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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  January  1,  1779. 

Sir:  Some  late  proceedings  of  the  enemy  have  iudiieed  us  to  submit 
a  few  observations  to  your  excellency's  superior  light  and  judgment. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  commissioners,  in  their  manifesto  of  the  3d 
of  October,  have  denounced  "a  change  in  the  whole  nature  and  future 
conduct  of  the  war ;"  they  have  declared  "  that  the  policy  as  well  as  the 
benevolence  of  Great  Britain  has  thus  far  checked  the  extremes  of  war," 
when  they  tended  "to  distress  the  people  and  desolate  the  country;" 
that  the  whole  contest  is  changed ;  that  the  laws  of  self-preservation 
must  now  direct  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain ;  that  these  laws  will 
direct  her  to  render  the  United  States  of  as  little  avail  as  possible  to 
France  if  they  are  to  become  an  accession  to  her,  and  by  every  means 
in  her  power  to  destroy  the  new  conhnection  contrived  for  her  ruin. 
Motions  have  been  made  and  supported  by  the  wisest  men  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  address  the  king  to  disavow  these  clauses; 
but  these  motions  have  been  rejected  by  majorities  in  both  Houses,  so 
that  the  manifesto  stands  avowed  by  the  three  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture. 

Ministers  of  state  made  in  Parliament  a  question  concerning  the 
meaning  of  this  manifesto,  but  no  man  who  reads  it  and  knows  the 
history  of  their  past  conduct  in  this  war  can  doubt  its  import.  There 
is  to  be  a  "change  in  the  nature  and  conduct  of  the  war."  A  change 
for  the  worse  must  be  horrible  indeed !  They  have  already  burned  the 
beautiful  towns  of  Charlestown,  Falmouth,  Norfolk,  Kingston,  Bedford, 
Egg  Harbor,  and  German  Flats,  besides  innumerable  single  buildings 
and  smaller  clusters  of  houses  wherever  their  armies  have  marched.  It 
is  true  they  left  Boston  and  Philadelphia  unhurt;  but  in  all  probability 
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it  was  merely  the  dread  of  a  superior  army  that  in  these  cases  restrained 
their  hauds,  not  to  mention  that  burning  these  towns  would  have  been 
the  ruin  of  the  few  secret  friends  they  have  still  left,  of  whom  there 
are  more  in  those  towns  than  in  all  America  besides.  They  have  not, 
indeed,  murdered  upon  the  spot  every  woman  and  child  that  fell  in  their 
way,  nor  have  they  in  all  cases  refused  quarter  to  the  soldiers  that  at 
times  have  fallen  into  their  power,  though  they  have  in  many.  They 
have  also  done  their  utmost  in  seducing  negroes  and  Indians  to  commit 
inhuman  barbarities  upon  the  inhabitants,  sparing  neither  age,  sex, 
nor  character.  Although  they  have  not  in  all  cases  refused  quarter  to 
soldiers  and  sailors,  they  have  done  what  is  worse  than  refusing  quar- 
ter— they  have  thrust  their  prisoners  into  such  dungeons,  loaded  them 
with  such  irons,  and  exposed  them  to  such  lingering  torments  of  cold, 
hunger,  and  disease,  as  have  destroyed  greater  numbers  than  they 
could  have  had  an  opportunity  of  murdering  if  they  had  made  it  a  rule 
to  give  no  quarter.  Many  others  they  have  compelled  by  force  to  serve 
and  fight  on  board  their  ships  against  fathers,  brothers,  friends,  and 
countrymen — a  destiny  to  every  sensible  mind  more  terrible  than  death 
itself. 

It  is  therefore  difficult  to  apprehend  what  they  mean  by  a  change 
in  the  conduct  of  the  war ;  yet  there  seems  to  be  no  room  to  doubt  that 
they  mean  to  threaten  something  more  cruel,  greater  extremes  of  war, 
measures  that  shall  distress  the  people  and  lay  waste  the  country  more 
than  anything  they  have  yet  done.  The  object  of  the  war  is  now  en- 
tirely changed.  Heretofore  their  massacres  and  conflagrations  were  to 
divide  us  and  reclaim  us  to  Great  Britain.  Now,  despairing  of  that 
end,  and  perceiving  that  we  shall  be  faithful  to  our  treaties,  their  prin- 
ciple is  by  destroying  us  to  make  us  useless  to  France.  This  principle 
ought  to  be  held  in  abhorrence  not  only  by  all  Christians,  but  by  all 
civilized  nations.  If  it  is  once  admitted  that  powers  at  war  have  a  right 
to  do  whatever  will  weaken  or  terrify  an  enemy,  it  is  not  possible  to 
foresee  where  it  will  end.  It  would  be  possible  to  burn  the  great  cities 
of  Europe.  The  savages  who  torture  their  prisoners  do  it  to  make 
themselves  terrible.  In  fine,  all  the  horrors  of  the  barbarous  ages  may 
be  introduced  and  justified. 

The  cruelties  of  our  enemies  have  heretofore  more  than  once  exas- 
perated the  minds  of  the  people  so  much  as  to  excite  apprehensions 
that  they  would  proceed  to  retaliation,  which,  if  once  commenced,  might 
be  carried  to  extremities ;  to  prevent  which  the  Congress  issued  an  address 
exhorting  to  forbearance  and  a  further  trial  by  examples  of  generosity 
and  lenity  to  recall  their  enemies  to  the  practice  of  humanity  amidst 
the  calamities  of  war.  In  consequence  of  which  neither  the  Congress 
nor  any  of  the  States  apart  have  ever  exercised  or  authorized  the  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  retaliation.  But  now  that  commissioners,  vested 
with  the  authority  of  the  nation,  have  avowed  such  principles  and  pub- 
lished such  threats,  the  Congress  have,  by  a  resolution  of  the  30th  of 
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October,  solemnly  and  unanimously  declared  that  they  will  retaliate. 
Whatever  may  be  the  pretenses  of  the  enemy,  it  is  the  manifest  drift 
of  their  policy  to  disgust  the  people  of  America  with  their  new  alliance, 
by  attempting  to  convince  them  that,  instead  of  shielding  them  from 
distress,  it  has  accumulated  additional  calamities  upon  them. 

Nothing,  certainly,  can  more  become  a  great  and  amiable  character 
than  to  disappoint  their  purpose,  stop  the  progress  of  their  cruelties, 
and  vindicate  the  rights  of  humanity,  which  are  so  much  injured  by 
this  manifesto.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  excellency's 
consideration  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  for  his  majesty  to  in- 
terfere, by  some  declaration  to  the  court  of  Loudon  and  to  the  world, 
bearing  the  royal  testimony  against  this  barbarous  mode  of  war,  and 
giving  assurances  that  he  will  join  the  United  States  in  retaliation,  if 
Great  Britain,  by  putting  her  threats  in  execution,  should  make  it  nec- 
essary. There  is  another  measure,  however,  more  effectual  to  control 
their  designs  and  to  bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  conclusion ;  that  of 
sending  a  powerful  fleet,  sufiQcient  to  secure  a  naval  superiority  over 
them  in  the  American  seas.  Such  a  naval  force,  acting  in  concert  with 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  take 
and  destroy  the  whole  British  power  in  that  part  of  the  world.  It 
would  put  their  wealth  and  West  Indian  commerce  into  the  power  of 
France,  and  reduce  them  to  the  necessity  of  suing  for  peace.  Upon 
their  present  naval  superiority  in  those  seas  depend  not  only  the  do- 
minion and  rich  commerce  of  their  islands,  but  the  supply  of  their  fleets 
and  armies  with  provisions  and  every  necessary.  They  have  nearly 
four  hundred  transports  constantly  employed  in  the  service  of  their 
fleet  and  army  in  America,  passing  from  New  York  and  Rhode  Island 
to  England,  Ireland,  Nova  Scotia,  and  their  West  India  Islands,  and 
if  any  one  link  in  this  chain  was  struck  off,  if  their  supplies  from  any 
one  of  these  places  should  be  interrupted,  their  forces  could  not  subsist. 
Great  numbers  of  these  vessels  would  necessarily  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  French  fleet  and  go  as  prizes  to  a  sure  market  in  the  United 
States,  Great  numbers  of  seamen,  too,  would  become  prisoners,  a  loss 
that  England  can  not  repair.  It  is  conceived  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  Great  Britain  to  send  a  very  great  fleet  after  the  French  into 
those  seas.  Their  men-of-war  now  in  Europe  are  too  old,  too  rotten, 
too  ill  manned,  and  their  masts  and  yards  are  of  too  bad  materials  to 
endure  such  a  navigation.  The  impossibility  of  their  obtaining  pro- 
visions, artists,  and  materials  in  that  country,  which  would  be  easy  to 
the  French,  makes  it  still  clearer  that  they  can  not  send  a  great  addi- 
tional force,  and  the  fear  of  Spain's  interfering  with  her  powerful  navy 
would  restrain  them.  Whereas  France  has  nothing  to  fear  in  Europe 
from  them,  as  the  number  and  excellence  of  their  armies  are  an  ample 
security  against  the  feeble  land  forces  of  Great  Britain. 

This  naval  superiority  would  open  such  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  the  French  West  India  Islands  as  would  enable  our  people 
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to  supply  themselves  with  the  European  and  West  India  articles  they 
want,  to  send  abroad  the  produce  of  the  country,  and,  by  giving  fresh 
spirit  and  vigor  to  trade,  would  employ  the  paper  currency,  the  want 
of  which  employ  has  been  one  cause  of  its  depreciation.  The  mainte- 
nance of  such  a  fleet  in  America  would  circulate  so  many  bills  of  ex- 
change as  would  likewise  in  a  great  measure  relieve  them  from  that 
dangerous  evil ;  and  these  bills  would  all  return  to  France  for  her  manu- 
factures, thereby  cementing  the  connection  and  extending  the  trade 
between  the  two  countries.  Such  a  naval  superiority  would  contribute 
very  much  to  extinguish  the  hopes  of  the  remaining  number  of  persons 
who  secretly  wish,  from  sinister  motives,  to  again  become  subjected  to 
Great  Britain,  and  would  enable  the  people  of  the  several  States  to  give 
such  consistency  and  stability  to  their  infant  governments  as  would 
contribute  greatly  to  their  internal  repose,  as  well  as  to  the  vigor  of 
their  future  operations  against  the  common  enemy.  The  late  speedy 
supply  and  reparation  of  his  majesty's  fleet  at  Boston  will  show  the  ad- 
vantages which  this  country  must  enjoy  in  carrying  on  a  naval  war  on 
a  coast  friendly  to  her  and  hostile  to  her  enemy.  And  these  advantages 
will  in  future  be  more  sensible,  because  the  appearance  of  the  fleet  be- 
fore was  unexpected,  and  the  harvest  in  that  part  of  the  country  had 
been  unfavorable.  It  is  obvious  to  all  Europe  that  nothing  less  is  at 
stake  than  the  dominion  of  the  sea,  at  least  the  superiority  of  naval 
power,  and  we  can  not  expect  Great  Britain  will  ever  give  it  up,  with- 
out some  decisive  effort  on  the  part  of  France.  With  such  an  exertion 
as  that  of  sending  a  superior  fleet  to  America  we  see  nothing  in  the 
course  of  human  aflairs  that  can  possibly  prevent  France  from  obtain- 
ing such  a  naval  superiority  without  delay.  Without  it  the  war  may 
languish  for  years,  to  the  infinite  distress  of  our  country,  to  the  exhaust- 
ing both  of  France  and  England,  and  the  question  left  to  be  decided  by 
another  war. 

We  are  the  more  earnest  in  representing  these  things  to  your  excel- 
lency, as  all  our  correspondence  from  England  for  some  time  has  uni- 
formly represented  that  the  intention  of  the  cabinet  is  conformable  to 
the  spirit  of  the  manifesto ;  that  all  parties  grow  more  and  more  out  of 
temper  with  the  Americans  ;  that  it  has  become  fashionable  with  the 
minority  as  well  as  the  majority  and  administration  to  reproach  us 
both  in  and  out  of  Parliament;  that  all  parties  join  in  speaking  of  us 
in  the  bitterest  terms  and  in  heartily  wishing  our  destruction ;  that 
great  clamors  are  raised  about  our  alliance  with  France  as  an  unnatural 
combination  to  ruin  them  ;  that  the  cry  is  for  a  speedy  and  powerful 
reenforcement  of  their  army  and  for  the  activity  of  their  fleet  in  making 
descents  on  the  seacoast,  while  murdering  and  desolating  parties  are 
let  loose  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  Carolinas,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  New  England,  and  that  very  early  in  the 
year  they  will  carry  all  these  projects  into  execution.  The  whole  system 
may,  as  we  conceive,  be  defeated  and  the  power  of  Great  Britain  now 
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iu  America  totally  subdued  (and  if  their  power  is  subdued  there,  it  is 
reduced  everywhere)  by  the  measure  we  have  the  honor  to  propose. 

We  submit  Ihe  whole  merely  as  our  opinion  to  your  excellency's 
superior  wisdom. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

Arthur  Lee. 
John  Adams. 


Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  January  2,  1779. 

Sir:  We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  letter  of  the 
22d,  and  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  interest  you  take  iu  what  con- 
cerns the  unhapi)y  prisoners  who  may  escape  from  Euglnnd.  We  have 
not  been  inattentive  to  that  subject.  There  are  persons  who  supply 
them  at  Bordeaux,  Brest,  L'Orient,  Nantes,  and  Dunkirk.  A  gentleman 
at  Calais  has  voluntarily  done  this  service,  for  which  we  have  directed 
him  to  draw  on  us  for  his  disbursements ;  and  we  shall  as  readily  dis- 
charge what  may  have  been  disbursed  by  your  commissaries  when  we 
have  their  accounts. 

As  there  is  very  little  probability  of  prisoners  coming  to  other  ports, 
we  will  not  give  your  excellency  the  trouble  you  are  so  good  as  to  offer 
to  take. 

The  regulation  your  excellency  proposes  relative  to  the  prisoners  we 
may  take  from  the  enemy  and  bring  into  the  ports  of  France  is  entirely 
agreeable  to  us;  and  we  shall  direct  our  agents  accordingly,  who  will 
readily  deliver  such  prisoners  to  the  persons  your  excellency  may  ap- 
point to  receive  them,  having  already  requested  us  to  procure  written 
orders  from  you,  without  which  your  commissaries  were  unwilling  to 
take  charge  of  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

Arthur  Lee. 

John  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  Vergennes.t 

Chaillot,  January  3,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  excellency  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  received  yesterday.    It  is  from  the  same  person  as  the  other 
which  Ihad  the  honorof  communicating  to  you  through  Mr.  Grand.     It  is 

*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir,,  371. 

tMSS.  Dep.   of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.   Rev.    Corr.,  534.     See  (H/Va,  Vergeunes  to 
Lee,  Jan.  4,  1779;  Lee  to  Berkenbout,  Jau.  7,  1779. 
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fourteen  months  since  the  writer  has  been  proposing  a  rendezvous  with 
Mr.  Franklin  and  myself  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  conditions 
of  an  accommodation.  This  gentleman,  who  is  named  Berkenhout, 
has  since  that  time  been  sent  to  America  with  the  British  commis- 
sioners. He  has  been  imprisoned  in  Philadelphia  on  suspicion  of  the 
object  of  his  mission  and  released  for  want  of  proofs.  He  has  again, 
as  you  see,  returned  to  his  country,  and  to  his  endeavors  to  seduce,  by 
offers  of  emoluments  and  titles  of  honor,  which  we  call  in  our  language 
honors. 

If  your  excellency  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  any  utility  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  proofs  of  authority  for  what  he  offers  I  will  answer 
him  accordingly ;  if  otherwise,  I  will  not  return  him  any  answer.     This 
is  also  the  opinion  of  my  colleagues. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Vergennes  to  Arthur  Lee." 
[Trjinslation.] 

Versailles,  January  4,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  did  not  find  annexed  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  ot 
writing  to  me  yesterday  the  one  from  England  which  you  mentioned, 
and  which  you  say  is  from  Dr.  Berkenhout  who  rendered  himself  sus- 
pected at  Philadelphia.  But  without  seeing  his  letter  I  think,  sir,  that 
after  what  has  passed  between  Congress  and  the  English  commissioners, 
it  would  be  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  your  commission  to  grant  a 
rendezvous  to  agents  who  did  not  bring  the  palm  of  sovereign  independ- 
ence in  their  hands.  My  opinion  would  be,  therefore,  that  you  should 
answer  in  plain  terms  to  this  agent  that,  unless  he  assures  you  of  the 
most  entire  acknowledgment  of  your  independence,  and  brings  you 
propositions  conformable  to  the  fidelity  with  which  your  nation  and 
Government  glory  in  fulfilling  their  engagements,  that  you  can  not 
consent  to  any  interview  with  him  or  with  any  other  emissary.  You 
and  your  colleagues  both  perceive  that  these  people  wish  to  negotiate 
with  you,  not  for  the  purpose  of  granting  you  suitable  conditions,  but 
to  hold  up  an  appearance  that  there  is  little  agreement  between  you 
and  us,  by  means  of  which  illusion  the  purse  of  the  English  is  drained. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  1  Sparks'  Dip,  Rev.  Corr.,  535.  See  supra,  Lee  to  Vergennes, 
Jau.  3,  1779;  infra,  Leo  to  Berkenhout,  Jan.  7,  1779.  For  notice  of  Berkenhout,  see 
Introductiou,  $$  150,  204. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  January  4,  1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  learns  by  M.  Francy 
that,  from  the  offer  which  he  made  in  relation  to  the  payment  by  com- 
pensation of  a  part  of  the  sums  due  from  the  United  States  to  M.  de 
Beaumarchais,  consequences  have  been  drawn  which  are  contrary  to 
the  intentions  of  the  undersigned. 

He  finds  himself  obliged,  to  prevent  all  mistakes,  by  declaring  in 
writing,  as  he  always  has  done  verbally,  that  all  the  supplies  furnished 
by  M.  de  Beaumarchais  to  the  States,  whether  merchandise  or  cannons 
and  military  goods,  were  furnished  in  the  way  of  commerce,  and  that 
the  articles  which  came  from  the  king's  magazines  and  arsenals  were 
sold  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  by  the  department  of  artillery,  and  that  he 
has  furnished  his  obligations  for  the  price  of  these  articles.  He  is,  con- 
sequently, a  debtor  to  the  war  department,  whilst  he  is  a  creditor  of  the 
United  States  by  the  sale  of  these  same  articles,  which  had  become  his 
property.    On  the  other  side,  the  king  is  a  debtor  to  the  United  States. 

It  is  this  situation,  namely,  the  difficulty  which  Congress  finds  in  pay- 
ing M.  de  Beaumarchais  by  return  of  merchandise,  and  the  considerable 
saving  which  would  result  to  Congress,  that  has  determined  the  under- 
signed to  offer  a  mutual  compensation,  and  to  pay  the  kiug's  debts  to 
the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  the  receipts  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais, 
which  Congress  will  receive  in  ready  money. 

This  is  the  simple  and  natural  operation  which  the  undersigned  has 
offered,  and  which  ought  not  at  all  to  change  the  situation  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais  with  regard  to  Congress,  since  he  is  and  continues  to  be 
a  creditor  in  his  own  name  of  the  United  States,  and  since  the  under- 
signed simply  offers  to  pay  to  the  discharge  of  Congress  a  certain  sum, 
which  the  undersigned  will  determine  in  concert  with  M.  de  Francy 
when  Congress  shall  have  passed  a  resolution  on  this  offer. 

The  undersigned  thinks  that  he  owes  these  explanations  to  his  respect 
for  Congress,  and  he  hopes  that  if  there  may  remain  any  false  ideas  on 
this  subject.  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  place  him  in  a  situation  to 
supply  all  the  information  which  may  yet  be  desired. 

Gerard. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

Philadelphia,  January  4, 1779. 
Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo  I  took  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
to  Congress  a  circumstance  which  made  me  very  solicitous  for  a  final 
issue  of  my  affairs,  which  was  the  illiberal  and  abusive  attacks  made  on 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Eev.  Corr.,  571. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  131. 
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my  character,  as  the  public  agent  and  miuister  of  these  States,  by  a 
certain  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  styling  himself  secretary  for  foreign  aft'airs, 
and  pretending  to  address  the  public  in  his  official  capacity.  This  per- 
son has  since,  in  Mr.  Dnnlap's  paper  of  the  2d  instant,  ventured  to 
assure  the  public  that  the  supplies  which  I  contracted  for  with  Mon3. 
Beaumarchais  were  promised  and  engaged,  and  that  as  a  present,  before 
I  arrived  in  France,  and  that  he  has  in  his  possession  full  proof  of  this. 
I  can  not  supi)ose  that  Mr.  Paine  is  possessed  of  any  letters  or  papers 
on  this  subject  which  are  not  before  Congress,  or  to  which  the  honor- 
able members  are  strangers.  I  will  not  trouble  Congress  with  any  ob- 
servations on  the  many  groundless  and  extravagant  assertions  of  this 
writer;  but  justice  to  my  own  cliaracter  obliges  me  to  entreat  that,  if 
what  he  has  asserted  on  this  subject  is  a  fact,  I  may  be  made  acquainted 
with  it.  Mons.  Beaumarchais,  in  his  letter  to  Congress  of  the  23d  of 
Mai'ch  last,  asserts  directly  the  contrary  to  what  this  man  has  ventured 
to  pnblish ;  and  as  my  engagements  with  Mons.  Beaumarchais  were 
made  on  a  very  different  ground,  it  is  of  the  last  importance  to  me  to 
know  if  I  have  been  deceived  in  the  whole  of  this  transaction  and  how, 
that  I  may  be  able  to  regulate  my  conduct  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Franklin  to  Ralph  Izard.* 

PASSY,  January  4,  1779. 

Sir  :  Your  intimation  that  you  expect  more  money  from  us  obliges 
us  to  expose  to  you  our  circumstances.  Upon  the  supposition  that  Con- 
gress had  borrowed  in  America  but  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  twenty- 
five  millions  of  livres,  and  relying  on  the  remittances  intended  to  be 
sent  to  us  for  answering  other  demands,  we  gave  expectations  that 
we  should  be  able  to  pay  here  the  interest  of  that  sum,  as  a  means 
of  supporting  the  credit  of  the  currency.  The  Congress  have  bor- 
rowed near  twice  that  sum,  and  are  now  actually  drawing  on  us  for 
the  interest,  the  bills  appearing  here  daily  for  acceptance.  Their  dis- 
tress for  money  in  America  has  been  so  great,  from  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  the  war,  that  they  have  also  been  induced  to  draw  on  us 
for  very  large  sums  to  stop  other  pressing  demands,  and  they  have 
not  been  able  to  purchase  remittances  for  us  to  the  extent  they  pro- 
posed;  and  of  what  they  have  sent  much  has  been  taken  or  treacher- 
ously carried  into  England ;  only  two  small  cargoes  of  tobacco  having 
arrived,  and  they  are  long  since  mortgaged  to  the  farmers-general,  so 
that  they  produce  us  nothing,  but  leave  us  expenses  to  pay. 

The  Continental  vessels  of  war  which  came  to  France  have  likewise 
required  great  sums  of  us,  to  furnish  or  refit  them  and  supply  the  men 
*8  Sparks'  Franklin,  308  ;  G  Bigelow's  Franklin,  292. 
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with  necessaries.  The  prisoners,  too,  who  escaped  from  England  claim 
a  very  expensive  assistai)ce  from  ns,  and  are  mncli  dissatisfied  with  the 
scanty  allowance  we  are  able  to  aflord  them.  The  interest  bills  above 
mentioned,  of  the  drawing  of  which  we  have  received  notice,  amount 
to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  we  have  not  a  fifth  part  of  the  sum  in 
our  banker's  hands  to  answer  them  ;  and  large  orders  to  as  from  Con- 
gress for  supplies  of  clothing,  arms,  and  ammunition  remain  uncom- 
plied  with  for  want  of  money. 

In  this  situation  of  our  aftairs  we  hope  you  will  not  insist  on  our 
giving  you  a  farther  credit  with  our  banker,  with  whom  we  are  daily  in 
danger  of  having  no  farther  credit  ourselves.  It  is  not  a  year  since  you 
received  from  us  the  sum  of  two  thousand  guineas,  which  you  thought 
necessary  on  account  of  your  being  to  set  out  immediately  for  Florence. 
You  have  not  incurred  the  expenseof  that  journey.  You  are  a  gentle- 
man of  fortune.  You  did  not  come  to  France  with  any  dependence  on 
being  maintained  here  with  your  family  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States  in  the  time  of  their  distress,  and  without  rendering  them  the 
equivalent  service  they  expected. 

On  all  these  considerations  we  should  rather  hope  that  you  would  be 
willing  to  reimburse  us  the  sum  we  have  advanced  to  you,  if  it  may  be 
done  with  any  possible  convenience  to  your  atfairs.  Such  a  supply 
would  at  least  enable  us  to  relieve  more  liberally  our  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen, who  have  long  been  prisoners,  stripped  of  every  thing,  of  whom 
we  daily  expect  to  have  near  three  hundred  upon  our  hands  by  the 
exchange. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  January  5,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  can  not  forbear  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  the  passages  underscored  in 
the  two  gazettes  annexed,  under  date  of  the  3d  and  5th  of  this  month. 
He  has  no  doubt  of  the  indignatiou  of  Congress  at  the  indiscreet  asser- 
tions contained  in  these  passages,  which  equally  bring  into  question 
the  dignity  and  reputation  of  the  king,  my  master,  and  that  of  the 
United  States.  These  assertions  will  become,  in  the  hands  of  the  en- 
emies of  the  common  cause,  a  weapon  the  more  powerful  and  dangerous 

*  This  letter  was  written  by  Dr.  Franklin,  hut  intended  to  he  signed  by  the  com- 
missioners jointly.  On  the  hack  of  the  manuscript  is  the  following  indorsement: 
"Rough  draft  of  a  proposed  letter  in  answer  to  one  from  Mr.  Izard  to  the  commis- 
sioners dated  Jan.  2."  As  it  is  here  called  the  draft  of  a  proposed  letter,  it  may 
possibly  never  have  been  sent. — Sparks. 

t5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  572. 
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as  the  author  is  an  officer  of  Congress,  and  as  he  takes  advantage  of  his 
situation  to  give  credit  to  his  opinions  and  to  his  affirmations. 

The  aforesaid  minister  relies  entirely  on  tlie  wisdom  of  Congress  to 
take  measures  suitable  to  the  circumstance.  It  has  not  been  owing  to  him 
that  the  author  has  not  himself  repaired  the  injury  which  he  has  done, 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  having  hastened  to  convince  him  of  the 
wrongs  of  which  he  was  guilty  when  the  first  of  these  gazettes  appeared 

in  public* 

Gerard. 


The  passages  referred  to  in  the  above  were  contained  in  a  piece  pub- 
lished in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet,  under  the  title,  "  Common  Sense  to 
the  Public  on  Mr.  Deane's  Affair,"  written  by  Thomas  Paine,  then  sec- 
retary to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs,  and  are  as  follows: 

If  Mr.  Deane,  or  auy  other  gentleman,  will  procure  an  order  from  Congress  to  in- 
spect an  account  in  my  office,  or  auy  of  Mr.  Deane's  friends  in  Cougress  will  take  the 
trouble  of  coming  themselves,  I  will  give  him  or  them  my  attendance,  and  show  them 
in  a  handwriting  which  Mr.  Deane  is  well  acquainted  with  that  the  supplies  he  so 
pompously  plumes  himself  upon  (namely,  those  which  were  sent  from  France  in  the 
Amjyhitrite,  Seine,  and  Mercury)  were  promised  and  engaged,  and  that  as  a  present,  be- 
fore he  even  arrived  in  France,  and  that  the  part  which  fell  to  Mr.  Deane  was  only 
to  see  it  done,  and  how  ho  has  performed  that  service  the  public  are  now  acciuainted 
with.  The  last  paragraph  in  the  account  is,  upon  Mr.  Deane's  arrival  in  France  the 
business  went  into  his  hands,  and  the  aids  were  at  length  embarked  in  the  Amphi- 
trite,  Mercury,  and  Seine.  I  have  been  the  more  explicit  on  this  subject,  not  so  much 
on  Mr.  Deane's  account,  as  from  a  principle  of  public  justice.  Ifc  shows,  in  the  first 
instance,  that  the  greatness  of  the  American  cause  drew  at  its  first  beginning  the  at- 
tention of  Europe,  and  that  the  justness  of  it  was  such  as  appeared  to  merit  support; 
and  in  the  second  instance,  that  those  ivho  are  noio  her  allies  prefaced  that  alliance  by 
an  early  and  generous  friendship  ;  yet,  that  we  might  not  attribute  too  much  to  hu- 
man or  auxiliary  aid,  so  unfortunate  were  those  supplies  that  only  one  ship  out  of  the 
three  arrived ;  the  Mercury  and  the  Seine  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands.! 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Paris,  January  5,  1779. 
Gentlemen:  My  dispatches  of  Aprill4 ;  May  9, 20,  and  23 ;  Junel, 
9,  15,  and  17  ;  Jnly  G,  16,  20,  26  and  29 ;  August  21  and  31 ;  September 
9  and  30 ;  October  5  and  19 ;  N^ovember  4, 18,  and  20 ;  and  December  5 
remain  unanswered. 


*  See  as  to  question  of  fact  in  this  case,  Introduction,  §$  52,  62. 

tOf  Paine,  Washington,  in  a  letter  of  June  12,  1784,  to  Richard  H.  Lee,  thus  speaks: 
"Unsolicited  by  and  unknowu  to  Mr.  Paine,  I  take  the  liberty  of  hinting  the  services 
and  distressed  condition  (for  so  I  think  it  may  be  called)  of  that  gentleman.  That 
his  '  Common  Sense,'  and  many  of  his  '  Crises'  were  well  timed,  and  had  a  happy  effect 
npon  the  public  mind,  none,  I  believe,  who  will  recur  to  the  epochs  at  which  they 
were  published,  will  deny. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  536,  with  omissions  and  verbal 
changes. 
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Nothing  material  has  since  happened  in  Europe.  The  late  proceed- 
ings in  Holland  discover  that  the  English  party  have  gained  ground 
there.  The  truth  is  that  the  English  borrow  their  money  and  then 
bribe  them  with  it ;  for  it  is  so  manifestly  their  interest  to  join  against 
England,  and  their  advantages  from  the  trade  of  America  being  free, 
are  clearly  so  much  greater  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  that  unless 
their  rulers  were  blinded  by  some  powerful  application,  it  is  impossible 
but  that  they  should  be  active  and  earnest  in  promoting  this  revolu- 
tion. The  court  of  France  is  acting  with  firmness  and  wisdom  to  re- 
strain them  by  powerful  motives  of  interest. 

There  does  not  at  present  seem  any  probability  of  an  accommodation 
in  Germany.  The  ordinary  of  the  exi)ense  our  enemy  is  to  incur  this 
year  stands  thus : 

Exchequer  bills  to  be  paid  off £2, 500, 000 

British  troops 3,640,000 

Foreign  troops 713,  000 

Navy 4,589,000 

Militia 700,000 

12, 142, 000 
To  this  add  transport  service  and  extraordlnariee,  which  can  not  be  less 
than 5,000,000 

17, 142,  000 
Troops  • 

They  purpose  having  on  the  British  establishment 82,  744 

Foreigners 24,  800 

Augmentation  to  the  British  by  new  levies 14,  440 

Militia,  including  fencible  men , 39,701 

American  tories (5, 000 

Irish  establishment 14,685 

181,685 

Though  they  will  never  be  able  to  realize  this  number  or  near  it,  yet 
the  expense  will  not  therefore  be  diminished.  With  their  taxes  doubled 
and  such  an  enormous  increase  of  expense,  while  her  commerce  is  so 
greatly  abridged,  it  may  easily  be  judged  how  long  Great  Britain  can 
continue  so  ruinous  a  contest.  Nothing  seems  more  sure  than  that  she 
will  not  get  even  the  stipulated  number  of  recruits  from  Germany, 
much  less  has  she  any  chance  of  an  augmentation. 

Yet  all  the  advices  concur  in  assuring  us  that  the  cabinet  is  deter- 
mined on  pushing  the  war  in  America,  for  which  purpose  they  propose 
sending  the  following  regiments:  1st  and  2d  battalions  of  royals; 
3d,  11th,  13th,  19th,  2oth,  30th,  32d,  36th,  and  69th;  the  18th,  66th, 
and  67th  from  Ireland.  These  fourteen  regiments  may  contain  from 
five  to  six  thousand  men.  One  of  my  correspondents,  in  whom  I  have 
much  reliance,  thinks  they  will  be  sent  to  the  V/est  Indies  and  not  to 
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the  coutiiieiit.  lu  trutb,  I  believe  they  will  wait  till  the  operations  of 
Oouut  d'Estaing:  enable  them  to  decide  whether  they  can  venture  to 
send  them  to  New  York,  or  mast  necessarily  re-enforce  the  troops  in 
their  islands  in  order  to  preserve  them, 

I  send  you  copies  of  the  bill  of  lading  and  the  invoice  of  supplies 
shipped  from  Bilboa,  which  I  hope  will  arrive  safe.  You  also  have  an 
account  of  the  money  I  have  been  intrusted  with  and  how  I  have  ex- 
pended it.  The  vouchers  are  the  merchants'  accounts,  which  I  have 
regularly  transmitted  as  I  received  them. 

[The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Berkenhout,  by  which  Congress 
will  see  how  much  our  enemies  are  distressed,  and  yet  how  inveterate 
they  are  in  their  persuasion,  that  because  everything  is  venal  among 
themselves,  therefore  it  must  be  so  among  us.  It  looks  like  a  visita- 
tion upon  the  King  of  Eugland  and  his  advisers  that  experience  never 
makes  them  wise.  They  see  and  have  seen,  or  rather  they  feel,  the 
necessity  of  making  peace.  They  have  tried  all  undue  means  in  vain, 
and  yet  they  still  persist  in  dishonoring  and  disgracing  themselves  by 
a  repetition  of  ineffectual  attempts,  and  neglect  the  only  obvious  means 
pointed  out  to  them  by  Congress  of  obtaining  upon  honor.able  terms 
the  pacification  for  which  they  will  shortly  be  obliged  to  sue  most 
humbly.  J* 

We  wrote  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais  upon  our  receiving  your  letter  and 
the  agreement  with  his  supposed  company  that  we  were  ready  to  set- 
tle accounts  with  him  whenever  he  chose.  He  has  made  no  answer. 
If  your  commercial  agents  do  not  keep  an  exact  account  of  the  marks 
of  what  they  receive  on  the  public  account,  and  count  or  weigh  what 
is  delivered,  you  will  want  the  means,  as  we  do,  of  checking  the  demands 
made.  For  example,  M.  Monthieu  brings  in  an  account  to  us  for  so 
many  uniforms  of  blue  cloth  and  so  many  pounds  of  rose  copper ;  and 
Mr.  Williams,  the  agent,  gives  a  receipt  for  so  many  bales  of  uniforms 
and  so  many  casks  of  copper,  without  specifying  the  number,  weight, 
or  quality,  so  that  we  are  as  little  able  to  judge  whether  what  we  are 
to  pay  for  has  been  received  as  if  no  receipt  at  all  was  produced.  Nor 
is  the  receipt  of  the  agent  on  your  side  of  the  water  in  the  least  more 
explicit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

r.  S.— Circumstances  are  such  that  it  is  not  prudent  to  say  much 
about  my  particular  department,  but  I  think  Congress  will  have  reas jn 
to  be  satisfied  with  that  quarter. 

January  28. 


Passage  in  brackets  omitted  iu  Sparks'  ed. 
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Public  money  exjjcnded. 


1777 


Litres. 


May      25.  Power  of  attorney  to  Dr.  Franklin  to  dispose  of  the  first  remit- 
tance    9 

Remitted  to  Gardoqui,  at  Bilboa  (for  supplies  sent  to  Congress), 
1777,  November  29,  60,790  ;  May  29,  1778,  14,599  ;  September  25, 

24,654  ;  January  .3,  1779,  19,905 1 19,  948 

1778. 

Feb.        7.  Courier  with  dispatches  to  Nantes 120 

20.  A  person's  expenses  to  and  from  London  to  get  intelligence 1, 165 

Mar.      30,  Remitted  to  the  prisoners  at  Portsmouth  by  Mr.  Thornton 495 

Advanced  for  the  State  of  Virginia 35,  585 

Cost  and  expenses  of  800  fusils.... 22,548 

June      10.  Lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  I'rovidence,  his  expenses  for  bringing  dis- 
patches   347 

June     23.  Mr.  Thornton's  expenses  to  Portsmouth,  etc .^ 480 

My  own  expenses 2,232 

Sept.     25.  Mr.  Bonfleld's  account  for  supplies  sent 52,501 

Banker's  commission 1, 037 

30,000  blankets  ordered  from  Bilboa. , 210,000 

Charges  on  them , 18, 000 

464,  567 
Public  money  received. 

1777,  May.  Remittance  from  Spain 187,500 

1778,  Oct.    Two  remittances  from  Spain 187,  500 

Interest  on  the  last  for  three  months 2, 000 

377, 000 
Debit 87,567 

464, 567 

January  1,  1779. 


A.  Lee  to  Dr.  Berkenhout.* 

Paris,  January  7,  1779. 
Your  favor  of  the  25th  did  not  reach  me  so  soon  as  by  the  date  it  should 
have  done.  1  congratulate  the  ladies  very  sincerely  on  your  safe  return 
from  an  expedition  the  fruitlessness  of  which  1  could  easily  have  fore- 
told. My  waking  opinion  is,  that  a  meeting  anywhere  will  be  equally 
fruitless  on  any  other  plan  than  that  marked  out  by  Congress :  that 
without  the  concurrence  of  our  allies  no  conference  will  be  held  or  treaty 
made.  That  you  will  come  with  safety  [safe  conduct!]  and  effect,  if 
armed  with  adequate  powers  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  content  with  terms  consistent  with  the  most 
perfect  good  faith  to  our  allies. 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  see  Introduction,  *$  150,  204 ;  Lee  to  Vergennes,  supra,  Jan.  4, 
1779 ;  Vergennes  to  Lee,  Jan.  5,  1779. 
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On  these  conditions  our  jarring  worlds  may  harmonize  again,  and  I 
am  full}'  persuaded  that  delay  will  only  add  to  these  demands  and 
render  the  blessed  work  of  peace  more  difficult.  However  we  may  la- 
ment the  calamities  of  war,  we  are  determined  it  shall  not  end  but  in 
permanent  peace  and  safety. 

You  have  always  known  me  to  be  sincere,  and  you  may  be  most  as- 
sured that  I  never  was  more  so  than  at  present.    Adieu. 

Arthur  Lee. 


A.  Lee  to  Vergennes.* 

Chaillot,  January  8,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  your  excellency  the  answer  which  I 
should  have  written  to  Dr.  Berkeuhout,  had  I  sent  one.  I  have  studied 
the  court  of  London  and  its  agents  very  much  and  for  a  long  time,  and 
I  conceive  that  it  is  most  for  our  interest  to  treat  them  with  pride,  if 
not  with  an  appearance  of  contempt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

P.  S. — My  letters  from  England  announce  that  a  fleet  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  sail,  with  provisions  for  the  English  islands,  is  to  sail  from 
Cork  in  a  short  time  with  an  escort  of  two  sail  of  the  line  and  one  frigate. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  January  10, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  can  not  forbear  to  present  to  Congress  the  striking  observa- 
tions occasioned  by  the  delay  which  the  answer  to  my  representation  of 
the  beginning  of  the  past  month  meets  with.  Already  the  enemies  of 
the  common  cause  represent  it  as  a  proof  of  the  diversity  of  the  opinions 
which  prevail  in  Congress,  as  if  there  could  exist  a  contrariety  of  senti- 
ments upon  a  subject  so  simple  and  a  matter  so  clear  that,  to  call  it  in 
question  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  to  call  in  question  the  solidity,  and 
even  the  existence,  of  the  alliance.  Certainly,  sir,  no  one  is  further  than 
myself  from  adopting  suspicions  which  would  be  so  fatal  to  the  common 
cause;  but  I  have  had  the  honor  to  explain  the  motives  which  should 
induce  Congress  to  give  to  this  subject  a  ready,  formal,  and  explicit 
declaration.  They  know  that  erroneous  opinions  become  more  difficult 
to  destroy  when  they  have  had  time  to  take  root  in  men's  minds  j  it  is 
then  wished  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  it  is  found  irremediable.  The 
*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Con.,  535.  1 5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr,,  574. 
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greater  part  of  these  reliectious  is  applicable,  in  an  equal  degree,  to  the 
declaration  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  Congress  on  the  5th  of 
this  month,  and  I  wait  impatiently  for  answers  which  may  quiet  my 
court  against  the  efforts  made  by  the  enemies  to  draw  from  the  facts 
in  question  inferences  injurious  to  the  allies  and  the  alliance,  efforts  of 
which  Congress  alone  can  avoid  the  dangers.  My  zeal  and  mj^  respect 
do  not  allow  me  to  conceal  from  them  apprehensions  which  seem  to  me 
but  too  well  founded  and  worthy  of  all  their  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Gerard. 


On  the  12th  of  January,  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  publi- 
cation in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  the  2d  and  oth  instants,  under  the 
title  of  "  Common  Sense  to  the  Public  on  Mr.  Deane's  Affair,"  of  which 
Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  secretary  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs, 
has  acknowledged  himself  to  be  the  author,  and  also  the  memorials  of 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  5th  and  lOtli  instant,  re- 
specting the  said  publication,  "  Resolved,  unanimously,  that  in  answer 
to  the  memorials  of  the  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian  majesty 
of  the  5th  and  10th  instant,  the  President  be  directed  to  assure  the  said 
minister  that  Congress  do  fully,  in  the  clearest  and  most  explicit  man- 
ner, disavow  the  publications  referred  to  in  his  said  memorials,  and  as 
they  are  convinced,  by  indisputable  evidence,  that  the  supplies  shipped 
in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine,  and  Mercury  were  not  a  present,  and  that  his 
most  Christian  majesty,  the  great  and  generous  ally  of  these  United 
States,  did  not  preface  his  alliance  with  any  supplies  whatever  sent  to 
America,  so  they  have  not  authorized  the  writer  of  the  said  publication 
to  make  any  such  assertions  as  are  contained  therein,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, do  highly  disapprove  of  the  same."* 


Vergennes  to  Arthur  Lee.t 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  Jamiary  10,  1779. 
Sir:  I  received  with  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
me  the  8th  a  copy  of  your  answer  to  Dr.  Berkenhont,  which  is  noble 
and  frank.  These  are  not  qualities  the  most  cherished  in  England,  but 
it  is  good  they  should  know  there  that  your  intentions  are  not  differ- 
ent from  those  of  your  constituents,  and  that  they  in  vain  attempt  your 

*  The  conference  of  Gerard  -with  Congress  in  respect  to  Paint's  assertion  that  the 
funds  supplied  in  France  to  Deane  were  "  promised  and  engaged,  and  that  as  a  present, 
before  l.e  (Deane)  ever  arrived  in  t'rauce,"  which  Gerard  denied,  is  given  in  MSS. 
vol.  114,  Records  Dep.  of  State.     (See  Introduction,  ij  52.) 

1 1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  539. 
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and  tlieir  fidelity.    Agreeable  to  our  advices  from  England,  the  gales 
of  wind  towards  the  end  of  last  month  have  much  disordered  the  numer- 
ous convoys  that  were  prepared  for  the  two  Americas.     I  am  going  to 
acquaint  M.  de  Sartiue  of  the  one  that  is  about  sailing  from  Cork. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


Dumas  to  the  Commissioners  at  Paris." 

The  Hague,  January  12,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  The  States  of  Holland  assemble  to-morrow.  Our  friend 
comes  this  evening,  and  I  shall  see  him.  They  are  here  every  day 
more  embarrassed.  Far  from  the  answer  to  the  memoir  sent  by  their 
high  mightinesses  to  their  ambassador  at  Paris  being  accepted,  the 
ambassador  of  France  has  received  an  express  from  his  court,  the 
purport  of  which  we  shall  know  at  the  same  time  with  the  result  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  States  of  Holland. 

January  13. 
The  assembly  to-day  has  been  occupied  only  with  simple  formalities. 
I  know  on  very  good  authority  that  Amsterdam  will  have  permission 
to  trade  to  the  French  Isles  in  America,  as  well  directly  as  by  the  way 
of  St.  Eustatia  and  Curagoa;  and  I  have  been  authorized  to  inform 
certain  armed  houses  \maimns  amies]  of  it,  in  order  that  they  may  be, 
able  to  speculate  in  advance  upon  it. 

January  14. 
They  wished  to  resolve   to-day  by  a  majority  for  a  delay  of  four 
months  longer  for  the  convoys  of  ship  timber.    All  at  once  Haarlem  is 
ranged  on  the  side  of  Amsterdam,  and  Alcmaer  has  taken  the  matter 
ad  referendum  which  has  much  displeased  a  grand  personage  present. 
The  grand  pensionary  cried  out  also  much  upon  it,  and  wished  to  en- 
gage the  deputies  of  this  city  to  accede  to  the  opinion  of  the  majority  j 
but  thgy  alleged  the  orders  of  their  city  in  excuse.    This  is  the  cause 
that  the  resolution  can  not  be  passed  till  next  week.     It  will  be  such, 
moreover,  that  the  court  of  France  will  regard  it  as  derogatory  to  per- 
fect neutrality,  for  the  majority  will  always  prevail ;  but  then  Amster- 
dam, Haarlem,  and  perhaps  Alcmaer  will  protest.     You  see,  gentle- 
men, that  the  opposition  not  only  sustains  itself,  but  gains  ground. 
This  opposition  was  almost  nothing  six  months  ago;  it  was  a  feeble 
plant,  that  could  only  stand  by  bending  when  the  wind  blew;  now  it  is 
a  solid  and  robust  body,  well  supported,  which  resists  all  the  efforts  of 
the  English  party,  which  has  broken  them,  and  which  will  succeed  at 
length  m  prevailing  over  this  party,  and  will  restore  to  the  republic  its 
ancient  dignity. 


5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  256. 
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January  16  (morning). 
Yesterday,  the  15tb,  in  the  evening,  the  ambassador  sought  me  out 
to  go  and  confirm,  on  his  part,  to  our  friend  that  rhis  morning  he  should 
present  a  memorial  to  the  president  of  their  high  mightinesses  with 
the  new  order  of  the  king,  which  excludes  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  from  the  favors  which  France  permits  neutrals  to 
enjoy  on  the  sea  and  in  her  ports,  and  preserves  them  only  to  the  flag 
of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  and  that  after  that  he  should  (though  against 
usage)  make  the  circuit  of  the  hotels  of  all  the  cities  of  Holland,  ant\ 
testify  to  their  respective  pensionaries  the  regret  and  repugnance  with 
which  the  king  will  see  himself  forced  by  themselves  to  publish  the 
said  order.  I  waited  at  the  Hotel  de  France  till  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing to  give  to  the  ambassador,  who  supped  abroad,  the  answer  of  our 
friend.  He  sent  it  off  the  same  night  by  express  to  his  court,  and  I  hold 
myself  ready  this  morning  to  report  on  his  part  to  our  friend  the  manner 
in  which  all  shall  pass. 

16  (evening). 
This  morning  the  ambassador,  after  having  presented  his  memorial 
to  the  president  of  their  high  mightinesses,  made  the  rounds  to  give  in- 
formation of  it  to  the  grand  pensionary  of  Holland,  to  the  secretary  of 
their  high  mightinesses,  to  the  prince  stadtholder,  to  the  pensionaries 
of  the  cities  of  Amsterdam,  Dort,  Brille,  and  Rotterdam.  He  was  nearly 
two  hours  with  the  deputies  of  this  last  city.  He  testified  to  all  of  them 
the  regret  of  the  king  in  having  to  withdraw  from  them  his  favors,  and 
to  permit  one  patriotic  city  alone  to  enjoy  them.  All  manifested  more 
discontent  at  this  distinction  than  at  the  privation,  and  there  is  danger 
of  I  know  not  what  fatal  consequences.  They  pretend  that  it  is  a  thing 
without  example,  and  against  their  constitution,  to  treat  with  one  city 
only.  The  ambassador  replied  to  them  that  this  was  a  wrong  view; 
that  there  was  neither  treaty  nor  convention  between  France  and  Am- 
sterdam, but  that  he  merely  let  this  place  continue  to  enjoy  what  she 
enjoyed  before,  and  that  the  republic  ought  to  be,  on  the  contrary,  well 
satisfied  that  by  means  of  this  city  she  would  not  lose  all.  The  next 
week  he  will  see  the  pensionaries  of  the  other  cities.  For  the  rest  I  am 
of  opinion  that  all  this  will  be  arranged  yet  satisfactorily,  and  that  the 
republic,  seeing  that  the  thing  is  serious,  will  take  the  part  of  giving 
satisfaction  to  France. 

January  17. 
I  gave  the  ambasador  to-day  an  account  of  the  discourse  that  I  held 
yesterday  with  our  friend.  I  must  return  to  morrow  with  the  ambassa- 
dor. I  only  tell  you,  gentlemen,  the  essentials,  and  spare  you  the  de- 
tails of  messages  which  they  charge  me  with,  whose  result  only  is  inter- 
esting. My  interposition  saves  the  noise  there  would  be  from  too  fre- 
quent interviews  between  person^  wl;o  ape  watched. 
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January  20. 
The  two  pensionaries  of  Amsterdam  went  this  morning  on  the  part 
of  their  city  to  tlie  house  of  the  ambassador  to  give  thanks,  and  to 
say  that  they  hoped  his  majesty  would  not  deprive  the  other  confed- 
erates of  favors  which  he  is  willing  to  preserve  to  them.  Thence  they 
went  to  the  grand  pensionary,  to  give  him  information  of  this  proceed- 
ing. In  place  of  sour  looks  and  altercations,  which  they  expected  as 
well  at  the  States  of  the  Province  to-day  as  elsewhere,  they  were 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  themselves  treated  everywhere  with  much 
respect.  Those  of  Rotterdam,  among  others,  sought  their  intercession 
for  their  city.  The  merchants  of  Rotterdam  came  to  implore  the  pro- 
tection of  the  gentlemen  of  Amsterdam,  who  properly  sent  them  away 
to  their  own  magistrates.  The  ambassador,  on  his  part,  notified  this 
morning  the  grand  pensionary  by  word  of  mouth,  and  afterwards  at 
his  request  by  a  note  in  form  of  a  letter,  that  the  king  has  fixed  the 
26th  of  January  to  publish  the  new  order,  if  he  should  not  receive  such 
an  answer  as  he  demands. 

January  21. 
Nothing  is  done  yet.  The  advice  of  the  admiralty  proposed  today 
to  the  States  of  Holland  is  in  contradiction  with  itself.  They  annul, 
in  truth,  their  famous  resolution  of  the  18th  of  November  as  to  the  re- 
striction of  convoy  (from  which  they  wished  then  to  exclude  ship  tim- 
ber), but  would  suspend  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as  to  the  exten- 
sion of  these  convoys  until  the  time  when  they  would  assign  their 
crews.  This  is  only  pushing  time  by  the  shoulders;  it  is  the  Lernean 
hydra,  whose  heads  started  up  in  place  of  those  that  were  de- 
stroyed, for  they  agree  on  all  the  rest.  There  were  yesterday  only 
altercations  and  reproaches,  to  which  those  of  Amsterdam  answered 
with  as  much  moderation  and  decency  as  firmness.  All  has  been  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow,  and  if  they  will  decide  the  affair  by  the  majority, 
Amsterdam  will  protest  anew. 

January  22. 
Nothing  yet  is  done  in  the  assembly  of  Holland.  The  grand  pen- 
sionary had  proposed  a  draft  of  a  resolution,  which  Amsterdam  would 
not  agree  to,  because  there  were  terms  which  appear  deceptive,  and 
Avhich  were  susceptible  of  a  different  explanation  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don from  what  it  might  receive  at  that  of  France.  The  principle  is 
this:  They  would  delay  the  final  resolution  for  the  extension  of  convoy 
to  the  26th,  the  day  when  the  admiralty  must  assign  the  crews  and 
armament.  Now,  this  extension  will  only  signify  in  relation  to  one 
of  the  powers  the  force  of  the  convoys;  in  relation  to  the  other,  the 
suspension  of  convoy  for  ship  timber.  Those  of  Haarlem  have,  there- 
fore, proposed  some  amendments.  If  all  acquiesce,  they  may  to-mor- 
row adopt  a  unanimous  fesglution  that  may  perhaps  satisfy  France. 


JANUARY    12,  1779.  21 

January  23. 
Yet  undecided.  All  the  cities,  meanwhile,  are  of  one  mind  with 
Amsterdam  on  the  plan  proposed  by  Haarlem.  Bat  a  great  personage 
with  the  majority  of  the  nobility  still  dispute  about  the  terms.  Pend- 
ing this,  a  courier  has  been  dispatched  to-day  to  Paris  to  obtaiu,  if 
possible,  a  further  delay  of  a  week  in  favor  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam, 
which  strongly  interceded  in  behalf  of  the  others.  It  remains  to  be 
known  if  this  courier  can  arrive  in  time  on  the  2Gth.  Amsterdam  has 
declared  to  day  that  she  will  remain  tirm  and  immovable,  and  will 
neither  suffer  herself  to  be  forced  nor  deceived — a  very  strong  expression. 

January  29. 
Contrary  to  all  appearances,  they  have  not  resolved  anything  to- 
day. The  answer  proposed  by  the  admiralty  was  so  obscure  and  am- 
biguous, that  Amsterdam  has  given  notice  that  she  will  protest  again 
that  it  was  only  necessary  to  communicate  to  France  the  resolution  of 
the  26th  instant,  by  which  the  republic  repealed  that  of  the  18th  of 
November,  which  displeased  France,  and  embraced  the  most  perfect 
neutrality.  They  were  not  willing  to  follow  this  advice,  and  they  have 
again  prolonged  the  assembly  till  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  next.  They 
wish  to  deceive  us,  said  our  friend,  but  they  will  not  succeed. 

February  4. 

The  assembly  of  Holland  resolved  to-day,  by  a  majority,  on  the  an- 
swer to  be  given  to  France,  referred  from  yesterday,  against  which 
Amsterdam,  with  Haarlem,  has  renewed  formally  her  protestation  of 
the  19th  of  December;  after  which  the  assembly  separated.  It  will  meet 
again  the  25th  of  February. 

February  16. 

The  States-General  have  not  yet  made  answer  to  the  ambassador. 
The  deputies  of  the  provinces  have  declared  that  they  were  not  au- 
thorized thereto  by  their  constituents. 

I  am  returned  from  Amsterdam,  where  I  have  (  een  to  see  if  the 
four  new  burgomasters  who  have  entered  upon  office  are  in  the  same 
disposition  as  those  of  the  past  year;  and  I  have  found  that  all  goes 
on  well;  as  also  if  the  merchants  intend  to  profit  forthwith  by  the  priv- 
ileges conceded  to  them.  A  letter  will  not  admit  of  the  details,  which 
1  have  communicated  hereon  to  the  ambassador  of  France.  The 
paper  here  annexed,  which  I  have  drawn  up  and  circulated,  will  give 
you  a  summary  view  of  all  that  has  passed  of  interest. 

Our  friend  has  sent  me  the  materials  for  a  plan  of  a  treaty  between 
the  two  republics.  I  am  occupied  with  it.  As  soon  it  is  drafted  1 
will  make  copies  for  America  and  Paris. 

The  long  silence  that  America  keeps,  and  the  rumors  which  are  in- 
dustriously spread,  and  which  nobody  has  authentically  contradicted, 
of  divisions  that  prevail  there,  of  the  submission  even  of  two  or  three  of 


22  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

the  most  Southern  States,  and  even  of  Virginia,  make  me  see  and  ex- 
perience more  reserve  and  timidity,  on  the  part  even  of  those  of  Am- 
sterdam, than  in  the  past  year.  I  pray  God  to  guard  America  from 
traitors  as  well  as  from  open  enemies. 

February  24. 

There  is  a  letter  from  the  prince  stadtholder  to  the  States  of  the 
Province  of  Friesland,  which  will  have  serious  consequences,  because 
it  is  very  partial  to  England  and  against  France.  I  had  the  good  for- 
tune, Friday,  the  19th,  to  be  able  to  procure  an  authentic  copy  of  it  for 
the  ambassador.  I  learned  the  same  day  that  it  was  printed  at  Am- 
sterdam. It  sells,  circulates  rapidly,  and  makes  much  noise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Sartine  to  the  Commissioners  at  Paris.* 

[Translatiou.] 

Versailles,  January  13,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant.  I  know 
that  you  direct  your  agents,  in  different  ports  of  the  kingdom,  to  sup- 
ply American  prisoners  escaped  or  returning  from  England  with  what- 
ever may  be  necessary  on  their  arrival;  but  you  appear  not  to  have 
given  these  orders  in  the  ports  of  Normandy,  and  I  am  informed  that 
some  prisoners  who  need  assistance  have  appeared  in  those  ports.  It 
seems  to  me  necessary  that  you  should  take  such  measures  as  you  may 
judge  proper  on  this  subject.  I  will  transmit  to  you  an  account  of  the 
expenses  which  have  been  incurred  up  to  the  last  of  December. 

1  have  given  orders  in  all  the  ports  for  the  reception  of  English  pris- 
oners brought  in  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  their  detention  in 
the  prisons  destined  for  that  purpose,  and  for  their  usual  supply  of 
rations.  A  particular  account  of  this  expenditure  will  be  kept.  You 
may  therefore  direct  your  agents  in  all  the  ports  to  deliver  such  pris- 
oners, on  their  arrival,  to  the  commissaries-general. 
And  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Sartine. 


Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  William  Lee,  at  Frankfort. t 

Passy,  January  13,  1779. 
Sir:  The  letter  which  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  us  on  the  15th 
of  December  we  have  received.    As  we  have  heard  nothing  further  of 
the  congress  in  Germany,  which  you  inform  us  was  talked  of,  we  pre- 
sume that  no  such  measure  will  take  place. 
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However,  whether  there  be  a  cougress  or  not,  we  can  not  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  gentleman  you  mention,  nor  advise  him  to  take 
any  steps  in  the  business. 

We  have  also  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  9th  of  December,  inform- 
ing us  of  your  draft  upon  us  for  twenty-four  thousand  livres,  at  one 
month's  date,  payable  to  Mr.  Grand.    The  bill  of  exchange  itself  has 
also  been  presented  to  us,  and  accepted. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
Arthur  Lee. 
John  Adams. 


Congress — Fidelity  to  French  Alliance.* 

January  14,  1779. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  House  by  the  honorable 
Sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  that  "it  is  pretended 
the  United  States  have  preserved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great 
Britain  separately  from  their  ally  as  long  as  Great  Britain  shall  not 
have  declared  war  against  the  king  his  master :  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  as  neither  France  nor  these  United  States 
may  of  right,  so  these  United  States  will  not,  conclude  either  truce  or 
peace  with  the  common  enemy  without  the  formal  consent  of  their 
ally  first  obtained ;  and  that  any  matters  or  things  which  may  be  insin- 
uated or  asserted  to  the  contrary  thereof  tend  to  the  injury  and  dis- 
honor of  the  said  States. t 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.}: 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  January  14,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  honored  me  on  the 
13th  of  this  month,  on  sending  me  the  resolution  of  Congress  in  answer 
to  the  representations  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  it  on  the  5th 
and  10th. 

I  request  you  to  receive,  and  to  offer  to  Congress,  all  the  sensibility 
with  which  I  have  seen  the  frank,  noble,  and  explicit  manner  in  which 
they  have  destroyed  false  and  dangerous  insinuations,  which  might  de- 
ceive the  misinformed  people,  and  give  arms  to  the  enemies  of  the  com- 
mon cause. 

The  king,  my  master,  sir,  does  not  need  these  proofs  in  order  to  place 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  printed  secret  journals  of  Congress. 
t  See  infra,  proceedinj^s  of  Congress,   Feb.  15,  23,  24,  1779. 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  57.5. 
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his  confidence  in  the  disposition  of  firmness  and  constancy  whicli  is  ex- 
hibited by  Congress  in  the  principles  of  the  alliance;  bnt  his  majesty- 
will  always  see  with  pleasure  the  measures  that  Congress  shall  take  to 
maintain  its  reputation  inviolate,  and  it  is  from  this  same  consideration 
that  I  tiatter  myself  he  will  have  found  my  representation  of  the  7th  of 
December  last  equally  worthy  of  his  attention. 
I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  etc., 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Passy,  January  15,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  It  being  undoubtedly  our  duty  to  give  the  clearest 
account  to  Congress  of  the  disbursement  of  their  money  intrusted  to  us, 
and  as  I  apprehend  our  advancing  to  Mr.  William  Lee  and  Mr.  Ealph 
Izard  so  large  a  sum  as  four  thousand  guineasatonce,inFebruary,1778, 
without  any  order  of  Congress  for  so  doing,  and  at  a  time  when  money, 
was  most  wanted  to  fulfill  their  actual  orders  in  the  purchase  of  arms, 
etc.,  may  subject  the  commissioners  to  censure,  I  think  it  right  and 
necessary  to  relate  the  circumstances,  that  they  may  be  communicated 
to  our  constitutents.  Those  gentlemen,  then,  having  represented  to  Mr. 
Deane,  Mr.  Lee,  and  myself  that,  though  they  had  received  commissions 
to  go  and  reside  at  the  courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  Florence,  no  pro- 
vision had  arrived  for  their  subsistence  ;  that  they  were  nearly  ready 
to  set  out  for  their  respective  destinations,  but  wanted  money  to  defray 
the  expense  of  their  journeys  ;  for  which  they  therefore  requested  us 
to  furnish  them  with  a  credit  on  our  banker;  the  commissioners,  fear- 
ing that  the  public  interests  might  possibly  suffer  if  those  journeys 
were  delayed  till  the  necessary  provision  or  orders  should  arrive  from 
America,  thought  they  might  be  justified  in  giving-  such  a  credit  for 
the  expense  of  those  journeys ;  and  Mr.  Lee,  being  asked  what  sum  he 
imagined  would  be  necessary,  said  justly  that  the  expense  of  his  journey 
could  not  be  exactly  ascertained  beforehand ;  but,  if  he  were  empowered 
to  draw  on  our  banker,  he  should  certainly  only  take  from  time  to  time 
what  was  absolutely  necessary,  and  therefore  it  was  of  little  importance 
for  what  sum  the  credit  should  be  ordered ;  it  would,  however,  look 
handsome  and  confidential  if  the  sum  were  two  thousand  louis.  We,  there- 
upon, confiding  that  no  more  of  this  money  would  be  taken  out  of  our  dis- 
position than  the  expenses  of  the  journeys  as  they  should  accrue,  did 
frankly  but  unwarily  give  the  orders. 

Mr.  Deane  and  myself  were,  however,  soon  surprised  with  the  in- 
telligence that  the  gentlemen  had  gone  directly  to  the  banker,  and  by 
virtue  of  these  orders  had  taken  out  of  our  account  the  whole  sum  meu- 
tioned  and  carried  it  to  their  own ;  leaving  the  money  indeed  in  his 

*  8  Sparks'  Franklin,  310  •  G  Bigelow's  Franklin,  i>94. 
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hands,  but  requiring  bis  receipt  for  it  as  tbeir  money,  for  which  he  was 
to  be  accountable  to  tbeiu  only.  This  enormous  sum  having  been  re- 
ceived by  those  gentlemen  not  above  ten  months,  I  was  still  more  sur- 
prised when  the  following  letters  were  communicated  to  me  by  my 
present  colleagues,  requiring  more  money.  My  colleague  Mr.  Adams 
was  at  first  as  much  surprised  as  myself * 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Paris,  January  1/5,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  [I  have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  of  enclosin.g  you  copies 
of  my  answer  to  Dr.  Berkenhout  and  my  correspondence  with  the  min- 
ister upon  the  same.  Knowing  how  little  sincerity  or  honor  there  is  in 
the  intentions  of  the  King  of  England  and  his  agents,  I  expect  to  hear 
nothing  more  upon  the  subject. ]| 

Our  enemies  are  in  as  much  confusion  and  disorder  as  possible.  Ad- 
miral Kei)pel's  trial,  which  is  considered  as  a  sort  of  an  assassination, 
has  revolted  all  men's  minds.  Those  of  Sir  Hugh  Palliser  and  the 
Howes  are  soon  to  follow.  The  demon  of  discord  has  lighted  among 
them  his  most  destructive  torch.  Tbey  have  made  some  attempts  on 
the  landed  property  in  Wales,  which  is  likely  to  raise  that  principality 
against  them  if  they  i)ersist ;  and  the  king  is  not  remjirkable  for  the  wis- 
dom of  retracting  from  what  he  has  once  comnienced.  It  is  at  present 
by  no  means  improbable  that  they  will  have  intestine  commotions  to 
employ  them  in  the  course  of  this  year,  and  their  possessions  are  so  ill 
l)rovided,  that  many  of  them  must  fall  an  easy  prey  to  our  ally.  The 
jjarting  proclamation  and  manifesto  of  their  commissioners  has  dis- 
graced them  much  in  Europe,  and  the  counter  manifesto  of  Congress 
is  generally  approved. 

A  large  West  India  fleet  and  transport,  victuallers  of  two  hundred 
sail,  with  twenty-five  sail  of  men-of-war  to  convoy  them,  were  lately 
dis[)ersed  by  a  terrible  storm  in  the  channel,  A  most  valuable  East 
Indiaman  was  sunk  to  the  bottom  by  the  Eussel,  a  74-gun  shij),  which 
was  greatly  damaged.  Many  of  their  transports  were  forced  into  the 
harbors  of  France  and  captured.  The  loss,  damage,  and  delay  are 
very  considerable,  and  the  more  distressing  to  them,  as  they  are  with 
great  reason  under  infinite  apprehensions  for  the  fate  of  their  islands. 
It  is  supposed  that  only  five  of  the  n)en-of-war  are  to  continue  with 
them  quite  to  the  West  Indies. 

*  Here  the  manuscript  breaks  ott',  apparently  in  an  unfinished  state. — Spakk.s'. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  539,  with  omissions  and  verbal 
changes. 

t  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  iu  Sparks'  ed. 
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There  are  many  doubts  of  their  beiug  able  to  raise  the  loan  they 
want,  and  it  certaiuly  will  uot  be  procured  but  on  most  ruinous 
terms.  In  short,  their  distress  begins  to  be  proportioned  to  their  deserts, 
and  is  only  exceeded  by  the  folly  of  their  councils. 

There  is  not  yet  any  appearance  of  a  pacification  in  Germany ;  and 
the  city  of  Amsterdam  is  exerting  its  utmost  to  preserve  the  States- 
General  in  their  neutrality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  January  15,  1779. 

Sir  :  With  all  my  eagerness  for  whatever  can  be  agreeable  to  Con- 
gress, I  have  made  use  of  their  resolution  relative  to  M.  Duportail  t  and 
the  officers  who  accompany  him.  They  feel  much  honored  by  the  praises 
which  their  services  and  conduct  have  merited,  as  well  as  by  the  confi- 
dence which  Congress  shows  in  them,  by  desiring  them  to  pass  another 
campaign  in  the  service  of  the  CTnited  States.  Their  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed,  expresses  their  resolution  to  accept  this  invitation, 
and  moreover  contains  proofs  of  an  unlimited  confidence  in  the  justice 
and  goodness  of  Congress. 

I  do  not  doubt,  sir,  that  these  sentiments  will  increase  the  degree  of 
esteem  and  good  will  which  they  already  deserve  on  account  of  their 
distinguished  services.  This  affair  being  thus  settled,  I  shall  lose  no 
time  in  asking  of  the  king  the  consent  which  the  officers  of  engineers 
need.  My  knowledge  of  the  dispositions  of  the  kiug  and  his  ministry 
in  relation  to  whatever  may  be  useful  to  the  United  States  does  not 
allow  me  to  doubt  that  my  conduct  and  the  attachment  of  these  officers 
to  the  American  service  will  be  approved. 
I  am,  with  respectful  esteem,  etc., 

Gerard. 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  576. 

t  Duportail  (Louia  Lebegne)  was  one  of  the  first  engineers  engaged  by  Deane  in 
Paris  in  1776.  He  was  appointed  colouel  of  engineers  on  his  arrival  at  Philadelphia, 
and  became  brigadier-general  on-  Nov.  17,  1777,  and  major-general  on  Nov.  16,  1781, 
in  recognition  of  his  services  in  the  command  of  the  engineer  department  at  York- 
town.  He  materially  aided  La  Fayette  dnring  the  latter's  Virginia  campaign.  Du- 
portail on  his  return  to  France  became  marechal  de  camp  ;  and  was  at  the  head  of 
the  war  department  in  1790-'91.  He  escaped  to  America  during  the  reign  of  terror,  but 
died  at  eea  on  ine  return  voyage.     See  Introduction,  ^  78. 
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Duportail,   La  Radiere,   and  Laumoy   to   M.   Gerard.* 

[Transhitiou.] 

Philadelphia,  January  15,  1779. 

Sir  :  We  have  been  penetrated  with  gratitude  on  seeing  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  annexed  to  your  excellency's  letter,  proofs  of  esteem 
with  which  we  are  honored  by  our  illustrious  general,  and  which  gives 
occasion  to  the  proposition  which  is  made  to  us  of  continuing  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  United  States  through  the  next  campaign.  We  willingly  con- 
sent to  it,  since  your  excellency  thinks  that  we  shall  thereby  fulfill  the 
intentions  of  the  court,  and  since  you  are  so  kind  as  to  take  upon  your- 
self the  trouble  of  asking  from  it  the  necessary  jiermission.  Eelying  also 
on  the  justice  of  Congress  for  the  favors  which  we  may  merit  from 
longer  services,  we  affix  no  conditions  to  the  continuance  of  our  resi- 
dence in  America.  But  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  state,  that  being  deter- 
mined to  remain  here  by  our  desire  of  serving  and  of  being  useful  to 
the  United  States,  if  the  means  of  usefulness  should  disappear  on  any 
account  whatsoever  we  shall  be  desirous  of  preserving  the  liberty  of 
returning  into  our  country.  Sensible  of  the  interest  which  your  excel- 
lency is  so  kind  as  to  take  in  this  affair,  we  beg  you  to  accept  our  most 
humble  thanks. 

We  are,  respectfully,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants, 

Duportail. 

La  Radiere. 
Laumoy. 

P.  S. — M.  de  Goudion  has  said  that  he  would  agree  to  whatever  we 
should  do. 


Price  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Newington-Green,  January  18,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  Tour  most  kind  and  excellent  letter,  together  with  the 
letter  conveying  the  resolution  of  Congress,  has  made  the  deepest  im- 
pression on  my  mind.  I  entreat  you  to  accept  yourself  and  to  deliver 
to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Adams  my  best  acknowledgments.  Though 
I  can  not  hesitate  about  the  reply  addressed  to  the  honorable  commis- 
sioners, and  through  them  to  Congress,  which  accompanies  this  letter, 
yet  so  flattering  a  testimony  of  the  regard  of  an  assembly  which  I  con- 
sider as  the  most  respectable  and  important  in  the  world  can  not  but 
give  me  the  highest  pleasure,  and  I  shall  always  reckon  it  among  the 
first  honors  of  my  life. 

There  is  an  indolence  growing  upon  me  as  I  grow  older  which  will 
probably  prevent  me  forever  from  undertaking  any  public  employment. 

*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  576.  *  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  540. 
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When  I  am  in  my  study  and  among  my  books  and  Lave  nothing  to 
encumber  me  I  am  happy,  but  so  weak  are  my  spirits,  that  the  smallest 
hurry  and  even  consciousness  of  having  anything  to  do  which  must  be 
done  will  sometimes  distress  and  overpower  me.  What  I  have  written 
on  the  subject  of  finances  has  been  chiefly  an  amusement  which  I  had 
pursued  at  my  leisure,  with  some  hope,  indeed,  but  very  little  expecta- 
tion, of  its  being  useful.  Nothing  can  be  more  melancholy  than  to  see 
so  many  great  European  states  depressed  and  crippled  by  having  debts 
which  have  been  the  growth  of  ages,  and  which  in  the  end  must  ruin 
them,  but  which  a  small  appropriation  faithfully  applied  might  have 
always  kept  within  the  bounds  of  safety.  This  is  particularly  true  of  this 
country.  Here  our  debts  mi>st  soon  produce  a  shocking  catastrophe. 
The  new  world  will,  I  hope,  take  warning  and  profit  by  the  follies,  cor- 
ruptions, and  miseries  of  the  old. 

My  pamphlets  on  the  principles  of  government  and  the  American  war 
were  extorted  from  me  by  my  judgment  and  my  feelings.  They  have 
brought  upon  me  a  great  deal  of  abuse;  but  abundant  amends  have 
been  made  me  by  the  approbation  of  many  of  the  best  men  here  and 
abroad,  and  particularly  by  that  vote  of  Congress,  to  which  I  suppose 
they  may  have  contributed.  When  you  write  to  any  of  the  members  of 
that  assembly  be  so  good  as  to  represent  me  as  a  zealous  friend  to  lib- 
erty, who  is  anxiously  attentive  to  the  great  struggle  in  which  they  are 
engaged,  and  who  wishes  earnestly,  for  the  sake  of  the  world,  that 
British  America  may  preserve  its  liberty,  set  an  example  of  moderation 
and  magnanimity,  and  establish  such  forms  of  government  as  may  ren- 
der it  an  asylum  for  the  virtuous  and  oppressed  in  other  countries. 

Tell  Dr.  Franklin  that  he  is  one  of  the  friends  in  whom,  while  in  this 
country,  I  always  delighted,  and  for  whom  I  must  ever  retain  the 
greatest  esteem  and  affection.  We  are  now  separated  from  one  another, 
never  probably  to  meet  again  on  this  side  the  grave.  My  connections 
and  state  of  health  and  spirits  are  such  that  I  must  stay  in  this  country 
and  wait  its  fate.  I  do  this  with  a  painful  concern  for  the  infatuation 
that  has  brought  it  into  its  present  danger,  but  at  the  same  time  with 
indifference  as  far  as  my  own  personal  interest  is  concerned,  and  a  per- 
fect complacency  in  the  consciousness  of  having  endeavored  to  act  the 
part  of  a  good  citizen  and  to  serve  the  best  of  all  causes.  Will  you 
further  mention  me  particularly  to  Mr.  Adams  and  inform  him  that  I 
greatly  respect  his  character. 

Some  good  friends  of  yours  and  mine  are  well,  but  I  differ  from  them 
at  present  in  opinion. 

Under  a  grateful  sense  of  your  friendship,  and  with  regard  and  wishes 
of  all  possible  happiness, 
I  am,  dear  sir,  etc., 

Richard  Price. 
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Congress — Conduct  of  Commissioners  abroad.* 

January  20, 1779. 
Resolved,  That  a  coraiiiittee  of  one  member  from  each  State  be  ap- 
poiuted,  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign  affairs  of  these  United 
States,  and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners  of 
these  States  in  Europe,  and  report  thereon.  The  members  chosen:  Mr. 
Whipple,  Mr.  Gerr^-,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duaue,  Mv.  Fell,  Mr. 
Searle,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens, 
and  Mr.  Lang  worthy. t 


Deane  to  the   President  of  Congress. t 

Philadelphia,  January  21,  1779. 
Sir  :  When  I  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on  Congress,  you  were  pleased 
to  inform  me  that  if  Congress  had  any  further  commands  for  me  I 
should  be  notified  thereof.  E^ot  having  received  anj^  notice  from  you 
on  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that  my  affairs  are  be- 
come so  pressing  and  so  peculiarly  circumstanced,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  attend  longer  without  doing  greater  prejudice  to  myself  and 
interest  than  I  am  able  to  sustain.  I  must  therefore  request  of  you  to 
remind  Congress  of  my  situation,  and  that  you  will  inform  me  of  their 
determination  respecting  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Congress.  $ 


January  21,  1779. 
A  memorial  from  M.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  and 
consul-general,  was  read,  enclosing  a  commission  of  consul  in  the  port 
of  Boston  and  other  ports  in  Massachusetts  Bay  to  the  Sieur  Valnais. 
The  commission  was  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  they  were 
instructed  to  register  it,  and  to  return  the  original  to  M.  A^alnais,  and 
to  take  measures  for  making  him  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern 
as  consul  of  France  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 

•MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  secret  journals  of  Congress. 

t See  action  of  Congress,  supra,  Sept.  22,  1778;  infra;  Mar.  24,  27,  Apr.  3,  15,  20, 
30,  June  10,  1779. 
tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  132. 
$  MSS.  secret  journals,  Dep.  of  State  ;  printed  journals  of  Congress. 
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Franklin  Lee  and  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

PasSy,  January  24,  1779. 

We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  20th,  en- 
closing M.  de  Sartine's  answer  relative  to  the  convoy  which  we  requested 
of  your  excellency  for  the  ships  now  assembled  at  ]S antes. 

We  are  totally  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  M.  de  Sartine  writes  of 
four  vessels  mentioned  by  us  as  ready  to  sail  and  a  convoy  having  sailed 
with  two  of  them.  We  never  mentioned  anything  concerning  those  four 
vessels,  nor  has  the  api^ointment  of  a  convoy  been  announced  to  us,  nor 
to  those  who  have  applied  through  us,  and  consequently  they  remain  in 
expectation  of  an  answer,  and  of  a  favorable  one,  through  his  majesty's 
goodness  and  our  application.  We  therefore  apprehend  that  M,  de 
Sartine  is  under  some  misinformation  on  that  subject. 

On  the  29th  of  December  we  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  excel- 
lency that  we  had  received  a  letter  signed  by  many  gentlemen  at  Nantes 
and  dated  the  15th  of  that  month,  informing  us  that  most  of  their  ves- 
sels were  ready  to  sail  to  America  and  that  others  were  expected  to  be 
ready  immediately,  so  that  the  convoy  might  be  ordered  as  soon  a  con- 
venience would  permit;  that  they  were  desirous  of  a  convoy  quite  to 
America,  if  consistent  with  his  majesty's  service,  or  at  least  to  the  west- 
ward of  the  Western  Islands ;  that  it  was  of  so  much  importance  to  our 
countrymen  to  be  supplied  with  goods  of  various  kinds,  and  especially 
with  warlike  stores,  and  there  are  so  many  belonging  to  the  United 
States  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  as  well  as  to  individuals  now 
ready  to  go,  that  we  can  not  avoid  interesting  ourselves  with  your  ex- 
cellency that  a  suflQcient  convoy  may  be  appointed,  and  that  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  rendezvous  at  Nantes. 

On  the  9th  day  of  this  month  your  excellency  wrote  us  desiring  to 
know  at  w^hat  port  the  vessels  for  which  we  solicited  a  convoy  were 
collected.  To  this  we  replied  on  the  15th,  those  vessels  are  at  Nantes, 
where  ihey  wait  for  the  convoy,  which  we  hope  may  be  ordered  immedi- 
ately, as  a  letter  we  received  yesterday  from  a  large  number  of  gentle- 
men at  Nantes  informs  us  that  many  vessels  with  valuable  cargoes 
have  been  waiting  a  considerable  time  for  the  convoy. 

We  are  since  well  informed  that  the  number  of  vessels  is  about  fif- 
teen. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  by  these  proceedings  that  from  the  mid- 
dle of  last  month  to  this  time  the  gentlemen  who  have  applied  through 
us  for  a  convoy,  and  among  whom  are  some  as  respectable  as  any  in  our 
country,  have  been  waiting  at  a  considerable  expense  in  expectation  of 
their  request  being  granted.  They  had  so  full  a  confidence  that  such 
an  application  would  be  successful  that  they  for  some  time  imputed 
their  disappointment  to  our  neglect. 

We  therefore  beseech  of  your  excellency  that  as  strong  a  convoy  as 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State, 
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can  be  spared  either  quite  through  or  to  the  westward  of  the  Western 
Islands  may  be  granted  immediately ;  as  we  conceive  the  supplies  that 
are  to  go  are  of  very  great  importance  to  the  UnitedStates,  and  that 
they  will  certainly  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands  if  unprotected. 


Franklin  to  Hartley.* 

Passy,  January  25,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  a  long  time  believed  that  your  Government  were  in 
earnest  in  agreeing  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners.  I  begin  now  to  think 
1  wns  mistaken.  It  seems  they  can  not  give  up  the  pleasingidea  of  having 
at  the  end  of  the  war  one  thousand  Americans  to  hang  for  high  treason. 
You  were  also  long  of  opinion  that  the  animosity  against  America  was 
not  national  or  general ;  but  having  seen  the  exterminating  i)roclaraa- 
tioii  of  the  commissioners  approved  by  king,  lords,  and  commons,  and 
that  not  attended  by  any  marks  of  popular  disapprobation,  perhaps  you 
too  begin  to  think  you  are  mistaken.  I  thank  you  for  writing  those 
excellent  letters  to  your  constituents.  I  like  all  but  your  reflections 
against  the  King  of  France  for  assisting  us.  In  my  mind  the  coming 
to  the  relief  of  an  innocent  people  under  the  bloody  oppression  your 
ministers  were  exercising  over  them,  and  exposing  himself  and  nation 
to  a  war  on  their  account,  was  not  only  what  any  prince  had  a  right  to 
do  for  the  sake  of  common  humanity,  but  was  a  magnanimous  and 
heroic  action,  that  is  admired  at  present  by  the  wise  and  good  through 
all  Europe,  and  will  hand  his  name  down  with  glory  to  posterity.  Oqr 
different  ways  of  thinking  in  this  particular  will  not,  however,  diminish 
our  private  friendship,  nor  impair  the  sentiment  of  sincere  esteem  and 
respect  with  which, 

I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours, 

B.  Franklin. 


Congress — Ford's  Treachery. t 

January  26,  1779. 

The  honorable  Meriwether  Smith  laid  before  Congress  sundry  papers, 
which  he  informed  the  House  contained  matters  of  public  information, 
and  which  the  delegates  of  Virginia  were  instructed  to  lay  before 
Congress.    The  papers,  being  read,  are — 

1.  An  account,  headed  "Sums advanced  for  the  State  of  Virginia  by 
the  honorable  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  dated  the  3d  of  September,  1778," 
and  undersigned  "  A  true  copy,  H.  Ford,  secretary,"  on  which  is  en- 
dorsed as  follows  :  '^  The  delegates  from  the  State  of  Virginia  are  in- 
structed to  lay  this  paper  before  Congress,  with  a  view  to  inform  them 
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that  Hezekiali  Ford,  who  signs  it  as  secretary  to  the  honorable  Arthur 
Lee,  hath  been  and  is  considered  by  the  governor  and  council  of  this 
State  as  an  enemy  to  the  American  cause  of  independence,  and  by  no 
means  a  fit  subject  to  be  near  the  person  of  an  American  commissioner 
in  Europe,  or  intrusted  with  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  United  [sic]  or  of 
their  allies.     January  the  25th,  1779." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  communicate  to  the 
honorable  Mr.  A.  Lee  by  the  first  opportunity  the  pur])ort  of  the  above 
endorsement,  that  he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Mr. 
Ford.* 


Franklin,  Lee,  and  Adams  to  John  Lloyd  and  others,  t 

Passy,  January  20,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  We  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  21st 
of  this  month. 

You  desire  to  know  what  port  or  ports  is  or  are  made  free  pursuant 
to  the  treaty.  We  believe  that  none  has  as  yet  been  determined  on; 
at  present  all  the  ports  of  France  are  open  to  American  vessels  of  all 
denominations,  and  we  are  at  present  rather  doubtful  whether  it  would 
be  politic  in  us  to  apply  to  have  any  distinction  made.  If  the  appoint- 
ment of  free  ports  would  relieve  us  from  the  payment  of  duties,  import 
or  export,  we  should  apply  immediately ;  but,  as  we  apprehend  this 
advantage  would  not  be  the  consequence,  the  limits  of  tue  free  ports 
would  be  prescribed,  and  the  same  duties  must  be  paid,  upon  removing 
'goods  within  or  without  those  limits,  as  are  now  paid  upon  the  imports 
and  exports.  Goods,  however,  might  be  brought  into  such  free  ports 
from  abroad  and  then  landed,  and  stand  for  a  time  and  then  exported 
without  paying  duties;  but  whether  this  would  be  any  great  advantage 
to  our  trade  you  are  better  judges  than  we.  We  shall  be  glad  of  your 
advice  upon  this  head;  and,  if  you  think  of  any  advantages  of  consid- 
erable moment  that  would  arise,  we  shall  be  always  ready  to  apply  for 
such  an  appointment. 

We  are  sorry  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  give  you  any  acceptable  infor- 
mation respecting  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  Bar- 
bary  corsairs.  All  we  can  say  is,  that  we  have  applied  to  the  ministry 
upon  this  head  some  months  ago,  and  received  satisfactory  expressions 
of  the  disposition  of  this  government  to  do  everything  which  is  stipu- 
lated in  that  article  of  the  treaty.  But  some  things  remain  to  be  de- 
termined by  Congress,  to  whom  we  have  written  upon  the  subject,  and 
we  must  necessarily  wait  their  instructions. 

There  are  two  inquiries  to  be  made,  viz :  which,  of  all  the  nations  who 

*  See  Introduction,  jilHO. 
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now  trade  with  France,  is  the  most  favored,  and  what  duties  are  paid 
by  tliat  nation  ?  These  duties,  and  these  only,  we  suppose  we  are  to 
pay  ;  and  as  soon  as  cirisumstances  will  i)errnit  (two  of  us  having  been 
for  a  fortnight  very  ill  and  one  of  us  continuing  so)  we  shall  apply  (o 
the  ministry  for  an  eclaircissement  upon  this  head,  which  we  will  en- 
deavor to  communicate  to  you  as  soon  as  we  shall  obtain  it. 

We  have  received  an  answer  to  our  last  api)lication  for  a  convoj'  from 
their  excellencies  Count  de  Yergennes  and  M.  de  Sartine;  but  the  an- 
swers convinced  us  that  M.  de  Sartine  was  under  some  misinformation  or 
misunderstanding  relative  to  the  business,  which  obliged  us  to  write 
again.  As  soon  as  we  shall  be  honored  with  an  ausw'er,  we  will  com- 
municate the  result  of  it  to  you. 

Mi'antime  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedieut  humble  servants, 

B.  Franklin. 

Arthur  Lee. 

John  ADAMt>. 


Izard  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  January  28,  1770. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  informing  Congress  that  the 
political  state  of  Kuiope  has  prevented  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany 
from  receiving  me  iii  the  character  of  their  representative,  and  as  V 
thought  it  would  be  injurious  to  them  if  I  had  resided  at  his  court  in 
any  other  character  1  have  remained  in  France,  ready  to  embrace  the 
first  opportunity  of  obeying  tlie  orders  of  Congress  if  any  change  of 
circumstances  should  put  it  in  my  power  to  do  so. 

In  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  Congress  "that  the  commissioners 
at  the  other  courts  in  Europe  be  em[)owered  to  draw  bills  of  exchange 
from  time  to  time  for  the  amount  of  their  expenses  upon  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  court  of  France,"  1  drew  a  bill  of  exchange  on  the  V2\\\ 
instant  for  live  hundred  louis  d'ors  on  the  commissioners  at  this  court, 
and  1  waited  on  them  at  Tassy  with  it  myself  for  acceptance.  I  i>rc- 
sented  it  to  Dr.  Franklin,  as  eldest,  who  refused  to  accept  it.  He  said 
the  two  thousand  louis  d'ors,  which  I  had  already  had  were  so  extrav- 
agant a  sum  that  he  was  sure  I  could  not  have  spent  it;  and,  if  I  had, 
lie  saw  no  reason  why  Congress  should  maintain  my  family.  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  recollect  that  my  commission  is  dated  July  1,  1777, 
and  that  I  received  it  the  September  following.  Dr.  Franklin  added 
that  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  May,  1778,  to  which  I  referred  him, 
directed  that  the  commissioners  at  the  other  courts  of  Europe  should 
draw  bills  for  the  amount  of  their  expenses  ;  but  as  I  was  not  at  Flor- 
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ence,  be  was  deteiiuiiied  not  t«>  couseut  that  any  iiioie  money  should 
be  paid  me,  and  1  might  protest  the  bill  if  1  pleased.  I  desired  that 
he  would  favor  me  with  his  reasons  iu  writing-,  which  he  promised  lo 
do;  but  though  I  wrote  him  eight  days  after  about  it,  and  received 
a  repetition  of  his  promise  under  his  hand,  he  has  not  to  this  day  i)aid 
the  least  regard  to  it.  Congress  will  judge,  when  they  consider  tiie 
differences  which  have  for  some  time  past  unhappily  subsisted  between 
us  by  what  motive  Dr.  Franklin  has  been  actuated  in  the  conduct 
which  I  have  just  stated,  and  will,  I  hope,  take  such  measures  as  will 
for  the  future  prevent  any  such  unjustifiable  pro(;eedings. 

As  the  commissioners  at  the  other  courts  of  Europe  are  directed  to 
draw  bills  of  exchange  for  their  support  on  the  representatives  of  Con- 
gress at  the  court  of  France,  the  situation  of  the  former  will  be  very 
deplorable  if  the  latter  are  allowed  the  liberty  of  disobeying  those  orders 
of  Congress,  whatever  may  be  the  pretence  for  such  disobedience.  At 
the  time  of  Br.  Franklin's  refusal  to  accept  my  bills  for  five  hundred 
louis  d'ors  there  were  in  the  hands  of  the  i)ublic  banker  between  two 
hundred  thousand  and  three  hundred  thousand  livres.  Dr.  Franklin  is 
not  empowered  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  my  going  into  Italy  or  stay- 
ing in  France.  I  consulted  him,  however,  about  it,  and  it  was  his 
opinion  that  the  situation  of  affairs  did  not  admit  of  my  going  to  Flor- 
ence. After  Dr.  Franklin  had  refused  to  accept  the  billl  presented  it 
to  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Adams,  who  accepted  it  immediately.  It  is  with 
reluctance  that  I  lay  this  matter  before  Congress,  but  it  is  my  duty  to 
do  it,  as  it  is  an  evil  that  requires  an  iuiinediate  remedy.  Our  disagree- 
ments are  much  to  be  lamented  by  every  friend  to  our  country.  l>an, 
with  the  most  perfect  truth,  declare  that  I  have  done  everything  in  my 
power  to  prevent  them,  but  I  have  found  it  impossible.  I  have  a  most 
grateful  sense  of  the  goodness  of  Congress  to  me  in  appointing  me  one 
of  their  representatives  in  Europe.  It  has  been  my  constant  wish  to 
prove  myself  worthy  of  the  confidence  with  which  they  have  honored 
me,  and  I  consider  it  as  my  greatest  nrisfortune  that  I  have  not  had  it 
in  my  power  to  render  them  any  service. 

As  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  pros|»ect  of  my  being  received  in 
my  public  character  at  Florence,  nor  any  other  means  of  my  being  of 
service,  I  am  desirous  of  returning  to  America.  I  should  take  the  first 
good  opportunity  of  doing  so,  but  do  not  think  myself  at  libertv  to  leave 
Europe  without  the  permission  of  Congress.  You  will  very  much  oblioe 
me  If  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  obtain  that  permission  forme,  and  send 
me  copies  of  it  by  several  opportuniuies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Kalph  Izard. 
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Lovell  to  Franklin.' 

Philadelphia,  January  29,  1779. 

Sir  :  By  Wio  way  of  Martinique  I  send  you  a  large  coarse  of  news- 
papers. In  those  of  late  date  you  will  see  that  the  eneniy  are  ex- 
ertiug  their  force  but  too  successfully  in  Georgia.  We  hope  the  Count 
d'Estaing  will  be  able  to  operate  with  us  by  a  detachment  from  his  fleet, 
so  that  we  may  wrest  from  our  foes  the  fruits  of  their  present  success. 
You  will  know  by  letters  from  Martinique  whether  these  our  hoi)es  are 
well  or  ill  founded. 

We  have  not  had  a  line  from  you  since  the  short  letter  of  information 
respecting  Byron's  sailing,  which  you  signed  jointly  with  Mr.  Adams. 
I  hope  this  does  not  arise  from  any  other  circumstance  than  a  want  of 
a  good  conveyance  for  important  dispatches.  We  have  had  a  few  short 
letters  from  Mr.  Adams,  with  gazettes.  Lateas  it  is,  I  enclose  a  quadru- 
plicate of  your  credentials ;  and  I  wish  y«)U  success  and  every  satisfac- 
tion in  3'our  important  agency,  being  witli  mu(;h  respect. 

Sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 

For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Franklin  to  Lloyd  et  al.t 

Passy,  February  1,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  this  moment  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the 
28th  of  last  month,  and  shall  give  the  earliest  attention  to  Its  impor- 
tant contents,  but  we  are  unhappy  to  think  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to 
give  effectual  relief. 

By  this  treaty  consuls,  etc.,  are  to  be  ai)pointed  in  the  several  ports, 
but  the  power  of  appointing  such  important  ofiticers  is  wholly  with  the 
Congress.  They  have  not  delegated  it  to  us,  and  it  is  not  probable  that 
they  will  delegate  it  at  all,  at  least  it  is  our  opinion  that  so  important  a 
trust  would  not  be  so  safe  in  any  other  hands  as  in  theirs.  We  therefore 
can  not  presume  to  appoint  any  such  ollicers.  Indeed,  we  have  not 
power  to  appoint  any  oflicers  but  agents  to  execute  any  orders  we 
may  have  occasion  to  send  to  the  seaports,  excepting  that  Congress 
some  few  days  before  tliey  received  the  news  of  the  treaty  passed  a 
resolution  empowering  us  to  appoint  commercial  agents  for  the  United 
States.  But,  supposing  that  this  resolution  would  not  have  been  passed 
if  they  had  been  ai»prised  of  the  treaty  and  exi)ecting  that  soon  after 
the  ratitication  of  the  treaty  they  would  appoint  consuls,  we  have  as 
yet  done  nothing  in  consequence  of  that  resolution. 

We  have  long  since  written  to  Congress  advising  and  requesting  that 
consuls  might  be  appointed,  and  we  have  expected  every  day  for  some 
months  intelligence  of  such  appointments. 
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There  is  nothing,  tlierefoie,  remains  in  onr  power  to  do  at  present  for 
your  relief  l)ut  to  lay  your  letter  and  the  other  representation  which 
accompanied  it  before  the  ministry,  which  we  will  do  without  loss  of 
time,  and  request  their  advice  upon  it  and  their  interpositions  in  your 
favor  as  far  as  they  shall  judge  it  consistent  with  their  characters  to 
interfere. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


Franklin  to  Hartley.* 

Passy,  February  3,  1770. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  jour  favor  of  the  -J3d  past,  in  which 
you  mention  "that  the  alliance  between  France  and  America  is  the 
great  stumbling  block  in  the  way  of  making  peace; "  and  you  go  on  to 
observe  that  "  whatever  engagements  America  may  have  entered  into, 
they  may,  at  least  by  consent  of  parties,  be  relinquished.,  for  the  i)urpose 
of  removing  so  material  an  obstacle  to  any  general  treaty  of  free  and 
unengaged  parties;"  adding,  that,  "  if  the  parties  could  meet  for  the 
sake  of  peace  upon  free  and  open  ground,  you  should  think  that  a  very 
fair  proposition  to  be  offered  to  the  people  of  England,  and  an  equitable 
Ijroposition  in  itself." 

The  long,  steady,  and  kind  regard  you  have  shown  for  the  welfare  of 
America  by  the  whole  tenor  of  your  conduct  in  Parliament  satisfies 
me  that  this  proposition  never  took  its  rise  with  you,  but  has  been  sug- 
gestedfrom  some  other  quarters;  and  that  your  excess  of  humanity,  your 
love  of  peace,  and  your  fear  for  us  that  the  destruction  we  are  threat- 
ened with  will  certainly  be  effected,  have  thrown  a  mist  before  your 
eyes  which  hindered  you  from  seeing  the  malignity  and  mischief  of  it. 
We  know  that  your  king  hates  whigs  and  Presbyterians;  that  he 
thirsts  for  our  blood,  of  which  he  has  already  drunk  large  draughts; 
that  weak  and  un[)rincipled  ministers  are  ready  to  execute  the  wick 
edest  of  his  orders,  and  his  venal  Parliament  equally  ready  to  vote  them 
just.  Not  the  smallest  ai)i)earance  of  a  leason  can  be  imagined  capa- 
ble of  inducing  ns  to  think  of  relinquishing  a  solid  allian"c  with  one  of 
the  most  amiable  as  well  as  most  powerful  princes  of  J<:uroi)e  for  the 
expectati(Mi  of  unknown  terms  of  peace  to  be  afterwards  offered  to  us 
by  HUi'h  a  government;  a  government  that  has  already  shamefullv 
broken  all  the  comjtacts  it  ever  nmde  with  us.  This  is  worse  tlian  ad- 
vising ns  to  drop  the  substance  for  the  shadow.  The  dog,  after  he 
found  his  mistake,  might  possibly  have  recovered  his  mutton;  but  we 
could  never  hope  to  be  trusted  again  by  France,  or  indeed  by  any  other 
nation  under  heaven.  JSTor  does  there  appear  any  more  necessity  for  dis- 
solving an  alliance  with  France  before  yon  can  treat  with  us  than  there 
would  of  dissolving  your  alliance  with  Holland,  or  your  ujiion  with 
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Scotliiud,  before  we  could  treat  witli  you.  Otus  is,  therefore,  no  mate- 
rial obstacle  to  a  treaty,  as  you  suppose  it  to  be.  Had  Lord  North  beeu 
the  author  of  such  a  proposition  all  the  world  would  have  said  it  was 
Insidious,  aud  meant  ouly  to  deceive  and  divide  us  from  our  friends 
and  then  to  ruiu  us,  supposing  our  fears  miyht  be  so  strong"  as  to  pro- 
cure an  acceptance  of  it.  But,  thanks  to  God,  that  is  not  the  case. 
We  have  long  since  settled  all  the  account  in  our  own  minds.  We 
know  the  worst  you  can  do  to  us,  if  you  have  >our  wish,  is  to  confiscate 
our  estates  and  take  our  lives,  to  rob  and  murder  us ;  and  this  you  have 
seen  we  are  ready  to  hazard,  lather  than  come  again  under  your  de- 
tested government.  You  must  obsei  \  e,  my  dear  friend,  that  1  am  a 
little  warm;  excuse  me;  it  is  over.  Only  let  me  counsel  you  not  to 
think  ^f  being  sent  hither  on  so  fruitless  an  eirand  as  that  of  making 
such  a  proposition.  It  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  comic  farce  entitled  God- 
send, or  the  Wreckers.  You  may  have  forgotten  it,  but  1  will  endeavor 
to  amuse  you  by  recollecting  a  little  of  it. 

Scene. — Mounl's  Bay. 

[A   slup   riding  at   anchor   in  a  great  storm.     A  leasliore  full  of  rocks,   and    lined 

with  jieople,  fnrui.shed  with  a:  es  and  carriages  to  cut  np  wrecks,  knock  the  sailors 

ou  the  hea<l,  and  carry  off  the  ^hinder,  according  to  custom.] 

First  icrecker.  This  ship  rides  it  out  longer  than  I  expected;  she  must  have  good 
ground  tackle. 

Second  icrecker.  We  had  hetter  send  out  a  boat  to  her,  and  persuade  her  to  take  a 
pilot,  who  can  afterwards  run  her  ashore,  where  we  cau  best  come  at  her. 

Third  wrecker.  I  doubt  whether  the  boat  cau  live  in  this  sea  ;  but  if  there  are  auj- 
brave  fellows  willing  to  hazard  themselves  for  the  good  of  the  public  and  a  double 
share,  let  them  say  ay. 

Several  wreckem.  I,  I,  1,  1. 

[Tlje  boat  goes  off,  and  comes  under  the  ship's  stern.] 

SpokeHtnaii.  So  ho,  the  ship,  ahoa  ! 

Captain.   Hnlloa. 

Spokesman.  Would  you  have  a  )iilot  ? 

Captain.  No,  no. 

Spokesman.   It  blows  hard,  aud  you  are  in  danger. 

Captain.  I  know  it. 

Sjjokesman.  Will  you  buy  a  better  cable  ?     We  have  one  in  the  boat  here. 

Captain.  What  do  you  ask  for  it? 

Spokesman.  Cut  that  you  have,  aud  then  we'll  talk  about  the  price  of  this. 

Captain.  I  shall  do  no  such  foolish  thing.  I  have  lived  in  your  ])arish  formerly, 
and  know  the  heads  of  ye  too  well  to  trust  ye ;  keep  off  from  my  cable  there  ;  I  see 
you  have  a  mind  to  cut  it  yourselves.  If  you  go  any  nearer  to  it  I'll  lire  into  yon  and 
sink  yon. 

Spokesman.  It  is  a  damned  rotten  French  cable,  and  will  part  of  itself  iu  half  an 
hour.     Where  will  you  bo  then,  captain  ?     You  had  better  take  our  offer. 

Captain.  You  offer  nothing,  you  rogues,  but  treachery  aud  mischief.  My  cable  is 
good  and  strong,  and  will  hold  long  enough  to  balk  all  your  projects. 

Spokesman.  You  talk  unkindly,  captain,  to  people  who  came  here  only  for  your 
good. 

Captain.  I  know  you  came  for  all  our  goods,  but,  by  God's  help,  yon  shall  have 
none  of  Ihem  ;  you  shall  not  serve  us  as  you  did  the  ludiamen. 

Spokismaii.  Come,  my  lads,  lei's  be  gone.  This  fellow  is  not  so  great  a  fool  as  we 
took  him  to  be. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress." 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  February  3,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  lionor  to  repre- 
sent to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  it  is  of  infinite  importance 
to  the  safety  of  the  king's  sqnadron  stationed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
determine  the  snpply  of  provisions  on  wliicli  it  may  rely.  And  several 
vessels  being  ready  to  sail  for  Martinique,  the  wisdom  of  Congress  will 
show  to  that  body  the  necessity  of  informing  the  commander  of  this 
squadron  of  it  without  delay. 

Gerard. 


Lovell  to  Franklin,  t 

Philadelphia,  February  8,  1779, 
Sir  :  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  sailed  from  Boston  the  day 
before  the  arrival  there  of  letters  sent  from  hence  for  you  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,  I  now  forward  to  you  duplicates  of  those  letters,  with 
a  course  of  newspapers,  via  St.  Eustatia,  having  a  very  fineopj>ortunity 
to  that  island,  and  hoping  they  will  reach  you  securely  from  thence  in 
a  Dutch  bottom. 
I  am,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.  I 

[Trauelation.] 

Philadelphia,  Fcbrriary  8,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  being  ordered  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  subjects  of  the  highest  importance,  has  the  honor 
to  inform  the  President  of  it,  and  requests  him  to  inform  him  whether 
he  wishes  him  to  execute  his  orders  through  him,  or  if  he  prefers  that 
he  should  communicate  them  to  Congress  in  an  audience. 

Gerard.§ 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  r>77. 

t  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  49. 

{  ;')  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.  578. 

vS  Ordered,  That  tlie  President  acquaint  M.  Gerard,  niiuisier  plenipotentiary  of 
France,  that  Congress  will  admit  biui  to  a  private  audience,  wlieu  he  shall  present 
Himself,  to  make  the  communication  he  is  instructed  to  make  to  Cou^ress. 
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Franklin,  Lee,  and  A-damrj  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  February  0,  1771). 

Sir  :  It  is  now  six  months  since  Captain  [McNeal,  of  tlie  Mifflin,  \n'\\"A- 
teer  from  America,  bas  been  embarrassed  with  a  process  on  account  of  a 
French  ship  which  he  retook  from  the  Englisli  after  she  had  been  thre<^ 
da>s  in  tht-ir  ])ossessioii.  The  hiws  of  France  are  clenr  with  regard  to 
tlie  validity  of  this  prize,  and  our  captains  have  orders,  contained  in 
their  commissions,  to  siibmit  their  prizes  to  the  Laws  of  the  country  into 
which  they  carry  tliem,  and  tliey  ought  undoubtedly  to  regulate  their 
own  conduct  by  those  laws,  without  any  regard  to  the  laws  of  America 
relating  to  this  matter,  which  may  be  different  in  every  one  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  too  uncertain  to  be  made  the  ride  for  judg- 
ment in  the  courts  here.  But  the  persons  rechiiming  this  prize  insist, 
among  other  reasons,  that  their  cause  should  be  judged  by  the  laws  of 
Captain  McNeal's  country,  because  more  favorable  for  them. 

We  believe  that  no  Americans  in  France  will  ever  think  of  claiming 
here  any  advantage  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  their  own  country,  and  it 
seems  not  just  to  put  those  laws  in  force  against  them  iu  France,  when 
it  may  be  done  to  their  detriment.  The  vexation  of  these  kinds  of  proc- 
esses, and  the  slowness  and  length  of  these  expensive  proceedings  be- 
fore a  decision  can  be  obtained,  discourage  our  armed  vessels,  and  have 
tended  to  impress  them  with  an  opinion  that  their  operations  against 
the  English  can  not  be  carried  on  to  advantage  in  the  Euroi)ean  seas. 
We  therefore  request  your  excellency  to  join  your  solicitations  to  those 
we  have  had  the  honor  to  make  to  M.  de  Sartine,  that  these  processes 
may  be  more  si)eedily  determined,  and  that  the  Americans  in  France 
may  be  treated  in  those  respects  on  the  same  footbig  with  the  subjects 
of  his  majesty;  of  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  give  information  to  the 
Congress,  that  so  some  popular  prejudices  occasioned  by  these  affairs 
may  be  effectually  removed,  and  the  American  armed  shii>s  be  encour- 
aged to  return  and  cruise  again  upon  the  coasts  of  England. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  consideration  and  respect, 

etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
Arthur  Lee. 
John  Adams. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Tiauslation.] 

Philadelphia,  February  9,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  re- 
ceived a  formal  order  from  the  king-,  his  master,  to  make  known  to  Con- 
gress that  the  King  of  Spain,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the  tergiversa- 

*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  374.  t  5  Spark),'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  579. 
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tions  of  England,  has  deterinined  upon  a  decisive  and  perempforj^  pro- 
ceeding. His  catholic  majesty  has  consequently  made  to  the  King  of 
England  a  final  otter  of  his  mediation;*  bntwith  tlie  declaration  that  it 
was  the  last,  and  if  it  was  as  fruitless  as  those  which  i)receded,  it  would 
only  remain  to  him  to  perform  the  duties  which  his  alliance  with  the 
king  imposes  upon  him. 

The  King  of  Spain,  by  taking  this  proceeding  upon  himself  in  a  friendly 
manner,  has  shown  a  disposition  most  favorable  to  the  alliance.  The 
king,  my  master,  on  his  side,  persists  in  the  invariable  resolution  not 
to  separate  his  interests  from  those  of  America,  and  to  support  the 
cause  of  the  United  States  as  if  it  were  his  own  i)ersonal  cause. 

His  majesty  thinks,  while  fulfilling  the  duties  of  the  alliance  by  this 
confidential  communication,  that  he  ought  to  invite  and  urge  Congress  to 
furnish  immediately  with  the  necessary  powers  and  instructions  the. 
person  or  persons  whom  they  shall  think  proper  to  authorize  to  assist 
in  the  deliberations  and  in  the  conclusion  and  signing  of  the  treaty.. 
His  majesty  trusts  that  Congress  will  perceive  the  inestimable  value  of 
time  in  a  juncture  so  critical  and  so  important,  and  that  the  injuries 
caused  by  any  delay  would  be  irre])arable  both  to  the  alliance  and  the 
allies.  In  complying  with  the  invitations  of  the  king,  the  United  States 
would  regard  equally  their  dignity  and  their  interests.  The  place  of 
tlui  negotiation  is  fixed  at  Madrid. 

His  majesty,  while  engaging  in  everything  that  can  hasten  the  happy 
moment  in  which  America  can  enjoy  peaceably  internal  and  external 
l)rosperity,  which  is  the  object  of  the  revolution  and  the  limit  of  his 
majesty's  wishes,  has  instructed  the  undersigned  to  suggest  to  Congress 
that,  at  a  time  in  which  they  are  employed  in  fixing-  their  political  ex- 
istence, it  seems  to  belong  to  their  foresight  to  consider  the  sentiments 
of  the  States  as  to  the  peace  in  relation  to  Spain  ;  anil  they  will  perhaps 
think  that  the  meaus  of  preventing  all  future  discontents  merits  their 
attention,  and  ought  to  be  one  of  the  subjects  of  the  positive  and  defi- 
nite instructions  which  the  States  will  give  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace. 

GERARD.i 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  February  9,  1779. 
Sir  :  By  instructions  addressed  to  the  undersigned  on  the  20th  of 
October  last  he  is  ordered  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  answer  of  the 
king  to  certain  communications  made  to  liis  majesty  by  the  commia 
sioners  of  the  United  States. 


"As  to  this  mediation,  see  lutrodiiction,  ^  98 

t  For  }iroceediugs  of  Couores.s,  ,see  infra,  February  13, 15. 

I  5  iSpaiks'  Dip.  Rev.  C'orr.,  57S. 
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J.  Tliese  oommissioriers  Laving-  desired  his  niiijosty  to  continue  the 
subsidy  which  he  had  graute<l  tliein,  he  gave  thcni  to  understand  that 
Ids  ati'airs  did  uot  permit  him  to  make  this  engagement,  since  the  war 
wliich  he  is  carrying  on  against  England  and  the  general  situation  of 
Europe  require  expenses  whicli  absorb  all  his  resources,  yet,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  representations  made  by  Ihe  deputies  of  tlie  difliculty 
which  they  found  in  honoring  the  bills  of  exchange  which  Congress  had 
drawn  upon  tlu'ui  for  the  interest  due  upon  money  which  had  been 
borrowed,  his  nuijesty  has  been  ])leased  to  grant  a  sum  of  750,000  livres, 
as  a  new  i>roof  of  his  friendship  for  the  United  States. 

2.  The  same  commissioners  made  known  to  the  king  that  Congress 
had  reason  to  presume  that  .a  part  of  the  articles  furnished  to  the 
Unit<  (I  States  was  a  present  on  the  part  of  his  majesty.  The  under- 
signed is  authorized  to  declare  that  this  intention  never  existed,  that  it 
was  an  aifair  entirely  commercial,  in  whicli  the  ministry  had  no  other  i)art 
than  that  of  permitting  M.  de  Beaumarchais  to  take  from  the  nuigazines 
and  arsenals  of  the  king,  on  coiulition  of  replacing*  them,  the  articles 
with  which  commerce  could  notsui)[»ly  him;  that,  consequently,  the  min- 
istry had  no  other  power  in  this  atfair  than  that  of  preventing  Con- 
gress from  being  juessed  too  soon  for  i)aymentfor  the  articles  taken  from 
the  magazines  and  ar.senals  of  the  king.  As  to  the  contract  uuide  with 
Kodcrique  llortalez  &  Co.,  the  ministry  has  declared  to  the  American 
dejtiities,  who  asked  their  advice  upon  the  ratification  or  rejection  of 
this  t'ontract,  that  the}'  did  uot  know  the  house  of  lioderique  Hortalez 
&  Co.,  and  that  they  could  uot  answer  for  it,  nor  exi)ress  an  opinion  as 
to  its  stability  and  lidelity  iu  the  performance  of  its  engagements. 

Gerard.* 


Franklin  and  Adams   to   M.  Schwreighauser.t 

PAf^SY,  February  10,  1779. 

Sir  :  Captain  Jones  has  represented  to  us  his  desire  and  intention 
of  returning  to  the  Countess  of  Selkirk  some  plate  which  his  people 
took  from  her  house.  | 

We  ai)prehend  that  Congress  would  not  disapprove  of  this  measure 


*  For  proceedings  of  Congress,  see  infra,  Feb.  13,  If). 

t  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  1575  ;  see  Franklin  to  Jones,  infra,  Feb.  24,  1779. 

\  Of  the  Selkirk  plate  the  Loudon  Chronicle  for  September  21-'~i:?,  177'.*,  gives  us 
the  iulliiuiug  information : 

"  Paul,  after  this  plunder,  put  into  one  of  the  ports  of  France,  ;iud  immediately, 
wnitc  an  account  of  the  particulars  to  Dr.  Franklin,  but  that  statesman  condemned 
the  measure,  and  immediately  told  him  he  must  make  restitution.  *  *  *  Lord 
Selkirk  refused  the  plate  on  those  terms,  but  wrote  him  word,  as  it  had  been  iu  his 
family  for  a  long  time,  he  would  esteem  it  .a  favor  if,  wiien  it  w.as  put  up  at  auction 
he  should  buy  it  iu  for  him.  Paul  forwarded  Lord  Selkirk's  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  took  care  to  have  few  bidtlers  for  Ihe  plate,  and  had  it  all  bought  iu  at  a  very 
low  price  for  Lord  Selkirk,  to  whom  he  forwarded  it  by  the  first  oppori unity."' 
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as  far  as  it  should  ilopond  upon  tliom,  and  wo  therefore  cousent,  on  tlie 
part  of  the  United  States,  that  this  phite  sliouhl  be  returned.  This 
consent  is  to  be  understood  to  extend  no  further  than  to  the  share  to 
which  the  United  States  may  be  sujiposed  to  have  a  claim.  The  claim 
of  the  officers  aiul  men  (Japtain  Jones  must  bo  responsible  to  them  for. 
This  plate,  in  the  whole,  is  represented  to  be  worth  about  10()  guineas. 
We  are,  sir,  etc., 

B.   P^KANKLIN. 

JoHiSf  Adams. 


Franklin  and  Adams  to  John  Paul  Jones.  * 

P  ASSY,  February  10,  1779. 
Sir:  As  your  separation  from  the  Rmuier  nud  the  appointment  of 
Lieutenant  Simpson  to  the  command  of  her  will  be  liable  to  misinter- 
pretations and  misrepresentations  by  persons  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  real  cause  of  those  facts,  we  hereby  certify  that  your  leaving 
the  Ranger  wan  by  our  consent,  at  the  express  request  of  his  excellency 
IVronsieur  de  Sartine,  who  informed  us  that  ho  had  occasion  to  emjiloy 
you  in  some  public  service  ;  that  Lieutenant  Simpson  was  appointed  to 
thecommandof  the Ean</er  with  your  consent,  after  having  consented 
to  release  him  from  an  arrest  under  which  you  had  put  him. 

That  your  leaving  the  Ranger^  in  our  opinion,  ought  not  and  can  not 
be  any  injury  to  your  rank  or  character  in  the  service   of  the  United 
States;  and  that  your  commission  in  their  navy  continues  in  full  force. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 
John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Passy,  February  11,  1779. 

Sir:  As  your  excellency  reads  p]nglish  j^erfectlj'  well,  my  first  re 
quest  is  that  you  would  do  me  the  favor  to  read  this  without  a  trans- 
lation, after  which  I  submit  it  to  your  excellency  to  make  what  use  of 
it  you  shall  think  proper. 

I  hiive  hitherto  avoided  in  my  single  capacity  giving  jour  excellency 
any  trouble  by  letter  or  conversation;  but  the  present  emergency  de- 
mands that  I  shall  ask  the  favor  to  explain  my  sentiments  either  by 
letter  or  in  person.  If  you  will  permit  a  personal  interview,  I  am  i)er- 
suaded  I  can  make  myself  understood.  If  you  prefer  a  correspondence, 
I  will  lay  open  my  heart  in  writing  before  your  excellency. 

*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Cnrr.,  '^7'). 

i  MSS  Dop.  of  State;  1  Sparks',  Dij).  Rev.  Coir.,  r.42 :  7  John  Adams'  Works,  79. 
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It  is  the  address  to  tlie  people  in  America  under  the  name  of  IMr. 
Silas  Deaue  that  has  occasioned  this  boldness  in  me.  *  It  is  to  me  the 
most  unexpected  and  unforeseeu  event  that  has  happened.  I  hope 
your  excellency  will  not  conclude  from  thence  that  i  des[)air  of  the 
ominou  wealth.  Far  otherwise.  I  know  that  the  body  of  the  people 
in  the  United  States  stand  immovable  against  Great  Britain ;  and  I 
hope  Ihat  this  address  of  Mr.  Dcane's  (although  it  will  occasion  much 
trouble  to  individuals)  will  produce  no  final  detriment  to  the  common 
cause;  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  occasion  so  thorough  an  investi- 
gation of  several  things  as  will  correct  many  abuses. 

It  is  my  indispensable  duty  upon  this  occasion  to  inform  your  excel- 
lency, without  consulting  either  of  my  colleagues,  that  the  honorable 
Arthur  Lee  was  as  long  ago  as  1770  appointed  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  of  which  I  had  then  the  honor  to 
be  a  member,  their  agent  at  the  court  of  London  in  case  of  the  death 
or  absence  of  Dr.  Franklin.  This  honorable  testimony  was  given  to 
Mr.  Lee  by  an  assembly  in  which  he  had  no  natural  interest,  on  ac- 
count of  his  int3exible  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  and  of  the 
abilities  of  which  he  had  given  many  prooj's  in  its  deferise.  From  that 
time  to  the  year  1774  he  held  a  constant  correspondence  with  several 
of  those  gentlemen,  who  stood  foremost  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
against  the  innovations  and  illegal  encroachments  of  Great  Britain. 
This  correspondence  I  had  an  ojiportunity  of  seeing,  and  I  assure  your 
excellency  from  my  own  knowledge  that  it  breathed  the  most  inflex- 
ible attachment  and  the  most  ardent  zeal  in  the  cause  of  his  country. 
From  Sei)tember,  1774,  to  November,  1777,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  in 
Congress,  and  the  opportunitj'  to  see  his  letters  to  Congress,  to  their 
committees,  antl  to  several  of  their  individual  members.  Through 
the  whole  of  both  these  periods  he  communicated  the  most  constant 
and  certain  intelligence  which  was  received  from  any  individual  within 
my  knowledge,  and  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  joined  with  him 
here  I  have  ever  found  in  him  the  same  fidelity  and  zeal,  and  have 
not  a  glimmering  of  suspicion  that  he  ever  maintained  an  improper 
correspondence  in  England  or  held  any  conference  or  negotiation  with 
anybody  from  thence  without  communicating  it  to  your  excellency 
and  to  his  colleagues.  I  am  confident,  therefoie,  that  every  insinua- 
tion and  suspicion  against  him  of  infidelity  to  the  United  States,  or  to 
their  engagements  with  his  majesty,  is  false  and  groundless,  and  will 
assuredly  be  proved  to  be  so. 

The  two  honorable  brothers  of  Mr.  Lee,  who  are  members  of  Congress, 
I  have  long  and  intimately  known  ;  and  of  my  own  knowledge  I  can 
say,  that  no  men  have  discovered  more  zeal  in  support  of  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  United  States  and  in  promoting  from   tiie  beginning  a 

*  DeaDe'.s  address  to  the  people  of  tlie  United  States,  published  in  the  Philadelphia 
Gazette,  Dec.  5,  1778. 
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fiieudsbip  ami  alliance  with  France,  and  there  is  uothing  of  which  I 
am  more  firmly  persuaded  than  that  every  insinuation  that  is  thrown 
out  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  two  Mr.  Lees  in  Congress  is  groundless. 
It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enter  at  present  into  a  more  i)articu]ar  con- 
sideration of  that  address.  I  shall  therefore  conclude  this  letter,  already 
too  long,  by  assuring  your  excellency  that  I  am,  with  the  most  entire 
cousideration,  your  most,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Passy,  Fcbynarii  13,  1779. 
Gentlemen:  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  28th 
October,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month,  to  which  1  shall  give  all  the  attention  in  my  power.t  I  have 
great  satisfaction  in  the  retlection  that  I  have  hitherto  endeavored  wilh 
much  sincerity  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  it.  What  you  recommend  to 
n:e,  viz.,  to  communicate  to  the  ministers  of  other  courts  such  intelli- 
gence as  I  may  receive,  will  not  in  future  be  so  much  in  my  power; 
but  as  far  as  I  can,  while  I  stay  in  Europe,  I  shall  endeavor  to  comply. 
Indeed,  it  is  a  long  time  that  we  have  had  no  intelligence  to  communi- 
cate. Three  vessels  we  know  have  been  t-tken,  each  of  which  had 
many  letters  and  two  of  them  public  dispatches;  one  that  sailed  from 
Philadelphia  4th  November,  another  24th,  and  one  from  Boston  the  2()th. 
And  we  fear  that  many  others  are  lost.  The  dispatches  in  all  these 
were  sunk  and  the  letters  too. 

It  would  be  agreeable  to  me,  indeed,  if  I  were  able  to  tiirow  any 
light  on  the  subject  of  finances.  As  to  a  loan  in  Europe,  all  has  been 
done  which  was  in  our  power  to  do,  but  without  the  desired  effect. 
Economy  and  taxation  comprehend  all  the  resources  that  I  (;an 
think  of. 

We  expect  the  honor  of  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  this 
morning,  whom  we  shall  receive  with  gratitude  for  his  gallant  and 
glorious  exertions  in  one  of  the  best  causes  in  whicli  a  hero  ever 
fought. 

Accept  my  thanks  lor  your  kintl  wishes  for  my  happiness,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be  your  affectionate  Iriend, 

-  John  Adams. 

'  "i  Sparlis'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  r>7v>,  wiMi  verb.Tl  clKiii^rs  .iiul  oniissioiis  ;  7  .lohii  Adams' 
Works,  bl. 

t  Sec  the  pioceediugs  of  Cougiess  ou  i'oreigu  att'airs,  Oct.  'J2,  1778,  in  the  secret 
jouruals,  vol.  II,  p.  107. 
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Congress.* 

Febkuary  13. 
The  President  was  directed  to  inform  the  minister  tliat  Congress  ^vill 
take  the  snl)je<!t  of  liis  memorials  of  the  0th  into  inj mediate  considera- 
tion, ard  that  if  he  wishes  to  communicate  any  thing-  farther  to  them, 
Congress  will  receive  the  same  from  Jiim  in  a  private  andience.  And 
it  was  at  tlie  same  time  resolved  that  all  private  audiences  given  to  for- 
eign ministers  be  held  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 


Franklin  to  Jonathan  Williams,  jr.  t 

Passy,  Fehruary  13, 1779. 

Dear  Cousin  [sK'J :  1  have  the  pleasure  of  ac(iuainting  you  that 
the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  a  sole  appointment  to 
be  their  minister  i)leni[)otentiary  at  this  court,  and  I  have  just  received 
my  credentials.  This  mark  of  public  confidence  is  the  more  agreeable 
to  me,  as  it  was  not  obtained  by  any  solicitation  or  intrigue  on  my  part, 
nor  have  I  ever  written  ;i  syllable  to  any  person,  in  or  ont  of  Congess, 
magnifying  my  own  services  or  diminishing  those  of  others. 

William  Greene,  esq.,  present  governor  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
has  sent  me  some  bills  of  exchange,  amounting  to  1,(>8()  livrcs,  which 
he  desires  may  be  laid  out  in  the  following  articles:  One  piece  dark 
calico,  one  piece  bedtick,  best  silk  handkerchiefs  and  linen  ditto,  hol- 
lands,  cambrics,  muslins,  sewing  silk,  and  one  box  of  window  glass  seven 
inches  by  nine.  I  send  you  the  commission,  and  desire  you  to  forward 
the  things  by  the  first  good  opportunity,  drawing  n[)on  me  for  the 
money. 

I  am  told  you  have  laid  aside  your  thoughts  of  going  to  America  for 
the  present,  so  that  you  will  not  have  the  opportunity  you  wished  for 
of  settling  your  accounts  there.  jSTo  resolution  has  been  yet  taken  by 
the  commissioners  here  relating  to  your  proposition  of  settling  them  by 
arbitration  at  Mantes,  and  though  1  could  now,  perha[)s,  do  myself  what 
is  necessary  to  finish  the  alfairs  in  that  way,  yet,  as  the  transactions 
were  in  their  time,  it  seems  to  me  most  laoper  that  they  should  consent 
toit.  t 

I  am  ever,  your  afl'ectionate  uncle, 

B.    FKA^'KLIN. 


*  MSS.  secret  jouruats  ;  printed  journals  of  Congress. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  tt  Bigelow's  Franklin,  oOd,  where  "cousin  ''  at  the  beginning 
■jf  thi.s  letter  and  "  uncle"  at  the  end  are  tran.sposed. 
t  As  to  Jonathan  Williams,  see  Introduction;  ^^  186-188. 
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Vergennes  to  Joliii  Adams. "^ 

[Translation.] 

Versailles,  February  13,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing to  nie  the  11th  instant,  and  agreeable  to  your  desire  1  have  not 
submitted  its  contents  to  the  inspection  of  a  translator.  I  am  no  less 
concerned  than  yonrself,  sir,  at  the  api)eal  which  Mr.  Silas  Deane  has 
made  to  the  people  of  America.!  It  does  not  belong  to  mo  to  qualify 
this  step  ;  your  respective  sovereigns  must  judge  of  the  measure,  and 
decide  the  differences  which  have  arisen  between  their  commissioners. 
The  manner  in  which  you  have  been  tre  ited  here,  conjointly  and  sepa- 
rately, must  have  convinced  you  that  if  we  had  been  informed  of  your 
disi)iites  we  should  have  paid  no  regard  to  them,  and  the  personal 
esteem  which  we  have  endeavored  to  show  eacii  of  the  commissioners 
is  a  proof  that  we  have  not  adopted  the  priyiulices  with  which  it  seems 
it  has  been  endeavored  to  inspire  America,  and  tlie  ibundation  of  which 
is  unknown  to  us. 

Although  this  disagreeable  disunion  is  foreign  to  us,  and  it  becomes 
us  by  all  means  to  refrain  from  taking  part  therein,  1  shall  not  be  the 
less  pleased  to  see  yon,  sir;  and  whatever  day  you  lix  will  be  agree- 
able to  me.  I  only  request  you  to  acquaint  me  beibrehand  with  the 
tinje  you  sliall  choose. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes. t 

Passy,  February  14,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  excellency  that  I  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Congress  their  a[)p()intMient  to  be  their  minister  [ileni- 
potentiary  at  this  court,  together  with  a  letter  of  credence  to  be  pre- 

*I  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  544. 

+  Wheu  Mr.  Deaue's  address  readied  PaiisMr.  Leo  ascertained  tliat  it  was  intended 
to  lie  published  in  the  Conrrier  de  I'Europej  and  bo  wrote  to  Count  de  Vergennes 
requestiug  bim  to  order  it  to  be  suppressed.     The  following  answer  was  returned  : 

Veusailles,  Fcbruarij  9,  1779. 

Sir:  I  received  tbe  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  lue  the  7th  in- 
stant. I  bad  no  knowledge  of  the  writing  it  mentioned,  and  yesterday  I  was  about, 
taking  measures  that  it  should  not  be  inserted  in  the  Courrier  de  rEnrojte  just  as 
that  paper  was  sent  to  me,  wherein  I  found  tiie  writing  in  question,  so  that  it  was  out 
of  my  power  to  second  your  wishes.  Do  not  doubt,  sir,  of  the  regret  I  experience  on 
account  of  this  disappointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 
[Sparks.] 
t  MSS.  Dep.,  of  State. 
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sented  to  his  majesty.  I  beg  thereupon  yoiii  excellency's  advice  and 
direction. 

T  have  need  also  of  your  counsel  with  regard  to  tlif  trial  and  punish- 
ment of  some  conspirators  on  board  our  frigate,  the  Alliance,  which  is 
just  arrived.  I  would  have  done  myself  the  honor  of  waiting  on  your 
excellency  to-day,  but  am  not  quite  well  enough  to  go  abroad  in  such 
weather. 

I  have  received  a  number  of  letters  from  America,  all  expressing  the 
highest  esteem  for  the  Count  d'Estaing  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 
As  I  think  they  will  give  you  and  M.  de  Sartine  some  pleasure,  I  sen.d 
you  the  originals,  praying  only  to  have  them  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  etc.,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  excel- 
lency's. 


J.  Adams  to  Samuel  Adams.* 

Passy,  February  14,  1779. 

My  Dear  Sir:  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  did  me  the  honor  of  a 
visit  yesterday,  and  delivered  me  your  favor  of  the  l^oth  of  October.  I 
am  not  sorry,  as  things  have  been  ordered,  that  mine  of  May  24  did 
not  reach  you  till  the  24th  of  October,  because  as  the  new  arrangement  t 
was  previously  made,  it  can  not  be  said  that  1  had  any  hand  in  accom- 
plishing it.  Yet  I  am  glad  the  letter  has  arrived,  because  it  will  show 
that  the  new  system  is  quite  agreeable  tome — that  is,  the  appointment 
of  a  single  minister  here.  Believe  me,  sir,  it  was  become  very  neces- 
sary. 

How  Congress  will  dispose  of  me  1  do  not  know.  If  it  is  intended 
that  I  shall  return,  this  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me  ;  and  I  think  that 
this  is  the  most  probable  opinion,  because  Mr.  Deane's  '^  address"  was 
on  the  5th  of  December.  Congress  soon  after  resolved  to  enter  on  for- 
eign affairs  and  go  through  them.  The  Alliance  sailed  on  the  14th  of 
January,  and  there  is  no  resolution  arrived  here  respecting  me.  I  think, 
therefore,  that  it  is  my  duty  to  return,  and  that  is  my  present  deter- 
mination; but  whether  1  shall  go  to  Amsterdam,  and  from  thence  to 
St.  Eustatia,  or  to  Spain  and  thence  home,  or  in  a  French  man-of  war 
to  Martinique,  or  an  American  frigate  to  America,  I  have  not  decided. 
Some  hint  that  I  am  to  go  to  Holland,  others  to  Spain.  This  last  im- 
plies the  removal  of  Mr.  Lee,  which  would  give  me  much  pain  on  many 
accounts.  I  think  him  a  faithful  man  and  able.  Yet  what  the  deter- 
mination will  be  upon  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Deane  I  can  not  say.  This 
is  a  subject  which  1  can  not  write  or  talk  about:  I  would  not  feel  such 
another  sensation  to  be  made  a  prince.     I  confess  I  expected  the  most 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Con-.,  573.  The  original  of  this  letter  is  among  the  S.  Adams 
papers  in  the  Bancroft  Collection  of  M.SS 

t  Dissolving  the  commission  in  Paris,  and  appointing  Dr.  Franklin  minister  pleni- 
potentiary. 
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dismal  consequonct's  (loiii  it,  be(;iinsc  I  tlioiiglit  it  would  iriuler  busi- 
ness and  conlidencc  between  us  three  totally  inipractieable ;  that  it 
would  destroy  all  conlidenee  between  this  court  and  us,  and  that  it 
would  startle  S[)ain  ;  that  it  would  alienate  many  in  Holland  from  us, 
and  that  it  would  encourage  the  ministry  in  England  and  disconcert 
opposition  so  nincb  that  they  would  even  make  another  vigorous  cam- 
paign, besides  all  the  evils  it  would  produce  among  you.  But  the  ar- 
rival of  Dr.  Franklin's  coimnission  has  relieve<I  me  from  many  of  these 
fears.  This  court  have  conhdence  in  him  alone.  But  I  think  they  were 
cautious,  even  of  hiin,  when  he  had  two  colleagues  to  whom  lie  was 
obliged  to  communicate  every  thing,  one  of  whom  was  upon  as  bad 
terms  with  him  as  with  Mr.  Deane.  I  have  had  a  kind  of  a  task  here, 
as  Mr.  Lovell  expresses  himself;  determined  to  be  the  partisan  of 
neither,  yet  to  be  the  friend  of  both,  as  far  as  the  service  would  admit. 
I  am  lixed  in  these  two  opinions,  that  leaving  the  doctor  here  alone  is 
right,  and  that  Mr.  Lee  is  a  very  honest  and  faithful  man. 

You  say  that  France  should  l)c  our  polar  star  in  case  war  should 
take  place.  1  was,  I  confess,  surprised  at  this  exi)res>sion-  Was  not 
war  sufticiently  declared  in  the  King  of  England's  s[)eech,  and  in  the 
answers  of  both  houses,  and  in  the  recall  of  his  ambassador?  Has  it 
not  been  sufficiently  declared  by  actual  hostilities  in  mOst  parts  of  the 
world  ?  I  suspect  there  will  never  be  any  other  declaration  of  war. 
Yet  there  is  in  fact  as  complete  a  war  as  ever  existed,  and  it  will  con- 
tinue; for  you  may  depend  upon  it,  the  King  of  France  is  immovably 
fixed  in  your  su[)port,  and  so  are  his  ministers.  Every  sus[)iciou  of  a 
wavering  disposition  in  this  court  concerning  the  support  of  American 
independence  is  groundless,  is  ridiculous,  is  im[)0ssible.  You  may  re- 
member that  several  years  ago  several  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  rea- 
son to  show  that  American  independence  was  the  interest  of  France. 
Since  my  arrival  in  this  kingdom  I  never  yet  found  one  man,  nor  heard 
of  more  than  one,  who  doubted  it.  If  the  voice  of  popularity  is  any- 
thing, I  assure  you  that  this  voice  was  never  so  unanimous  in  America 
in  favor  of  our  independence  as  it  is  here.  It  is  so  much  so,  that  if  the 
court  were  to  depart  from  its  present  system  in  this  respect  it  is  my 
clear  opinion  it  would  make  this  nation  very  unhappy  and  the  court 
too;  but  1  again  rei)eat,  that  the  court  is  as  tixed  as  the  nation.  And 
this  union  of  sentiment  arises  out  of  such  i)rincii)les  of  nature  as,  with- 
out a  miracle,  can  not  alter.  Common  sense  in  America  supported  in- 
dependence; common  sense  in  France  supports  the  alliance,  and  will 
support  it  to  the  last.  Nay,  the  common  sense  of  Europe  supports  the 
common  sense  of  France. 

By  the  way,  my  regards  to  Mr.  Paine,  and  tell  him  that  I  do  not 
agree  with  him  in  his  ideas  about  imtural  enemies.  It  is  because  Eng- 
land is  the  natuial  enemy  of  France  that  America  in  her  present  situ- 
ation is  her  natural  friend ;  at  least  this  is  one  cause,  although  there 
are  many  others.     Some  of  them  are  more  glorious  for  human  nature. 
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France  scarcely  ever  made  a  war  before  that  was  popular  in  Europe. 
There  is  not  a  stale  that  I  can  hear  of  but  applauds  her  aud  wishes 
her  success.  And  in  point  of  finance  and  naval  strength  and  in  skill 
and  bravery  of  officers  she  seems  to  be  superior  to  England.  You  ?nay 
be  surprise«l  to  hear  me  say  naval  strength,  yet  if  you  consider  the 
wretched  state  of  the  British  navy  as  to  masts,  yards,  rigging,  aud 
men,  you  will  not  wonder,  although  their  number  of  ships  may  be 
superior.  I  therefore  think  that  all  is  safe.  We  may  have  further 
trouble  and  trials  of  our  faith  and  patience.  But  trouble  is  to  you  and 
me  familiar,  and  I  begin  to  think  it  necessary  for  my  health. 

There  is  one  thing  in  my  letter  to  you  exaggerated,  the  expenses  of 
the  commissioners.  I  had  been  here  but  a  short  time,  and  wrote  ac- 
cording to  the  best  guess  I  could  make  from  what  1  heard  ;  but  I  now 
think  I  put  it  much  too  high,  yet  I  can  not  say  exactly.  * 

February  20.  There  is  not  tlie  least  appearance  of  the  embarkation 
of  troops  for  xV?neiic;i,  nor  any  intelligence  of  trai.S[>orts  taken  up.  The 
national  discontent  is  great,  aud  tumults  have  arisen  in  Edinburgh  and 
London.  According  to  present  appearances,  they  will  have  occasion 
for  so  many  of  their  troops  to  keep  their  populace  in  order  as  to  be 
able  to  spare  few  in  America.  Their  ])roclamations  are  all  alike,  from 
Burgoyne's  to  those  of  the  commissioners.  The  weaker  they  are,  the 
more  they  putt". 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Congress,  t 

February  15,  1779. 

The  President  acquainted  the  House  that,  i>ursuant  to  their  order, 
he  had  informed  the  minister  of  France  that  Congress  will  take  his 
memorials  of  the  9th  into  immediate  consideration,  and  that  if  he  wishes 
to  communicate  anything  farther  to  them  Congress  will  receive  the 
same  in  a  private  audience;  that  the  minister  wished  to  make  further 
communications  to  Congress,  aud  would  attend  the  House  at  12  o'clock 
this  day. 

The  minister,  agreeably  to  his  appointment,  was  introduced,  aiul  had 
a  free  conference  with  Congress,  in  which  he  represented  the  present 
state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  the  dispositions  of  the  Spanish  court,  aud 
the  measures  it  was  about  to  take  in  order  to  restore  peace ;  from  thence 
he  took  occasion  to  press  upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  having  a  min- 
ister in  Europe  properly  empowered  and  instructed.  He  further  sig- 
nified that  it  was  the  desire  of  his  most  Christian  umjesty  that  the 
United  States  would  speedily  put  themselves  in  a  condition  to  take 

*  See  the  statemeut  lioie  referred  to  in  a  letter  dated  May  21,  1778,  supra. 
tMSS.  secret  journals ;  primed  journals  of  Congress. 
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tli;it  part  in  the  negotiation  for  peace  ai)pareully  about  to  take  place 
wliicli  their  dignity  and  interest  required;  aud  that  they  should  lay  a 
solid  foundation  for  obtaining  a  speedy  peace,  agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  the  treaty,  by  giving  their  plenipotentiary  the  most  ample  instruc- 
tions and  full  powers.  This  he  enforced  by  suudry  arguments,  aud 
pressed  the  utmost  dispatch.* 


Vergennes  to  Arthur  Lee.t 
[Trauslaiioii.] 

Versailles,  February  15,  1779. 
The  Count  deVergennes  has  the  honor  to  preseut  his  compliments  to 
IVIr.  Lee,  and  to  infonu  him  that  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  of  coming 
to  Versailles  on  Wednesday  or  Thursday  uext,  a-^  shall  be  most  cou- 
veuieut  to  him,  he  will  be  very  glad  to  converse  with  him.^ 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.'s^ 

Passy,  February  10,  1779. 

Sir:  Last  evening  T  had  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  this 
month  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  11th. 1| 

1  thank  your  excellency  for  tiie  politeness  with  which  you  haveagn  ed 
to  my  proposition  of  a  conference  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Deane's 
"Address  to  the  People  of  tlie  United  States." 

At  the  time  when  my  letter  of  the  11th  was  written  aud  sent  to  your 
excellency  there  were  three  commissioners  here,  representatives  of 
Congress,  between  whom  it  appeared  to  nio  Mr.  Deane's  address  had  a 
tendency  to  destroy  all  confidence,  as  well  as  between  your  excellency 
and  them,  for  which  reason  1  thought  it  my  duty  to  endeavor,  by  a 
conference  with  your  excellency,  to  lessen  those  evils  as  far  as  should 
be  in  my  power. 


*A  full  report  of  Gerard's  address,  taken  by  W.  H.  Draytou,  is  giveu  in  2  Gibbes' 
Doc.  Hist.,  lOL 

t8parks'  Dip.  Kov.  Corr.,  545. 

}  Note  ry  Mr.  Lee. — Went  next  day  to  Connt  de  Vergennes ;  showed  biin  my  books 
conceinini;  tlie  treaties  and  the  ErencLi  and  English  i)rop(>sition8.  It  was  agreed  that 
I  should  have  tlio  passages  translated  for  bini  to  hiy  before  the  king  and  council.  He 
said  (bat  Mr.  DeaTic's  charges  were  inapt;  that  it  was  surprising  he  shouhl  bring 
them  into  his  personal  dispute;  that  he  had  much  wished  Mr.  Francois  to  go  as  min- 
ister to  America.  Upon  my  saying  the  cause  of  Mr.  Deane's  recall  was  his  having 
sent  over  so  many  officers,  he  said  it  was  what  he  always  disapproved  of,  because 
he  knew  that  multitudes  of  those  who  were  applying  were  neither  officers  nor  any- 
thing else. 

^2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  .576,  with  verbal  changes;  7  John  Adams'  Works,  82. 

II  Sec  index. 


FEBRUARY    18,    177ft.  51 

But  within  11  few  hours  after  my  letter  of  tlie  11th  was  sent  the  aid- 
(le-cauip  of  the  ]\Iarquis  de  hi  Fayette  arrived,  with  dispatehes  from 
Congress  to  l)r.  Franklin  and  from  their  eomniittee  of  foreign  affairs  to 
me,  informing  me  of  the  new  arrangement  by  which  Dr.  Franklin  is  con- 
stituted minister  plenipotentiary  here  and  1  am  restored  to  the  character 
of  a  private  citizen  ;  so  wholly  changed  are  the  scene  and  the  characters 
here,  that  1  now  think  1  have  no  right  to  do  what,  if  I  had  continued 
in  the  character  of  a  commissioner  here,  I  should  have  thought  it  my 
indispensable  duty  to  do. 

This  masterly  measure  of  Congress,  which  has  my  most  hearty  appro- 
bation, and  of  the  necessity  of  which  I  was  fully  convinced  before  I 
had  been  two  mouths  in  Europe,  has  taken  away  the  possibilities  of 
those  dissensions  which  I  so  much  apprehended.  1  shall  not,  there- 
fore, give  your  excellency  any  further  trouble  than  to  take  an  opi»or- 
tunity  of  paying  my  respects  in  order  to  take  leave,  and  to  assure  you 
that  I  shall  leave  this  kingdom  with  the  most  entire  confidence  in  his 
majesty's  benevolence  to  the  United  States  and  inviolable  adherence  to 
the  treaties  between  the  two  powers,  with  a  similar  confidence  in  the 
good  disposition  of  his  majesty's  ministers  of  state  and  of  this  nation 
towards  us,  and  with  a  heart  impressed  with  gratitude  for  the  many 
civilities  which  I  have  received  in  the  siiort  space  I  have  resided  here, 
at  court,  in  the  city,  and  in  the  couutry,  and  particularly  from  your 
excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  A.  Lee.* 

Passy,  February  18,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  herewith  copies  of  res- 
olutions of  Congress  of  September  the  11th  and  11th  and  October  the 
22d.  I  shall  endeavor  strictly  to  coniply,  on  my  part,  with  the  com- 
mands of  Congress  contained  in  the  letter,  which  are  at  the  same  time 
perfectly  agreeable  to  my  iucliuatious. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Fkanklin. 


A.  Lee  to  Franklin. t 

Chaillot,  February  18,  1779. 
Sir:  I  this  moment  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  this  date, 
containing  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  September  the  11th 
and  14th  and  October  22d.     I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  paying  my 
compliments  to  you  on  your  appointment  to-morrow  about  12  o'clock. 

'  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  545. 

t  MSS.  Dep.of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev,  Cuir.,  545,  nitli  omissious. 
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Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  your  intention  of  cultivat- 
ing the  harmony  recommended  in  the  last  resolve,  because  I  always 
lamented  the  interruption  of  it  as  detrimental  to  the  public  and  dishon- 
orable to  ourselves. 

[As  Mr.  Deane  has  used  your  name  in  his  letter  to  the  people  in  order 
to  support  his  accusations  of  and  invective  against  me,  and  has  done 
the  same  in  a  piece  given  in  by  him  to  Congress  and  by  their  order  sent 
to  me,  to  autliorize  the  most  outrageous  abuse  of  me  that  can  be  im- 
agined, it  was  my  intention  to  have  written  to  you  to  know  whether 
this  was  done  by  your  authority  ;  but  I  shall  not  carry  this  intention 
into  execution  without  an  assurance  from  yon  that  it  will  not  prevent 
the  promised  harmony  and  confidence  which  from  my  heart  I  believe  to 
be  essential  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States.  Kather, 
therefore,  than  hazard  these  by  an  act  of  mine  1  will  combat  Mr. 
Deaue's  calumnies  without  endeavoring  to  take  from  him  the  appear- 
ance of  your  concurrence,  under  which  he  shelters  himself.J* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to  A.  Lee.t 


Passy,  February  18,  1779, 
Sir  :  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  me  by  the  bearer  all  the  pub- 
lic papers  in  your  hands  belonging  to  this  department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  Lovell.} 

Passy,  February  20,  1779. 

I  can  not  lay  aside  my  pen  without  saying  that  the  accusations  before 
Congress  against  the  Messrs.  Lee,  and  I  know  not  who  besides,  distress 
me  beyond  measure.  I  fear  they  will  perpetuate  altercation  without 
briuging  any  great  truths  to  light  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  I  have 
sighed  and  mourned  and  wept  for  that  intemi)erance  of  passion  which 
1  very  early  discovered  here,  without  being  able  to  soften  or  to  cool  it 
in  the  least  degree.  I  wish  I  could  draw  the  portrait  of  every  char- 
acter here  as  it  appears  in  my  eyes,  but  this  would  be  imprudent,  and 
if  it  should  be  known  would  do  public  mischief,  full  enough  of  which 
has  been  done  already  by  indiscretion. 

Our  old  incidental  agent  is  an  honest  man,  faithful  and  zealous  in 


"Passage  iu  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  and  Bigclow's  cd. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  546;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  308, 

I  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  476. 
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our  cause;  but  there  is  an  acrimony  in  liis  temper,  there  is  a  jealousy, 
there  is  an  obhtinacy,  and  a  want  of  candor  at  times,  and  an  aflectatiou 
of  secrecy,  the  fruit  of  Jealousy,  which  renders  liim  disagreeable  often 
to  his  friends,  makes  him  enemies,  and  gives  them  infinite  advantages 
over  him.  That  he  has  had  great  provocatious  here  I  never  doubted, 
and  since  the  ai)pearance  of  the  address  less  than  ever.* 

There  is  anotlier  character  here,  exceedingly  respectable  in  fortune, 
education,  travel,  honor,  integrity,  love  of  his  country,  and  zeal  in  its 
cause,  but  Tacitus  would  say  his  passions  are  always  strong,  oiten  vio- 
lent, and  he  has  not  experience  in  public  life.t  These  two  gentlemen 
have  been  very  intimate,  and  have  encouraged,  no  doubt,  and  often 
irritated  each  other.  Another  thing:  I  think  that  other  gentleman 
ought  not  to  have  been  here  ;  he  should  have  been  in  Italy  or  in  Amer- 
ica, or,  being  here,  I  really  think  he  ought  not  to  have  interfered  so 
much.  This  is  simply  my  opinion  ;  I  may  be  wrong.  That  that  gentle- 
man thought  he  was  doing  his  duty  I  am  clear.  But  of  this  I  am 
persuaded,  that  if  he  had  been  in  Italy,  things  would  never  have  gone 
to  the  lengths  they  have.  On  the  other  hand,  most  of  the  old  con- 
nections of  the  doctor  and  Mr.  Deane  werefilled  witli  prejudices  against 
those  two  geutlemen.  One  party  was  striving  to  get  the  better  of  the 
other,  to  lower  its  reputation  and  diminish  its  authority. 

In  this  chaos  I  found  things  and  have  been  tossed  in  it;  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  a  monopoly  of  reputation  here  and  an  indecency  in  dis- 
playing it  which  did  great  injustice  to  the  real  merit  of  others  that  I  do 
not  wonder  was  resented.  Tliere  was  an  indolence,  there  was  a  dissipa- 
tion, which  gave  just  occasion  of  complaint,  and  there  was  a  complai- 
sance to  interested  adventurers.  There  was  an  intimacy  with  stockjob- 
bers; there  was  an  acquaintance  with  persons  from  England  which 
gave  just  occasion  of  jealousy,  however  innocent  the  intentions  were. 
I  have  learned  that  total  silence  is  enough  to  i>rocure  a  character  for 
prudence,  whatever  indiscretions  a  man  may  commit. 

In  this  state  of  things  Congress  have  had  the  wisdom  and  the  forti- 
tude to  do  the  only  thing  which  could  be  done  for  putting  matters  on  a 
better  footing;  but  this  will  last  a  very  little  while  if  money  matters 
are  not  separated  from  political.  Some  other  thing  must  be  done ;  some 
resolution  must  be  passed  forbidding  every  man,  in  the  most  positive 
terms,  who  has  any  connection  with  your  minister  here,  from  having 
any  connection  with  English  stocks,  insurances,  etc.,  and' forbidding  all 
correspondence  with  them.  There  is  in  England  a  practice  of  making 
insurances  on  political  events  which  has  interested  the  whole  alley  in 
American  politics,  and  has  thrown  all  into  distraction. 

I  have  been  wholly  without  information  of  what  was  passing  in  Con- 
gress, and,  indeed,  in  America,  especially  in  Philadelphia.     My  friends, 


*Artbur  Leo.     The  address  alluded  to  is  Silas  Deaue's. 
t  Ralph  Izard. 


54  13IPLOMATI0    OORRfiSfONDENCE. 

r  know,  have  dcou  eiij^aged  in  doing-  the  pnblic  business,  not  iu  streugth- 
ening-  the  liauds  of  individuals  or  parties  here.  But  busliels  of  letters 
Lave  come  to  adventurers  here  containing-  informatiou  more  exact  in 
some  things,  and  not  so  true  in  others  as  they  ought  to  be. 


A.  Lee  to  Franklin.* 

Chaillot,  February  21,  1779. 

Sir  :  Your  grandson  delivered  to  me  between  10  and  12  o'clock  on 
the  19th  your  letter  dated  the  18th,  in  which  you  desire  I  "will  send 
by  the  bearer  all  the  papers  behniging  to  this  dei)artmeut." 

I  have  no  papers  belonging  to  the  department  of  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  But  if  you  mean,  sir,  the  papers 
relating  to  the  transactions  of  our  late  joint  commission,  I  am  yet  to 
learn,  and  can  not  conceive,  on  what  reason  or  authority  any  one  of 
those  who  were  forujerly  in  that  commission  can  alone  claim  or  demand 
possession  of  all  the  pa[)ers  evidencing  tlu'ir  transactions,  iu  which,  if 
they  should  appear  to  have  been  equally  concerne<l,  they  are  e<iually 
responsible. 

Of  these  papers  Mr.  Deane,  by  his  own  account,  has  taken  and  secured 
such  as  he  chose.  The  rest,  a  very  few  excei)ted,  you  have.  Many  of 
these  I  have  never  seen,  but  have  been  favored  with  copies.  Of  the 
few  originals  in  my  possession  there  are,  I  know,  dii[»licates  of  the  most 
part  at  Passy,  because  it  was  for  that  reason  only  that  I  took  them. 
The  rest  are  evidence  necessary  to  answer  Mr.  J)eane's  accusations 
[which  you  know  to  be  most  base  and  false  that  ever  the  malice  or 
wickedness  of  man  invented. ]t 

If  it  were,  indeed,  agreed  that  all  the  i)aj)ers  belonging  to  our-late 
commission  should  be  brought  together,  inimbered,  docketed,  and  de- 
posited where  the  late  commissioners,  and  they  only,  might  have  access 
to  them,  I  would  very  readily  contribute  the  f<>w  I  have.  But  on  no 
other  terms  can  I  part  with  them,  and  nnist,  therefore,  desire  you  to 
command  me  in  some  other  service. 

Still,  however,  I  am  in  the  iudgment  of  ( 'ongress,  and  if,  upon  our 
mutual  re]>resoutati<)ns,  should  you  think  it  worth  troubling  them  with, 
they  should  be  of  a  different  opinioT),  I  shall  abides  by  their  decision  and 
obey  their  orders. 

I  hope  your  gout  is  better,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks' Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  54G,  whli  omissions;  6  Bigelow's- 
Franklin,  '.M)[),  Avliere  the  ori>riual  is  correctly  given, 
t  Passage  iu  brackets  omitted  iu  Sparks'  ed. 
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Vergeunes  to  J.   Adams.*" 

['riMii^latioij.  ] 

Versailli^s,  February  21,  1771'. 
Sir  :  I  hare  received  the  hotter  which  you  liave  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  on  the  lOth  of  1  liis  month.  Althoiigii  you  an^  to  ])e  henceforth 
without  a  ])nblic  character  in  France,  be  ])ersuaded  tliat  the  esteem 
and  consideration  whicli  you  have  justly  acquired  are  by  no  means 
diminished,  and  I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  you  will  Tiot  deprive  me  of  the 
pleasure  of  assuring'  you  of  it  by  word  of  mouth,  ami  being  at  the  same 
time  the  interpreter  of  the  f^ivorable  sentiments  with  which  the  king 
honors  you.  They  are  the  consequence  of  the  particular  satisfaction 
wliicdi  liis  majesty  has  received  from  the  wise  conduct  you  have  held 
during  the  whole  time  of  your  commission,  as  well  as  the  zeal  you  have 
constantly  displaye«I  both  for  the  cause  of  your  country  and  for  the 
support  of  the  alliance  which  attaches  it  to  his  majesty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


J.  Adams  to  La  Fayette. t 

Passy,  February  21,  1779. 

My  Dear  Marquis:  Tlie  conversation  with  which  yon  honored  me 
last  evening  has  induced  me  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  tbis  lett«a'  ui)on 
the  same  subject. 

ft  is  certain  that  a  loan  of  money  is  very  much  needed  to  redeem  the 
reduiulancy  of  our  ])aper  bills,  and  without  it,  it  is  imi)ossil)le  to  tbiesee 
what  will  be  the  consequence  to  their  credit,  and  therefore  every  service 
that  may  be  rendered  in  or<ler  to  obtain  it  fiom  this  kingdom,  from 
Spain  or  Hoi  (ami,  will  be  a  most  acceptable  service. 

But  without  some  other  exertions  even  a  loan  perhaps  would  be  Vuit 
a  temporary  relief;  with  them  a  smaller  loan  might  suftice.  You  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  enemy  in  America  are  at  present  very  weak  and 
in  great  distress  in  every  ])art.  They  are  weak  in  Canada,  weak  in 
Halifax,  weak  in  lihode  Island,  weak  in  New  York,  weak  in  the  I'^lori- 
das,  and  weak  in  every  one  of  the  ^Yest  India  Islands.  A  strong  arma- 
ment of  ships  of  the  line,  with  hve  thousand  troops,  directed  against 
Halifax,  IMiode  l.sland,  or  New  York  must  infallibly  succeed.  So  it  must 
against  the  Floridas,  so  it  must  against  Canada  or  any  one  of  the  West 
India  Islands. 

You  are  very  sensible  that  in  this  state  of  weakness  the  British  pos- 
sessions in  America  depend  upon  each  other  for  reciprocal  support. 
The  troops  and  ships  derive  such  supplies  of  provisions  from  Canada 

*2  Spnrks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  HTO  ;  7  Joliu  Adams'  Works,  S3. 

1 2  Spark.s'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  577 ;  witli  verbal  changes  ;  7  Joha  Ailauis'  Works,  84. 
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and  Kova  Scotia,  tliat  if  these  places  or  either  of  them  were  lost  it 
would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  the  other  to  subsist.     Tlie  West 
India  Islands  derive  such  supplies  from  theFloridas,  that  if  they  \Yere 
lost  the  others  could  hardly  subsist.     Their  fleets  and  armies  in  Canada, 
Halifax,  Khode  island.  New  York,  and  theFloridas  receive  supplies  of 
rum;  sugar,  molasses,  etc,  from  the  West  India  Islands,  without  which 
they  could  scarcely  subsist.     Every  part  of  their  possessions  in  America, 
both  on  the  continent  and  in  the  islands,  receive  constant  supplies  from 
Europe,  from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  without  which  they  must 
fall.    You  ])erceive,  therefore,  that  their  dominions  in  America  at  pres- 
ent form  such  a  chain,  that  the  links  mutually  support  each  other  in 
such  a  manner  that  if  one  or  two  were  taken  away  the  whole,  or  at 
least  the  greater  part,  must  fall.     In  this  state  of  things,  then,  the  ob- 
vious policy  is  to  send  a  strong  squadron  of  ships  of  the  line  to  co-operate 
with  the  Count  d'Estaing  and  the  American  army  in  some  expedition 
directed  against  New  York,  Khode  Island,  Halifax,  or  perhaps  all  of 
them  in  course.    Five  or  six  thousand  troops  would  be  quite  enough. 
Above  all,  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to  keep  a  clear  superiority  of 
naval  power  both  on  the  coast  of  the  continent  and  in  the  West  India 
Islands.     This,  together  with  French  and  American  privateers,  would 
make  such  havoc  among  the  enemy's  transports  passing  from  one  of 
their  i)ossessions  to  another  as  must  ruiu  their  affairs.     Tiie  French 
have  a  great  advantage  in  carrying  on  this  kind  of  war  in  America  at 
present.     The  British  ships  are  badly  manned  and  in  bad  repair.     They 
can  not  send  them  into  the  American  seas  without  the  utmost  terror  for 
their  own  coasts.     And  when  they  are  in  America  they  have  not  such 
advantages  for  supjdies  of  provisions,  naval  stores,  etc.,  as  the  French. 
The  devastation  which  was  made  among  their  ships  of  the  line,  frig- 
ates, transports,  and  traders  in  the  American  seas  the  last  summer 
shows  how  much  might  be  done  if  a  stronger  force  were  sent  there.     As 
long  as  the  enemy  have  jiossession  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  so 
long  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  keep  up  large  armies  to  watch  their 
motions  and  defend  the  country  against  them,  which  will  oblige  us  to 
endt  more  paper  and  still  further  increase  the  depreciation.     Now,  as 
long  as  they  maintain  the  dominion  of  those  seas  their  troops  will  be 
protected  by  tlu^,  cannon  of  their  ships,  and  we  could  not  dislodge  tliem 
with  an  army,  however  large ;  at  least  we  could  not  kee])  possession  of 
those  ])laces.     But  if  their  force  was  cai)tivated  in  those  seas,  as  it  might 
easily  be  l)y  a  sea  force  co  operating  with  the  land  forces,  we  might  re- 
duce our  army  and  innumerable  other  articles  of  expense;  we  need 
not  endt  any  more  paper  and  that  already  out  would  depreciate  no 
further.     I  should  be  happy  to  have  further  conversation  with  you,  sir, 
upon  these  subjects,  or  to  exi)lain  anything  by  letter  which  may  be  in 
my  power. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  etc. 

John  Adams. 
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Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Philadelphia,  Fchrvary  22,  1779. 
Sir:  In  obedieuce  to  the  orders  of  Cougress  of  the  8tli  of  December, 
1777,  which  I  received  the  4th  of  March,  1778,  I  embraced  the  first 
opportunity  of  returniug  to  America,  aud  on  ni}-  arrival  repaired  with 
all  possible  dispatch  to  Congress  on  the  13th  of  July  last,  since  which 
time  I  have  attended  their  orders  in  this  city.  1  beg  leave  to  remind 
Congress  that  early  in  January,  177G,  I  had  the  honor  of  being  engaged 
by  their  committee  to  go  as  their  agent  to  France,  to  transact  important 
business  for  them  in  the  commercial  as  well  as  political  departments, 
and  that  I  have  ever  since  been  in  their  service,  in  which  I  flatter 
luyself  I  have  been  of  some  utility  to  them  and  to  my  country ;  but 
that  an  absence  of  almost  four  years  from  my  family  and  private  affairs, 
more  than  seven  months  of  which  I  have  waited  to  know  their  pleasure 
resi)ecting  me  here,  has  so  exceedingly  embarrassed  and  distressed  me, 
that  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed  guilty  of  an  unbecoming  impatiente 
in  pressing  to  know  if  Congress  have  any  further  commands  for  me, 
and  in  what  manner  my  past  transactions,  as  their  agent  and  commis- 
sioner, are  to  be  adjusted  and  closed.  I  have  heretofore  written 
repeatedly  and  particularly  to  Congress  on  this  subject  and  will  not 
enlarge  upon  it  at  present,  but  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost 

respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Franklin  to  Hartley,  t 

Passy,  Fehmanj  22,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  proj^osition  for  removing  the  stumbling- 
block.  Your  constant  desire  of  peace  ought  to  endear  you  to  both 
sides;  but  this  proposition  seems  to  be  naturally  impracticable.  We 
can  never  think  of  quitting  a  solid  alliance,  made  and  ratitied,  in  order 
to  be  in  a  state  for  receiving  unknown  proposals  of  peace,  which  may 
vanish  in  the  discussion.  The  truth  is,  we  have  no  kind  of  faith  in 
your  government,  which  appears  to  us  as  insidious  and  deceitful  as  it 
is  unjust  and  cruel ;  its  character  is  that  of  the  spi<ler  in  Thomsou, 

cunning  and  fierce, 


Mixture  abhorred  ! 
Besides,  we  can  not  see  the  necessity  of  our  relinquishing  our  alliance 
with  France  in  order  to  a  treaty,  any  more  than  of  your  relinquishing 
yours  with  Holland. 

I  am,  very  attectionately,  yours, 

'  N.  A.t 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  1:53. 

f2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  49;  6  Bigelow's  Frauklin.  310. 

t  North  America. 
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Franklin  to  Harley.* 

PA8SY,  February  213,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favor  of  January  1'3,  containiiig-  tbe 
answer  you  had  received  from  tbe  board  of  sick  and  hurt,  in  whicli 
they  say  tliey  are  taking  measures  for  the  immediate  sending-  to  France 
the  number  of  Americans  first  proposed  to  be  changed,  etc. 

I  liave  lieard  notiiing  since  of  the  measures  taken.  Tlie  prisoners 
grow  more  and  more  uneasy  with  us.  They  are  told  that  we  neglect 
them.  We  sent  the  i)assport  required  in  September  last.  We  were 
soon  after  assured  that  a  i)assport  was  actually  taken  ni)and  victualed 
for  100  men  to  be  sent  to  France  with  so  many  prisoners.  That  vessel 
has  never  appeared. 

We  relied  upon  the  agreement  to  exchange  and  the  promise  of  doing 
it  speedily,  and  we  advised  our  i)eople  thereupon  not  to  attempt  es- 
capes. We  seem  to  have  been  deceived  or  trilled  with,  but  perhaps  it 
is  rather  owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  business  the  board  has  on  its 
hands,  and  your  important  occui)ations  not  permitting  you  to  follow  it 
with  such  frequent  solicitations  as  are  necessary  to  keei>  up  its  attention 
to  this  particular  affair.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  of  sending  over  a 
person  for  that  i)urpose,  empowering  him  to  stipulate  readily,  without 
the  delay  attending  letters.  By  this  means  I  would  save  you  some  of 
that  trouble  which  your  goodness  and  humanity  might  otherwise  con 
tinue  to  lead  you  into.  I  would  only  desire  you  at  i)resent  to  procure 
a  safe  conduct;  his  name  is  Edward  Bancroft;  he  is  a  gentleuian  of 
character  and  honor  wlio  will  punctually  observe  such  restrictions  re- 
specting his  conduct  when  in  England  as  it  may  be  thought  reasonable 
to  lay  him  under.  If  this  is  or  is  not  obtainable,  I  beg  you  will  signify 
it  by  a  Hue  directed  for  him  at  M.  Leveaux's,  merchant,  in  Calais ;  and 
that  as  soon  as  possible,  that  he  may  not  be  fruitlessly  detained  long 
there  in  expectation  of  it. 


Proceedings  of  Congress   as  to  conditions  of  pacification,  "and  particularly 
as   to  the  Mississippi  and  Fisheries.! 

February  23,  1779. 

The  committee,  to  v  liom  were  referred  the  letters  from  Mr.  A.  Lee 
and  the  communications  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  in 
his  memorial  of  the  9th  and  in  the  private  audience  of  the  15th,  report : 

Tliat  upon  consideration  of  all  the  matters  referred  to  your  com- 
mittee tbey  are  of  opinion  that  his  catholic  majesty  is  disposed  to 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  United  States  of  America.  That  he  hath 
manifested  this  disposition  in  a  decisive  declaration  lately  made  to  the 
court  of  Great  Britain.  That  in  consequence  of  such  declaration  the 
in<lependence  of  these  United  States  must  be  finally  acknowledged  by 

*G  Bigelow's  Franklin,  :{11. 

tSec  .'secret  MSS.  ,journ:ils,  Dep.  of  State,  which  are  followed  with  variations  and 
oniissioushy  the  printed  secret  iournals. 


FP:BRUARY    23,    1779.  59 


Great  Britain,  and  immediately  thereon  a  negotiation  for  peace  will  be 
set  on  foot  between  the  powers  of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  these 
United  States  under  the  mediation  of  his  catholic  majesty;  or  that 
Spain  will  take  part  in  the  war,  and  his  catholic  majesty  will  unite  his 
force  with  the  most  Christian  king;  and  the  United  States. 

That  in  the  event  of  a  negotiation  for  peace  your  committee,  pnr- 
suant  to  the  declaration  of  Congress  that  they  would  not  make  nor 
even  treat  of  peace  until  the  independence  of  these  United  States 
should  be  acknowledged,  or  all  the  forces  of  their  enemy  witlidrawn, 
pursuant  to  the  guaranty  of  his  most  Christian  niaj  sty  by  the  treaty 
of  alliance  eventual  and  defensive,  made  and  subsisting  between  him 
and  these  United  States  as  sovereign  and  independent,  they  assume 
it  first  as  a  ground  and  j^reliminar^',  that  previous  to  any  treaty  or 
negotiation  for  peace  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  abso- 
lute and  unlimited,  of  these  United  states,  as  well  in  matters  of  gov- 
ernment as  ot  commerce,  be  acknowledge.!  on  the  jtart  of  Great 
Britain. 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done,  yonr  committee  are  of  oi)ini<)n  that  the 
minister  of  these  United  States  onght  on  the  part  of  the  said  States  to 
assist  at  and  contract  and  stipulate  in  such  negotiation  for  peace  as 
may  be  set  on  foot  under  the  mediation  of  his  catholic  majesty. 

That  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  such  event  the  said  ministers 
ought  to  be  instructed  by  Congress  in  the  several  following  particulars, 
to  wit : 

(1)  What  to  insist  on  as  the  ultimatnm  of  these  States;  and 

(2)  What  to  yield  or  require  on  terms  of  mutual  exchange  or  compen- 
sation. 

On  the  first  head,  yonr  committee  arp  of  opinion  that  the  following- 
articles  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  safety  and  independence  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  insisted  on  as  the  ultimatum 
of  these  States. 

(1)  That  the  bounds  of  the  T'nited  States  be  acknowledged  and  rati- 
fied as  follows :  Northerly  by  the  ancient  limits  of  Canada  as  contended 
for  b}'  Great  Britain,  running  from  Nova  Scotia  southwesterly  w^est  and 
northwesterly  to  Lake  Nipissing;  thence  a  west  line  to  the  Mississippi 
easterly  by  the  boundary  settled  between  Massachusetts  and  Nova 
Scotia;  southerly  hy  the  boundary  settled  between  Georgia  and  East 
and  West  Flori<l;i,  and  westerly  by  the  river  Mississippi. 

(2)  That  every  port  and  place  within  the  United  States,  ami  every 
island,  harbor,  and  road  to  them,  or  any  of  them  belonging,  be  absolutely 
evacuated  by  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

(3)  That  a  right  of  fishing  and  cnring  fish  on  the  banks  and  coasts  of 
the  island  of  Newfoundland  equally  with  the  snbjects  of  France  and 
Great  Britain  be  reserved,  acknowledged,  and  ratified  to  the  subjects  of 
the  United  States. 

(4)  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  as  low  down  as  the 
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sontberu  bounaary  of  tlie  United  States  be  acknowledged  and  ratified 
ab.sokitely  free  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

(5)  That  free  commerce  be  allowed  to  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States  with  some  i)ort  or  ports  below  the  southern  boundary  of  the  said 
States  on  the  river  Mississippi,  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  par- 
ticularly enumerated ;  and 

(G)  In  case  the  allies  of  these  United  States  will  agree  to  supjiort  them 
in  such  claim  by  continuing  hostilities,  then  to  insist  that  Nova  Scotia 
and  its  dependencies  be  ceded  to  the  United  States  or  declared  iude- 
peudent. 

On  the  present  head  your  committee  are  of  opinion— 

(1)  That  the  claim  to  Nova  Scotia  ought  to  be  given  up  in  lieu  of  the 
equal  share  in  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  or  such  share  of  the  fishery 
in  lieu  of  Nova  Scotia  if  both  can  not  be  obtained. 

(2)  That  in  case  ueither  of  these  can  be  obtained  in  lieu  of  the  otlier, 
then  if  the  Bermuda  Ishmds  can  be  obtained  the  claim  to  Nova  Scotia 
be  ceded  iu  lieu  thereof. 

(3)  That  it  rnay  be  stipulated  that  the  subjects  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  trade  to  tlie  East  Indies,  or  engage  in  the  slave  trade,  if  ade- 
quate compensation  can  be  obtained. 

(4)  That  the  United  States  will  not  establish  any  settlement  or  do- 
minion beyond  the  limits  of  the  said  States  as  settled  at  the  conclusion 
of  t  he  treaty  of  i)eace. 

(5)  That  if  Great  Britain  shall  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States 
the  same  may  be  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Spain  for  an  adequate  compen- 
sation. 

(G)  A  reciprocal  guaranty  of  all  American  possessions  which  shall 
remain  to  the  respective  powers  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace. 

Your  committee  are  further  of  opinion  that  no  truce  ought  to  be 
agreed  to  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.*  That  a  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities during  the  negotiation  may  be  admitted  in  ciJse  all  the  force  of 
the  enemy  shall  be  withdrawn  from  every  poi t  and  place  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  That  no  exclusive  ])rivilege  of  commerce 
be  allowed  to  Great  Britain  with  the  United  States,  and  that  all  claims 
not  in  the  instructions  mentioned  may  be  ceded,  exchanged,  or  retained, 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  negotiation  may  require. 

In  the  event  of  a  continuance  of  the  war  and  an  alliance  with  Spain, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  subsidy  should,  if  possible,  be  ob- 
tained from  the  court  of  Madrid  on  the  following  stipulations: 

That  his  catholic  majesty  shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  in  such 

convenient  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  on,  a  sum  not  less  than and 

the  further  sum  of yearly  during  the  continuation  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  for  a  term  not  less  than 
years  after  the  determination  thereof,  or  if  that  can  not  be  ob- 
tained, then  a  sum  not  less  than yearly  during  the  term  aforesaid. 

That  in  consideration  thereof  the  United  States  shall  hold  in  readiness 

*  As  to  truce,  sec  lutroiliiction,  §^  86,  9dff. 
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a  well-appointed  force,  not  exceedinj;  effective  infantry,  with  all 

camp  and  marchinj;  requisites,  with  suitable  arms,  artillery,  and  other 
equipments  for  war,  to  be  employed  in  conquering  the  Floridas.  That 
the  said  countries  Miien  conijuered  shall  be  ceded  and  guarantied  to 
his  catholic  majesty  by  the  United  States,  reserving  always  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississi[»i»i  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States 
as  wqU  as  to  the  subjects  of  his  catholic  majesty,  if  possible,  in  the  full- 
est extent  of  egress  and  ingress,  but,  if  this  can  not  be  obtained,  then 
that  a  port  be  reserve«l  for  the  delivery  and  sale,  ])urchaseand  lading, 
of  all  commodities  excepting  such  articles  as  shall  be  particularly 
enumerated. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  tiie  oi»inion  that  the  ministers  of  these 
United  States  should  be  instructcnl  and  empcnvered  to  stipulate  and 
contract  for  the  delivery  of  masts  for  the  royal  navy  of  Spain,  at  some 
convenient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  above  report  being  read  : 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table  for  the  consideration  of  the  members 
and  that  it  be  taken  u[)  on  Thursday  next. 

Resolved,  That  on  Thursday  next  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  to  take  into  consideration  the  foregoing  report.* 


Franklin  to  Paul  Jones. t 

Passy,  February  24,  1779. 
Dear  Captain:  M.  Alexander  called  here  this  morning  to  deliver  a 
little  message  to  be  communicated  to  you  from  Lord  Selkirk.  The  pur- 
port was  that  his  lordship  had  written  an  answer  to  your  letter,  which 
answer,  after  having  been  detained  many  months  in  the  post-oflBce,  had 
been  sent  back  to  him.  That  as  to  the  proposition  of  returning  the 
plate,  if  it  was  made  by  order  of  Congress  or  any  public  body,  he  would 
accept  of  it,  and  endeavor  to  make  suitable  returns  for  the  favor;  but 
if  by  a  private  person's  generosity,  the  captain's  for  instance,  he  could 
by  no  means  receive  it.  You  will  now  judge  whether  it  is  worth  while 
to  give  yourself  any  further  trouble  about  that  matter, 
lam,  with  great  regard,  dear  sir,  etc. 


Congress — Proceedings  as  to  Barbary  Treaty.  [ 

February  24,  1779. 
A  letter  of  7th  November,  1778,  from  B.  Franklin,  A.  Lee,  and  J. 
Adams,  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  was  read,  indors- 

*  See  proceedings  of  Feb.  27,  1779,  infra. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  see  as  to  the  Selkirk  plate,  Fraiikliu  and  Adams  to  Scliweig- 
baiTser,  Feb.  10,  1779,  sitjn-a. 

t  Secret  journals,  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  in  printed  secret.joarnals,  with  verbal  changes, 
under  date  of  Feb.  ir>,  1779. 
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iug  copies  of  letter.s  between  them  iiiid  the  Count  de  Vergennes  relative 
to  a  negotiation  with  the  Baibary  (States,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  ambassador  of  Naples  to  the  commissioners,  informing  them 
that  the  king,  his  master,  has  opened  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  desiring  at  these  times  when  the  sea  is  covered 
with  the  privateers  of  different  nations,  and  also  with  pirates,  to  know 
the  colors  of  the  flag  and  the  form  of  the  sea  papers. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relative  to  a  uegotiation  with  the  States 
of  Barbary  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

Tiie  members  chosen:  Mr.  Carmichael,  Mr.  Nelson,  aud  Mr.  Burke. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  minister  of  Naples  be  referred  to 
the  marine  committee ;  and  that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report 
forms  of  proper  commissions,  ship  [»apers,  and  the  like,  with  the  means 
of  authenticating  them  aud  of  notifying  the  same  to  the  several  powers 
who  shall  be  disposed  to  open  their  ports  to  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States. 

On  passing  the  instruction,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Burke : 

New  Hampsbire Mi.  Whipple No...     No. 

Mr.  S.  Adams No.. .  i 

Massachusetts  Bay <^  Mi.  Gerry Ave..   ,No. 

Mr.  Holton No...  S 


Rhode 


New  York 


Pennsylvania 


Tslind  ^Mr.  Ellery  Aye.. 

^**'''"'^ ^  Mr.  Collins Ayo.. 

Connecticut j  Mr.  Dyer Aye . . 

\  Mr.  Root Aye.. 

(  Mr.  .Jay Aye . . 

Mr.  G.  Morris Aye.. 

Mr.  Floyd Aye . . 

Mr.  Lewis Aye.. 

Mr.  Witherspoon Aye.. 

New  Jersey <^  Mr.  Freliughnyscn Aye.. 

Fell Aye.. 

Clingan Aye.. 

Hhippen  Aye.. 

Atlee Aye . . 

Mr.  Scarle .Aye.. 

Delaware Mr.  McKeuu Aye.. 

(  Mr.  Plater  No... 

Maryland...... ''  S"  ?■''"'''' -Vi S"     - 

•'  '  Mr.  Carmichael No... 

\  M r.  Iknry No . . . 

r  Mr.  T.  Adams No... 

j  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee Aye.. 

Virginia i  m  ^  p  "  i^,"';'''  > •-■-Ay«.- 

^  )  Mr.  R.  H.  Leo  (excused) 

I  Mr.  Griffin No   .. 

tMr.  Nelson Aye.. 

i  Mr.  Penn Aye.. 

North  Carolina ^  Mr.  Hill No. .. 

<  Mr.  Burke No. .. 

South  Carolina \  f."^'  Drayton No . . 

)  Mr.  Hutsou No. .. 

Georgia Mr.  Lang  worthy No.. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afitirmative. 
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Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

l'A««Y,  February  25, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  duly  your  excellency's  most  obliging  letter  of  the  17tli 
instant.  I  was  then  so  ill  with  the  gout  and  a  fever  tliat  I  could  neither 
write  nor  think  of  anything.  This  necessarily  prevented  iny  attending 
at  court  to  i>rtsent  my  letters  of  credence  on  Tuesday  last,  agreeably 
to  his  majesty's  gracious  permission  ;  but  as  the  fit  seems  to  be  going 
off,  1  hoi)e  that  in  two  or  three  days  I  sliall  be  able  to  pay  my  respects 
to  your  excellency  at  Versailles. 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  your  kind  notice  of  the  affairs  of  Captain 
McNeill. 

I  have  ordered  the  Alliance  frigate  to  i)rei)are  for  returning  immedi- 
ately to  America,  in  order  to  convoy  thitiier  about  tifteen  sail  of  ships 
going  from  Nantes.  As  this  ship  is  said  to  be  an  admirable  swift  sailer 
I  mention  her  as  an  opportunity  by  which  disi)atehes  may  probably  go 
safely  if  your  excellency  should  think  tit  to  write  by  her. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.  t 

Passy,  February  25,  1779. 

Sir:  1  thank  your  excellency  for  the  appointment  of  a  frigate  to 
escort  the  shii)s  from  Nantes  to  the  Isle  of  Aix,  and  the  assurances  of 
protection  to  our  vessels  who  may  join  the  convoy  there. 

Our  frigate  the  Alliance,  is  ordered  to  prepare  for  returning  immedi- 
ately to  America.  If  your  excellency  should  thiidc  fit  to  send  some 
dispatches  by  her  they  may  probably  go  safe,  as  she  is  a  remarkably 
swift  sailer. 

I  thank  your  excellency  also  for  your  favorable  dispositions  towards 
the  Chevr.  de  Marigni,  expressed  iu  the  letter  you  honored  me  with  of 
the  13th  instant.  I  have  been  ever  since  severely  handled  by  the  gout 
and  unable  to  write  or  think  of  business.  But  1  now  hope  I  shall  soon 
be  able  to  pay  my  respects  to  your  excellency  in  person  at  Versailles 
and  congratulate  you  on  better  news  from  the  West  Indies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.! 

Paris,  February  L'5,  1779. 
Gentlemen:  I  received  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Deane,  dated  the  IL'th 
of  October,  1778,  on  my  letter  of  the  Istof  June,  1778. 

The  banker's  account  proves  what  1  said,  that  millions  have  been  ex- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  state  ;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  316. 
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pen(Jle(i;  but  it  docs  not  prove  what  I  wanted  to  be  satisfied  of  that  the 
vahieotthis  ex[)eiiditure  has  been  iec«3ived  by  Ihe  agentsof  Congress  in 
Enioi>e.  Neither  their  receipts  nor  the  bills  ot  lading  appeared  among 
the  papers  he  left  at  Passy.  Upon  a  scrap  of  paper  Mr.  Deane  had  left 
notes  that  such  and  such  sums  were  paid  in  general  for  such  and  such 
purposes.  This  was  a  manner  of  ac(50unting  equally  mercantile  and 
satisfactory.  It  was  not  even  so  ex[)licit  as  the  summary  of  the  bank 
er's  account  he  has  subjoined  to  the  remarks  1  am  answering.  It  never 
s[)ecitied  the  quantity,  and  not  often  the  (puility,  of  what  the  sums 
were  paid  for.  It  was  not  accompanied  with  accounts  and  receipts 
from  the  persons  to  whom  the  money  was  said  to  have  been  paid,  nor 
the  receipts  of  our  agent,  to  whom  the  things  must  be  sup[)osedto  have 
been  delivered.  It  is  manifest  why  the  agent,  Mr.  Williams,  did  not, 
and  will  not,  to  this  moment  give  receipts,  specifying  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  what  he  received  for  the  public  use,  because  such  receipts 
would  make  him  responsible  to  the  public  for  their  contents ;  which  now 
he  is  not. 

This,  then,  is  distinctly  the  subject  of  my  complaint,  that  iMr.  Deane, 
who  a,ssumed  to  himself  the  management  of  those  affairs,  left  them  in 
such  confusion  that  neither  was  there  any  usual  or  satisfactory  evidence 
of  the  things  said  to  have  been  delivered,  nor  were  there  any  means  left 
of  knowing  how  to  settle  the  accounts  that  remained  unpaid,  so  as  to 
do  justice  to  the  public.  There  were  no  books  of  accounts — nothing 
but  a  confused  mass  of  motley  refuse  pa])ers,  without  order,  reference, 
or  effect.  I  do  not,  nor  ever  did,  say  that  My.  Deane  has  not  the  regu- 
lar responsible  accounts  and  vouchers  ;  but  I  said,  and  still  say,  he 
di<l  tiot  leave  them  with  us.  rerhai)S  they  are  among  those  he  informs 
the  public  he  \vAi\i)laced  in  safety — that  is,  in  fitter  hands  than  those  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Deane  informs  us  that  there  are  but  two  sides  of  an  account; 
but  he  ought  to  know  that  there  also  ought  to  be  to  every  mercantile 
account,  receipts,  invoices,  and  bills  of  lading.  Had  he  ever  taken  the 
pains  to  procure  these  anil  left  them  for  our  satisfaction  he  would  have 
saved  himself  much  discredit  and  me  much  trouble;  tiie  public  would 
have  been  secured  and  satisfied. 

Mr.  Deane  lumps  244,285  livres,  as  had  ami  expended  in  common  by 
the  commissioners.*     But  this  is  not  the  fact.     I  had  nothing  to  do  with 

*  In  report  No.  220,  Twentieth  Congress,  first  session,  vol.  14,  p. 54,  the  following 
is  given  as  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  A.  Lee  of  Feb.  25,  ITTD  : 

Mr.  Deano  is  entirely  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  I  mean  bj'  saying  almost  every- 
thing remained  to  bo  paid  for.  I  will  tell  him  some  gross  sums  which  may  satisfy 
him  without  descending  to  a  multitude  of  lesser  : 

Mr.  Beaumarchais'  demand ftg  qOO  000 

Mr.  Monthieu's 674,000 

Mr.  AVilliams' ^ 300^000 

6,U74,000 
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what  tlieothrr  coniinissioners  received.  What  I  took  for  my  expenses 
1  gave  separate  and  distinct  receipts  for.  By  misstatiug  what  I  say 
of  in3'  expenses  he  would  induce  Congress  to  suppose  that  I  had  half 
of  that  sum.  This,  too,  is  not  a  fact,  as  my  receipts  will  show.  When 
1  said  that  from  my  experience  I  Judged  a  public  minister  could  not 
live  on  less  than  three  thousand  a  year,  I  did  not  mean  that  I  had  actu- 
ally spent  that  sum  ;  but  that,  as  the  expenses  of  a  public  minister  must 
be  greater  than  those  of  a  commissioner,  I  could  judge  from  my  expe- 
rienceof  theexpense  of  the  latter  what  must  be  necessary  for  the  former. 
I  had  not  been  a  public  minister,  and  therefore  could  not  speak  from 
experience  in  that  or  from  any  other  judgment.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


W.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Frankfort,  February  25,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  1  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  with  this  a  fourth 
copy  of  the  plan  of  a  treaty,  arranged,  as  you  will  see,  between  M.  John 
de  Neufville  on  the  part  of  the  pensionary  and  burgomasters  of  Amster- 
dam, and  myself  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America.  This 
plan,  I  presume,  will  nieet  with  the  approbation  of  Congress;  and  if  it 
can  be  carried  through  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Seven  United 
States  of  The  Netherlands,  America  can  not  have  anj^  just  ground  for 
couiplaint.  If  any  further  steps  are  taken  by  jou  in  this  business,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  authorize  some  })eison  to  complete  it  in  your  name, 
who  must  advance  it  witli  the  States-General  as  he  finds  the  temper 
of  the  times  and  politics;  for  it  is  to  be  observed  that  by  their  con- 
stitution, in  all  cases  of  treaties,  new  alliances,  peace,  or  war,  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  all  the  states  is  requisite.  However,  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  I  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the  negotiation  with  Amster- 
dam and  the  correspondence  I  have  since  kept  up  with  the  parties, 
that  city  (by  far  the  most  important  member  of  their  union)  has  with 
infinite  firmness  and  resolution  opposed  all  the  intrigues  of  Great 
Britain,  countenanced  as  it  is  said  by  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  involve 
the  republic  in  a  war  against  France,  and  consequently  against  America. 

The  efforts  of  Amsterdam  have  at  last  prevailed  on  the  States-General 
to  come  to  a  resolution  lately  much  in  our  favor;  that  is,  that  they  in- 
sist on  Great  Britain's  strictly  adhering  to  the  treaty  of  1074,  whereby 


*  Mr.  Lee  wrote  a  very  long  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  Feb. 
10,  vindicating  himself  against  statements  of  Silas  Deane.  This  letter,  somewhat 
altered,  was  published  nuder  the  title  of  "  Extracts  from  a  letter  written  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  Congress  by  the  honorable  Arthur  Lee  in  answer  to  a  libel  published  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Gazette  of  the  5th  of  December,  1778,  by  Silas  Deane,  in  which  every 
charge  or  insinuation  against  him  in  that  libel  is  fully  and  clearly  refuted.  Philadel- 
phia, 1780."     See  also  Silas  Deane  in  France,  151,  flF. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Eev.  Corr.,  625,  with  verbal  changes. 
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the  Dutch  commerce  is  allowed  to  be  entirely  free ;  aud  if  Great  Britain 
will  not  accede  to  this,  tbey  will  convoy  their  trade  with  ships  of  war 
and  repel  force  by  force.  They  are  accordingly  making  a  very  respect- 
able addition  to  their  navy,  the  care  of  which  Amsterdam  has  taken  on 
herself. 

With  respect  to  Germany,  onr  affairs  seem  to  wear  a  more  promising 
aspect  than  they  have  done  for  some  time  past.  Letters  of  good  au- 
thority from  Vieinui,  Berlin,  and  Breslan,  the  present  residence  of  the 
King  of  Prussia,  speak  with  confidence  of  the  terms  of  peace  being  fully 
settled  between  the  House  of  Austria  and  Prussia  under  the  mediation 
of  France  and  Prussia,  that  of  Great  Britain  being  eipially  slighted  by 
both  parties.  There  has  been  above  ten  thousand  men  raised  in  this 
country,  under  the  title  of  free  corps,  for  the  two  contending  powers, 
all  of  whom  will  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  the  peace  is  signed,  and  will 
be  ready  to  enter  into  any  service  that  will  pay  them.  It  will  require 
infinite  address,  industry,  and  management  to  prevent  Great  Britain 
from  gaining  advantage  from  this  circumstance,  which  will  no  doubt  be 
attempted  by  their  agent,  General  Faucet,  who  is  no\v  in  this  country, 
endeavoring  to  buy  more  human  flesh  to  sacrifice  to  the  demon  of 
tyranny  in  America.  To  this  object  I  shall  apply  at  present  my  prin- 
cipal attention,  at  the  same  time  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  to  take  advantage  of  thg  first  favorable  opening 
for  us  that  appears  at  either. 

I  think  it  most  probable  that  one  or  both  of  those  courts  will  begin  a 
negotiation  with  us  in  a  very  little  space  of  time  after  the  peace  be- 
tween them  is  finally  settled.  However,  for  the  present  the  King  of 
Prussia  has  formally  engaged,  by  a  letter  from  his  minister,  who  writes 
in  the  king's  name,  the  17th  of  this  instant  (February),  "  that  the  mer- 
chants of  North  America  who  should  come  with  their  merchant  vessels 
into  the  ports  of  his  majesty  to  trade  there  in  merchandise  that  is  not 
prohibited  should  have  full  liberty,  and  should  be  received  in  all  re- 
spects as  the  merchants  of  other  countries."  This  looks  to  me  as  if 
they  begin  to  wish  for  the  trade  to  be  commenced  between  America  and 
the  Prussian  dominions,  but  the  European  merchants,  and  especially 
those  who  are  not  accustomed  to  a  foi-eign  commerce,  which  is  almost 
universally  the  case  with  the  merchants  in  the  Prussian  dominions,  are 
cautious,  and  do  not  care  to  venture  hastily  iu  a  trade  which  they  do  not 
understand.  A  vessel  or  two  from  America,  arriving  in  the  i^ort  of 
Embden,  would  convince  the  Prussian  merchants  more  of  the  practica- 
bility of  this  commerce  than  a  volume  of  the  most  demonstrative  reason- 
ing that  ever  was  written.  Yom  will  judge  then  of  the  propriety  of 
encouraging  the  American  merchants  to  undertake  a  trial  of  this  com- 
merce. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  esq.,  of  New 
Jersey,  who  has  been  with  me  some  months  in  the  capacity  of  secre- 
tary to  the  commission  at  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  fur  whicU 
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purpose  he  left  London  in  May  last,  where  he  had  been  some  years 
pursuing  the  study  of  the  law.  He  now  returns  to  his  country,  because 
we  do  not  see  clearly  how  the  expense  of  a  secretary  is  to  be  supported, 
since  the  American  commissioners  at  the  Court  of  Versailles  have  lately 
demurred  at  paying  my  draft  on  them  for  my  expenses,  conformable  to 
the  resolve  of  Congress;  and  though  they  have  allowed  me  some 
money,  I  am  given  to  understand  that  it  is  the  last  I  am  to  expect  from 
them;  therefore,  if  you  should  agree  in  opinion  with  most  others  on 
the  propriety  of  keeping  up  the  commissions  in  Germany,  it  will  be 
quite  necessary  to  establish  some  sure  funds  to  support  the  expense. 
Mr.  Stockton  has  received  from  me  3,732  livres  for  his  expenses,  and  I 
am  obliged  to  refer  him  to  Congress  for  such  further  consideration  as 
they  may  judge  he  deserves,  not  having  it  in  my  i)ower  to  make  him 
that  compensation  for  his  services  to  the  public  which  I  think  him  en- 
titled to.  However,  justice  calls  upon  me  to  say  that  he  merits  con- 
sideration aud  esteem  for  his  zeal  and  readinpss  to  serve  his  country 
whenever  it  was  in  his  power,  and  therefore  I  am  sure  Congress  will 
render  him  ample  retribution. 

To  Mr.  Stockton  I  refer  you  for  further  information  relative  to  the 
general  state  of  political  affairs  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  and  expect- 
ing shortly  another  opportunity,  I  shall  write  again,  when  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  you  very  pleasing  accounts  of  the  progress  of  my  negotia- 
tions in  this  country.  I  have  not  received  any  letter  or  intelligence 
from  you  of  a  later  date  than  May  last,  therefore  I  have  nothing  to 
reply. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lee. 


Franklin  to  Patrick  Henry.* 

Passy,  February  26,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's  letter  of  ALarch 
3,  1778,  by  Captain  Lemaire,  acquainting  me  that  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia has  desired  Mr.  William  Lee,  your  agent,  to  procure  a  quantity 
of  arms  and  military  stores,  and  requesting  me  to  assist  him  with  my 
influence  in  obtaining  them  on  credit. 

Being  glad  of  any  opportunity  of  serving  Virginia,  and  showing  my 
regard  to  the  request  of  a  person  whom  I  so  highly  esteem,  and  Mr. 
Williani  Lee  being  absent,  1  found  immediately  three  different  mer- 
chants here,  men  of  fortune,  who  were  each  of  them  willing  to  under- 
take furnishing  the  whole,  and  giving  the  credit  desired.  But,  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee  being  understood  to  have  taken  the  management  of  the 
affair  into  his  own  hands,  one  of  the  three  soon  after  refused  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  it;  a  second,  whose  letter  to  me  I  enclose,  appre- 
hending difficulties  from  Mr.  Lee's  temper,  required  my  name  and  Mr. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  317. 
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Adams'  to  the  agreement,  whicli  lie  suppo.ses  Mr.  Loe  <li(l  not  like,  as 
his  offer  was  not  accepted.  1  know  not  why  the  offer  of  the  third  was 
not  taken.     I  was  afterwards  not  at  all  consulted  in  the  business. 

Poor  Lemaire  was  sent  about  Germany  to  fin<l  ^oods  and  credit, 
which  consumed  a  great  deal  of  time  to  little  i>uri)osc.  Several  of  the 
manufacturers  wrote  to  me  that  they  would  furnish  him  on  my  promise 
of  payment.  I  referred  them  to  Mr.  Lee.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Lee  and 
he  differed  about  his  expenses.  He  complained  frequently  to  me  of 
Mr.  Lee's  not  sup})lying  \\\m  with  necessary  subsistence,  and  ti:eating 
him  with  great  haughtiness  and  insolence.  I  thought  him  really  atten- 
tive to  his  duty  and  not  well  used,  but  I  avoided  meddling  with  his 
affairs,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  being  engaged  in  quarrels  myself.  Mr.  Lee, 
in  fine,  contracted  with  Messrs.  Tenet  and  Dacosta  to  supply  a  great 
part  of  the  goods.  They,  too,  have  differed,  and  I  have  several  letters 
of  complaints  from  tliose  gentlemen,  but  I  can  not  remedy  them,  for  I 
can  not  change  Mr.  Lee's  temper. 

They  have  offered  to  send  the  things  you  want,  which  he  has  refused, 
on  my  account;  but,  not  knowing  whether  he  has  not  provided  them 
elsewhere,  or  in  what  light  he  may  look  upon  my  concerning  myself 
with  what  he  takes  to  be  his  business,  I  dare  not  meddle,  being  charged 
by  the  Congress  to  endeavor  at  maintaining  a  good  understanding  with 
their  other  servants,  which  is,  indeed,  a  hard  task  with  some  of  them. 
I  hope,  however,  that  you  will  at  length  be  provided  with  what  you 
want,  which  I  think  you  might  have  been  long  since  if  the  affair  had 
not  been  in  hands  which  men  of  honor  and  candor  here  are  generally 
averse  to  dealing  with,  as  not  caring  to  hazard  quarrels  and  abuses  in 
the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

Our  public  affairs  at  this  court  continue  to  go  on  well.  Peace  is  soon 
expected  in  Germany,  and  we  hope  Spain  is  now  near  declaring  against 
our  enemies. 

I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin, 


Froceedings  of  Congress  as  to  conditions  of  pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[Continuation  of  proceedings  of  February  23,  1779,  sniwa.'] 

Saturday  Fchruary  27,  1779. 
Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  letters  from  A.  Lee  and  the  com- 
munications of  the  minister  of  France,  and  after  some  time  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported  that  the  committee 
hare  had  under  consideration  the  report  referred  to  them  and  have 

*  MSS,  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  report  of  same. 
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niado  some  progress,  but  not  baviug  come  to  a  conclusion  desire  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Leave  granted. 

On  Monday  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  above  report,  and  on  Thursday  resumed  the  same  subject  in  com 
mittee;  ou  the  10th,  11th,  loth,  and  IGth  of  March  the  same.* 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Passy,  February  27,  ]  779. 
Str:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  on  the  21st  of  this  month.  This  testimony  from  your 
excellency  of  those  iudulgent  sentiments  with  which  his  majesty  is 
pleased  to  honor  my  sincere  iutentious  can  not  fail  to  be  preserved  by 
me  and  my  posterity  as  a  most  precious  monument ;  and  what  is  of  iu- 
linitely  more  importance,  it  can  not  fail  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  my 
country  to  liud  that  a  servant  of  theirs,  who  has  been  honored  with  no 
small  share  of  their  confidence  in  the  most  dangerous  of  times  and 
most  critical  circumstances,  has  been  so  happy  as  not  to  forfeit  the  con- 
fidence of  their  illustrious  ally. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay,  President  of  Congress.! 

Passy,  February  27,  1779. 

Sir  :  By  the  new  arrangement  which  was  brought  by  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette  [  find  myself  restored  to  the  character  of  a  private  citizen. 

The  appointment  of  a  single  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles  was 
not  unexpected  to  me,  because  I  had  not  been  two  months  in  Europe 
before  I  was  convinced  of  the  policy,  and  indeed  of  the  necessity,  of 
such  a  measure.  But  I  ever  entertained  hopes  that  when  the  news  of 
such  an  alteration  should  arrive  the  path  of  my  own  duty  woukl  have 
been  made  plain  to  me  by  the  directions  of  Congress,  either  to  return 
home  or  go  elsewhere.  But  as  no  information  we  have  received  from 
Congress  has  expressed  their  intentions  concerning  me,  I  am  obliged 
to  collect  them  by  implication,  according  to  the  best  of  my  understand- 
ing; and  as  the  election  of  the  new  minister  plenipotentiary  was  on  the 
14th  of  September,  and  i\\Q  Alliance  sailed  from  Boston  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, and  in  this  space  of  four  months  no  notice  appears  to  have  been 
taken  of  me,  I  think  the  only  inference  that  can  be  made  is,  that  Con- 
gress have  no  further  service  for  me  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  that 

*  For  further  proceedings  see  infra,  Marcli  17,  1779, 

t2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  579  ;  7  John  Adams'  Work.s,  8G. 

X'i  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  bfiO,  with  verbal  chauges;   7  John  Adams'  Works,  86. 
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all  my  duties  are  on  the  other.  I  have  accordingly  given  notice  to  his 
excellency  M.  de  Sartine,  and  to  lii>s  excellency  tlie  minister  i)lenij)o- 
tentiary  here  of  my  intentions  to  return,  which  I  shall  do  by  the  first 
frigate  that  sails  for  any  part  of  the  United  States,  unless  I  should  re- 
ceive counter  orders  in  the  mean  time.  In  a  matter  of  so  much  uncer- 
tainty I  hope  I  shall  not  incur  the  disapprobation  of  Congress  even  it 
I  should  not  judge  aright  of  their  intentions,  which  it  is  my  desire  as 
well  as  my  duty  to  observe  as  far  as  I  can  know  them. 

By  the  papers  enclosed  with  this  Congress  will  perceive  the  discon- 
tented and  tumultuous  state  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  England,  Scot- 
land, and  Ireland,  which  is  so  great  and  so  rapidly  increasing,  that  tlie 
United  States  will  have  little  to  fear  from  re-enforcements  of  their  ene- 
mies the  ensuing  campaign.  All  their  forces  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
in  order  their  own  riotous  populace  and  to  replace  those  which  are 
daily  consuming  in  the  West  Indies.  There  is,  however,  no  prospect 
of  their  evacuating  eitlier  Il^ew  York  or  Khode  Island.  The  possession 
of  those  places  is  so  indesj)ensable  for  the  i^reservation  of  their  West 
India  and  other  trade,  as  well  as  of  their  other  dominions  in  America, 
that  nothing  but  the  last  necessity  will  induce  them  to  give  them  up. 

The  greatest  source  of  danger  and  unhappiness  to  the  States,  then, 
probably  will  be  a  depreciating  currency.  The  jirospect  of  a  loan  in 
Europe,  after  every  measure  that  has  been  or  could  be  taken,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  say  frankly  to  Congress,  is  very  unpromising.  The  causes 
of  this  are  very  obvious,  and  can  not  be  removed;  the  state  of  our 
country  itself  and  the  course  of  exchange  would  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
courage such  a  loan  if  there  were  no  other  obstruction,  but  there  are 
many  others.  There  are  more  borrowers  in  Europe  than  lenders;  and 
the  British  loan  itself  will  not  be  made  this  year  at  a  less  interest  than 
seven  and  a-half  per  cent. 

I  see  no  hope  of  relief  but  from  taxation  and  economj^;  and  these,  I 
flatter  myself,  will  be  found  sutficieut,  if  the  people  are  at  once  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  them.  When  a  people  are  contending  not 
only  for  the  greatest  object  that  any  i^eople  ever  had  in  view,  but  for 
security  from  tlie  greatest  evil  that  any  nation  «ver  had  to  dread  (for 
there  is  at  this  hour  no  medium  between  unlimited  submission  to  Par- 
liament and  entire  sovereignty),  they  must  be  destitute  of  sense,  as  well 
as  of  virtue,  if  they  are  not  willing  to  pay  sutficient  sums  annually  to 
defray  the  necessary  expense  of  their  defense  in  future,  supi)orte(l  as 
they  are  by  so  powerful  an  ally,  and  by  the  prospect  of  others,  against 
a  kingdom  already  exhausted,  without  any  ally  at  all  or  a  possibility 
of  obtaining  one.  As  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  the  honor  to  ad- 
dress myself  to  Congress  since  we  received  the  news  of  your  excellency's 
appointment  to  the  chair,  you  will  please  to  accept  of  my  congratula- 
tions on  that  event. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


March  i,   iTT'J.  71 

Sartine  to  John  Adams." 

Versailles,  le  28,  Ferricr  1779. 
J'ai  re9u,  Monsieur,  la  lettre  que  vous  m'avez  fait  I'iiouueur  de 
m'ecrire,  le  16  de  ce  mois,  pour  me  prevenir  que  vous  etes  dans  I'inten- 
tion  de  retouriier  a  I'Amerique,  et  que  vous  desirez  y  passer  sur  un 
batimeut  du  roi.  J'ai  lieu  de  croire  que  lorsque  vous  avez  forme  cette 
demande,  vous  n'aviez  pas  connoissance  des  ordres  qui  out  ete  donnes 
au  capitaiue  de  la  fregate  V Alliance  apparteuaut  aux  l^^tats  Uuis,  de 
faire  ses  dispositions  pour  mettre  a  la  voile  iucessameut.  Comme  ce 
batimeut  a  uue  marche  superieure,  j'ai  d'autant  plus  lieu  de  croire,  que 
vous  vous  determiuerez  a  propter  de  cette  occasion,  qu'ilu'est  pas  pos- 
sible de  vous  iudiquer  I'epoque  oil  le  roi  pourra  eu  faire  expedier  uu 
pour  quelque  des  Iiltats-Unis. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  etc., 

De  Sartine. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay,  President  of  Congress,  t 

Passy,  March  1,  1779. 

Sir  :  My  last  letter  to  Congress  was  on  the  27tli  of  last  montb,  since 
which  an  account  of  the  new  loan  is  leceived  from  London  ;  and  as  this 
may  perhaps  attord  to  Congress  the  clearest  proof  of  the  weakness  of 
tlieir  enemies,  it  is  of  importance  that  it  should  be  transmitted  to  them. 
Some  accounts  say  that  the  loan  is  to  be  seven  millions,  others  eight. 
The  conditions  of  the  loan  are,  in  general,  the  established  interest  of 
three  per  cent.,  an  annuity  for  three  and  three  quarters  per  cent,  for 
twenty-nine yeais,  and  seven  lottery  tickets  for  every  thousand  pounds. 

In  one  account  the  advantages  are  thus  stated  : 

100  3  per  cent £61  00  00 

£3  15s.  auuuity  for  tweuty-nine  years,  at  twelve  years'  purchase 45  00  00 

Two-fifths  of  a  year's  interest  aud  auuuity  gained  by  both  hegiuning  from 
the  5th  of  January,  although  the  uiouey  is  paid  monthly  aud  not  ended 

Tuitil  December 2  14  00 

£3  premium  of  seven  lottery  tickets  for  each  £1,000  gives  for  each  hun- 
dred        2    2  00 

For  each  £100  paid,  there  is  received 110  16  00 

This  statement  for  the  first  year  is  pretty  accurate.  Another  account 
makes  it  ten  and  one-quarter  per  cent,  for  the  first  year.  The  subse- 
quent years  however,  it  will  not  be  so  much.  Yet  for  all  the  subsequent 
years,  during  the  term  of  the  annuity,  it  will  be  six  and  three-quarters 
l^er  cent.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  generally  looked  upon  as  good  as  seven 
and  one  half  per  cent.  In  a  country  where  the  highest  interest  that  is 
tolerated  by  the  standing  laws  is  five  per  cent,  this  is  a  terrible  symi)tom. 


■?f  r- 


7  John  Adams'  Works,  8H. 
t2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  5-:2,  with  omissions. 


72  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

While,  this  system  has  any  credit  among  the  inouey  lenders  in  Hol- 
laud,  Switzerland,  Geneva,  etc.,  Congress  will  perceive  that  there  is 
little  hope  of  procuring  a  private  loan  for  the  United  States  from  any 
of  those  ])laces.  Whether  any  may  be  procured  from  any  state  or 
prince  time  must  discover.  ]  confess  I  have  no  very  sanguine  hopes. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

The  Hague,  March  1, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  extracts  here  annexed, 
except  to  press  anew  the  necessity  there  is  that  the  most  honorable  Con- 
gress send  me  a  commission  in  all  its  forms  of  charge  d'affaires  and 
agent  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Low  Countries,  with  power  to  manage  and  watch  over  their  i)olitical 
interests  and  those  of  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the  American 
Union,  as  well  near  their  high  mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  now  and  at  all  times  when 
opportunity  shall  be  presented,  as  near  each  province,  city,  and  indi- 
vidual of  this  republic. 

The  opposition  formed,  sustained,  and  consolidated  against  the  enor- 
mous intluence  which  your  enemies  had  over  this  republic;  is  the  work 
of  three  persons,  of  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  my  sphere  to  be  one. 

With  orders  and  powers  more  precise  on  the  part  of  Congress  I  should 
have  been  able  to  contract  long  since  with  merchants  of  this  country 
for  useful  expeditions,  and  to  defeat  divers  adventurers  and  intriguers 
who,  falsely  boasting  of  full  powers  and  of  credentials  which  they  have 
not,  have  abused  and  much  deceived  the  people  and  compromised  the 
dignity  and  credit  of  the  United  States.  The  little  I  have  been  able  to 
do  in  this  resi)ect  has  been  done  with  a  pure  zeal  and  a  disinterested- 
ness and  discretion  which  I  dare  propose  as  an  example  to  others  who 
may  be  called  to  a  similar  service.  I  can  boldly  defy  all  the  world  to 
accuse  me  of  having  in  any  case  preferred  my  own  interest  to  that  of 
the  American  peopte. 

My  request,  at  the  commencement  of  this  letter,  has  for  its  object  the 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America,  as  much  at  least  as  the  proper 
care  of  my  fortune,  of  my  family,  my  honor  and  credit,  my  character 
and  safety.  The  earliestof  your  agents  and  correspondents,  gentlemen, 
in  Europe,  out  of  Great  Britain,  has  risked  all  these  things  from  the 
time  he  received  and  accepted  this  honor  with  a  confidence  equ.'il  to 
that  with  which  it  was  ottered. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  elc, 

Dumas. 


5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  2G0. 
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Franklin  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  March  2.  1771). 

Sir:  The  orders  which  your excelleacy  did  me  the  houor  to  inform 
me  (iu  your  letter  of  the  13th  of  January  last)  were  sent  to  all  the  ports 
for  receiving  into  his  majesty's  prisons  the  English  prisoners  brought 
in  by  our  cruisers  have  not,  it  seems,  arrived  at  Brest.  For  I  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  j\I.  Schweighauser,  of  Xantes,  who  has  the 
care  of  the  ])ris()ners  taken  in  the  Drake  by  Captain  Jones,  and  which 
were  put  into  the  brigantine  ratience,  lyingin  Brest  road,  thatthe  said 
prisoners  are  still  in  the  same  sufteriug  situation  of  which  he  had  the 
honor  of  informing  your  excellency  by  his  letter  of  the  lOtli  of  October 
last.  I  therefore  beg  your  excellency  would  favor  me  with  a  renewal 
of  your  orders  to  the  proper  officers  at  Brest  to  receive  those  prisoners 
and  keep  them  on  shore  till  the}'  shall  be  exchanged,  allowing  them  the 
same  i)rovisions  as  are  allowed  to  other  English  prisoners,  the  expense 
of  which  will  be  paid  by  the  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  etc., 

B.   Franklin. 


Izaid  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. t 

Paris,  March  4,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  1  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  28th  of 
January,  and  have  since  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  October, 
informing  me  of  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Franklin  to  be  minister  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  France,  and  enclosing  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress of  the  22d  of  the  same  month.  The  respect  which  I  owe  to  the 
representatives  of  my  country  iu  Congress  would  make  me  follow  any 
advice  which  I  might  receive  from  them.  I  am  most  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and  good  understanding  between  the 
ministers,  commissioners,  and  representatives  of  Congress  is  necessary 
for  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States,  and  I  have  acted  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power  in  conformity  to  that  opinion. 

Congress  will  be  enabled  to  judge  how  far  their  other  servants  have 
done  so  from  the  papers  which  have  already  been  and  will  be  laid 
before  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  repeat  again  the  high  sense  I  have  of  the  honor  that 
Congress  did  me  in  appointing  me  one  of  their  representatives  iu  Europe, 
and  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  obtain  their  leave  for  me 
to  return  to  America,  as  I  see  no  j^rospect  of  my  having  it  in  my  power 
to  render  them  any  service  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State,  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  TOi. 
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1  Hliould  embrace  tlie  opportunity  of  going-  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Alliance  frigate,  but  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  leave  Europe 
without  the  permission  of  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

!Ralph  Izard. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Nantes,  March  7,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  had  not  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  29th  of 
October  uutil  the  13th  of  February.  The  two  pieces  it  enclosed  from 
Mr.  Deane  I  suppose  it  is  expected  I  should  answer ;  and  I  shall  do 
it  probably  by  the  next  opportunity.  [In  th.;  mean  time  I  can  assure 
you  that  I  have  sufticient  evidence  to  show  the  evasion  and  uutruth  of 
everything  they  contaiu.]  t 

I  hope  it  will  not  be  expected  of  me  to  continue  answering  the  asser- 
tions of  Mr.  Deane.  If  he  produces  any  evidence  to  support  his  asser- 
tions they  may  be  worth  attention,  but  it  is  an  endless  as  well  as  fruit- 
less and  unbecoming  business  to  be  refuting  all  that  such  a  man  is 
capable  of  inventing. 

On  the  18th  of  February  I  received  from  Dr.  Franklin  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  Congress  appointing  him  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  accompanied  with  an  assurance  that  the  resolution 
of  Congress  recommending  harmony  and  contidenco  among  the  com- 
missioners was  agreeable  to  him.|  I  returned  an  assurance  of  my  sen- 
timents being  the  same.  The  next  day  I  received  a  letter  from  him 
dated  also  the  ISth,  and  demanding  of  me  the  immediate  delivery  of 
all  the  public  papers  in  my  possession.  I  replied  that,  as  the  papers 
belonging  to  the  late  commissioners  were  or  ought  to  be  vouchers  of 
their  joint  transactions,  they  should  be  equally  accessible  to  them  all ; 
but  that  Mr.  Deane,  by  his  own  confession,  had  taken  and  secured  to 
himself  all  that  he  chose,  that  most  of  what  remained  were  in  his  (Dr. 
Franklin's)  possession,  and  of  the  very  few  tha^.  were  in  mine  most  of 
them  were  duplicates,  and  the  remainder  necessary  for  my  defense 
against  Mr.  Deane's  accusation.  But,  however,  I  was  in  the  judgment 
of  Congress  whether  I  ought  to  give  them  up,  and  should  obey  their 
orders. 

I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  Dr.  Franklin,  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  appointing  him  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, took  into  his  sole  management  what  was  before  under  the 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  549,  with  omissions. 

t  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed.  In  a  letter  from  A.  Leo  to  Samnel 
Adams,  of  Mar.  0,  1779  (S.  Adams'  papers,  Bancroft  Collection  of  MSS.),  Franklin  is 
charij;ed  not  only  with  arbitrary  action,  but  with  pecnlations.  See  Introduction, 
§  149, 

t  See  infra,  for  letter  of  Franklin  to  Lovell,  of  June  2,  1779. 


MARCH    10,    1779.  i  i) 

corutnissioiiers,  without  sbowiug  us  any  authority  for  so  doing  or  any 
revocation  of  our  joint  commission.  To  this  we  submitted  without  the 
least  question,  supposing  it  probable  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
Congress,  aiid  believing  that  any  dispute  about  it  would  destroy  all 
possibility  of  harmony,  and  do  more  injury  to  the  public  than  any 
I)ossible  good  that  could  be  derived  from  the  contest. 

It  is  supjiosed  that  i)eace  is  certain  in  Germany,  and  it  has  been  pro- 
cured chiefly  by  the  mediation  of  this  court. 

Our  enemies  have  derived  considerable  credit  from  their  late  success 
in  the  West  Indies  and  their  superiority  there,  which  give  expectation 
of  much  greater.  This  has  happened  in  a  favorable  moment  for  effect- 
ing their  loan  with  great  facility  and  success.  The  consequence  will  be 
their  carrying  on  the  war  with  new  vigor;  and  you  must  therefore  pre- 
pare for  another,  and  perhaps  another,  campaign.  With  regard  to  the 
rest  of  Europe,  it  remains  as  wheu  I  wrote  you  last. 

It  is  probable  that  the  establishment  of  peace  in  Germany  will  pro- 
duce some  movements  among  them.     But  at  present  it  is  not  possible 
to  say  with  precision  what  they  will  be. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  March  9,  1779. 
Sir  :  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  give  your  excellency  any  further 
troubles  on  the  subject  of  a  loan  of  money  ;  but  the  bearer,  Mr.  Grand, 
who  is  much  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  manner  of  such 
operations  than  I  am,  being  of  opinion  that  the  sum  we  want  might, 
with  your  permission  and  countenance,  be  procured  in  France,  I  beg 
3'ou  would  be  so  good  as  to  hear  him  upon  the  subject  both  of  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  such  a  loan  and  of  the  means  of  accomplish- 
ing it. 

I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin's  Circular  respecting  Captain  Cook.t 

Passy,  .1/an/tl  0,1 779. 
To  all  captains  and  commanders  of  armed  ships  acting  by  commission  from 

the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  now  at  tear  ivith  Great 

Britain: 

Gentlemen:  A  ship  having  been  fitted  out  from  England  before  tlie 
commencement  of  this  war  to  make  discoveries  of  new  countries  in 
unknown  seas,  under  the  conduct  of  that  most  celebrated  navigator 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  319. 
t  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  50. 
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Captain  Cook — an  uiuleitaklug  truly  laudable  iu  itself,  as  the  increase 
of  geographical  knowledge  facilitates  the  comuumication  between  dis- 
tant nations  in  tUe  exchange  of  useful  products  and  manufactures  and 
the  extension  of  arts,  whereby  the  common  enjoyments  of  human  life 
are  multiplied  and  augmented  and  science  of  other  kiuds  increased,  to 
the  benefit  of  mankind  in  general ; 

This  is  therefore  most  earnestly  to  recommend  to  every  one  of  you 
that,  in  case  the  said  ship,  which  is  now  expected  to  be  soon  in  the 
European  seas  on  her  return,  should  happen  to  fall  into  your  hands 
you  would  not  consider  her  as  an  enemy,  nor  suffer  any  plunder  to  be 
made  of  the  effects  contained  in  her,  nor  obstruct  her  immediate  return 
to  England,  by  detaining  her  or  sending  her  into  any  other  part  of 
Europe  or  America,  but  that  you  would  treat  the  fiaid  Captain  Cook  and 
his  people  with  all  civility  and  kindness,  affording  them,  as  common 
friends  to  mankind,  all  the  assistance  iu  your  power  which  they  may 
happen  to  stand  in  need  of.  In  so  doing  you  will  not  only  gratify  the 
generosity  of  your  own  dispositions,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  your 
obtaining  the  approbation  of  Congress  and  of  your  own  American 
owners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  France. 


Franklin  to  Arthur  Lee.* 

Passt,  March  13,  1779. 

Sir  :  A  severe  fit  of  the  gout,  with  too  much  business  at  the  same 
time  necessary  to  be  done,  has  prevented  till  now  my  answering  yours 
of  the  21st  past. 

I  did  not  imagine  there  would  be  any  difference  of  sentiment  between 
us  concerning  the  propriety  of  returniug  to  me  the  papers  which  you 
have  at  various  times  taken  from  this  house.  Where  several  persons 
joined  in  the  same  commission  are  to  act  upon  papers  it  seems  neces- 
sary that  they  should  be  lodged  in  one  place,  where  all  the  parties  maj' 
be  sure  of  finding  them,  and  uuder  the  care  of  one  person,  who  should 
be  accountable  for  them  ;  and  if  there  were  not  some  jiarticular  reasons 
to  influence  another  choice,  I  should  suppose  the  person  first  named  iu 
the  commission  might,  with  great  propriety,  take  charge  of  them.  I  am 
sure  that  if  you  had  been  that  person  I  should  have  made  no  objection 
to  it.  Mr.  Adams  having  a  room  more  convenient  and  more  private 
than  mine,  and  in  which  he  lodged,  I  approved  of  his  keeping  the 
papers.     He  has  voluntarily  returned  me  all  that  he  had  without  ask- 
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ing,  and  I  thoii^lit  asking;  was  only  necessary  to  obtain  the  rest  from 
yon;  for  the  whole  business,  which  before  was  transacted  by  us  jointly 
beint^  now  devolved  on  rae,  and  as  there  must  be  frequent  occasion  to 
look  back  on  letters  received,  memorials  delivered,  and  accounts  given 
in,  contracts  made,  etc.,  which,  if  I  can  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
doing,  I  must  be  frequently  at  a  loss  in  future  transactions,  I  did  not 
imagine  I  should  liave  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  them,  nor  had  I  the 
least  idea  that  my  asking  for  them  would  occasion  any  dispute. 

I  suppose  that  the  papers  Mr.  Deane  mentions  to  have  taken  and 
secured  were  those  only  that  related  to  his  separate  commercial  trans- 
actions for  the  public  before  his  appointment  with  us  in  the  political 
commission.  If  he  took  away  any  of  the  ])apers  we  were  jointly  con- 
cerned in  I  conceive  he  was  wrong  in  doing  so,  and  that  his  doing 
wrong  would  not  justify  the  rest  of  us  in  following  his  example.  I 
can  have  no  desire  to  deprive  you  of  any  paper  that  may  be  of  use 
to  you  in  answering  Mr.  Deane's  accusations,  having  no  concern  in 
them,  nor  interest  in  supporting  them.  On  the  contrary,  if  any  papers 
remaining  in  my  hands  can  be  of  such  u.se  to  you,  you  are  welcome  to 
have  authenticated  copies  of  tiiem  (which  shall,  on  request,  be  made 
out  for  you),  as  well  as  of  any  others  "evidencing  our  joint  transac- 
tions" which  you  may  desire.  On  the  whole,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
matter  may  be  reasonably  settled  by  your  keeping,  if  you  please,  all 
those  originals  of  which  there  are  duplicates  at  Passy,  retaining  for  a 
time  such  of  the  rest  as  you  desire  to  copy,  whicli  copies,  being  com- 
pared by  us  with  the  originals,  may  be  authenticated  by  our  joint  sig- 
natures, and  returning  immediately  all  the  others  docketed  and  cata- 
logued as  you  plea.se,  so  as  that  you  mrvy  know  what  and  where  they 
are,  and  call  for  a  copy  of  any  of  them  you  may  hereafter  have  occasion 
for,  which  shall  always  bo  given  you.  If  these  propositions  are  agreed 
to  the  affair  may  soon  be  settled  ;  if  not,  I  must  wait  the  orders  of  Con- 
gress, and  in  the  mean  time  do  as  well  as  I  can  with  their  business, 
which  I  think  must  often  suffer  by  my  want  of  the  knowledge  these 
papers  might  occasionally  furnish  me  with.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Passy,  March  ];;,  1779. 
Sir  :  Finding  by  a  note  of  yours  on  the  back  of  Mr.  Williams'  accounts 
dated  October  G,  but  which  I  never  saw  till  lately  by  accident,  express- 
ing that  you  are  "  perfectly  satisfied,  from  his  own  accounts,  that  Mr. 
Williams  has  now,  and  has  long  had,  in  his  hands  upwards  of  100,000 


*  See  Franklin  to  A.  Lee,   Mar.  27,  1779. 
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livres  belonging  to  the  public  which  have  not  been  employed  in  the 
public  use,"  etc.,  I  have  resolved  to  have  those  accounts  carefully  ex- 
amined by  impartial  persons  skilled  in  such  business  ;  and  if  you  have 
any  other  objection  to  them  than  what  appears  in  your  note,  or  any 
other  reasons  than  what  appears  upon  the  face  of  his  accounts,  for  be- 
lieving such  a  sum  in  Mr.  Williams's  hands,  I  beg  you  will  furnish  me 
with  them,  that  I  may  communicate  them  to  the  examiners.  I  wish 
justice  to  be  done,  and  that  you  had  shown  your  note  either  to  Mr. 
Adams  or  me  when  you  made  it ;  the  matter  would  not  have  been  so 
long  neglected.  The  money,  if  due,  ought  to  be  recovered  immediately. 
I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

p.  s. — The  persons  I  have  requested  to  examine  the  accounts  are  the 
American  merchants  now  at  Nantes  with  our  deputed  commercial  ageut, 
Mr.  Schweighauser.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  March  14,  1770. 
Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  undersigned,  does  not 
doubt  that  the  committee  charged  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  persuade 
the  undersigned  to  keep  the  rate  of  exchange  at  900  per  cent.,  in  order 
to  stop  the  further  depreciation  which  circumstances  threatened,  has  re- 
])oited  the  answer  which  the  said  miuister  gave  on  this  subject;  but  as 
the  undersigned  is  still  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  Congress  has 
received  this  answer,  he  is  the  more  desirous  of  being  informed  of  it, 
as  he  must  give  au  account  to  his  court  of  the  success  of  the  course 
which  he  has  adopted,  and  as  the  agent  of  the  royal  navy  has  till  this 
time  confined  himself  to  the  rule  proposed  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
without  any  return  to  the  interests  of  his  majesty. 

Gerard. 

*  In  GBigolow's  Fraukliu,  325,  is  given  the  letter  to  tlie  referees  above  noticed. 
It  is  given  hereafter  under  date  of  April  8,  1779,  as  taken  from  Franklin's  letter-book. 
There  is  a  discrepancy  in  the  date  and  iu  the  names  of  the  parties  addressed,  the  later 
list  including  additional  names,  and  omitting  two  on  the  first  list,  wlio  probably  were 
reported  not  to  be  at  Nantes  at  the  time.  This  may  be  explained  by  supposing  that 
Franklin,  finding  that  the  persons  named  iu  this  first  draft  were  not  all  of  them  at 
Nantes,  an  amended  and  relial>le  list  was  made  up. 
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Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.  * 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  did  myself  the  bouor  of  writing  to  you  oii  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary past,  to  which  letter  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  excellency.  Having 
received  no  answer  to  the  requests  I  then  made,  I  have  now  only  to 
add,  that  my  situation,  which  for  eight  months  past  has  been  peculiarly 
distressing,  is  now  become  such  as  to  oblige  me  to  leave  this  city 
without  further  delay,  and  therefore  I  again  most  r<  spectfully  entreat 
of  Congress  to  inform  me,  if  they  expect  further  information  from  me 
respecting  their  foreign  or  other  affairs,  and,  as  I  shall  without  loss  of 
time  return  to  Europe,  that  1  may  be  informed  if  they  have  any  further 
commands  for  my  service,  and  in  what  manner  my  past  transactions, 
as  their  agent  and  commissioner,  are  to  be  adjusted  and  closed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc. 

Silas  Deane. 


W.  Lee  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  Alarch  16,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  just  had  communicated  to  me  the  copies  of  two  letters 
from  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  addressed  to  Mr.  President  Laurens,  dated  Phil- 
adelphia, October  the  12th,  1778,  and  a  separate  paper  relative  to  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  between  his  most 
Christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America;  in  which  letters, 
so  far  as  respects  me  personall3^  he  has  asserted  nearly  the  same  ground- 
less charges  as  in  his  letter  to  the  public,  which  has  been  already  so 
fully  rei)lied  to  and  proved  to  be  utterly  repugnant  to  truth.  Had  Mr. 
Deane  made  these  very  extraoniinary  assertions  only  once  he  might 
have  had  some  shadow  of  excuse,  though  it  is  a  very  bad  one,  by  plead- 
ing a  weak  memory;  but  a  deliberate  rei)etition  of  them,  after  an  in- 
terval of  time  amply  sufticient  for  recollection,  shows  a  heart  ami  de- 
signs of  such  a  comi)lexion  as  all  good  men  should  avoid  and  guard 
against.  Mr.  Deane  concludes  with  the  following  assertions,  by  way  of 
summary  of  all  that  he  had  before  advanced: 

First.  "That  Mr.  William  Lee  never  had  a  commission  for  the  com- 
mercial agency."  What  Mr.  Deane  may  style  a  commission  I  do  not 
know,  but  he  knew  by  a  letter  from  himself  to  Mr.  John  Ross,  in  July, 
1777,  of  which  he  knows  I  have  a  copy,  that  I  had  as  sufficient  author- 
ity to  act  in  the  commercial  agency  as  Mr.  Thomas  Morris,  and  that  I 
did  act  in  that  department  accordingly.  But  if  Mr.  Deane  knew  I  was 
not  a  commercial  agent,  how  can  he  i)alliate  so  bold  and  daring  an  im- 
position of  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  his  ministers  as  to  represent 
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me  ill  tliat  character  to  them,  which  he  did  do  in  the  letter  signed  by 
him  to  his  excellency  Count  de  Vergennes,  in  February,  177S,  request- 
ing that  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Morris'  pa})ers  might  be  put  into  my 
l)OSsession,  as  then  being  the  sole  c</mmerc;al  agent  of  Congress.  But, 
indeed,  we  ought  not  to  be  surprised  at  any  imposition  whatever  on  the 
pnrt  of  Mr.  Deane,  since  he  imposed  himself  on  the  King  of  France, 
his  ministers,  and  the  whole  world  as  a  commissioner  of  Congress  on 
the  20th  of  March,  1778,  when  he  confesses  that  on  the  4th  of  that  month 
he  received  a  resolution  of  Congress  recalling  him  to  America.  I  also 
refer  for  his  conviction  to  the  letters  and  proceedings  of  the  secret 
committee. 

Second.  Mr.  Deane  says:  "Mr.  Lee's  caution  was  such,  that  he  never 
even  answered  my  letters  to  him  in  February  or  March,  informing  him 
that  Mr.  Robert  Morris  had  written  to  me  that  he  w'as  appointed ;  nor 
did  I  hear  anything  from  him  of  his  intentions  until  he  arrived  at  Paris 
the  summer  following,  where  also  he  acted  with  the  greatest  caution 
while  he  waited  the  return  of  his  brother  from  Berlin," 

One  can  not  here  omit  observing  the  studie«l  latitude  of  his  expres- 
sions. Mr.  Deane  talks  of  his  letter  in  February  or  March,  and  that  I 
came  to  Paris  in  the  summer  following.  Will  Mr.  Deane  say  how  many 
letters  he  wrote!  I  never  saw  or  heard  of  but  one.  Will  he  please  to 
say  whether  that  one  letter  was  dated  the  1st  of  February  or  the  31st 
of  March"?  For  the  ditterence  of  two  whole  months  makes  a  very  mate, 
rial  alteration  in  the  consequence  he  means  to  draw  irom  the  assertion. 

I  will  answer,  that  his  only  letter  is  dated  the  30th  of  March,  though 
he  acknowledges  his  having  received  a  noHficatkm  from  Mr.  Robert 
Morris  in  February  of  my  appointment,  and  at  the  same  time  was  de- 
sired to  give  me  information  of  it  immediately.  It  has  been  also  proved 
by  Mr.  Deane's  letter  to  Mr.  Williams,  on  the  same  day,  viz.,  March  30th, 
that  he  was  plotting  a  contention  and  rivalship  in  this  department 
before  it  was  i)ossible  for  him  to  know  my  determination  on  the  subject. 

Again,  will  Mr.  Deane  specify  what  time  in  the  summer  I  arrived  in 
Paris'?  Because  here  it  is  left  to  be  understood  either  the  first  day  of 
June  or  the  last  day  of  August,  which  is  a  still  greater  difference  than 
the  former  expression.  I  will  assert  what  I  can  prove,  that  I  arrived 
in  Paris  the  11th  of  June,  and  that  besides  receiving  a  letter  from  me 
himself  in  the  month  of  May,  he  was  personally  told  by  my  brother, 
Arthur  Lee,  by  my  desire,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  that  I  would  come 
over  as  soon  as  possible  to  execute  my  appointment;  and  so  far  from 
waiting  in  Paris  for  my  brother's  return  from  Berlin,  I  waited,  by  the 
express  advice  of  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane,  until  the  31st  of  July, 
1777,  as  their  letter  to  me  of  that  date  will  show,  which  was  nine  days 
after  my  brother's  return  from  Berlin  to  Paris. 

The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Deane  sent  me  the  letter  informing  me  of 
my  appointment,  joined  with  what  is  now  manifest,  a  formed  design 
in  him  and  Dr.  Franklin  to  make  Mr.  Williams  (nephew  Q(%he  latter, 
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and  who  now  appears  connected  with  the  former  in  private  mercantile 
business)  commercial  a^ent,*  in  opposition  to  the  secret  committee's 
appointment,  renders  it  evident  that  he  expected  either  the  intercep- 
tion of  that  letter  or  my  answer  would  have  subjected  me  to  imprison- 
ment and  secured  their  plan.  It  is  this  disappointment  that  makes 
IMr.  Deane  so  outrageous  against  me  lor  not  liaving  committed  so  great 
an  act  of  imprudence,  situated  as  I  was,  as  to  be  writing  to  him  by  the 
post  upon  such  a  subject.  That  this  scheme  of  Mr.  Deane  might  be 
more  effectual,  notice  of  my  appointment  wascirculated  upou  the  royal 
exchange  of  London  before  I  received  Mr.  Deane's  letter,  and  not 
long  after  it  was  published  in  the  newspapers  in  authentic  letters 
written  from  Paris.  Now,  as  Mr.  Deane  acknowledges  that  he  received 
a  letter  announcing  my  appointment,  it  must  have  been  by  him  that 
others  were  enabled  to  write  and  publish  it  to  all  the  world,  while  my 
life,  liberty,  and  property  were  at  stake.  It  is  hardly  in  charity  to 
l)clieve  that  these  were  not  the  intended  victims  of  Mr.  Deane's  con- 
duct. 

Third.  Mr.  Deane  says:  "So  far  was  he  (meaning  me)  from  ever 
executing,  or  publicly  attempting  to  execute,  that  agency  until  after 
the  news  of  General  Burgoyne's  defeat  had  arrived  in  France,  that  he 
did  nothing  that  ever  I  heard  of  which  could  have  ])revented  his  re- 
turning to  the  exercise  of  his  aldermanship  in  London." 

If  anything  could  astonish  me  that  comes  from  Mr.  Deane,  surely 
here  is  abundant  matter  for  astonishment.  He  had  just  before,  from 
under  his  own  hand,  on  the  very  same  paper,  acknowledged  my  having 
attempted  to  exercise  that  appointment  in  the  joint  letter  from  Mr. 
Thomas  Morris  and  myself  as  commercial  agents  to  himself  and  Dr. 
Franklin  in  August,  1777,  which  he  calls  severe,  but  which  I  aver  is  a 
very  civil  one,  and  that  it  does  not  contain  a  single  harsh  or  offensive 
expression.  He  acknowledges,  also,  the  conference  I  had  with  all  the 
commissioners  in  France  in  October  on  the  subject  of  the  commercial 
business,  when  Mr.  Izard  was  present.  He  knew,  also,  that  I  had  le- 
coived  a  cargo  publicly  at  Nantes,  belonging  to  Congress,  by  the  Ahi 
f/ail,  Captain  Jenne,  which  vessel  was  loaded  again  by  me  and  dis- 
patched back  for  America  in  three  weeks,  while  other  American  vess,  Is, 
of  no  greater  size  or  importance,  were  detained  at  Nantes  from  two  to 
three  months.  He  knew  also,  or  ought  to  have  known,  that  I  had  written 
a  letter  addressed  to  all  the  commissioners — Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Deane, 
and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee — on  the  10th  of  November,  1777,  which  was  deliv- 
ered to  Dr.  Franklin  as  eldest  commissioner  the  same  day,  wherein  I 
requested  a  copy  of  the  treaties  that  had  been  proposed  to  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain,  agreeably  to  my  instructions  from  Congress,  that 
I  might  not,  as  a  commissioner  of  Congress,  propose  anything  repug- 

*Fora  correction  of  an  error  here,  in  regard  to  the  imputed  designs  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
respecting  his  nephew,  see  A.  Lee  to  Committee  of  Foreign  Afi'airs,  June  1,  177f<, 
supra,  note. 
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nant  thereto  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  lierlin.  After  these  things 
and  a  coutinned  series  of  operations  in  the  iiublic  service  (all  of  Avhich 
Mr.  Deaue  was  acquainted  with),  from  the  time  I  was  permitted  to  act 
by  hiniself  and  Dr.  Franklin  until  the  4th  of  December,  when  the  news 
of  General  Burgoyne's  defeat  arrived  at  Paris,  with  what  face  could 
Ui\  Deane  make  such  an  assertion  as  he  has  done?  Most  of  these 
things  also  being  of  public  notoriety  and  capable  of  being  proved  by  a 
multitude  of  witnesses,  can  any  one  suppose  Mr.  Deane  so  totally 
ignorant  of  the  laws  of  England  as  to  imagine  he  could  think  I  might 
return  "  to  the  exercise  of  my  aldermanship  in  London  "  without  being 
a  madman  desirous  of  hanging  myself! 

This  gentleman  attempts  to  excuse  himself  and  Dr.  Franklin  for  not 
answering  the  joint  letter  of  Mr.  Morris  and  myself  to  them  by  laying 
the  blame  on  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  not  a  syllable  of  which  was  mentioned  at 
the  conference  I  had  in  October,  1777,  at  Passy,  with  the  commissioners, 
when  Mr.  Izard  was  present,  and  which  Mr.  Lee  has  answered  himself; 
buthe  omits  to  say  why  my  several  letters  from  Nantes,  as  commercial 
agent  on  public  business  to  the  commissioners,  were  not  answered,  and 
of  which  I  not  only  complained  at  the  conference,  but  since.  In  order 
to  invalidate  what  Mr.  Izard  has  written  he  totally  mistakes  the  purport 
of  the  letter  in  which  Mr.  Izard  comi)lains  of  Dr.  Franklin's  and  Mr. 
Deane's  refusing  to  write.  This  letter,  as  desired  by  me,  was  a  general 
one  to  all  captains  and  others,  informing  them  that  I  was  a  commercial 
agent  of  the  secret  committee  of  Congress,  and  that  in  consequence 
they  ought  to  follow  my  directions  and  orders  in  all  matters  relative  to 
the  commercial  business  of  the  committee. 

So  far  from  my  proposing  the  suspension  of  Mr.  Morris,  I  never 
thought  that  the  commissioners  had  the  least  shadow  of  authority  to  do 
it.  It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Deane  not  only  jiroposed  the  suspension  of 
Mr.  Morris  at  this  conference,  but  at  several  other  times.  As  a  con- 
firmation of  this  assertion,  I  beg  leave  to  give  the  following  extract  of 
Mr.  Deane's  letter  to  me,  dated  ''  Passy,  December  18, 1777.  My  advice, 
before  your  appointment  (as  was  well  known),  was  to  supersede  Mr.  Mor- 
ris and  appoint  another  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  should  be  known. 
I  was  always  of  the  same  opinion  after  yoi^rajipointment  that  you  ought 
to  conduct  the  business  alone.  These  are  well  known  to  have  been  my 
u ni form  sen t im en ts." 

Mr.  Deane  labors  much  to  throw  an  odium  on  me,  as  wishing  to 
monopolize  to  myself  the  places  both  of  honor  and  profit.  Probably 
from  the  weakness  of  his  memory  he  forgot  that  in  the  commencement 
of  his  address  to  the  ])ul)lic  he  states  that  before  September,  1776,  he 
"  had  the  honor  to  be  the  commercial  and  political  agent  of  America  in 
Europe."  He  forgets  that  the  first  cause  of  any  difference  between  us 
was  his  usurping  the  exercise  of  the  commercial  agency,  to  which  Mr. 
Morris  and  myself  were  ap]>ointed  by  the  secret  committee,  while  he 
was  not  only  one  of  the  commissioners  to  the  court  of  Versailles  j)articu- 
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larly,  bat  generally  anthorize<l  to  treat  with  every  power  in  Europe ; 
the  itirtiience  and  patronage  of  wliich  very  expensive  commission  he  was 
perpetually  endeavoring  to  retain  entirely  to  himself,  lie  also  seems 
to  be  ignorant,  of  what  I  suppose  is  known  to  most  people  in  Philadel- 
j)hia,  that  his  "  venerable  friend,"  as  he  calls  him.  Dr.  Franklin,  is  at 
this  moment  not  only  sole  minister  plenii)otentiary  to  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles, but  also  in  fact  sole  superintending  commercial  agent  in  all 
Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lee. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  being  about  to  send 
M.  de  Maulcou  to  New  York  to  effect  the  exchange  of  the  French  pris- 
oners who  are  detained  there,  takes  the  liberty  to  request  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  America  to  have  the  goodness  to  allow  them  the 
same  facilities  as  heretofore,  by  charging  their  commissioners  to  re- 
ceive them  on  their  landing  at  Elizabeth  town  and  New  London,  and 
from  thence  as  far  as  Philadelphia  or  Boston,  and  to  give  them,  at  the 
expense  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  the  same  treatment  which  Amer- 
ican prisoners  receive. 

Gerabd. 


Franklin  to  Jonatlian  "Williams.  + 

Passy,  March  16,  1779. 
Dear  Jonathan:  Agreeable  to  your  desire  I  have  requested  the 
American  gentlemen  residing  at  Nantes  to  examine  your  accounts.|  I 
have  added  Mr.  Schweighauser,  he  having  been  appointed  by  my  former 
colleagues  to  manage  our  affairs  there,  and  may  be  supposed  interested 
particularl}'  to  do  justice  to  the  Congress.  And  the  others,  I  imagine, 
can  have  no  interest  in  favoring  you,  as  perhaps  you  may  stand  in  their 
way  respecting  business.  Enclo.sed  you  have  copies  of  my  letter  to  the 
gentlemen  and  of  another  on  the  same  business  to  Mr.  lice.  If  I  had 
known  of  his  going  to  Nantes  I  should  have  desired  him  to  state  his 
objections  to  the  accounts  there,  but  I  did  not  hear  of  his  being  there 
till  a  day  or  two  before  his  return.     I  have  yet  no  answer  from  him. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev,  Corr.,  582. 
tMSS  Dep.  of  State;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  329. 

t  See  infra,  Franklin  to  Wharton,  Apr.  8,  1779;  siq)ra,  Franklin  to  Arthur  Lee, 
Mar.  13,  1779. 
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I  showed  your  letter  of  February  20,  relating  to  Mr.  Simeon  Deaue's 
goods,  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  thought  the  proposition  reasonable.  I  send 
by  this  opportunity  an  order  to  Mr.  Schweighauser  to  deliver  to  you 
the  case  which  remains  ;  and  if  you  will  send  me  the  original  invoice 
and  the  form  of  the  bills  you  propose  I  shall  sign  and  return  them,  if 
no  objection  arises  on  signing  them  that  does  not  at  present  occur  to  me. 
I  suppose  you  settled  the  aftair  yourself  with  Mercier's  agent,  as  he 
took  the  papers  from  me,  saying  that  he  was  going  to  Nantes.  This 
was  before  I  received  yours  of  February  23  relating  to  that  business. 

I  received  the  bond  for  Collas'  commission.  The  following  bills, 
drawn  before  the  12th  of  December  in  favor  of  William  Denine,  were 
presented  and  accepted  on  the  19th  of  February  last,  viz  :  $600,  $12, 
$600,  $30,  $120,  $12,  $120,  in  all  $1,494.  These  may  possibly  be  a  part 
of  those  you  mention.  T  shall  order  payment  to  be  stopped  till  I  have 
examined  the  indorsements,  though  1  am  not  sure  that  I  can  well  re- 
fuse payment  after  having  accepted  them.  We  shall  strictly  examine 
such  drafts  in  favor  of  Denine  as  may  appear  hereafter  till  you  let  us 
know  further. 

I  return  Dr.  Cooper's  letter,  with  thanks  to  you  for  communicating 
it.  I  am  much  obliged  to  that  good  man  for  his  kind  expressions  of 
regard  to  me. 

The  tobacco  which  came  in  the  Bergere  and  all  the  tobacco  which 
comes  to  us  from  America  is  to  be  delivered  directly  out  of  the  ships 
to  the  agents  of  the  Farmers-General  in  the  ports  where  it  arrives.  I 
had  sent  orders  accordingly  before  the  receipt  of  your  notice  of  her 
arrival. 

I  am  ashamed  of  the  orders  of  my  countrymen  for  so  much  tea,  when 
necessaries  are  wanting  for  clothing  and  defending ! 

I  have  been  long  ill  and  unfit  to  write  or  think  of  writing,  which 
occasioned  my  omitting  to  answer  before  your  several  letters  since  the 
16th  of  February.  I  omitted  also  answering  a  kind  letter  from  Mr. 
llidley,  who  I  sni)po8e  is  now  gone.  If  not,  present  my  respects  to 
him,  aud  best  wishes  of  a  prosperous  voyage  and  happy  sight  of  his 
friends.  I  am  getting  better,  and  hope  our  correspondence  will  now  be 
more  regular. 

I  am,  ever,  your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  March  17,  1779. 

Str  :  I  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing 

to  me  the  13th  instant.     I  imagine  that  M.  de  Chaumont  has  been  dis- 

appoitded  in  the  expectations  he  had  of  finding  bankers  here  who  would 

advance  the  sum  for  which  he  solicited  your  excellency  to  guarantee 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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tbe  interest.  He  at  length  bronglit  to  nie  a  merchant  of  Amsterdam, 
who  lias  luulertaken  to  procure  a  loan  of  l,500,U()f)  Horhis  at  G  per  cent. 
But  by  what  I  can  learu  and  judge  of  that  person  I  think  there  is  little 
dependence  to  be  had  upon  his  success,  especially  as  the  English  borrow 
there  at  a  higher  rate,  and  the  house  of  Horneca,  Fizeaux  &  Co.  have 
been  already  engaged  more  than  six  mouths  in  endeavoring  to  obtain 
such  loan,  and  have  succeeded  only  to  the  amount  of  51,000  florins. 
lu  the  mean  time,  my  apprehensions  of  approaching  distress  grow 
stronger  and  give  me  a  great  deal  of  anxiety,  and  having  more  hopes 
from  Mr.  Grand's  endeavors  to  procure  us  a  supply  than  from  those  of 
M.  de  Chaumont  by  the  Dutch  merchant,  I  wish  his  plan  may  bo  exam- 
ined, and,  if  found  practicable,  encouraged  ;  for  if  both  should  succeed 
they  will  not  be  too  much  for  our  occasions. 

With  sincere  and  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excel- 
lency's, etc. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Trauslation.] 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1779. 
Sip.  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  remind 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  that  in  executing 
for  five  months  the  instructions  with  which  he  has  been  charged  by  the 
king,  his  master,  in  relation  to  the  present  state  of  affairs,  the  under- 
signed has  expressed  his  majesty's  desire  that  the  United  States  should 
quickly  put  themselves  in  a  situation  to  take,  in  the  negotiation  for 
peace  which  seems  on  the  point  of  taking  place,  the  part  which  their 
dignity  and  their  interests  require,  and  that  they  should  lay  firm  foun- 
dations for  obtaining  a  speedy  pacification  conformable  to  the  terms  of 
the  alliance,  by  giving  to  their  plenipotentiary  instructions  the  most 
ample,  and  powers  the  most  extensive.  It  is,  in  fact,  impossible  to  be 
too  economical  of  time,  when  a  correspondence  is  carried  on  at  so  great 
a  distance  upon  a  business  so  important  and  so  liable  to  be  changed  by 
many  incidents  impossible  to  be  foreseen.  These  observations  have 
still  greater  force  when  the  opening  of  the  campaign  is  approaching, 
and  when  the  greatest  celerity  alone  can  anticipate  the  moment  of  it. 
Every  day's  delay  increases  the  obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  advan- 
tageous plans  which  the  king  has  communicated  to  the  United  States. 
To  prolong  the  deliberation  upon  peace  may  be  to  reject  it.  His  maj- 
esty, who  thinks  that  he  has  deserved  the  confidence  of  the  United 
States,  believes,  moreover,  that  he  has  a  right,  after  the  assurances 
which  Congress  have  so  often  repeated  with  regard  to  the  uniformity 
of  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  his  alliance  with  the  United  States,  to 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  582. 
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hope  that  this  subject  will  be  treated  with  the  promptness  which  the 
juncture  requires. 

Tlie  indulgence  with  which  Congress  has  received  the  reflections  of 
the  undersigned  authorizes  him  to  submit  these  to  their  wisdom  and 
prudence.  He  adds  that  there  may  be  reason  to  fear  that  longer  de- 
lays may  give  rise  to  suspicions,  and  authorize  the  assertions  which 
have  been  made  in  Europe  respectiug  a  division  of  opinions  and  senti- 
ments prevailing  in  Congress,  and  strengthen  the  hope  which  the  enemy 
continues  to  entertain  of  fomenting  this  domestic  discord,  and  at  the 
same  time  of  exciting  distrust  betweeu  the  allies  by  pretending  to  treat 
with  each  of  the  States  singly,  iu  order  to  take  them  separately  in  the 
snare  of  their  credulity,  and  to  deprive  them  of  the  mutual  support 
which  tbey  derive  from  their  union.  It  is,  moreover,  well  known  that 
the  preliminary  condition  of  the  court  of  London  to  the  United  States 
would  be  to  renounce  the  alliance  formed  with  France,  to  form  an  ofien- 
sive  coalition,  and  to  restrain  the  commerce  of  America.  The  under- 
signed is  very  far  from  believing  that  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of 
Congress  do  not  i)rotect  them  from  the  effects  of  this  insidious  policy  ; 
but  their  glory  and  interests  seem  to  reijuire  that  they  should  prevent 
the  further  establishment  of  an  opinion  which,  more  than  anything  else, 
will  contribute  to  support  the  false  expectation  and  the  obstinacy  of 
the  comuiou  euemy. 

Gerard. 


Proceedings  of  Congress    as   to  conditions   of  pacification,    and   particularly 
as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

March  17,  1779. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 

time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported  that 

the  committee  have  had  under  their  further  consideration  the  report  of 

the  committee  on  the  communications  from  the  minister  of  France  and 

have  come  to  sundry  resolutions  thereon,  which  he  was  ready  to  report. 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  in  the  committee  of  the  whole  being  read, 

Orderedj  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. t 


Franklin  to  Dumas,  t 


Passy,  March  18,  1770. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  duly  yours  of  the  3d  instant.     My  indisposi- 
tion seems  to  be  wearing  otf,  and  I  hope  will  permit  uie  to  go  abroad  in 
a  few  days. 


*  MSS.  secret  jnuruals  of  Congress;  conipnriii<>-  printed  jourmil. 
t  For  further  proceedings  see  infra,  Mar.  I'J,  1779. 
X  MSS.  Dep,  State;  G  Bigelow's  Franklin,  333. 
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M.  Xenfville's  first  propositious  were  so  mucli  out  of  the  way  tbat  I 
could  uot  accept  them,  lie  required  .1  fifth  part  of  the  loau  to  be  sent 
over  to  him  annually  during-  the  first  five  years  iu  the  produce  of  America 
for  sale,  and  the  money  to  remain  iu  his  hauds  as  a  fund  for  paying  off 
the  debt  in  the  last  five  years.  By  this  means  he  would  have  had  the  use 
of  our  money  while  we  were  paying  interest  for  it.  He  dropped  this 
demand  on  my  objecting  to  it,  anil  undertook  to  procure  a  subscription 
on  reasonable  terms.  I  wish  him  success,  but  as  the  English  give  at 
present  higher  interest  than  I  am  permitted  to  offer,  I  have  little  de- 
{)endence  on  that  subscription.  Let  me  know  what  you  hear  of  it  from 
time  to  time. 

Mr.  Adams  is  gone  to  Nantes  to  take  his  passage  for  America  iu  one 
of  our  frigates.  Mr.  A.  Lee  has  retired  from  Cbaillot  to  Paris,  and  his 
brother  has  come  on  a  visit  from  Frankfort.  He  talks  of  a  congress  to 
be  held  in  Germany,  and  seems  to  want  me  to  advise  his  attendance 
there  incognito.  1  know  nothing  of  it,  and  therefore  can  give  no  ad- 
vice about  it.  He  talks  of  twenty  thousand  men  at  liberty  by  the  German 
peace  to  be  hired  by  the  English  against  us,  and  would  be  employed  iu 
preventing  it.     What  do  you  tliink  or  learn  of  these  circumstances "? 

The  present  situation  of  affairs  iu  your  country  is  interestiug.  Un- 
acquainted as  1  am  with  your  parties  and  interests,  I  find  it  difficult  to 
perceive  how  they  will  terminate.* 


Pranklin  to  Jonathan  Williams.! 

Passy,  March  19,  1779. 

Dear  Nephew  :  In  your  receii)ts  for  M.  Mouthieu's  copper  there  is 
mention  made  of  co^^>er  ore.  Explain  this  to  me  ;  for  as  we  bought  no 
co})per  ore  of  him,  and  as  it  is  not  so  valuable  as  copper,  it  ought  not  to 
be  given  us  instead  of  cop[)er. 

Mr.  Lee  has  yet  sent  me  no  answer  to  mine  relating  to  your  accounts. 
Let  me  know  whether  the  reference  is  accepted  by  the  referees  and 
whether  it  goes  on.  1  send  you  three  original  papers  that  may  be  of 
use  to  you,  as  they  show  Mr.  Lee's  great  skill  in  accounts  and  ability  iu 
objecting  to  them.  The  first  is  a  proposition  M.  Monthieu  made  to  ob- 
tain a  contract.  The  second  i.s  the  contract  actually  *  *  # 
made,  differing  from  the  i)roi)o.sition.  The  third  is  Mr.  Lee's  report, 
wherein  he  took  M.  Monthieu's  proposition  of  a  contract  to  be  an  ac- 
count of  charge  for  the  execution  of  it,  and  comparing  it  with  the  con- 
tract, he  charges  all  the  dilference  he  finds  as  so  many  errors  in  M.  Mon- 
thieu's account.  For  instance,  M.  Monthieu  proposed  to  make  ten 
thousand  suits;  we  agreed  with  him  only  for  six  thousand.  Here  Mr. 
Lee  fin<ls  an  overcharge  of  four  thousand  suits.  M.  Monthieu  proposed 
that  we  should  give  him  thirty-eight  livres  per  suitj  we  agreed  for  thirty- 

*  lucouiplete,  t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  6  Bigelow'a  Frauklin,  335. 
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seven.  Here  Mr.  Lee  fiuds  an  overcbarge  of  10,000  livres,  and  so  on  of 
the  rest;  when  in  fact  M.  Monthieu  in  his  real  accoaut  had  charged  ex- 
actly according  to  the  agreement.  You  must  take  good  care  of  these 
papers,  say  nothing  how  you  came  by  them,  and  return  them  to  me 

safely. 

I  send  you  enclosed  the  proposals  of  a  tin-plate  manufacturer,  which 
may  some  time  or  other  be  of  use  to  you. 

T  shall  dispose  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Lee  as  you  desire.  I  would  advise 
you  avoiding  tbe  publication  you  mention. 

Explain  to  me  what  is  meant  in  your  postscript  by  the  zeal  of  the  hest 

of  them,  etc. 

I  send  an  order  tliis  day  to  suspend  the  action  against  M.  Peltier. 
But  surely  he  acted  very  irregularly  to  sell  a  cargo  consigned  to  us  with- 
out our  order  and  give  the  produce  to  another.  We  ourselves  never  had 
any  dealings  with  M.  Beaumarchais,  and  he  has  never  produced  any 
account  to  us,  but  says  the  States  owe  him  a  great  deal  of  money. 
Upon  his  word  only  we  gave  him  up  the  cargo  of  the  Amphitrite;  he 
]>roinised  then  to  give  us  an  account,  but  has  never  done  it;  and  now, 
by  means  of  M.  Peltier,  he  has  seized  another  cargo.  I  imagine  there 
is  no  doubt  but  M.  Peltier  would  be  obliged  to  pay  us  the  money  if  the 
action  were  continued.  And  metbinks  every  man  who  makes  a  demand 
ought  to  deliver  an  account.  For  my  own  part  I  imagine  our  country 
has  been  really  very  much  obliged  to  M.  Beaumarchais,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  Mr.  Deane  concerted  with  him  several  large  operations  for 
which  he  is  not  yet  i)aid.  They  were  before  my  arrival,  and  therefore 
1  was  not  privy  to  them.  Had  I  been  alone  when  the  action  was  com- 
menced perhaps  I  should  have  thought  of  some  milder  proceeding, 
making  allowance  for  M.  Beaumarchais  not  being  bred  a  merchant. 
But  I  think  you  can  not  well  justify  M.  Peltier. 

I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Proceedings  of  Congress  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification  and  particularly  as  to 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries. " 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  Mar.  17,  1779,  supra.'] 

March  19,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  and  agreed  to  the  following  ultimata: 

1.  That  the  thirteen  United  States  are  bounded  north  by  a  line  to 
be  drawn  from  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  along  the  highlands 
which  divide  those  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  north- 
westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  River;  thence  down  along  the  mid- 

*MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress;  oompariug  printed  jouruals. 
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die  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  iiortli  latitude;  thence 
due  west  in  the  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north  from  the  equator  to 
the  northwesternmost  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  or  Cadaraqui; 
thence  straight  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  Nipissing,  and  thence  straight 
to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi ;  west  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source  to  where  the  said  line 
shall  intersect  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north.  South  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last  mentioned 
in  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north  from  the  equator  to  the  middle 
of  the  river  Apalachicola  or  Catahouche;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  River;  thence  straight  to  the  head 
of  St.  Mary's  River;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  River 
to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ;  then  east  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  mid- 
dle of  St.  John's  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  or 
by  a  line  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  between  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the  Province  of  Maine,  and  the 
colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  their  respective  rights,  comprehend- 
ing all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the 
United  States  and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the 
points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one 
part  and  East  Florida  on  the  other  i)art  shall,  respectively,  touch  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  Provided,  that  if  the  line  to  be 
drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Lake  Nipissing  to  the  hea<l  of  the  Mississippi 
can  not  be  obtained  without  continuing  the  war  for  that  purpose,  then 
that  a  line  or  lines  may  be  drawn  more  southerly,  so  as  not  to  be  south- 
ward of  a  line  in  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north. 

2.  That  every  port  and  place  within  the  United  States,  and  every 
island,  harbor,  and  road  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  be  absolutely 
evacuated  by  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong.* 


A.  Lee  to  Franklin. f 

Paris,  March  19,  1779. 

Sir:  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the 
13th  relative  to  the  few  papers  of  our  late  joint  commission  remaiuiug. 
in  ni}^  hands  ;  they  are  confounded  among  a  multitude  of  other  papers. 
I  will  examine  them  soon  ;  and  if  I  find  any  that  relate  to  public  accounts 
remaining  unpaid  (which  I  do  not  believe  I  shall  find),  I  will  inform 
you  of  it,  that  copies  may  be  taken  of  them. 

You  are  pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Adams  gave  you  the  papers  unasked. 
Mr.  Adams  gave  you  the  general  papers,  which  no  way  related  to  him 
in  particular,  on  your  promise  that  you  would  have  them  arranged  and 
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kept  ill  order.  Mr.  Adams  was  not  a  cahnnniated  person,  nor  were  the 
papers  he  delivered  to  you  necessary  to  justify  him  and  prove  the 
wickedness  of  bis  accuser.  In  circumstances  so  totally  different  I  can 
not  imagine,  sir,  that  you  can  think  we  should  act  the  same.  Your 
pressing  so  earnestly  to  get  from  me  a  few  original  i)apers,  which  you 
only  conjecture  may  be,  in  some  shape  or  other,  useful  to  you,  after  I 
have  informed  you  that  they  are  absolutely  necessary  to  my  vindica- 
tion from  an  impeachment  that  touches  even  my  life  and  honor,  gives 
me  great  uneasiness.  Whether  you  are  concerned  or  not  in  the  accusa- 
tion, it  is  equally  necessary  for  me  to  refute  them  ;  and  I  am  sure,  sir, 
you  know  that  originals  are  better  evidence  than  copies,  however  au- 
thenticated. On  the  contrar^^  copies  are  as  adequate  to  the  purposes 
you  mention  as  originals  5  and  I  am  most  ready  to  give  you  copies  sealed 
and  authenticated  of  all  or  any  of  the  papers  in  my  hands  as  you  maj" 
command.  I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  believe  that 
when  I  give  my  reasons  for  my  conduct  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  or 
occasion  a  dispute. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to  Hartley.* 

Passy,  March  21,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  duly  yours  of  the  2d  instant.  I  am  sorry  you 
have  had  so  much  trouble  in  the  affair  of  the  prisoners.  You  have  beeu 
deceived  as  well  as  I.  No  cartel  ship  has  yet  appeared,  and  it  is  now 
evident  that  the  delays  have  been  of  det^ign,  to  give  more  opportunity 
of  seducing  the  men  by  promises  and  hardships  to  seek  their  liberty 
in  engaging  against  their  country;  for  we  learn  from  those  who  have 
escaped  that  there  are  persons  continually  employed  in  cajoling  and 
menacing  them ;  representing  to  them  that  we  neglect  them ;  that 
your  government  is  willing  to  exchange  them,  and  that  it  is  our  fault 
it  is  not  done ;  that  all  the  news  from  America  is  bad  on  their  side ; 
we  shallbe  conquered,  and  they  will  be  hanged  if  they  do  not  accept  the 
gracious  offer  of  being  pardoned  on  cojulition  of  serving  the  king,  etc. 
A  great  part  of  your  prisoners  have  beeu  kept  these  six  mouths  on 
board  a  ship  in  Brest  road  ready  to  be  delivered,  where  1  am  afraid  they 
were  not  so  comfortably  accommodated  as  they  migiit  have  been  in 
French  prisons.  They  are  now  ordered  on  shore.  Dr.  Bancroft  has 
received  your  letter  here.     He  did  not  go  to  Calais. 

Knowing  how  earnestly  and  constantly  you  wish  for  peace,  I  can  not 
end  a  letter  to  you  without  dropping  a  word  on  that  subject,  to  mark 
that  my  wishes  are  still  in  unison  with  yours.  After  the  barbarities 
your  nation  has  exercised  against  us  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  own  that 
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I  feel  sometimes  for  her  misfortiiues  aud  her  insanities.  Your  veins  are 
open  and  your  best  blood  continually  running-.  You  have  now  got  a 
little  array  into  Georgia  and  are  triumphing  in  that  success.  Do  you 
expect  ever  to  see  that  army  again  1  I  know  not  what  General  Lincoln 
or  General  Thompson  may  be  able  to  effect  against  them  ;  but  if  they 
stay  through  the  summer  in  that  climate  there  is  a  certain  General 
Fever  that  I  apprehend  will  give  a  good  account  of  most  of  them.  Per- 
haps you  comfort  yourselves  that  our  loss  of  blood  is  as  great  as  yours. 
But,  as  physicians  say,  there  is  a  great  difference  in  the  facility  of 
repairing  that  loss  between  an  old  body  and  a  young  one.  America  adds 
to  her  numbers  annually  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls.  She 
therefore  grows  faster  than  you  can  diminish  her,  and  will  outgrow  all 
the  mischief  you  can  do  her.  Have  you  the  same  prospects  f  But  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  represent  to  you  or  you  to  me  the  mischiefs  that 
each  nation  is  subjected  to  by  the  war;  we  all  see  clear  enough  the  non- 
sense of  continuing  it.  The  difficulty  is  where  to  find  sense  enough  to 
put  an  end  to  it. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  La  Fayette.* 

Passy,  March  23,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  admire  much  the  activity  of  your  genius  and  the  strong 
desire  you  have  of  being  continually  employed  against  our  common 
enemy. 

It  is  certain  that  the  coasts  of  England  and  Scotland  are  extremely 
open  and  defenseless.  There  are  also  many  rich  towns  near  the  sea 
which  four  or  five  thousand  men  landing  unexpectedly  might  easily 
surprise  and  destroy  or  exact  from  them  a  heavy  contribution,  taking 
a  part  in  ready  money  and  hostages  for  the  rest.  I  should  suppose,  for 
exami)le,  that  two  millions  sterling  or  forty-eight  millions  of  livres  might 
be  demanded  of  Bristol  for  the  town  and  shipping;  twelve  millions  of 
livres  from  Bath  ;  forty-eight  millions  from  Liverpool;  six  millions  from 
Lancaster,  and  twelve  millions  from  Whitehaven.  On  the  east  side 
there  are  the  towns  of  l!Tewcastle,  Scarborough,  Lynn,  and  Yarmouth, 
from  which  very  considerable  sums  might  be  exacted.  And  if  among 
the  troops  there  were  a  few  horsemen  to  make  sudden  incursions  at 
some  little  distance  from  the  coast  it  would  s])read  terror  to  much 
greater  distances,  and  the  whole  would  occasion  movements  and 
marches  of  troops  that  must  put  the  enemy  to  a  i^rodigious  expense  and 
harass  them  exceedingly.  Tlieir  militia  will  probably  soon  be  drawn 
from  the  different  counties  to  one  or  two  places  of  encampment,  so  that 
little  or  no  opposition  can  be  made  to  such  a  force  as  is  above  mentioned 
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in  tbe  places  where  they  may  land.  But  the  practicability  of  such 
an  operation  and  the  means  of  facilitating  and  executing  it  military 
people  can  best  Judge  of.  I  have  not  enough  of  knowledge  in  such  mat- 
ters to  i)resume  upon  advising  it,  and  I  am  so  troublesome  to  the  minis- 
ters on  other  accounts  that  I  could  hardly  venture  to  solicit  it  if  I  were 
ever  so  confident  of  its  success.  Much  will  depend  on  a  prudent  and 
brave  sea  commander  w^ho  knows  the  coasts,  and  on  a  leader  of  the 
troops  who  has  the  affair  at  heart,  who  is  naturally  active  and  quick 
in  his  enterprises,  of  a  disposition  proper  to  conciliate  the  good  will  and 
affection  of  both  the  corps,  and  by  that  means  to  prevent  or  obviate 
such  misunderstandings  as  are  apt  to  arise  between  them,  and  which  are 
often  i)ernicious  to  joint  expeditions. 

On  the  whole,  it  may  be  encouraging  to  reflect  on  the  many  instances 
of  history  which  prove  that  in  war  attempts  thought  to  be  impossible 
do  often  for  that  very  reason  become  possible  and  practicable,  because 
nobody  expects  them  and  no  precauti  ons  are  taken  to  guard  against 
tiiem.  And  those  are  the  kind  of  undertakings  of  which  the  success 
affords  the  most  glory  to  the  ministers  who  plan  and  to  the  ofticers 
who  execute  them. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  suj^ra,  March  19,  1779.] 

March  22,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  the  third  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  as 
one  of  the  ultimata  being  under  debate,  and  being  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing: 

"3.  That  common  right  in  these  States  to  fish  on  the  coasts,  bays, 
and  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  coast  of  Labra- 
dor, and  streights  of  Belleisle  be  acknowledged,  and  in  case  of  refusal, 
that  the  war  be  continued,  unless  the  circumstances  of  our  allies  shall 
be  such  as  to  render  them  utterly  unable  to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  in  which  case  as  ample  privileges  in  the  fishery  be  insisted  on 
as  can  ])ossibly  be  obtained.  That  in  case  Great  Britain  should  not 
be  prevailed  on  either  to  cede  or  declare  Nova  Scotia  independent,  the 
privilege  of  (;uring  fish  on  tlie  shores  and  in  the  harbors  of  Nova  Scotia 
be  required." 

In  lieu  thereof  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris  in  the  words 
following,  viz  : 

"  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Britain  of  a  common 
*MSS.  secret  jouruala,  Dap.  of  State,  comparing  and  completing  printed  jonrnals. 
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Tight  in  these  States  to  fish  oa  the  coasts,  bays,  and  banks  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the 
coasts  of  Labrador  and  streights  of  Belleisle,  and  a  stipulation  for  the 
right  of  curing  fish  on  the  shores  of  If^ova  Scotia;  provided  always  that 
the  allies  of  these  States  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in 
carrying  on  the  war  for  such  acknowledgment  and  stipulation,  but  that 
in  no  case  by  any  treaty  of  peace  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above 
described  be  given  up." 

The  substitute  being  adopted  and  under  debate, 

A  motion  was  ma'^.e  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  strike 
out  the  words  '•'■and  a  stipulation  for  the  right  of  curing  fish  on  the  shores 
of  Nova  Scotia,''^  and  also  the  words  '•  and  stipulation,"  after  the  word 
•'  acknowledgment." 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire 5  v^  S'^T''^'' i^""-   U. 

•^  ^  Mr.  Frost „ No.     S 

i  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ^ 

Massachusetts  Bay -'Mr.  Lovell No.     >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holtoii Ay e .  J 

«"<"'»■»'-'» l£SiL.::;:;::;::;;:;Se.  S"- 

co-^'-ut l£gS:::::::::;:::::::S::  |no. 

(  Mr.  Jay No.  ") 

I  Mr.  Diiaue No.  | 

New  York {  Mr.  G.  Morris No.  ^No. 

I  Mr.  Floyd No.  | 

l^ Mr.  Lewis No.  J 

Nbw  lersev  ^  *'^^-  ^relinghuysen Aye.   (^^ 

Wew  Jersey ^  j^j^.   p^jj jj^_     ^  i>. 

(  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

T,  1  J  Mr.  vSearle Aye.   [. 

Pennsylvau.a {  j^^  Muhlenberg Aye.   i^^^- 

(  Mr.  McLane Aye.  J 

fMr.Plater No.    ^ 

y.f       ,      ,  Mr.  Faca No.     !  xt 

^^^'■yl^"^^ >Mr.Carmichael No.     >No. 


>  Mr.  Carmichael No.     j 

I.  Mr.  Henry No.    J 


fMr.  T.Adams No.  ) 

I  Mr.  Smith  No.  | 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Lee Aye.  J>No. 

I  Mr.  Griffin No.  | 

l^  Mr.  Nelson No.  J 

SMr.  Penu No.  ) 

Mr.  Hill No.  J^No. 

Mr.  Burke No.  > 

c.     ii   /-,       1-  (  Mr.  Laurens No.     ?  xt 

South  Carolina <  ,,     t-.       i.  xt        >No. 

^  Mr.  Drayton No.     5 

Georgia Mr.  Langworthy No.       No. 

So  it  i)a8sed  in  the  negative  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  G. 
Morris,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'■provided  always  that  the  allies  of  these. 
States  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carrying  on  the  tear  for 
such  acTcnowledgmcnt." 
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On  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand?  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr,  Drayton. 

„       „  ,.  5  Mr.  Whipple No.     )^ 

New  Ilau.pshiie j  Mr.  Frost No.     ^^^• 

(  Mr.  Gerry No.     ) 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell No 


^  Mr.  Holtou No.     ) 

(Air  Kllerv  No      ) 

Rhode  Island )  Mr!  Collins' !!"'..""'-"..'.'-No;     J^*'" 

^.      ,  S  Mr.  Dyer No.     >„ 

Connecticut ^  Mr.  Root No.     P**' 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ) 

I  Mr.  Duano Aye.  | 

New  York {  Mr.  G.  Morris Aye.  >Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyd No.  | 

UMr.  l^ewis No.  J 

S  Mr.  Frelinghnysen No.  >  ,, 

New  Jersey )  Mr.  Fell..?...    Aye.  \  ^' 

{Mr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 
Mr.  Searle No.     I  t-^^ 
Mr.  Mnhlebberg No.     f^"* 
Mr.  McLane No.    J 

r  Mr.  Plater Aye.  \ 

,  J  Mr.  Paca Aye.    I  . 

Maryland "j  Mr.  Carmichael Aye.    p^®- 

[  Mr.  Henry Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams Aye.  "j 

I  Mr.  M.  Smith Aye.   | 

Virgina i  Mr.  K.  H.  Lee..., Aye.   J- Aye. 

I  Mr.  Griffin Aye.   | 

I  Mr.  Nelson  Aye.  J 

I  Mr.  Penn Aye.   ) 

North  Carolina ■?  Mr.  Hill Aye.    >Aye. 

r  Mr.  Burke Aye.   j 

South  Carolina Mr.  Drayton Aye.      Aye. 

Georgia Mr.  Langworthy Aye.      Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  division  was  then  called  for.     And  to  the  question  to  agree  to  the 

first  part  as  amended,  including  the  proviso,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 

required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

,,       TT  1-  ^  Mr.  Whipple No.     ? ,, 

Now  Hampshire j  Mr.  Frost Aye    \^- 

i  Mr.  (ierry A  ye.   ) 

Massachusetts  Bay ^  Mr.  Lovell Ave.    >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holton Aye.   ) 

o,     .    ,  ,      ,  S  Mr.  Ellery   No.     ?,, 

Rhode  Island ^  Mr.  Collins Aye.   T'' 

,^  ..     t  S  Ml".  Dyer Aye.   }. 

Connecticut J  Mr.  Root Aye.   l^^^' 

(  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Duaue Aye.   | 

New  York ■{  Mr.  G.  Morris Aye.   )^  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyd Aye.   | 

i  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

N-  ■'-«y I  Zl:  S;''^''.T!°.;;:v.::i;J::  l'^^- 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 

T.  1    „    :„  )  Mr.  Searle No.     I  ^t 

Pennsylvania '  .,      »»   i  i     i  xt        >No. 

)  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.     ( 

[Mr.  McLane No.    J 
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r^Ir.  Plater Aye.  I 

,       ,  I  Mr.  Paca Ave.  I   . 

Maryland i  Mr.  Carmichael Aye.  f-^^®- 

(^Mr.  Henry Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams Aye.   i 

I  Mr.  M.  Smith Aye.   | 

Virginia {  Mr.  K.  H.  Lee No.     )  Aye. 

I  Mr.  GritHn Aye.    | 

V  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

SMr.  Penn Aye.   ) 
Mr.  }lill  Aye.   /-Aye. 
Mr.  15nrke Aye.   ) 

„      .,    ri       1-  ^  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  ?  a^„ 

feonth  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton Aye.   \^^^- 

Georgia Mr.  Laagworthy Aye.      Aj'e. 

So  it  v.as  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Tlie  second  clause  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  article  as  amended  and  agreed  to  is  as  follows : 

".■>.  That  aa  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Britain  of  a  common 
right  in  these  States  to  fish  on  the  coasts,  bays,  and  banks  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  banks  of  jSTewfoundlaud  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasts 
of  Labrador  and  streights  of  Belleisle;  provided  always  that  the  allies  of 
these  States  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carrying  on 
the  war  for  sucli  acknowledgment.  But  that  in  no  case  by  any  treaty 
of  peace  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described  be  given  up." 

March  24. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rejwrt  of  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  the  fourth  article  being  under  debate,  to  wit : 

4.  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  be  acknowledged  and 
ratified  absolutely  free  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Buike,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  add 
these  words:  '-Provided^  That  the  allies  of  these  United  States  shall 
declare  themselves  in  circumstances  to  afford  effectual  assistance  for 
carrying  on  the  war  until  the  said  acknowledgment  and  ratification 
shall  be  obtained." 

Atul  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  j^eas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  \i.  11 .  Lee, 


^•--  "-.■»'■!" \  M,;;  F™r'°;;::::::: ::::n"„:  i^o. 

I  Mr. 
{  Mr. 
(  Mr. 


Rhode  Island 
Connecticnt  . 


<  Mr. 
I  Mr. 


Mr.  Gerry No.  ) 

Mas.sachusett.s  Bay <^  Mr.  Lov ell No.  > No 

Holton No.  S 

Ellery  No.  }  jr 

Collins   No.  ^ 

<s  Mr.  Dyer No.  L 

t  Mr.  Root Aye.  ^  '^• 

f  Mr.  Jay No.  ^ 

•KT       V    \  '  ^^i"-  IJiiane  Aye.  l^ 

New  York ,  Mr.  G.Morris No.  f^'' 

I  Mr.  Floyd No.  J 

New  Jersey \  J{j;  Fell'".^.^!"f.T..';.' ■.'.■- -No:  .i^*' 
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r  Mr.Annstroug No. 

)  Mr.  Searle No. 

PenriHylvania ^  jy,j.    Muhlenberg No, 

I.Mr.  McLaue No. 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke No. 

fMr.Plater Aye. 

,       ,  J  Mr.  Paca Aye. 

Maryland ■<  ^j..  Caniiicliael No. 

[Mr.  Henry No.    J 

(  Mr.  T.  Aciauis Aye.  ) 

I  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee No.     } 

J  Mr.  M.  Smith No.     [ 

Virginia ^  m,,  ^   h.  Lee No.     f 

I  Mr.  Griffin No.     1 

t  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

(  iMr.  Penn Aye.   f 


No. 


No. 


0. 


No. 


North  Carolina. 


South  Carolina- .. 


Mr. 
(  Mr. 
S  Mr. 
I  Mr. 


Aye. 


Ave. 


New  Haiiiphhire. 


Massachusetts  Bay 


Rhode  Island 


Connecticut 


New  York. 


New  Jersey 


Whipple Aye.   }  ^^ 


Hill. Aye. 

Burke Aye. 

Laurens No. 

Drayton Aye. 

Georgia Mr.  Laugwortby Aye. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  article  as  reported,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  K.  H.  Lee. 

(,  Mr. 

/  Mr.  Frost No. 

Mr.  Gerry No. 

Mr.  Lovell No. 

Mr.  Holton No. 

i  Mr.  Ellery No 

I  Mr.  Collins No. 

^  Mr.  Dyer Aye. 

I  Mr.  Root No. 

rMr.  Jay No. 

J  Mr.  Duane No. 

^  Mr.  Morris No. 

[Mr.  Floyd Aye. 

(,  Mr.  Frelinghuyseu No. 

)  Mr.  Fell ' No. 

pir.  Arnistiong Aye.  | 

,        .  j  Mr.  Searle...- -'^.V*'-  '  Avo 

l^''^"'-'^ <Mr.  Muhlenberg No.     i^^''- 

I  Mr.  McLane.. Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke No. 

fMr.  Plater No. 

J  Mr.  Paca No. 

]  Mr.  Cariuichael No. 

I  Mr.  Henry No. 

Mr.  T.  Adams .No. 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee Aye. 

Mr.  Smith No. 

^  Mr.  R.  1 1.  Leo Aye 

I  Mr.  Griffin No. 

t  Mr.  Nelson No. 

Penu No. 

Hill No.. 

Burke No. 

Laurens No. 

Drayton No. 

No. 


Penusyh 


Maryland 


Virginia 


North  Carolina. 


VNo. 


No. 


0. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


) 


No. 


(  Mr. 
{  Mr. 
(  Mr. 
]  Ml 
I  Mi 


J 


South  Carolina 

Georgia Mr.  Laugwortby . 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


No. 

I  No. 

No, 
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The  committee  of  the  wliole  liaviiig  reported  that  they  disagree  to 
the  fifth  article  in  the  report  referred  to  them, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  concur  with  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  JMr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  third  article  be  reconsidered. 

The  third  article  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

"  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Britain  of  a  common 
right  in  these  States  to  fish  on  the  coasts,  bays,  and  banks  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  banks  of  Xewfonndland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasts 
of  Labrador  and  streights  of  Belleisle;  provided  always  that  the  allies 
of  these  States  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carrying  on 
the  war  for  such  acknowledgment,  but  that  in  no  case  by  any  treaty 
of  peace  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described  be  given  up," 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. , 

to  strike  out  the  words  between  "  tojish^^  and  "provided"  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert : 

"  On  all  and  singular  the  fishing  banks  to  the  eastward  of  the  island 
of  Cape  Breton  and  of  ISTova  Scotia  which  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht 
and  of  Paris  was  ceded  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in  exclusion  of  the 
subjects  of  France." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dyer,  as  a 
substitute  to  the  whole, 

"  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks  of  North  America 
be  reserved  to  the  United  States  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  when 
subject  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  what  shall  have 
been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  the  whole  to  be  explained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris 
with  Great  Britain  and  of  Paris  with  the  United  States  of  North 
America." 

On  the  question.  Shall  this  be  received  as  a  substitute  ?  the  yeas  and 
liays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hampshire |  Jj J;  J^l]}^^^^^  i ! ! ! ! ". ! ! ! ! ! '. ! ."  ]  ] !  ill'.  I  ^J^- 


f  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  ^ 

J  Mr.  Ge  '  * 


Massachusetts  Bay { ;^j;;  ^^^''^jj"  ::•::;::;:;:::;::::  t j^;  \ ^y«- 

t  Mr.  Holton Aye.  J 

RhodeTslind  S  Mr.  Ellery Aye.   l, 

Knoae  island -^  ^^^  Collins Aye.  i^^^' 

^  Mr.  Dyer Aye.  ^ 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Root No.  /•  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  S 

f  Mr.  Jay No.  ^ 

New  York !  ^^  ^i^r"? x^       No- 

)  Mr.  i  loya y..No.     { 

I  Mr.  Lewis No.    J 

New  Jersey Mr.  Fell No.       No. 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  \ 

Ti  ,        ■  J  Mr.  Searle Aye.   (  .  „^ 

Pennsylvania <  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aje.   f^^^' 

{  Mr.  McLane Aye.  J 
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Delaware Mr.  Vau  Dyke Aye.     Aye. 

rMr.Plat.er No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Paca No.     [ 

Maryland ^  jyj,,   Carmichael No.     f 

LMr.  Henry No.    J 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams No.    \ 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee Aye.   | 

I  Mr.  Smitli No. 

Virgiwia ^  M,.   i^_  h,  Lee Aye. 

I  Mr.  Griffin No.     , 

IMr.  Nelson No.    J 

i  Mr.  Penn No.     ) 

North  Carolina ^  Mr.  Hill No.     VNo. 

(  Mr.  Bnrke No.     ) 

,    ^,       ,.  S  Mr.  Laurens Aye.   ?q 

South  Carolina ^  Mr.  Drayton No.     T" 

Georgia Mr.  Langworthy No.       No. 

So  the  substitute  was  received,  aud  the  article  as  heretofore  agreed 
to  and  the  aiuendmeut  proposed  were  set  aside.* 


Congress.— Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad— Resolutions  of   Committes.t 

March  24,  17V9. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr. 
Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr. 
M.  Smith,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  and  Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a  mem- 
ber from  each  State,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign 
affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and 
present  commissioners  of  these  States,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was 
read  as  follows : 

"1.  That  it  appears  to  your  committee  that  Dr.  Franklin  is  plenipoten- 
tiary for  these  States  at  the  court  of  France  ;  Dr.  A.  Lee  commissioner 
for  the  court  of  Spain ;  Mr.  William  Lee  commissioner  for  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin ;  Mr.  Izard  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Tuscany ; 
that  Mr.  John  Adams  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the 
court  of  France  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Deane,  who  had  been  appointed  a 
joint  commissioner  with  Dr.  Franklin  and  Dr.  A.  Lee,  but  that  the  said 
commission  of  Mr.  Adams  is  superseded  by  the  plenipotentiary  com- 
mission to  Dr.  Franklin. 

"  2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary for  these  States  are  only  necessary  for  the  present  at  the  court* 
of  Versailles  atul  Madrid. 

"  3.  That  in  the  course  of  their  examination  and  inquiry  they  find 
many  complaints  against  the  said  commissioners  and  the  political  and 
commercial  agehcy  of  Mr.  Deane,  which  complaints,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered  and  to  which  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer. 

*  For  further  proceedings  see  infra,  May  8,  1779. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  printed  secret  jouvnals  of  Congress  comparet^  and  corrected. 
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"  4.  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the  said  com- 
missioners which  may  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interest 
of  these  United  States. 

"  5.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  commissioners  be  vacated  and 
that  new  appointments  be  made. 

"  G.  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner 
for  these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

"  7.  That  no  i>lenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United 
States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public  office. 

"  8.  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary,  minister,  or  commis- 
sioner for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof  and  who  has 
not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein. 

"  9.  That  fit  and  proper  jiersons  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  Mr. 
Deane's  public  accounts  and  tne  public  accounts  of  all  other  persons 
who  have  transacted  the  commercial  aflairs  of  these  States  in  France. 

"  10.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  ministers,  and  commissioners 
who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
$ per  annum." 


Ordered  that  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to  Friday  next 


"W.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  March  25,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  Be  pleased  to  refer  to  the  foregoing  copy  of  my  letter 
to  you  of  the  25th  ultimo  b}'  Mr.  Stockton,  which  may  not  get  to  hand 
so  soon  as  this. 

On  the  10th  instant  an  armistice  was  published  between  the  Empe- 
ror and  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  same  day  the  conferences  were  opened 
at  Teschin  in  Austrian  Silesia,  to  consolidate  and  reduce  into  form 
the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two  contending  powers,  the  important 
articles  of  which  have  been  already  agreed  upon  by  both  parties.  The 
operations  of  war  are  consequently  ceased,  but  perhaps  the  final  signa- 
ture of  the  peace  may  not  take  place  for  some  weeks. 

The  principal  objects  of  my  coming  here  were  to  engage  this  court  to 
aid  and  assist  me  in  adopting  the  most  speedy  and  efficacious  measures 
to  prevent  our  joint  enemies  from  reaping  considerable  advantage  from 
the  peace  in  Germany,  by  engaging  a  vast  number  of  the  free  corps 
that  have  been  raised  for  this  war,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  men,  that  will  all  be  disbanded  as  soon  as  the  peace  is  signed, 
and  to  aid  me  in  endeavoring  to  get  the  German  powers  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  America,  which  would  certainly  have  a  decided  in- 
fluence on  Great  Britain,  and  induce  her  king  and  ministers  to  make 
peace  with  us  on  the  footing  of  independence. 

*  MSS.  Dep,  of  Stj|,te ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr..  633,  with  omissions  and  verbal 
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As  it  is  the  regular  and  usual  mode  in  Europe  for  one  nation  to  treat 
with  another  on  public  business  through  the  medium  of  their  public  min- 
isters, I  applied  to  Dr.  Franklin  on  my  arrival  here,  as  the  American 
minister  at  this  court,  to  go  with  me  to  his  excellency  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  to  consult  with  him  on  these  points.  The  doctor  declined  doing 
so,  saying  he  was  so  little  acquainted  with  German  affairs  that  he  could 
not  meddle  with  them.  I  told  him  that  it  was  not  his  knowledge  or  idea 
of  the  German  politics  that  was  to  be  communicated  to  the  minister,  but 
mine,  on  which  the  minister  would  form  his  own  judgment  with  respect 
to  the  propriety  of  my  propositions,  but  unless  they  were  made  to  him  in 
the  regular  mode  by  the  minister  of  Congress  at  this  court  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  he  would  pay  much  attention  to  what  came  from  me, 
as  an  individual  unauthorized  by  Congress  to  treat  with  hiui  on  great 
political  subjects.  The  doctor  still  refused  either  to  go  with  me  or  to 
write  by  me  on  the  snbject  to  Count  de  Vergennes.  I  shall,  however, 
do  everything  that  is  in  my  power  to  accomplish  these  desirable  ends, 
and  from  the  present  appearance  of  things  it  appears  to  me  most  prob- 
able that  I  shall  succeed  in  one,  if  not  both,  the  objects  in  view,  if  I 
can  obtain  the  aid  and  concurrence  of  the  ministry  here. 

These  are  certainly  objects  of  high  importance,  especially  with  re- 
spect to  the  troops,  as  the  British  ministry  have  now  several  officers  in 
pay  in  Germany  waiting  to  engage  them.  Our  enemies,  it  seems,  are 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war  against  us  at  least  for  this  year;  their 
plan  mustbe  begun  before  this  gets  to  hand,  and  therefore  opened  to  you, 
which  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  mention  anything  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

With  this  is  a  letter  to  his  excellency  President  Jay,  covering  ray 
reply  to  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Silas  Deaue  against  me  in  his  letter  to 
Congress  of  the  12th  of  October  last,  and  his  letter  to  the  public  in 
Dunlap's  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  December  5,  to  be  laid  before  Congress, 
which  I  flatter  myself  will,  in  the  mind  of  every  impartial  person,  be 
not  only  a  full  vindication  of  my  conduct,  but  also  prove  how  little  credit 
is  due  to  any  assertions  of  Mr.  Deane.  As  to  myself  personally,  I  am 
perfectly  at  ease  with  respect  to  the  weak  and  wicked  attempts  of  Mr. 
Deane  to  injure  me,  for  I  am  shielded  with  the  invincible  armor  of  in- 
nocence; but  the  injury  his  daring  publication  has  done  to  the  common 
cause  of  America  in  Europe  is  not  easily  to  be  delineated,  and  I  can 
assure  you,  with  truth,  that  our  enemies  are  more  elated  at  it  than 
they  would  have  been  with  a  capital  victory.  The  reason  for  their  ex- 
ultation is  too  evident  to  reipiire  mentioning.  Besides,  it  has  created  a 
diffidence  in  the  minds  of  the  Europeans,  which  will  embarass  extremely 
every  attempt  at  public  negotiations,  since  few  ministers  will  treat 
with  a  people  who  permit  everything  that  passes  to  be  wantonly  pub- 
lished to  the  world  with  impunity.  I  trust,  however,  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  will  not  let  its  attention  be  drawn  off  from  the  great  and  prin- 
cipal object  of  providing  effectually  for  defeating  the  open  and  secret 
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efforts  of  our  enemies  against  us,  and  finally  to  force  them  to  an  hon- 
orable peace,  which  I  am  convinced  they  will  not  accede  to  until  they 
are  driven  off'  the  continent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lee. 


Franklin  to  A.  Lee.* 

Tassy,  March  27,  1770. 

Sir:  I  have  not  hitherto  undertaken  to  justify  Mr.  Williams'  accounts, 
nor  to  censure  your  conduct  in  not  passing  them.  To  prevent  any 
suspicion  of  partiality  towards  him  as  my  nephew  I  avoided  having 
anything  to  do  with  the  examination  of  them,  but  left  it  entirely  to 
you  and  Mr.  Adams.  Alter  that  examination  Mr.  Adams  drew  up 
and  sent  me  in,  for  signing,  the  order  you  mention.  I  considered  the 
expressions  in  it  as  only  serving  to  show  that  the  accounts  were  not 
finally  settled  ;  and  I  considered  Mr.  Adams'  drawing  up  and  sending 
me  the  order  as  a  proof  that,  in  his  judgment,  who  had  with  you  ex- 
amined the  accounts,  the  bills  drawn  on  M.  Grand  ought  to  be  paid.  I 
therefore  signed  it.  I  was  not,  as  you  suppose,  convinced  "  that  the 
accounts  as  they  stood  could  not  he  passed,^''  for,  having  never  examined 
them,  I  could  form  no  such  opinion  of  them. 

It  was  not  till  lately  that,  being  pressed  by  M.  Monthieu  for  a  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  and  finding  that  they  had  a  reference  to  Mr. 
Williams,  I  got  those  from  Mr.  Adams.  They  were  put  up  in  a  paper 
case,  which  covered  the  note  you  had  made  upon  them,  and  that  case 
was  fastened  with  wax.  This  prevented  the  notes  being  before 
seen  either  by  myself  or  by  Mr.  Adams,  among  whose  papers  you  had 
left  those  accounts.  He  was  as  much  surprised  at  seeing  it  as  I  was, 
and  as  much  dissatisfied  with  another  you  had  made  in  the  body  of  the 
accounts,  which,  taken  with  the  first,  imports,  that,  notwithstanding  it 
appeared  from  Mr.  Williams'  own  account  that  he  has  now  and  has  long 
had  in  bis  hands  upwards  of  an  hundred  thousand  livres  belonging  to 
the  public  that  have  not  been  applied  to  the  public  use,  "B.  Franklin 
and  John  Adams,  esqrs.,  had  given  an  order  on  the  public  banker  for 
the  payment  of  all  Mr.  W^illiams'  demands," 

This,  being  a  severe  reflection  upon  us  both,  might  be  suspected,  if  I 
were  disposed  to  be  suspicious,  as  one  reason  why  it  was  shown  to 
neither  of  us,  but  left  concealed  among  the  papers,  to  appear  hereafter 
as  a  charge  not  controverted  at  the  time,,  whereby  a  future  accusation 
might  be  confirmed.  Mr.  Adams  spoke  in  strong  terms  of  your  having 
no  right  to  enter  notes  upon  papers  without  our  consent  or  knowledge, 
and  talked  of  making  a  counter  entry,  in  which  he  would  have  shown 
that  your  assertion  of  our  having  "  given  an  order  for  the  payment  of 

»MSS.  Dcp.  of  state;  6  Bigelow's  Fraukliu,  341. 
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all  Mr.  Williams' demands  "  was  not  conformable  1o  truth  nor  to  the 
express  terms  of  the  order,  but  his  attention  being  taken  up  with  what 
related  to  his  departure,  was  probably  the  cause  of  his  omitting  to 
make  that  entry.  On  the  whole,  I  judged  it  now  incumbent  on  me  for 
my  own  sake  and  for  Mr.  Adams',  as  well  as  for  the  public  interest,  to 
have  those  accounts  fully  examined,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  skillful  and 
impartial  persons,  of  which  I  informed  you  in  mine  of  the  13th  instant, 
requesting  you  to  aid  the  inquiry  by  stating  your  objections,  that  they 
might  be  considered  by  those  judges,  which  I  am  sorry  you  do  not 
think  fit  to  comply  with.  I  hav^e  no  desire  to  screen  Mr.  Williams  on 
account  of  his  being  my  nephew ;  if  he  is  guilty  of  what  you  charge 
him  with,  I  care  not  how  soon  he  is  deservedly  jiunished  and  the  family 
purged  of  him ;  for  I  take  it  that  a  rogue  living  iu  [a]  family  is  a  greater 
disgrace  to  it  tban  one  hanged  out  of  it.  If  he  is  innocent,  justice  re- 
quires that  his  character  should  be  speedil}^  cl  eared  from  the  heavy 
charge  with  which  it  has  been  loaded. 
I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin.* 


Franklin  to  A.  Lee.t 

Passy,  March  27, 1779. 

Sir:  The  offer  you  made  of  sending  me  copies,  sealed  and  authenti- 
cated, of  all  the  papers  in  your  hands  is  very  satisfactory,  and  as  you 
say  they  are  but  few,  I  suppose  it  may  soon  be  done.  I  imagined  when 
I  desired  you  to  send  me  the  originals  that  tliey  were  a  great  many  and 
at  present  of  no  importance  to  you,  and  therefore  not  worth  copyiug.| 
I  assure  you  I  had  not  the  least  intention  of  depriving  you  of  any- 
thing you  might  think  necessary  for  your  vindication.  The  suspicion 
is  groundless  and  injurious.  In  a  former  letter  I  offered  you  authenti- 
cated copies  of  any  remaining  in  my  hands  that  you  should  judge  might 
be  of  such  use  to  you,  and  1  now  offer  you  the  originals,  if  you  had 
rather  have  them,  and  will  content  myself  with  keeping  co])ies. 

Mr.  Adams  did  not,  as  you  insinuate,  exact  any  promise  of  me  to 
arrange  and  keep  in  order  the  papers  he  sent  me.  He  knew  such  a 
promise  unnecessary,  for  that  I  had  always  kept  in  order  and  by  them- 
selves the  public  papers  that  were  in  my  hands,  without  having  them 
so  confounded  among  a  multitude  of  other  papers  "that  they  could 
not  be  found  when  called  for." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


*See  Franklin  to  Williams,  Mar.  13,  1779;  to  A.  Lee,  same  date;  Franklin  to 
Williams,  July  8, 1779.  Franklin's  position  iu  respect  to  Lee's  attack  on  Williams  is 
■well  stated  and  supported  iu  1  Hale's  Franklin  iu  France,  '281  tf. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  C  Bigelow's  Franklin,  343. 

t  See  mpra,  Franklin  to  A.  Lee,  Mar.  13,  1779. 


MARCH    27,    1779.  103 

Congress— Call  on  Members  for  Information  as  to  Foreign  Aifalrs.* 

March  27, 1779. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  in 
the  following  words: 

"Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Congress  should  be 
well  informed  of  the  situation  of  the  several  courts  of  Europe,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  views  and  designs  of  the  British  ministry ;  and  whereas 
the  servants  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  their 
public  letters  given  satisfactory  information  on  that  subject,  and  have 
written  private  letters  to  individuals,  members  of  this  House,  which 
have  lately  arrived.    Therefore, 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Congress  be  called  on  from  the  chair 
to  declare  upon  their  honor  whether  they  have  received  any,  and  what 
intelligence  relative  to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the  European 
courts,  and  i)articularly  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Wliipplo Aye.     Aye, 

SMr.  Lovell Aye.  ) 
Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  /-Aye. 
Mr.  Holtou Aye.  S 

„,     .     ,  ,      .  <  Mr.  Collins No.     ^^ 

Rbodelsiaml }  Mr.  Ellery Aye.  i^' 

t  Mr.  Dyer Aye.  ) 

Connecticut. • <  Mr.  Root Aye.  /-Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencti' No.     ) 

TIT        xr     1  ^  Mr.  Jay Ave.  ^  .    ^ 

Ne^^^"'-^' J  Mr.  Morris Aye.  J^J'®- 

New  Jersey Mr.  Fell Aye.     Aye, 

(  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Searle Aye.  | 

Pennsylvania •^  Mr.  Sbippeii Aye,  )  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Mnhlenberg Aye.  | 

l_  Mr.  McLaue Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dy  lie Aye.    Aye. 

rMr.  Plater Aye.  "j 

Ti,       ,      ,  I  Mr.  Paca Aye.  I  a„^ 

^^^•y^^^<^ i  Mr.  Carmicbael Aye.  r^^' 

I.M-.  Henry Aye.  J 

fMr.  T.  Adams Aye.^ 

i  Mr.  R.  H.Lee Aye.  f 

Virginia \  Mr.  M.  Smith Ave.  J>Aye. 

I  Mr.  Griffin No..  | 

l^Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

North  Carolina \  ^.^,-:::::::::: .::::^.  \m^- 

B°"*  Carolina j  S!;;  J^Jl'^Z ::::::  v.::::  ilj"  |*>- 

Georgia Mr,  Lang  worthy Aye,     Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holton,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  R,  H.  Lee, 
to  strike  out  the  words  in  the  preamble,  "  and  whereas  the  servants  of 
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the  United  States  at  foreign  courts  have  not  in  tbeir  public  letters 
given  satisfactory  information  on  that  subject,  and  have  written  private 
letters  to  individuals,  members  of  this  House,  which  have  lately  ar- 
rived." 

The  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  containing  two  parts,  the  same 
were  divided ;  and  on  the  question  that  the  first  part,  as  far  as  the  words 
"  on  that  subject,"  inclusive,  stand  part  of  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith. 

New  Hampshire..    Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 


Mr.  Lovell No. 

Massachusetts  Bay ^  Mr.  S.  Adams No. 

(  Mr.  Holton No. 

„,     ,    T  1      1  ^  Mr.  Collins No.    ,^ 

Rhode  Island j  j^j^.  ^jj^j.^ ^^^    ^^o. 

i  Mr.  Root No. 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Dyer No. 

(  Mr.  Spencer No. 

T,T       V     1  ^  Mr.  Jay - ^y^-  i  \vt^ 

New  York J  Mr.  Morris Aye.  r^^" 

New  Jersey Mr.  Fell Aye.     Aye. 

f  Mr.  Aruistroug No.    ~) 


VNo. 


[no. 


Mr.  Shippen No.     I 


Pennsylvania <  Mr.  Searle No.     ,^  No. 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg No. 

I.  Mr.  McLane No.    J 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke No        No, 

rMr.  Plater Aye.  "1 

T,,       ,      ,  Mr.  Paca No.     l^ 

Ma'^yl^^d i  Mr.  Carmichael Ave.  (  ^■ 

[Mr.  Henry No.     J 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ^ 

j  Mr.  F.  h.  Lee No.    j 

-,7^.     .  J  Mr.  Smith Aye.  !  . 

V^'-g'"'* Ulr.R.  H.Lee No.     i^^^' 

I  Mr.  Griffin Aye.  | 

I  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 


S  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ), 

}  Mr.  Bnrke Aye.  ^  ^y*^* 


North  Carolina 

,.      .t   rt       T  S  Mr.  Lanrens No.    }  ,^ 

South  Carohna J  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  ^ '^^ 

Georj;ia Mr.  Langworthy Aye.     Aye. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

rniLADELPiiiA,  ]\larch  29,  1779. 
Sir:  I  (lid  myself  tlie  honor  of  writing  to  your  excellency  the  22d  of 
Febrnary  last,  in  which  I  mentioned  the  distressed  situation  into  which 
my  affairs  were  brought  by  being  detained  in  this  city,  and  in  which  1 
earnestly  requested  to  know  of  Congress  whether  they  had  any  further 
commands  for  me,  and  in  what  manner  my  past  transactions,  as  their 
agent  and  commissioner,  were  to  be  adjusted  and  closed.  You  were 
pleased  to  inform  me  verbally  that  my  letter  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, who  were  ordered  to  report  immediately.     I  have  since  been 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  134,  with  verbal  changes. 


MARCH    29,    1779.  105 

informed  that  they  have  reported,  but  that  the  report  has  not  been 
considered  by  Congress,  nor  any  resolutions  passed  thereon.  This  forces 
me  again  to  apply  to  Congress,  and  to  lay  before  that  honorable  body  iu 
part  my  situation.  1  have  been  near  four  years  absent  from  my  family 
and  piivate  aftairs,  which  have  suttered  exceedingly  thereby.  More 
than  three  years  of  the  time  I  have  been  iu  the  actual  service  of  Congress. 
The  settlement  of  the  commissioners'  accounts  and  my  own  will  show 
to  demonstration  tbat  I  have  received  nothing  therefor  except  money 
for  my  necessary  expenses.  When  the  orders  of  Congress  and  the  serv- 
ice of  these  States  required  my  immediate  return,  I  took  with  me  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  louis  d'ors,  or  guineas  only,  to  defray  my  expenses  and 
those  of  four  Americans  and  a  servant  to  America.  Two  of  the  Ameri- 
cans were  captains  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  had  escaped 
from  prison  in  Ikigland.  Of  the  other  two,  one  had  been  taken  in  a  pri- 
vate ship  of  war  which  he  commanded,  and  had  also  escaped  from  prison; 
the  other  was  a  captain  in  the  merchant  service.  Our  journey  to  Toulon, 
which  is  near  six  hundred  miles,  was  expensive,  and  was  defrayed  by  me. 
Our  passage  from  Toulon  to  America  was  at  the  expense  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty.  I  took  those  American  captains  with  me  by  the 
advice  and  at  the  desire  of  the  ministers  of  France  and  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
these  captains  being  well  acquainted  with  the  American  coast.  I  have 
been  for  more  than  eight  months  ])ast  in  this  city,  and  at  au  expense  to 
which  my  private  fortune  is  by  no  means  adequate,  though  I  have  regu- 
lated my  expenses  by  the  strictest  economy  my  situation  could  admit  of. 
1  will  not  trouble  (Congress  with  mentioning  what  has  passed  since  my 
return.  The  loss  of  my  private  property  is  of  no  consideration  with  me 
if  my  country  is  in  anyway  essentially  served  thereby;  but  whilst  Con- 
gress defer  coming  to  any  resolution  respecting  my  public  services  as 
their  agent  and  commissioner,  what  is  dearer  to  me  than  life  or  fortune, 
my  character,  is  attacked,  and  liable  to  suffer  from  the  groundless  and 
base  insinuations  of  some  and  from  the  open  calumnies  of  others.  I 
can  not  but  think  it  an  act  of  justice  due  not  only  to  me  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  to  Congress  and  the  public  in  general,  that  my  conduct  be 
either  approved  of  or  censured.  I  have  most  surely  merited  one  or  the 
other,  from  the  important  part  I  have  acted,  and  the  manner  iu  which 
I  have  transacted  it.  I  had  the  honor  of  bringing  with  me  testimonials, 
not  only  from  my  late  venerable  colleague,  but  from  his  most  Christian 
majesty  and  his  ministers,  in  favor  of  my  conduct  whilst  in  France. 
They  have  been  long  since  laid  before  Congress,  and  I  can  not  but  cou- 
ceive  that  if  I  have  merited  the  calumnies  which  have  for  some  months 
past  been  publicly  thrown  out  against  me  and  industriously  spread 
through  these  States,  justice  to  those  great  personages  who  conde- 
S(;ended  to  interest  themselves  so  Avarmly  in  my  favor  requires  that  my 
demerits  should  be  publicly  known  and  made  to  appear,  that  they  may 
no  longer  be  deceived  or  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  respecting  my  real 
character  and  merits. 
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A  writer,  who  lias  been  busily  employed  for  three  months  past  in 
inventing  and  publishing  the  most  scandalous  falsehoods  in  order  to 
injure  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  countrymen,  has  produced  in  Dunlap's 
paper  of  the  27th  instant  two  charges  against  me,  the  one  for  '•^nego- 
tiating an  intended  present  into  a  loan,^^  or,  in  other  words,  of  defrauding 
my  honorable  constituents  of  a  large  sum  of  money  ;  the  other,  of  in- 
tercepting and  destroying  the  public  dispatches  in  order  to  cover  the 
fraud.  This  writer  has  not  long  since  been  in  the  employ  of  Congress 
as  a  secretary  or  clerk,  of  which  circumstance  he  avails  himself  to  give 
force  to  his  calumnies,  and  has  had  the  confidence  to  appeal  to  Con- 
gress for  the  truth  of  his  assertions,  though  he  knew  at  the  time  that 
Congress  had  unanimously  contradicted  the  first,  and  that  the  latter 
was  but  the  creature  of  his  own  forming.  From  the  moment  that  I  was 
ordered  by  Congress  to  lay  before  them,  in  writing,  a  narration  of  my 
public  transactions  I  have  considered  myself  as  being  before  that  tri- 
bunal, and  no  other,  and  under  their  immediate  protection,  and  conse- 
quently not  at  liberty  to  take  that  notice  of  the  publications  of  this 
writer  or  of  his  prompters  which,  as  an  individual  otherways  circum- 
stanced, I  should  have  took  long  since.  This  consideration,  and  the 
full  reliance  I  have  ever  i)laced  on  the  justice  of  Congress,  have  pre- 
vented my  making  any  reply  to  the  many  base  and  false  insinuations 
thrown  out  by  this  writer  and  others  against  me ;  and  I  have  been  en- 
couraged to  wait  with  patience  for  the  decision  of  Congress  by  repeated 
promises  that  a  speedy  issue  should  be  made  of  those  affairs. 

I  now  submit  it  to  that  honorable  body  whether,  if  ni}-  patience  is 
exhausted,  I  ought  to  be  deemed  culpable,  and  have  further  to  entreat 
that,  if  Congress  or  any  of  its  members  entertain  any  apprehensions 
that  I  am  guilty  of  the  two  charges  brought  against  me  (to  which  I 
have  referred),  or  on  any  other  account  whatever,  that  1  may  be  heard 
before  Congress,  and  I  submit  it  to  their  wisdom  to  determine  how 
l>ublic  the  inquiry  shall  be,  assuring  them  that  the  more  public  the 
scrutiny  shall  be  into  every  part  of  my  conduct  the  more  agreeable  it 
will  be  to  me.  1  have  only  to  entreat  further,  that  a  decisive  answer 
may  be  given  to  me  on  the  above  requests,  and  that  you  will  be  assured 
of  my  unalterable  respect  and  attachment. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Trauslatioii.] 

Philadelphia,  March  31, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  season  proper  for  my  de- 
parture for  France  is  coming  on,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  you  to 
persuade  Congress  to  hasten  the  time  of  it  as  much  as  possible.     Even 
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if  my  health  did  not  require  this  voyage,  circumstances  would  have 
induced  me  to  undertake  it,  because  I  perceive  how  important  it  is  for 
the  common  cause  that  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs  those  men 
alone  who  are  iuformed  of  the  actual  state  of  things  and  opinions  iu 
America,  and  who  enjoy  an  unlimited  confidence,  should  be  employed 
in  this  negotiation. 

Besides,  sir,  as  I  must  jiresume  from  the  wisdom  of  Congress  that 
they  have  made  the  same  redectious,  that  they  have  fixed,  or  will  fix, 
the  choice  of  their  minister  or  ministers  plenipotentiary  iu  consequence 
of  what  they  must  also  have  felt,  that  the  only  way  of  proceeding  is  to 
choose  persons  who  should  enjoy  tlie  fullest  confidence  of  the  allied  or 
friendly  courts,  and  to  furnish  them  with  the  fullest  and  most  exten- 
sive powers.  In  this  case  it  will,  iu  my  opinion,  be  proper  that  I  should 
depart  with  one  or  more  of  your  ministers,  and  it  is  an  additional  motive 
for  urging  this  whole  arrangement,  with  which  your  own  interest  in- 
spires me,  by  increasing  my  eagerness  to  go  where  I  shall  think  myself 
happy  to  announce  that  union  and  unanimity  prevail  in  America. 

Moreover,  sir,  I  request  you  to  inform  me  in  what  manner  Congress 
will  judge  proper  that  I  should  take  my  leave  with  regard  to  the 
secrecy  which  I  endeavor  to  keep  as  to  my  speedy  departure.  I  also 
flatter  myself  that,  if  they  shall  think  proper  to  give  me  any  commis- 
sion, they  will  rely  upon  my  carrying  into  France  the  same  zeal  for  the 
interest  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  common  cause,  of  which  I 
have  sought  to  give  proofs  during  my  residence  iu  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  Sayre.* 

Passy,  March  31,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  10th  instant  from  Copen- 
hagen. The  account  you  give  of  the  disposition  of  the  Swedish  court  is 
very  agreeable.  I  saw  in  the  newspapers  that  a  deputy  of  the  Congress 
was  at  Stockholm.  Did  you  obtain  the  audiences  you  mention  by  as- 
suming that  character?  The  information  you  did  not  choose  to  venture 
by  the  post  from  Copenhagen  may  be  safely  sent  from  Amsterdam. 

1  am  not,  as  you  have  heard,  the  sole  representative  of  America  in 
Europe.  The  commissions  of  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  William  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Izard  to  different  courts  still  subsist.  I  am  only  sole  with  regard 
to  France :  nor  have  I  power  to  give  any  employ  worth  your  accept- 
ing. 

Mach  has  been  said  by  the  English  about  divisions  in  America.  No 
divivsion  of  any  consequence  has  arisen  there.     Petty  disputes  between 
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particular  persons  about  private  interests  there  are  always  in  every 
country,  but  with  regard  to  the  great  point  of  independence  there  is  no 
difference  of  sentiment  in  the  Congress  ;  and  as  the  Congress  are  the 
annual  choice  of  the  people,  it  is  easy  to  judge  of  their  sentiments  by 
those  of  their  representatives. 

The  taking  of  Savannah  makes  a  noise  in  England,  and  helps  to  keep 
up  their  spirits;  but  I  apprehend  before  the  summer  is  over  they  will 
find  the  possession  of  that  capital  of  Georgia  of  as  little  consequence  as 
their  former  possessions  of  Boston  and  Philadelphia  ;  and  that  the  dis-- 
tempers  of  that  unwholesome  part  of  the  country  will  very  much  weaken 
if  not  ruin  that  army. 

The  principal  diffi(;ulty  at  present  in  America  consists  in  the  depre- 
ciation of  their  currency,  owing  to  the  over  quantities  issued  and  the 
diminished  demand  for  it  in  commerce.  But  as  the  Congress  has  taken 
measures  for  sinking  it  expeditiously,  and  the  several  governments  are 
taxing  vigorously  for  that  purpose,  there  is  a  prospect  of  its  recovering 
a  proper  value.  In  the  mean  time,  though  an  evil  to  particulars,  there 
is  some  advantage  to  the  public  in  the  depreciation,  as  large  nominal 
values  are  more  easily  paid  in  taxes  and  the  debt  by  that  means  more 
easily  extinguished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc. 


Franklin  to  "William  Lee.* 

Passy,  Ajyril  2,  ]  779. 

Sir  :  Before  I  api)ly  for  the  arms  you  desire,  I  wish  to  be  informed 
whether  your  brother  did  not  apply  for  them  at  the  same  time  he  ap- 
plied for  the  cannon  he  obtained,  or  since,  in  consequence  of  the  letter 
you  mention  to  have  sent  us  in  January  last,  and  whether  they  were 
refused  or  promised. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  I  have  received  an  application 
from  the  government  of  Maryland  for  a  similar  quantity  of  arms  and 
military  stores,  which  I  am  requested  to  obtain  in  the  same  manner, 
and  these,  with  the  orders  of  Congress,  will  make  so  vast  a  quantity, 
that  I  apprehend  greater  difficulties  in  obtaining  them.  I  should  be 
glad,  therefore,  if  a  ])art  could  be  obtained  elsewhere,  that  the  quantity 
now  to  be  applied  for  mi^lit  be  diminished.  On  this  occasion  permit 
me  to  mention  that  the  D'Acostas  have  presented  a  memorial  to  me  set- 
ting forth  that  they  had  provided  arms,  etc.,  to  a  great  amount  in  con- 
sequence of  a  contract  made  with  you  through  your  brother,  and  that 
for  no  other  reason  but  because  they  were  not  finished  at  the  time 
agreed,  there  having  been  a  delay  of  a  month,  which  they  say  was  not 
their  fault,  but  inevitable,  he  had  refused  to  take  them.     Upon  this 
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they  desire  that  I  wouhl  procure  justice  to  be  done  them,  or  that  I 
would  approve  of  their  seudiug'  the  goods  and  endeavor  to  have  the 
contract  complied  with  on  the  part  of  Virginia.  1  declined  having  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  affair,  but  I  wish  you  to  consider  whether  it  would 
not  be  prudent  to  moderate  this  little  difference  with  those  people,  and 
take  the  advantage  of  sending  those  arms,  which  have  been  proved 
good,  and  I  suppose  still  lie  at  Nantes  ready  to  be  shii)ped  immediately, 
rather  than  wait  the  success  of  a  doubtful  application. 
I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Philadelphia,  Ajn-il  2,  1779. 

Sir:  I  am  without  an  answer  to  the  letter  I  did  myself  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  the  30th  ultimo.  As  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  Phila- 
delphia in  a  few  days  at  furthest,  I  have  again  to  solicit  a  decisive  reply 
to  my  last.  Justice  to  my  fortune  as  well  as  character  requires  it,  and 
I  can  by  no  means  bring  myself  to  supi)ose  that  Congress  will  ever 
refuse  the  doing  justice  either  to  the  character  or  fortune  of  any  free 
citizen  of  these  States,  much  less  that  they  will  any  longer  delay  it  to 
one  in  their  service  and  under  their  immediate  i)rotectiou,  and  who  has 
for  many  months  past  been  soliciting  for  justice,  as  w^ell  to  his  fortune 
as  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  attachment,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Congress— Action  as  to  Ministers  Abroad. t 

April  3,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Penn,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

Resolved  nnanhnousi)/,  That  Congress  will  take  into  consideration  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs  on  Tuesday  next. 

According  to  order  the  report  was  taken  into  consideration  on  Tues- 
day, the  6th,  resumed  again  on  Wednesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  fol- 
lowing, and  after  debate.  Congress  agreed  to  the  first  and  second 
articles. 


Franklin  to  Adams,  t 

Passy,  April  3, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  of  the 
24th  past.     I  am  glad  you  have  been  at  Brest,  as  your  presence  there 
has  contributed  to  expedite  the  operations  of  Captain  Laudais  in  refitting 

*  MSS.  Dep,  of  state  ;   1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  136. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  secret  journals  of  Congress. 

}  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  6  Bigelow'e  Fraukliu,  347  ;  7  John  Adams'  Works,  89. 
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his  ship.  I  think  with  j-ou  tliat  more  has  been  made  of  the  conspiracy* 
than  was  necessary,  but  that  it  wouhl  have  been  well  if  some  of  the 
most  guilty  could  have  received  a  proper  punishment.  As  that  was 
impracticable  under  our  present  naval  code,  I  hope  you  will  on  your 
return  obtain  an  amendment  of  it.  I  approve  of  clothing  the  midship- 
men and  petty  officers  agreeably  to  thfeir  reipiest  to  you,  and  hope  you 
have  ordered  it  without  waiting  to  hear  from  me  ;  and  I  now  desire  that 
whatever  else  you  may  judge  for  the  good  of  the  service,  our  funds 
and  circumstances  considered,  you  would  in  my  behalf  give  directions 
for  as  the  great  distance  makes  it  inconvenient  to  send  to  me  on  every 
occasion,  and  1  can  confide  in  your  prudence  that  you  will  allow  no  ex- 
pense that  is  unnecessary. 

My  gout  continues  to  disable  me  from  walking  longer  than  formerly; 
but  on  Tuesday,  the  23d  past,  I  thought  myself  able  to  go  through  the 
ceremony,  and  accordingly  went  to  court,!  had  my  audience  of  the 
king  in  the  new  character,  presented  ray  letter  of  credence,  and  was 
received  very  graciously,  after  which  I  went  the  rounds  with  the  other 
foreign  ministers  in  visiting  all  the  royal  family.  The  fatigue,  however, 
was  a  little  too  much  for  my  feet,  and  disabled  me  for  near  another  week. 
Upon  the  whole,  I  can  assure  you  that  I  do  not  think  the  good  will  of 
this  court  to  the  good  cause  of  America  is  at  all  diminished  by  the  late 
little  reverses  in  the  fortune  of  war;  and  I  hope  Spain,  who  has  now 
forty-nine  ships  of  the  line  and  thirty  one  frigates  ready  for  service,  will 
soon,  by  declaring,  turn  the  scale. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  Master  Johnny,  and  believe  me,  etc. 

B.  Franklin. 


A.  Lee  to  Committee  of  Foreign  Correspondence. { 

Paris,  April  C,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  received  intelligence,  which  I  think  may  be 
trusted,  that  it  is  just  determined  in  the  British  cabinet  to  send  over 
immediate  orders  for  an  expedition  through  the  sound  up  Connecticut 
river. 

They  are  to  laud  at  Wethersfield  and  proceed  by  laud  to  New  Haven 


*  Mr.  Adams  was  on  board  the  Alliance  awaiting  lier  sailing.  Mr.  Sparks  prints 
his  cordial  answer  to  this  letter,  which  letter  he  does  not  seem  to  have  seen. — Note  by 
Mr.  Bigelow. 

This  refers  to  a  conspiracy  alleged  to  have  been  formed  on  the  passage  out  from 
Boston.  See  Mr.  Adams'  certificate  to  Captain  Landais,  nnder  date  of  Mar.  8, 
1780.— Note  by  Mr.  Adams. 

t  Franklin  had  been  prevented  till  now  being  presented  at  court  in  his  new  char- 
acter of  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary. — Note  by  Mr.  Bigelow, 

\  MSS.  Dep.  of  State, 
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Bay,  where  they  are  to  embark,  after  having  pliiiulered,  burned,  and 
destroyed  all  in  their  way.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Arthur  Lee. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 
[Translatiou.] 

Mount  Pleasant,  April  6, 1779. 
Sir  :  1  have  tlie  honor  of  sending  you  the  abstract  of  news  which  I 
have  just  received  from  Martinique.  It  is  not  very  interesting,  but  it 
will  at  least  make  known  the  present  state  of  things.  I  send  at  the 
same  time  a  i^aper  relative  to  a  financial  operation  which  has  been  per- 
formed in  France.  I  request  you  to  send  it  back  to  me  again,  and  to 
accept  the  sentiments  of  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

Gerard. 


ABSTRACT  OF  SEVERAL  LETTERS  DATED  MARTINIQUE,  FEBRUARY  25. 

The  king's  vessels  Bobuste,  of  seventy-four  guns,  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
Grasse,  commander  of  the  squadron  ;  Magnijique,  of  seventy-four,  by  M.  de  Branche  ; 
Dauphin  Royal  of  seventy,  by  M.  de  Mitton ;  and  Vengeur,  of  sixty-four,  by  M.  de  Retz, 
having  sailed  from  Brest  the  14th  of  January,  arrived  at  Fort  Royal  the  2Uth  of  this 
uiontb.  They  had  on  board  the  second  lield  regiment,  eight  hundred  and  tifty  re- 
cruits and  a  company  of  miners. 

March  6. 
We  learn  that  Admiral  Byron  has  on  his  part  also  received  are-enforcement,  but  we 
do  not  know  the  force  of  it.  He  has  not  yet  undertaken  any  operation.  He  has  only 
twice  sailed  out  with  some  ships,  but  he  returned  the  day  after.  It  is  true  that  he 
has  not  troops  enough  (o  make  conquests  and  to  preserve  them.  Sickness  continues 
to  make  great  ravages  among  those  that  are  at  St.  Lucia. 

*  This  information,  so  far  as  it  implied  that  the  expedition  up  the  Connecticut  river 
was  the  main  movement  of  the  coming  British  campaign,  was  calculated  to  mislead, 
that  object  being  the  devastation  of  the  south.  The  diversion  to  Connecticut  (of 
which  each  campaign  had  n  sample)  was  not  till  July  5,  after  a  similar  excursion  up 
the  North  river.  Tlie  British  troops,  two  thousand  six  hundred  in  number,  landed  at 
New  Haven  (not  Wethersfield),  and  then  proceeded  in  their  work  of  devastation 
through  Fairfield  and  Norwalk.  They  were  recalled  on  July  13  for  the  operations  car- 
ried on  in  the  south  and  against  Washington  in  the  Jerseys.  Marshall,  in  narrating  the 
British  campaign  of  1779,  speaks  as  follows:  "When  the  pacific  propositions  made 
(by  Britain)  in  1778  were  rejected,  the  resolution  seems  to  have  been  taken  to  change 
materially  the  object  of  their  military  operations;  and,  maintaining  possession  of  the 
islands  of  New  York,  to  direct  their  arms  against  the  southern  states,  on  which,  it 
was  believed,  a  considerable  impression  might  bo  made." — 1  Marshall's  Washington, 
ji92.     The  raid  of  July  into  Connecticut  is  not  even  noticed  as  part  of  their  scheme. 

to  Sparks'  Dip,  Rev.  Corr.,  584. 
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March  9. 

The  convoy  from  France,  so  ninch  wished  for,  has  just  arrived,  attended  by  many 
vessels. 

The  islands  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew,  which  the  English  had  taken  from 
us,  have  just  been  retaken,  without  ranch  exertion,  by  three  of  our  frigates,  and  an 
end  put  to  the  triumph  which  our  eueniies  had  reaped  from  this  easy  conquest. 

M.  de  Kersin,  the  lieutenant  of  the  ship,  took  two  prizes  last  week  ;  one  a  merchant 
store-ship  called  7:;/icf/,  armed  with  twenty-eight  twelve-pounders.  Her  crew  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  and  her  cargo  of  provisions  and  sails  to  the  value 
of  twenty-five  thousand  livres.  The  store-ship  wassheathed  with  copper.  The  olher 
is  a  privateer  of  eighteen  gnns,  and  with  a  crew  of  seventy-six  men.  Some  American 
privateers  have  senthere  two  prizes,  coming  from  Halifax,  loaded  with  iish  and  boards. 
The  Miiurva  has  also  carried  to  Cape  Frangois  another  English  frigate  of  twenty- 
four  guns.  The  ability  of  the  captain  saved  her  from  the  danger  of  being  taken  by  a 
ship  of  war  and  three  frigates,  by  which  she  had  beeu  surprised  iu  a  calm. 

MARTiNiQtJE,  March  14. 
We  learn  from  France  that  news  has  been  received  by  Portuguese  vessels  returned 
from  India  that  the  English  commenced  hostilities  against  the  French  in  the  month  of 
April.  A  ship  of  war  and  a  frigate  attacked  at  that  time  the  BriUiani,  of  seventy-four 
guns,  commanded  by  M.  de  Troujoly,  who  repelled  the  attack.  We  learn  also  that 
they  are  making  great  exertions  for  the  repair  and  arming  of  a  force  of  forty-five 
privateers,  which  the  royal  navy  has  taken  from  the  English,  and  that  the  greater 
part  of  these  vessels  will  in  a  short  time  be  ready  to  sail. 

Baltimore,  April  2. 
The  captain  of  a  sloop,  which  has  arrived  in  twenty-two  days  from  Martinique, 
reports  that  sickness  had  made  dreadful  ravages  in  the  English  army  and  fleet  at  St. 
Lucia;  that  the  two  squadrons  are  supposed  to  lie  nearly  equal  in  force;  that  the 
French  frigates  are  constantly  at  sea,  often  engaging  with  the  English;  that  one  of 
the  former  has  taken  the  frigate  Lircrpoal,  of  twenty-six  guns  ;  that  iri  other  respects 
the  situation  of  the  French  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  them  ;  and  that  they  appear  to 
be  unconcerned  with  regard  to  the  success  of  the  operations  which  Admiral  Byron 
intends  to  undertake. 


Franklin  to  Adams.  * 

Passy,  April  6,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  did  myself  tlie  honor  of  writing  to  you  a  lew  days  since.  Last 
iiiglit  I  received  yours  of  the  3l8t  instant,  I  am  glad  to  bear  the  ship 
is  so  far  in  order.  As  to  the  discontents  yon  find  among  the  officers 
and  people,  it  is  impossible  for  me  at  this  distance  to  judge  of  them  or 
of  the  means  of  removing  them.  I  must  therefore,  as  in  my  last,  refer 
to  your  judgment  whatever  you  may  think  for  the  good  of  the  service, 
considering  our  circumstances  and  funds,  and  I  desire  you  would  give 
orders  accordingly.  If  the  officers  are  dissatisfied  with  the  purser  who 
is  uow  here,  I  fancy,  but  do  not  speak  from  knowledge,  that  he  is  not 
solicitous  about  continuing  iu  his  place,  and  would  have  no  objection  to 
being  permitted  to  stay  as  long  as  he  pleases  in  Paris. 

I  can  not  at  all  interfere  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  ex- 
changed prisoners  by  ordering  them  to  goon  board!  one  ship  or  another. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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They  are  free  men  as  soon  as  they  laud  in  France,  and  may  enlist  with 
which  captain  they  please. 

I  shall  by  this  post  give  the  orders  yon  desire  to  M.  Schweighanser 
and  Captain  Landais  relating  to  your  passage  and  sea  stores,  though 
1  did  not  think  them  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


Franklin  to  Johnson.* 

Passy,  April  8,  1779. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Wm.  Lee  has  lately  been  here  from  Frankfort.  He  had  de- 
sired me  to  make  such  an  application  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Vir- 
giuia  as  you  request  in  behalf  of  Maryland.  Messrs.  d'Acosta  &  Co. 
had  complained  to  me  that  they  had  provided  what  Mr.  Lee  wanted 
in  pursuance  of  a  contract  with  Mr.  A.  Lee,  who  had  refused  to  take 
the  goods  off  his  hands.  I  proposed  to  Mr,  W.  Lee  to  accommodate  this 
little  difference  and  take  those  goods,  now  lying  ready  at  ISTantes  to  be 
shipped,  rather  than  wait  the  event  of  an  uncertain  application  to  gov- 
ernment. He  absolutely  refuses,  and  says  you  may  take  them  for  Mary- 
land, if  you  please.  Pray  let  me  know  as  soon  as  may  be  whether  it 
will  not  suit  you  to  agree  for  them  with  those  gentlemen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


Franklin  to  Jonathan  Williams. t 

Passy,  Airril  8,  1779. 

Dear  Jonathan  :  Too  much  business,  too  much  interruption  by 
friendly  visits,  and  a  little  remaining  indisposition  have  occasioned  the 
delay  in  answering  your  late  letters. 

You  desire  a  line  "  relative  to  the  complexion  of  affairs,"  If  you 
mean  our  affairs  at  this  court,  they  wear  as  gowd  a  complexion  as  ever 
they  did. 

I  do  not  know  what  to  advise  concerning  M.  Monthieu's  proposition. 
Follow  your  own  judgment.  If  you  doubt,  set  down  all  the  reasons, 
I)ro  and  con,  in  o[)posite  columns  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  when  you 
have  considered  them  two  or  three  days  perform  an  operation  similar 
to  that  in  some  questions  of  algebra  ;  observe  what  reasons  or  motives 
in  each  column  are  equal  in  weight,  one  to  one,  one  to  two,  two  to  three, 
or  the  like,  and  when  you  have  struck  out  from  both  sides  all  the  equal- 
ities, you  will  see  in  which  column  remains  the  balance.  It  is  for 
want  of  having  all  the  motives  for  and  against  an  important  action 
present  in  or  before  the  mind  at  the  same  time  that  people  hesitate  and 

*  MSS.  Dep,  of  State;  6  Bigelow's  Frauklio,  346.  Ubid.,  3J9. 
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change  their  determinations  backwards  and  forwards  day  after  day,  as 
different  sets  of  reasons  are  recollected  or  forgot,  and  if  they  conclude 
and  act  upon  the  last  set,  it  is  perhaps  not  because  those  were  the  best, 
but  because  they  happened  to  be  present  in  the  mind,  and  the  better 
absent.  This  kind  of  moral  alfjehra  I  have  often  practised  in  impor- 
tant and  dubious  concerns,  and  tiiough  it  can  not  be  mathematically 
exact,  I  have  found  it  extremely  useful.  By  the  way,  if  you  do  not 
learn  it,  I  apprehend  you  will  never  be  married. 

There  is  in  one  account  of  the  copper  an  article  des  mines  de  St.  Bell, 
63,400.  I  suppose  it  was  the  word  mines,  not  rosette,  that  was  trans- 
lated ore. 

Let  me  know,  if  you  can,  what  answer  the  gentleman  receives  from 
London  on  his  inquiries  concerning  a  supposed  letter. 

I  send  you  herewith  the  paper  you  desire  respecting  the  settlement 
of  your  accounts.  I  send  also  an  attested  copy  of  Mr.  Lee's  reasons 
for  not  passing  them.  In  answer  to  my  letter  requesting  him  to  furnish 
the  gentlemen  who  are  to  examine  them  with  such  further  objections 
as  he  may  have  against  them,  he  writes  me  that  "  I  must  excuse  him, 
now  that  it  is  no  longer  his  indispensable  duty,  from  concerning  him- 
self with  a  business  which  is  in  much  abler  hands.  If  Congress,"  ho 
adds,  "  should  call  upon  me  for  further  reasons  than  those  that  I  have 
already  given,  it  will  then  be  my  duty  to  act,  and  I  will  obey."  I  can 
not  conceive  the  reason  for  not  giving  his  further  reasons,  if  he  has 
any,  on  the  present  occasion,  when  they  would  be  so  proper;  but  he 
refused,  and  I  can  not  compel  him.* 

I  shall  file  the  letters  and  papers  you  sent  me  with  your  accounts.  I 
have  received  back  those  you  enclosed  in  yours  of  March  27,  relating 
to  M.  Monthieu's  contract.  1  have  received  also  Messrs.  Horneca 
&  Fizeaux's  invoice,  and  will  return  it  by  next  post  with  the  order 
you  desire. 

I  have  no  objection  to  your  mentioning  the  fact  relative  to  the  cen- 
sure of  M.  Montheiu's  accounts. 

I  am,  ever,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Joseph  Wharton,  Matthew  Ridley,    Joshua  Johnson,   Matthew- 
Mease,  John  Ross,  Jon.  Nesbitt, Cmnmings,  Joseph  Gridley,  and  I.  D. 

Sweighauser,  American  merchants,  now^  at  Nantes. t 

Passy,  April  8,  17V9. 
Gentlemen  :  Great  objections  having  been  made  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  A.  Lee  to  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams,  late  agent  for  the 
commissioners  at  Kantes,  which  are  therefore  yet  unsettled,  and  as,  not 

*  See,  further,  as  to  this  reference,  Franklin  to  Williams,  Mar.  1.3,  1779;  to  A.  Lee, 
Mar.  13,  Mar.  27,  Apr.  8,  1779. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State.  Joseph  Wharton,  who  was  brother  of  Sanniel  Wharton, 
and  uncle  to  T^iomas  Wharton,   first  revolutionary  governor  of  Peunsylvauia,  was 
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being  conversant  in  mercantile  business  I  can  not  well  judge  of  them, 
and  therefore,  as  well  as  for  other  reasons,  I  did  not  and  can  not  un- 
dertake to  examine  them  myself,  and  they  may  be  better  examined  at 
Nantes,  where  the  business  was  transacted,  than  either  here  or  in 
America,  I  beg' the  favor  of  you,  gentlemen,  that  you  would  for  the  sake 
of  justice  and  of  the  public  good  take  that  trouble  ui)ou  you,  and  make 
report  to  me  thereupon  ;  which  I  do  hereby  agree  shall  be  conclusive 
and  final  (subject  only  to  the  revision  of  Congress),  in  case  Mr.  Williams 
shall  previously  sign  an  engagement  to  abide  thereby.  And  hoping  you 
will  comply  wit/i  my  request,  I  have  ordered  him  to  lay  his  accounts  fully 
before  you.  If  it  should  not  suit  you  all  to  attend  to  this  business,  1 
shall  be  content  with  the  judgment  of  as  many  of  you  as  will  and  can 
attend  to  it,  the  number  not  being  less  than  three.  If  an  equal  num- 
ber undertake  it,  and  should  be  divided  in  their  opinions,  I  request 
them  to  join  in  choosing  an  umpire,  that  the  matter  may  be  concluded. 
[  did  desire  Mr.  Lee,  if  he  had  any  further  objections,  to  furnish  you 
with  them,  but  he  has  in  a  letter  to  me  declined  it, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


La  Fayette  to  Adams.* 
[Trauslation.] 

St.  Germain,  April  9,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  1  beg  leave  of  applying  to  you  in  an  instance  where  I 
am  much  concerned.  The  case  I  shall  lay  before  you  and  recommend 
to  your  care.  There  is  an  officer  in  Paris  whom  I  wish  to  send  over  to 
America  on  board  the  Alliance,  and  who  I  know  would  be  of  service  in 
the  American  army.  For  that  reason,  besides  this  of  recommendations, 
I  have  a  great  regard  for  him.  I  wish  the  gentleman  may  find  a  pas- 
sage in  the  frigate.     Dr.  Franklin  can  not  officially  send  an  officer,  but 

head  of  a  Philadelphia  importing  house,  aud  from  his  long  residence  in  Europe,  as 
representative  of  that  house,  was  frequently  consulted  by  Franklin.  Matthew  Rid- 
ley was  son-in-law  of  Governor  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  in  business  in 
Frauce,  and  much  relied  on  by  both  Adams  andFranklin.  Joshua  Johnson  wastben 
an  American  merchant  at  Nantes,  and  became  afterwards  America's  consul  at  Lon- 
don, where  his  daughter  married  John  Quincy  Adams.  Scwheighauser  was  Williams' 
successor  in  one  branch  of  his  agency.  There  is  no  report  from  these  referees  in  the 
Department  of  State;  but  from  what  we  can  gather  from  the  correspondence 
Williams  urged  a  hearing,  but  Arthur  Lee  declined  even  to  specify  the  errors  on 
which  his  charge  of  misconduct  rested.  There  was  therefore  no  formal  hearing,  but 
in  its  place  a  general  expression  of  sentiment  as  to  Williams'  fidelity  and  capacity. 
He  continued  to  represent  the  legation  in  1780-'82.  This  letter  is  given  in  6  Bigelow's 
Franklin,  325,  under  date  of  Mar.  13,  1779,  with  a  variation  in  the  names  of  the 
parties,  caused,  i^robably  by  removals.  See  Franklin  to  A.  Lee,  Mar.  13,  1779; 
Franklin  to  Williams,  Mar.  13,  1779;  Franklin  to  A.  Lee,  Mar.  27,  1779.  For 
further  action  of  the  referees,  see  Franklin  to  Williams,  July  8,  1779. 
*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  583,  with  verbal  changes. 
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1  beg  you  would  take  him  aloug  with  you,  as  I  take  upon  myself  the 
charge  of  preseuting-  him  to  Congress.  All  the  marks  of  iciuduess  I 
ever  met  with  from  them,  aud  the  knowledge  which  the  strictest  friend- 
ship has  given  me  of  General  Washington's  sentiments,  make  me  as 
certain  as  possible  that  my  officer  will  meet  with  the  best  reception  in 
Philadelphia  and  in  the  army,  who  know  I  am  acquainted  with  what 
may  be  convenient  to  them. 

It  is  with  a  great  concern  that  I  hear  of  discontents  between  Captain 
Landaisaud  his  officers,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  again  estal)- 
lish  harmony  and  concord  among  them.  I  will  take  the  opportunity  of 
this  frigate  to  write  over  to  my  friends  in  America. 

The  articles  alluded  to  in  your  letter  from  Passy  I  have  been  very 
busy  about,  but  I  did  not  meet  with  great  success  till  now,  and  what 
is  done  is  not  equal  to  what  I  could  wish.  It  is  true,  our  circumstances 
are  rather  narrow  at  this  moment ;  and  I  believe  that  the  ministers  are 
willing  to  do  what  they  think  possible  or  advantageous,  but  we  do  not 
always  agree  in  opinion.  I  hope,  however,  America  will  have  more  and 
more  occasions  of  knowing  the  true  attachment  of  this  nation  for  her. 

With  great  impatience  I  wait  for  your  answer,  that  I  may  send  the 
officer  to  Nantes.  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  your  jmtronage  on  this 
occasion,  and  I  may  answer  Congress  will  have  no  objection  to  take  a 
gentleman  whom  I  send  them.  You  will,  my  dear  sir,  in  settling  his 
passage,  much  oblige  your  humble  servant. 

La  Fayette. 


Congress — Action   as   to  Ministers    abroad— One   Plenipotentiary  needed  at 

each  Court.* 

April  15,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Searle,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a  member  of  each  State, 
appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign  affairs  of  these  United 
States,  and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners  of 
these  States,  wherein  the  committee  report . 

"  1.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.  Franklin  is  plenipotentiary  ot 
these  States  at  the  court  of  France;  Dr.  A.  Lee  commissioner  for  the 
court  of  Spain;  Mr.  William  Leo  commissioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin;  Mr.  R.  Izard  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Tuscan^';  that 
Mr.  J.  Adams  was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Deane,  who  had  been  appointed  a  joint  com- 
missioner with  Dr.  Franklin  aud  Dr.  A.  Lee,  but  that  the  said  commis- 
sion of  Mr.  Adams  is  superseded  by  the  plenipotentiary  commission  to 
Dr.  Franklin. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  printed  secret  journals  of  Coui^ress. 
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"2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  ministers  pleni- 
potentiary for  these  States  are  only  necessary  for  the  present  at  the 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid. 

"3.  That  in  the  course  of  their  examination  and  inquiry  they  find 
many  complaints  against  tlie  said  commissioners  and  the  political  and 
commercial  agency  of  Mr.  Deane,  which  complaints,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered,  and  to  which  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer. 

"4.  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the  said 
commissioners,  which  may  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  these  United  States. 

"5.  That  the  appointments  of  the  said  commissioners  be  vacated, 
and  that  new  appointments  be  made. 

"  6.  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
sioner for  these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

"  7.  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner  for  these 
United  States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public 
office. 

"8.  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary,  minister,  or  com- 
missioner for  these  United  States,  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who 
has  not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein. 

"9.  That  fit  and  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust 
Mr.  Deane's  public  accounts,  and  the  public  accounts  of  all  other  per- 
sons who  have  transacted  the  commercial  affairs  of  these  States  in 
France. 

"  10.  That  each  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  ministers,  and  commis- 
sioners who  now  is,  or  has  been,  or  may  be,  appointed  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  $ per  annum." 

The  house  having  on  former  days,  when  the  report  was  under  debate, 
agreed  to  the  first  an<l  second  articles  thereof,  and  having  also  read  the 
third  article  and  the  papers  therein  referred  to,  a  motion  was  this  day 
made  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

ThiXt  the  members  of  this  house  who  may  have  any  papers  or  evi- 
dence in  their  possession  relative  to  the  said  report  do  lay  the  same 
upon  the  table. 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  i)roceeded  to  consider  the  fourth  article  in  the  report,  when 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Oarmichael,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  which  may  be."* 

*  For  further  proceediugs,  see  infra,  Apr.  20,  1779. 
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Dedue  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

rillLADELPHlA,  AjlHl  17^  1779. 

Sir  :  I  ask  liberty  to  refer  to  the  last  two  letters  which  I  did  myself 
the  honor  to  write  to  yoa  oa  the  30th  ultimo  and  2d  instant,  and  which 
remain  unanswered.  In  them  I  mentioned  the  situation  to  which  I  was 
brought  by  my  being  detained  in  this  city,  the  difficulties  and  distresses 
of  which  have  been  ever  since  daily  increasing. 

I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  Congress  by  entering  into  a  detail  of  cir- 
cumstances (many  of  the  honorable  members  are  not  unacquainted  with 
them)  but  inform  Congress  that  1  am  under  the  necessity  of  going  out 
of  town  early  in  next  week,  and  considering  myself  at  the  orders  of 
Congress,  pray  to  be  informed  if  they  have  any  commands  for  me 
which  render  it  necessary  that  I  defer  any  longer  to  leave  Philadelphia. 
My  own  family  and  private  affairs,  as  well  as  those  of  one  intrusted  to 
my  care,  have  long  suffered  by  my  absence ;  they  must  suffer  to  the 
last  degree  if  longer  neglected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Silas  Deane. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.t 

Passy,  April  18,  1779. 

Sir:  By  letters  I  am  daily  receiving  I  find  there  are  in  various 
prisons  of  France  a  number  of  American  sailors  who,  having  been 
forced  into  the  English  service  and  since  taken,  remain  confined  with 
those  of  that  nation,  but  are  very  desirous  of  serving  their  own  country 
in  any  of  our  ships  of  war;  and  to  that  end  request  I  would  obtain  their 
discharge  from  their  present  confinement.  To  prevent  giving  your 
excellency  the  frequent  trouble  of  particular  applications  and  orders 
upon  every  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  give  a  general  order  to  those  who  have 
the  care  of  the  prisons,  to  examine  in  each  of  them  those  who  pretend 
to  be  Americans  and  who  desire  to  enter  our  service  ;  and  such  as  are 
found  to  answer  that  description  be  sent  immediately  to  L'Orient  and 
ship  with  Captain  Jones  or  in  the  Alliance. 

I  am,  with  sincere  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  137. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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Arthur  Lee  to  Secret  Committee.'* 

April  20,  1779. 

Three  months  before  Mr.  Deaue's  arrival  Mr.  Beaumarchais  settled 
with  uie  ill  Louclou  the  sendiiig  these  supplies  of  money  and  munitions 
of  war  by  the  cape  under  the  firui  of  Hortalez  &  Co.,  and  that  I  should 
apprize  Congress  of  it,  which  I  did  by  Mr.  Story  and  other  opportuni- 
ties, as  the  gentlemen  of  the  seca^et  committee  know.  The  very  dis- 
patches by  Mr.  Carmichael  which  Mr.  Deane  stands  charged  with  hav- 
ing opened,  and  most  certainly  detained,  gave  also,  if  my  memory  does 
not  much  deceive  me,t  the  sauie  intelligence.  Mr.  Beaumarchais,  re- 
turn to  Paris  he  wrote  me  several  times  concerning  these  supplies,  men- 
tioning the  diflBculties  which  are  in  the  execution  from  the  timidity  of 
the  court,  but  that  he  was  putting  it  into  mercantile  train  which  would 
soon  overcome  all  difficulties.  I  did  not  fail  to  jiress  the  dispatch  of 
them,  and  proposed,  too,  the  sending  some  ships  of  war  to  protect  our 
coast,  exactly  similar  to  what  we  were  afterward  instructed  by  Congress 
to  obtain. 

I  do  not  state  this  to  assume  any  merit  to  myself  lor  these  supplies.  I 
had  none.  Mr.  Beaumarchais  sought  me  out  in  London,  He  found  me  by 
means  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  couimunicated  to  me  what  I  was  to  convey  to 
Congress:  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  louis  d'ors  from  this 
court  was  ready  for  our  support.  It  was  therefore  no  address  of  mine 
that  procured  this  aid.  I  was  only  the  instrument  of  conveying  this  in- 
telligence. As  far  as  I  know  the  merit  is  due  to  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  I 
never  refused  it  to  him.  But  I  objected  to  his  making  demands  directly 
contrary  to  what  he  had  repeatedly  assured  me  and  not  only  desired, 
but  urged  me  to  report  to  Congress.  I  did  so,  and  I  never  retract  one 
iota  of  that  information. 

When  the  business  was  thus  settled  and  in  this  train  Mr.  Deane  ar- 
rived. 


Congress. — Action  as  to  Ministers  Abroad. t 

April  20,  1779. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs 
(the  resolutions  being  given  supra  under  date  of  March  27  and  April  15, 
1779),  and  on  the  question  shall  the  words  (in  the  fourth  resolution) 
"  which  may  be"  stand  part  of  the  report,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hamp.sliire Mr.  Whipple No,       No, 

r  M  r.  Adams No.     "i 

Massachusetts  Bay. ..  J  JJj;  £^;^;;;;;; ;;;;;;  ;;-;;g^;    Jno. 
(.Mr.  Holtou No.     J 

*  Report  No.  "220,  Twentieth  Congress,  first  session,  vol.  3,  p,  54, 
t  My  situation  in  Loudon  prevented  uie  from  keeping  copies  of  any  dispatches,  which 
might  have  been  evidence  against  uiy  life. 
X  MSS.  Dep.of  State  ;  printed  secret  journals  of  Congress,  the  latter  being  imperfect. 
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BtoOeMand J  £:  SlS-.-r.-ili-r.^-Nr  j°- 

Connecticnt Mr.  Speucer Aye      Aye. 

f  Mr.  Jay No.  ~^ 

I  Mr.  Diiane No.  | 

New  York <(  Mr.  Morris No.  ^■No. 

I  Mr.  Floyd -No,  I 

l^  Mr.  Lewis No.  J 

New  .Jersey Mr.  Fell No.        No. 

'  Mr.  Armstrong No.  'j 

Mr.  Shippen No.  | 

Mr.  Atlee No.  ! 

Mr.  8earle No.  (  No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg No.  | 

Mr.  Wyukoop No.  J 

(  Mr.  Plater No.  ) 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Paca No.  >No. 

f  Mr.  Carmichael No.  ) 

fMr.  T.  Adaras No.  "j 

I  Mr.  M.  Smith No.  | 

Virginia ■{  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No.  ^No. 

I  Mr.  Griffin No.  | 

I  Mr.  Nelson No.  J 

Mr.  Penn No.  ") 

„    ^,   r.  .  r  .  Mr.  Hill No.  i^^^ 

North  Carolina. <;  j^^.  g,^^j^.^ ^^  ^No. 

Mr.  Sharpe No.  J 

Mr.  Laurens No.  1 1.^ 


Pennsylvania 


South  Carolina ^  Mr.  Drayton No. 

So  it  passed  in  tbe  negative, 

A  division  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  Gerry,  so  that  a  questioM  be 
taken  on  these  words  of  the  fourth  article,  viz  : 

"That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the  said  com- 
missioners." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dnane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to 
amend  the  clause  by  striking  out  the  word  "  said"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
inserting  "late  and  present." 

Question  put ;  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Muhlen- 
berg, before  the  words  "late  and  present"  to  insert  the  words  "some  of." 

On  the  question  the  States  were  equally  divided,  and  the  amend- 
ment lost. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ellery, 
that  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  article  be  postponed  until  the  fifth 
article  is  considered  and  determined. 

Question  put.    The  States  were  equally  divided. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Duaue,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  commissioners  be  added  and  the 
sense  of  thehouse  taken  <»n  each  name. 

On  njotion.  Shall  Dr.  Franklin's  name  be  inserted? 

Kesolv^ed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  name  be  inserted  ?  tbe 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 
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New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

f  Mr.  S.  Adams Ay o.  "1 

Massachusetts  Bay <^  JJ;:;  S^Si:::::;:::;":::!^::  Lye. 

LMr.  Holton Aye.  J 

Rhodelslaud ?  m"' ?",r^ ^'''-   ^o- 

^  Mr.  Collins l\o.     ^ 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Aye.     Aye. 

fMr.  Jay Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Duane Aye.   | 

New  York -(Mr.  Morris Aye.   )  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyd ...Aye.   | 

(Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen Aye.   | 

Pennsylvania <  Mn  sSe  ::::::".:::'.::;:Nr  \^^^- 

Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.   j 

VMr.  Wynkoop Aye.  J 

SMr.  Plater Aye.   ) 
Mr.  Paca Aye.   >Aye. 
Mr.  Carmichael Aye.   ) 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ") 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.   | 

Virginia \  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee Aye.   ,^Aye. 

j.  Mr.  Griffin Aye.   I 

(  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Peun Ave.   ) 

North  Carolina ^  Mr.  Hill Aye.   >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Burke Aye.   ) 

South  Carolina >  ?^  ^^^T '    ^^^^     Aye. 

I  Mr.  Drayton Aye.   ^■^■'^* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ou  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee's  name  be  added  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

{Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  ~| 
S""- ?^'''"';, fj^^-  Uve. 
Mr.  Lovell Aye.   r    •*'^* 
Mr.  Holton Aye.  J 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Aye    Aye. 

Rhode  Island {  S'*  S",1''' ^°-     lo. 

(  Mr.  Collins Aye.   S 

{Mr.  Jay Ave.  ^ 
^{•"•S"^"^ fy*^-  Uve. 
Mr.  Morns Aye.   (     •' 
Mr.  Floyd Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

j  Mr.  Shippen Aye. 

Pennsylvania J  Mr.  Atlee Aye.   [  . 

]  Mr.  Searle No.     ( -^y^- 

j  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.   | 

l^  Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.  J 

!Mr.  Plater Aye.   ) 
Mr.  Paca Aye.   >  Aye. 
Mr.  Carmichael Aye.  ) 

fMr.  T.  Adams Aye.  "^ 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.   I 

Virginia <(  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee Aye.   ^-Aye. 

I  Mr.  Griffin Aye.   | 

^^  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 


Rbode  Island s  a^„   rt„ii:„„  a  „„    ?0. 
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[Mr.  Peiiii Aye.1 

North  carou„a E:; S;v.;:-.:::;:::.:::lj:::  \^y<- 

IMr.  Sbarpe Aye.  J 

rt      ,,    ^       1.  ^  Mr.  Laurens ^yc-  N„„ 

South  Carolina ^  j^j^.  prj^y ton Aye.  ^  ^^ ''• 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ou  the  questiou,  Shall  Mr.  Kalph  Izard's  name  be  aJded  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hanipsbire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

r  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  , 

Massachusetts  Bay J  fj^^'  ^^'^Jll' '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '. '.  Aye!  f  A^*'' 

i. Mr.  Holtou Aye.  J 

<,  Mr.  Ellery No. 

i  Mr.  Collins Aye. 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Aye.     Aye. 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  "j 

^^"^  ^"^'^ ^Mr.  Morris Aye.  f^^®' 

[Mr.  Floyd Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Sliippen  '. Aye.  ) 

^  ,        .  J  Mr.  Atlee Aye.  !   .^^ 

Pennsylvania <  Mr.  Searle No.    \^^^- 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  } 

I,  Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.  J 

i  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Paca Aye.  /Aye. 

(  Mr.  Carmichael  Aye.  S 

fMr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ] 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.  1 

Virginia {  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee Aye.  ^  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Griffin Aye.  | 

V  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  j 

{Mr.  Penu Aye.  ^ 
Mr:Se:::::::::;:::::::iJe:^y«- 
Mr.  Sbarpe  Aye.  ) 

o      . ,  ^       ,.  ^  Mr.  Laurens Ave.  ^  , 

South  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  5^>'«- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  questiou,  Shall  Mr.  William  Lee's  name  be  added?  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
The  yeas  and  nays  same  as  above. 

On  the  questiou,  Shall  Mr.  John  Adams'  name  be  added  ?  the  yeas 
and  nays  beiug  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

["Mr.  Adams Aye."^ 

Massachusetts  Bay J  £;  in^n  i::::!  ::::::::::Aye.  W 

tMr.  Holton No.   J 

Rhode  Island  ^  ^'-  ^''^'^y No. 


Mr.  Collins Aye. 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Aye. 

plr.  Jay No. 

New  York J  -^'■- P"'*"^ No. 

j  Mr.  Morns No. 

tMr.  Ployd No. 
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f  >Ii .  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  8bippen ....Aye.  | 

„  ,     ^.  J  Mr.  Atlee No.     I  ^^^ 

Pennsylvania <  ^^^  ^^^^.j^ .....No.    f  ^«' 

Mr.  Muhlenberg    No.    | 

VMr.  Wyukoop ^ No.  J 

SMr.  Plater Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Paca Aye.  SAye. 
Mr.  Caruucbael Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.  | 

Virginia ■{  Mr.  R.H.Lee Aye.  ,^Aye. 

I  Mr.  Grifiau No.     j 

I  Mr.  Nelson No.    J 

f  Mr.  Peun No.     \ 

T,j     ,,   r<      T  Mr.  Hill ...Aye.' 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Burke No.       No. 

I^Mr.  Sharpe No.     J 

o      .-,   r<       T  (Mr.Laurens No.    )^ 

South  Carolina j  Mr.  Drayton No.    J^^" 

So  it  was  resolved  in  tlie  negative. 

The  clause  being  amended  so  as  to  read  "That  suspicions  and  animos- 
ities have  arisen  among  the  late  and  present  commissioners,  namely, 
Doct.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ralph 
Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee,"' and  the  question  ready  to  be  put  thereon, 
the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 
that  the  question  be  not  now  put.  And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire —Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

r  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  "j 

Massachusetts  Bay \  ^J.'''  ?®''"{, J'^l    )0. 

]  Mr.  Lovell Aye. 

[Mr.  Holton No.    J 

■D\     1    r  1      1  ^  Mr.  Ellerv Aye.  ^^ 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Collins No.     T" 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Aye.     Aye. 

fMr.  Jay No.  ^ 

No.    ( 

tMr.  Floyd No.   J 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  "> 

i  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  | 

T>  ,        .  )  Mr.  Atlee No.     U 

Pennsylvania ^  Mr.  Searle Aye.  (^^e- 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  ) 

I  Mr.  Wyukooj)   No.   J 

(  Mr.  Plater No.    ) 

Maryland /  Mr.  Paca No.    ^No. 

(  Mr.  Carmichael No.    ) 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams No.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Smith No.  | 

Virginia \  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee Aye.  >No. 

I  Mr.  Griffin No.  I 

l^ Mr.  Nelson No.  J 

fMr.  Penu No.  "| 

„     .,   ^       T  JMr.Hill No.  1^^ 

North  Carolina <^  Mr.  Burke No.  p*"' 

[Mr.  Sharpe No.  J 

c      .,    ri       T  (Mr.Laurens Aye.  ?r, 

South  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton No.    T* 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


,T      „     1  I  Mr.  Duane 

Ne^v^ork i  Mr.  Morris No. 
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On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  (first)  clause  as  amended,  the  yens 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

f  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye."| 

Massachusetts  Bay <j  f^l'  ^^::::::\:\:-:-j;^,  Uye. 

[Mr.  Hoi  ton Aye.  J 

T,,     ,    T  1      1  <  Mr.  Ellery Ave.?. 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Collins Aye.  J^^^- 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer Aye.     Aye. 

pir.  Jay Aye."] 

New  York <^  m"' S"""-*" a^'*"- Uye. 

j  Mr.  Morns Aye.  f    •>   ' 

l.Mr.  Floyd Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ") 

I  Mr.  Shipjien Aye.  | 

Pennsylvania <!S'-^''''f i^*^"  >Ave. 

•^  J  Mr.  Searle Aye.  [     "^ 

I  Mr.  Muhleulierg Aye.  | 

(  Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Plater Aye.   ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Paca Aye.    >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Carmichael Aye.   ) 

f  Mr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ] 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.   | 

Virginia ■{  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee Aye.   )■  Aye. 

I  Mr.  GrifBn Aye.   | 

(^  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Penu  Aye.  ] 

North  Carolina ^  m"' r'^i ^^'^^   Uye. 

I  Mr.  Bnrke Aye.         "^ 

{^  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  J 

r,     i.\  m      T  <  Mr.  Laurens Ave.   ?, 

South  Carolina \  i^ir.  rv.„   *  »         ,>Aye. 

(  Mr.  Drayton Aye.   ^     '' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  l,<eing 
required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

fMr.S.  Adams No.     \ 

Massachusetts  Bay ^  £  S^r:::::;::::;:::^r  [«' 

IMt.  Holt  on Aye.  J 

„,     ,    T  1      1  <  Mr.  Ellery  No.     ? ,, 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Coilius A.^e.   l^' 

(  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ^ 

XT„„  V 1  j  Mr.  Duane Aye.   I. 

Ne^^""^^ <Mr.  Morris Aye.   \^^^- 

I, Mr.  Floyd. Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ~) 

I  Mr.  Shippen No.     | 

Pennsylvania U!'' q*^''? x/'"   \^''- 

j  Mr.  Searle No.     ( 

I  Mr,  Muhlenberg No.     | 

V  Mr.  Wynkoop J 

(  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Paca Aye.   >Ay®' 

(  Mr.  Carmichael Aye.   ) 

fMr.  T.  Adams Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.   | 

Virginia ...{  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No.     >  Aye. 

j  Mr.  Griffin Aye.   t 

i.Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 


Jo. 


APRIL    21,   1779.  125 

f  M  r.  Peuu   Aye.  ^ 

North  Carolina <  S'""  S'^^, f^'''   Uve- 

)  Mr.  Burke Aye.   '^-'^■ 

(.Mr.  Sharue Aye.   J 

South  Carolina j  Mr.  Lai.rens No. 

^  Mr.  Drayton Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved : 

That  suspicions  and  animosities  Lave  arisen  among  the  late  and 
present  commissioners,  namely,  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  lialph  Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee,  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  these  United  States. 

Wednesday,  Ajjril  21,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign 
aftairs,  and  the  fifth  article  being  read, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EUery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Henry, 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  ministers  therein  referred  to  be 
repeated  and  a  question  taken  ou  each  individually. 

April  22, 1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs, 
and  the  fifth  article  being  read,  according  to  the  order  of  yesterday, 
the  first  question  debated  was  : 

Shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France, 
be  recalled.  When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  moved  by  Mr.  Morns,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  and  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Xo.       No. 

f  Mr.  S.  Adams Xo.     i 

MaBsachusetts  Bay <^ Sn  £Jeii-;:::;:::;::::::Nr  r^«- 

LMr.  Holton No.    J 

Rhode  Island i  ^I'"' Fn?"^ a"'     ^0. 

^  Mr.  Collms Aye.   ^ 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  "j 

(  Mr.  Duane Aye.   | 

New  York >  Mr.  Morris Aye.   )-Aye. 

j  Mr.  Floyd Aye.   | 

I  Mr.  Lewis No.    J 

New  Jersey Mr.  Fell Aye.      Aye. 

fMr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen No.     | 

Penusvlvania ^^i"- ^*'«t v"'     ^No. 

I  Mr.  Searle Xo.     j 

I  Mr.  Muhleulierg No. 

(  Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.  j 

Mr.  Plater Aye.  ~j 

Mr.  Paca No.     I^q 


Maryland <^ 

(_  Mr.  Henry No. 


Mr.  Carmichael Aye.  f 


f  Mr.  T.  Adams No.    "j 

I  Mr.  Smith No.     j 

Virginia =  . {  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No.     J>No. 

(  Mr.  UriCfin Aye.   I 

(Mr.  Xelsou No.    J 
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•No. 


ilVIr.  Penn Aye.  ^ 
Mr.  Burke , Aye.   /Aye, 
Mr.  Sbarpe Aye.  ) 

,.      ,,  ^       ,.  (  Mr.  Laurens No.     K, 

South  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  T' 

So  the  previous  question  was  lost. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing  required  by  Mr,  Smith, 

New  Harapsbire Mr.  Whipple No. 

f  Mr,  S.  Adauis No.    '^ 

I  Mr.  Gerry  ., Aye. 

Massachusetts <^[j.   Lovell No. 

[Mr.  HoltoD No.    j 

„.     ,     T  1       1  ^Mr.Ellery No.     i^ 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Collins No.     ^^°- 

Connecticut Mr.  Spencer No.        No. 

f  Mr.  Jay No.    ^ 

|Mr.  Duane No.     I 

New  York ■{  Mr.  Morris Aye.   ^No. 

I  Mr.  Floyd No.     | 

i^Mr.  Lewis No.     J 

New  Jersey Mr.  Fell No.       No. 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 

[Mr.  Shippen No.     | 

„  ,  'Mr.Atlee No.     (^ 

Pennsylvania ^  Mr.  Searle No.     f^"^- 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.     | 

(^Mr.  Wynkoop No.    J 

Delaware...^ Mr.  McKean No.       No, 

{Mr.Plater No.    ^ 
Mr.Paca Aye.  I  ^ 
Mr.  Carmichael No.     f^*'- 
Mr.  Henry No.    j 

fMr.T.  Adams No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.   | 

Virginia ^  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No.     }Aje, 

I  Mr.  Griffin Aye.   | 

t  Mr.  Nelson Aye.  J 

f  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ") 

North  Carolina {  Mr.  Burke Aye.   >Aye. 

l.Mr.  Sbarpe No.    j 

r,      .1   r,       T  <Mr.Laurens No.     ^^^ 

South  Carolina j  ^^  Drayton No.     ] 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,* 

*For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  Apr.  30,  May  3,  June  8,  June  10,  1779, 
In  3  Wells'  Adams,  62,  it  is  said  that  "  Franklin,  though  he  had  lately  been  ap- 
pointed minister  plenipotentiary,  was  included  (in  the  'dissension'  censure),  and,  on 
the  following  day,  a  motiou  was  made  for  bis  recall  from  that  service,  the  entire 
delegations  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  voting  in  the  affirmative,  aa  did  Gerry, 
Morris,  and  Paca;  but  there  was  a  decided  majority,  including  Samuel  Adams, 
against  it."  Undoubtedly  this  is  in  accordance  with  the  recorded  vote.  At  the  same 
time  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  this  vote  with  the  constapt  support  given  to  Frank- 
lin by  Gouverueur  aa  well  as  Robert  Morris, 
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Franklin  to  Adams.* 

Passy,  Airril  21,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  the  13th  instant.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  undertaking  the  trouble  of  contenting  the  officers  and 
people  of  the  Alliance.  I  mnst  now  beg  leave  to  make  a  little  addition 
to  that  trouble  by  requesting  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  offi- 
cers and  sailors,  late  prisoners  in  England,  which  Mr.  Williams  will  ac- 
quaint you  with,  and  that  you  would  likewise  order  for  them  such  nec- 
essaries and  comforts  as  we  can  aftbrd.  I  wish  we  were  able  to  do  all 
they  want  and  desire,  but  the  scantiness  of  our  funds  and  the  multitude 
of  demands  prevent  it. 

The  English  papers  talk  much  of  their  apprehensions  about  Spain.     I 
hope  they  have  some  foundation. 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Hartley  to  Franklin,  t 

London,  Ajyril  22,  1779. 

My  Bear  Friend  :  The  bearer  of  this  and  some  other  papers  is  a 
very  sensible  and  worthy  gentleman,  with  whom  1  had  the  pleasure  of 
contracting  an  acquaintance  since  the  commencement  of  the  American 
troubles,  originally  upon  the  business  of  the  American  prisoners.  It 
is  a  satisfaction  to  me  at  all  times  to  have  found  him  a  friend  to  the  res- 
toration of  peace  between  the  two  countries.  It  has  likewise  been  an 
additional  satisfaction  and  confirmation  to  me,  in  my  own  thoughts 
upon  that  subject,  to  find  that  his  sentiments  I  think  upon  most  or  ail 
of  the  subjects  upon  which  we  have  conversed  have  coincided  with 
mine.  We  both  seem  possessed  of  the  opinion  that  some  plan  of  open- 
ing a  negotiation  upon  preliminaries  which  each  side  might  find  to  be 
a  sufficient  security  to  itself  might  be  practicable ;  and  then  your  senti- 
ment, which  you  gave  me  in  a  letter  some  years  ago,  might  have  its  free 
scope  and  efl'ect,  viz:  A  little  time  given  for  cooling  might  have  excellent 
effects. 

The  sentiments  I  have  opened  to  you  in  my  late  letters  for  some 
months  past,  and  which  I  have  reduced  in  an  enclosed  paper  into  a 
more  specific  shape,  seem  to  me,  upon  ver^'  repeated  reflection,  to  prom- 
ise the  fairest  ground  of  good  expectation.  These  propositions  originate 
from  myself,  as  a  mediator.  I  have  communications  with  both  sides, 
but  certainly  no  authority  to  make  proposals  from  either ;  and  perhaps 
neither  side,  if  I  were  to  make  the  propositions  separately  to  each 
(being  myself  unauthorized),  might  give  me  positive  consent.     Each 

*  7  John  Adams'  Works,  92;  6  Bigelow's  Frankliu,  351. 

t2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  C'orr.,52.  See  Frankliu'.s  answer,  under  date  of  May  4,  1779, 
and  comments  on  these  letters  in  Introduction,  ^^  86,98. 
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side  separately  might  say  No,  from  what  is  called  political  priideuce, 
aud  yet  each  side  might  secretly  wish  that  the  ofter  could  be  made,  with 
&  done  first  from  the  other  party.  1  thiuk  the  proposition  of  a  truce  for 
five  or  seven  years,  leaviug  all  things  in  the  present  dispute  in  statu  quo, 
must  be  advantageous  to  all  parties,  if  it  were  only  in  consideration 
that  a  general  satisfactory  peace  to  all  parties  may  come  among  the 
excellent  effects  of  time  given  for  cooling.  We  can  but  fight  it  out  at  last. 
War  never  comes  too  late;  wisdom  may  step  in  between.  These  mat- 
ters have  stolen  upon  us,  and  have  arisen  to  great  and  formidable  con- 
sequences from  small  and  unexpected  beginnings;  but  henceforward 
we  should  know  by  experience  what  to  expect.  If  the  rage  of  war 
could  but  be  abated  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  reason  and  re- 
flection to  operate,  I  thiuk  it  would  never  revive.  I  can  not  pretend 
to  forecast  the  result  of  any  negotiation,  but  I  think  war  would  not  re- 
vive, which  is  all  that  I  want  for  my  argument.  Peace  is  a  bomim  in  se 
whereas  the  most  favorable  events  of  war  are  but,  relatively,  lesser 
evils;  certainly  they  are  evils;  mala  in  se,  not  bona  in  se. 

I  hope  that  a  cessation  of  hostilities  would  produce  a  renewal  of  re- 
flection ;  but  even  to  take  the  argument  at  the  worst  advantage,  the 
two  parties  are  at  a  cooling  distance  of  three  thousand  miles  asunder. 
If  the  flames  of  war  could  be  but  once  extinguished,  does  not  the  At- 
lantic ocean  contain  cold  water  enough  to  prevent  their  bursting  out 
again?  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  two  nations  of  Great 
Britain  and  North  America  would  accord  to  the  proposition  of  a  truce 
for  cooling.  I  can  not  say  whether  a  British  ministry  would  accord  to 
it,  because  they  will  not  tell  me;  nor  can  I  say  whether  an  American 
plenipotentiary  would  accord  to  it,  because,  probably,  you  will  not 
tell  me.  I  put  myself  into  your  hands,  however,  when  I  tell  you 
frankly  I  am  of  opinion  both  would  accord  to  it  if  there  could  be  a 
done  first  on  either  side  to  bind  the  bargain  fast.  You  have  the  odds 
of  me  in  this  matter,  because  you  know  one-half  of  the  question,  and 
I  can  not  give  you  any  proof  on  the  other  side,  but  only  my  own  pre- 
sumptive judgment  upon  observation  and  upon  a  course  of  reasoning 
in  my  own  thoughts. 

But  for  France:  My  judgment  would  be  that  if  the  proposition  of 
the  proposed  preliminaries  should  be  agreeable  to  America,  France 
would  do  very  unhandsomely  to  defeat  it  by  their  refusal.  I  likewise 
think  it  the  interest  of  France,  because  their  interest  leads  them  to 
go  to  a  certain  point  and  no  further.  There  is  a  disparity  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  terms  of  the  alliance  on  the  part  of  France  and  on  the 
part  of  America.  The  more  vigorously  France  interposes,  the  better 
for  America;  in  i^roportion  to  their  exertions,  they  create,  less  or  more, 
a  diversion  of  the  British  force;  this  reasoning  goes  straight  forward 
for  America ;  but  it  is  not  so  with  France.  There  is  a  certain  point  to 
France  beyond  which  their  work  would  fail  and  recoil  upon  themselves; 
if  they  were  to  drive  the  British  ministry  totally  to  abandon  the  Amer- 
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icau  war,  ifc  would  become  totally  a  Freucli  war.  The  events  of  a 
twelvemonth  past  seem  to  bear  testimony  to  tliis  course  of  reasoning. 
The  disadvantage  upon  the  bargain  to  America  is,  that  the  efficacy  of 
the  French  alliance  to  them  presupposes  their  continuance  in  the  war. 
The  demur  to  France  is,  that  the  liberation  of  their  new  ally  recoils 
with  double  weight  of  the  war  upon  themselves,  without  any  ulterior 
points  of  advantage  in  view  as  dependent  upon  that  alliance.  I  think 
the  interest  of  all  parties  coincides  witii  the  proposition  of  preliminaries. 

The  proposed  preliminaries  appear  to  me  to  be  just  and  equitable  to  all 
parties  ;  but  the  great  object  with  me  is  to  come  to  some  preliminaries. 
I  could  almost  add,  whatever  those  preliminaries  might  be,  provided  a 
suspension  of  aims  for  an  adequate  term  of  years  were  one,  I  think  it 
would  be  ten  thousand  to  one  against  any  future  renewal  of  the  war. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  at  large  into  the  reasons  which  induce  me 
to  think  that  the  British  ministry,  as  well  as  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiary, would  consent  to  the  terms  of  the  proposed  preliminaries ;  for 
indeed  I  do  not  know  that  I  am  founded  in  that  opinion  with  respect 
to  either,  but  still  I  believe  it  of  both.  But  what  can  a  private  person 
do  in  such  a  case,  wishing  to  be  a  mediator  for  peace,  having  access  to 
both  parties,  but  equally  uncertain  of  the  reception  of  his  mediation  on 
either  side  ?  I  must  hesitate  to  take  any  public  step,  as  by  a  proposi- 
tion in  Parliament  or  by  any  other  means,  to  drive  the  parties  lo  an 
explanation  upon  any  specific  proposals  ;  and  yet  I  am  very  unwilling 
to  let  the  session  pass  without  some  proposition  upon  which  the  parties 
may  meet,  if  they  should  be  inclined,  as  I  suspect  them  to  be.  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  feel  pulses  for  some  months,  but  all  is  dumb  show. 
I  can  not  say  that  I  meet  with  anything  discouraging,  to  my  apprehen- 
sion, either  as  to  equitableness  or  practicability  of  the  proposition  for 
preliminaries.  If  I  could  but  simi)ly  receive  sufficient  encouragement 
that  I  should  not  run  any  hazard  of  obstructing  any  other  practicable 
propositions  by  obtruding  mine,  I  should  be  very  much  satisfied  to 
come  forward  in  that  case  with  mine,  to  furnish  a  beginning  at  least, 
which  might  lead  to  peace. 

There  is  nothing  that  I  wish  so  much  as  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  conversing  with  you,  having  many  things  to  say  to  you; 
but  if  that  can  not  yet  happen,  1  have  only  to  say  that  whatever  com- 
munication you  may  think  proper  to  make  to  me,  which  may  lead  to 
peace,  you  may  be  assured  that  I  shall  be  most  strenuous  in  applying 
it  to  that  end.  In  all  cases  of  difficulty  in  human  life  there  must  be 
confidence  somewhere  to  enable  us  to  extricate  nations  from  the  evils 
attendant  upon  national  disputes,  as  they  arise  out  of  national  passions, 
jealousies,  and  points  of  honor.  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  extreme 
caution  and  diffidence  of  persons  in  political  life  be  not  the  cause  almost 
as  frequently  of  the  unnecessary  protraction  of  the  miseries  of  war  as 
of  the  final  production  of  any  superior  good  to  any  State.  Peace  now 
is  better  than  peace  a  twelvemonth  hence,  at  least  by  all  the  lives  that 
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maybe  lost  iu  the  lueau  while  aud  by  all  the  accumulated  miseries  that 
may  intervene  by  that  delay.  When  I  speak  of  the  necessity  of  confi- 
dence, 1  would  not  have  you  to  think  that  I  trust  to  all  professions, 
promiscuously,  with  confidence.  My  thoughts  are  free  respecting  all 
parties  ;  and  for  myself,  if  1  thought  it  necessary  for  the  end  of  attain- 
ing any  additional  confidence  in  your  esteem  to  enable  me  to  co-operate 
the  more  effectually  towards  the  restoration  of  peace,  there  is  nothing 
that  I  would  wish  you  to  be  assured  of  but  this — that  no  fallacious  offers 
of  insincerity,  nor  any  pretext  for  covering  secret  designs,  or  for  obtain- 
ing unfair  advantages,  shall  ever  pass  through  my  hands. 

Believe  me  truly  to  be  not  only  a  lover  of  my  country,  but  a  sincere 
friend  to  peace  and  to  the  rights  of  mankind  ;  and  ever  most  affection- 
ately, yours,  . 

U.  Hartley. 


OBSERVATIONS    BY    MR.    HARTLEY. 

Lord  North  consented  to  Mr.  Hartley's  proposition  for  endeavoring 
to  procure  from  the  American  plenipotentiary  or  plenii)otentiaries  some 
opening  that  they  would  be  willing  to  commence  a  parley  on  proposi- 
tions of  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  supposed  the 
terms  which  Mr.  Hartley  had  in  view  would  be  something  like  a  tacit 
cession  of  independence  to  America,  with  a  truce  for  a  certain  term  of 
years,  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  a  general  treaty  of  accommodation  and 
final  settlement. 

This  last  application  (which  was  made  on  the  20th  of  April,  1779)  of 
Mr.  Hartley  to  Lord  North,  after  several  previous  conferences  on  the 
subject,  is  the  ground  of  the  present  confidential  communication  with 
Dr.  Franklin  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Hartley,  who  states  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
as  he  did  to  Lord  North,  that  an  auspicious  beginning  of  a  negotiation 
is  diniidiuni  facti. 

Mr.  Hartley's  ideas  of  the  probable  course  of  the  negotiation  would 
be  to  the  following  effect : 

(1)  Five  commissioners  (or  any  three  of  them)  to  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  upon  the 
final  settlement  and  pacification  of  the  present  troubles  u]ion  safe, 
honorable,  and  permanent  terms,  subject  to  ratification  by  Parliament. 

(2)  That  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  commissioners  may  be  empowered 
to  agree,  as  a  preliminary,  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities  by  sea  aud  land 
for  a  certain  term  of  five  or  seven  years.* 

(3)  Than  any  one  of  the  aforesaid  commissioners  be  enipowered  to 
agree,  as  a  second  preliminary,  to  suspend  the  operation  and  effect  of 
any  and  all  acts  of  Parliament  respecting  America  for  a  certain  term 
of  five  or  seven  years. 

(4)  That  it  is  expected,  as  a  third  preliminary,  that  America  should 


*  As  to  this  truce,  see  Iiitroiluctiou,  ^^  86,  98. 
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be  released,  freed,  and  anengaged  from  any  treaties  with  foreign 
powers  which  may  tend  to  embarrass  or  defeat  the  present  negociation. 

(5)  That  a  general  treaty  for  negociation  shall  be  set  on  foot  as  soon 
as  may  be  after  the  agreement  of  the  foregoing  preliminaries. 

N.  B. — A  doubt  seeming  to  arise  from  Lord  North  relative  to  the 
probability  of  any  explanatory  conmiunication  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, Mr.  Hartley  expressed,  he  thought  it  possible  that,  as  a  known 
friend  to  peace,  he  might  be  considered  by  Dr.  Franklin  as  a  depot  of 
any  communications  which  may  serve  from  time  to  time  to  facilitate 
the  terms  of  peace,  which  therefore  prevents  this  communication  from 
being  considered  as  any  direct  overture  from  Lord  North  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, or  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  Lord  North  ;  but  as  it  is  merely  a  media- 
torial proposition  of  Mr.  Hartley,  as  a  private  person,  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  the  parties  to  a  parley. 


A.  Lee  to  the   Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Pakis,  A2)ril  22,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  1  enclose  you  copies  t  of  a  note  and  letter  from  me  to 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  to  show  the  terms  on  which  it  seems  to  me 
we  are  most  likely  to  obtain  a  loan  from  either  France  or  Spain.  If 
Congress  approve  of  them,  I  should  be  glad  of  some  instructions  in  con- 
formity to  them  ;  if  they  are  not  approved  of,  I  should  wisli  to  know  it, 
that  I  may  not  repeat  the  proposal. 

I  can  not  learn  that  England  means  to  send  out  any  considerable  aug- 
mentation of  their  army  with  you.  They  have  lately  received  dispatches 
relative  to  the  proceedings  iu  Georgia,  but  it  does  not  appear  yet 
whether  they  will  send  a  re-enforcement  thither  from  Great  Britain, 
though  I  think  it  probable  they  will. 

I  have  not  had  a  line  from  you  since  October  last.  The  peace  is  not 
yet  signed  in  Germany.  The  news  of  the  taking  of  Pondicherry  and 
other  French  settlements  in  India  by  the  English,  together  with  their 
advantageous  situation  iu  the  West  Indies,  has  raised  their  funds,  their 
credit,  and  their  spirits.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  .553. 

i  Missing. 

t  This  letter  was  accompanied  by  another,  dated  Apr.  :23,  and  entitled  "A  memo- 
rial respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Williams,"  which  was  afterwards  printed  under  the 
title  of  "Observations  on  certain  commercial  transactions  iu  France,  laid  before 
Congress,  by  Arthur  Lee,  Philadelphia,  1780."  To  these  observations  is  prefixed 
a  preface,  which  is  not  atti*ched  to  the  memorial  first  transmitted  to  Congress. — 
Spauks. 
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Washington  to  Jay.* 

MiDDLEBROOKE,  April  23,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  In  one  of  your  former  letters  you  intimate  that  a  free 
communication  of  sentiments  will  not  be  displeasing  to  you.  If,  under 
this  sanction,  I  should  step  beyond  the  line  you  would  wish  to  draw, 
and  suggest  ideas  or  ask  questions  which  are  improper  to  be  answered, 
you  have  only  to  pass  them  by  in  silence.  1  wish  you  to  be  convinced 
that  I  do  not  desire  to  pry  into  measures  the  knowledge  of  which  is 
not  necessary  for  my  government  as  an  executive  ofiQcer,  or  the  prema- 
ture discovery  of  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  plans  in  contemplation. 
After  premising  this,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  what  are  the  reasons  for  keep- 
ing the  Continental  frigates  in  port  ?  If  it  is  because  hands  can  not  be  ob- 
tained to  man  them  on  the  presentencouragement,  someother  plan  ought 
to  be  adopted  to  make  them  useful.  Had  not  Congress  better  lend  them 
to  commanders  of  known  bravery  and  capacity  for  a  limited  term,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  the  vessels,  if  not  taken  or  lost,  to  revert  to 
the  States,  they  and  their  crews  in  the  mean  time  enjoying  the  exclu- 
sive benefit  of  all  captures  they  make,  but  acting  either  singly  or  con- 
jointly under  the  direction  of  Congress  ?  If  this  or  a  similar  plan  could 
be  fallen  upon,  comprehending  the  whole  number  under  some  head,  a 
man  of  ability  and  authority  commissioned  to  act  as  commodore  or  ad- 
miral, I  think  great  advantages  might  result  from  it.  I  am  not  sure  but 
at  this  moment,  by  such  a  collection  of  the  naval  force  we  have,  all  the 
British  armed  vessels  and  transports  at  Georgia  might  be  taken  or  de- 
stroyed and  their  troops  ruined.  Upon  the  present  system  our  ships 
are  not  only  very  expensive  and  totally  useless  in  port,  but  sometimes 
require  a  land  force  to  protect  them,  as  lately  happened  at  New  Loudon. 
The  rumor  of  the  camp  is  that  Monsieur  Gerard  is  about  to  return  to 
France;  some  speak  confidently  of  its  taking  place.  If  this  be  a  fact, 
the  motives  doubtless  are  powerful,  as  it  would  open  a  wide  field  for 
speculation,  and  give  our  enemies,  whether  with  or  without  real  cause, 
at  least  a  handle  for  misrepresentation  and  triumph. 

Will  Congress  suffer  the  Bermudian  vessels,  which  are  said  to  have 
arrived  in  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  to  exchange  their  salt  for 
flour,  as  is  reported  to  be  their  intention  ?  Will  they  not  rather  order 
them  to  depart  immediately  ?  Indulging  them  with  a  supply  of  provisions 
at  this  time  will  be  injurous  to  us  in  two  respects :  it  will  deprive  us  of 
what  we  really  stand  in  need  of  for  ourselves,  and  will  contribute  to  the 
support  of  that  swarm  of  privateers  which  resort  to  Bermudas,  from 
whence  they  infest  our  coast,  and,  in  a  manner,  annihilate  our  trade. 
Besides  these  considerations,  by  withholding  a  supply  we  throw  many 
additional  mouths  upon  the  enemy's  magazines,  and  increase  propor- 
tionably  their  distress.  They  will  not  and  can  not  let  their  people 
starve. 

*Jay's  Lile,  45;  1  Cor.  aud  Pub.  Papers  of  Jay,  '207  ;  7  Ford's  Washingtou,  415, 
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In  the  last  place,  tliougU  first  iu  importance,  I  shall  ask  is  there  any- 
thiug  doing,  or  that  can  be  done,  to  restore  the  credit  of  our  currency  ? 
The  depreciation  of  it  is  got  to  so  alarming  a  point  that  a  wagon  load 
of  money  will  scarcely  purchase  a  wagon  load  of  provisions. 

I  repeat  what  I  before  observed,  tliat  I  do  not  wish  for  your  reply  to 
more  of  these  matters  than  you  can  touch  with  strict  propriety. 

Very  truly,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

George  Washington. 


Fraukliii  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  April  23,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  but  just  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honor  of  wiiting  to  me  the  2()th  instant  relating  to  the  ship  Alliance, 
and  I  seize  this  first  moment  to  assure  you  of  my  readiness  to  do  with 
her  whatever  may  be  agreeable  to  his  majesty.  I  shall  accordingly  write 
directly  to  Captain  Landais,  wbo  is  arrived  at  Nantes  with  ninety- 
thiee  English  prisoners,  to  be  exchanged  there,  and  shall  order  him  to 
L'Orient,  there  to  wait  for  further  orders.  He  will  receive  son:e  addition 
to  his  crew  from  among  the  American  prisoners  brought  lo  be  ex- 
changed, but  as  he  will  still  be  far  short  of  the  number  necessary  for 
such  a  ship,  I  trust  your  excellency  will  give  orders  that  he  may  be 
sui)plied  with  as  many  as  will  make  up  his  complement. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

B.  F.t 


Franklin  to  J.  Adams. t 

Passy,  April  24,  1779. 
Sir  :  By  the  enclosed  letter  from  M.  de  Sartine,  expressing  his 
majesty's  desire  that  the  Allia)ice  should  be  retained  here  a  little  longer, 
you  will  see  that  I  am  under  a  kind  of  necessity  of  disappointing  you 
in  your  intentions  of  making  your  passage  immediately  iu  that  vessel, 
which  would  be  more  unpleasing  to  me  but  for  these  considerations: 
That  possibly  it  may  be  safe  for  you  to  go  in  a  ship  where  the  crew,  not 
being  so  mixed,  can  be  better  depended  on;  where  you  will  not  be  in- 
commoded by  the  misunderstandings  subsisting  between  the  officers 
and  their  captain  ;  and  where  you  will  have  the  society  of  the  French 
ambassador,  M.  le  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerue,  who  appears  to  me  a  most 
amiable  man  and  of  very  sensible  and  pleasing  conversation.  I  hope 
this  will,  in  some  measure,  compensate  for  the  inconvenience  of  shift- 


*MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 

t  This  letter  \v:i.s  trauslated  .ind  sent  in  Freucb. 

t  7  Johu  Adams'  Works,  93  ;  (J  Bigelow's  Franklin,  302, 
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iiig  your  stores  from  one  ship  to  the  other.  And  as  I  shall  order  the 
AUiance  to  L'  Orient,  where  the  king's  frigate  is  that  carries  the  ambassa- 
dor, the  removal  of  your  things  from  one  ship  to  the  other  will  be  more 
easy.  You  can  even  go  thither  in  the  Alliance  if  you  choose  it.  The 
ships  in  the  American  trade  which  were  at  Nantes  when  I  offered  them 
the  convoy  of  the  Alliance  having  declined  that  ofier  and  sailed,  as  I 
understand,  under  another  and  perhaps  safer  convoy,  makes  her  imme- 
diate departure  for  America  less  necessary,  and  perhaps  she  may  now 
make  a  cruise  in  these  seas,  for  which  I  understand  she  will  have  time  ; 
which  will  be  probably  more  advantageous,  and  therefore  more  satis- 
factory to  her  people,  than  a  direct  return.  I  hope  she  may  procure  us 
some  more  prisoners  to  exchange  the  rest  of  our  countrymen,  and  at 
the  same  time  reimburse  us  the  charges  of  her  refitting,  which  you 
know  we  stand  much  in  need  of. 

M.  Dumas  writes  me  from  The  Hague  of  the  19th  «  Je  S9ais  depuis 
hier,  de  bonne  part,  que  I'Espagne  s'est  enlin  declaree.  Cela  fera  un 
bon  effet  ici  et  partout."  I  hope  his  intelligence  is  good,  but  nothing 
of  it  has  yet  transpired  here. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  cover  which  I  have  just  received  from  Marti- 
nique, directed  to  me,  but  containing  only  a  letter  for  you.  The  cover 
being  un  ski  11  fully  sealed  over,  the  seal  of  your  letter  was  so  attached  to 
it  that  I  had  like  to  have  broken  open  the  one  in  opening  the  other.  I 
send  you  also  another  letter  which  came  from  Spain.  I  am  obliged  by 
your  offer  of  taking  charge  of  my  dispatches  for  America.  I  shall  send 
them  down  to  you  by  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  who  is  to  set  off  in  a  few  days. 

With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  April  24, 1779. 
Sir:  Although  the  undersigned  is  not  invested  with  any  power  on 
the  part  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  he  ho[)es  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  knowing  the  closeness  of  the  union 
subsisting  between  his  Catholic  and  his  most  Christian  majesty,  will 
not  be  surprised  if  the  minister  of  Fiance  has  the  honor  to  submit  to 
them  the  representations  which  two  caj^tains  of  Spanish  vessels  have 
made  to  Don  Juan  de  Miralles.  The  facts  on  which  these  representa- 
tions rest  are  contained  in  the  annexed  memorial,  being  taken  from  the 
letters  of  the  captains.  In  a  short  time  the  proceedings  and  the  act 
of  appeal  relating  to  one  of  the  Spanish  ships  whose  cargo  has  been 
confiscated  will  be  laid  before  Congress,  as  well  as  the  papers  relating 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  586. 
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to  the  second  ship,  if  this  suffers  the  same  fate,  in  order  to  implore  the 
justice  of  Congress.  Meanwhile  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  commu- 
nicate the  facts  to  Congress,  in  order  tliat  they  may  be  pleased  pre- 
viously to  examine  this  affair,  on  which  we  are  persuaded  that  they 
will  be  pleased  to  bestow  the  greater  attention,  as  it  involves  the  observ- 
ance of  a  law  generally  adopted  by  commercial  nations  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  public  security  upon  the  sea,  as  well  as  of  the  right  of 
neutrality,  which  affects  the  interests  of  the  United  States  as  much  and 
more  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  and  in  order  not  to  give  just  cause 
of  discontent  to  a  power  like  Spain,  by  violating  the  immunity  and 
dignity  of  her  flag,  and  by  depriving  her  subjects  of  their  property 
without  cause  or  i^retext. 

Gerard. 


MEMORIAL  RESPECTING   TWO    SPANISH   VESSELS. 
[Translation.  ] 

Memorial  or  relation  of  the  injury  sustained  by  two  captains  of  Spanish  merchant- 
men which  had  sailed,  the  one  from  the  river  of  London,  loaded  with  merchandise 
for  Cadiz,  on  the  account  and  at  the  rislv  of  Spanish  merchants,  and  the  other  from 
the  port  of  Cadiz,  loaded  with  wines,  fruits,  cochineal,  and  other  articles  of  the 
growth  of  tlie  Spanish  territory,  belonging  also  to  Spaniards,  bound  for  London. 
Tliese  two  vessels  were  stopped  by  two  different  privateers,  carrying  the  tiag  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  brought,  the  one  to  Newbury  and  the  other  to  Beverly, 
and  then,  on  the  demand  of  tho  owners  of  the  privateer,  the  cargo  of  one  of  them  was 
declared  a  lawful  prize  at  Boston,  the  yrfth  of  last  March.  They  were  on  the  point 
of  passing  sentence  on  the  other  at  the  same  place,  and  not  doubting  that  it  will 
suffer  the  same  fate  as  the  first,  according  to  the  letters  written  by  the  said  captains 
from  the  .said  port  of  Boston  to  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  one  of  which  is  without  date 
and  the  other  bearing  date  of  the  3d  of  this  mouth,  he  has  the  honor  to  impart  their 
contents  to  his  excellency  M.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  court  of  France 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  requesting  him  to  have  the  goodness  to  lay  the 
information  before  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  said  States,  in  order  to  obtain  all 
the  satisfaction  due  to  the  honor  of  the  flag  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  his  master,  in 
conformity  to  the  tenor  of  articles  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  twenty-fifth,  and  twenty-sixth 
of  the  treaty  of  alliance  and  commerce  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the 
said  States  of  America,  signed  the  6th  of  February,  1778.  He  asks  also  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  infringers  of  the  treaty  or  captors,  and  requests  that  the  judges  may 
be  punished  who  have  unjustly  condemned  and  sentenced  as  a  lawful  prize  the  said 
cargo;  and,  provided  that  the  other  vessel  has  met  with  the  same  fate,  to  sentence 
them  to  the  payment  of  all  the  indemnities,  expenses,  damages,  and  losses  resulting 
from  the  injury  sustained  by  the  said  vessels  and  the  interruption  of  their  voyages, 
besides  the  injury  which  this  occasions  to  the  proprietors  of  the  same;  and  this,  see- 
ing that  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  stopped  his  majesty  the  King  of  Spain  was 
at  peace  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  consequently  had  no  enemy  to  fear, 
whereas  it  is  possible  that  since  that  time  the  state  of  peace  between  the  court  of 
Spain  and  other  i^owers  may  have  changed,  or  will  change,  before  the  said  Spanish 
vessels  can  perform  the  voyages  for  which  they  were  designed,  and  also  the  decay 
of  the  vessels  and  of  the  merchandise  with  which  they  were  loaded,  and  the  great 
risk  offered  by  a  voyage  from  this  continent  to  auy  European  port,  etc.,  to  wit: 

Captain  Joseph  Llanos,  by  his  letter  without  date  (although  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  it  comes  from  Boston),  says  that  he  sailed  from  London  with  his  vessel  (without 
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mentioning  its  name),  belonging  to  Don  Philip  Agnixxe  de  San  Fadder,  loaded  with 
merchandise  for  Cadiz,  amonuting  to  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  current  piastres, 
and  that  in  the  course  of  his  voyage  he  was  stopped  by  a  privateer  schooner  of  New- 
bury, called  the  Succefis,  Felix  Trask,  captain,  belonging  to  Nathaniel  Tracy,  of  said 
Newbury,  and  forcibly  brought  to  this  place,  notwithstanding  that  he  assured  the 
said  Captain  Trask  that  the  cargo  belonged  entirely  to  Spaniards,  and  that  he  was 
convinced  of  it  by  the  bills  of  laden  found  on  board;  notwithgtandiug  which,  that 
the  said  cargo  has  been  sentenced  as  a  lawful  prize,  although  the  papers  exhibit  no 
fraud,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  process,  which  is  copied,  in  order  to  be  presented  to  the 
honorable  Congress,  to  which  appeal  is  made. 

The  captains  claim  the  protection  of  the  honorable  Congress,  that  of  his  excellency 
M.  Gerard,  and  that  of  Don  Juan  de  Miralles  ;  the  navigation  of  the  Spanish  being 
very  much  injured  by  the  privateers  of  this  continent,  there  being  three  vessels 
belonging  to  this  nation  in  the  same  situation  as  the  above,  brought  in  by  different 
privateers.  These  three  vessels  also  propose  to  appeal  to  the  honorable  Congress; 
and  are  resolved  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  Spanish. 

Captain  Joachin  Garcia  de  Luca,  commander  of  a  Spanish  ohip  with  three  masts, 
her  crew  Spanish,  says,  in  his  letter,  dated  at  Boston  the  'M\  of  the  present  month, 
that  he  sailed  from  Cadiz  for  London,  loaded  with  wines,  oils,  cochineal,  and  fruits, 
on  the  account  and  at  the  risk  of  Spaniards,  and  that  he  was  stopped,  on  the  '21st  of 
December,  1778,  when  pursuing  his  A'oyage,  by  a  privateer  frigate,  with  the  flag  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  which  brought  him  to  Beverly  ;  that  having  learned 
that  the  owners  of  the  said  privateer  were  desirous  that  the  cargo  of  the  Spanish 
vessel  should  be  confiscated,  he  went  to  Boston,  where  the  court  of  justice  sits,  before 
which  he  appeared  on  the  2d  of  the  current  month,  not  knowing  at  that  time  but  he 
should  meet  with  the  same  fate  which  his  friend  Don  Joseph  de  Llanos  has  suffered 
with  regard  to  his  cargo,  which  was  condemned  on  the  2yfch  of  last  ]\L'ivch. 

I,  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  truly  certify  that  the  al)ove  was  extracted  from  the  letters 
which  the  Spanish  captains,  Don  Jt)seph  de  Llanos  and  Joachin  (Jarcia  de  Luca, 
wrote  to  me,  and  which  1  received  on  the  19th  current,  at  8  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Don  Juan  dk  Miralles. 

Philadelphia,  -Jj>n7  2l,  177U. 


A.  Lee  to  President  of  Congre.ss.* 

Paris,  April  26,  1779. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  between  a  Mr.  Petrie  and  mj- self 
will  inform  Conoress  that  Mr.  Ueane  bad  no  authority  for  the  accusa- 
tion made  against  me  of  having  written  a  letter  to  England  giving 
information  of  the  treaty  being  signed.  1  can  ijledge  my  honor  to  Con- 
gress  that  it  is  equally  groundless  with  regard  to  my  brother.  He  will 
trace  the  truth  to  its  fountain  as  fast  as  his  situation  will  permit. 

As  this  Mr.  Petrie  is  a  stockjobber  himself,  and  united  with  those 
Americans  here  who  are  in  the  same  line,  I  imagine  that  the  having 
imputed  the  intelligence  to  my  brother,  will  appear  upon  inquiry  to 
have  been  originally  a  trick  of  these  people,  such  as  is  very  common  in 
the  alley,  which  Mr.  Deaue  has  converted  into  a  criminal  accusation 
agaiust  me. 
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r  rely  upon  the  justice  of  Coni>iess  for  such  a  censure  of  liis  conduct 
as  it  deserves. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  Ihe  jjreatest  respect,  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  servant, 

Arthur  Lee.* 


Jay  to  Wabhington.t 

Philadelphia,  Airril  2C,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  questions  contained  in  your  favor  of  the  —  April 
instant  are  as  important  as  the  manner  of  introducing  them  is  delicate. 

While  the  maritime  affairs  of  the  continent  continue  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  committee  they  will  be  exposed  to  all  the  consequences  of 
want  of  system,  attention,  and  knowledge.  The  marine  committee  con- 
sists of  a  delegate  from  each  State.  It  fluctuates,  new  members  con- 
stantly coming  in  and  old  ones  going  out.  Three  or  four,  indeed,  have 
remained  in  it  from  the  beginning,  ani  few  members  understand  even 
the  state  of  our  naval  affairs,  or  have  time  or  inclination  to  attend  to 
them.  But  why  is  not  this  system  changed!  It  is,  in  my  opinion, 
inconvenient  to  the  family  compact-l  The  commercial  committer  was 
equally  useless.  A  proposition  was  made  lO  appoint  a  commercial 
agent  for  the  States  under  certain  regulations.  Opposition  was  made. 
The  ostensible  objections  were  various.  The  true  reason  was  its  inter- 
fering with  a  certain  commercial  agent  in  Europe  and  his  connections. 

You  will,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken,  find  Mr.  Gerard  disposed  to 
be  open  and  communicative.  He  has  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge 
of  our  affairs.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  he  will  use  it  to  our  preju- 
dice. There  is  as  much  intrigue  in  this  state-house  as  in  the  Vatican, 
but  as  little  secrecy  as  in  a  boarding  school.  It  mortifies  me  on  this 
occasion  to  reliect  tbat  the  rules  of  Cougress  on  the  subject  of  secrecy, 
whicli  are  far  too  general  and  perhaps  for  that  reason  more  frequently 
violated,  restrain  me  from  saying  twenty  things  to  you  which  have 
ceased  to  be  private. 

The  state  of  our  currency  is  really  serious.  When  or  by  what  means 
the  i)rogress  of  the  depreciation  will  be  i)revented  is  uncertain.  The 
subject  is  delicate,  but  the  conduct  of  some  men  really  indicates  at 
least  great  inuifl'erence  about  it.     It  will  not  be  many  days  before 


*As  to  W.  Lee's  dud  with  Petrie,  see  Introduction,  ^  177. 

t2  Jay's  Life,  47  ;  1  Corr.  and  Pub.  Papers  of  John  Jay,  'iOD. 

I  On  Feb.  28,  1778,  Williaui  Lee,  au  alderman  of  the  city  of  LonJon.aud  brother  to 
Artliur  and  Richard  H.  Lee,  took  charj^e,  by  order  of  Congress,  of  the  coniniercial 
agency  of  the  United  States  in  France,  one  of  liis  nei>bews  accompanying  bim  as 
clerk  (see  lutroduction,  (jS  153);  William  Lee  was  also  minister  to  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
a  nepbew  was  iu  the  commercial  agency,  and  Arthnr  Lee  was  still  titnlar  minister  to 
Spain. 
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measures  having-  a  great,  thongli  not  iininediate,  influence  on  tbis  sub- 
ject will  be  either  adopted  or  rejected.     I   shall  then  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  more  particular. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  April  2C',  1779. 

Gentlemen:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  last,  on  the  22d 
of  April,  nothing  material  has  happened.  An  account  of  tbe  signing 
of  the  peace  in  Germany  is  expected  here  daily. 

The  reenforcemeuts  sent  and  sending  out  to  the  army  against  you 
amount  to  about  eight  thousand  in  new  Scotch  levies  and  British  and 
German  recruits.  It  is  the  plan  of  the  British  ministry,  as  far  as  I  can 
learn,  to  make  great  exertions  in  this  campaign  both  against  the  United 
States  and  the  French  islands.  Their  war  against  you  will  in  all  prob 
ability  be  in  expeditions  against  different  parts. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Hezekiah  Ford,  who  has  served 
me  faithfully  for  eight  mouths  as  secretary.     He  will  give  you  the  best 
information  in  his  power  of  the  state  of  affairs  here,  t 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Deaiie  to  Holker.f 

Philadelphia,  April  2G,  1779. 
Sir:  I  was  this  day  surprised  to  hear  that,  in  a  memorial  you  had 
presented  to  Congress,  you  had  said  that  the  suits  of  clothes  furnished 
by  Messrs.  Sabbatier  &  Desprez  ought  not  to  cost  (or  did  not  cost) 
njore  than  32  or  34  livres  each,  delivered  in  the  ports  of  France.  Per- 
mit me  to  remind  you  that  these  clothes  were  transported  from  Paris 
and  the  other  places  where  they  were  made  up  to  the  seaports  at 
the  expense  of  the  commissioners;  that  they  cost  something  more 
than  34  livres,  exclusive  of  the  transportation,  as  I  am  positive  the 
accounts  themselves  will  show.  1  must  therefore  presume,  if  my  infor- 
mation is  righf^,  that  you  may  be  under  some  mistake  as  to  this  matter, 
and  therefore  pray  you,  if  you  have  the  copies  of  these  accounts,  that 
you  will  turn  to  them,  which  must  convince  you  of  it,  or  the  error  is 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  .554.  Arthur  Lee's  elaborate  at- 
tack  of  Apr.  27,  1779,  on  Deane  and  Franklin  is  in  No.  54  of  the  volumes  of  revolu- 
tionary records,  also  in  No.  83,  Vol.  2,  in  the  Department  of  State  ;  as  it  is  con- 
iinod  to  personal  criticism,  and  contains  no  matter  of  public  interest,  it  is  not  iu- 
cluded  in  this  note, 

t  As  to  Hezekiah  Ford's  treachery,  sec  siqjra,  Introduction,  ^S  1.50. 

1 1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  143. 
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with  ine;  for,  as  I  recollect  these  suits  of  clothes  cost,  when  delivered 
on  board,  nearest  3G  livres  on  an  average,  and  tliose  purchased  from 
Mons.  Monthieu  a  trifle  more,  and  those  from  M.  Coder,  which  were  of 
a  different  fashion,  considerably  nior^) ;  this  occasioned  my  saying  gen- 
erally, in  my  narrative  to  Congress,  that  the  suits  cost  32s.  or  33s.  ster- 
ling, of  which  difference  in  our  accounts  advantage  has  been  taken 
against  me,  though  I  spoke  generally,  referring  to  the  accounts  and  con- 
tracts themselves  to  correct  me  if  I  erred.  You  will  therefore  oblige 
me  by  explaining  the  above,  if  you  have  the  account,  or  if  you  recollect 
the  circumstances  of  that  transaction. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 

Silas  Deane. 


Holker  to  Deane.* 

Philadelphia,  Airril  20,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  tavor  of  this  date.  In  my 
memorial  to  Congress  I  said  that  each  complete  suit  ought  not  to  cost 
more  than  33  or  34  livres  (not  32  or  34),  delivered  in  the  seaports.  I 
spoke  totally  from  memoiy,  and  believe  I  have  made  a  mistake,  by  tak- 
ing the  price  in  Paris  or  Montpelier  for  the  price  at  which  they  would 
stand  at  the  seaports.  Admitting  my  error,  they  would  cost  no  more 
than  36  or  37  livres  the  suit,  according  to  the  best  calculation  I  can 
make  from  memory. 

J  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  sincerely,  etc., 

Holker. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

Philadelphia,  Ajjril  20,  1779. 
Sir  :  As  I  have  received  no  reply  to  my  letters  of  the  3()th  ultimo 
and  2d  instant,  I  take  the  liberty  of  applying  again  to  Congress  to  re- 
mind them  of  my  situation.  It  is  now  more  than  twelve  months  since, 
in  obedience  to  their  orders,  I  left  France  to  return  to  my  native 
country.  Having  employed  the  short  interval  between  the  receiving 
advice  of  my  recall  and  my  embarking  in  soliciting  essential  aid  and 
succor  for  these  States,  I  entered  on  my  voyage  with  the  pleasing  re- 
flection that  after  a  two  years'  faithful  service,  in  a  most  difficult  and 
embarrassed  negotiation,  the  issue  had  been  fortunate,  equal  to  my 
utmost  wishes ;  tiiat  the  supplies  I  had  procured  and  sent  out  had 
enabled  my  brave  countrymen  and  fellow  citizens  to  resist  and  humble 
the  enemy  ;  that  the  treaty  which  I  had  the  honor,  with  my  colleagues, 
to  conclude  had  engaged  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  generous  princes 


'  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  144. 
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in  the  world  to  guaranty  the  liberties  and  independence  of  these 
States. 

The  great  and  seasonable  aid  sent  out  by  him,  with  which  (after 
having  received  the  most  honorable  testimonials  of  his  approbation 
and  even  of  his  esteem,  as  well  as  that  of  his  ministers  and  of  my  late 
colleague  and  friend  Dr.  Franklin),  I  had  the  honor  to  embark,  gave 
me  in  prospect  the  completion  of  my  most  sanguine  hopes — the  total 
reduction  of  the  British  force  in  North  America.  Unfortunately  the 
length  of  our  passage  defeated  the  most  essential  objects  of  this  great 
and  well-concerted  enterprise.  Extensive  and  imj^ortant  services  were 
however  thereby  rendered,  on  which  I  need  not  be  particular.  Im- 
mediately on  my  landing  in  America  I  repaired  with  all  possible  dispatch 
to  Congress  to  inform  them  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe,  which  I  had 
been  advised  by  their  resolution  was  the  business  I  was  ordered  to 
return  upon.  Between  my  arrival  in  this  city,  on  the  13th  of  July, 
and  my  audience  before  Congress  on  the  21st  of  August,  I  was  informed 
that  the  minds  of  some  of  my  countrymen  were  prejudiced  against  me, 
and  that  insinuations  were  industriously  circulated  to  aft'ect  others  ;  I 
therefore  took  the  earliest  oi)portuuity  given  me,  and  after  having  laid 
before  Congress  a  general  state  of  foreign  affaiis  and  of  my  proceedings, 
to  request  that  if  anything  had  been  laid  to  my  charge  or  suggested  to 
my  disadvantage  I  might  be  made  acquainted  therewith,  for  that  it 
was  probable  that  in  tbe  difficult,  complicated,  and  embarrassed  scenes 
1  had  gone  through  many  things  might  require  ex[)Ianation.  1  received 
no  reply,  and  continuing  to  solicit  to  have  the  business  I  returned  upon 
concluded,  I  was  informed  that  an  honorable  member  produced  in 
Congress  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  a  i)rivate  gentleman  respecting 
a  conversation  which  passed  between  him  and  the  honorable  Mr.  Car- 
michael  which  implied  a  censure  on  my  conduct.  On  the  2Gth  of  Sep- 
tember Mr,  Secretary  Thomson  acquainted  me  with  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  that  day,  to  postpone  further  consideration  of  my  requests 
until  the  examination  of  William  Carmichael. 

What  the  result  of  that  examination  was  I  never  knew,  but  having 
waited  some  days,  the  urgent  necessity  for  my  speedy  leturn  pressing 
on  me,  I  applied  again,  and  repeatedly,  that  I  might  tinish  the  business 
upon  which  I  had  been  sent  for.  Days  were  repeatedly  appointed  for 
that  i)urpose,  and  T  must  supjjose  business  of  more  iuii)ortan(;e  jire- 
vented.  In  those  letters  I  laid  before  Congress  the  unsettled  state  in 
which  I  had,  by  my  sudden  departure,  been  obliged  to  leave  the  ac- 
counts and  other  mercantile  transactions  of  the  commissioners,  and 
pointed  out  the  injuries  which  the  public  must  suffer  by  a  delay  of 
their  settlement,  as  well  as  the  personal  inconveniences  I  must  be  sub- 
jected to  whilst  they  remained  unsettled.  To  these  letters  I  beg  leave 
to  refer.  In  October  extracts  from  letters  from  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  and 
Mr.  Izard  were,  by  order  of  Congress,  delivered  to  me,  to  which  I  re- 
plied at  large  on  the  r2lh  and  22d  of  the  same  mouth  ;  my  letters  are 
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still  before  Congress,  and  to  tliem  I  refer,  particularly  to  that  of  the 
12tli,  which  closes  in  tliese  words: 

"As  in  commercial  transactions  there  are  but  two  sides  to  an  ac- 
count, and  everything  goes  to  the  debit  or  credit,  the  folio  for  profit  or 
loss,  so  must  I  solicit  that  Dr.  Franklin  and  the  honorable  Mr,  Adams  may 
be  directed  to  see  the  settlement  of  all  those  accounts  immediately  on 
my  return  to  Paris;  and  as  there  has  been  a  charge  made  by  Mr.  Lee  of 
profusion,  of  extravagant  contracts,  and  the  like,  that  those  gentlemen 
be  authorized  to  submit  those  accounts,  with  every  allegation  of  tlse 
kind,  to  the  adjustment  and  determination  of  gentlemen  of  ability  and 
character  on  the  spot,  and  that  orders  maj'  be  given  that  whatever  may 
be  found  due  from  the  commissioners,  or  either  of  them,  may  be  in- 
stantly paid  into  the  hands  of  the  banker  for  Congress,  and  that,  in 
like  manner,  said  banker  may  be  ordered  to  pa}'  whatever  may  be  the 
balance  to  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  same  shall  be  found.  By  this 
means  truth  will  be  demonstrated  and  justice  done,  which  is  all  I  have 
ever  wished  for." 

In  December  last  I  was  directed  to  lay  before  Congress  in  writing 
a  narrative  of  my  proceedings  wliilst  their  commercial  and  political 
agent,  etc.*  I  must  ask  leave  to  refer  to  that  narrative  at  large,  as  many 
of  the  honorable  members  then  in  Congress  are  now  absent,  and  the 
representatives  of  several  of  the  States  entirely  changed.  On  a  refer- 
ence it  will  be  found  that  I  again  solicited  for  as  early  a  decision  as  pos- 
sible on  my  conduce,  that  the  most  thorough  examination  might  be 
made,  and  to  demonstrate  what  my  commercial  conduct  had  been  whilst 
the  agent  of  these  States,  that  my  accounts  might  be  put  in  the  way 
of  being  settled  without  delay,  that  the  part  I  had  acted  and  the  sta- 
tion I  had  been  in  could  not  be  considered  as  a  neutral  or  indifferent 
one,  and  tliat  approbation  or  censure  was  my  due,  etc.  When  I  was 
favored  with  tliat  audience,  I  flattered  myself  that  the  delays  I  had  met 
with  had  given  ample  time  for  the  most  full  and  perfect  scrutiny  into 
every  part  of  my  conduct,  and  that  if  any  charges  were  to  be  brought 
against  auy  i)art  of  my  conduct  I  should  then  be  informed  of  them.  I 
therefore  again  requested  to  know  if  tliere  were  any.  I  was  informed 
of  none.  Soon  after  I  was  told  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ex- 
amine into  and  report  on  foreign  affairs.  I  previously  informed  Con- 
gress that  I  had  no  copies  of  the  letters  wrote  to  them  by  the  commis- 
sioners from  Paris;  that  Dr.  Franklin  took  the  care  of  them,  and 
that,  my  having  no  apprehension  of  being  questioned  on  them,  I  had 
not  taken  duplicates  with  me,  therefore  requested  tliat  I  might  have 
copies  of  them,  that  I  might  explain  anything  which  might  at  first  sight 
appear  dubious  or  contradictory. 

*For  Deane's  Narrative,  see  Silas  De.ane  in  France  (Philadelphia,  1855),  17.  At 
page  151  of  the  same  puLlicatiou  is  given  a  letter  of  Arthur  Lee  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  dated  February  10,  1779,  in  reply  to  Deane's  Letter  to  the  American  People, 
dated  December  5,  177H. 
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I  afterwards  applied  to  the  members  of  the  honorable  committee, 
desiring  that  if  in  the  course  of  their  examination  anything  should 
appear  doubtful,  or  such  as  might  support  a  charge  against  any  part  of 
my  conduct,  I  might  be  heard  before  any  report  should  be  made.  I  did 
not  receive  copies  of  the  letters,  nor  was  lever  called  upon  by  the  com- 
mittee, who,  I  am  informed,  have  made  their  rej^ort,  as  to  which  I  am 
wholly  uninformed.  Soon  after  this  report  was  delivered  to  Congress, 
having  been  persecuted  in  the  ijublic  papers  for  several  months  in  the 
most  scandalous,  virulent,  and  licentious  manner,  and  accused  before 
the  public  of  crimes  of  the  blackest  complexion,  I  again  addressed  my- 
self to  Congress,  and,  as  their  servant,  claimed  their  protection,  and  that 
I  might  be  heard  in  the  most  public  manner,  or  in  any  other  way  they 
thought  proper.  This  letter  of  the  30th  of  March  remains  unanswered, 
and  I  now  pray  the  contents  of  it  may  be  considered.  The  part  1  acted 
as  political  agent  and  commissioner  for  Congress  is  well  known,  and 
may  be  judged  of  with  certainty  at  this  time,  and  the  settlement  of  mine 
and  the  commissioners'  accounts  (which  I  have  repeatedly  solicited) 
will  demonstrate  what  my  commercial  conduct  has  been.  If,  in  the  com- 
mercial, I  havenotacted  with  prudence  and  integrity;  if  T  have  neglected 
to  supply  these  States  with  stores  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  and  have 
either  wasted  or  embezzled  the  public  moneys,  the  interest  of  the  public 
requires  that  speedy  justice  be  done,  and  the  settlement  of  the  commis- 
sioners' accounts  will  at  once  acquit  or  condemn  me.  If,  in  my  political 
department,  I  have  in  anj^  instance  neglected  or  betrayed  the  interests 
of  my  country;  if  I  have  conducted  weakly  or  wickedly,  or  both,  the 
public  ought  to  know  it,  and  I  ought  to  be  punished.  If,  on  the  con- 
trary, I  sacrificed  all  private  considerations,  and  put  my  life,  as  well  as 
fortune,  to  the  hazard  to  procure  relief  and  assistance  for  these  States 
from  abroad;  if,  unsupported  by  remittances  from  hence,  without  credit 
or  friends,  and  a  stranger  to  the  language  and  manners  of  the  country  I 
was  sent  to  negotiate  in,  I  surmounted  every  obstacle,  and  in  a  few 
months  obtained  and  sent  out  large  supplies  ;  if  I  was  assiduous  and 
indefatigable  for  the  space  of  near  two  years  in  France  in  the  com- 
mercial as  well  as  political  affairs  of  these  States,  at  times  even  to  my 
personal  danger ;  if,  so  far  from  having  embezzled  the  public  moneys, 
I  neglected  ray  private  fortune,  and  received  nothing  but  my  necessary 
expenses  whilst  transacting  this  business;  if  a  principal  share  of  the 
political  negotiations  fell  on  me;  and  if,  jointly  with  my  colleagues,  I 
brought  them  to  a  happy  and  honorable  issue  and  individually  ac- 
quired the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  his 
ministers,  as  well  as  of  the  nation  in  general;  and  if,  at  my  private 
solicitations  (in  part)  after  my  recall,  a  strong  fleet  and  armament  were 
sent  out  to  the  relief  of  these  States ;— if  these  are  facts,  which  they  cer- 
tainly are,  and  the  greater  part  of  them  long  since  fully  ascertained 
and  the  others  ascertainable  by  the  settlement  of  the  commissioners' 
accounts  (which  I  have  from  the  first  requested),  I  flatter  myself  jus- 
tice will  be  done  by  Congress,  and  that  the  artifices  of  interested  and 
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wicked  men  will  not  prevail  to  delay  it,  and  thereby  iujure  the  public 
aud  their  servant  more  essentially  than  injustice  itself  would  do. 

I  therefore,  with  the  sensibility  of  an  innocent  yet  injured  man,  and 
with  the  firmness  of  a  free,  independent  citizen,  ask  for  justice,  fully 
confident  that  Congress  will  not  refuse  or  delay  it.  I  owe  too  much  to 
those  great  personages  who  generously  patronized  and  i)rotected  me  iu 
Europe,  to  my  countrymen,  and  to  myself  to  suffer  my  character  and 
conduct  to  remain  longer  under  any  uncertainty.  When  the  part  1 
acted  abroad  iu  the  service  of  these  States,  my  recall,  the  circumstauces 
of  my  return,  my  reception,  and  the  delays  I  have  since  met  with,  are 
reviewed,  I  thiuk  my  case  will  be  found  peculiar. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  repeat  that  my  services  have  been  in  two  depart- 
ments— political  aud  commercial.  Everything  respecting  the  first  is 
already  well  known  ;  the  closing  of  the  accounts  will  demonstrate  what 
the  latter  has  been.  On  the  first,  Congress  is  now  able  to  judgej  justice 
to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  myself,  calls  for  their  determination.  If 
there  are  charges  against  me  in  either  of  the  characters  I  have  sup- 
ported, I  must  consider  myself  eutitled  to  know  what  they  are  and  to 
be  permitted  to  answer. 

I  can  not  close  this  letter  without  complaining  to  Congress  of  the 
abuse  I  have  met  with  in  the  public  papers  from  a  writer  who  was 
lately  their  confidential  servant,  and  who  has  abused  their  confidence 
to  deceive  and  impose  on  the  free  citizens  of  these  States  and  to  injure 
me  in  the  public  opinion;  also  of  the  partial  and  injurious  manner  iu 
which  I  have  been  treated  by  others  who,  deeply  interested  by  family 
and  other  connections  to  support  my  enemies,  represent  my  conduct, 
and  the  letters  written  by  the  commissioners  and  myself  as  inconsistent 
and  contradictory,  whilst  I  remain  deprived  of  any  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain them.  My  utmost  ambition  and  wishes  have  ever  been  to  serve 
these  States,  and  to  merit  the  title  of  their  faithful  and  approved  ser- 
vant; nothing  can  deprive  me  of  the  consciousness  of  having  served 
faithfully  and  with  integrity.  If  my  country  have  no  further  service 
for  me,  my  first  object,  as  well  as  my  duty,  must  be  to  justify  my  con- 
duct, and  to  rescue  m^-  reputation  and  character  from  the  injury  and 
abuse  of  wicked  men  ;  and  to  do  this  I  again  ask  of  Congress,  what  I 
consider  as  my  right,  their  decision  on  my  conduct  as  their  servant; 
and  if  any  part  thereof  is  questioned,  I  may  be  permitted  to  explain 
aud  vindicate  the  same,  which  I  have  often  said,  and  again  repeat,  the 
settlement  of  the  commissioners'  accounts  will  enable  me  to  do,  even 
to  mathematical  demonstration.  Any  further  delay  in  my  case  must 
have  all  the  consequences  of  a  refusal  and  as  I  have  ever  relied  with 
confidence  on  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  long  waited  their  decision, 
I  flatter  myself  it  will  no  longer  be  postponed.  I  shall  leave  Philadel- 
phia in  the  course  of  this  week  on  my  private  affairs,  and  wish  to  do  it 
as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 
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Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Philadelphia,  Ai^ril  27,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  beard  yesterday,  by  accident,  tbat  an  lionorable  gentleman  in 
Congress  bad  made  a  calculation  from  tbe  general  account  wbicb  I  gave 
in  my  narrative  of  tbe  price  of  tbe  clotbes  I  purcbased  in  France  and 
tbat  given  by  M.  Holker  in  a  memorial  of  iiis,  and  bad  drawn  conse- 
quences very  injurious  to  me  tberefrom.  In  my  narrative,  I  informed 
Congress  tbat  tbe  clotbes  cost  32s.  or  33s.  sterling  complete,  delivered 
on  board.  Tbis  was  nearly  tbe  average  price,  and  of  tbat  and  not 
of  tbe  particular,  I  spoke.  Tbirty-two  sbillings  sterling  is  equal 
to  36  livres  11  sols  5  deniers.  Tbe  clotbes  bougbt  of  Messrs.  Sab- 
batier  &  Desprez  cost  36  livres,  nearest,  delivered  on  board;  tbose 
of  Mons.  Moutbieu  a  few  sols  more;  tbose  by  Mr.  Williams,  tbe  same, 
uearly  as  I  recollect;  and  about  a  tbousaud  suits  of  M.  Coder,  of  a  dif- 
ferent fasbiou,  more  tban  40  livres  eacb.  I  bave  before  related  to  (Con- 
gress tbat  Mr.  Lee  bimself  approved  of  tbese  purcbases,  baving  been 
present  at  tbe  contracting  for  a  part  of  tbein — tbose  of  M.  Coder  in  par- 
ticular— and  bad  signed  tbe  settlement  of  tbe  accounts  and  orders  or 
drafts  for  tbe  money.  " 

Surprised  at  tbe  calculation  made  and  tbe  injurious  inferences  drawn 
tberefrom,  I  wrote  to  M.  Holker  tbe  enclosed  letter,  and  received  bis 
answer  tbereto,  a  copy  of  wbicb  1  take  tbe  liberty  of  enclosing.  Tbircy- 
seven  livres  being  equal  to  32*.  ^d.  sterling,  it  is  evident  tbat  tbe 
calculation  made  is  wrong,  even  if  1  bad  fixed  tbe  price  positively  at 
32s.  or  33.S.  sterling. 

I  will  not  trouble  Congress  at  present  witb  anj^  furtber  observations 
on  tbe  subject,  but  am,  witb  mucb  respect,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.t 

Passy,  April  28,  1779. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  your  excellency  a  letter  I  bave  just  received 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Bingbam,  agent  of  tbeCongress  at  Martinique,  complain- 
ing of  tbe  proceedings  of  tbe  judge  of  tbe  admiralty  tbere,  relating  to 
an  Englisb  privateer  brougbt  tbitber  by  some  American  seamen,  who 
bave  not  only  been  deprived  of  tbeir  prize,  but  are  thrown  into  i)rison. 

The  King  of  England  baving  given  encouragement  to  all  seamen  in 
tbe  service  of  tbe  United  States  or  in  tbe  service  of  tbeir  mercbants 
to  seize  tbe  vessels  tbey  were  employed  in  and  bring  tbem  to  England, 
promising  to  divide  tbe  value  of  sucb  vessels  and  cargoes  among  the 
seamen  wbosbould  effect  sucb  seizure — wbicb  encouragement  produced 


*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  14:i. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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very  mischievous  effects  aud  occ  asioiied  the  loss  of  many  vessels  belong- 
iug  to  the  subjects  of  the  States  aud  bouud  for  France — the  Congress, 
after  remonstrating  in  vain  against  so  irregular  a  practice  as  that  of 
enticing  servants  to  betray  their  trust,  found  it  necessary  to  make 
reprisals  in  the  same  way,  and  accordingly  passed  an  act  promising 
the  same  rewards  to  those  seamen  who  should  seize  and  bring  in  any 
English  ship  they  might  be  on  board  of.  This  priv^ateer  was  taken  in 
consequence;  aud  as  1  look  upon  that  act  of  Congress  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  a  general  commission,  1  apprehend  that  the  capture  was  duly 
made,  and  that  the  captors  have  a  just  title  to  the  prize.  I  therefore 
request  your  excellency's  protection  in  behalf  of  those  poor  American 
seamen,  and  that  an  order  may  be  sent  to  discharge  them  from  tlieir 
imprisonment  and  deliver  to  them  the  value  of  the  prize  in  question. 
With  great  respect  I  am,  etc. 


Franklin. — Instructions   to  John   Paul   Jones,   Commander  of  the   American 
Squadron  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  now  in  the  Port  of  L'Orient.* 

First.  His  majesty  having  been  pleased  to  grant  some  troops  for  a 
particular  expedition,  proposed  to  annoy  our  common  enemy,  in  wliich 
the  sea  force  under  your  command  might  have  an  opportunity  of  dis- 
tinguishing itself,  you  are  to  receive  on  board  the  ships  of  war  and  the 
other  vessels  destined  for  that  purpose  the  troops  that  shall  present 
themselves  to  you,  afford  them  such  accommodation  as  may  be  most 
l)roper  for  preserving  their  health,  and  convey  them  to  such  port  or 
place  as  their  commander  shall  desire  to  land  them  at. 

Second.  Wiien  the  troops  are  landed,  you  are  to  aid  by  all  means  in 
your  power  their  operations,  as  they  will  be  instructed  in  like  manner 
to  aid  and  sup|)ort  those  you  may  make  with  your  ships,  that  so,  by 
this  concurrence  and  uuion  of  your  different  forces,  all  that  such  a  com- 
pounded strength  is  capable  of  may  be  effected. 

Third.  Yon  are,  during  the  expedition,  never  to  depart  from  the 
troops  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect  them  in  case  of  a  repulse  ;  and  in 
all  events  you  are  to  endeavor  to  effect  their  complete  reiimbarkation 
on  board  the  ships  and  transports  under  your  command  when  the  ex- 
pedition shall  be  ended. 

Fourth.  You  are  to  bring  to  France  all  the  English  seamen  you  may 
happen  to  take  prisoners,  in  order  to  complete  the  good  work  you  have 
already  made  such  progress  in,  of  delivering,  by  an  exchange,  the  rest 
of  our  countrymen  now  languishing  in  the  jails  of  Great  Britain. 

Fifth.  As  many  of  your  officers  and  people  have  lately  escaped  from 
English  prisons  either  in  Europe  or  America,  yon  are  to  be  particu- 
larly attentive  to  their  conduct  towards  the  prisoners  which  the  fortune 
of  war  may  throw  into  your  hands,  lest  resentment  of  the  more  than 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Kcv.  Corr.,  56  ;  G  Bigelow's  Frankliu,  3ti6, 
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barbarous  usage  by  the  Euglisli  in  many  places  towards  the  Americans 
should  occasion  a  retaliation,  and  an  imitation  of  what  ought  rather  to 
be  detested  and  avoided  for  the  sake  of  humanity  and  for  the  honor 
of  our  country. 

Sixth.  In  the  same  view,  although  the  English  have  burnt  wantonly 
many  defenseless  towns  in  America,  you  are  not  to  follow  this  examjile 
unless  where  a  reasonable  ransom  is  refused,  in  which  case  your  own 
generous  feelings,  as  well  as  this  instruction,  will  induce  you  to  give 
timely  notice  of  your  intention,  that  sick  and  ancient  persons,  women, 
and  children,  may  be  first  removed. 
Done  at  Passy  the  28th  day  of  April,  1771). 

B.  Franklin, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  France. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

The  Hague,  April  29,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  In  all  this  month  nothing  has  passed  remarkable  here, 
unless  it  be  the  memorial  presented  by  the  English  ambassador.  But 
in  this  interval  I  have  taken  part  in  a  secret  operation,  which  liis  con- 
tided  the  credit  and  secrets  of  America  to  a  house  at  Amsterdam  truly 
patriotic  and  not  suspected  of  collusion  with  the  enemy.  Dr.  Franklin 
is  fully  apprised  of  it  all. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  him  : 

The  States  of  the  Proviuce  of  Holland  have  assembled  here  this  morning.  It  is 
only  an  ordinary  session  ;  and  onr  friend  said  to  me  pleasantly,  "  We  hare  only  come 
to  hold  the  fair."  He  foresees  also  thai  the  resolntiou  of  the  States-General,  as  to  con- 
voy, will  not  be  snch  as  to  engage  France  to  revoke  or  mitigate  her  hist  edict  of  navi- 
gation. One  of  the  first  houses  of  Amsterdam,  and  whose  predilection  for  England  is 
known,  has  sold  £60,000  of  English  funds.  This  has  revived  the  idea  of  a  declara- 
tion from  Spain,  and  has  depressed  the  English  funds  at  Amsterdam  from  '.i  to  4  per 
cent.  There  is  a  show<'r  of  pan>phlets  here,  both  in  French  and  Dutch,  against  the 
last  memoir  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke. 

For  a  long  time,  gentlemen,  we  have  heard  nothing  here  of  American 
affairs  but  through  the  wicked  channel  of  your  enen)ies,  who  do  not 
cease  to  paint  the  Americans  as  a  people  disunited  and  discordant. 
These  eternal  repetitions,  and  their  pretended  success  in  Georgia,  do 
not  fail  to  disquiet  your  friends  and  to  embarrass  all  my  endeavors. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

DtlMAS. 
*  MSS.  Dep.  of  States  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr  ,  201. 
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Congress — Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad.* 
[See  siqn-a,  Marfli  'J7,  April  15,  April  20, 1779.  J 

April  30, 1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  cousideration  of  tlie  report  on  foreign  affairs; 
and  the  question  under  debate  being  stated,  viz  :  Shall  Arthur  Lee,  esq., 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  he  recalled, 

Mr.  Paca  arose  and  informed  the  house  that  he  had  important  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  of  the  said  report,  which  he  woukl  communicate 
agreeably  to  the  order  of  the  house.  He  then  proceeded  to  hiy  on  the 
table  a  paper  signed  by  himself  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Drayton,  containing  in- 
telligence respecting  Arthur  Lee,  esq.,  which  was  read. 

PACA  AND    DRAYTON-STATEMENT  TO   CONGRESS    APRIL    30,  1779,  AS  TO  ARTHUR 

LEE.t 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
liave  tlie  honor  to  inform  the  said  Congress— 

That  upon  good  grounds  having  been  led  to  believe  that  the  conduct  of  Arthur  Lee, 
esq.,  late  one  of  the  commissioners  representing  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  and  now  sole  commissioner  to  represent  the  said  States  at  the  court  of 
Madrid,  was  disgustful  to  those  courts,  unconciliatory  to  their  subjects,  and  prejudi- 
cial to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  said  States,  they  were  astonished  to  hear  an  asser- 
tion made  in  Congressou  the  15th  iustant  by  an  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
Bay,  as  from  the  highest  authority  in  America,  that  the  said  commissioner  is  possessed 
of  the  confidence  of  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  since  another  assertion  by  another 
honorable  member  from  the  same  State,  that  the  said  commissioner  is  the  most  proper 
person  to  represent  the  said  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  assertions  which,  being 
made  in  the  debates  upon  foreign  affairs,  were  made  toiutlueuce  Congress  to  continue 
the  said  Arthur  Lee,  esq.,  as  the  public  minister  of  the  said  United  States  to  the 
court  of  Madrid  at  the  expected  negotiations  for  a  general  pacification  under  the 
mediation  of  that  court. 

That  the  undersigned,  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  in  such  an  important  con- 
juncture the  minister  to  represent  the  said  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid  ought  not 
to  be  disagreeable  to  that  court,  nor  to  the  conrt  of  Versailles,  in  faithful  alliance 
■with  these  States,  and  that  the  interest  of  the  said  States  demanded  that  it  should 
be  precisely  ascertained  whether  or  not  the  said  commissioner  was  disagreeable  to 
the  said  courts,  for  certain  information  upon  this  point  they  have,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  been  compelled  to  apply  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Frauce, 
residing  near  Congress,  as  the  highest  source  of  informatiou  iu  America. 

That,  inconsequence  of  such  application,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  produced  to 
the  undersigned  an  original  letter  to  him  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  minister  for 
foreign  affairs  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  dated  the  29th  of  October,  1778,  in  which, 
after  having  stated  the  intelligence  wdiich  has  been  communicated  to  Congress  by 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  in  February  last,  and  after  having  assigned  some  reasons 
for  not  having  communicated  that  intelligence  to  the  American  commissioners  in 
Paris,  the  Count  de  Vergennes  concludes  iu  these  terms  :  "  Je  vous  avouerai  d'ailleurs 
que  Je  crains  M.  Lee,  ses  entours  "—Besides,  I  confess  to  you  that  I  fear  Mr.  Lee  and 
those  about  him. 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  added  that  this  cousideration  induced  the  court 
of  Versailles  to  keep  secret  from  the  said  commissioners  the  intended  sailing  of  the 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  printed  secret  journals  of  Congress. 
I  Lee  MSS.,  Harvard  library. 


148  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESrONDENCE. 

Count  d'Estaing  for  America  iiutil  bis  fleet  was  ready  to  put  to  sea  ;  that  the  said 
comraissiouer,  by  his  conduct  on  several  occasions,  created  the  highest  disgust  in  the 
court  of  Versailles  against  him  ;  that  the  court  of  Madrid,  in  the  closest  connection 
with  that  of  Versailles,  entertained  the  same  sentiments  respecting  the  said  commis- 
sioner, not  only  on  account  of  his  conduct  on  those  occasions,  but  because  of  his  im- 
prudent conduct  in  Spain;  and,  in  a  word,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  expressly 
declared  that  he  has  every  reason  to  think  that  neither  of  those  courts  have  that  con- 
fidence in  the  said  commissioner  which  is  necessary  to  give  success  to  the  negotia- 
tions of  a  foreign  minister. 

The  undersigned,  having  received  such  decisive  information  from  the  minister  of 
France,  with  liberty  to  communicate  it  to  Congress,  think  it  is  their  indispensable 
duty  to  the  United  States  and  to  themselves  to  lay  the  same  explicitly  before  this, 
the  supreme  council  of  America ;  to  the  end  that  they  may  not  be  misled  to  con- 
tinue the  said  commissioner  as  the  representative  of  these  Uuited  States  at  a  court 
in  the  highest  manner  disgusted  at  his  conduct,  and  at  which,  of  consequence,  his 
negotiations  must  be  unsuccessful.  But  if,  unfortunately,  it  shall  be  disregarded, 
they  will  have  the  consolation  to  reflect  that  in  giving  this  information  they  dis- 
charged their  duty  to  the  United  States;  and  that,  having  given  it,  they  can  not 
justly  be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  a  measure  but  too  likely  to  prove 
unconciliatory  abroad,  ruinous  to  the  public  finances  at  home,  and  an  impediment 
to  a  speedy  and  honorable    pacification  securing  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  of  North  America. 

Wm.  Paca. 

Wm.  Hy.  Dkayton. 

(Indorsed:)  Information  of  Mr.  Paca  and  Mr.  Wm.  Ily.  Drayton  respecting  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee,  laid  on  the  table  and  read  April  30,  1779. 

After  debate  the  house  adjourued.* 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress,! 

Philadelphia,  April  30, 1Y79. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  Monday  last  1  mentioned  my  intention  to  leave 
town  in  the  course  of  the  week.  1  am  now  waiting  for  no  other  purpose 
but  to  know  if  Congess  will  take  notice  of  the  requests  I  have  so  often 
troubled  them  with.  The  circumstances  under  which  I  left  France,  in 
obedience  to  their  orders,  and  with  a  view  of  promoting  their  service 
in  the  greatest  and  most  essential  manner  (it  is  well  known),  rendered 
it  impossible  to  have  the  accounts  of  the  commissioners  and  my  own, 
connected  immediately  with  theirs,  settled  and  closed,  so  that  the 
vouchers  could  be  procured  and  brought  out  with  me.  But  a  few  days 
passed  between  the  knowledge  of  my  recall  and  of  my  actual  setting 
out  on  my  return. 

One  condition  of  sending  out  the  Toulon  fleet  and  of  my  embarking 
in  it  was  that  the  most  profound  secrecy  should  be  observed  and  the 
greatest  dispatch  made.  The  king's  ministers  did  not  think  fit  to  com- 
municate this  secret  to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Lee,  nor  did  they  leave  me 

*  See  infra,  May  3,  1779. 
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at  liberty  to  do  it.  I  Lad  as  little  giouuds  for  coufidence  in  that  geutle- 
man  as  the  ministers  had;  and  it  is  evident  from  their  letters  and 
declarations  that  they  never  had  any.  Yet  such  is  my  peculiar  situa- 
tion that  I  find  myself  blamed  and  censured  by  many  in  Congress,  as 
well  as  out,  for-  not  having  performed  an  impossibility,  and  am  repre- 
sented as  a  defaulter,  and  as  having  misapplied  or  embezzled  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  at  once  to  prevent  my  future  usefulness  to  my  country  and  to 
the  ruin  of  my  private  fortune  and  character.  Thus  situated,  I  can  but 
appeal  once  more  to  the  justice  of  Congress,  and  remind  them  that  I 
brought  with  me  and  delivered  them  (it  is  now  more  than  seven  months 
since),  an  account  from  under  the  banker's  hands  of  all  the  moneys  re- 
ceived and  paid  out  by  him  and  to  whom  paid ;  that  in  my  letter  of  the 
12th  of  October  I  explained  to  Congress  for  what  purposes  those  pay- 
ments were  made,  and  in  my  answers  to  Mr.  Lee's  objections  to  these  con- 
tracts that  I  proved  him  to  have  been  acquainted  with  them,  and  that 
he  signed  himself  the  orders  for  the  money  for  the  greater  part  of  them. 
I  am  informed  by  several  honorable  gentlemen  in  Congress  that  many 
of  the  members,  from  their  absence  at  the  time,  or  from  their  taking 
their  seats  since  the  delivering  in  of  that  account  and  my  letter  of  the 
12th  of  October,  are  to  this  moment  uninformed  of  either.  This  obliges 
me  to  refer  to  them  at  this  time;  and  though  1  have  not  the  vouchers 
to  support  every  article,  yet  I  will  cheerfully  put  my  reputation  as  a 
merchant,  as  an  honest  man,  and  as  a  frugal  servant  of  the  public,  on 
the  examination  of  those  accounts,  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  taken  at  the  same  tims  to  be  considered. 

That  account  commences  in  February,  1777,  and  ends  the  27th  day  of 
March,  1778,  three  days  before  my  leaving  Paris.  It  will  show  that 
the  whole  amount  of  the  moneys  received  by  the  commissioners  was 
3,753,250  livres,  and  their  expenditures  4,016,988  livres  7  sols;  and  by 
the  general  state  of  the  account  delivered  the  12th  of  October  it  ap- 
pears for  what  those  expenditures  were  made.  After  deducting  the 
sums  paid  for  large  contracts  for  supplies,  etc.,  which  are  particularized, 
there  will  be  left  219,250  livres  1  sol  11  deniers,  equal  to  £9,644  8s. 
7^d.  sterling,  for  the  commissioners'  expenses  for  almost  fifteen  months 
and  for  lesser  purchases  and  for  a  variety  of  services  not  possible  to 
be  particularized  without  the  accounts  at  large.  I  might  with  safety 
rest  this  whole  sum  on  the  score  of  the  commissioners'  expenses  for  this 
space  of  time  and  support  it  on  Mr.  Lee's  letter  to  Congress,  in  which 
he  says  that  Mr.  Adams  and  himself  were  fully  convinced  that  they 
could  not  live  at  Paris  under  £3,000  sterling  (or  about  70,000  livres) 
each  annually.  Had  the  commissioners  expended  at  that  rate  from 
February,  1777,  to  March,  1778,  the  whole  of  the  sum  would  be  no  more 
than  a  sufficiency  to  supply  their  expenses ;  but  this  was  not  the  case. 
The  commissioners,  in  the  whole,  received  out  of  it  the  sum  of  115,480 
livres  5  sols  6  deniers  for  their  expenses  and  private  disbursements, 
as  will  appear  by  the  account  enclosed.  Of  this  Dr.  Franklin  received 
27,841  livres,  Mr.  Lee  52,039  livres  5  sols  9  deniers,  and  myself  35,600 
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livre.s.  It  is  true,  at  the  same  time,  that  Mr.  Lee  had  iu  his  hands  the 
whole  of  the  money  received  from  Spain,  which  he  disposed  of  without 
the  interference  of  the  other  commissioners. 

I  appeal  to  the  honorable  gentlemen  in  Congress  then  present,  and 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  our  mode  and  style  of  living,  to  inform 
Congress  on  which  of  the  commissioners  the  greatest  expense  of  pro- 
viding for  and  entertaining  the  Americans  who  visited  them  at  Paris, 
or  who  escaped  from  prison  in  England  and  applied  for  relief,  fell.  I 
lay  this  general  state  before  Congress,  to  convince  them  how  very  far  I 
was  from  being  prodigal  of  the  public  moneys,  and  that  the  accounts 
delivered,  general  as  they  are,  are  sufficient  to  exculpate  me  from  every 
charge  of  peculation  or  extravagance.  My  future  reputation  and  for- 
tune depend  much  on  my  mercantile  character  in  these  transactions, 
and  I  rely  on  the  justice  of  Congress  to  i)revent  its  being  any  longer 
undeservedly  sported  with,  vilified,  and  abused. 

Under  the  load  of  calumny  and  abuse  I  have  for  some  months  sus- 
tained I  have  had  this  consolation,  that  the  services  I  had  rendered  my 
country  had  been  long  since  sensibly  felt  by  them  and  that  they  would 
one  day  be  acknowledged;  but,  when  returning  to  the  character  of  a 
private  citizen  in  the  mercantile  line,  I  can  not  sit  down  easy  under 
imputations  injurious  to  my  character. 

I  have  long  since  requested  to  have  these  accounts  examined  into  on 
the  spot,  where  only  a  full  and  minute  investigation  can  be  made,  and 
that  they  should  be  settled  as  justice  required.  I  now  repeat  my  re- 
quest, and  that  previous  thereto  the  accounts  laid  before  Congress  be 
examined,  from  which  alone  it  will  appear  if  there  be  any  ground  even 
for  suspicion,  and  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  obviate,  if  iu  my  powei-, 
here  any  objections  that  may  be  made.  The  mode  in  which  the  moneys 
were  received  for  the  commissioners'  use  at  Paris,  the  source  from  whence 
they  came,  with  other  circumstances  relative,  are  such  that  I  have  not 
thought  it  consistent  with  the  interest,  the  policy,  or  even  the  delicacy 
of  Congress  or  others  to  lay  the  case  at  large  before  my  countrymen, 
though  I  found  myself  injured  in  their  opinion  by  the  abuse  constantly 
thrown  out  against  me  in  the  papers  and  from  my  silence  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  have  ever  been  and  still  remain  confident  that  a  general  exam- 
ination of  the  accounts,  even  in  the  state  they  are,  must  prove  satisfac- 
tory to  Congress,  and  that  a  minute  investigation  will  show  me  to  have 
merited  their  approbation,  and  not  their  censure.  My  first  duty  is  to 
satisfy  Congress,  in  whose  determinations  the  public  will  undoubtedly 
acquiesce;  and  to  them,  therefore,  I  have  constantly  made  my  applica- 
tion on  this  subject. 

I  will  make  no  apology  for  troubling  them  so  long  at  this  time  ;  my 
situation  is,  I  trust,  a  sufficient  one.  I  have  only  to  add,  that  having 
delayed  to  leave  the  town  beyond  the  time  I  proposed  in  my  last,  I  hope 
for  an  early  answer,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect 
and  attachment,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 
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Account  of  mouri/s  paid  hji  Mr.  Grand  fo  Boijamin  FrayMin,  Silas  Deavi-,  and  ^Irthiir 
Lee  for  iheir particular  use,  and  charged  by  him  as  paid  immediately  to  them. 

To  Beujamiu  Frankliu —  Livres. 

14tli  July,  1777 4,800  U  0 

2oth  September 4,001  0  0 

15th  November 8,000  0  U 

29th  December.. 2,400  0  (( 

2d  March 3,(i00  0  0 

25th  March 4,800  0  0 

27,001  0  0 
10th  March 340  0  0 

27,841  0  0 

To  Silas  Deaue —  ~  -:.==5 

1st  July,  1777 2,400  0  0 

29th  August 4,800  0  0 

16th  September 4,800  0  0 

7th  October 2,  400  0  0 

20th  November 2,  700  0  0 

11th  December.... 2,400  0  0 

2l8t  December 2,400  0  0 

13th  Jauuary 4,000  0  0 

12th  February 2,500  0  0 

17th  March 4,800  0  0 

24th  March..... 2,400  0  0 

35,600  0  0 

To  Arthur  Lee —  .-=.-.   — == 

August 2,400  0  0 

8th  October 4,800  0  0 

12th  November 2,400  0  0 

December 2,  400  0  0 

23(1  November 22,519  5  6 

23d  December 2,400  0  0 

January 720  0  0 

nth  Jauuary 4,800  0  0 

Jauuary 2.  400  0  0 

16th  February 2,400  0  0 

6th  March .-  4,800  0  0 

52,309  5  i6 
35,  600  0  0 
27,841  0  10 

115,480  5  6 


Congress— Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad." 

[See  .s«»m,  April  15,20,30, 1779.] 

MAY  3, 1779. 

Congress  resumed  tlie  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs, 
and  the  question  under  debate  being  stated,  Yiz,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee 
be  recalled  ! 

Mr.  Carmichael  arose  and  informed  the  house,  "  That  as  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  Congress  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  foreign 
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affairs  have  tlioiigbt  proper  to  refer  to  liim  for  information  on  the  charges 
reported  by  them  against  some  of  the  public  servants  abroad,  and  as 
some  gentlemen  have  expressed  a  desire  he  should  reduce  to  writing 
the  information  he  gave  the  house  in  his  place  when  those  charges  were 
read,  he  was  induced  to  indulge  their  wishes,  as  well  to  show  more  ex- 
plicitly the  reasons  which  determined  his  voice  on  the  decision  of  a 
question  on  which  he  thinks  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States 
liighly  depends."  He  then  proceeded  to  lay  on  the  table  a  paper  signed 
by  him,  which,  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was  read.* 

On  the  question.  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  recalled,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No. 

['  Mr.  S.  Adams No. 

I  Mr.  Gerry Aye. 

\  Mr.  Lovell No. 

t  Mr.  Holtou No. 

^  Mr.  Ellery No. 

\  Mr.  Collius Aye. 

(,  Mr.  Sherman No. 

\  Mr.  Spencer No. 

Mr.  Jay Aye. 

Mr.  Duane Aye. 

Mr.  Morris Aye.  f 

Mr.  Floyd Aye.  J 

SMr.  Witherspoou No. 
Mr.  Scudder No. 
Mr.  Fell Aye. 

f  Mr.  Armstrong ..No. 

[  Mr.  Shi  ppen No. 

J  Mr.  Atlee Aye. 

"l  Mr.  Searle No. 

j  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye. 

I,  Mr.  Wy nkoop Aye. 

S  Mr.  Dickinson Aye. 

)  Mr.  Van  Dyke No. 

f  Mr.  Paca Aye. 

Maryland... 1  Mr.  Carmichael Aye. 

•'  ^  Mr.  Henry Aye. 

t^Mr.  Jenifer Aye. 

r  Mr.  Sm  ith Aye. 

j  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  excused 

I   Mr.  Griffin Aye. 

I  Mr.  Fleming Aye. 


Massachusetls  Bay 


Rhode  Island. 


Connecticut 


New  York 


New  Jersey 


Pennsylvania 


Delaware 


No. 


•  No. 


No. 


Aye. 


>No. 


Jo. 


Virffiuia 


Aye. 


Aye. 


North  Carolina . 


(  Mr.  Penn Aye. 


Mr.  Burke Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sbarpe Aye. 

<  Mr.  Laurens No. 

\  Mr.  Dray  ton Aye. 

So  the  States  were  equally  divided.! 


Aye. 


South  Caroliua. 


*This  paper  can  not  be  found  in  the  Department,  but  in  a  letter  from  Carmichael 
to  Franklin,  dated  at  MaCrid,  Apr.  22,  17S0,  he  states  that  the  substance  of  his  com- 
munication to  Congress  was  that  "Lee  has  rendered  hiuiself  disagreeable  to  tlie 
court  and  individuals  of  the  French  nation,  and  even  suspected  by  the  former,  and 
that  1  derived  my  knowledge  of  this  from  those  who  were  connected  with  the  court, 
and  named  tlie  Messrs.  Grands  on  this  occasion.  This  and  much  more  M.  Gerard 
and  M.  Holker  couHrmed  by  papers  delivered  either  to  Congress  or  members  of  that 
body." — Franklin  Papeis,  Dep.  of  State. 

t  See  infra,  Juno  8,  1779. 
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Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  3Iay  3,  1779. 

Sir  :  Wheu  I  last  had  the  houor  of  waiting  upon  your  excellency  I 
mentioned  certain  applications  from  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land for  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  which  I  am  desired  by  tbeir 
agents  here  to  solicit,  I  should  sooner  have  presented  your  excellency 
a  iiote  of  the  particulars,  which  I  now  enclose,  bnt  that  treaties  have 
been  attempted  with  private  persons  to  furnish  the  articles  wanted. 
Those  treaties  not  succeeding,  I  am  obliged  at  length  to  request  your 
excellency  would  take  the  trouble  of  considering  the  application,  and 
favor  it  if  you  shall  think  it  reasonable. 

The  respective  States  propose  and  promise  to  pay  for  what  is  sup- 
plied each  of  them  as  soon  as  the  war  is  over;  but  as  their  letters  are 
dated  near  a  year  since,  and  possibly  a  part  of  their  wants  may  have 
been  supplied  by  the  Congress,  and  as  the  agents  have  desired  me  to 
engage  for  the  payment,  I  should  imagine  that  if  his  majesty  should 
think  fit  to  grant  such  aids  they  would  be  best  granted  to  tlie  Con- 
grpss,  who  will  take  care  to  supply  particular  States  and  be  accounta- 
ble for  the  whole.  In  which  case  it  would  be  well  to  double  the  quan- 
tity of  clothing  and  small  arms,  as  the  Congress  have  ordered  great 
quantities,  which  we  are  not  able  to  purchase  for  want  of  money.  And 
could  any  part  of  these  supplies  be  ready  to  go  with  the  new  minister, 
I  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration  whether  it  would  not  be 
well  to  put  them  under  his  care,  and  if  all  could  not  be  ready  to  let  him 
bear  the  promise  of  the  rest,  as  this  might  be  the  means  of  making  his 
arrival  the  more  welcome  and  more  generally  pleasing  and  facilitate 
his  negotiations. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 


Franklin  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Passy,  May  3,  1779. 
Sir:  I  did  write  to  the  gentlemen  at  Nantes  concerned  in  fitting  out 
the  vessels  for  America,  offering  them  the  Alliance  as  a  convoy,  and 
ordered  her  to  Nantes  accordingly.  They  did  not  choose  to  accept  that 
offer,  knowing  as  I  suppose  her  weakness,  but  sailed  for  Brest,  to  go 
with  the  French  convoy,  without  awaiting  her  arrival,  and  would  prob- 
ably have  been  gone  long  before  she  could  have  been  fitted  for  sea  if 
contrary  winds  had  not  prevented.  I  wish  your  information  were  true 
that  she  is  manned  and  tit  for  such  service.  It  must  be  from  some  per- 
son who  is  unacquainted  with  the  facts;  perhaps  Mr.  Ford.  I  must 
suppose  the  merchants  are  satisfied  with  the  convoy  they  have  put 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 

t  8  Sparks'  Frankliu,  340;  G  Bigelow's  Frauklin,  377. 
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tlirir  ships  under,  as  I  do  not  learn  that  they  have  applied  for  one  more 
suitable.  I  would  readily  have  solicited  such  an  application  if  I  had 
understood  it  to  be  necessary,  being  equally  desirous  with  you  of  their 
arriving  safe  and  sensible  of  the  importance  of  it.  But  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  line  from  any  of  them  to  any  such  purpose;  and  Captain  Lan- 
dais  has  assured  me  that  my  supposition  of  his  having  men  enough  to 
fight  his  ship  on  occasion  in  going  home,  though  not  enough  to  man 
prizes  on  a  cruise,  was  a  great  mistake  in  my  informer.  He  then  wanted 
one  liundred  and  fifty  men,  and  I  have  not  since  heard  of  her  having  re- 
cruited more  than  forty,  with  the  exchanged  Americans  from  England. 
Mr.  Ford  may  probably  be  accommodated  in  the  same  frigate  that  will 
take  Mr.  Adams. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

p.  s, — I  am  glad  to  hear  from  you  that  the  supplies  necessary  for 
Virginia  are  shipped. 


Gerard   to   the   President  of  Congress.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  3, 1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  learnt  by  dispatches 
from  his  court,  under  date  of  the  H5th  of  December,  that  the  negotia- 
tion which  has  been  the  subject  of  the  overtures  which  the  said  minis- 
ter has  had  the  honor  to  make  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America  for  nearly  three  months  continues,  and  that  his  said  court 
earnestly  desires  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  take  prompt  meas- 
ures to  take  part  in  the  said  negotiation  as  soon  as  circumstances  shall 
have  brought  it  to  its  proper  state  of  advancement,  which  ma.>  happen 
at  any  moment. 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  Hartley. t 

Passy,  May  1,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  several  favors,  viz.  oiie  of  April  the  10th, 
one  of  the  20th,  and  two  of  the22d,  all  on  the  same  daj",  but  by  differ- 
ent conveyances.! 

I  need  not  repeat  what  we  have  each  of  us  so  often  repeated,  the 
wish  for  peace.  I  will  begin  by  frankly  assuring  you  that  though  I 
think  a  direct,  immediate  peace  the  best  mode  of  present  accommoda- 
tion to  Britain  as  well  as  for  America,  yet  if  that  is  not  at  this  time 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  .^.89. 

t  2  bparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  58  ;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  382. 

t  See  supra,  under  date  of  Apr.  22,  I'/TU. 
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practicable,  and  a  truce  is  practicable,  I  slioiild  not  be  against  a  truce  ; 
but  tliis  is  merely  on  motives  of  general  httmanitij,  to  obviate  the  evils 
men  devilishly  inflict  on  men  in  time  of  war,  and  to  lessen  as  much  as 
possible  the  similarity  of  earth  and  hell ;  for,  with  regard  to  particular 
advantages  respectiug  the  States  I  am  connected  with,  I  am  persuaded 
it  is  theirs  to  continue  the  war  till  England  shall  be  reduced  to  that  per- 
fect impotence  of  mischief  which  alone  can  ])revail  with  her  to  let  other 
nations  enjoy  ^^jieace,  iiberti/,  and  safety.''^  I  think,  liowever,  that  a  short 
truce,  which  must,  therefore,  be  an  arnied  truce,  and  put  all  parties  to 
an  almost  equal  expense  with  a  continued  war,  is  by  no  means  desirable. 

But  this  proposition  of  a  truce,  if  made  at  all,  should  be  made  to 
France  at  the  same  time  it  is  made  to  America.  They  have  each  of 
them  too  much  honor,  as  well  as  too  much  sense,  to  listen  separately  to 
any  propositions  which  tend  to  separate  them  from  each  other. 

I  will  now  give  you  my  thoughts  on  your  ideas  of  a  negotiation  in 
the  order  you  have  placed  them.  If  you  will  number  them  in  your  copy 
you  will  readily  see  to  which  my  observations  refer,  and  I  may  there- 
fore be  more  concise. 

To  the  iitst.  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  or  use  of  five  commissioners. 
A  number  of  talkers  lengthens  discussions,  and  often  embarrasses  in- 
stead of  aiding  a  settlement.  Their  different  particular  views,  private 
interests,  and  jealousies  of  each  other  are  likewise  so  many  rubs  in  the 
way,  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  number  can  not  agree  to  what 
each  privately  thinks  reasonable  and  would  have  agreed  to,  or  perhaps 
proposed,  if  alone.     But  this  as  the  parties  please. 

To  the  second.  The  term  of  twenty-one  years  would  be  better  for  all 
sides.  The  suspension  of  hostilities  should  be  expressed  to  be  between 
all  parties  at  war,  and  that  the  British  troops  and  shi])S  of  war  now  in 
any  of  the  United  States  be  withdrawn. 

To  the  third.  This  seems  needless,  and  is  a  thing  that  may  be  done 
or  omitted,  as  you  please ;  America  has  no  concern  about  those  acts  of 
Parliament. 

To  the  fourth.  The  reason  of  proposing  this  is  not  understood,  nor  the 
use  of  it,  nor  what  inducement  there  can  be  for  us  to  agree  to  it.  When 
you  come  to  treat  with  both  your  enemies  you  may  negociate  away  as 
much  of  these  engagements  as  you  can ;  but  powers  who  have  made  a 
firm,  solid  league,  evidently  useful  to  both,  can  never  be  prevailed  with 
to  dissolve  it  for  the  vague  expectation  of  another  in  nubibus,  nor  even 
on  the  certainty  that  another  will  be  proposed,  without  knowing  what 
are  to  be  its  articles.  America  has  no  desire  of  being  free  from  her  en- 
engagements  to  France.  The  chief  is  that  of  continuing  the  war  in 
conjunction  with  her  and  not  making  a  separate  peace;  and  this  is  an 
obligation  not  in  the  power  of  America  to  dissolve,  being  an  obligation 
of  gratitude  and  justice  towards  a  nation  which  is  engaged  in  war  on 
her  account  and  for  her  protection,  and  would  be  forever  binding, 
whether  such  an  article  existed  or  not  in  the  treaty ;  and  though  it  did 


\r)C)  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

not  exist,  an  liouest  American  would  cut  off  liis  right  hand  ratlier  than 
sign  an  agreemeut  with  Eughmd  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  it. 

To  the  fifth.  As  soon  as  you  please. 

]f  you  had  meutioued  France  in  your  proposed  suspension  of  arms  I 
should  have  immediately  shown  it  to  the  minister  and  have  endeav- 
ored to  support  that  idea.  As  it  stands,  I  am  in  doubt  whether  I  shall 
comnniuicate  your  paper  or  not,  though  by  your  writing  it  is  so  fair  it 
seems  as  if  you  intended  it.  If  I  do,  I  shall  acquaint  you  with  the 
result. 

The  bill  of  which  you  send  me  a  copy  was  an  excellent  one  at  the 
time,  and  might  have  had  great  and  good  effects  if,  instead  of  telling 
us  haughtily  that  our  humble  petition  should  receive  no  answer,  the 
ministry  had  received  and  enacted  that  bill  into  a  law.  It  might  have 
erected  a  wall  of  brass  round  England  if  such  a  measure  had  been 
adopted,  when  Friar  Bacon's  brazen  head  cried  out  time  is!  But  the 
wisdom  of  it  was  not  seen  till  after  the  fatal  cry  of  time's  past  !  * 
1  am,  my  dear  friend,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

[Translation.] 

May  4,  1779. 

The  minister  of  France  delivered  to  the  President  a  letter  from  the 
King  of  France  with  the  following  note. 

"The  custom  in  Holland  for  sending  to  the  States-General  the  letters 
by  which  the  king  notifies  them  of  marriages  or  births  is  to  give  them 
to  the  president  of  the  week,  who  then  goes  to  the  house  of  the  ambas- 
sador or  minister  of  the  king  to  compliment  him  in  the  name  of  the 
States  General  upon  the  event  which  forms  the  subject  of  letters  of 
notification." 

Gerard. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Cougress-t 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  Mmj  G,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  anxiety  of  the  undersigned,  minister  pleniijotentiary  of 
France,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  most  perfect  harmony,  and  the  care 
which  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  from  the  commencement  of 
the  alliance  to  establish  such  a  confidence  as  can  alone  maintain  it  and 
conduce  to  its  prosperity,  do  not  allow  him  to  conceal  from  the  Congress 


*As  to  trnce,  see  Introduction,  \S^  53, 
t5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  590. 
tlbid.,b91. 
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of  the  United  States  the  perplexity  under  which  he  labors  with  regard 
to  informing  his  court  of  the  delays  which  the  negotiation,  com- 
menced in  the  month  of  February  last,  meet  with.  It  must  be  allowed 
that  no  affair  so  important  and  so  pressing  has  ever  experienced  so 
much  delay ;  and  the  undersigned  declares  that  he  can  see  no  reason 
for  warning  France  and  Spain  against  the  sinister  interpretations  with 
which  attempts  are  made  to  inspire  them  in  regard  to  this  conduct. 
The  zeal  and  the  good  will  of  the  petitioner  do  not  suggest  to  him  any 
other  expedient  than  that  of  requesting  Congress  to  approve  of  his 
having  the  honor  of  imparting  to  them,  as  he  now  does,  his  perplexity 
and  embarrassment. 

He  adds  that  the  court  of  France  has  received  intelligence  that  Eng- 
land was  resolved  to  send  a  considerable  re-enforcement  of  troops  to  the 
continent  of  North  America,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  there  with  all  pos- 
sible vigor,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  conquest  of  America  at  the  same 
time  by  force  and  by  intrigue.  The  king,  in  consequence  of  his  atten- 
tion to  whatever  may  concern  the  security  and  the  happiness  of  his 
allies,  has  ordered  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  communicate  this 
intelligence  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  perform  this  commission  by  the  present  note.  He 
believes  that  he  should  add  that  his  majesty,  adhering  scrupulously  to 
the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  which  has  the  independence 
of  the  United  States  as  an  essential  object,  is  always  resolved  to  assist 
America  by  all  the  means  that  the  resources  of  his  kingdom  and  the 
genei;al  state  of  affairs  will  permit  him  successively  to  devote  to  this 
grand  object,  without  being  turned  from  it  by  the  idea  of  any  conquest 
for  himself. 

It  is  in  consequence  of  these  same  dispositions  and  of  this  same  dis- 
interestedness that  his  majesty,  although  he  has  made  no  engagement 
to  furnish  supplies  of  money  to  the  United  States,  and  although  the 
active  and  direct  war  which  he  is  carrying  on  against  the  common  en- 
emy absorbs  his  resources  and  ought  to  exempt  him  from  all  accessory 
and  entirely  voluntary  expenses,  is  desirous  to  contribute  to  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  American  finances,  so  far  as  his  own  necessities 
allow  him  to  do  so.  He  has  thought  that  he  should  partly  fulfil  this 
object  by  securing  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  loans  which  have 
been  stipulated  to  be  paid  in  France,  presuming  that  the  credit  of  one 
of  the  public  funds  of  the  States  would  effectually  contribute  to  the 
support  of  the  others  and  to  the  success  of  the  measures  which  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  may  adopt  on  this  subject.  A  society  of  bankers, 
established  under  the  authority  of  the  king,  h;is  consequently  taken 
npon  itself  to  make  the  necessary  advances,  in  the  form  of  a  loan  made 
to  America.  The  undersigned  has  not  yet  received  the  exact  details 
of  this  arrangement,  but  he  will  have  the  honor  of  communicating  them 
so  soon  as  he  shall  receive  them. 

The  confidence  which  the  king  places  in  the  reciprocal  attachment 
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of  the  United  States  of  America  to  tlie  alliance  can  alone  induce  him 
to  determine  upon  proceedings  which  are  useful  only  to  America,  bur- 
densome to  France,  and  destitute  of  all  advantage  for  her.  His  maj- 
esty hopes  to  receive  reciprocal  proofs  of  these  sentiments  and  feelings, 
but  he  neither  demands  nor  expects  anything  for  himself  on  the  part 
of  Congress.  He  only  desires  that  the  States  should  employ  all  the 
resources  at  tlieir  disposal  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own  security 
and  tranquillity. 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.* 


Passy,  May  8,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  the  3d 
instant.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  king's  goodness  in  granting  liberty 
to  the  Americans  who  have  been  taken  prisoners  in  the  English  service 
as  by  that  means  his  majesty  lessens  the  number  of  prisoners  that  may 
be  exchanged  for  his  own  subjects;  and  I  think  we  ought,  whenever  we 
can,  show  our  gratitude  by  procuring  liberty  for  such  of  his  subjects  as 
may  be  in  the  same  circumstances.  We  had  in  America,  by  the  last 
accounts,  many  more  prisoners  of  the  enemy  than  they  had  of  our  peo- 
ple; and  I  will  write  to  the  Congress  to  advise  the  obtaining  by  an 
exchange  the  discharge  of  such  French  prisoners  as  may  be  confined  in 
New  York,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  being  done  whenever  the  cartel 
shall  take  place  there. 

Captain  Jones  informs  me  that  among  the  English  prisoners  brought 
from  Senegal  there  are  sixteen  Americans,  who,  having  been  taiien  by 
the  English  in  the  unfortunate  attack  of  Quebec,  January  1,1777,  had 
been  sent  as  slaves  to  Africa,  and  that  they  have  petitioned  to  obtain 
their  discharge,  in  order  to  serve  under  him  and  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  satisfaction  for  the  cruel  treatment  they  have  received.  He'has 
applied  to  the  commandant  for  them,  but  has  received  for  answer  that, 
the  garrison  having  surrendered  conditionally,  the  troops  in  it  should 
be  sent  to  England ;  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give  them  up  without  orders 
from  the  court.  Your  excellency  can  best  judge  if  this  matter  is  prac- 
ticable either  by  our  replacing  them  with  as  many  English  or  by  any 
other  means. 

Captain  Jon^s  also  writes  to  me  that  the  officer  mentioned  in  the 

enclosed  memorial  has  been  very  useful  in  disciplining  his  marines,  and 

that  he  wishes  if  possible  to  have  him  upon  the  cruise  agreeable  to  his 

petition,  which  is  tlierefore  submitted  to  your  excellency's  consideration- 

1  am,  with  great  respect. 


MSS.  Dep,  of  State. 
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Proceedings  of  Congress  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries." 

[For  prior  proceediugs,  see  supra,  March  24,  177i».] 

May  8,  1779. 

According  to  order  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole ;  and  the  proposition  under  debate  when 
the  subject  was.  last  before  Congress  (see  page  2012)  being  read,  to  wit: 

"  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks  of  J^orth  America 
be  reserved  to  the  United  States  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  wheu 
subject  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  what  shall  have 
been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  the  whole  to  be  explained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  of  Paris 
witii  Great  Britain  and  of  Paris  wiih  the  United  States  of  North  Amer- 
ica." 

A  substitute  was  niosi'd  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  in 
the  words  following  : 

Whereas  this  Congress  did,  on  the  1th  day  of  July,  177G,  declare 
the  several  colonies  by  them  represented  to  be  free  and  independent 
States ;  that  they  were  absolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
and  that  all  political  connections  between  them  and  the  State  of  Great 
Britain  was  and  ought  to  be  totally  dissolved,  and  that  as  free  and  in- 
dependent States  ihey  had  full  i)ower  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
tract alliances,  establish  commerce,  and  do  all  other  acts  and  things 
which  indej>endent  States  might  of  right  do,  and  for  the  support  of  that 
declaration,  witii  a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence, 
did  mutually  pledge  to  each  other  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their 
sacred  honor;  And  whereas  this  Congress  did  resolve,  on  the  22d 
day  of  April,  1778,  that  the  said  States  could  not  with  propriety  hold 
any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  unless  they  should,  as  a  i)reliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw 
their  fleets  and  armies,  or  else  in  positive  and  express  terms  acknowl- 
edge the  independence  of  the  said  States  ;  And  whereas  this  Congress, 
in  a  letter  of  the  I7tli  day  of  June,  1778,  from  their  President  to  the 
British  commissioueis,  signed  by  their  unanimous  consent,  did  declare 
themselves  inclined  to  peace,  and  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  consideiation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  not  incon- 
sistent with  treaties  already  subsisting  when  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain should  demonstrate  a  sincere  disposition  for  that  purpose;  And 
whereas  it  is  agreed  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most  Chris- 
tian king  and  the  United  States  that  neither  of  the  parties  should  coU' 
elude  either  truce  or  i)eace  with  Great  Britain  without  the  formal  con- 
sent  of  the  other  first  obtained,  and  it  is  mutually  engaged  that  the 
said  parties  should  not  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  iudependcnce  of 
the  United  States  should  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  assured  by  the 
treaty  or  treaties  that  should  terminate  the  war;  And  whereas  his  most 

*MSS.  secret  journals  of  Cougress,  coiuparing  printed  journals- 
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Christian  majesty  thereia  guaranties  on  liis  part  to  the  United  States 
tlieir  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited, 
as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce;  And  whereas,  from 
information  lately  received,  it  is  probable  that  a  treaty  of  peace  may 
soon  be  set  on  foot  on  the  preliminary  acknowledgment  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  States ;  And  whereas,  considering  the  exhausted  sit- 
uation of  the  said  States,  the  derangement  of  their  finances,  and  the 
defect  of  their  resources,  it  is  highly  expedient  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
present  destructive  war :  Therefore, 

Resolved:  That  this  Congress  will  agree  to  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  provided  the  absolute  and  unlimited  liberty,  sovereignty, 
and  independence  of  these  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment as  of  commerce,  shall  be  thereby  acknowledged  and  assured,  and 
provided  that  no  terms  or  articles  shall  be  therein  contained  which 
are  inconsistent  with  or  repugnant  to  the  treaties  already  subsisting  be- 
tween the  most  Christian  king  and  these  United  States. 

An  objection  was  made  to  this  as  being  out  of  order;  and  on  the 
question.  Is  this  substitute  in  order  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

NewHauipsbire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

fMr.  S.  Adams No.    ^ 

Massach nsetts  Bay <j  j^j J;  j^o v^l \  '. '.  '. '. '.  1...... .'.'.'.  Aye.   j' ^''^ 

(  Mr.  Holton No.    J 

T,,     1    T  1      1  \  Mr.  Ellery   No. 

Rhode  Islaud J  Mr.  Collins No. 

^  Mr.  Sherman No. 

(  Mr.  Spencer No. 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye. 

j  Mr.  Duaue Aye, 

]  Mr.  Morris Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyd Aye.  J 

!Mr.  Witheispoon  No.     i 
Mr.  Sciulder No.     Si 
Mr.  Fell Aye.   S 

fMr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen No.     | 

Pennsylvania <  Mr.  Searle No.     JNo. 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.     j 

I, Mr.  Wyukoop Aye.  j 

^  Mr.  Dickinson Aye.   ?^ 

\  Mr.  Van  Dyke No.     i^' 

(  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ^ 

,'  Mr.  Paca Aye. 


Connecticut 


New  York . 


New  Jersey 


No. 


No. 


Aye. 


No. 


Delaware 


Maryland 


Mr.  Carmichael Aye.   f 


>Aye, 


Virginia 


North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina. 


t^Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 

fMr.  Smith Aj-e.  ^ 

j  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No.     U 

■^1  Mr.  GritKn No.     i'"'^" 

(Mr.  Fleming Aye.  J 

Mr.  Burke Aye.   ^  ,  ^^ 

Mr.  Sharpe Aye.   ^    " 

Mr.  Laurens No.     I  ^ 

Mr.  Drayton Aye.   ^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


For  subsequent  proceeilings  sou  infra,  May  12,  1779. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  9,  1779. 

Sir:  When  the  Conjrress  of  the  United  States  did  me  the  honor  to 
ask  my  concurrence  in  inducing  the  Count  d'Estaing  to  assist  Georgia, 
I  asserted  that  this  vice-admiral,  in  conformity  with  the  intentions  of 
the  king,  would  do  all  that  circumstances  should  permit.  1  proposed 
at  the  same  time  the  means  of  proceeding  in  the  execution  of  this  plan  ; 
but  Congress  observed  an  entire  silence,  and  did  not  deign  to  inform 
me  of  their  resolution.  It  was  only  through  a  public  channel  that  1 
learned  that  the  plan  was  abandoned ;  but  my  zeal  having  led  me  to 
write  previously  to  the  Count  d'Estaing,  and  having  received  the 
answer  of  this  vice-admiral,  I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  the  interest  of  the 
alliance  and  of  the  United  States  allows  me  to  act  according  to  the  pre- 
sumed negative  resolution  of  Congress,  and  I  request  you,  consequently, 
to  submit  to  that  body  the  annexed  memorial. t 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  sir,  your  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

Gerard. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.}: 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  9,  1779. 
Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  having  thought  it  his 
duty  to  take  u[)on  himself  to  inform  the  Count  d'Estaing  of  the  desire 
which  Congress  had  expressed  to  him  that  the  king's  squadron  should 
come  to  the  assistance  of  Georgia,  this  vice-admiral  has  just  replied  that 
the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in  the  islands  had  not  till  this  time  per- 
mitted him  to  leave  those  latitudes ;  but  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
intentions  of  his  majesty,  which  are  to  grant  to  the  United  States,  his 
allies,  all  the  assistance  compatible  with  the  security  of  his  own  posses- 
sions and  with  the  general  position  of  affairs,  he  proposes  to  sail  im- 
mediately to  the  southern  coasts  of  the  States,  and  to  exert  himself  for 
the  deliverance  of  Georgia  and  the  preservation  of  the  Carolinas ; 
from  thence  the  king's  squadron  will  sail  to  the  mouth  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  its  further  operations  will  depend  upon  the  agreement  that 
shall  be  made  between  Congress  and  the  commander  of  his  majesty's 
forces,  and  will  be  calculated  for  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  United 
States. 


"5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  594. 

t  This  memorial  is  missing. 

t  5  Sparks'  Di,p.  Rev.  Corr.,  592. 
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The  utidersiguea  has  uo  doubt  that  this  new  proof  of  his  majesty's 
generous  and  disinterested  friendship  strengthens  the  confidence  with 
which  these  engagements  and  his  conduct  must  have  inspired  the 
governments  aud  people  of  America.  Facts  so  evident  will  serve,  on 
the  other  hand,  to  confound  those  ill-disposed  men  who,  by  silent  and 
clandestine  insinuations,  destitute  of  all  proof  and  of  all  probability, 
directed  solely  by  private  views,  and  evidently  opposed  to  the  honor 
and  interest  of  the  confederated  Republic,  seek  to  sow.  distrusts  aud  jeal- 
ousies, of  which  the  common  enemy  alone  can  reap  the  advantage. 

The  undersigned  must  add  to  the  details  above  given  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  the  Count  d'Estaing  to  carry  provisions  from  Martinique 
sufhcient  for  the  campaign  which  he  proposes  to  make  in  the  seas  of 
lilorth  America.  He  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  give  the 
most  precise  and  effectual  orders  for  their  being  got  in  readiness  and 
placed  on  the  coast,  so  that  the  squadron  may  easily  take  them  on 
board.  The  undersigned  minister  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased 
to  inform  him  successively  of  what  shall  be  done  on  this  subject,  since 
the  said  minister  must  be  personally  responsible  for  these  measures, 
the  failure  of  which  would  expose  to  the  greatest  misfortunes  the  forces 
which  the  king  has  destined  to  bring  direct  and  immediate  assistance 
to  the  United  States,  although  his  engagements,  which  he  will  always 
scrupulously  fulfill,  do  not  impose  this  duty  on  him. 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  John  Adams.  * 

Passy,  May  10,  1779. 

Sir:  I  received  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  29th  past  from  Nantes.  I 
hope  you  are  before  this  time  safely  arrived  at  L'Orient.  M.  de  la  Lu- 
zerne is  making  diligent  preparation  for  his  departure,  and  you  will 
soon  see  him.  He  aud  the  secretary  of  the  embassy  are  both  very 
agreeable  and  sensible  men,  in  whose  conversation  you  will  have  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  in  your  passage.  What  port  the  ships  will  be  ordered 
to  I  have  not  yet  learned.  1  suppose  that  may  partly  be  left  to  the  cap- 
tain's discretion,  as  the  winds  may  happen  to  serve.  It  must  certainly 
be  most  agreeable  to  you  to  be  landed  in  Boston,  as  that  will  give  you 
an  earlier  sight  of  your  family  ;  but  as  you  propose  going  immediately 
to  Congress,  being  landed  in  Philadelphia  will  have  some  little  advan- 
tage, as  it  saves  half  your  journey.  1  shall  take  care  to  procure  the 
order  to  the  captain  from  M.  Sartine  whiiih  you  desire,  though  I  should 
suppose  showing  the  original  letter  of  that  minister,  which  you  have, 
would  be  sufficient. 

No  public  dispatches  are  arrived  here  since  you  left  us. 

The  anniversary  of  the  signing  of  the  treaty  was  observed  with  great 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  state;  6  Bigelow's  Fraukliu,  385. 
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■\  ■>  ■. 

festivity  by  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  From  Hollaud  I  have  just 
received  the  resolution  of  the  States-Geueral  of  the  26th  to  convoy 
their  trade,  uotwith3taudiug  Sir  Joseph  Yorke's  memorial,  aud  to  fit  out 
directly  thirty-two  ships  of  war  for  that  purpose,  which  is  good  news, 
aud  may  have  consequences. 
I  have,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Washington  to  Jay.  "■ 

Headquarters,  ]Middlebrooke,  May  10,  1779. 

I  seize  a  moment  of  leisure  to  thank  you,  my  dear  sir,  for  your  oblig- 
ing favors  of  the  21st  and  2()th  of  April.  My  friendship  for  you  will  al- 
ways make  me  take  pleasure  in  cultivating  the  esteem  and  confideuce 
of  which  you  so  politely  assure  me. 

You  give  an  affecting  summary  of  the  causes  of  the  national  evils  we 
feel  and  the  still  greater  we  have  reason  to  apprehend.  To  me  it  ap- 
l)ears  that  our  attairs  are  in  a  very  delicate  situation ;  and  what  is  not 
tlie  least  to  be  lamented  is,  that  many  people  think  they  are  in  a  very 
nourishing  way;  and  seem  in  a  great  measure  insensible  to  the  danger 
with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  Britain  should  be  able  to  make  a 
vigorous  campaign  in  America  this  summer,  in  the  present  deprecia- 
tion of  our  money,  scantiness  of  supplies,  want  of  virtue  and  want  of 
exertion,  'tis  hard  to  say  what  may  be  the  consequence. 

It  is  a  melancholy  consideration  that  any  concerned  in  the  conduct 

of  public  atfairs  should  discover  an  indifference  to  the  state  of  our 

currency.    Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  more  manifest,  than  that  if 

sometliing  effectual  be  not  done  to  restore  its  credit,  it  will  in  a  short 

time  either  cease  to  circulate  altogether,  or  circulate  so  feebly  as  to  be 

utterly  incapable  of  drawing  out  the  resources  of  the  country.     This  is 

nearly  the  case  now. 

With  every  sentiment,  etc., 

George  Washington. 


Proceedings  of  Congress  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.! 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  supra,  May  8,  1779.] 

May  12,  1779. 

Oongress  resumed  the  consideration  under  debate  on  the  8th  instant; 
and  the  proposition  being  read,  "That  the  right  of  fishing,"  etc. 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane,in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"That  the  ministers  of  these  United  States  be  instructed,  on  a  negotia- 


*  2  Jay'H  Life,  49 ;  1  Corr.  and  Pub.  Papers  of  John  Jay,  210. 
!  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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tion  for  peace,  to  obtain  for  these  United  States  an  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment of  a  common  right  to  fish  everywhere  on  the  high  seas  and  as  near 
the  coasts  of  the  territories  which  shall  remain  in  possession  of  Great 
Britain  as  is  permitted  to  any  other  nation ;  provided  always,  that  all 
exclusive  rights  to  fishing  of  the  allies  of  these  United  States  shall  not 
be  affected  by  any  such  acknowledgment.  And  in  case  such  acknowl- 
edgment shall  be  refused  and  our  allies  can  be  prevailed  on  to  assist  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war,  no  peace  be  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  these 
United  States.  But  in  case  our  allies  shall  not  agree  to  assist  in  prose- 
cuting the  war,  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  consent  to  a  peace 
without  such  acknowledgment,  provided  that  the  claim  of  these  United 
States  to  such  rights  of  fishing  shall  in  no  event  be  given  up." 

After  some  debate  another  substitute  in  lieu  of  the  whole  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  in  the  words  following: 

"That  if  thecourtof  Great  Britain  shall  immediately  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  then  that  an  equal  share 
of  the  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  obtained 
consistently  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the  United 
States,  be  required  and  insisted  on  ;  but  if  Great  Britain  shall  continue 
to  prosecute  the  present  iniquitous  and  destructive  war,  then  that  even- 
tual engagements  be  taken  to  exclude  her  from  the  fisheries  and  divide 
the  same  equally  between  France,  Spain,  and  America." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "that  if  the  court  of  Great  Britain  shall  immediately 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America,  then  " 

The  question.  Shall  those  words  stand?  j)assed  in  the  negative,  and 
the  words  were  struck  out. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  obtained." 

May  13,  1779. 

The  subject  resumed  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  words  "  can  be  obtained  "  be  struck  out,  and  in 
their  room  the  word  "is"  inserted,  and  that  the  word  "  consistently  "  be 
changed  into  "  consistent." 

The  substitute  being  amended  to  read: 

"That  an  equal  share  of  the  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  the 
same  is  consistent  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  be  required  and  insisted  on,  but  that  if,"  etc.,  to  the  end. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lee,  to  amend  the 
first  part  as  far  as  the  words  "insisted  on"  by  substituting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  words  following : 

"  That  a  common  right  with  Great  Britain  to  the  fisheries  on  the 
coasts  and  banks  of  North  America  be  required  and  insisted  on,  preserv- 
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ing  inviolate  the  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  these  United 
States." 

To  which  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to 
add  "  provided  our  allies  can  be  prevailed  on  to  prosecute  the  war,  but 
in  no  event  shall  the  right  or  claim  of  these  States  to  the  said  fisheries 
be  yielded  up  or  impaired." 

A  question  being  taken,  Is  this  addition  in  order! 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  amendment  to  the  proviso  was  moved  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Penn,  instead  of  the  words  "  can  be  prevailed  on  to  prosecute 
the  war"  to  insert  "  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
effect." 

A  question  being  taken,  Is  this  amendment  in  order  ! 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

rMr.  S.  Adams No.    ^ 

Massachusetts  Bay J  JJj;  LoveU'".  ■.'".■."!.".!.'.'"No;     f  ^''■ 

[Mr.  Holtou No.    J 

«'■«''» w-i \t: S,::::; ■::::•..■;;:«::  \^-- 

„  .■     .  ^  Mr.  Sherman No.     I  f^ 

Connecticut... {  Mr.  Speucer No.     ^^^• 

I  Mr.  Jay Aye.   ) 

New  York <  Mr.  Duaue Aye.   >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Floyd Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Scudder No.     ?  ,^ 

New  Jersey J  Mr.  Fell Aye.   T' 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.    "j 

I  Mr.  Sbippen No.     | 

Pennsylvania ■{  Mr.  Searle No.     ^No. 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg No. 

I, Mr.  Wyukoop Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson Aye.     Aye. 

fMr.  Plater Aye.  \ 

I  Mr.  Paca Aye.   i 

Maryland {  Mr.  Carmlchael Aye.   >Aye. 

I  Mr.  Henry Aye.  | 

Ulr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 

Mr.  Smith   No. 


Virginia {  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee No. 

I  Mr.  Fleming Aye 

SMr.  Penn Aye. 
Mr.  Burke Aye. 
Mr.  Sharpe Aye. 

.    ,,       ,.  <  Mr.  Laurens No. 

South  Carolina j  j^j^.  Drayton Aye. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.* 


For  subsequent  proceedings,  see  infra,  May  27,  1779. 
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Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Philadelphia,  May  12,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  returned  last  evening,  and  now  send  you  the  New  York  ])ai)ers 
of  the  3d  and  5tli  instant.  You  will  much  oblige  nie  by  informing  me 
what  resolutions  Congress  have  come  to  ou  ray  letters  of  the  26th,  27th, 
and  30th  ultimo,  as  well  as  on  the  petitions  I  have  repeatedly  made  to 
them  for  the  settlement  of  the  business  on  which  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  America.  If  nothing  has  been  done,  I  pray  to  be  informed  when 
1  may  depend  on  a  decisive  answer  from  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  sincere  respect, 

Silas  Deane. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of    Foreign  Affairs.t 

The  Hague,  May  15,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  already  had  tlio  honor  of  informing  you  many 
times  that  some  of  my  frequent  letters  to  Passy  are  of  a  nature  not  to 
be  communicated  to  you,  even  in  abridgment,  through  the  risk  that  my 
packets  run  of  being  intercepted;  such  are  particularly  divers  letters 
written  to  Dr.  Franklin  from  the  25th  of  January  to  the  29th  of  April. 
There  is  a  cabal  of  Genevan  and  Swiss  bankers,  as  well  in  France  as  at 
Amsterdam,  friendly  to  your  enemies,  which  does  as  much  injury  as  it 
can  under  the  mask  of  friendship.  It  was  my  duty  to  unmask  some  of 
them  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  to  make  known  to  him  a  safe  anti-English 
])atriotic  house,  having  thecontldenceof  the  magistracy  of  Amsterdam. 
The  ministry  in  France  know  it. 

Upon  the  last  petitions  of  the  merchants  of  Dort,  Amsterdam,  Eotter- 
dam,  and  Frieslaiid,  the  States-General,  after  having  i)reviousiy  delib- 
erated and  advised  and  then  considered  the  affair,  adopted  on  Monday 
the  26th  of  April  the  resolution  to  equip  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year,  1779,  thirty-two  vessels  of  war,  as  follows  : 


Guns. 

Men. 

350 
340 
290 
3i!0 
250 
230 
150 
100 

Total    Total 
guns,  j  men. 

4  vessels 

CO 
60 
60 
50 
40 
36 
20 
12 

240 

60 

60 
400 

80 
2S8 
140 

12 

1  400 

1  vessel 

340 

1  vessel 

''Qd 

8  vessels  

2  400 

2  frigates 

500 

8  frigates  

I  840 

7  frigates 

1  050 

1  snow 

100 

32  vessels  and  frigates 

1,280 

7  9''0 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr,  14i). 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  262. 
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Of  these  thirty-two  vessels  and  frigates,  the  college  of  admiralty  of 
Meuse  will  furnish— 


1  vessel... 
1  vessel. -. 
3  frigates 
1  frigate  . 
1  suow 


7  vessels  and  frigates . 


Gnns. 

Men. 

Total 

Total 

guns. 

60 

350 

60 

350 

50 

300 

.50 

300 

ae 

230 

108 

690 

20 

150 

20 

150 

12 

100 

12 

100 

250 

1,590 

1 

The  college  of  Amsterdam — 


Guns.    Men. 


2  vessels. . 
4  vessels.. 
2  frigates . 
2  frigates . 
2  frigates  . 


12  vessels  and  frigates. 


Total 
gnns. 


60  3.50  120 

50  300  200 

40  250  !        80 

30  230  1        72 

20  150  40 


The  college  of  Zealand — 


Total 
men. 


700 
1,200 
500 
460 
300 


512     3, 160 


Guns.    Men. 


1  vessel  . .  • 

1  vessel 

1  vessel 

1  frigate 

1  frigate 

5  vessels  and  frigates 


350 
290 
300 
230 
150 


226  1  1,320 

I 


The  college  ot  West  Friesland  and  the  quarter  of  the  north— 


1  frigate 

2  frigates 

3  vessels  and  frigates 


Gnns.   Men. 


36 


230 
150 


Total    Total 
auns.    well. 


230 
300 


The  college  of  Friesland — 


1  vessel . . 

2  vessels . 
1  frigate  . 
1  frigate  . 


Guns.   Men 


60  340 

50  300 

36  230 

20  150 


Total   Total 
guns.    men. 


60 

100 

36 

20 


5  vessels  and  frigates. 


216 


340 
60U 
230 
150 

1,320 


The  expense  of  this  enrollment  of  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty   men  amounts,  at  36  florins   a  head,  by  the  month,   to  two 
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liiindied  and  eigbty-five  tbonsand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  florins 
each  month,  and  for  fourteen  months  to  three  millions  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  florins,  of  which  the 
moiety  (or  one  million  nine  hundred  and  nine-five  thousand  eight  hun. 
dred  and  forty  florins)  is  taken  from  the  appropriation  de  la  petition  de 
guerre  of  the  3d  of  November  of  the  past  year,  and  the  other  moiety 
from  the  appropriation  des  droits  augmentes  d'entree  et  de  gahelle. 

The  payments  will  be  made  to  the  respective  colleges  of  admiralty 
on  the  usual  footing,  to  wit :  the  quarter  of  the  whole  charge  of  each 
vessel  when  the  vessel  shall  be  equipped,  the  half  when  the  vessel 
shall  have  served  twelve  months  after  the  enlistment  of  the  crew,  and 
fourteen  months  if  it  is  a  vessel  continued  in  the  service  after  having 
been  equipped  for  former  service.  The  resolution  enjoins  on  the  ad- 
miralty to  hasten  the  equipments,  to  the  end  that  every  month  there 
may  be  a  convoy  for  the  ports  of  France  and  England  ;  for  Lisbon  and 
the  Mediterranean  as  often  as  wanted ;  and  for  the  West  Indies  twice 
a  year. 

I  got  a  knowledge  of  this  resolution  the  1st  of  May,  in  the  evening. 
The  next  day  I  apprised  the  French  ambassador,  who  would  not  be- 
lieve it  at  first.  I  gave  him  a  copy  and  sent  a  translation  to  Passy. 
The  secrecy  with  which  they  adopted  it  and  kei)t  it  unknown  many 
days  shows  that  they  wished  to  prevent  its  i)ublicity ;  and  as  it  is  yet 
a  little  deceptive  as  to  ship  timber,  which  is  neither  named  nor  ex- 
cepted, it  will  not  be,  probably,  communicated  to  the  French  ambassa- 
dor. It  is  important  as  serving  to  support  the  province  of  Holland 
against  the  other  provinces,  all  devoted  to  the  court. 

On  the  11th  of  May  the  body  of  merchants  of  Amsterdam  presented 
an  address  to  the  admiralty  to  hasten  the  convoy  in  consequence  of 
the  above  resolve  of  the2Gth  of  April,  on  the  faith  of  which  they  had 
already  made  their  speculations  and  taken  their  measures,  especially 
as  to  ship  timber. 

On  the  14th  I  learned  that,  the  admiralty  not  having  answered  satis- 
factorily the  above  address  of  the  merchants  of  Amsterdam,  the  latter 
had  prepared  an  address  to  their  high  mightinesses,  to  remonstrate 
more  strongly  than  ever.  On  the  other  side  the  excitement  and  mur- 
murs increasing  at  Eotterdam,  whence  the  merchants  threaten  to  with- 
draw and  establish  themselves  at  Amsterdam,  the  deputies  of  Rotter- 
dam have  made  a  proposition  to  the  provincial  assembly  that  they 
shall  finally  adopt,  in  concert  with  the  other  provinces,  or,  in  case  of 
their  default  with  Holland  alone,  a  decided  resolution  and  measures  to 
put  an  end  to  all  these  differences,  and  to  prevent  the  total  ruin  of  the 
city  of  Rotterdam.  The  proposition  has  been  committed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 
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Address  of  H.  Laurens  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

May  15,  1779. 

Mr.  President,  the  motion  which  was  made  yesterday  by  one  of  the 
honorable  delegates  from  Virginia  for  rending  a  presumed  copy  of  a 
letter  said  to  have  been  written  by  me  and  printed  in  the  garrison  of 
the  enemy  on  New  York  Island,  and  for  calling  upon  me  to  declare 
whether  I  had  written  such  a  letter,  appeared  to  me  to  be  irregular, 
uui)recedented,  and  full  of  dangerous  consequences,  derogatory  to  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  Congress,  and  alarming  to  the  free  and  independ- 
ent citizens  of  these  United  States;  thence  arose  those  cautious  and 
admonitions  which  a  sense  of  duty  ])rompted  me  to  offer  to  the  house 
while  the  subject  was  under  debate,  and  I  rejoice  in  that  wisdom  which 
was  displayed  by  the  House  in  overruling  the  attempt.  Sir,  had  the 
gentleman  who  made  the  motron  called  on  me  and  in  proper  terms  in- 
quired whether  the  i>rinted  letter  was  a  copy  of  the  original  address 
from  me  to  Governor  Houston,  I  would  have  giveii  him  all  the  satisfac- 
tion that  could  have  been  desired  by  any  man  of  true  honor. 

And  now,  sir — as — if  I  have  been  guilty  of  aught  criminal  or  have 
inadvertently  expressed  anything  amiss  in  my  corrcv'spondence  as  a 
private  citizen  with  Mr.  Houston,  I  would  rather  receive  a  censure  or 
a  reproof  from  Congress  than  be  charged  with  a  want  of  candor  orcom- 
mit  my  conduct  to  the  whispers  of  malice — I  take  the  liberty  of  inform- 
ing Congress  that  I  did  on  the  27th  August  last  write  a  private  letter 
to  Governor  Houston. 

If  the  house  shall  judge  it  proper  to  determine  by  a  vote  that  they 
may  of  right  demand  a  copy  of  that  private  letter,  and  shall  in  conse- 
quence of  such  vote  call  on  me;  or  if  Congress  shall  be  pleased  by  a 
vote  to  direct  their  President  in  writing  to  request  me  to  lay  before 
them  a  copy  of  the  letter,  I  will  in  either  case  produce  a  genuine  and 
true  copy,  reserving  to  myself  in  the  mean  time  the  privilege  of  voting 
as  I  certainly  should  vote  if  I  were  not  a  party  concerned. 

I  confide  in  the  candor  of  the  House  to  order  this  address  to  be 
entered  on  the  journal,  and  if  the  House  shall  be  pleased  to  call  for  or 
request  a  copy  of  my  letter,  I  shall  expect  that  will  also  be  entered  on 
the  journal. t 

'  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 

tThe  letter  above  referred  to  was  written  by  Laurens  to  Governor  Houston,  of 
Georgia,  aud  during  the  invasiou  of  that  State  was  found  among  his  papers  and 
published  iu  New  York,  In  this  letter  the  writer  expressed  himself  with  a  degree  of 
severity,  which  even  his  own  opinion,  when  not  under  the  immediate  influence  of 
chagrin,  would  not  entirely  justify,  and  has  reflected  on  the  integrity  and  patriotism 
of  members  without  particularizing  the  individuals  he  designed  to  censure.— 1  Mar- 
shall's Washington,  290. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  19,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  tiike  the  liberty  of  addressing  to  you  a  note  of  Don  Juan  de 
Miralies  concerning  the  Spanish  ships  carried  into  New  England,  and 
beg  you  to  lay  it  before  Congress,  and  to  represent  to  them  that  there 
js  reason  to  fear,  if  the  appeal  which  the  council  of  Boston  has  reserved 
to  itself  should  be  decided  before  any  measures  be  taken  by  Congress, 
the  ships  and  merchandise  will  be  sold,  to  the  irreparable  loss  of  the 
Spaniards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Gerard. 


MEMORIAL. 
[Transl.alion.] 

Don  .Juan  de  Miralies,  wlio  nnder  date  of  the  ^Ist  of  April  last  had  the  honor  to 
present  a  memorial  to  his  excellency  M.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  theconrt 
of  France  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  inform  hiiaof  the  proceedingsof  differ- 
ent privateers,  with  the  flag  of  the  said  United  States,  against  three  vessels  lawfully 
provided  with  the  Spanish  flag,  which  had  sailed,  one  of  them  from  London  for  Cadiz 
and  the  two  others  from  Cadiz  for  England,  loaded  with  merchandise  belonging,  as 
well  as  the  said  vessels,  to  snbjects  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  his  master,  which  have 
been  carried  into  different  ports  of  New  England,  nnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Massachusetts,  and  that  the  respective  indictments  have  been  drawn  against 
them  before  the  court  of  admiralty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  where  the  cargo  of  one  of 
the  said  vessels  which  sailed  from  London  has  been  condemned,  to  the  profit  of  the 
owners  and  crew  of  the  privateer  which  captured  her;  another  of  the  said  vessels, 
which  sailed  from  Cadiz,  has  also  been  condemned,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
third  has  suflered  or  will  suffer  the  same  fate. 

Don  Joseph  de  Llanos,  captain  of  the  vessel  which  sailed  from  London,  and  Don 
Joachin  Garcia  de  Luca,  of  the  other  which  sailed  from  Cadiz,  which,  as  has  been 
said,  have  been  condemned,  have  sent  me  an  express,  witli  copies  of  the  said  proceed- 
ings, which  I  have  had  the  honor,  in  concurrence  with  the  said  M.  Gerard  and  in  his 
presence,  to  deliver  to  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  honorable  Congress,  who 
was  so  kind  as  to  receive  them,  and  to  offer  to  lay  them  before  the  honorable  Con- 
gress, in  order  that  it  may  take  into  consideration  an  affair  of  so  great  consequence, 
and  be  pleased  to  order  what  is  just,  as  well  as  it  regards  the  interest  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  vessels  and  cargoes,  as  the  honor  due  to  every  neutral  flag,  and  particu- 
larly to  that  of  his  Catholic  majesty. 

Having  learnt  that  considering  that  the  said  court  of  Boston  has  not  agreed  to  grant 
to  the  said  condemned  captains  the  appeal  which  they  have  made  from  their  sen- 
tences to  the  said  honorable  Congress,  and  which  has  only  been  referred  to  the  su- 
preuie  court  of  the  said  province  of  Massachusetts,  they  are  to  judge  the  said  indict- 
ment definitively,  in  the  last  resort,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  first  sentences 
pronounced  by  the  court  of  admiralty  of  Boston  will  be  confirmed,  the  said  Don  Juan 
de  Miralies  earnestly  requests  his  excellency  the  said  M.  Gerard  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  interpose  his  influence  and  his  mediation  with  the  said  honorable  Congressi 


'5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  594. 


MAY    21,  1778.  171 

in  order  that  it  may  have  the  goodness  to  pass  a  resolution  <  rdering  the  said  supreme 
court  of  Massachusetts,  and  every  other  tribunal,  to  suspend  every  proceeding  and 
determination  with  regard  to  the  aforesaid  three  Spanish  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
until  the  said  honorable  Congress  shall  have  decided  definitively  on  this  afl'air,  and 
that  this  may  bo  done  soon,  so  that  the  order  which  it  may  be  pleased  to  give  may 
arrive  at  Boston  before  the  said  5th  of  June  next,  which  is  the  time  at  which  the 
said  causes  are  to  l»e  judged  detiuitively  and  in  the  last  resort. 

Juan  de  Mikalles.* 
Philadelphia,  Miy  Irt,  1779. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.t 

Paris,  May  21,  1779. 

Genlemen:  It  is  now  more  tlian  six  months  since  I  was  honored  with 
a  line  from  you.  I  wrote  you  hist  on  the  26th  of  April ;  siuee  that  time 
a  solemn  treaty  of  peace  has  been  concluded,  by  the  mediation  of 
France,  between  the  Porte  and  court  of  Petersburg.  Though  this  may 
appear  to  leave  liiissia  at  liberty  to  assist  Great  Britian,  I  do  not  think 
you  have  any  thing  in  reality  to  apprehend  from  that  quarter. 

It  is  probable  the  German  powers  will  soon  be  at  peace,  though  it  is 
not  yet  signed  at  Teschin.  The  e&ect  of  this  will  be  to  furnish  Great 
Britain  with  a  number  of  German  trooi)s,  such  as  the  free  companies, 
which  are  levied  by  different  leaders  in  all  German  wars  and  are  dis- 
missed when  they  end.  These  having  once  pursued  the  military  life 
will  the  more  readily  engage,  especially  when  tempted  with  good  pay 
and  promises  of  plunder.  The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Electorof  Saxony 
are  from  interest  inclined  to  our  cause  ;  but  there  are  so  many  inter- 
mediate considerations,  which  retard  an  open  declaration,  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  say  when  that  will  take  place. 

The  house  of  Austria  is  in  its  politics  inclined  to  England,  and  the 
empress  is  personally  so.  The  emperor  I  think  has  diiferent  sentiments, 
but  he  is  not  the  sovereign.  The  grand  duke,  though  much  our  friend, 
must  follow  the  steps  of  his  mother. 

Spain,  Portugal,  and  Naples  are  in  i^erfect  harmony.  The  first  is 
more  able  to  reduce  Great  Britain  to  terms  of  peace,  by  a  full  acknowl- 
edgment of  our  independency  and  sovereignty,  than  any  power  In 
Europe.  Her  ministers  are  able,  her  credit  great,  her  treasury  well 
supplied,  her  finances  well  administered,  her  commerce  increasing,  her 
fleet  amounting  to  fifty  sail  of  the  line  and  a  proportionable  number  of 
frigates  fit  lor  immediate  service.  In  a  word,  she  is  in  a  state  to  be- 
gin at  a  moment's  warning  a  powerful  war  and  continue  it  for  three  years 
without  borrowing  a  sol.  She  has  made  a  noble  motion  to  conclude 
what  is  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  and  as  I  have  not  received  one 
word  of  answer  to  my  letters  to  Congress  of  the  10th  of  February  and 
4th  of  April,  1778,  it  is  not  easy  for  me  to  know  how  to  act.     I  wish 

*  For  proceedings  of  Congress  upon  this  memorial  see  infra,  May  22,  1779. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  554,  with  verbal  changes. 
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alw^ays  to  receive  the  instructious  of  my  constituents,  tbat  I  may  pur- 
sue them  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

The  States- General  have  at  length  resolved  to  grant  convoys  to  their 
merchant  ships,  and  support  their  commerce  against  the  pretensions  of 
England.  Sweden  and  Denmark  have  determined  the  same ;  and  all 
these  governments  are  augmenting  their  naval  force,  so  as  to  support 
these  resolutions.  I  imagine  this  will,  by  degrees,  let  in  the  commerce 
of  America,  to  which  these  powers  will  give  every  protection  they  can 
short  of  open  hostilities,  and  Great  Britain  will  be  obliged  to  wink 
at  it. 

In  England  the  discontents  in  the  army  and  navy  are  little  short  of 
disaffection.  The  ministers  are  pursued  with  unremitting  acrimony, 
and  supported  by  the  king  with  proportionable  perseverance.  The  exam- 
ination of  the  sea  and  land  officers  before  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the 
inquiry  now  makinginto  the  conduct  of  the  Howes,  with  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  ministers  and  generals,  proves  very  satisfactorily  that 
both  ministers  and  generals  exerted  their  utmostin  the  war  against  us; 
and  that  it  did  not  fail  from  their  fault,  but  from  the  impracticability  of 
the  attempt.  General  Grey  gave  a  very  decided  opinion  that  the  war  can 
never  succeed.  Captain  Hammond  spoke  highly  of  the  behavior  and 
utility  of  our  row  galleys  and  fire  flats.  The  new  recruiting  scheme  iu 
England  is  very  unproductive  ;  they  have  not  yet  raised  six  thousand 
of  the  fifteen  thousand  they  expected.  Their  expense  is  enormous,  and 
the  produce  of  their  taxes,  though  they  are  increased  in  number,  greatly 
deficient.  Scotland  is  irritated  by  the  countenance  given  to  the  Roman 
Catholics,  and  their  highland  levies  have  twice  mutinied,  so  that  there 
is  little  probability  of  that  country,  however  hostile,  supplying  any  more 
troops. 

Ireland  is  nearly  in  the  state  wo  were  in  six  years  ago.  The  people 
are  supplying  themselves  with  arras,  meeting  and  exercising  without 
the  government  venturing  to  interpose.  They  have  entered  into  a  non- 
importation agreement,  and  their  spirit  is  in  a  train  towards  indepen- 
dency, which  nothing  but  the  most  wise  and  healing  measures  will 
stop.  General  Clinton  has  thrice  demanded  his  recall,  and  Lord  Coru- 
wallis  will  probably  command  in  his  place. 

On  the  contrary,  there  is  not  the  smallest  abatement  of  the  hostile 
intentions  against  us  in  the  king  and  his  ministers.  Nor  will  a  change, 
if  the  king  should  be  forced  to  it,  make  any  difference,  but  that  proba- 
bly those  intentions  would  be  carried  into  execution  with  more  wisdom. 
Our  alliance  with  France  has  united  all  parties  in  the  resolution  of 
prosecuting  the  war  against  us  to  the  last  extremity.  Almost  the  whole 
of  the  French  commerce  having  fallen  a  prey  to  their  i^rivateers  has 
really  enriched  the  nation  and  rendered  the  war  popular.  Their  late 
successes,  especially  iu  India,  have  given  them  credit  for  this  year  and 
resources  for  the  next  great  and  unexpected ;  the  peace  in  Germany 
will  supply  them  with  men.  Lord  Shelburne's  plan  is,  and  he  will  make 
a  point  of  it  should  he  come  in,  to  prevail  upon  Prince  Ferdiuand  to 
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take  the  command  in  America,  trusting  that  his  abilities,  with  the  con- 
fidence and  graciousuess  of  his  character  among  the  British  as  well  as 
the  German  soldiery,  will  overcome  all  difficulties. 

But  what  they  rely  upon  most  is  the  derangement  of  our  finances, 
the  depreciation  of  our  paper,  the  divisions  and  discontents  excited 
among  us  by  the  bad  ambition  of  some,  the  criminal  intrigue  of  others, 
and  the  unbounded  avarice  of  many.  They  flatter  themselves  that 
what  has  happened  in  all  countries  and  at  all  times  will  be  our  fate; 
that  public  defaulters  will,  by  the  weight  of  their  acquisitions,  obtain 
an  ascendancy  which  will  either  bring  us  to  ruin  by  the  prevalence  of 
evil  or  betray  us  to  our  former  domination,  in  order  to  keep  possession 
with  impunity  of  what  the;^  have  acquired.  If  by  these  instruments 
tliey  can  loosen  the  ties  which,  by  knitting  the  people  and  their  leaders 
together,  have  hitherto  rendered  them  invincible,  and  withdraw  their 
confidence  from  those  who  have  originally  planned  and  have  ably  con- 
ducted them  through  this  wonderful  revolution,  they  hope  to  effect 
what  they  hitherto  have  attempted  in  vain;  to  subjugate  those  Qiios 
neque  Tydides,  nee  Larissa'us  Achilles,  non  anni  domuere  decern,  non  mille 
carince.  As  far  as  I  can  learn,  there  is  no  probability  of  this  court's 
supplying  any  money  ;  but  of  this  you  will  be  better  informed  by  your 
minister. 

This  letter  I  expect  will  go  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  suc- 
ceeds M.  Gerard.  M.  de  la  Luzerne's  family  is  among  the  best  and 
most  honorable  of  this  country.  He  has  been  minister  to  the  court  of 
Munich,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  honor  and  ability,  insomuch  that  the 
court  of  Versailles  seems  to  me  in  nothing  to  have  shown  its  wisdom 
more  than  in  sending  at  this  important  moment  a  minister  whose  con- 
duct is  likely  to  correspond  with  his  rank  and  character,  and  who  will 
not  descend  to  anything  that  may  either  dishonor  himself  or  disturb  us. 
The  secretary  to  the  embassy,  M.  de  Marbois,  is  also  a  gentleman  res[)ec- 
table  for  his  character  and  abilities. 

The  sums  of  public  money  which  I  have  received  for  my  expenses 

(my  two  journeys  included)  from  the  bankers  Sollier  &  Grand,  from 

the  16th  of  December,  177G,  to  the  20th  of  April,  1779,  amounts  to 

119,018  livres  17  sols.     I  observe  that  Mr.  Deane,  in  a  summary  laid 

before  Congress  on  the  12th  of  October,  1778,  lumps  a  sum  received  by 

the  commissioners  for  their  expenses,  etc.,  from  Mr.  Grand,  only  to  the 

30th  of  April,  1778,  and  states  it  at  244,285  livres  15  11.     But  as  I 

have  no  concern  with   what  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane  received,  I 

desire  that  the  accounts  of  the  bankers,  and  not  that  of  Mr.  Deane, 

may  answer  for  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Aethur  Lee= 

Mat  22. 

P.  S. — The  treaty  of  peace  in  Germany  was  signed  on  the  13th. 
From  some  intelligence  I  have  just  received,  though  not  from  authority, 
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I  am  iucliued  to  believe  we  shall  soon  be  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
Spain.  Be  pleased  to  enclose  my  letters  a  Monsieur  le  Marquis  de 
Malsherbe,  ministre  d'etat,  Paris. 


Congress— Action  as  to  Captures  on  High  Seas.* 

MAY  22,  1779. 

The  committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr.  Lovell, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from  the  minister  ])leuipotentiary  of. 
France,  with  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  dated  May  18, 1779, 
brought  in  a  report ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  The  resolutions  ot  Congress  passed  on  the  6th  day  of  March 
last,  relative  to  the  control  of  Congress  by  appeal  iu  the  last  resort  over 
ail  jurisdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  captures  on  the  high  seas, 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  several  States;  and  that  they  be 
respectfully  requested  to  take  eflectual  measures  for  conforming  there- 
with. 

Besolvcd,  That  the  following  letter  be  written  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France  and  signed  by  the  President : 

Sir  :  Congress  having  taken  into  consideration  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  this 
month,  I  am  directed  to  assure  you  that  as  soon  as  the  matter  shall  in  due  course 
come  before  them,  they  will  attend  very  particularly  to  the  cases  of  the  vessels  stated 
in  the  note  from  Don  Juan  de  Miralles  to  have  been  sailing  under  the  flag  of  his 
Catholic  majesty,  and  captured  by  armed  vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  will  cause  the  law  of  nations  to  be  most  strictly  observed  ;  that  if  it 
shall  be  found  after  due  trial  that  the  owners  of  the  captured  vessels  have  sutfered 
damage  from  the  misapprehension  or  violation  of  the  rights  of  war  and  neutrality, 
Congress  will  cause  reparation  to  be  made  iu  such  manner  as  to  do  ample  justice  and 
vindicate  tlie  honor  of  tlie  Spanish  flag. 

That  Congress  have  every  possible  disposition  to  cultivate  the  most  perfect  harmony 
with  his  Catholic  majesty^,  and  to  encourage  the  most  liberal  and  friendly  intercourse 
between  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States  ;  but  they  can  not  con- 
sistently with  the  powers  intrusted  to  them  and  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  indi- 
viduals, in  any  case,  suspend  or  interrupt  the  ordinary  course  of  justice. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  printed  secret  journals  of  Congress,  the  letter  being  imperfect. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  May  22, 1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  not  baring  been  hitherto 
informed  by  Congress  of  the  result  of  their  deliberations  npon  the 
important  overtures  which  have  formed  for  more  than  three  months 
the  constant  subject  of  his  representations,  has  reason  to  presume  that 
the  resolutions  relative  to  them  have  not  yet  been  passed.  Delays  so 
loDg  and  so  unnatural  iu  a  matter  so  clear,  and  in  a  juncture  which 
requires  so  much  celerity,  and  which  so  essentially  concerns  the  United 
States,  have  rendered  the  undersigned  apprehensive  lest  some  doubt 
had  arisen  either  as  to  the  main  point  of  the  matter,  or  as  to  the  man- 
ner of  proceeding,  or  as  to  the  dispositions  and  views  of  the  king;  and 
as  the  said  minister  is  instructed  to  conceal  from  Congress  nothing  that 
can  be  useful  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  he  asks  permission 
to  submit  to  them  the  summary  of  the  most  essential  things  which 
seemed  to  him  to  deserve  attention  in  the  further  course  of  its  deliber- 
ations. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  direct  and  essential  object  of  the  alliance 
which  subsists  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  United 
States  is  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  the  sovereignty,  and  the  inde- 
pendence, absolute  and  unlimited,  of  the  said  States,  as  tvell  ivith  respect 
to  government  as  to  commerce,  and  consequently  the  territorial  rights 
belonging  to  sovereignty.  To  this  object  all  the  efforts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  king  are  constantly  tending.  It  is  in  order  to  attain  it,  and 
to  procure  for  the  people  of  America  the  power  of  this  valuable  inde- 
pendence, and  the  cessation  of  the  evils  and  dangers  under  which  an 
active  and  obstinate  war  makes  them  groan,  that  his  majesty  has  under- 
taken a  difficult  and  expensive  war  against  England,  without  any  view 
of  personal  interest,  and  even  with  the  refusal  of  the  advantages  which 
the  United  States  appeared  ready  to  grant  him.  He  has  already  given 
brilliant  proofs  that  his  friendship  does  not  confine  itself  to  the  mere 
fulfillment  of  his  engagements.  lie  is  in  fact  disposed  to  give  to  the 
United  States  all  the  assistance  compatible  with  the  situation  of  his 

»  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  597,  in  some  points  varying  oflScial  translation. 
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own  affairs  and  with  the  general  state  of  things,  and  he  regards  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  as  his  own  in  everything  that  relates  to 
the  object  of  the  alliance  and  that  is  conformable  to  the  invariable 
principles  on  which  his  reciprocal  connections  with  the  United  States 
are  fonnded.  It  is  in  conseqnence  of  his  intention  to  execnte  literally 
the  treaty  of  alliance  that  he  has  not  lost  a  moment  in  informing  Con- 
gress of  the  overtures  relative  to  the  projected  pacification,  in  entreat- 
ing them  to  take  without  delay  that  part  in  this  negotiation  which  the 
dignity  and  interests  of  the  United  States  require.  He  has  moreover 
repeated  to  Congress  the  promise  that  he  would  not  treat  with  the  com- 
mon enemy  without  making  it  a  primary  and  essential  condition  that 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  should  be  acknowledged,  con- 
formably to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  His  majesty  has 
at  the  same  time  ordered  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress some  considerations  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs,  and  particu- 
larly to  observe  to  them  that  the  alliance,  unless  victorious,  can  not 
dictate  terms  to  the  common  enemy.  The  undersigned  has  executed 
these  orders,  either  verbally  or  in  writing. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  his  majesty  desires  only  the  tranquillity  and 
prosperity  of  America  upon  the  foundation  of  an  honorable  and  firm 
peace,  conformable  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  alliance.  He 
rejects  every  idea  of  conquest  and  acquisition  of  territory  for  himself. 
In  order  promptly  to  attain  this  advantageous  object,  and  to  fulfill  his 
engagements,  he  is  disposed  to  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor,  if  the  com- 
mon enemy  refuses  the  pacific  system  which  liis  majesty  has  announced 
to  the  whole  world,  and  which  the  United  States  adopted  on  signing 
the  alliance.  But  in  case  that  the  perseverance  of  the  court  of  London, 
in  the  desire  to  subdue  or  to  conquer  America,  should  prolong  the 
calamities  of  the  war,  his  majesty  will  consider  himself  at  liberty  to 
concert  with  the  United  States  all  the  further  measures  adapted  to  this 
new  order  of  things,  and  conformably  to  the  mutual  interests  of  the 
allies  and  of  the  common  cause.  It  is  thus  that  the  king  fulfills,  and 
proposes  to  fulfill,  the  duties  resulting  from  articles  1  and  8  of  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  by  urging,  on  one  side,  the  United  States  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  negotiation  which  can  conduct  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
truce  and  to  a  i^eace  by  making  common  cause  with  said  States,  and, 
on  the  other  side,  by  enabling  the  two  allies  mutually  to  assist  each 
other  by  their  good  offices,  their  counsels  and  their  forces,  as  circum- 
stances may  require ;  in  fine,  by  showing  his  perseverance,  conformably 
to  article  8,  in  the  resolution  not  to  lay  down  arms  until  independence 
shall  have  been  formally  or  tacitly  acknowledged.  But  as  this  last 
stipulation  limits  his  majesty's  engagements  on  this  subject  to  the 
very  time  of  this  acknowledgment,  if  England  immediately  agrees  to 
this  essential  condition  his  most  Christian  majesty  will  have  fulfilled 
all  his  positive  and  direct  engagements  in  relation  to  the  conclusion  of 
peace. 
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It  follows  from  these  observations, 

First.  That  the  king  has  engaged  to  procure  for  the  United  States, 
by  means  of  arms,  the  acknowledgment  of  their  independence,  and 
that  his  majesty  is  faithful  to  fulfill  this  obligation,  and  even  disposed 
to  lend  them  assistance  to  which,  he  is  not  obliged  by  the  treaty. 

Second.  That  he  has  made  no  other  engagements  than  those  expressed 
in  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty. 

Third.  That  the  United  States  have  neither  title  nor  right  to  require 
anything  more,  and  that  if  they  wish  to  persuade  him  to  further  en- 
gagements, it  can  only  be  voluntarj^  on  his  part,  and  by  uniting  redi)- 
rocal  counsels,  contormably  to  the  expressions  of  article  1  of  the 
treaty,  and  as  is  proper  for  good  and  faithful  allies.  Even  in  this  case 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  state  of  things  and  minds  in  Europe,  or 
to  judge  what  measures  the  important  care  of  maintaining  his  leputa- 
tion  and  the  system  of  equity  and  moderation  which  he  has  made  the 
fundamental  principle  of  his  reign  may  require  on  his  majesty's  part. 
These  considerations  seem  particularly  due  to  an  ally  when  he  has  con- 
tracted gratuitous  obligations  without  any  reciprocal  advantages. 

Fourth.  By  uniting  the  expressions  of  articles  11  and  12,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  success  of  the  war  being  alone  able  to  fix  the  fate  of  em- 
pires, it  has  been  found  impossible,  on  concluding  the  treaty  of  alliance, 
to  determine  the  possessions  that  the  United  States  may  obtain  on 
making  peace  ;  that,  consequently,  the  engagement  of  France  can  only 
be  conditional  and  eventual  on  this  subject;  that  she  is  not  now  held 
to  any  particular  engagement  in  relation  to  these  possessions,  whether 
real  or  pretended;  and  that  this  obligation  will  not  commence  till  the 
time  in  which  the  possessions  of  the  United  States  shall  be  fixed  by  the 
cessation  of  the  war. 

Fifth.  In  fine,  it  is  indispensable  to  add  to  these  considerations  that, 
when  any  doubt  arises  as  to  the  expressions,  the  extent,  and  the  appli- 
cation of  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty,  the  laws  of  reason  and  of  univer- 
sal justice,  as  well  as  the  rules  of  good  and  faithful  alliance,  decide  that 
an  ally  has  no  right  to  interpret  it  arbitrarily  and  partially  ;  that  the 
attempt  would  at  the  same  time  offend  the  dignity  and  destroy  the  con- 
fidence of  his  ally;  that  neither  of  them  can  in  fact  arrogate  to  him- 
self the  superiority  in  connections  which  ought  to  be  equal  and  recip- 
rocal; that  it  is  only  by  a  friendly  explanation,  by  a  formal  agreement, 
that  these  doubts  can  be  removed  and  the  exact  meaning  of  treaties 
determined  ;  that,  in  short,  this  method  would  become  still  more  indis- 
pensable, if  it  should  happen  that  the  pretensions  of  one  of  the  parties 
were  founded  only  upon  far-fetched  inductions,  subject  to  discussion 
and  contradiction,  and  would  tend  to  alter  the  essential  and  funda- 
mental system  of  an  alliance. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  is  fully  confident  that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  knowing  the  laws  of  proceedings  and 
the  respect  which  sovereigns  mutually  owe  to  each  other,  will  observe 
WH — VOL  III 12 
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tbern  iu  their  conduct  towards  bis  most  Obristian  majesty;  but  the 
important,  critical,  and  pressing  juncture  in  wbich  tbe  affairs  of  the 
alliance  stand  at  tbe  present  moment  imijoses  on  the  undersigned 
minister  tbe  sacred  duty  of  contributing,  as  much  as  lies  in  his  power, 
to  hasten  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  to  prevent  all  mistakes  and  every 
subject  of  misunderstanding,  to  i)reserve  the  most  perfect  harmony  and 
uniformity  of  views  and  sentiments  concerning  the  accomplishment  of 
the  advantageous  stipulations  of  the  alliance,  and  thus  to  deceive  the 
expectation  of  the  common  enemy,  who  henceforth  founds  his  i^rincipal 
hopes  on  the  divisions  which  be  is  intent  upon  fomenting.  In  fine,  one 
of  tbe  objects  of  this  memorial  is  to  prove,  solemnly,  tbe  faithful  and 
friendly  conduct  of  the  king  in  this  juncture,  his  majesty  hoping  that 
the  knowledge  of  this  conduct  will  confirm  the  governments  and  people 
of  America  in  the  sentiments  of  confidence  which  the  proceedings  of 
his  said  majesty  have  already  inspired.  It  is  only  by  thus  placing 
before  the  eyes  of  Congress  the  indubitable  principles  expressed  above 
that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  thought  that  he  could  fulfill 
his  duties  to  the  king,  bis  master,  and  to  tbe  alliance,  and  protect  from 
all  reproach  his  zeal  for  the  common  cause  between  France  and 
America. 

If  he  has  deceived  himself  in  his  conjectures  as  to  tbe  immediate  and 
apparent  utility  of  his  mode  of  proceeding,  he  begs  Congress  to  accept 
bis  excuses  for  having  consumed  time  of  so  much  value,  and  he  flatters 
himself  that,  knowing  his  attachment  to  tbe  alliance  and  to  the  United 
States,  it  will  attribute  his  conduct  to  these  sentiments  alone. 

Gerard. 


Deaiie  to  the  President  of  Congress.  * 

Philadelphia,  May  22,  1779. 

Sir  :  As  this  will  probably  be  the  last  time  I  shall  trouble  Congress 
with  my  addresses  to  them,  I  hope  to  be  indulged  in  briefly  laying 
before  them  the  following  observations  on  my  case  and  situation  : 

From  the  moment  that  the  contest  between  these  States  and  Great 
Britain  became  serious  I  have  taken  and  pursued  a  decided  and  active 
part  in  favor  of  tbe  liberties  of  my  countr^^,  have  cheerfully  sacrificed 
my  fortune  and  exposed  my  life  for  an  object  much  dearer  to  me  than 
either — the  peace,  liberty,  and  safety  of  these  States.  Tbe  part  I  took 
in  tbe  first  and  succeeding  Congress  is  well  known  to  many  of  the  hon- 
orable members  now  present,  as  well  as  to  my  countrymen  and  fellow - 
citizens  in  general,  who  must  do  me  the  justice  to  say  that  I  let  slip  no 
opportunity,  either  in  Congress  orout,  wbich  ottered  for  serving  America 
and  distressing  its  enemies. 

In  January,  1776,  when  I  was  about  returning  to  my  family  and  pri- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  I  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  149,  with  verbal  changes. 
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vate  coucerns,  which  had  suffered  much  by  my  absence,  I  was  applied 
to  by  the  committee  of  Congress  to  go  to  France  to  negotiate  the 
political  as  well  as  commercial  affairs  of  America  in  that  kingdom. 
The  advantages  proposed  to  me  in  the  latter  were  considerable,  aud 
without  any  probability  of  difficnltj',  embarassment,  or  risk,  farther 
than  the  dangers  of  the  voyage,  which  were  indeed  great  at  that  time. 
In  the  former  it  was  very  different,  but  the  difticulties  which  presented, 
great  as  they  were,  had  no  consideration  with  me  in  the  situation  in 
which  our  affairs  then  were.  My  subsequent  conduct,  from  my  arrival 
in  France,  until  1  left  that  kingdom,  fully  demonstrates  that  private 
interest  and  personal  safety  never  had  any  weight  with  me  when  the 
service  of  my  country  calleel  upon  rae.  In  my  narrative  I  have  been 
so  particular  on  the  situation  I  found  myself  in  on  my  arrival  in  Europe, 
the  embarrassments  and  difticulties  I  constantly  labored  under  and  had 
to  encounter,  and  in  the  many  letters  I  have  written  to  Congress  since 
my  return,  requesting  my  conduct  might  be  examined  in  the  strictest 
and  most  public  manner,  I  have  so  often  represented  to  them  what  my 
situation  and  line  of  conduct  had  ev^er  been,  that  I  am  under  no  neces- 
sity of  saying  anything  on  the  subject  at  present. 

On  the  4th  March,  1778,  after  having  succeeded  in  procuring  supplies 
for  these  States,  which  fell  almost  solely  on  me,  and  having  jointly  with 
my  colleagues  concluded  the  treaty  of  the  oth  of  February,  which 
secured  and  guarantied  the  independence  of  these  States,  when  I  found 
myself  for  the  first  time  after  my  leaving  America  free  from  those  dis- 
tressing embarrassments  aud  difficulties  I  had  been  constantly  under, 
and  at  liberty  to  pursue  openly  the  great  objects  in  view  and  which  I 
had  for  some  time  contemplated  foi*  the  service  of  these  States,  I  re- 
ceived the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  December,  ordering  me 
to  return  immediately  to  America,  to  inform  Congress  of  the  state  of 
foreign  affairs  in  Europe.  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  as  to  the  part  I 
should  take,  but  immediately  set  myself  on  improving  this  circumstance 
and  others,  which  then  fortunately  coincided,  to  the  greatest  possible 
advantage  of  these  States — the  publication  of  thetreaty,  until  that  time 
ordered  to  be  kept  a  profound  secret,  and  the  sending  out  the  Toulon 
fleet,  in  which  I  embarked  early  in  April. 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether,  from  the  4th  of 
March  to  the  30th,  the  day  I  left  Paris,  I  could  possibly  have  been  bet- 
ter employed,  and  whether  1  could  have  justified  myself,  or  been  even 
excused  by  others,  had  I  neglected  these  objects,  and  delayed  to  pay 
the  most  immediate  attention  to  the  order  of  Congress  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  collecting  in  and  adjusting  accounts  from  the  different  parts 
of  France  ;  accounts  which  could  not  be  collected  and  closed  under  sev- 
eral months,  and  in  the  settlement  of  which  my  colleagues  were  equally 
interested  with  myself? 

I  say  I  submit  this  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  nor  do  I  fear 
publicly  to  submit  it  to  the  world,  or  even  to  those  enemies  whom  I  am 
so  unfortunate  as  to  have  in  it.     The  voice  of  my  friend  and  colleague 
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Dr.  Frankliu,  with  that  of  my  other  uoble  friends  and  patrons  in  France, 
to  lue  was,  "  Lose  not  (said  they)  a  moment  on  any  object,  either  pub- 
lic or  i)rivate5  the  fleet  at  Toulon  will  be  ready  by  the  time  you  arrive 
there  ;  by  no  means  let  it  wait  a  moment  for  you  ;  you  may  sail  early  in 
April  and  be  in  America  in  the  course  of  the  mouth  of  May ;  you  may 
finish  the  information  you  have  to  give  Congress  immediately,  and  re- 
turn to  France  by  the  time  the  accounts  you  have  been  concerned  in 
cau  be  got  ready  for  settlement."  It  can  not  be  supposed  that  I  wanted 
to  be  urged  to  take  the  part  I  did ;  on  the  contrary,  I  exerted  myself 
to  the  utmost  in  my  power  to  get  away  as  early  and  as  secretly  as  possi- 
ble, being  convinced  that  tiie  plan  was  well  laid,  happy  to  find  the 
ministry  had  come  so  readily  into  it,  and  sensible  how  much  depended 
on  dispatch.  Never  was  there  a  more  glorious  pospect  before  us  than 
at  that  time,  nor  ever  were  my  hopes  and  expectations  raised  higher  on 
any  occasion. 

Having  been  honored  with  the  particular  confidence,  and  I  may  say 
friendship,  of  the  minister,  and  knowing  that  the  relief  of  my  country 
and  the  defeat  of  its  enemies  depended  solely  on  our  seasonable  arri- 
val, I  suffered  no  private  considerations  to  detain  me  for  a  single  mo- 
ment. I  was  not  insensible  that  I  had  enemies  in  America ;  1  knew 
well  that  I  had  them  in  France  in  Mr.  William  and  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  and 
I  was  well  acquainted  with  their  connections  in  America  ;  but  conscious 
of  the  part  I  had  acted  and  of  the  services  I  had  rendered  and  was 
then  doing  for  my  country,  which  services  were  not  in  words  but  in 
facts,  the  most  honorable  testimonials  of  which,  given  by  tiie  highest 
and  first  characters  in  Europe  and  America,  I  had  in  my  hands,  I  had 
nothing  to  apprehend.  Though,  permit  me  to  assure  you,  that  had  I  at 
the  time  foreseen  all  that  has  happened,  and  that  even  njy  life,  as  well 
as  reputation,  were  to  be  sacrificed  on  my  return  to  the  interested  views 
of  my  enemies,  I  should  not  have  hesitated  a  moment  on  taking  the 
part  I  actually  did  take  at  the  time.  On  my  arrival  early  in  July  I 
repaired  immediately  to  Congress,  and  informed  them  I  waited  their 
orders. 

It  was  late  in  August  before  I  had  the  honor  of  an  audience.  Many 
circumstances,  as  well  as  direct  information,  convinced  me  of  what  I 
before  suspected,  that  ill  oflices  had  been  done  me  and  my  conduct  mis- 
represented When  I  was  first  heard  before  Congress  I  therefore  re- 
quested that  if  anything  had  been  alleged  against  any  part  of  my  con- 
duct or  character  as  a  public  agent  and  commissioner  of  Congress  I 
might  be  made  acquainted  therewith  and  have  an  opportunity  for  an 
explanation.  I  received  no  answer,  and  consequently  had  a  right  to 
conclude  no  charge  had  been  made  against  me.  I  was  told  by  many  of 
the  honorable  members  that  they  knew  of  none,  nor  had  they  heard  of 
any.  Conversing  at  that  time  with  an  honorable  friend  of  mine,  I  men- 
tioned to  him  my  expectation  of  returning  to  France  early  in  the  fall; 
on  which  he  told  me  I  must  not  expect  it,  for  that  my  enemies  had 
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determiued  to  throw  such  obstacles  and  difficulties  in  my  way  as  most 
probably  would  detain  me  here  much  longer  than  I  thought  for.  I 
asked  him  how  it  was  possible,  when  the  business  I  was  ordered  home 
upon  was  so  very  simple  and  so  easily  tinished,  and  when  the  unclosed 
state  in  which  I  had  been  obliged  to  leave  many  public  transactions  in 
Europe  made  my  returning  as  early  as  possible  of  consequence  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  to  myself,  and  especially  when  nothing  had,  nor  I  pre- 
sumed could,  be  alleged  against  me.  He  answered  that  it  was  the 
design  of  those  who  wished  to  sacrifice  me  to  the  family  interests  and 
emoluments  of  my  enemies  to  wear  me  out  by  delays,  and,  without  any 
direct  charges,  to  ruin  me  in  the  opinion  of  my  countrymen  by  insinua- 
tions, hints,  and  innuendoes  ;  that  though  I  might  with  confidence  rely 
on  the  justice  of  Congress,  yet  measures  would  be  taken  to  delay  it  on 
one  pretense  or  other  in  a  way  that  would  prove  prejudicial,  if  not  ruin- 
ous to  me.  Though  I  could  bj^  no  means  bring  myself  to  think  my 
friend's  suspicious  well  founded  at  the  time,  yet  they  made  me  more 
attentive  to  what  was  passing,  and  my  observations  served  to  con- 
firm them. 

The  many  fruitless  applications  I  made  for  near  five  months  to  obtain 
an  audience  of  Congress,  and  to  have  the  business  I  came  out  upon 
closed,  are  well  known  to  Congress,  and  the  inferences  I  drew  from  the 
silent  neglects  which  my  requests  met  with  may  be  easily  conceived. 
In  this  situation  I  determined  to  lay  my  case  before  my  countrymen 
and  fellow  citizens,  to  whom  I  considered  myself  ultimately  accountable, 
though  immediately  so  to  their  representatives  in  Congress.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  determination  I  published  my  address  in  the  begin- 
ning of  December.  On  the  5th  Congress  resolved  to  hear  me;  on  the 
7th  I  attended,  and  was  ordered  to  report  in  writing  my  agency  of  their 
affairs  in  Europe  as  soon  as  may  be,  etc.  In  obedience  to  their  com- 
mands, I  delivered  them  a  brief  and  faithful  narrative  of  my  transac- 
tions from  the  time  of  my  leaving  America,  and  tlattered  myself  that, 
from  the  time  which  had  elapsed  from  my  recall,  which  was  more  than 
twelve  months  and  more  than  five  from  the  time  of  my  return  and 
attendance,  that  the  fullest  examination  must  have  been  made  into 
every  part  of  my  conduct,  and  that  I  could  not  fail  of  obtaining  an 
early  decision.  Confident  in  the  justice  of  Congress,  I  forbore  to  ad- 
dress the  public  further  whilst  my  cause  was  before  Congress,  and 
whilst  I  daily  expected  their  determination.  From  these  considera- 
tions I  silently  submitted  to  the  torrent  of  abuse,  misrepresentation, 
and  calumny  which  almost  daily  poured  forth  against  me  in  the  pub- 
lic papers. 

I  considered  myself  as  the  servant  of  Congress  and  entitled  to  their 
protection ;  to  them  I  constantly  appealed,  notfor  fiivors— 1  asked  none— 
but  for  justice.  It  is  now  five  months  since  I  laid  my  narrative  before 
Congress,  and  on  being  informed  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  on  foreign  affairs,  and  that  my  narrative  was  re- 
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ferred  to  them,  1  applied  repeatedly  to  several  of  the  honorable  mem- 
bers, and  requested  that,  if  in  the  course  of  tbeir  examination  they 
met  with  anything  in  the  letters  and  documents  before  them  respecting 
my  conduct  which  required  explanation,  they  would  call  upon  me  and 
acquaint  me  therewith.  1  was  not  noticed  to  attend  them  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  though  I  am  informed  their  repoit  has  been  for  several  weeks 
before  Congress,  I  am  unacquainted  with  its  contents,  as  well  as  with 
the  letters  and  documents  on  which  it  has  been  made. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  laying  my  narrative  before  Congress  I  have 
repeatedly  solicited  for  the  decision  of  Congress,  but  am  to  this  hour 
without  the  honor  of  any  reply  to  the  many  letters  I  have  written  ;  it 
would  be  tedious,  and  perhaps  unnecessary,  to  repeat  the  substance  of 
them;  it  would  take  some  time  to  refer  to  the  dates  only;  they  are 
before  Congress,  and  to  them  I  appeal  whether  they  speak  the  language 
of  a  man  conscious  of  having  defrauded  and  injured  the  public,  or  tliat 
of  an  innocent  but  greatly  injured  free  citizen.  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  acting  in  the  character  of  political  as  well  as  commercial  agent  for 
these  States  ;  I  have  repeatedly  observed  that  every  thing  relating  to 
the  former  is  already  ascertained  or  ascertainable  at  this  time,  and  I 
freely  rest  my  merits  in  that  department  on  facts  and  on  the  testimony 
of  those  great  personages  who  best  know  what  my  conduct  was,  and 
who  have  generously,  and  without  solicitation  from  me,  publicly  de- 
clared their  approbation  of  it.  With  respect  to  my  commercial,  I  have 
appealed,  and  again  appeal,  to  that  mode  of  trial  which  will  prove  to  a 
mathematical  certainty  whether  I  have  embezzled  or  misapplied  the 
public  moneys,  or  whether,  for  more  than  three  years'  faithful  services, 
I  have  received  any  thing  more  than  my  private  expenses.  I  have  for 
more  than  ten  months  past  been  constantly  soliciting  to  have  the 
accounts  of  the  commissioners  settled,  on  the  issue  of  which  I  freely 
put  my  reputation  and  everything  dear  in  life.  My  solicitations  have 
been  unsuccessful,  whilst  my  enemies,  taking  the  base  and  disingenuous 
advantage  of  the  circumstances  before  mentioned  of  my  leaving  France, 
raise  a  cry  against  me,  and  say,  Where  are  his  accounts  ?  Why  did  he 
not  bring  them  out  ?  If  they  were  not  settled,  why  did  he  not  tarry 
and  settle  them  ?  I  must  confess,  that  when  I  reflect  that  these  very 
men  owe  their  present  political  as  well  as  personal  safety  to  the 
measures  I  then  took,  I  am  at  a  loss  Avhich  prevails  most  in  my  mind, 
indignation  or  contempt. 

I  trust  Congress  will  indulge  me,  and  the  rather  as  I  hope  not  to  be 
obliged  to  trouble  them  again  soon,  whilst  I  ask  every  unprejudiced 
and  disinterested  member  of  that  honorable  body  coolly  to  review  the 
scenes  I  have  passed  through,  and  to  place  himself  in  the  different 
situations  I  have  been  in  at  different  periods  since  my  engaging  in 
this  great  and  important  contest,  and  consider  me,  after  having  at 
the  earliest  period  adopted  and  invariably  pursued  the  most  decisive 
and  determined  part;  after  having  for  more  than  four  years  devoted  my 
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wliole  time  and  abilities  to  the  service  of  my  country,  more  than  three 
of  which  have  been  in  the  immediate  service  of  Congress  ;  after  having, 
under  every  disadvantage  and  embarrassment,  successfully  solicited  for 
and  procured  most  essential  aid  and  supplies  for  these  States ;  after 
having  been  principal  actor  in  concluding  an  alliance  every  way  honor- 
able and  advantageous  to  these  States,  and  then  returning  to  my  native 
country  with  honorable  testimonials  of  my  character  and  conduct  from 
his  most  Christian  majesty  and  his  ministers,  as  well  as  from  my  friend 
and  colleague  and  the  French  nation  in  general,  and  with  an  armament 
which  promised, on  its  sailing,  complete  and  decisive  victory  over  the 
enemies  of  these  States,  and  wbich,  notwithstanding  its  misfortunes, 
relieved  them  (this  capital  in  particular)  from  the  deepest  distress  and 
themostiiumiuentdangor ;  after  this,  to  be  obliged  to  waste  ten  months 
in  fruitless  attendance  and  solicitation  for  justice  to  my  fortune  and 
character,  and  at  last,  worn  out  with  the  most  mortifying  delays  and 
contemptuous  neglect,  driven  unrewarded  andunthauked  to  collect  the 
little  which  remains  of  the  scattered  wrecks  of  my  fortune,  and  to  retire 
loaded  with  the  most  outrageous  and  unmerited  reproaches  into  ob- 
scurity, poverty,  and  exile; — I  ask  every  member  of  that  honorable 
body,  even  those  the  most  unfavorably  disposed  towards  me,  to  put 
themselves  for  a  few  moments  in  my  case,  which  I  have  by  no  means 
colored  beyond  the  real  life,  and  then  pass  sentence. 

The  loss  of  interest  has  little  weight  with  me,  nor  the  loss  of  time, 
infinitely  more  precious,  if  by  either  the  honor,  safety,  and  prosperity 
of  these  States  are  promoted.  In  the  present  case  I  am  deprived  even 
of  this  consolation,  having  seen,  to  my  inexpressible  grief,  the  essential 
interests  of  these  States  sacrificed  by  the  very  measures  which  have 
occasioned  the  delay  of  justice  to  me.  I  still  glory  in  the  character  of 
a  free  American  citizen,  and  when  I  fear  to  speak  in  the  style  of  one,  I 
shall  deservedly  forfeit  the  most  honorable  of  all  titles.  It  was  just  and 
proper  that  my  first  applications  should  be  made  to  the  representatives 
of  my  fellow-citizens ;  I  have  made  them  in  the  most  decent  and  urgent 
manner,  and  repeatedly.  They  have  been  treated  with  the  most  morti- 
fying silent  neglect,  even  whilst  everything  dear  in  life  to  me,  and  more 
so  than  life  itself — my  reputation — was  suffering.  I  thank  God  I  have 
sufficient  fortitude  to  part  with  everything  in  life,  and  life  itself,  in  the 
service  of  my  country  without  repining ;  but  no  consideration  whatever 
shall  induce  me  silently  to  suffer  my  reputation  and  character  to  be 
abused  and  vilified  whilst  I  have  the  power  either  to  act  or  speak.  For 
ten  months  past  I  have  presented  myself  and  my  case  before  Congress, 
such  as  could  by  no  means  be  considered  in  a  neutral  point  of  light,  but 
decidedly  meriting  their  approbation  or  censure.  I  have  riot  been  able 
to  obtain  either.  Justice,  therefore,  to  my  countrymen  and  fellow-citi- 
zens, to  myself,  and  those  great  and  generous  personages  who  protected 
and  patronized  me  and  the  cause  I  was  charged  with  abroad,  requires 
me  that  I  justify  myself  before  the  world,  by  laying  before  them  a  faith- 
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fill  and  exact  account  of  all  my  public  transactions  from  the  first,  and 
of  the  treatment  1  have  met  with. 

In  doing  this  (if  laid  under  the  necessity)  I  shall  on  no  occasion 
transgress  against  the  strictest  rules  of  truth  and  decency,  nor  be  want- 
ing in  that  respect  which  I  have  ever  paid,  and  shall  ever  pay,  to  Con- 
gress as  the  representative  body  of  my  fellow-citizens.  At  the  same 
time  I  shall,  with  proper  firmness  and  dignity  becoming  a  free  but 
injured  citizen,  expose  to  public  view  those,  whether  in  Congress  or  out, 
who,  to  promote  partial,  interested,  and  family  views,  have  from  the 
first  systematically  labored  to  prevent  Congress  from  deciding  on  my  con- 
duct as  the  servant  of  the  public,  though  the  interest  of  these  States 
called  for  their  decision.  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  not  be  laid  under  the 
necessity  of  further  application,  but  that  Congress  will  relieve  me  from 
the  unmerited  distress  I  labor  under  by  closing  this  long  protracted 
aflair,  or  at  least  by  immediately  taking  such  measures  as  will  without 
delay  do  justice  to  my  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  respectful  esteem  and  attach- 
ment, etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[TranslatioD.] 

Philadelphia,  May  24,  1779. 
Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  first  respite  which  my  sickness  allows  me 
to  congratulate  you,  as  well  as  Congress,  upon  the  resolution  which  I 
am  assured  they  have  taken  in  relation  to  their  finances.  The  execu- 
tion of  the  system  which  appeared  connected  witli  this  first  operation 
of  a  tax  will  show  to  your  friends  and  your  enemies  the  extent  of  your 
resources,  your  firmness,  and  your  ability  to  make  a  suitable  and 
efficacious  use  of  them.  The  eagerness  with  which  the  people  seemed 
to  expect  an  arrangement  of  this  kind  gives  beforehand  the  proof  of 
their  favorable  dispositions  and  of  their  good  will.  This  state  of 
things,  sir,  can  not  but  strengthen  the  very  friendly  intentions  of  the 
king,  my  master,  l)y  the  confidence  with  which  your  own  efforts,  and 
the  displaying  of  the  resources  of  America  will  inspire  him  in  your 
dispositions.  It  will  only  remain  for  you  to  show  vigor  in  your 
military  operations  in  order  to  destroy  the  hope  entertained  by  the 
common  enemy  of  conquering  America;  then  everything  will  inspire 
us  with  the  hope  of  soon  seeing  the  happy  day  dawn  in  which  America 
will  enjoy  independence,  together  with  the  advantages  and  delights  of 
peace.     Congress  has  received  all  the  possible  assurances  of  the  king 
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my  master's  desire  to  hasten  that  moment,  and  he  is  convinced  that 
Congress  will  place  no  obstacle  in  the  way. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respectful  esteem,  sir,  your  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

Gerard. 


May  24. — Information  beino^  given  to  Congress  of  some  outrages  and 
wanton  barbarities  committed  on  subjects  of  France  by  the  enemy  on 
their  landing  in  Virginia,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed: 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  Congress  that  the  enemy,  at  the 
time  of  and  since  their  landing  in  Virginia,  have  perpetrated  the  most 
unnecessary,  wanton,  and  outrageous  barbarities  on  divers  of  the 
citizens  of  that  State,  as  well  as  on  several  of  th^  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty  residing  therein,  deliberately  putting  many  of  them 
to  death  in  cold  blood  after  they  had  surrendered,  abusing  women, 
and  desolating  the  country  with  fire: 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  cause  dili- 
gent inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  above  representations, 
and  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  evidence  he  may  collect  on  the 
subject. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  retaliate  for  cruelties  and  violations  of 
the  laws  of  nations  committed  in  these  States  against  the  subjects  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  like  manner  and  measure  as  if  committed 
against  citizens  of  the  said  States,  and  that  the  protection  of  Congress 
shall  be  on  all  occasions  equally  extended  to  both. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress." 
[Translation.  ] 

Philadelphia,  May  25, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  the  letter  with 
which  you  honored  me  on  tlie  21th  of  this  month,  as  well  as  the  resohi- 
tions  of  Congress  of  the  same  date  which  accompanied  it,  and  which 
relate  to  the  atrocious  actions  committed  by  the  enemy's  troops  in  Vir- 
ginia, which  violate  equally  the  laws  of  war  established  between  civil- 
ized nations  and  the  first  principles  of  humanity,  and  attack  the  foun- 
dations of  all  human  society. 

The  whole  world  can  not  but  be  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  which  the  conduct  of  the  common  enemy  compels 
Congress  to  have  recourse  in  order,  if  possible,  to  put  an  end  to  such 
horrible  excesses. 

I  must  confine  myself  here,  sir,  to  requesting  you  to  place  before 
Congress  this  assurance  of  the  sensibility  with  which  the  king,  my 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  602. 
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master,  and  the  whole  French  nation  will  receive  the  strong"  proof  of 
friendship,  union,  and  identity  of  feelings  and  interests  whicli  the 
United  States  give  in  declaring  that  they  will  make  no  distinction  in 
this  respect  between  their  own  subjects  and  those  of  their  ally.  This 
will  give  the  common  enemy  a  new  evidence  of  the  inviolability  of  the 
alliance  which  unites  the  two  nations,  and  will  afford  the  French,  who 
have  already  given  so  many  proofs  of  their  individual  attachment  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  alliance,  and  of  their  zeal  for  the  United  States, 
a  new  motive  of  encouragement.  By  thus  increasing  more  and  more 
the  connections  and  tlie  mutual  confidence,  the  means  of  braving  the 
effects  of  the  ambition  and  the  revenge  of  the  common  enemy  will  be 
increased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  hum- 
ble and  obedient  servant, 

Gerard. 


Franklin  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Passy,  il/a?/2G,  1779.     . 

Gentlemen  :  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  arrived  here  the  11th 
of  February,  brought  me  yours  of  October  28th,  and  the  new  commis- 
sion, credentials,  and  instructions  which  the  Congress  have  honored 
me  with.  I  have  not  since  had  an  opportunity  of  writing  that  I  could 
trust,  for  I  see,  by  several  instances,  the  orders  given  to  private  cap- 
tains to  throw  their  dispatches  into  the  sea  when  likely  to  be  taken  are 
sometimes  neglected,  and  sometimes  so  badly  executed  that  the  letters 
are  recovered  by  the  enemy,  and  much  inconvenience  has  attended  their 
interception.  You  mention  that  you  should  speedily  have  opportunities 
of  forwarding  duplicates  and  triplicates  of  the  pa[)ers;  none  of  them 
has  ever  come  to  hand,  nor  have  I  received  any  other  line  from  you  of 
later  date. 

I  immediately  acquainted  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs  with  my 
appointment,  and  communicated  to  him,  as  usual,  a  copy  of  my  cre- 
dential letter,  on  which  a  day  was  named  for  my  reception.  A  fit  of  the 
gout  i)revenied  my  attendance  at  that  time  and  for  some  weeks  after, 
but  as  soon  as  I  was  able  to  go  through  the  ceremonj^  I  went  to  Ver- 
sailles and  was  presented  to  the  king,  and  received  in  all  the  forms.  I 
delivered  the  letter  of  Congress  into  his  majesty's  own  hands,  who  in 
the  most  gracious  manner  expressed  his  satisfaction.  And  I  have  since 
constantly  attended  the  levee  every  Tuesday,  with  the  other  foreign 
ministers,  and  have  taken  every  proper  occasion  of  repeating  the  assur- 
ances I  am  instructed  to  give  of  the  grateful  sentiments  of  Congress 
and  their  determined  resolution  to  fulfill  religiously  their  engagements. 

"  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  60,  with  verbal  changes  ;  6  Bige- 
low'a  Frankliu,  38d. 
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Much  pains  are  coustautly  takeu  by  the  enemy  to  weaken  the  confidence 
of  this  court  in  their  new  allies,  by  representing  our  people  as  weary  of 
the  war  and  of  the  government  of  Congress;  which  body,  too,  they 
represent  as  distracted  by  dissensions,  etc. ;  but  all  this  has  very  little 
effect;  and  when  on  some  occasions  it  has  seemed  to  make  a  little  im- 
pression, and  create  some  apprehensions,  I  have  nob  found  it  difficult 
to  remove  them.  And  it  is  my  firm  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  the 
great  losses  suffered  by  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  .since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  the  disposition  of  the  court  to  continue  it  (till 
its  purpose  of  establishing  our  independence  is  completed)  is  not  the 
least  changed,  nor  their  regard  for  us  diminished. 

The  end  of  that  part  of  the  instructions  which  relates  to  American 
seamen  taken  by  the  French  in  English  ships  had  already  been  ob- 
tained, Captain  Jones  having  had  for  some  time  an  order  from  court, 
directed  to  the  keepers  of  the  prisoners,  requiring  them  to  deliver  to 
him  such  Americans  as  should  be  found  in  their  hands,  that  they  might 
be  at  liberty  to  serve  under  his  command.  Most  of  them  have  accord- 
ingly been  delivered  to  him,  if  not  all.  The  minister  of  the  marine, 
having  entertained  a  high  opinion  of  him  from  his  conduct  and  bravery 
in  taking  the  Brake,  was  desirous  of  employing  him  in  the  command  of 
a  particular  enterprise,  and  to  that  end  requested  us  to  spare  him,  which 
we  did,  and  sent  the  Rangerhomo,  under  the  command  of  his  lieutenant. 
Various  accidents  have  hitherto  postponed  his  equipment,  but  he  now 
has  the  command  of  a  tifty-gun  ship,  with  some  frigates,  all  under  Amer- 
ican commissions  and  colors,  fitted  out  at  the  king's  expense,  and  will 
sail,  it  is  said,  about  the  1st  of  June. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  was,  with  some  land  troops,  to  have  gone 
with  him  ;  but  I  now  understand  the  marquis  is  not  to  go,  the  plan  being 
a  little  changed.  The  AlUanceh^mg  weakly  manned  at  first,  and  the 
captain  judging  it  necessary  to  be  freed  from  thirty-eight  of  his  men 
who  had  been  concerned  in  a  conspiracy,  and  unwilling  to  take  French 
seamen,  I  thought  it  best  to  send  him  directly  home,  as  his  ship  might 
be  of  some  protection  to  the  vessels  then  about  sailing  to  America, 
and  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  desirous  of  returning  soon,  might  be  accom- 
modated with  a  passage  in  a  swift-sailing  vessel.  I  accordingly  offered 
her  as  a  convoy  to  the  trade  at  Nantes  ;  but  the  gentlemen  concerned 
did  not  think  fit  to  wait  for  getting  ready,  as  a  French  convoy  offered 
for  at  least  part  of  the  voyage  ;  and  the  minister  requesting  she  might 
be  added  to  Captain  Jones'  little  squadron,  and  offering  to  give  a  pas- 
sage to  Mr.  Adams  in  the  frigate  with  the  new  ambassador  and  to  com- 
plete the  Alliance's  complement  of  men,  I  thought  it  best  to  continue 
her  a  little  longer  in  Europe,  hoping  she  may,  in  the  projected  cruise, 
by  her  extraordinary  swiftness,  be  a  means  of  taking  prisoners  enough 
to  redeem  the  rest  of  our  countrymen  now  in  the  English  jails.  With 
this  view,  as  well  as  to  oblige  the  minister,  I  ordered  her  to  join  Captaiu 
Jones  at  L'Orient  and  obey  his  orders,  where  she  is  now  accordingly. 
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There  have  been  great  mlsuuderstandiiigs  between  the  officers  of  tliat 
ship  and  their  captain,  and  great  discontents  among  the  hitter  for  want 
of  clothes  and  money.  I  have  been  obliged  to  make  great  advances  to 
appease  those  discontents,  and  I  now  hope  the  authority  and  prudence 
of  Captain  Jones  will  be  able  to  remove,  or  at  least  to  prevent,  the  ill 
effects  of  those  misunderstandings.  The  conspirators  are  detained  in 
prison,  and  will  remain  there,  subject  to  such  directions  as  Congress 
may  think  iit  to  give  concerning  them.  The  courts  here  would  not, 
because  they  iiroi)erly  could  not,  undertake  to  try  them ;  and  we  had 
not  captains  enough  to  make  a  court  martial  for  the  purpose.  The 
sending  them  to  America,  with  evidence  to  convict  them,  will  be  a  great 
trouble  and  expense ;  and  perhaps  their  offense  can  not  be  so  clearly 
made  out  as  to  justify  a  punishment  sufficient  to  <leter  by  its  exemplary 
severity.  Possibly  the  best  use  that  can  be  made  of  them  is  to  give 
them  in  exchange  for  as  many  Americans  in  the  cartel  now  operating 
here.  The  perfidious  conduct  of  the  English  aiul  Scotch  sailors  iu  our 
service  a  good  deal  discourages  the  idea  of  taking  them  out  of  those 
prisons  in  order  to  employ  them. 

This  cartel  is  at  length  brought  about  by  the  indefatigable  endeavors 
of  an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  a  long-declared-one  to  America,  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, member  of  Parliament  for  Hull.  The  ship  employed  has  already 
brought  us  one  cargo  from  the  prison  at  Plymouth.  The  number  was- 
intended  for  a  hundred,  but  proved  ninety-seven,  and  she  is  returned 
with  as  many  iu  exchange,  to  bring  us  a  second  number  from  the  prison 
at  Portsmouth.  This  is  to  continue  till  all  are  exchanged.  The  Ameri- 
cans are  chiefly  engaged  with  Captains  Jones  and  Landais.  This  ex- 
change is  the  more  remarkable,  as  our  people  were  all  committed  as  for 
high  treason. 

Agreeable  to  the  seventh  instruction,  I  have  earnestly  recommended 
the  reduction  of  Halifax  and  Quebec.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
joined  me  warmly  iu  the  application  for  this  purpose,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  in  due  time  see  some  good  effects  from  it.  I  have  also  in  various 
ways  and  through  different  channels  laid  before  the  ministry  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  our  finances  in  America.  There  seems  a  great  willing- 
ness in  all  of  them  to  help  us,  except  in  the  controller,  Monsieur  Necker, 
who  is  said  not  to  be  well  disposed  towards  us,  and  is  supposed  to  em- 
barrass every  measure  proposed  to  relieve  us  by  grants  of  money.  It  is 
certain  that  under  the  resolution,  perhaps  too  hastily  declared,  of  the 
king's  imposing  no  new  taxes  on  his  subjects  for  this  year  the  court  has 
great  difficulties  in  defraying  present  expense,  the  vast  exertions  to  put 
the  navy  in  a  condition  to  equal  that  of  England  having  cost  immense 
sums. 

There  is  also  a  prevailing  opinion  that  the  most  effectual  service  to 
us  is  to  be  expected  from  rendering  their  marine  superior  to  that  of 
England.  The  king  has,  however,  to  encourage  our  loan  in  Holland, 
been  so  good  as  to  engage  under  his  hand,  to  be  security  for  our  pay- 
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rnent  of  the  interest  of  3,000,000  of  livres,  but  that  loan  bas  uot  yet 
amounted  to  more  than  about  80,(100  florins.  Dr.  Price,  whose  assistance 
was  requested  by  Congress,  has  declined  that  service,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  copy  of  his  letter  inclosed.  To  me  it  seems  that  the  measure 
recommended  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress  for  diminishing  the  quantity 
of  paper  by  taxes  of  large  nominal  sums  must  have  very  salutary 
effects. 

As  to  your  finances  here,  it  is  fit  that  you  should  know  the  state  of 
them.  When  the  commissioners  of  Congress  made  the  proposition  of 
paying  the  interest  at  Paris  of  the  money  borrowed  in  America  they 
understood  the  loan  to  be  of  $5,000,000.  They  obtained  from  Covern- 
ment  sums  more  than  sufdcient  for  the  interest  of  such  a  sum.  That 
sum  has  been  increased,  and  if  they  could  otherwise  have  provided 
for  it,  they  have  been  from  time  to  time  drained  by  a  number  of  unfore- 
seen expenses  of  which  the  Congress  had  no  knowledge,  and  of  others 
occasioned  by  their  orders  and  drjifts;  and  the  cargoes  sent  to  the  com- 
missioners by  the  committee  have  some  of  them  been  treacherously  run 
away  with  by  the  seamen  or  taken  by  the  enemy,  or,  when  arrived,  have 
been  hitherto  applied  toward  the  payment  of  debts,  the  tobaccos  to  the 
Farmers-General  according  to  con  tract,  and  the  rice  and  indigo  to  Messrs. 
Hortalez  &  Co.,  from  whom,  by  the  way,  we  have  uot  yet  been  able  to 
procure  any  account. 

I  have  lately  employed  an  accountant,  the  son  of  our  banker,  to  form 
complete  books  of  our  accounts,  to  be  sent  to  Congress.  They  are  not 
yet  ready.  When  they  are,  I  shall  send  them  by  the  first  safe  oppor- 
tunity. In  the  mean  time  1  may  just  mention  some  particulars  of  our 
disbursements.  Great  quantities  of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and 
naval  stores,  sent  from  time  to  time;  payment  of  bills  from  Mr.  Bing- 
ham, 100,000  livres;  Congress  bills  in  favor  of  Haywood  &  Co.,  above 
200,000;  advanced  to  Mr.  Ross,  about  £20,000  sterling;  paid  Congress 
drafts  in  favor  of  returned  officers,  93,080  livres;  to  our  prisoners  in 
England,  and  after  their  escape,  to  help  them  home,  and  to  other 
Americans  here  in  distress,  a  great  sum,  I  can  not  at  present  say  how 
much  ;  supplies  to  Mr.  Hodge  for  fitting  out  Captain  CunniugLam,  very 
considerable  ;  for  the  freight  of  ships  to  carry  over  the  supplies,  great 
sums ;  to  Mr.  William  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  £5,500  sterling,  and  for  fitting 
the  frigates  Raleigh,  Alfred,  Boston,  Providence,  Alliance,  Ranger,  etc.,  I 
imagine  not  less  than  00,000  or  70,000  livres  each,  taken  one  with  another; 
and  for  maintenance  of  the  English  prisoners,  I  believe,  when  I  get  in 
all  the  accounts,  I  shall  find  100,000  livres  notsufBcieut,  having  already 
paid  above  65,000  on  that  article.  And  now  the  drafts  of  tbe  treasurer 
of  the  loans,  coming  very  fast  upon  me,  the  anxiety  I  have  suffered,  and 
the  distress  of  mind  lest  I  should  not  be  able  to  pay  them,  has  for  a  long 
time  been  very  great  indeed. 

To  apply  again  to  this  court  for  money  for  a  particular  purpose,  which 
they  had  already,  over  and  over  again,  i^rovided  for  and  furnished  us, 
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was  extremely  awkward  ;  I  therefore  repeated  the  general  applications, 
which  we  had  made  when  together,  for  aids  of  money,  and  received  the 
general  answers  that  the  expense  of  government  for  the  navy  was  so 
great  that  at  present  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to  furnish  the  neces- 
sary supplies.  That  France,  by  sending  a  fleet  to  America,  obliged  the 
enemy  to  divide  their  forces,  and  left  them  so  weak  on  the  continent  as 
to  aid  us  by  lessening  our  expense,  if  it  could  not  by  giving  us  money, 
etc.,  and  I  was  asked  if  we  did  not  receive  money  from  Spain  ?  1  know, 
indeed,  of  some  money  received  from  thence,  and  I  have  heard  of  more, 
but  know  not  how  much  ;  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  as  minister  for  Spain,  hav- 
ing taken  to  himself  all  the  management  of  that  affair,  and  will  account 
to  Congress.  I  only  understand  that  there  is  none  of  it  left  to  assist 
in  paying  Congress  bills.  I  at  length  obtained,  as  above  mentioned, 
the  king's  hon  for  payment  of  the  interest  of  three  millions,  if  I  could 
borrow  it  in  Holland  or  elsewhere  ;  but  though  two  eminent  houses  in 
Amsterdam  have  undertaken  it,  and  had  hopes  of  success,  they  have 
both  lately  written  to  me  that  the  great  demands  of  money  for  Ger- 
many and  for  England  had  raised  interest  above  our  limits,  and  that 
the  successes  of  the  English  in  Georgia  and  St.  Lucia  and  in  destroy- 
ing the  French  trade,  with  the  supposed  division  in  Congress,  all  much 
magnified  by  the  British  minister,  and  the  pressing  application  to  bor- 
row by  several  of  our  States  separately,  had  made  the  moneyed  people 
doubtful  of  our  stability,  as  well  as  our  ability  to  repay  what  might  be 
lent  us,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  wait  a  more  favorable  moment  for 
proceeding  with  our  loan. 

In  this  situation  I  have  been  applied  to  by  Mr.  William  Lee,  and 
lately,  through  our  banker,  by  Mr.  Izard,  for  more  money  for  their  ex- 
penses, and  I  am  told  there  is  much  anger  against  me  for  declining  to 
furnish  them,  and  that  I  am  charged  with  disobeying  an  order  of  Con- 
gress,* and  with  cruelly  attempting  to  distress  gentlemen  who  are  in 
the  service  of  their  country.  They  have,  indeed,  produced  to  me  a  re- 
solve of  Congress  empowering  them  to  draw  on  the  commissioners  in 
France  for  their  expenses  at  foreign  courts ;  and  doubtless  Congress, 
when  that  resolve  was  made,  intended  to  enable  us  to  i)ay  those  drafts  ; 
but  as  that  has  not  been  done,  and  the  gentlemen  (except  Mr.  Lee,  for 
a  few  weeks)  have  not  incurred  any  expense  at  foreign  courts,  and  if 
they  had,  the  5,5U0  guineas  received  by  them  in  about  nine  months 
seemed  an  ample  provision  for  it,  and  as  both  of  them  might  command 
money  from  England,  I  do  not  conceive  that  1  disobeyed  an  order  of 
Congress,  and  that  if  1  did,  the  circumstances  will  excuse  it;  and  I 
could  have  no  intention  to  distress  them,  because  I  must  know  it  is  out 
of  my  power,  as  their  private  fortunes  and  credit  will  enable  them  at 
all  times  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 

In  short,  the  tlreadful  consequences  of  ruin  to  our  public  credit,  both 

*  See  Mr.  Izard's  letter,  supra,  January  28,  1779. 
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in  America  and  Europe,  thai;  must  attend  protesting  a  single  Congress 
draft  for  interest,  after  our  funds  were  out,  would  have  weighed  with  me 
against  the  payment  of  more  money  to  those  gentlemen,  if  the  demand 
had  otherwise  been  well  founded.  I  am,  however,  in  the  judgment  of 
Congress  ;  and  if  I  have  done  amiss,  must  submit  dutifully  to  their  cen- 
sure. Thanks  to  Gad,  I  have  this  last  week  got  over  the  difficulty  so 
far  as  relates  to  the  bills,  which  will  all  be  punctually  paid;  but  if  the 
navy  board  sends  more  ships  here  to  be  fitted,  or  the  Congress  continue 
to  draw  for  the  payment  of  other  debts,  the  ships  will  be  disappointed, 
and  I  shall  probably  be  made  a  bankrupt,  unless  funds  are  at  the  same 
time  sent  over  to  discharge  such  demands. 

With  regard  to  the  fitting  out  of  ships,  receiving  and  disposing  of 
cargoes,  and  purchasing  of  supplies,  1  beg  leave  to  mention  that,  be- 
sides my  being  wholly  unacquainted  with  such  business,  the  distance  I 
am  from  the  ports  renders  my  having  anything  to  do  with  it  extremely 
inconvenient.  Commercial  agents  have,  indeed,  been  appointed  by 
Mr.  William  Lee;  but  they  and  thecajitains  are  continually  writing  for 
my  opinion  or  orders  or  leave  to  do  this  or  that,  by  which  much  time  is 
lost  to  them,  and  much  of  mine  taken  up  to  little  purpose  from  my 
ignorance.  I  see  clearly,  however,  that  many  of  the  captains  are  ex- 
orbitant in  their  demands;  and,  in  some  cases,  I  think  those  demands 
are  too  easily  complied  with  by  the  agents — perhaps  because  the  com- 
missions are  in  proportion  to  the  expense.  I  wish,  therefore,  the  Con- 
gress would  appoint  the  consuls  they  have  a  right  to  appoint  b}^  the 
treaty,  and  put  into  their  hands  all  that  sort  of  employment.  I  have 
in  my  desk,  I  suppose,  not  less  than  fifty  applications  from  different 
ports  praying  the  appointment,  and  offering  to  serve  gratis  for  the 
honor  of  it  and  the  advantages  it  gives  in  trade ;  but  I  should  imagine 
that,  if  consuls  are  appointed,  they  will  be  of  our  own  peoi)le  from 
America,  who,  if  they  should  make  fortunes  abroad,  might  return  with 
them  to  their  country. 

The  commissions  demanded  by  the  agents  seem  to  me  in  some  cases 
very  high.  For  instance,  Mr.  Schweighauser,in  a  late  account,  charges 
5  per  cent,  on  the  simple  delivery  of  the  tobaccos  to  the  officer  of  the 
Farmers-General  in  the  port,  and  by  that  means  makes  the  commission 
on  the  delivery  of  the  two  last  cargoes  amount  to  about  £630  ster- 
ling. As  there  was  no  sale  in  the  case,  he  has,  in  order  to  calculate 
the  commission,  valued  the  tobacco  at  90  livres  the  hundred- weight; 
whereas  it  was  by  our  contract  with  the  Farmers  to  be  delivered  at 
about  40  livres.  I  got  a  friend,  who  was  going  upon  'change,  to  inquire 
among  the  merchants  what  was  the  custom  in  such  cases  of  delivery. 
I  send  enclosed  the  result  he  has  given  me  of  his  inquiries.  In  conse- 
quence, I  have  refused  to  pay  the  commission  of  5  per  cent,  on  this 
article  ;  and  I  know  not  why  it  was,  as  is  said,  agreed  with  him  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  that  he  should  have  5  per  cent,  on  his  trans- 
actions if  the  custom  is  only  2  per  cent.,  as  by  my  information. 
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I  liavo  mentioued  above  the  ap[)lications  of  separate  States  to  borrow 
inouey  in  Europe,  ou  which  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that,  when  the  gen- 
eral Congress  are  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  loan,  these  separate  attempts 
interfere  and  are  extremely  inconvenient;  esj)ecially  where  some  of  the 
agents  are  empowered  to  offer  a  higher  interest,  and  some  have  jiowers 
in  that  respect  unlimited.  We  have  likewise  lately  had  applications 
from  three  several  States  to  this  court  to  be  furnished  with  great  quan- 
tities of  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing,  or  with  money  ui)on  credit  to 
buy  them,  and  from  one  State  to  be  supplied  with  naval  stores  and 
ships  of  war.  These  agents,  finding  that  they  had  not  interest  to  ob- 
tain such  grants,  have  severally  applied  to  me,  and  seem  to  think  it  my 
duty,  as  minister  for  the  United  States,  to  support  and  enforce  their 
particular  demands.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  so;  but  I  find  the  min- 
isters do  not  like  these  separate  applications,  and  seem  to  think  that 
they  should  properly  come  only  through  Congress,  to  whom  the  several 
States  in  such  cases  ought  first  to  make  known  their  wants,  and  then 
the  Congress  could  instruct  their  minister  accordingly.  This  would 
save  the  king's  ministers  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  the  several  States 
the  expense  of  these  particular  agents;  concerning  whom  I  would  add 
a  little  remark,  that  we  have  in  America  too  readily,  in  various  in- 
stances, given  faith  to  the  pretensions  of  strangers  from  Europe,  and 
who  offer  their  services  as  persons  who  have  powerful  friends  and 
great  interest  in  their  own  country,  and  by  that  means  obtain  contracts, 
orders,  or  commissions  to  procure  what  we  want,  and  who,  when  they 
come  here,  are  totally  unknown,  and  have  no  other  credit  but  what 
such  commissions  give  them  ;  or,  if  known,  the  commissions  do  not  add 
so  much  to  their  credit  as  they  diminish  tliat  of  their  employers. 

I  have  received  two  letters  from  a  Frenchman,  settled  in  one  of  the 
ports  of  Barbary,  offering  himself  to  act  as  our  minister  with  the  em- 
peror, with  whom  he  pretended  to  be  intimate,  and  acquainting  me  that 
his  imperial  majesty  wondered  we  had  never  sent  to  thank  him  for 
being  the  first  power  ou  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  that  liad  acknowl- 
edged our  independence  and  opened  his  ports  to  us  ;  advising  that  we 
should  send  the  emi)eror  a  present.  On  inquiry  at  the  office  in  whose 
department  Africa  is  included  1  learned  the  character  of  this  man  to 
be  such  that  it  was  not  safe  to  have  any  correspondence  with  him,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  answer  his  letters.  I  suppose  Congress  has  received 
the  memorial  we  presented  to  this  court  respecting  the  Barbary  States 
and  requesting  theking'sgood  offices  with  them,  agreeable  to  the  treaty, 
and  also  the  answer,  expressing  the  king's  readiness  to  perform  those 
good  offices  whenever  the  Congress  should  send  us  instructions  and 
make  provision  for  the  necessary  presents;*  or,  if  those  papers  have 
not  yet  got  to  hand,  they  will  be  found  among  the  copies  carried  over 
by  Mr.  Adams,  and  therefore  I  only  mention  them  by  way  of  remerD- 

*  See  Commissioners  to  Vergeuues,  Aug.  28,  1778 ;  Sartine  to  Vergennes,  Sept.  21, 
1778;  Vergennes  to  Commissioners,  Sept.  27,  1778. 
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brance.  Whenever  a.  treaty  with  the  emperor  is  intended  I  suppose 
some  of  our  naval  stores  will  be  an  acceptable  present,  and  the  expec- 
tation of  continued  supplies  of  such  stores  a  jiowerful  motive  for  enter- 
ing into  and  continuing  a  friendship. 

I  should  send  you  copies  of  several  other  memorials  and  public 
papers;  but  as  Mr.  Adams  goes  in  the  same  ship,  and  has  the  whole 
of  our  transactions  during  his  time,  it  is  not  so  necessary  by  this  vessel. 
The  disposition  of  this  nation  in  general  continues  friendly  toward  us 
and  our  cause ;  aiid  I  do  not  see  the  least  diminution  of  it,  except  among 
the  West  India  merchants  and  planters,  whose  losses  have  rendered 
them  a  little  discontented.  Spain  has  been  long  acting  as  a  mediator, 
but  arming  all  the  time  most  vigorously.  Her  naval  force  is  now  very 
great  indeed,  and  as  her  last  proposition  of  a  long  truce — in  which 
America  should  be  included  and  treated  as  independent  in  fact,  though 
not  expressly  acknowledged  as  such — has  been  lately  rejected  by  Eng- 
land, it  is  now  thought  that  her  open  junction  with  France  in  the  war 
is  not  far  distant. 

The  commissioners  here  have  a  power  in  general  terms  to  treat  of 
peace,  friendship,  and  commerce  with  European  states;  but  I  appre- 
hend this  is  scarce  explicit  enough  to  authorize  me  to  treat  of  such  a 
truce,  if  the  proposition  should  again  come  upon  the  tapis.  I  therefore 
wish  the  Congress  to  consider  of  it,  and  give  such  powers  as  may  be 
necessary  to  whom  they  may  think  proper,  that,  if  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  making  an  advantageous  treaty  should  offer,  it  may  not  be 
missed. 

Admiral  Arbuthnot,  who  was  going  to  America  with  a  large  convoy 
and  some  troops,  has  been  detained  by  a  little  attempt  upon  Jersey  ; 
and  contrary  winds,  since  that  att'air  was  over,  have  detained  him  fur- 
ther till  within  these  few  days. 

Since  I  began  writing  this  letter  I  have  received  a  packet  from  the 
committee  by  way  of  Eustatia  and  Holland,  sent  by  Mr.  Lovell,  con- 
taining his  letters  of  December  the  8th,  January  the  29th,  and  Feb- 
ruary the  8th,  with  one  from  the  President,  dated  January  the  3d. 
Several  papers  are  mentioned  as  sent  with  them  and  by  other  oppor- 
tunities but  none  are  come  to  hand  except  the  resolution  to  postpone 
the  attempt  on  Canada ;  and  these  are  the  first  dispatches  received 
here  since  the  date  of  those  sent  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  I  have 
just  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bingham,  acquainting  me  that  the  ship 
Deane  and  the  General  Gates  are  just  arrived  at  Martinique,  and  apply 
to  him  to  be  careened,  refitted,  and  procure  a  fresh  supply  of  provis- 
ions; and  that,  though  he  has  no  orders,  he  mustdraw  upon  me  for  the 
expense.  I  think  it  right  to  acquaint  you  thus  early  that  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  protest  his  bills. 

I  have  just  obtained  from  his  majesty  orders  to  the  government  of 
Guadaloupe  to  make  reasonable  reparation  to  Captain  Giddens,  of  New- 
bury, for  the  loss  of  his  vessel,  sunk  in  mistake  by  a  battery  of  that 
WH — VOL  m- — "13 
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island.  Great  iireparations  are  making  here,  with  much  activity  in  all 
the  seaports,  taking  up  transports  and  building  small  vessels  proper 
for  the  landing  of  troops,  etc.,  so  that  many  think  an  invasion  of  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  is  intended.  The  intention,  whatever  it  is,  may  change; 
but  the  opinion  of  such  an  intention,  which  seems  to  prevail  in  England, 
may  tend  to  keep  their  troops  and  ships  at  home. 

General  and  Lord  Howe,  Generals  Cornwallis  and  Grey,  Colonel 
Moutresor  and  Captain  Hammond,  and  others,  have  formally  given  it 
as  their  opinion  in  Parliament  that  the  conijuest  of  America  is  imprac- 
ticable. This  week,  as  we  hear,  John  Maxwell,  Joseph  Galloway,  An. 
drew  Allen,  John  Patterson,  Theophilus  Morris,  Enoch  Story,  and 
Jabez  Fisher  are  to  be  examined  to  prove  the  contrary.  One  would 
think  thelirst  set  were  likely  to  be  the  best  judges. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  Congress,  and  as- 
sure them  of  my  most  faithful  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Congress— Proceedings    as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

Thirsday,  May  27,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject  under  debate  on 
the  12th  and  loth  instant;  and  after  debating  the  substitute  as  amended 
on  the  13th,  it  was  agreed  by  unanimous  consent  that  all  substitutes 
and  amendments  to  the  third  article  agreed  to  the  22d  of  March  last 
be  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  third  article  be  repealed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Resolved,  That  in  no  case  by  any  treaty  of  peace  the  common  right 
of  fishing  be  given  up.t 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.t 

[Traiislafion.] 

Philadelphia,  May  27,  1770. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  consequence  of  the 
sentiment  and  the  views  which  have  prompted  his  previous  representa- 
tions, has  the  honor  to  observe  to  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  that  independently  of  the 


*  MSS.  secret  jonruals  of  Congress,  coinpariug  and  completing  printed  journals. 
tFor  subsecjueut  proceedings,  see  infra,  June  3,  1770. 

J;MS8.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  003,  varying  in  some  points  official 
translation. 
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principal  and  direct  interest  of  the  confederated  iiepnblic  in  the  over- 
tures of  pacification  which  the  undersigned  has  been  ordered  to  make 
to  Congress,  the  general  good  of  the  alliance  urges  with  all  possible 
earnestness  the  hastening  of  the  resolution  of  the  said  States.  It  is,  in 
fact,  only  by  enabling  the  court  of  Sjiain  to  bring  its  mediation  to  its 
critical  and  decisive  point  that  it  can  be  hoped  that  this  power,  con- 
vinced of  the  injustice  of  the  views  afid  of  the  ambition  of  England, 
will  join  the  alliance,  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  and  take  an  active  part  in  the  war.  On  the  contrary,  by  delay- 
ing, without  communicating  to  the  parties  interested  the  motives  which 
induce  them  to  it,  the  States  will  be  in  danger  of  fatiguing  this  power, 
which  keeps  on  foot  the  forces  of  the  whole  monarchy,  principally  with 
a  view  to  give  respectability  to  a  mediation  which  appears  to  be  neg- 
lected; they  incur  the  risk  of  cooling  the  good  will  of  his  catholic 
majesty,  and  perhaps  of  alienating  him  as  much  by  delays  as  if  resolu- 
tions contrary  to  the  s^^steni  which  he  has  appeared  disposed  to  favor 
by  his  mediation  should  give  him  lawful  reasons  for  changing  his  con- 
duct. 

The  alliance  will  thus  be  deprived  of  a  decisive  support,  which  the 
goodness  of  its  cause,  the  wisdom  of  its  conduct,  and  the  close  union 
subsisting  between  France  and  Spain  seemed  to  promise  it.  Moreover, 
the  suspension  of  the  said  resolutions  operates  equally  in  another  point 
of  view  in  manner  the  most  disadvantageous  for  the  alliance  in  general 
and  for  France  in  particular.  On  the  one  side,  in  fact,  the  expectation 
of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  necessarily  infuses  into  plans  and  meas- 
ures an  uncertainty  injurious  to  the  common  good,  and  if  the  Count 
d'Estaiug  does  not  carry  into  execution  the  plan  of  coming  upon  the 
American  coast,  it  can  only  be  attributed  to  this  cause.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  season  is  already  so  far  advanced  that  this  same  uncertainty, 
by  destroying  the  hope  of  seeing  Spain  declare  herself  during  the  course 
of  the  present  campaign,  leaves  France  alone  exposed  to  the  eflbrts  of 
the  principal  body  of  the  enemy's  forces. 

The  wisdom  of  Congress  and  the  faithful  attachment  which  they  show 
on  every  occasion  in  a  manner  as  conspicuous  as  it  is  satisfactory  to  the 
alliance,  and  the  respect  which  they  have  always  expressed  for  Spain 
do  not  permit  a  doubt  as  to  the  attention  which  they  will  be  pleased 
to  give  to  considerations  of  such  importance.  The  present  memorial  is 
the  last  tribute  that  the  zeal  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
will  allow  him  to  consecrate  to  the  duty  of  facilitating  and  accelerating 
as  much  as  lies  in  his  power  the  deliberations  of  Congress  by  suggest- 
ing considerations  which  might  have  such  an  influence. 

Gerard. 
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A.  Lee  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  31,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  excellency  to  lay  my  respects  before 
Congress,  with  a  repetition  of  my  most  earnest  request  to  be  recalled. 
I  should  most  Avillingly  continue  to  sacrifice,  as  I  have  hitherto  done, 
my  private  interests  to  the  public  good ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
dissensions  raised  concerning  me  will  be  continued  by  a  continuance  of 
my  commission,  and  will  be  of  more  injury  to  the  public  tbau  I  can  be 
of  service;  and  as  the  public  good  was  the  sole  motive  of  my  accepting 
the  commission,  the  same  reason  now  induces  me  to  desire  most  earn- 
estly to  resign  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to .t 

June  1,  1779. 

The  refusal  of  the  director-general  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  Franklin  and  his  pressing  needs  determine  him,  that  he  may  have 
nothing  wherewithal  to  reproach  himself  if  the  events  follow  which  he 
apprehends,  to  renew  his  ap[)eal  to  the  administration.  To  avoid 
them,  therefore,  he  asks  one  million  as  a  loan.  Although  this  sum  will 
not  suffice  for  his  necessities,  he  hopes  that  before  it  will  be  all  used  he 
will  receive  other  supi)lies,  either  from  America  or  by  borrowing,  for 
which  he  has  authority",  and  for  which  he  has  caused  to  be  printed  the 
promissory  notes  of  the  thirteen  States,  reimbursable  in  ten  years  at 
Paris,  with  annual  interest.  He  otters  these  notes  at  par,  and  if  the 
administration  fails  to  realize  on  them  before  they  fall  due,  he  engages 
to  take  them  up  with  the  first  funds  which  he  shall  have  available  for 
that  purpose. 

Although  by  this  arrangement  the  operation  appears  more  like  an 
investment  than  a  benefaction,  Mr.  Franklin  will  none  the  less  appre- 
ciate the  service  which  will  be  rendered,  and  which,  he  may  add,  the 
interest  of  the  two  nations  makes  a  necessity  today,  if  they  would  not 
expose  themselves  to  lose  the  fruit  of  their  union. 

B.   Franklin.^ 


*  MSS.  Dop.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,r)r)8. 

t  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  406. 

t  It  does  not  appear  to  whom  this  note  was  addressed,  hnt  probably  to  M.  Ver- 
gennes.  It  is  copied  from  the  Archives  dcs  Affaires  Etrangervs,  at  Paris,  from  whicii 
copy  it  is  translated.  The  copy  is  indorsed  as  follows :  "  Inclosing  blank  promissory 
note,  with  coupons." — Note  by  Mr.  Bigelow. 
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Franklin  to  Bache.* 

Passy,  June  2,  1779. 

I  am  very  easy  about  the  efforts  Messrs.  L 1  and 1  are  using, 

as  you  tell  me,  to  injure  me  on  that  side  of  the  water.  I  trust  in  the  jus- 
tice of  the  Congress  that  they  will  listen  to  no  accusations  against  me 
that  I  have  not  been  first  acquainted  with  and  had  an  opportunity  of 
answering.  I  know  those  gentlemen  have  plenty  of  ill-will  to  me, 
though  I  have  never  done  to  either  of  them  the  smallest  injury  or  given 
the  least  just  cause  of  offense.  But  my  too  great  reputation  and  the 
general  good  will  this  people  have  lor  me  and  the  respect  they  show 
me,  and  even  the  compliments  they  make  me,  all  grieve  those  unhappy 
gentlemen ;  unhappy  indeed  in  their  tempers,  and  in  the  dark,  uncom- 
fortable passions  of  jealousy,  anger,  suspicion,  envy,  and  malice.  It  is 
enough  for  good  minds  to  be  affected  at  other  people's  misfortunes,  but 
they  that  are  vexed  at  everybody's  good  luck  can  never  be  happy.  I 
take  no  other  revenge  of  such  enemies  than  to  let  them  remain  in  the  mis- 
erable situation  in  which  their  malignant  natures  have  placed  them,  by 
endeavoring  to  support  an  estimable  character,  and  thus,  by  continuing 
the  reputation  the  world  has  hitherto  indulged  me  with,  I  shall  continue 
them  in  their  present  state  of  damnation,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  re- 
verse mj'  conduct  for  the  alleviation  of  their  torments. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  that  my  grandson,  Temple  Franklin,  being 
with  me  should  be  an  objection  against  me,  and  that  there  is  a  cabal 
for  removing  him.  Methinks  it  is  rather  some  merit  that  I  have  rescued 
a  valuable  young  man  from  the  danger  of  being  a  tory,  and  fixed  hiiu 
in  honest,  republican,  whig  principles ;  as  I  think,  from  the  integrity 
of  his  disposition,  his  industry,  hi  4  early  sagacity,  and  uncommon  abil- 
ities for  business,  he  may  in  time  become  of  great  service  to  his  country. 
It  is  enough  that  I  have  lost  m3'  son;  would  they  add  my  grandson  ? 
An  old  man  of  seventy,  I  undertook  a  winter  voyage  at  the  command 
of  Congress,  and  for  the  public  service,  with  no  other  attendant  to  take 
care  of  me.  I  am  continued  here  in  a  foreign  country,  where,  if  I  am  sick, 
his  filial  attention  comforts  me,  and  if  I  die,  I  have  a  child  to  close  my 
eyes  and  take  care  of  my  remains.  His  dutiful  behavior  towards  me 
and  his  diligence  and  fidelity  in  business  are  both  pleasing  and  useful 
to  me.  His  conduct  as  my  private  secretary  has  been  unexceptionable, 
an<l  I  am  confident  the  Congress  will  never  think  of  separating  us. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  in  Ben.,§  too.  He  is  a  good,  honest 
lad,  and  will  make,  I  think,  a  valuable  man.  He  had  made  as  much 
l)roficieucy  in  his  learning  as  the  boarding-sc'nool  he  was  at  could  well 
afford  him  ;  and  after  some  consideration  where  to  find  a  better  for  him, 
I  at  length  fixed  on  sending  him  to  Geneva.     I  had  a  good  opportunity 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  G  Bigelow's  Fraukliu,  414  ;  6  Sparks'  Frauklin,  371. 
t  A.  Lee.  X  Izard.  ^  Bache's  eldest  son- 
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by  a  gentleman  of  that  city,  who  had  a  place  for  bim  in  his  chaise,  and 
has  a  son  about  the  same  age  at  the  same  school.  He  promised  to  take 
care  of  him,  and  inclosed  I  send  you  the  letters  I  have  since  received 
relating  to  him  and  from  him.  He  went  very  cheerfully,  and  I  under- 
stand is  very  happy.  I  miss  his  company  on  Sundays  at  dinner.  But 
if  I  live,  and  I  can  find  a  little  leisure,  I  shall  make  the  journey  next 
spring  to  see  him,  and  to  see  at  the  ST,rae  time  the  old  thirteen  United 
States  of  Switzerland. 

Thanks  be  to  God,  I  continue  well  and  hearty.  Undoubtedly  I  grow 
older,  but  I  think  the  last  ten  years  have  made  no  great  difference.  I 
have  sometimes  the  gout,  but  they  say  that  is  not  so  much  a  disease 
as  a  remedy.     God  bless  you. 

I  am,  your  affectionate  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Carroll.  * 

Passy,  June  2,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
zerne, who  succeeds  M.  Gerard.  He  is  a  geutlenmn  of  most  amiable 
character  here,  and  a  sincere  well  wisher  to  America.  As  such  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  civilities.  You  must  have  heard  much 
of  M.  de  Malesherbes,  sou  of  the  chancellor  Lamoignon,  and  latei)resi- 
dent  of  the  cour  des  aides,  famous  for  his  eloquent,  free,  and  strong 
remonstrances  to  the  late  king.     This  gentleman  is  his  nephew. 

Correspondence  between  friends  in  America  and  Europe  is  now  mis- 
erably cut  to  pieces  by  the  captiires  of  vessels.  When  one  writes  and 
the  letters  do  not  get  to  hand,  or  if  they  get  to  hand  the  answers  mis- 
carry, by  degrees  we  may  come  to  forget  one  another.  But  I  shall 
never  forget  the  pleasure  I  had  in  your  company  on  our  journey  to  Can- 
ada. Please  to  remember  me  when  you  write  to  your  other  compngnons 
de  voyage,  and  believe  me  ever,  with  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  dear 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

B.  Franklin. 

Postscript  to  Mr.  Carroll's  leiter : 

In  looking  over  a  letter  you  favored  me  with,  dated  August  12,  1777, 
and  which  gave  me  great  satisfaction  at  the  time^  I  find  one  passage 
which  I  did  not  then  answer.  It  relates  to  the  sending  over  artificers 
of  various  kinds.  You  can  have  no  conception  of  the  numbers  that 
apply  to  me  with  that  view,  and  who  would  go  over  if  I  could  assist 
them  by  obtaining  a  passage  for  them  without  expense.  If  this  should 
be  thought  useful,  and  Congress  could  aff*ord  the  charge,and  could  con- 
fide in  my  judgment  of  the  persons  and  knowledge  of  the  arts  wanted 
among  us,  I  am  persuaded  I  could  send  you  over  many  people  who 
would  be  valuable  acquisitions  to  our  country. 

*  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  416. 
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Franklin  to  Horatio  Gates." 

Passy,  June  2, 1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  obliging  letter  by  the  Chevalier  de  Kay- 
moiulis,  who  appears  extremely  sensible  of  the  civilities  he  received  at 
Boston  and  very  desirous  of  being  serviceable  to  the  American  cause. 
His  wound  is  not  yet  right,  as  he  tells  me  there  is  a  part  of  the  bone 
still  to  be  cut  ofl'.  But  he  is  otherwise  well  and  cheerful,  and  has  a 
great  respect  for  you. 

The  pride  of  England  was  never  so  humbled  by  anything  as  by  your 
capitulation  of  Saratoga.  Tiiey  bave  not  yet  got  over  it,  though  a  little 
elevated  this  spring  by  their  success  against  the  French  commerce. 
But  the  growing  apprehension  of  having  Spain  too  upon  their  hands 
has  lately  brought  them  down  to  an  humble  seriousness  that  begins  to 
appear  even  in  ministerial  discourses  and  the  papers  of  ministerial  writ- 
ers. All  the  happy  effects  of  that  transaction  for  America  are  not  gen- 
erally known.  I  may  some  time  or  other  acquaint  the  world  with  some 
of  them.  When  shall  we  meet  again  in  cheerful  converse,  talk  over  our 
adventures,  and  finish  with  a  quiet  game  of  chess? 

The  little  dissensions  between  particular  States  in  America  are  much 
magnified  in  England,  and  they  once  had  great  hopes  from  them.  I 
consider  them,  with  you,  as  the  effects  of  apparent  security,  which  do 
not  aflect  the  grand  points  of  independence  and  adherence  to  treaties, 
and  which  will  vanish  at  a  renewed  appearance  of  danger.  This  court 
continues  heartily  our  friend,  and  the  whole  nation  are  warm  in  our 
favor  excepting  only  a  few  West  Indians  and  merchants  in  that  trade, 
whose  losses  make  them  a  little  uneasy. 

With  sincere  and  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.   Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Lovell.t 

Passy,  Jtme  2,  1779. 
Sir:  I  received  a  few  days  since,  via  Eustatia  and  Holland,  the 
triplicates  of  your  several  favors  of  December  the  8th,  January  the  29th, 
and  February  the  8th.  The  preceding  copies  of  the  same  dates  never 
came  to  hand.  I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  newspapers,  though  the 
disputes  I  see  in  them  give  me  pain.  You  observe  rightly  that  the 
want  of  good  conveyances  obstructs  much  the  puuctualiiy  of  your  cor- 
respondence. The  number  of  long  letters  I  have  written  to  America 
has  almost  discouraged  me  from  writing,  except  by  such  an  opportunity 
as  this.  You  may  judge  of  the  uncertainty  of  letters  getting  to  hand 
when  I  tell  you  that,  though  you  mention  the  having  sent  me  quadru- 
plicates of  my  credentials,  only  those  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
have  yet  api)eared. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  409, 
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I  am  glad  to  understand  that  you  are  taking  measures  to  restore  the 
vahie  of  your  money  by  taxing  largely  to  reduce  the  qnantity.  I  be- 
lieve no  financier  in  the  world  can  put  you  upon  a  more  effectual 
method.  The  English  have  had  a  little  flow  of  spirits  lately  from  their 
success  against  the  trade  of  France  and  the  news  of  the  imagined  con- 
quest of  Georgia ;  but  the  growing  apprehension  of  a  war  with  Spain 
also  begins  to  sober  them,  and,  lilie  people  who  have  been  drunk  with 
drams,  they  now  seem  to  have  both  the  head  and  heart  ache.  The 
late  letters  from  thence  are  in  a  n)ore  humble  style,  and  some  printed 
papers  by  the  last  post,  known  to  be  ministerial,  api>ear  intended  to 
prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  for  propositions  of  peace.  But  these 
ebbs  and  flows  are  common  with  them,  and  the  duration  of  neither  is 
to  be  relied  on. 

As  I  do  not  find  by  any  of  yours  that  a  long  letter  of  mine  to  you 
in  July  last  has  come  to  hand,  I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  it 
(though  now  a  little  stale),  as  it  serves  to  show  my  continued  good 
opinion  of  a  gentleman  who,  by  the  papers  you  have  sent  me,  seems  to 
be  hardly  used.  I  have  never  meddled  with  the  dispute  between  him 
and  Mr.  Lee,  but  the  suspicion  of  having  a  good-will  to  him  has  drawn 
upon  me  a  great  deal  of  ill-will  from  his  antagonist.  The  Congress 
have  wisely  enjoined  the  ministers  in  Europe  to  agree  with  one  another. 
I  had  always  resolved  to  have  no  quarrel,  and  have  therefore  made  it 
a  constant  rule  to  answer  no  angry,  afl"ronting,  or  abusive  letters,  of 
which  I  have  received  many,  and  long  ones,  from  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Izard,  who,  I  understand  and  see  indeed  by  the  papers,  have  been 
writing  liberally,  or  rather  illiberally,  against  me,  to  prevent,  as  one  of 
them  says  here,  any  impressions  my  writings  against  them  might  occa- 
sion to  their  prejudice,  but  I  have  never  before  mentioned  them  in  any 
of  my  letters. 

Our  scheme  here  for  packet  boats  did  not  continue.*  I  wish  Congress 
could  fall  on  some  method  of  sending  some  little  light  vessels  once  a 
month  to  keep  up  a  correspondence  more  regular.  Even  the  receiving 
of  letters  of  a  certain  date,  though  otherwise  of  no  importance,  might 
serve  to  refute  the  false  news  of  our  adversaries  on  both  sides  of  the 
water,  which  have  sometimes  too  long  their  intended  efl'ect  before  the 
truth  arrives.  I  see  that  frequently  little  pilot  boats,  of  twenty-five  or 
thirty  tons  burden,  arrive  safe  from  Virginia.  The  expense  of  such 
would  not  be  great. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  earnestly  to  your  civilities  M.  le  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne,  who  goes  over  to  succeed  M.  Gerard  as  the  king's  min- 
ister to  the  Congress.  He  bears  here  a  most  amiable  character,  has 
great  connections,  and  is  a  hearty  friend  to  the  American  cause. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant, 

B.  Franklin. 


*  For  this  sclienie  see  Aiireeuieiit  for  Packets,  following  letter  of  March  1'2,  1777, 
from  Coiuuiissioiiers  to  Couiiuittee  of  Secret  Correspoudeuco,  supra. 
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Franklin  to  the  Marine  Committee  of  Congress.* 

June  2, 1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  the  honor  of  yours  by  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  who  arrived  safe  aud  well  iu  the  ^//mnce  frigate,  which  you 
were  pleased  to  put  under  luy  orders. 

There  has  been  a  conspiracy  on  board  to  seize  aud  run  away  with  the 
ship  to  England.  Tbirty-eight  of  the  crew  concerned  in  the  plot  were 
brought  in  under  confinement,  and  the  captain  was  much  embarrassed 
with  them  and  suspicious  of  many  more.  We  could  not  try  them  here 
for  want  of  officers  sufficient  to  make  a  court-martial.  The  French  ad- 
miralty could  not  take  cognizance  of  their  offense.  The  captain  objected 
to  carrying  them  back,  as  both  troublesome  and  dangerous.  In  flue, 
we  got  leave  to  land  and  confine  them  in  a  French  prison,  where  they 
continue  till  further  orders. 

Captain  Landais  desired  much  to  have  his  ship  sheathed  here  with 
copper,  but  having  neither  orders  nor  money  in  my  hands  for  that  pur- 
pose, I  was  obliged  to  refuse  it.  There  was  a  great  misunderstanding 
between  him  and  his  officers,  aud  a  great  discontent  among  the  officers 
themselves,  who  were  in  want  of  clothing  and  money ;  the  ship,  too, 
though  new,  wanted  great  repairs,  all  her  iron  work  being  bad.  The 
agent,  Mr.  Schweighauser,  required  my  orders  about  everything,  and  I 
had  letters  from  him,  from  the  officers,  or  from  the  captain  by  almost 
every  post.  My  total  unacquaintance  with  such  business  made  it  very 
perplexing  to  me.  I  have  got  it  through  at  last,  and  I  hear  the  officers 
are  more  contented,  but  1  hope  to  have  no  more  such  affairs  on  my  hands. 
Being  informed  by  the  officer  who  came  up  from  the  captain  with  the 
dispatches  that  he  had  not  hands  sufficient  to  man  prizes  if  she  should 
be  sent  on  a  cruise;  that  the  captain  did  not  care  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency with  Frenchmen;  that  if  she  were  again  at  Boston,  now  that  her 
character  for  a  swift  sailer,  and  that  of  the  captain  for  a  good  officer, 
were  established,  of  which  the  seamen  were  before  doubtful,  there  was 
the  greatest  probability  that  she  would  be  fully  manned  immediately; 
and  as  Mr.  Adams  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  going  home,  and  I  heard 
that  some  ships  were  bound  to  North  America  from  Nantes,  to  whom 
the  convoy  of  a  frigate  quite  to  the  American  coast  might  be  conve- 
nient, I  determined  to  send  her  back  directly  and  accordingly  offered 
her  as  a  convoy  to  the  trade.  But  as  M.  de  la  Motte  Picquet  was  about 
to  sail  from  Brest  with  a  squadron  before  our  frigate  could  be  fitted, 
and  as  he  offered  to  take  care  of  all  outward-bound  ships  who  should  join 
him  at  Brest,  the  offer  I  made  was  not  accepted.  All  the  American 
ships  went  from  Nantes  to  join  his  fleet.  She  was,  however,  still  to  go 
with  Mr.  Adams,  but  receiving  the  inclosed  letter  from  M.  de  Sartlne, 
minister  of  the  marine,  who  at  the  same  time  offered  to  man  her  com- 
pletely if  I  complied  with  his  request,  I  thought  it  right  to  oblige  him, 
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as  the  inconvenience  would  be  only  a  litlle  longer  delay  to  Mr.  Adams 
in  getting  home,  and  by  her  extremely  swift  sailing,  of  which  they 
relate  wonders,  she  might  in  the  proposed  cruise  take  prisoners  enough 
to  redeem  by  the  now  established  cartel  the  rest  of  our  unfortunate 
countrymen  still  in  the  English  prisons.  1  accor  lingiy  acquainted  M. 
de  Sartine  that  I  would,  agreeable  to  his  desire,  order  her  to  L'Orient, 
where  she  now  is  a  part  of  Captain  Jones'  little  squadron,  which  is 
ready  to  sail,  if  not  already  sailed,  on  the  intended  expedition. 

After  all  this  was  thus  arranged  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  wrote  to  me  to  urge 
the  sending  her  with  the  merchant  sbips,  and  to  carry  over  some  dis- 
patches of  his  and  Mr.  Izard's  that  were  of  great  importance,  but  as 
those  ships  were  by  this  time  sailed,  and  the  French  frigate  with  the 
new  minister  and  Mr.  Adams  was  to  sail  in  a  week  or  two  and  might 
carry  the  dispatches,  the  contents  of  which  I  was  not  acquainted  with, 
I  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  retracting  the  promise  I  had  made  to  the 
minister  and  thereby  deranging  the  expedition. 

As  our  ships  of  war  that  arrive  here  require  an  amazing  expense  to 
outfit  them  and  the  prizes  they  bring  in  often  occasion  lawsuits  and  all 
the  embarrassment  and  solicitation  and  vexation  attending  suits  in  this 
country,  I  must  beg  the  committee  would  be  so  good  as  to  order  the 
several  navy  boards  to  send  no  more  to  be  outfitted  here  without  send- 
ing effects  to  defray  the  expense,  and  that  if  our  armed  ships  should  be 
still  ordered  to  cruise  in  these  seas,  a  consul  or  consuls  may  be  api)ointed 
in  the  several  seaports,  who  will  thereby  be  more  at  hand  to  transact 
maritime  business  expeditiously,  will  understand  it  better,  relieve  your 
minister  at  this  court  from  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  leave  him  at 
liberty  to  attend  affairs  of  more  general  importance. 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  sxipra,  May  27,  1779.] 

June  3,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  communi- 
cation from  the  minister  of  France,  and 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  (lerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman,  in  the 
words  following,  viz: 

To  obviate  any  disputes  which  may  arise  respecting  the  fisheries,  it 
shall  be  stii)ulated  in  the  treaty  of  peace  that  the  citizens  of  these 
States  and  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  be  allowed  the 
free  and  peaceable  use  and  exercise  of  their  common  right  of  fishing 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  banks  and  coasts  of  North 
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America  as  fully  and  freely  as  they  did  or  niight  Lave  done  during  their 
political  connection. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Witberspoon,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Laurens,  to  strike  out  the  words  "and  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain." 

Question:  Shall  tliose  words  stand  ? 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Spencer,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "as  fully  and  freely  as  they  did  or  might  have 
done  during  their  political  connection." 

Question:  Shall  those  words  stand? 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  jNfr.  Laurens, 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  coasts;''  and  on  the  question,  Shall  these 
words  stand  f  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry  : 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

TMr.  S.  Adams Aye.  1 

Massachusetts  Bay <^  ^J;  S^i;:;:;: ::;;::::  ll^^;     Aye. 

(.Mr.  Holtou Aye.  J 

Tji     1    T  1      -.  <  Mr.  Ellery Ave.   ?»^^ 

Rhode  Islaua J  Mr.  CoUius A>e.  p^^- 

Mr.  Sherriiau  Aye.   ) 

Conuecticiit -?  Mr.  Hiintiimton No.     >Xo. 


! 


Mr.  Spencer No.  } 

(  Mr.  .Jay No.  "\ 

I  Mr.  Duane No.  | 

New  York {  Mr.  Morris No.  )  No. 

I  Mr.  Floyd No.  | 

I  Mr.  Lewis No.  J 

SMr.  Witherspoou   No.  ) 

Mr.  Scudder No.  >No. 

Mr.  Fell No.  > 

(  Mr.  Armstrong  Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  j 

I  Mr.  Atlee No.  | 

Pennsylvania \  Mr.  Searle No.  )-No. 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.  | 

I  Mr.  McLeue Aye.  j 

l^Mr.  Wynkoop No.  J 

rMr.  Plater No.  "j 

,,       1      ,  J  Mr.  Carniichael No.  [,.- 

Maryland Ulr.  Henry No.  p''" 

i^Mr.  Jenifer No.  J 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye.   ^ 

Virginia •?  Mr.  Griffin No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.  ) 

SMr.  Penn No.  ) 

Mr.  Burke No.  /No. 

Mr.  Sharpe No.  ) 

c      .,  ^       ,•  Olr.  Laurens No.  )^ 

South  Carolina j  Mr.  Drayton No.   ^    ' 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
after  "  other  banks  "  to  insert  ''and  in  the  seas ;  "  which  being  amended 
to  read  "  and  seas," 
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On  the  queBtion,  Sliall  tlie  words  '^  and  seas"  be  inserted?  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.        No. 

f  Mr.  S.  Adaius No.    "i 

Massaohnsetts <|  Mr! LovSr;;:;;:;:;;;:;"No!'  i^o. 

I.  Mr.  Moltou No.    J 

Ti,     1    T  1       1  <  Mr.  EUcrv Ave.    ) ,. 

KliO'^-^  I«'''"'^ j  Mr.  Collins -...No.     S*" 

SMr.  yherinan Aye.    ) 
Mr.  Huntington Aye.   [>Aye. 
Mr.  Spencer No.     ) 

f  Mr.  Jay No.    "i 

I  Mr.  Duane No.     | 

New  York ■{  Mr.  Morris Aye.   ^No. 

I  Mr.  Floyd No.     | 

l^  Mr.  Lewis No.    j 

New  Terse V  ^  Mr.  Witherspoon Aye.   i. 

WewJersey ^  ^^.   Scudder Aye.   ^^^^• 

r  Mr.  A.rnistrong No.  ) 

Mr.  SLiippen No.  | 

^  ,        .  I  Mr.  Searle  .    No.  !  »t 

Pennsylvania ■   j^j,,    ^nhlenherg- No.  ,^  ^o. 

j  Mr.  McLene No.     | 

I,  Mr.  Wy  nkoop No.     J 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson Aye.      Aye. 

{Mr.  Plater No.    ^ 
Mr.  Carmichael Ave.   !  vt„ 
HT        XT  TV''  >No. 

Mr.  Henry JNo.     ( 
Mr.  Jenifer No.    J 

Mr.  Sniifh No. 

Virginia <^  Mr.  Griffin No.     ^ No. 

leining No. 


I  Mr.  Si 
I  Mr.  Gi 

(  Mr.  Fl 


i  Mr.  I'enn No.     ) 

s'  Mr.  IJnrke No.     >No. 


North  Carolina s  Mr.  IJnrke No. 

(  Mr.  Sliarpe No.     ) 

o      XI  r,       T  S  Mr.  Lanrens No.     ) -^j 

South  Carolina <  n,      ,^        ,  t.,         ^  No. 

/  Mr.  Uraytou No.     ^ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  being  amended  to  read  : 

"To  obviate  any  dis])utes  which  may  arise  respecting  the  fisheries,  it 
shall  be  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  peace  that  the  citizens  of  these  States 
shall  be  allowed  the  free  and  i»eaceable  nse  and  exercise  of  their  com- 
mon right  of  fishing  of  [f]  the  banlis  of  Newfoundland  and  other  banks 
of  North  America." 

When  the  house  was  ready  for  the  question,  the  previous  question 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr.  Scudder.  And  on 
the  question  to  agree  to  the  jnevious  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being- 
required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hampshire. Mr.  Whipple Aye.      Aye. 

^Mr.  S.  A«lams Aye.  i 

Massachusetts J  i^  f*'''''^,; ^""-     U^o. 

]  Mr.  Lovell No.     i 

[Mr.  Holtou No.     | 

Rhode  Island ^  ^| '•  /^'''T.'y No.     l 

I  Mr.  Collins No.      ^ 

(  Mr.  Shcnnnn No.     ) 

Connecticut ^  Mr.  Huntington No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  Spencer No.     ) 
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f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Duaue Aye.   | 

New  York ■{  Mr.  Morris Aye.   ^  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyd Aye.   | 

(Mr.  Lewis No.    J 

TIT        r  S  Mr.  Witherspoon Aye.   }  . 

^^^J^^^^y iMr.  Scudder Aye.   S^^^" 

fMr.  Aruistroug No.    'j 

I  Mr.  Shippeu No.     | 

I  Mr.  Atlee Aye.   | 

Pennsylvania <(  Mr.  Searle No.     ^  No. 

I  Mr.  Mubleuberg Ave.   | 

I  Mr.  McLeiie No.     j 

l^  Mr.  Wyukoop Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson Aye.     Aye. 

r  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ^ 

^,       ,      ,  I  Mr.  Carujichael Ave.  1   . 

^I^^y»^°^^ Ulr.  Henry Aye.  \^^^- 

l,Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Smith    Aye.   ) 

Virginia \  Mr.  Grittin Aye.    >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.   ) 

!Mr.  Penn Aye.   ) 
Mr.  Burke Aye.   /Aye. 
Mr.  Sharpe Aye.   ) 

„      .,   rt       1-  S  Mr.  Laurens No.     ) 

Soutli  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  J  0- 

So  it  was  resolved  iu  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set 
aside. 


Franklin  to  Mrs.  Bache.* 

Passy,  June  3,  1779. 

Dear  Sally:  I  have  before  me  your  letters  of  October  22  and  Jan- 
uary 17.  They  are  the  only  ones  I  received  from  you  in  the  course  of 
eighteen  months.  If  you  knew  how  happy  your  letters  make  me,  and 
considered  how  many  mi.scarr3\  I  think  you  would  write  oftener. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Miss  Cliftons  for  the  kind  care  they  took 
of  my  house  and  furniture.  Present  my  thankful  acknowledgments  to 
them,  and  tell  them  I  wish  them  all  sorts  of  happiness. 

The  clay  medallion  of  me  you  say  you  gave  to  Mr.  Hopkinson  was 
the  first  of  the  kind  made  in  France.  A  variety  of  others  have  been 
made  since  of  ditterent  sizes;  some  to  be  set  in  the  lids  of  snuff  boxes, 
and  some  so  small  as  to  bo  worn  in  rings;  and  the  numbers  sold  are 
incredible.  These,  with  the  pictures,  busts,  and  prints  (of  which  copies 
upon  copies  are  spread  everywhere),  have  made  your  father's  face  as 
well  known  as  that  of  the  moon,  so  that  he  durst  not  do  anything  that 
•would  oblige  him  to  run  away,  as  his  phiz  would  discover  him  wherever 
he  should  venture  to  show  it.  It  is  said  by  learned  etymologists  that 
the  name  doll,  for  the  images  children  play  with,  is  derived  from  the 
word  idol.  Fiom  the  number  of  dolls  now  made  of  him  he  may  be 
truly  said,  in  that  sense,  to  be  i-dollized  in  this  country. 
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I  think  you  did  right  to  stay  out  of  town  till  the  summer  was  over 
for  the  sake  of  your  child's  health.  I  hope  you  will  get  out  again  this 
summer  daring  the  hot  months,  for  I  begin  to  love  the  dear  little  crea- 
ture from  your  description  of  her. 

I  was  charmed  with  the  account  you  gave  me  of  your  industry,  the 
tablecloths  of  your  own  si)inning,  etc. ;  but  the  latter  part  of  the  para- 
graph, that  you  had  sent  for  linen  from  France  because  weaving  and 
flax  were  grown  dear,  alas  !  that  dissolved  the  charm  ;  and  your  send- 
ing for  long  black  pins  and  lace  and  feathers  !  disgusted  me  as  much 
as  if  you  had  put  salt  in  my  strawberries.  The  spinning,  I  see,  is  laid 
aside,  and  you  are  to  be  dressed  for  the  ball !  You  seem  not  to  know, 
my  dear  daughter,  that,  of  all  the  dear  things  in  this  world,  idleness  is 
the  dearest,  except  mischief. 

The  project  you  mention  of  removing  Temple  from  me  was  an  un- 
kind one.  To  deprive  an  old  man,  sent  to  serve  his  country  in  a  foreign 
one,  of  the  comfort  of  a  child  to  attend  him,  to  assist  him  in  health  and 
take  care  of  him  in  sickness,  would  be  cruel  if  it  was  practicable.  In 
this  case  it  could  not  be  done;  for  as  the  pretended  suspicions  of  him 
are  groundless,  and  his  behavior  in  every  respect  unexceptionable,  I 
should  not  part  with  the  child  but  with  the  employment.  But  I  am 
confident  that  whatever  may  be  proposed  by  weak  or  malicious  people, 
the  Congress  is  too  wise  and  too  good  to  think  of  treating  me  in  that 
manner. 

Ben.,  if  I  should  live  long  enough  to  want  it,  is  like  to  be  another  com- 
fort to  me.  As  I  intend  him  for  a  Presbyterian  as  well  as  a  republican, 
I  have  sent  him  to  finish  his  education  at  Geneva.  He  is  much  grown, 
in  very  good  health,  draws  a  little,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed,  learus 
Latin,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  dancing,  and  speaks  French  better  than 
English.  He  made  a  translation  of  your  last  letter  to  him,  so  that  some 
of  your  works  may  now  appear  in  a  foreign  language.  He  has  not  been 
long  from  me.  1  send  the  accounts  I  have  of  him,  and  shall  put  him  in 
mind  of  writing  to  you.  I  can  not  propose  to  you  to  part  with  your 
own  dear  Will.  1  must  one  of  these  days  go  back  to  see  him,  happy 
to  be  once  more  all  together;  but  futurities  are  uncertain.  Teach  him, 
however,  in  the  mean  time,  to  direct  his  worship  more  properly,  for  the 
deity  of  Hercules  is  now  quite  out  of  fashion. 

The  present  you  mention  as  sent  by  me  was  rather  that  of  a  merchant 
at  Bordeaux,  for  he  would  never  give  me  any  account  of  it,  and  neither 
Temple  nor  I  know  anything  of  the  particulars. 

When  I  began  to  read  your  account  of  the  high  prices  of  goods—"  a 
pair  of  gloves,  $7;  a  yard  of  common  gauze,  |24,  and  that  it  now 
required  a  fortune  to  maintain  a  family  in  a  very  plain  way  "—I  expected 
you  would  conclude  with  telling  me  that  everybody,  as  well  as  yourself, 
was  grown  frugal  and  industrious,  and  I  could  scarcely  believe  my  eyes 
in  reading  forward  that  "  there  never  was  so  much  pleasure  and  dress- 
ing going  on,"  and  that  you  yourself  wanted  black  pins  and  feathers 
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from  France  to  appear,  I  suppose,  in  the  mode.  This  leads  me  to  im- 
agine that  perhaps  it  is  not  so  much  tliat  the  goods  are  grown  dear,  or 
that  the  money  is  grown  cheap,  as  everything  else  will  do  wlien  excess- 
ively plenty,  and  that  people  are  still  as  easy  nearly  in  their  circum- 
stances as  when  a  pair  of  gloves  might  be  had  for  half  a  crown.  The 
war,  indeed,  may  in  some  degree  raise  the  prices  of  goods,  and  the  high 
taxes  which  are  necessary  to  support  the  war  may  make  our  frugality 
necessary  ;  and  as  1  am  always  preaching  that  doctrine,  I  can  not  in 
conscience  or  in  decency  encourage  the  contrary  by  my  example  in  fur- 
nishing my  children  with  foolish  modes  and  luxnries.  I  therefore  send 
all  the  articles  you  desire  that  are  usefid  aiul  necessary,  and  omit  the 
rest;  for,  as  you  say  you  should  "  have  great  pride  in  wearing  anything 
I  send  and  showing  it  as  your  father's  taste,"  1  must  avoid  giving  you 
an  opportunity  of  doing  that  with  either  lace  or  feathers.  If  you  wear 
your  cambric  ruftles  as  I  do,  and  take  care  not  to  mend  the  holes,  they 
will  come  in  time  to  be  lace;  and  feathers,  my  dear  girl,  may  be  had 
in  America  from  every  cock's  tail. 

If  you  happen  again  to  see  General  Washington,  assure  him  of  my 
very  great  and  sincere  respect,  and  tell  him  that  all  the  old  generals 
here  amuse  themselves  in  studying  the  accounts  of  his  operations  and 
approve  highly  of  his  conduct. 

Present  my  afiectionate  regards  to  all  friends  that  inquire  after  me, 
particnlarly  Mr.  Dufi&eld  and  family,  and  write  oftener,  my  dear  child, 
to  your  loving  father, 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay.* 

Passy,  June  4,  1779. 
HONOEABLE  GENTLEMEN  :  The  Commissioners  at  this  court  received 
the  letter  you  did  them  the  honor  of  writing  to  them  recommending  the 
Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  I  immediately  sent  it  to  be  perused  by  the  min- 
ister, who  desires  to  have  a  copy  of  it.  He  was  very  favorably  received 
by  his  majesty,  and  has  had  given  him  a  regiment  of  dragoons.  He 
retains  the  warmest  zeal  for  the  American  cause  and  affection  for  the 
people,  and  has  been  continually  moving  something  or  other  with  the 
ministry  for  the  advantage  of  America  (d\Qv  since  his  arrival.  The 
Chevalier  de  Ramondis,  too,  retains  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  at- 
tention paid  him  by  your  government  during  his  illness  under  the  loss 
of  his  arm.  Several  other  otScers  speak  highly  in  favor  of  our  country 
on  account  of  the  civilities  they  received  there,  which  has  a  very  good 
effect  here,  and  evinces  the  Misdom  of  the  conduct  you  are  accustomed 
to  pursue  with  regard  to  strangers  of  merit.  I  thought  it  right  to 
acquaint  3'ou  with  these  circumstances,  and  I  do  it  with  more  pleasure, 
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as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  assuriug  you  of  the  great  respect  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — If  tlie  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  is  going  to  America  to 
succeed  M.  Gerard  as  minister  from  this  court,  should  happen  to  put 
into  Boston,  yon  will  find  him  every  way  deserving  the  civilities  he 
may  receive,  independent  of  his  public  character.  He  is  much  esteemed 
and  respected  here,  has  great  connections,  and  is  a  hearty  friend  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  and  America. 


A.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.* 

Paris,  June  5,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  By  advices  from  America  since  my  last  to  you  my  enemies 
are  determined  to  impeach  my  attachment  to  our  country  and  her  cause 
per  fas  et  per  nefas.  This  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  request  of  you 
your  opinion  on  that  point,  from  the  knowledge  you  have  had  of  my 
conduct  while  we  acted  together  in  commission.  The  calumnies  of 
wicked  men  can  only  be  refuted  by  the  testimony  of  those  who  are 
honest  and  competent,  and  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  desire  this  of  you, 
lest  any  accident,  which  God  forbid,  should  befall  you  on  the  voyage. 

Late  letters  from  Charleston  say  they  are  all  in  good  spirits  there. 
No  other  news. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

Arthur  Lee. 


A.  Lee  to  Count  d'Aranda.t 

Paris,  June  7,  1779. 
Mr.  Lee  has  the  honor  to  present  his  respects  to  his  excellency  the 
ambassador  of  Spain,  and  begs  hin:  to  be  pleased  to  transmit  the  letter 
accompanying  this  to  his  court. 

TO  COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  BLANCA.} 

Paris,  June  6, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  your  excellency  a  memorial 
which  the  opportunities  I  have  had  of  knowing  the  temper  and  circum- 
stances of  Great  Britain  make  me  presume  to  submit  to  your  consider- 
ation. 

The  earnest  desire  I  have  of  rendering  some  service  to  Spain,  and 
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tlie  coujmou  interest  that  must  subsist  in  the  success  of  the  war,  should 
it  happen,  are  the  motives,  and  I  hope  will  be  the  apology,  for  what  I 
ofl'er. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


MEMOKIAL  TO   THE   COLRT   OF   SPAIN. 

Paius,  June  6,  1779. 

It  is  experience  that  leaches  wisdom.  The  misfortuues  of  our  frieuils  carry  this 
good  with  theui,  that  they  are  a  warniDg  to  us. 

The  preseut  war  between  France  and  England  has  been  conducted  chiefly  by  the 
privateers  of  the  latter.  They  have  made  a  prey  of  almost  the  whole  commerce  of 
F'rance.  This,  while  it  really  enriched  England,  rendered  the  war  popnlar.  It  has 
deeply  wounded  France  in  the  loss  of  her  sailors  as  well  as  of  her  property. 

The  cause  of  this  misfortune  is  manifest.  France  permitted  her  trade  to  go  on  as 
in  time  of  peace,  as  individuals  pleased,  and  without  convoy.  It  was  thought  better 
to  employ  their  ships  of  war  in  cruising  for  the  privateers  than  in  convoying  and 
defending  their  vessels  against  them.  It  was  not  considered  that  privateers  always 
go  single,  that  they  are  swift  and  small,  that  it  is  difficult  to  tind  a  small  and  single 
ship  at  sea,  and  that  an  East  or  West  India  prize  is  worth  fifty  privateers.  The 
consequences  have  been  proportioned  to  the  plan.  France  has  captured  some  little 
privateers  of  England,  the  English  the  large  and  rich  East  and  West  India  ships  of 
the  French.     This  is  a  misfortune  from  which  I  would  wish  to  warn  and  guard  Spain. 

The  English  have  greater  exi)ectations  of  rich  and  numerous  prizes  in  a  Spanish 
than  in  a  French  war.  If  they  are  disappointed  in  this,  such  a  war  would  soon 
become  unpopular  and  unmaintainable.  Now,  the  means  of  disappointing  their  expec- 
tations are,  as  I  conceive,  these :  To  lay  an  embargo  on  all  the  merchant  vessels  of 
Spain,  both  in  Europe  and  America,  at  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  Not  to 
suffer  their  merchantmen  or  galleons,  which  are  the  great  objects  of  English  avidity, 
to  go  out  of  their  i)orts  but  with  strong  convoys.  So  secured,  they  could  not  be  cap- 
tured but  by  a  fleet  or  strong  squadron  of  the  enemy.  But  fleets  and  large  squadrons 
hardly  ever  make  prizes,  nor  from  their  nature  and  circumstances  can  they  do  it. 
Privateers,  frigates,  and  single  ships  of  force  are  those  only  which  cruise  with  effect 
against  merchantmen.  Defended  from  these,  the  commerce  of  Spain  will  go  safe  and 
secure,  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  will  be  disappointed,  they  will  sustain  all  the  bur- 
den of  the  war  without  reaping  any  of  its  expected  benefits. 

Such  a  war  must  soon  become  unpopular  ;  and  the  wisest  ministers  in  the  best  of 
times  can  not  long  sustain  an  unpopular  war  in  England,  much  less  can  it  be  sus- 
tained in  times  of  great  and  manifest  difficulty  and  distress,  and  by  ministers  who 
have  not  given  the  most  distinguished  proofs  of  their  wisdom.  There  is  no  human 
event  more  sure  than  that  Spain,  if  she  secures  her  commerce  from  the  depredations 
of  the  enemy,  must  soon  reduce  Great  Britain  to  whateverequitable  terms  she  pleases. 
Add  to  this  that  if,  while  the  fleet  of  France  keeps  that  of  England  in  check  in  the 
channel  and  in  the  bay,  the  fleet  of  Spain  should  completely  block  up  the  Mediter- 
ranean, so  as  to  intercept  all  communication  with  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  these  strong- 
holds must  inevitably  surrender  in  a  few  months. 

I  may  therefore  be  now  permitted  to  repeat,  with  more  confidence  than  ever,  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Si)ain  to  clip  the  wings  of  Great  Britain  and  pinion  her  forever. 

Akthur  Lee. 
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Congress — Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad.  * 
[For  ])rior  proceedinjrs,  see  siqn'fi,  May  '.^,   1779.] 

June  8,  1779. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs  and  on  the  que.stion ;   Sliall  Mr.  R.  Izard 
be  recalled?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

f  Mr.  S.  Adams No,   '\ 

,,  ^        .L     -n  J  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  I  xy^ 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Love^l No.    f^"" 

LMr.  Ilolton No.   J 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Ellery Aye.     Aye. 

i  Mr.  Slierniaii Aye.  ) 

Connecticut ^  Mr.  Hnntingtou No.     >  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Si»encer Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ) 

Mr.  Dnaiie Aye.   | 

New  York {  Mr.  Morris  Aye.    )>Aye. 

Mr.  Floyd Aye.  | 

I  Mr.  Lewis Aye,  J 

T,T         T  ^  Mr.  Scudd(>r No.     f , 

New  Jersey ^  Mr.  Fell Aye,  J* 


■0. 


TMr,  Armstrong . No,   ") 

Mr.  Shippeu No. 

„  ^        ■  J  Mr.  Searle No,     [f^^ 

Pennsylvania i  ^^  Muhleuber- Aye.  '  N"" 

!  Mr.  McLene No.     | 

i^ Mr,  Wy u Uoop Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr,  Dickinson Aye.     Aye. 

Mr.  Plater Aye.  ] 

Mr.  Paca Aye.   i 

Maryland ■{  Mr,  Carmichael Ave,   )Aye. 

I  Mr.  Henry No. 

i  Mr.  J euifer Ave.  J 


Smith Aye.  ) 

Aye.  S 


SMr.  Smith  . 
Mr.  Griffin - 
Mr.  Flemiu 


Virginia <  Mr.  Griffin Aye.  />Aye, 


I  Mr.  Penu Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina •?  Mr.  Bnike Aye.  /Aye, 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  ) 

„       ,    ,-,       T  (  Mr.  Laurens No.     ^  t. - 

South  Carolina j  j^j^.   pr^yton No.     i^«- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrraative. 

A  motion  was  tlien  made  V)y  Mr.  Dnane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Armstrong. 

"That  Mr.  Izard  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that  he 
need  not  repair  to  America  until  it  suits  his  convenience." 

An  objection  being  made  to  this  as  being  out  of  order, 

On  the  question.  Is  the  motion  in  order  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whii)ple Aye.     Aye. 

TMr.  S.  Adams Aye.  T 

Massachusetts  Bay I  ^t  '  t         ii *    "     / 

1  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  f 

I  Mr,  Holton A\e.  J 

"MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  printed  secret  journals  of  Congress,  the  latter  being  imperfect. 
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Rhode  Island ]  ^J""  n^'fr'' ^^^-  I  Ave 

I  Mr.  Collins Aye.  ^■^■>*'* 

(  Mr.  Sheiman Aye.  ) 

Connecticut -^  Mr.  Huutiugton Aye.  >Aye, 

(Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ) 

I  Mr.  Duane Aye.  | 

New  York \  Mr.  Morris No.     >Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyil Aye.  | 

(^Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

New  Terspv  S  Mr.  Scudder No.    If. 

JNew  Jersey ^  ^^^    j^.^^j ^^^    jO. 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ) 

I  Mr.  Shippen Ave.  | 

Pennsylvania I  m''  ^r[\''-, ^^'•'-     Ave 

■'  )  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  f^-^^' 

I  Mr.  McLene Aye.  | 

l^  Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.  J 

Delaware    Mr.  Dickinson Aye.     Aye. 

f  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Paca No.    I 

Maryland <J  JNlr.  Carmichael Aye.  )>Aye. 

I  Mr.  Henry Aye.  | 

I,  Mr.  Jenifer No.    J 

(  Mr.  Smith No.    ) 

Virginia -^  Mr.  Griffiin Aye.  VNo. 

f  Mr.  Fleming No.    > 

(  Mr.  Penu No.     ) 

North  Carolina /  Mr.  Burke Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  > 

South  Carolina \  f/'  L^^rens No.    )^ 

I  Mr.  Drayton No.     ^^''* 

So  it  was  resolved  iu  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sherman,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell, 

Resolved,  That  the  words  "  until  it  suits  his  convenience"  be  stricken 
out. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paca, 

New  Hampshire Mn  Whipjile Aye.     Aye. 

r  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  ^ 

Massachusetts  Bay )^  S^S, •:;:;:;;::;;;;^.  Uye. 

tMr.  Holton Aye.  J 

Rhode  Island ^  S''  p"n-^ t^''-  Uje. 

)  Mr    f  o    ina A  va     (  "J  ^* 


Mr.  Collins Aye.  ^  ' 

I  Mr.  Sherman Aye.) 

Connecticut }  Mr.  Huntington Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  S 

fMr.  Jay No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Duane Aye.  | 

New  York )>  Mr.  Morris No.    >  Aye. 

!  Mr.  Floyd Aye. 

tMr.  Lewis Aye.  ) 

New  Jersey  \  ^^^-  Scudder Aye.  ?  , 

iNew  jersey ^  Mr.  Fell Aye.  S^ 

Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  '^ 

Mr.  Shippen Aye.  j 


Pennsylvania <|  ^f"*- fn!" '  •>: t^'^-  Uve. 

■^  )  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.    f     ' 

I  Mr.  McLene Aye.  I 

l^Mr.  Wynkoof) Aye,  J 
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Delaware Mr.  Dickiusou Aye.     Aye. 

fMr.  Plater No.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Paca No.  | 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Carniicbael    No.  >No. 

I  Mr.  Henry Aye.  | 

l^Mr.  Jenifer No.  J 

(  Mr.  Smith No,  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griflin No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.  ) 

^  Mr.  Penn No.  ^ 

North  Carolina n  Mr.  Bnrke ".  ..No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe No.  ) 

.,      ,,    ^,       ,.  (  Mr.  Laurens No.  ( y. 

South  Carolina j  Mr.  Drayton No.  ^'^"• 

So  it  was  resolved: 

That  Mr.  Izard  be  iuformed  it  is  the  seuse  of  Congress  he  need  not 
repair  to  America. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  William  Lee  be  recalled  ?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Suiith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.Whipple No.       No. 

f  Mr.  S.Artanis No.    ^ 

,         ,,     ,>  J  Mr.  rjerry .Aye.  !  ^ 

Massachusetts  Bay <  j^j,.   l,, veil No.     f  ^»- 

Ul.  Holt  on No.   J 

„,     ,     T1.1  5  Mr.  Ellery -^ye.  ?  Avp 

Rhode  Island {  t^^   r',>ii;.,u  A^o    ^Aye. 


Mr.  Collins Aye. 

i  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Huntington Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Duane Aye.  | 

New  York {  Mr.  Morris Aye.  ^Aye. 

I  Mr.  Floyd Aye.  | 

i  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

,  (  Mr.  Scudder No.    )r. 

New  Jersey j  ^^^.   p^n ^^^    ^0. 

fMr.  Armstrong No.   "J 

I  Mr.  Shipp-jn No. 

„  ,  ;  Mr.  Searle No.     Ut„ 

Pennsylvania -j  j^j^,   Muhlenb,  rg Aye.  f^*"" 

I  M.i.  McLene No.     j 

l^  Mr.  Wyukoop Ay e.  j 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson Aye.     Aye, 

fMr.  Plater Aye,^ 

I  Mr.  Paca Aye.  j 

Maryland i  Mr.  Carmichael Aye.  )  Aye, 

I  Mr.  Henry No.     | 

(Mr.  JeuilVr Aye.  J 


Virginia 


!Mr.  Suiitli Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Griftin Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr..  Fleming Aye.  > 

i  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina <.  Mr.  Burke Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye,  ) 

„      .,    r,       ,•  S  Mr.  Laurens No.     }-kj^ 

South  Carolina J  j^j^   Drayton No.    T^' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  W.  Lee  be  iuformed  that  itis  the  sense  of  Congress 
that  he  need  not  repair  to  America. 
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Resolved^  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  miuigter  or  commis- 
sioner for  these  United  States  at  a  foreign  court. 

The  seventli  proposition  in  the  report  being-  read,  viz  : 

"That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United 
States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall  exercise  any  other  public  office." 

On  this  the  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Drayton,  which  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the  main  question 
was  set  aside. 

The  eighth  proposition  being  read,  viz: 

"That  no  person  be  ai)i)ointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
siouer  for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,  and  who  has 
not  a  fixed  and  permanent  interest  therein." 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris. 

A  division  of  the  main  question  being  called  for,  on  the  previous 
question  to  the  first  clause,  viz  : 

"  That  no  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
sioner for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizen  thereof,"  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Penn, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

f  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye.  ^ 

MassachnseitHBay <!  Mr!  Em'iSr:;:;:;  :::.;::lje:  \^^^^- 

I  Mr.  Holtou Aye.  J 

Tj,     1    T  1       1  ^  Mr.  Ellerv Aye.  ^  . 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Collims Aye.  l^J-^' 

Connect icut Mr.  Sherman Aye.    Aye. 

SMr.  Jay No.    ) 
Mr.  Duane No.    >No. 
Mr.  Floyd Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  | 

T>  1        ■  j  Mr.  Searle Ave.  !  » 

Feunsylvauia <  ,,     aj   i  i     i  a'       ^Ave. 


Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye. 

j  Mr.  McLeue Aye.  j 

\  Mr.  Wyukooj) Aye.  j 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson Aye.     Aye 

(  Mr.  Paca No 

Maryland <  Mr.  Henry No 

(  Mr.  Jenifer Aye 

L  Mr.  Smith No 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griffin No 

f  Mr.  Flemius: N 


fo.     ) 
fo.    >No. 
fo.    > 


S  Mr.  Penn No.    ) 
M r.  Bnrke No.    ^ No. 
Mr.  Sharpe No.    ) 

c,      .,    ri       1-  <  Mr.  Lanrens Ave.  ?  .^ 

South  Carolina J  Mr.  Drayton No.     ]    ' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  clause  was  set  aside. 
The  ])revious  question  being  put  on  the  second  clause  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative,  and  that  was  also  set  aside.* 

*For  lurther  proceedings,  see  infra,  June  10,  1779. 
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J,  Adams  to  Arthur  Lee.* 

L'Orient,  June  9,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  Tonr  favors  of  June  tlie  2d  and  5tli  are  now  before  me; 
that  of  the  29th  of  March  I  have  answered,  if  I  ever  received  it,  for  I 
have  answered  every  one  I  have  received  from  jou,  but  not  having  my 
papers  at  hand  can  not  be  particular.  I  thank  you  for  the  manuscript 
and  the  pami)hlet. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  from  you,  and  from  all  others,  so  agreeable  a 
character  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  and  M.  Marbois,  the  last  of 
whom  I  have  had  the  ]»leasure  to  see. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  more  for  Mr.  Ford,  and  to  take  him 
with  me,  but  the  frigate  will  be  so  crowded  1  fear  it  would  be  iujpos- 

sible.t 

The  declarations  of  the  northern  powers  against  the  right  of  Eng- 
land to  stop  their  merchant  vessels  and  arming  to  support  their  rights 
are  important  events.  The  displacing  of  Mr.  Paine  is  a  disagreeable 
and  alarming  one. 

It  is  with  no  SMiall  astonishment  that  I  learn  by  your  letter  of  the 
5th  that,  by  advices  from  America  since  your  last  to  me,  your  enemies 
are  determined  to  impeach  your  attachment  to  our  country  and  her 
cause.  Your  request  that  I  would  give  my  opinion  on  that  subject, 
from  the  knowledge  I  have  had  of  your  conduct  while  we  acted  in  com- 
mission together,  can  meet  with  no  objection  from  me.  But  I  hope  I 
need  not  inform  you  that  my  opinion  upon  this  point  is  no  secret  at 
Versailles,  Paris,  Kantes,  or  elsewhere.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter 
I  did  myself  the  honor  to  write  to  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  some  time  ago,  which,  for  anything  I  know,  is  communicated 
to  all  the  court,  but  the  answer  shows  that  it  was  received.  I  had  my 
reasons  then  for  keeping  it  to  myself,  which  exist  now  no  more.  I 
would  transcribe  the  whole  correspondence  if  it  was  in  my  power,  but 
I  have  not  time,  and  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  conducted  by 
his  excellency  with  the  most  obliging  politeness.  It  is  my  duty  now  to 
furnish  you  with  a  copy,  lest  any  accident  may  befall  me,  which  is  by 
no  means  improbable.  I  thought  then  and  am  confirmed  in  that  opin- 
ion more  and  more,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  communicate  my  sentiments 
at  court  upon  that  very  extraordinary  occasion ;  and  from  regard  to 
my  own  reputation  I  am  very  glad  you  have  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  furnishing  you  with  evidence  that  I  did  this  part  of  my  duty  so  far 
forth.  The  letter  was  written,  sent  to  Versailles,  and  received  by  his 
excellency  before  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  his  aid-de- 
camp, or  Dr.  Winship;  that  is,  before  the  news  reached  Passy  of  the 
new  arrangement.:}:     But  lest  that  letter  should  not  be  sufficient,  I 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  584  ;  7  .Tohu  Adams'  Works,  95. 

t  As  to  Ford,  see  Introduction,  \M50. 

\  See  J.  Adams  to  Vergeunes,  Feb.  11,  1779,  supra. 
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shall  enclose  another  certificate,  not  without  a  heartfelt  grief  that 
malice  should  have  been  so  daring  and  so  barbarous  as  to  make  such 
a  letter  or  such  a  certificate  from  me  either  necessary  or  even  pardon- 
able.* Your  hint  that  I  must  correct  some  things  that  are  amiss  ex- 
torts from  me  an  involuntary  sigh.  I  shall  be  in  a  situation  critical 
and  difficult  without  example,  my  own  character  at  stake  from  vari- 
ous quarters,  and  without  anything  to  support  me  but  truth  and  inno- 
cence; and  you  need  not  be  informed  that  these  are  not  always  suffi- 
cient. I  have  little  expectation  of  doing  good;  God  grant  I  may  do  no 
harm.  I  shall  not  designedly ;  but  I  suppose  Congress  intend  to  ex- 
amine me  as  a  witness,  and  I  must  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  as  far  as  I  know  it.  If  the  task  should  end 
here  I  should  not  be  much  embarrassed:  but  if  they  should  proceed  to 
demand  of  me  opinions  and  judgments  of  men  and  things,  as  there  is 
reason  to  expect  they  will,  although  I  hope  they  will  not,  what  will  be 
the  consequences?  Upon  the  whole,  truth  must  be  oy  shield,  and  if 
the  shafts  of  interested  malice  can  pierce  tlirough  this  they  shall 
pierce  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Jay.t 

Passy,  June  9,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  a  few  days  since,  by  way  of  St.  Eustatia,  the 
dui)iicate  of  a  letter  \o\\  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  of  3d  January; 
but  the  act  of  Congress  of  December  23d,  which  you  mentioned,  is  not 
come  to  hand. 

Colonel  S.  Duicks,  whom  the  secretary  names  to  you,  called  here  in 
his  way  to  Holland,  and  brought  me  a  recommendatory  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Trumbull,  but  neither  himself  nor  that  letter  mentioned  an^'thiug 
of  his  business  in  Holland  except  to  see  his  friends,  so  that  I  yet  know 
of  nothing  to  the  purport  of  that  act.  The  other,  of  January  1,  is  come 
to  hand.  Besides  the  reason  given  in  it  for  deferring  the  expedition  to 
Canada,  there  is  one  that  would  weigh  much  with  me,  and  that  is  our 
want  of  sufficient  quantity  of  hard  money.  The  Canadians  are  afraid  of 
paper  and  would  never  take  the  Congress  money.  To  enter  a  country 
which  you  mean  to  make  a  friend  of  with  an  army  that  must  have  occa- 
sion every  day  for  fresh  provision,  horses,  carriage  labor  of  every  kind, 
having  no  acceptable  money  to  pay  to  those  that  serve  you,  and  to  be 
obliged,  therefore,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  to  take  that  service 
by  force,  is  the  sure  way  to  disgust,  offend,  and  by  degrees  make  ene- 
mies of  the  whole  people,  after  which  all  your  operations  will  be  more 


•  See  J.  Adams  to  A.  Lee,  June  10,  1779,  infra. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;   6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  425. 


216  DIPLOMATIC   CORRESPONDENCE. 

diflScult,  all  your  motions  discovered,  and  every  endeavor  used  to  liave 
you  driven  back  out  of  their  country. 

I  need  not  recommend  tlie  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  the  President 
of  Congress,  His  public  character  will  recommend  him  sufficiently  to 
all  the  respect  and  consideration  due  to  the  minister  of  so  great  and 
good  a  prince  as  the  King  of  France,  our  ally.  I  shall  only  mention 
that  his  private  character  here  is  an  excellent  one  and  that  he  is  con- 
nected by  relation  to  some  of  the  greatest  and  best  people  of  this 
country.  I  hope  that  his  residence  with  us  may  be  made  agreeable  to 
him.  1  have  written  largely  to  the  committee.  By  our  last  advices 
from  Holland  the  English  interest  diminishes  there,  and  from  England 
they  write  that  the  daily  apprehensions  of  a  war  with  Spain  begin  to 
have  a  serious  effect  in  disposing  people  generally  to  wish  for  peace. 
Great  preparations  are  making  here  in  all  the  seaports,  and  this  sum- 
mer will  probably  produce  some  important  action. 
With  great  respect  and  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Congress — Action  as  to  Ministers  abroad — Deane's  Case.* 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  to  proceed  in  the  consideration 
of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs  (suirra,  March  27,  April  15, 1779), 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  said  report  be  postponed  until  order  l)e 
taken  on  this  letter  of  22d  May  last  from  Mr.  Deane,  and  a  decision 
made  on  the  resolution  moved  thereon  by  a  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina, seconded  by  a  member  from  South  Carolina. 

On  the  questiou  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Burke, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

(  Mr.  S.  Adams No.     ) 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Gerry No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  Holtou Aye.  ) 

T>,     1    T  1      A  (  Mr.  Ellery No.     )f, 

Rhode  Island J  Mr.  Collins Aye.  T" 

t  Mr.  Sherman No.     ) 

Couuecticut <  Mr.  Huntingdon No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  Hpeucer Aye.  ) 

^■>-^-"^ \^iZi;::v.::-:::\\:\^My- 

„        T  ^  Mr.  Scudder No.     ?„ 

New  Jersey J  Mr.  Fell Aye.  S*^- 

Mr.  Armstrong No.    1 

Mr.  Sliippen No. 

,.  1        .  I  Mr.  Searle No.     !  ^^^ 

Peunsylvama <  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  T"" 


Mr.  McLeue No. 

Mr.  Wynkoop Aye. 
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(  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ] 

\fr>^.-1o.,^  J  ^ii"'  Cannichael Aye.  !   . 

^^^^'^''^^•^ V^Ir.  Henry Aye.  f  ^^^^ 

(  Mr.  Jen  ifer Aye.  J 

I  Mr.  Sniitli Aye.  i 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griflm Aye.  .--Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Peun Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Burke Aye.  ^  Aye. 


Aye. 


Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  ) 

o      LI   ri       1-  (  Mr.  Laurens Av( 

Sontli  Carolina <  n,     t^       .  a        / 

)  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  iu  the  affirmative. 

Tbe  motion  was  then  read,  viz  : 

"That  Silas  Deane,  esq.,  be  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United  States 
without  the  special  permission  of  Congress  ;  and  that  Arthur  Lee,  esq., 
be  directed  to  repair  forthwitli  to  America,  in  order  the  better  to  enable 
Congress  to  inquire  iuto  the  truth  of  the  several  allegations  and  sug- 
tions  made  by  the  said  Arthur  Lee  against  Mr.  Silas  Deane." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put  the  previous  question  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adams,  and  a  division  of  the 
main  question  being  called  for. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  question  on  the  first  clause, 
viz,  "That  Silas  Deane,  esq.,  be  ordered  not  to  dei)art  the  United 
States  without  the  sjiecial  permission  of  Congress," 

The  yeas  and  nays  being;  required  by  Mr  Laurens, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye. 

(  Mr.  S.  Adams Aye. 

MassachnsettsBay |  J^  ^''% f^'«- 

■'  Mr.  Lovell Aye. 

I  Mr.  Holtou Aye. . 

Rhode  Island i  m'' S'n''' ^^'''fo. 

}  Mr.  Coiluis No.     ^ 

(  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  i 

<  Mr.  Huntingdon Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 

S  Mr.  Jay No.    )-^^ 


Connecticut. 


New  York  . 
New  Jersey 


I  Mr.  Duaue 


.No. 


Pennsylvania . 


Maryland 


(  Mr.  Scudder Aye.  )  . 

\  Mr.  P^ll Aye.  ^^"^®- 

fMr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  ( 

j  Mr.  Searle Aye.  [  . 

]  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.     .'^^y®- 

I  Mr.  McLeue Aye.  | 

t  Mr.  VVynkoop Aye.  J 

r Mr.  Paca No.   ) 

J  Mr.  Carmichael No. 

I  Mr.  Henry No. 

I  Mr.  Jenifer Aye. 


No. 


(  Mr.  Smitli No. 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Griffin 

(  Mr.  Fleming 

i  Mr.  Penn No 


No.    ) 
No.    VNo. 
No.    S 


North  Carolina. 


South  Carolina. 


/  Mr.  Burke No. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe No. 

^  Mr.  Laurens No. 

i  Mr.  Drayton No. 


No. 


No. 
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So  the  States  were  equally  divided,  aud  the  question  lost. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  clause  above  mentioned,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being-  required  by  Mr.  Holton, 


No. 


Rbtxle  Island. 
Couuecticiit .. 
New  Yurk 


New  Hanip.shire Mr.  Whipple No. 

{Mr.  S.  Adams No. 
Mr.  Gerry No. 
Mr.  Lovell No. 
Mr.  Holtou No.   J 

(  Mr.  Ellery No.     \^ 

I  Mr.  C'ollius Aye.  i 

i  Mr.  Sherman No.     ) 

/  .Mr.  Himtinj^dou No.     >No. 

I  M r.  Speucer No.    ) 

^^^•J«y t>'*'-  (Aye. 

)Mr.  Duane. Aye.  S     "^ 

„        T  ^  Mr.  Scudder No.    ^ -, 

NewJer.sey J  Mr.  Fell Aye.  \ 

(  Mr.  Armstrong; No.    \ 

I  Mr.  Shii>peu No.     | 

-o  1        .  J  Mr.  Searle No.     (^^ 

Penii.sy]vauia  <|  j^^^_  Muhlenher- Aye.  f  ^•'• 

I  Mr.  McLeiie No. 

l^Mr.  Wyiilv00i» Aye.  J 

r  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ^ 

1,,       ,      ,  I  Mr.  Carmichael Aye.  i  ,^ 

M'lryland 1  Mr.  Henry No.    f"' 

Ulr.  Jenifer No.    J 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griffin  Aye.  /Aye. 

I  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

SMr.  Peun Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Burke Aye.  [-Aye. 
Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  > 

a      4.1   r^       T  ^  Mr.  Lanreu.s Aye.  (  . 

South  Carolina <^  ^^^   Drayton Aye.  ^  ^^^• 

So  the  States  were  equally  divided,  aud  the  question  lost. 

The  previous  [question]  being  put  on  the  second  clause,  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  every  member  answering  except  Mr.  Henry  aud  Mr. 
Smith. 

So  the  maiu  question  was  set  aside* 

*Mr.  Henry  Lanreus,  June  11,  1779,  in  commenting  on  the  above  vote,  says: 
"Never  was  there  a  more  droll  scene  exhibited  in  a  public  assembly  than  the  fore- 
going. 

"Almost  every  man  who  voted  for  detaining  Mr.  Deane  did  so  from  a  hope  of  secur- 
ing a  vote  for  recalling  Mr.  Lee.  When  this  should  have  been  effected,  Mr.  Deane 
was  to  have  obtained  'the  special  permission  of  Congress  for  departing  from  the 
United  States',  or  it  might  be  that  he  would  depart  without  the  'special  permission', 
« for  who  could  control  him'  (said  Mr.  S.  and  J.  P.).  Such  sentiments  were  expressed 
by  both  parties,  which  warrant  this  suggestion.  To  these  aud  similar  expressions  l 
replied  in  Congress  :  '  If  Mr.  Deane,  in  defiance  of  the  order  of  Congress,  shrill  depart 
the  United  States,  it  will  be  pleading  guilty,  aud  upon  Mr.  Lee's  ajipearance  before 
Congress  aud  giving  evidence  against  Mr.  Deane  judgmeut  will  go  against  him  by 
his  default;  aud  I  believe  that  neither  this  nor  a  future  Congress  will  hazard  the 
public  resentment  which  would  follow  a  permis.sion  to  Mr.  Deane  to  depart  before 
the  appearance  of  Mr.  Lee,  unless  from  captivity  or  other  extraordinary  accident  be 
should  be  detained  an  unreasonable  length  of  time.'  On  the  other  hand,  those  who 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  recalling  a  faithful  servant,  and  subjecting  him  to  the  risk 
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J.  Adams  to  Arthur  Lee.* 

L'Orient,  June  10,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  from  Paris  of  the  5th  of 
this  month,  in  which  you  inform  me  that,  by  advices  from  America, 
your  enemies  are  determined  to  impeach  your  attachment  to  our  country 
and  her  cause,  and  in  which  you  request  my  opinion  on  that  point  from 
the  knowledge  I  have  had  of  your  conduct  while  we  acted  together  iu 
commission. 

At  the  same  ti^ne  that  I  lament  the  necessity  of  giving-  my  testimony 
to  a  point  that  ought  to  be  so  well  established  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  I  have  great  pleasure  iu  declaring  that  from  my  first  knowledge 
of  your  fame  to  this  hour  1  have  never  entertained  one  moment's  sus- 
picion of  your  attachment  to  our  country  and  her  cause,  but  on  the 
contrary,  through  the  whole  course  of  that  period,  which  I  think  is 
more  than  teu  years,  1  have  seen  frequent  proofs  of  your  fidelity  and 
zeal  iu  it,  oftentimes  at  a  great  expense  of  labor  and  care,  at  least,  and 
at  great  hazard;  and  particularly  through  the  space  of  time  I  had  the 
honor  to  serve  with  you  iu  commission  I  never  saw  or  heard  anything 
which  gave  me  the  least  suspicion  of  the  sincerity,  fidelity,  or  zeal  of 
your  devotion  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, constant  evidence  of  a  warm  affection  for  their  honor,  dignity, 
and  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

of  being  captured  and  carried  into  England,  whose  king  and  ministers  of  state  are 
exceedingly  exasperated  against  him,  and  who  also  suspected  the  designs  of  the  oppo- 
site party,  therefore  voted  against  their  wishes  to  detain  Mr.  Deane,  because  the  re- 
call of  Mr.  Lee  was  tacked  to  that  article  as  an  express  condition.  Thus  were  votes 
given  by  all,  three  or  four  excepted,  against  the  principles  of  the  voters. 

"My  sole  motive  in  bringing  forward  the  proposition  for  detaining  Mr.  Deane  and 
ordering  Mr.  Lee  to  appear  and  support  his  charges  was  for  obtaining  justice;  (1) 
to  my  much  injured  country;  (2)  to  individuals. 

"The  proposition  originally  sprang  from  myself,  although  Mr.  Burke  reduced  it  to 
writing,  iu  order,  he  said,  to  try  if  gentlemen  were  in  earneet.  He  never  found  one 
otherwise. 

"  Before  I  had  voted  against  the  recall  of  Mr.  Lee  (on  the  8th  of  June,  1779  ;  see  the 
journal)  I  had  repeatedly  declared  in  Congress  that  I  would  vote  for  his  recall,  pro- 
vided Congress  would  detain  Mr.  Deane,  and  that  opinion  I  have  invariably  supported 
in  private  conversations  with  Mr.  Lee's  brother,  and  other  particular  friends,  iu  oppo- 
sition to  their  sentiments.  '  Fiat  Jtistitia  mat  coelum,'  -was  my  governing  principle. 
Thank  God,  I  have  acted  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  my  conscience,  without  respect 
to  persons,  and  I  trust  my  country  will  not  condemn  my  conduct." — Silas  Deane  in 
France,  Phil.,  185.5,  98.     (As  to  Deane's  case,  see  further  Aug.  16,  1779.) 

*  MSS.  Dep,  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  560;  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  95. 
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Lovell  to  Adams." 
[Coulidential.] 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1770. 

I  shall  not  look  through  the  notes  in  my  almanac  to  see  whether  I 
have  written  to  yon  twenty-two  or  twenty-four  times.  I  shall  go  upon 
the  easier  task  of  acknowledging  all  those  I  have  had  from  yon,  namely. 
6th  December,  1778,  received  16th  February,  1779,  answered  the  17th; 
26th  September,  1778,  received  4th  March,  1779,  answered  2Sth  April, 

Three  months  ago  Mr.  G.  t  communicated  to  us  thatSi)ain  was  medi- 
ating, and  that  we  ought  to  take  speedy,  decisive  measures  for  peace. 
London  gazettes  told  us  the  first  part,  and  it  appears  strange  that 
neither  Dr.  F.,  Mr.  L.,  nor  you  have  hinted  this  matter  to  us  lately^  if  you 
did  not  avow  it  authoritatively.  We  have  some  wise  men  here  who  are 
sure  they  could  fish  out  all  the  court  secrets.  In  the  various  attempts 
to  pull  down  A.  L.  to  make  way  for  some  one  to  go  from  hence  "  who 
knows  all  the  present  circumstances  of  America,  and  therefore  could 
negotiate  properly,"  your  want  of  ability  to  give  us  information  such  as 
we  wish  for,  or  fancy  can  be  had,  is  said  to  spring  from  the  suspicions 
of  the  French  court  respecting  one  of  you,  and  something  like  an 
attempt  to  dictate  to  us  a  choice  has  been  seen  here.  An  extract  of  a 
letter  from  theCount  de  V.  has  been  quoted,  "  Je  craim  Mondeur  A.  L.  et 
ses  entours,^^  and  we  are  tempted  to  think  that  therefore  the  communica- 
tion before  mentioned  came  through  Mr.  G.  But  this  is  different  from 
what  was  once  the  conduct,  for  Mr.  Deane  tells  us  that  he  was  directed 
to  tell  Dr.  F.  what  he  did  not  choose  to  tell  Mr.  Lee,  or,  as  he  wishes  to 
have  it  believed,  which  he  \\^ am  forbidden  to  tell  him.  I  am  persuaded  | 
Dr.  F.  would  not  readily  disgust  the  French  court  in  such  a  point.  If 
there  is  any  seriousness  in  the  business,  I  suppose  the  court  stood  upon 
the  punctilio  of  not  having  the  compliment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary 
returned  at  that  time.  Mr.  Lee's  enemies  have  produced  nothing  but 
innuendoes  to  procure  his  removal,  while  they  dare  not  deny  his  integrity 
and  abilities  in  our  service.  Mr.  D.  says  the  Lees  are  not  fit  for  transac- 
tions with  a  '•'  gallant"  nation.  But  doubtless  those  men  wMio  want  his 
place  would  be  very  gallant  indeed  on  certain  points  in  negotiation.  The 
eastern  States  are  charged  with  wanting  what  they  have  no  right  to, 

"  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  480. 

+  M.  Gerard,  the  French  minister. 

j  In  what  purports  to  he  a  duplicate  of  this  letter  Mr.  Lovell  makes  many  varia- 
tions. The  following  occurs  here  :  "I  am  persuaded  Di-.  Franklin  would  not  readily 
blab  any  matter  to  Mr.  Lee  which  the  court  might  contidentially  tell  him.  But  it  may 
be  said  the  doctor  was  perhaps  at  that  period  only  on  a  par  with  Mr.  Lee  and  you,  so 
thai,  he  could  not  otHcially  convey  the  news  of  a  negotiation  from  France  to  us  with- 
out consulting  Mr.  Lee.  It  has  been  attempted  to  persuade  us  that  Spain  is  disgusted 
with  Mr.  Lee.  If  more  than  innuendoes  had  been  addressed  we  should  have  made  a 
new  appointment  perhaps,  though  it  is  a  very  delicate  matter." — Note  to  J.  Adams' 
Works,  481. 
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and  what  is  of  "  no  interest  to  the  southern  States."  Plenty  are  these 
local  seutimeuts  lately;  and  R.  H.  Lee,  with  H.  Laurens,  are  squinted  at 
as  two  monsters  on  the  other  side  of  the  Susquehanna  who  pursue 
points  in  which  the  southern  States  have  no  interest.  Would  France 
or  England  reason  that  way  on  the  fishery  ?  I  expect,  however,  that 
we  shall  coalesce  in  a  few  days  upon  what  may  be  ultimata  ready  for 
some  future  day  of  pacification  when  Britain  shall  be  restored  to  her 
senses.     She  is  quite  wild  and  foolish  yet,  in  my  opinion. 

You  will  be  scarcely  able  by  our  motley  journals  to  understand  what 
we  are  about.  Why  did  I  vote  for  your  name  to  be  inserted  April  20, 
page  10  ?  A  majority  against  me  had  before  resolved  that  the  names 
should  be  added;  that  Dr.  Franklin's  should  be  inserted;  but  did  not 
proceed  by  yeas  and  nays,  therefore  I  was  entrapped.  Not  having  my 
nay  appear  on  Dr.  Franklin,  could  I  say  way  to  Deane,  the  causa  ma- 
lorum  ?  And  as  it  was  not  mutual  suspicion,  etc.,  I  could  not  exclude 
you,  who  was  suspected  and  stigmatized  in  the  rei)ort  of  the  committee, 
though  more  to  the  disgrace  of  Mr.  Izard  than  yourself,  if  there  was 
any  disgrace  in  the  circumstance  of  his  imagining  that  your  connection 
with  the  "eaters  and  distillers  of  molasses"*  had  warped  your  judg- 
ment against  the  interest  of  other  parts  of  the  continent.t  Mr.  Izard  has 
good  testimony  to  his  many  estimable  qualities,  but  his  best  friends  say 
he  is  irascible  even  when  he  has  not  a  fit  of  the  gout,  as  he  unfortunately 
had  when  he  was  writing  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  probably,  too,  when  he 
made  his  strictures  upon  your  opinion  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  arti- 
cles. 

Every  appearance  is  that  you  will  not  be  passed  over  without  honor- 
able notice  when  the  report  receives  its  finishing  discussion.  My  own 
settled  opinion  of  you  leads  me  the  more  readily  to  think  there  is  no 
plot  concealed  under  the  professions  in  your  favor  which  have  fallen 
from  men  lately  whose  general  conduct  is  of  a  kind  to  make  me  cry : 
Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes.\ 


*  See  :}  J.  Adams'  Works,  48. 

t  The  versioa  of  the  duplicate  is  more  to  the  poiut.  Mr.  L.  says:  "A  majority 
against  me  had  resolved,  first,  that  the  names  should  be  added  ;  secondly,  that  Dr. 
Franklin's  should  be  inserted  ;  but  did  not  proceed  by  yeas  and  nays,  therefore  I  was 
entrapped.  Not  having  my  nay  to  show  in  the  first,  I  was  forced  to  go  through  uni- 
forndy.  It  being  as  true  that  suspicious  and  animosities  had  been  minuted  by  the 
committee  respectiug  you  as  respecting  the  rest,  for  the  report  did  not  say  mutual 
suspicions,  etc.  It  was  calculated  to  open  the  door  for  several  new  elections.  "— 
Note  to  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  482. 

X  The  fourth  article  reported  by  the  committee  of  thirteen,  upon  which  the  question 
arose,  is  in  the  following  words  : 

"That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among  the  said  commissioners  which 
may  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Duane  moved  that  the  names  of  the  commissioners  be  added,  taking  the  sense 
of  the  house  on  each  name  to  be  added,  which  motion  prevailed. 

Dr.  Franklin's  name  was  inserted  without  yeas  and  nays.  The  names  of  all  the 
other  commissioners  were  inserted  by  large  majorities,  excepting  Mr.  Adams.     In 
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I  firmly  believe  that  your  friend  Lincoln  has  got  complete  success 
over  the  southern  enemy.  He  will  receive  permission  to  return  hither 
just  in  the  hours  of  glory,  so  that  he  may  attend  to  his  wound,  which 
was  greatly  irritated  by  his  expedition  to  Carolina.  This  night  is  the 
fourteenth  since  we  first  had  the  news  of  his  victory  via  New  Provi- 
dence. Confirmation  is  come  from  several  quarters,  but  still  we  have 
not  an  express.*  Tucker  has  sent  in  a  twenty-four-gun  ship  this  after- 
noon, which  did  not  tire  a  shot  at  him  before  striking.  It  is  at  the 
capes  with  the  Gov/ederacy,  one  of  the  finest  frigates  in  any  service,  as 
is  said  by  voyagers. 

I  wish  you  every  happiness,  etc., 

J.   LOVELL. 


Lovell  to  A.  Lee.f 
[Marked  "  copy  confidential."] 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  will  not  omit  this  opp'y  of  seud'g  a  few  Lines  to  you, 
though  my  first  intents  were  only  to  put  under  Cover  the  Gazettes, 
and  the  Journals  of  Congress.  From  those  you  will  learn  how  Ques- 
tions relative  to  you  have  been  agitated. 

May  3. — For  your  recall,  4  to  4  &  4  dividd. 

June  9. — Onlr  of  the  day  called  for,  vizt  Rept  of  the  Comtee  of  13. 
A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  2dd  by  Mr.  Laurens,  that  the  considn  of 
the  Rept  be  postpd  till  order  be  taken  on  Mr.  Deane's  letter  of  May 
22d,  and  a  Decision  of  the  Resolution  moved  thereon  by  a  Member  from 
Nth  Car.,  2dd  by  a  Membr  from  Sth  Car.  Question  by  yeas  &  nays 
demand'd  by  Burke,  5  a.,  4  n.,  3  div'd. 

Motion  That  Silas  Deane,  Esqr,  be  ordered  not  to  depart  United 
States  without  the  Special  Permission  of  Congress  and  that  Arthur 
Lee,  Esqr,  be  directed  to  repair  forthwith  to  America  in  order  the 
better  to  enable  Congress  to  inquire  into  the  Truth  of  the  Several  Al- 
legations &  Suggestions  made  by  the  Sd  Ar.  Lee  in  his  Correspond- 
ence with  Congress  against  the  said  Silas  Deane. 

Previous  Question  called  by  Gerry,  2dd  by  S.  Adams.  A  Division 
of  the  main  Question  demanded.  Previous  Question  on  the  1st  Part. 
Yeas  &  Nays  by  Mr.  Laurens,  5  a.,  5  n.,  1  dividd. 

Yeas  and  nays  by  Mr.  Holton  on  the  1st  Part,  4  a.,  4  n.,  3  d'd. 

his  case  the  friends  of  Arthur  Lee  appear  to  have  voted  to  include  him,  whilst  his 
opponents  took  the  other  side,  thus  acting  on  both  sides  contrary  to  the  prevailing 
affinities  in  Congress.  This  explains  Mr.  Lovell's  allusions. — Note  to  9  J.  Adams' 
Works,  482. 

*  Confirmation  never  came. — Note  to  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  483. 

t  Lee  MSS.  Harvard  College. 
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Previous  Question  on  the  2d  P't,  yeas  and  nays  by  Ellery,  11  ays. 

The  Term  recalled  Laving  been  used  with  regard  to  Wni.  Lee  and 
Eph.  Izard,  with  an  Idea  Strenuously  Supported  by  Some  of  bringing 
them  to  America  though  others  who  were  aCdrmative  meant  only  vacat- 
i)ig  Coynmifi,sions.  A  2d  Kesolve  passed.  That  it  is  the  Sense  of  Con- 
gress that  Mr.  AVm.  Lee  &  Mr.  K.  Izard  tieed  not  repair  to  America. 
I  give  them  noofticial  Notice  now, nor  Shall  1  without  the  Special  order  of 
Congress;  because,  I  am  again  left  alone  of  the  Com'tee  of  for.  Affrs, 
[BJ  yr  ]^rother  K.  H.  having  resigned,  as  1  hear,  and  gone  home;  and 
further  because  Something  definite  ought  to  be  decided  in  regard  to 
Compensation  for  Services  of  the  Commissioners.  An  attempt  has 
Several  Times  been  made  lately  to  chiise  a  new  Comtee  instead  of  filling 
np  the  old  one.  This  you  will  perceive  to  be  singularly  decent  towards 
the  one  who  has  steadily  attended.  Nay,  it  is  Said  that  Such  a  Comtee 
is  useless.  I  am  Sure  I  lind  an  immense  Deal  that  ought  to  be  Done  and 
a  great  Burthen  in  what  has  been  done  by  a  Member  of  Congress  with- 
out Secretary  or  Clerk,  little  as  you  &  the  other  Gentlemen  abroad 
may  have  been  beneiited  by  my  Labors.  Quires  of  my  Writing  have 
been  sunk  in  the  Sea,  most  of  it  near  these  Capes. 

I  expect  further  attempts  to  get  rid  of  you.  It  was  a  Fear  of  that 
and  a  strong  Desire  to  scrutinize  Mr.  D.  that  made  Mr.  Laurens,  I 
imagine,  give  into  the  late  motion.  But  I  think  you  will  rise  above  the 
Malice  of  the  Faction  which  jou  have  long  known,  or,  if  you  iiud  yr 
Usefulnesfi  destroyed  by  their  accts  you  will  readily  tell  us  so,  and  desire 
to  make  way  for  some  other  Person.  I  have  by  me  large  Packets  left 
by  your  Brother  with  Copies  of  Proceedings  affecting  you,  but  I  will 
not  venture  them  round  about,  as  a  Frigate  must  soon  go  directly  from 
hence,  or  at  least  a  Pacquet  boat.  1  tell  Mr.  J.  Adams  more  on  that 
Head.  I  suspect  much  Eoguery  in  the  Stoppage  of  yr  Letters.  How 
else  is  it  that  we  have  not  a  line  from  any  of  you  ? 

Mr.  S.  Adams  goes  home  to-morrow  for  good  and  all,  as  he  says. 
This  is  intended  Via  Cadiz,  a  Copy  Via  Martinique. 
Your  friend  &  humble  Servant, 

J.  L. 

Vid  Journals :  April  0,  15,  20,  21,  22,  2G,  28,  30 ;  May  3,  22,  25,  27 ; 
June  9. 

Honorable  Arthur  Lee,  Esqr., 

Commissioner,  <&c.,  Madrid.^ 

*■  On  this  is  the  following  eudorseuient  : 

"Receiv'd  thus  from  Mr.  Adams  the  11th  Feby,  17d0,  i.  c,  with  the  wax  linger'd 
not  opcu'd.     Mr.  Adams  had  it  from  Dr.  Franklin." 

Further  letters  from  Lovell  to  R.  H.  Lee  will  be  found  ivfra,  under  date  of  July  17, 
1779,  and  Aug.  G,  1779.  As  has  been  seen  (Introduction,  ^  11),  Lovell  was  an  active 
member  of  that  party  in  Congress  which  sought  to  retain  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs  in  congressional  committees,  and  which  was  more  or  less  disaffected  to 
Washington  as  well  as  Franklin. 
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Lovell  to  Franklin." 

Philadelphia,  June  13,  1779. 
Sir  :  By  way  of  Martinique  I  forward  to  you  gazettes,  journals,  and 
one  or  two  pamphlets.  The  situation  of  things  in  Congress  has  been 
such  for  some  time  past  that  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  have 
been  drawn  on  to  look  daily  for  some  interesting  decisions  to  commu- 
nicate to  you,  which  must  account  for  their  silence  many  weeks.  I  am 
once  again  left  alone,  and  therefore  in  too  delicate  circumstances  to 
give  you  any  detail  of  matters  agitated,  but  not  concluded,  respecting 
your  commission.  I  enclose  a  late  resolve,t  to  which  I  beg  your  atten- 
tion, and  I  entreat  that  you  will  believe  me  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as  to 
tlie  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.! 

[For  prior  procecliugs,  see  supra,  Juue  3, 1771).] 

June  17,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  commu- 
nications of  the  minister  of  France,  etc.;  and 

The  sixth  article  in  the  report  under  the  tirst  head  (see  page  186) 
being  read,  the  same  was  set  aside  by  the  previous  question. 

The  articles  under  the  second  head  were  then  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  the  first  and  second  were  set  aside  by  the  previous  question. 

The  third  article  was  then  read,  and  a  division  being  called  for,  the 
first  clause,  viz:  "  Thai  it  may  be  stipulated  that  the  United  States  shall 
not  trade  to  the  East  Indies  if  adequate  compensation  can  be  obtained," 
was  set  aside  by  the  previous  question. 

On  the  the  second  clause,  viz :  "  or  eiigage  in  the  slave  trade  if  ade- 
quate compensation   can  be  obtained,"  the  previous  question  being 
moved  and  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 
New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 


(  Mr.  Gerry No.     ) 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holton Aye.  > 

(  Mr.  Ellery Aye 

<^  Mr.  Marchant Ayi 

(  Mr.  Collins Ay( 


(  Mr.  Ellery Aye.  ) 

Rhode  Island <;  Mr.  Marchant Aye.  > Aye. 

ye. ) 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State,  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  71,  with  verhal  changes. 

t  In  Congress,  June  5,  nii).— "Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  he 
directed  to  write  immediately  to  the  coiumissiouers  at  the  court  of  France,  and 
desire  them  to  transmit  au  account  of  their  jiroceedings  in  Mr.  Beaumarchais' 
accounts,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  Congress  of  the  13th  day  of  April,  1778." 

}  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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i  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  i 

Conuecticnt ^  Mr.  Huntington Aye.  ^Aye. 

(  Mr.  Speucer Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Jay No.    ^ 

XT       V-    1  IMr.  Diiane Aye.!  . 

ISew  York ...(,,     ,.,       .  .  '    ^ A^e 

]  Mr.  Morns Aye.  (•"•>■ 

VMr.  Lewis Aye.  ) 

xr       T  ^  Mr.  Sciiflder Ave.  )  . 

^^^y-J^-'-^^y i  Mr.  Fell Aye.  S  ^^•^- 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ) 

n  1  J  Mr.  Shn)pen   Ave.!   . 

Peunsylvaiua '  >,     at    !        i  a''      ^Ave. 

•'  ^1  Mr.  Miililenberg Aye.  ["■>'^- 

(  Mr.  Mtlieue Aye.  J 


Delaware 


^  Mr.  Dickinson Aye.  )  . 

■■  "     •'   _  ^  Aye. 


^  Mr.  McKean Aye 

nf       ,      ,  ^  Mr.  Henrv Ave./, 

Maryland <  ^,      ■,       /  ,■       >  Aye. 

•'  ^  Mr.  Jeniter Aye.  ^     ■' 

i  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griffin  Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Penn Aye.  i 

Nortli  Carolina ^  Mr.  Burke Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sbarpe Aye.  > 

c,     n   r.       1-  S  Mr.  Lanreus Aye.  ?  , 

Sonth  Caroluia <  ,,     t^       j.  »■'      /Aye. 

}  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  ^     ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affiriuative,  and  the  clause  set  aside. 

The  funi  tb,  fifth,  and  sixth  articles  were  severally  set  aside  by  the 
previous  question. 

'-  Besolved,  That  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during  the  negotiation  may 
be  agreed  to,  but  not  Nvithout  the  consent  of  our  ally,  nor  unless  it 
.-hall  be  i)reviously  stipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be 
immediately  withdrawn  from  the  United  States." 

Ordered,  That  further  consideration  of  the  report  bo  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  form 
of  a  «;oiiiinission  to  the  minister  who  maybe  appointed  to  negotiate  a 
peace. 

The  members  chosen  :  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr  Marchant. 

June  19,  1779. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  communica- 
tions, etc.,  when  the  following  resolutions  were  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Ellery. 

1.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  these  United  States  that  the 
inhabitants  thereof  at  tiie  expiration  of  the  war  should  continue  to 
enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  common  right  to  fish 
on  the  banks  of  ISTewfonndland  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of 
North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the  treaties  between  Franco,  and 
the  said  States. 

2.  That  an  explanatory  article  be  prepared  and  sent  to  our  minister 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  his 
most  Christian  majest}',  whereby  the  said  common  right  to  the  fisheries 
sliall  be  more  explicitly  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  States 
than  it  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid. 
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3.  That  in  the  treaty  of  peace  witli  Gn-at  Britain  a  stipulation  be 
made  on  their  part  not  to  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  these  States  in  the 
free  exercise  of  their  common  right  to  the  fisheries  aforesaid,  and  that 
a  reciprocal  engagement  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

4.  That  the  faith  of  Congress  be  pledged  to  the  several  States  that 
without  their  unanimous  consent  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  formed 
with  Great  Britain  previous  to  such  stipulation., 

5.  That  if  the  explanatory  article  should  not  be  ratitied  by  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  nor  the  stipulation  aforesaid  be  adopted  by  Great 
Britain,  the  minister  conducting  tliis  business  shall  give  notice  thereof 
to  Congress,  and  not  sign  any  treaty  of  peace  until  their  pleasure  be 
known. 

Tlie  first  proposition  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  certain  words 
and  inserting  others, so  that  it  read:  "That  it  would  be  very  injurious 
to  these  United  States  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  at  the  expiration  of 
the  war  not  to  enjoy  the  free,"  etc. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand?  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery, 

New  Hauipsliire Mr.  Whipple Aye.     Aye. 

SMr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Lo veil  Aye.  > Aye. 
Mr.  Holton Aye.  > 

I  Mr.  I'^llery Aye.  ) 

Rhode  Island <Mv.  ilarchaut Aye.  > Aye. 

(  Mr.  Collius Aye.  S 

(  Mr.  Sherinau Aye.  ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  IIuiitinj;tou Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 


New  York. 


(  Mr.  fspenc 

fMr.  Jay No.   ^ 

j  Mr.  Dnane Aye.  (q 

"j  Mr.  Morris No.     f 

I.  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

.,        T  5  Mr.  Scndder No.    )^ 

New  Jersey j  j^j^.   y^^^ ^o.    ^  ^"■ 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

r,  ,        .  j  Mr.  Searle -^.ve-  I  a^a 

Pennsylvania ,  ^^^.   Mnhlenherg Aye.  C^^^' 


I  Mr.  McLene Aye.  J 

^  Mr.  Dickinson No.    K^ 

I  Mr.  McKcau Aye.  S 


Delaware 

Maryland \  Mr.  Carinichael No 


(  Mr.  Paca No.  ) 

<  Mr.  Carinichael No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Jenifer No.  > 

i  Mr.  Smith No.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griffin No.  VNo. 

I  Mr.  Fleming. No.  ) 

.,     ,,   ,,       ,.  ^  Mr.  Peun No.  ?^ 

North  Carol ..;a J  ^^^.    j,,^^.^.^ fjo.  ^ **- 

<,  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  )  ^ 


South  C!aroliii;i 


)  M i\  Drayton No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aftirmative. 

Amotion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  that 
the  furtluHconsidiiration  of  tlie  first  proposition  be  postponed,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  na.>s  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
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New  Hampshire Mr.  Whippli? No.       No. 

(  iVIr.  Gerry No.  ) 

Massachusetts   Buy <'  Mr.  Lovcll No.  > No. 

(  Mr.  Hollou No.  ) 

C  Mr.  Ellerj No.  j 

Rhode  Island •:  Mr.  Marchant No.       No. 

(  Mr.  Collins No.  ) 

(  Mr.  Slierman No.  ) 

Connecticut •?  Mr.  Huntinj^tou No.       No. 

(  Mr.  Spencer No.  ) 


New  York 


j'  Mr.  Jay Aye. 

I  Mr.  ])iiano        No. 

\  Mr.  Morris A\  e. 

I  Mr.  Lewis No. 


XT        T  ^  Mr.  Scndder No.    )„ 

^^^J^^^'^y ^Mr.Fell Aye.  r- 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ] 

j  Mr.  Sliiiipen No.     | 

Pennsylvania {  Mr.  Searle No.     J  No. 

I  Mr.  Mnhlenherg ..No.     | 

tMr-  McLene No.    J 

,-   ,  (  Mr.  Dickinson Aye.?,, 

^^^^^^^^ jMr.  McKean No.     S    ' 

,,       .       ,  \  Jlr.  Carniichael Ave.  ?  . 

^^^'J-^aiad ^  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  i^^^' 

i  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia <]  Mr.  Griffin No.     U). 

I  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

T.T     .,   f,       ,•  S  Ml-  Fen  II Aye.?. 

North  Carolina ^  ^^^,   y^^^^.^^ No.    ^ '^• 

,,       ,   ^       ,.  ^  Mr.  Laurens No.    ?„ 

SonthCa.olma J  ^^^.    j^.^yton Aye.  \^- 

So  it  passed  in  the  ue.uative. 

A  motion  was  tl:eii  niiide  I'j  Mr.  Burke,secoudetl  by  Mr.  Diiiim  .idtrr 
the  words  "s^as  of  North  America"  to  insert  "  within  the  restrictions  nf 
tl)e  law  and  custom  of  nations  for  preventing  contraband,''  and  on  the 
(jnestion,  Shall  those  words  be  inserted,  the  yeas  and  niiys  being  re- 
quited by  Mr.  Jay, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.       No. 

(  Mr.  Gerry No.    ^ 

Massachusetts  Bay ^  Mr.  Love'll Aye.   >No. 

^  Mr.  Holton No.     ) 

(  Mr.  Ellery No.    ) 

Rhode  Island /  Mr.  Marchant No.     ^No. 

^  Mr.  Colhus No.     ) 

S  Mr.  Sherman No.     ) 
Mr.  Huntington No.    VNo. 
Mr.  Spencer No.     > 

I  Mi-.  Jay Aye.  ^ 

„       „    1  Mr.  Dnane Aye.  1^  . 

^<^^^ovh >  Mr.  Morris Aye.  f  ^'^^ 

iMr.  Lewis No.  J 

„        T  S  Mr.  Scudder   Aye.  ? ., 

New  Jersey ^  ^^^   j,.^,,, j^'o.     ^  "• 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippeu No.  | 

Pennsvlvauia <;  Mr.  Searle No.  )  No. 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.  | 

I  Mr.  McLene No.  j 

Delaware Mr.  McKean No.       No. 


228  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Marvlnnd  ^  ^*-  Carruichael Aye.  K 

Maryland ^  ^^^   Jenifer Aye.  ^  ^•^^• 

i  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia s  Mr.  Griffin Aye.  /Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

„     .,   ^       T  <  Mr.  I'enn Aye.?. 

North  Carolina ,  Mr.  Burke Aye.  ^'  ^^^- 

c      .,   ^      T  ^  Mr.  Laurens No.    ?„ 

South  Carolina ^  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  ^  ^• 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mori  is,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKean,  to  strike 
ont  tbe  words  "preserving-  inviolate  the  treaties  between  France  and 
the  United  States."* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  June  21,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Fiance  lias  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent to  the  Congress  of  tlie  United  States  of  America  that  the  daily 
experience  of  several  ports  of  the  continent  proves  how  prejudicial  the 
want  of  the  proper  regulations  ibr  maintauiing  tiie  inunnnity  of  the  flag, 
which  is  the  foniidation  of  a  iice  coninierce,  is  to  navigators,  to  Frencli 
merchants,  and  even  to  the  interests  and  to  the  honor  of  the  French 
nation.  The  treaty  of  coinnierce  h.is  foi'eseen  this  state  of  things,  and 
has  expressed  the  wisli  of  tbe  two  jiarties  to  remedy  it.  The  under- 
signed would  have  proposed  to  Congress  some  time  ago  to  enter  upon 
this  negotiation  had  he  not  perceived  thiit  their  time  was  occupied  by 
subjects  of  greater  im{)ortJi  lice  ;  but  as  the  evil  increases  daily,  it  be- 
comes indispensable  and  urgent  to  provide  a  remedy  for  it,  at  least  with 
regard  to  the  most  pressing"  subjects  and  by  provisional  regulations, 
which  will  have  no  force  till  the  contract  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce is  made. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary,  consequently,  thinks  it  his  duty  to  lay 
before  Congress  the  annexed  plan,  and  to  ))ropose  a  method  which 
seemed  to  him  calculated  to  effect  this  object. 

Several  States,  perceiving  the  inconveniences  of  the  present  uncer- 
tainty, seemed  disposed  to  provide  a  remedy  for  it  by  domestic  laws, 
but  the  undersigned  has  not  been  willing  to  urge  them,  without  being 
previously  informed  of  the  sentiments  of  Congress  on  this  subject.  He 
consequently  requests  that  body  to  be  pleased  to  inform  him  of  them, 
and  if  they  think  proper  that  the  daily  complaints  should  be  redressed 
by  })rovisional  regulations,  while  waiting  till  the  subject  shall  be  acted 
npon  by  a  convention,  to  recommend  this  matter  itself  to  the  legisla- 

*  For  subsequent  proceedings,  see  in/ra,  June  24,  1779, 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  605. 
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tures  of  the  several  States.  The  regulations  which  they  may  make  will 
show  by  experience  whether  they  are  calcuhited  to  effect  this  object, 
they  will  throw  bght  iii>on  the  rules  observed  among  all  commercial 
nations,  and  will  give  to  (he  United  States  in  general  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  Avhich  the  commerce  be- 
tween the  two  nations  can  be  regulated  according  to  the  princii)les  of 
justice  and  equality,  which  should  form  the  foundation  of  all  the  con 
nections  that  shall  subsist  between  them  and  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples and  forms  which  vaiy  in  different  States. 

Gekaru. 


A.  Lee  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  21,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  Spain  has  declared 
against  Great  Britain,  and  that  their  respective  auibassadors  are  re- 
called. A  part  ot  the  Spanish  Heet  has  joined  that  of  France,  which 
makes  it  outnumber  that  of  Enghiud,  amounting  to  thirty-three  sail  of 
the  line,  under  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  so  that  it  is  not  very  prob- 
able the  latter  will  long  hokl  the  dominion  of  the  sea. 

Two  motions  in  the  House  of  Commons — one  for  offering  us  peace, 
the  other  for  withdrawing  all  their  force  from  Anierica  to  withstand 
the  house  of  Bourl)()n — have  been  negatived  since  the  Spanish  declara- 
tion was  known  to  tlie  ministry  of  England.  The  ministerial  arguments 
were,  that  neither  they  nor  any  other  ministry  could  consent  to  the  in- 
dependence of  America,  Jior  to  the  witiidrawiug  their  troops,  without 
previous  offers  on  our  part ;  that  tiie  number  of  Americans  in  the  king's 
service  was  equal  to  General  Washington's  army,  with  seven  thousand 
of  their  sailors  volunteers  in  his  service.  Lord  George  Germain  said 
he  knew  from  undoubted  authority  that  Congress  was  divided  into 
parties,  and  that  it  was  only  the  fear  of  the  army  that  withheld  a  part 
of  Congress  from  immediately  offering  terms  to  Great  Britain.  He 
added  that,  as  the  prohibitory  act  emj)Owered  the  crown  to  receive 
bodies  or  individuals  ol  America  into  the  king's  jnotection  and  to  grant 
pardons,  this  was  sufficient.  The  majority  of  the  house  received  this 
with  acclamations  of  applause. 

Parliament  is  to  be  prorogued  on  the  2fth,  having  voted  another 
million  for  this  year's  service. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee.. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparlis'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  561,  with  verbal  changes. 
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Ralph  Izard  and  A.  Lee  to  William  Lee.* 

Paris,  June  22,  1779. 

Sir  :  We  had  the  lienor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the  — ,  in  which 
you  ask  our  advice  rehitive  to  an  application  to  the  King  of  Prussia  to 
comply  with  his  promise,  made  through  his  minister,  Baron  de  Schu- 
lenberg,  "that  he  would  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  as  soon  as  France  had  done  so,"  and  whether  it  would  be  i)roper 
to  change  the  channel  of  application  from  Baron  de  Schulenberg  to  the 
minister  of  foreign  afifairi"!. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  contribute  whatever  is  in  our  power 
to  assist  your  judgment  in  what  so  materially  concerns  tLie  public  good. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  in  the  present  state  of  expectancy  from  Spain 
it  will  be  prudent  to  wait  till  her  example  also  has  given  encourage- 
ment to  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  contributed  to  counteract  the  motives 
from  Russia,  which  withhold  that  court  from  pursuing  its  interest  and 
inclination  in  opeidy  espousing  our  cause.  That  when  it  may  be 
proper  to  move  the  question  the  promises  should  be  touched  with 
delicacy,  by  stating  that  the  good-will  towards  us  which  the  king  had 
formerly  declared  having  been  suspended  in  its  operation  by  tbe  war 
in  Germany,  you  hope  that,  their  objection  being  now  removed,  he  will 
not  delay  to  give  the  world  a  decided  proof  of  his  sentiments  in  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independency  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
which  can  not  fail  by  the  w^eiglit  of  such  an  example  to  stop  the  fur- 
ther wanton  etiusion  of  blood. 

As  the  King  of  Prussia  is  in  fact  his  own  minister,  we  should  imagine 
that  it  might  have  a  bad  effect  to  change  from  Baron  de  Schulenberg, 
whom  he  seems  to  have  appointed  to  transact  this  particular  business. 
But  in  this  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  situation  of  that  court  must  de- 
cide, and  of  that  we  are  not  informed. 

We  wish  you  every  success  in  this  important  negotiation,  and  are 
with  the  greatest  esteem,  dear  sir,  yours,  etc., 

Ralph  Izard. 
Arthur  Lee. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,   and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.! 

[For  prior  i)roceetliugs,  see  sm^jyi,  Juue  19,  1779.  ] 

Thursday,  J  una  24,  1779. 
On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out  stand?  tbe 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  Gerry, 

New  Hamnshiie  i  Mr.  Whipple Aye.  ?  . 

JNew  iiampsnnc ^  ^^^,  p^^^y^^^^^ ^y^   ^  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  />Aye. 

(Mr.  Hoi  ton Aye.  ) 

*  1  Spaik.s'  Dip   Rev.  Corr.,  6:^5. 

t  MSS.  secret  jouruals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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i  sir.  Ellery Aye.  ) 

Kbotle  Islauil '  Mr.  Maichaut Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Collins Aye.  ) 

^  . .      ,  S  ^li".  Sbennau Ave.  )  , 

Counecticnt \  \t     ^  *        />Ave. 

}  Mr.  fepeiicer Aye.  ^"•>"' 

f  Mr.  Jiiy Aye. ^ 

Kevv  York  '  ^I''- 1^ ""='"" Ay«.  I    . 

^^^^^   ''"'^ 1  Mr.  Morris No.    f^^^' 

I  Mr.  Lewis  Aye. J 

»,         T  S  Mr.  .Seiidder Ave.  )  . 

N^"' J^'-'^^^^ iUv.V.U  AycA^i'^- 

^  f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Ml'.  Slii[)iii-n  Aye.  | 

Pennsylvania.  •{  Mr.  St-iule Aye.  )  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  | 

i  Mr.  McLene Aye.  J 

,^  ,  S  Mr.  Dickinson Ave.  }  . 

^'^^^"^^^^  jMr.McKeau A^e.  5  ^^^^ 

SMr.  Canniciiael Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Henry Aye.  >  Aye. 
Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  ) 

t  Mr.  Wniitb Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  (Jriftiu Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ^ 

(  M)'.  Penn Aye.  ) 

North  Caiolina /  Mr.  Burke    No.     >Aye. 

(  Mr.  .Sharpe Aye.  ) 

^,      ,,    ,,       ,•  S  Mr.  L.iniciis A  v.  }  . 

Son   li   (  arohna .    ..     ,  ,,      ,,        ,  ,•       /Ave. 

(  Mr.  Draylon Aye.  S 

So  it  was  lesolvc'd  in  tlic  ariiiiiiativc 

A  motion  wa.s  made  by  Mi.  lUiiivc,  sci^oimUhI  liy  Mr.  Dickinson,  after 
t\w  words  "  North  America "  to  insert  "as  near  tlie  coasts  of  the  terri- 
tories wiiicli  shall  remain  in  tiie  jiossession  of  other  nations  after  the 
<*,oiicliision  of  the  present  war  as  is  permitted  to  any  free  and  independ- 
ent i)eoj)le." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  re(piired  by  Mr.  (lerry, 

New  Hampshire \  W'-T'Tf K*""     !  No. 

'  ^  Mr.  Peaoody No.     \ 

i  Mr.  Gerry No.     ) 

Massaehnsetts  Bav '  Mr.  Lovell No.     >  No. 

^  ;\Ir.  Holton No.    > 

(  Mr.  Ellerv No.     ) 

Rhode  Island -'  Mr.  Marchant No.    VNo.     • 

f  Mr.  Collins No.     > 

(  Mr.  Shernnin No.     ) 

Conuecticnt; <   Mr.  Huntington No.     ,^No, 

^  Mr.  Spencer No.     ) 

fMr  Jay Aye.^ 

XT        V-     1  jMr.  Dnano Aye.  I   . 

N*^^^'^"^!^ Ulr.Morris No.    f^-^«- 

[Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

XT        T  SMr.  Sciukler No.     }^^^ 

^^^J^^^^y jMr.F.-ll No.     r"' 

(  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen No.     | 

Pennsylvania {  Mr.  Searle No.     )  No. 

I  Mr.  Mnhlenberg No.    | 

IMr.  McLcne No.    J 

,,  ,  S  Mr.  Diclunsou Aye.  K. 

^*^laware JMr.McKeau No.    T* 


rMr.  Pac;i Aye.  "i 

,,       ,      1  I  Mr.  Carmicbael Aye.  [  . 

Maryland Ulr.  Ileniy Aye.  '^'^^  " 
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ye.f*"" 

Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 

-,.     .    .  <Mr.Suiith Aye.  ^,, 

V'i"-'"'=^ JMr.Flemiug No.     T" 

(  Mr.  Penu No.     ) 

Nortb  Carolina <  Mr.  Burke Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sbarpe Aye.  ) 

,.      ,,    ,,       ,.  (Mr.Laurens ." No.    }  .. 

,S..utb  Carolina j  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  )■'■ 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative.  • 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  b}^  Mr.  Drayton,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "continue  to;"  and  on  the  question,  Sliall  those 
words  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

T,^        ,.  ,.  ^  Mr.  Wbip|)le Aye.  ^a„„ 

lyevv  Hauipsbire j  Mr.  Peabody Aye.  J^^^" 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massacbusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holtou Aye.  ) 

SMr.  Ellery Aye.  i 
Mr.  Marcliant Aye.  >  Aye. 
Mr.  Collins Aye.  > 

(  Mr.  Sbernian A.\e.  ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Huntington Aye.  ,  Ay( 


New  York. 


Mr.  Spencer Aye.  S 

Mr.  Jay ...No.    ) 

Mr.  Duane Aye.  1 

Mr.  Morris No.    j 

Mr.  Lewis No.   J 


,T.        ,  <  Mr.  Scudder Aye.  ( ,. 

New  Jersey J  Mr.  Fell No.    J  "• 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Sbippen Aye.  j 

Pennsylvania  \  Mr.  Searle Aye.  }  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Mubleuberg Aye.  | 

(Mr.  McLeue Aye.  j 

_  ,  S  Mr.  Dickinson No.     i^ 

^^^^^^^■^ jMr.  McKean  Aye.  T" 

r  Mr.  Paca No.  ^ 

T,,       ,       ,  j  Mr.  Carmicbael No.  [^j^ 

Maryland >  Mr.  Henry No.  p^«- 

I  Mr.  Jenifer No,  J 

(  Mr.  Smitb No.  ) 

Virginia ^  Mr.  GritSn No.  >A'o. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.  ) 

T,,     ^,    „       ,.  <  Mr.  Peim No.  /  ^.t 

Nortb  Carolina -•  J  Mr.  Burke No.  l^"' 

c,      ,,    ^       T  \  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  )  r, 

Sontb  Carolina {  j^j,.   i),,,^ t,.n No.    r 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aftinnative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  to 
insert  the  word  "all"  before  "  tiiese  United  States,"  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  re<]uired  l)y  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Hamnsbire  ^  ^r.  Wbipple Aye.  K 

JNevN  nampsmre ^  ^^.  p^.^ij^dy Aye.  i  ^^^• 


SMr.  Gerry  . 
Mr.  Lovell Ave.  )*Ave. 
Mr.  Hoi  ton 


Gerry Ay( 

Lovell Aye,.  ,. 

Hoi  ton Aye.  ) 
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SMr.  Ellery Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Maicbant Aye.  VAye. 
Mr.  Collins Aye.  ) 

SMr.  Sherman No.    ) 
Mr.  Hautingtou Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Spencer Aye.  > 

fMr.  Jay No.  ^ 

^     ,  J  Mr.  Duane •^^*^- V-Ave 

New  York S  Mv  M.^nia  No.    C^^ 


Mr.  Morris 
Mr.  Lewis  , 


No.    (■ 
Aye.  J 


,  ^  Mr.  Scndder '^^^-Ixve 

New  Jersey ^  jyjj.  ^eil Aye.  S^^ 

f  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  | 

Pennsylvania  <  Mr.  Searle Aye.  |  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Mnhleuberg Aye.  | 

[  Mr.  McLeiie Aye.  J 

S  Mr.  Dickinson A.ye.  }  . 

Delaware ^  Mr.  McKean Aye.  ^^    " 

f  Mr.  Paca Aye.  \ 

„       ,      ,  1  Mr.  Carmicbael ^J*^-  '  Ave 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Henry Aye.  \  "^^    ' 

tMr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 

I  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia ^Ir.  Griffin Aye.  VAye. 

^  Mr.  Fleming No.     ) 

i  Mr.  Penn Aye.  i 

North  Carolina  ^  Mr.  Burke Aye.  VAye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  ) 

<  Mr.  Laurens No.     )^ 

South  Carolina ^  ^j^    Drayton   No.     S 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ou  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as  amended,  tlie  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery, 

^  Mr.  Whipple ^J'*'-  i  Ave 

New  Hampshire ^  j^jj.    peabody Aye.  S 

(  Mr.  Gerry  Aye.) 

Massachusetts  Bay {  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  VAye. 

I  Mr.  Holton Aye.  ) 

i  Mr.  EUerv Aye.  ) 

Rhode  Island {  Mr.  Marehant Aye.  VAye. 

(  Mr.  Collins Aye.  ) 

S  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Huntington Aye.  VAye. 
Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Jav No.    ^ 

^,     -  J  Mr.  Duane ■^>'^-  ^No 

New\ork i  Mr.  Morris No.    f 

(Mr.  Lewis No.   J 

S  Mr.  Scudder Aye.  )  q 

New  Jersey ;[  Mr.  Fell No.    S 

(  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

Mr.  Shippen Aye.  | 

Pennsylvania \  Mr.  Searle Aye.  ^  Aye 

I  Mr.  Mnhleuberg Aye.  | 

I,  Mr.  McLene Aye.  J 

<  Mr.  Dickinson No.     ?q 

Delaware ^  ^j.  McKean -Aye.  S 

fMr.  Paca No.  ] 

„       ,      ,  ^Mr.  Carmichael No.  U^^ 

Maryland ^Mr.  Henry No.  | 

i  Mr.  Jenifer No.  J 


No. 
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t  Mr.  Smith No.  i 

Virginia <  Mr.  Griffin No.  >No. 

f  Mr.  Fleming No.  ) 

!Mr.  Penn No.  ) 

Mr.  Burke No.  > 

Mr.  Sharpe No.  ) 

a      ,1    /-,       1-  ^  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  ^  ^ 

South  Carolina J  ^^^   ^^^^^^^ j^-^      ^0. 

So  it  was 

ResolvciJ,  That  it  is  essential  to  tlie  welfare  of  all  these  United  States 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  should  con- 
tiuui'  to  enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  common  right 
to  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  other  fisliing  banks  and 
seas  of  North  Aujerica,  i)reserviiig  iuvioiate  the  treaties  between  France 
and  tlie  said  States.* 


A.  Lee  to  Count  de  Florida  Blanca.  t 

Paris,  June  27,  1771». 

Sir:  \our  excellency  will  permit  lue  to  lay  before  you  a  statement 
of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  English  in  the  southern  i)art8  of  the 
TTiiiteil  States  of  Atnerica,  which,  iu  tlieir  (ionseqiiences,  may  be  as 
injurious  to  his  Catholic  majesty's  j)ossessions  in  that  quarter  as  to  those 
of  the  States.  Should  the  measure  propo.sed  to  prevent  their  success 
a)>i)ear  to  your  excellency  to  be  advisable,  it  can  not  be  executed  too 
soon,  because  every  day  gives  the  enemy  new  strength  in  their  stations, 
and  enables  them  to  do  additional  mischief  by  destroying  whatever 
they  can  approach. 

[I  do  not  press  your  excellency  about  my  coming  to  Madrid.  I  know 
your  excellency's  wisdom  and  the  maturity  of  judgment  with  which  his 
majesty's  councils  are  conducted.  I  therefore  trust  that  when  su<;h  a 
st«'p  is  thought  to  be  proper  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  signify  it  to 
me  through  his  majesty's  minister  at  this  court.]  | 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


MEMORIAL   TO    COUNT  DE    FLORIDA    BLANCA. 

Paris,  June  27,  1779. 

The  English,  having  taken  possession  of  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  are  extending  them- 
selves in  that  State  so  as  to  form  a  connection  with  and  estahlish  an  inlluence  over 
th(3  Indian  nations  that  border  all  that  conutry.  They  design  also  to  possess  them- 
selves of  Port  Royal,  in  South  Carolina,  and  if  possible  of  Charleston. 

These  acquisitions,  if  they  are  sufiered,  with  their  contiguous  possessions,  will  give 
them  such  a  command  upon  that  coast  and  in  the  gulf,  as  well  as  such  means  of 

*For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  July  1,  1779. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;    1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  562,  with  omissions. 

t  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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exciting  the  savages  and  secoiuliug  their  euterprises  agaiusfc  the  neighboring  terri- 
tories of  Spain,  as  may  be  difficult  to  resist  if  they  are  not  prevented. 

What  renders  it  impracticable  for  the  Americans  to  rei)el  the  enemy  is  their  superi- 
ority at  sea,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  supports  their  posts  on  laud,  enables 
them  to  make  diversions  in  various  quarters,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  general  alarm  aud 
prevent  our  force  from  beiug  united  in  any  one  point.  With  this  view  they  have 
very  lately  iuvaded  the  State  of  Virgiuia.  in  the  bay  of  Chesapeake,  to  vt'ithhold  the 
aitl  which  that  State  would  send  to  South  Carolina  aud  Georgia. 

In  this  situation  it  is  in  his  majesty's  power  to  give  very  eftectual  assistance  to  the 
iuvaded  States  and  ])revent  the  enemy  from  making  such  dangerous  eslablisiiuients 
and  such  an  angmeutation  of  their  power.  The  naval  force  of  the  English  in  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  will  consist  of  a  iifty-gun  ship,  the  Experiment,  lately  sailed,  aud 
three  frigates.  In  the  bay  of  Cbesajieake  there  are  a  sixty-four  aud  a  forty-four  gun 
ship,  with  some  armed  tenders.  A  small  squadron,  therefore,  of  three  or  four  large 
ships  and  a  few  frigates,  sent  from  the  Havana,  would  destroy  the  enemy's  ships  iu 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  aud  deliver  their  troops  into  the  hands 
of  the  Americans. 

The  state  of  the  enemy's  fleets  in  Europe  aud  the  West  Indies  will  not  permit  them 
to  augment  their  force  on  the  coast  of  America.  The  squadron  actually  sailed  under 
Admiral  Arbuthuot  to  New  York  consists  of  four  ships  of  tbe  line  and  one  frigate, 
viz.  the  7i'o(ii/c/i,  seventy-four;  the  i?M.sseZ,  seveuty-four ;  the  i!,'«/7)/)c,  sixty-four ;  the 
iV^>7»ice,  sixty-four  ;  aud  the  ^i'?<rtf/«/oM;><;,  twenty-eight.  As  this  squadron  nuist  sup- 
port tbe  operations  of  their  main  army,  aud  protect  Halifax,  Rhode  Island,  and  New 
Yoik,  it  is  not  probable  they  will  detach  any  additional  force  from  thence  to  the 
southward,  so  tbat  their  armament  there,  if  not  withdrawn,  must  neces.sarily  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  the  Spanish  squadron. 

Akthuk  Lee, 


Congress — Proceedings   as   to  Conditions   of  Pacification,  particularly  as  to 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.' 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  nupra,  June  24,  1779.] 

July  1,  1779. 

Cougress  proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of  the  second  proposition 
moved  by  Mr.  Gerry  (see  page  254). 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  strike 
out  the  words  ^'explanatory"  "more  than  it  abeady  is  by  the  treaties 
aforesaid;"  and  a  division  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Laurens  on  the  ques- 
tion, Shall  tbe  word  "explanatory"  stand"?  the  yeas  and  nays  beiug 
required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

XT  „  Tj  1-  S  Mr.  Whipple Ave.  ^  . 

NewHampsh.re j  Mr.  Peabody ^ye.  5  ^^^^ 

I  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay }  Mr.  Love]  1 Aye.  >Aye. 

^  Mr.  Holton Aye.  > 

Rhode  Island ^I''-  J,^^,;^!'^"* t^'"  f  Ay e. 

)  Mr.  Collins Aye.  S 

i  Mr.  Sherman Aye.  ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  Huntington No.     /-Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  S 

XT        V    1  (  Mr.  Duaue Aye.  ?« 

N«wYork JMr.  Lewis No.    T" 
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M^„r  T  ,0,  „  S  Mr.  Scudder Aye.  i^ 

JNew  Jersey <  n,     i^  ,,  -./      }0. 

•'  )  Mr.  Pell No.    y 

(  Mr.  Searle Aye.  ) 

Peunsylvaiiia ^  Mr.  Aiulileuberg Aye.  >Aye, 

(  Mi.  McLeiie Aye.  ) 

■^•=>— 1 S:  S'J=Krar.v.-.-.-:;:::Ay\  S"- 

(  Mr.  Carmicbael No.    1 

Maryland <  Mr.  Henry Aye.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Jenifer No.     ) 

I  Mr.  Siiiith : No.    ) 

Virginia -' Mr.  Grifiin No.     [>No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.     ) 


(  Mr.  Pen  n No. 


North  Carolina -^  Mr.  Eurke No.     /No. 

(  Mr.  Sliarpe No.     ) 

u^.,*i,  r<,„  T    „  \  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  ?  ^ 

houtn  Carolm.i <  ,,     i,        ,  ,/      >0. 

^  Mr.  Drayton No      ^ 

So  it  wa.s  resolved  iu  tbe  aflQriuative. 

On  the  questiou  Shall  tbe  words  "  more  than  it  already  is  by  tbe 
treaties  aforesaid"  stand?  the  yeas  and  nays  being-  required  by  Mr.  Dray- 
ton, 

Ne^^■  Hampshire {  S""'  5'^!^'^^ f'*"'  Uje. 

'  ^  Mr.  Peabody Aye.  5     •' 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay \^^^'  Lovell Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holton Aye.  ) 

Rhode  Island \  M'- Marchant Aye.  l 

I  Mr.  Collins Aye. 


(  Mr.  Sherman Aye. 


Connecticut /  Mr.  Huntiugtou Aye. 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye. 

New  York !  J^  P"^?'' S"' 

I  Mr.  Lewis No. 

Ne w  Jersey 1  S''  &*" W^*^""' x/^" 

^  Mr.  Fell No. 


f  Mr.  Shippen Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Searle Aye. 

"j  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye. 

(  Mr.  McLene Aye. 


Pennsylvania <  ^''-  ^^^YI'^  '  i f^"'  ^.  Aye. 

•'  !  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  ['"•>"=• 


Delaware 


*i  Mr.  Dickinson No.    >.. 

i  Mr.  McKeau Aye.  I    ' 

i  Mr.  Carniichael No.  ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Henry Aye.  >  No. 

(  Mr.  Jenifer No.  ) 

(  Mr.  Smith No.  ) 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Griffin No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.  ) 

(  Mr.  Penn No.  ) 

North  Carolina •'  Mr.  Burke No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe No.  S 

South  Carolina |  ^^"^  Laurens Aye.  I  ^ 

)  Mr.  Drayton No.    ^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  tbe  aflfirmativ^e. 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  tbe  propositioij,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 

required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hampshire }  f/-  Whipple Aye.  } 

^  )  Mr.  Peabody Aye.  S     ■^ 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay '  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  VAye. 

(  Mr.  Hoitou Aye.  ) 
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I'-"""  '"-o \  Z.  com,:r:';;;:::;;;.:lj:;  h- 

SMr.  Sbeiman Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Huntingtoa Aye.  ^Aye. 
Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ) 

XT       VI-  ^  Mr.  Duane Avo.  }  . 

New  York {  \t^   t„     •  *'  Aye. 

/  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  ^     •' 

N- Jersey {Z.'l^f"'.::-::::::!^;.]^^- 

C  Mr.  8Iji|ipea Aye.  ) 

Pennsylvania s  Mr.  .Siarle Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Muhlenberg- Aye.  ) 

T^  ,  S  Mr.  Dickinson No.     >„ 

Delaware J  ,,      »i  ,^  »         ^"• 

^  Mr.  Mckean Aye.  ^ 


SMr.  Carin 
Mr.  Henr 
Mr.  Jen  iff 


Maryland <  Mr.  Hen  ry Aye.  >  No 


Carinichael No.     ) 

"-■  -  Aye.  }\ 

No.    ) 


i  Mr.  Smith No.  ) 

Virginia s  Mr.  Griffin No.  >No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.  ) 

(  Mr.  Penn No.  i 

North  Carolina s  Mr.  Burke No.  ,-No. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe No.  ) 

c,      .,    r,       1-  ^  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  ^^ 

South  Carolina "-{  Mr.  Drayton No.  J"" 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  an  explanatory  article  be  prepared  aud  sent  to  our 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  to  be  by  him  pre- 
sented to  his  most  Christian  majesty,  whereby  tiie  said  common  right 
to  the  fisheries  shall  be  more  explicitly  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants 
of  these  States  than  it  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid. 

The  third  proposition  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  to  amend  the  sa?ne  by  adding: 

Provided,  Tbat  if  Great  Britain  will  acknowledge  and  ratify  the  lib- 
erty, sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in 
matteis  of  government  as  of  commerce,  of  these  United  States,  and 
agree  to  the  other  articles  in  the  ultin)atum  resolved  upon  by  Congress, 
the  present  war  shall  not  be  continued,  notwithstanding  Gre  it  Britain 
shall  decline  to  make  an  express  and  particular  acknowledgment  of  the 
rights  specified. 

The  report  and  papers  therein  referred  to  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Thursday 
next.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Trautsiution.  J 

Philadelvhia,  July  5,  1779. 
Sir:  The   minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  already  had  the 
honor  to  recommend  to  Congress  the  request  made  by  the  king's  n:ivy 
agent  in  relation  to  the  expedition  of  the  ship  Defence,  loaded  with  pro- 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  July  17,  1779. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Key.  Corr.,  60(5, 
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vision's  for  Cape  Franyois.  Re  renews  liis  entreaties  by  the  present 
memorial.  The  quantity  of  provisions  on  board  this  vessel  is  so  incon- 
siderable, particularly  coiisiderinj^  the  abundance  of  old  grain  which 
we  see  now,  that  the  undersigned  hopes  that  Congress  will  thiidv  that 
tibe  exportation  of  them  maybe  allowed  without  injury  to  the  service 
of  the  army  or  of  the  [)ublic.  The  undersigned,  however,  ofters  to  have 
these  same  provisions  received,  so  as  to  be  deducted  from  the  quantity 
l^romised  for  his  majesty-s  squadron,  and  particularly  the  iloui",  on  ac- 
count of  the  thousand  barrels,  to  whicii  the  eigliteeu  thousand  promised 
for  the  same  service  have  been  reduced.  .  The  want  of  provisions  is  so 
great  at  Cajjc  Franyois,  particularly  in  the  vessels  of  Couut  d'Estaiug's 
squadron,  which  are  stationed  there  to  protect  the  reciprocal  commerce, 
that  the  said  minister  is  ready  to  subscribe  to  whatever  conditions 
Congress  shall  think  proper  to  impose  with  regard  to  this  expedition. 
But  he  requests,  with  the  greatest  earnestness,  that  they  would  be 
pleased  not  to  defer  giving  a  positive  answer,  iu  order  not  to  increase, 
if  its  decision  is  in  the  negative,  the  costs  and  expenses  which  the  king 
will  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  proprietors  and  fitters  out  of  the  said 
vessel. 

With  regard  to  its  destination,  the  undersigned  had  thought  that  he 
could  tlrttter  himself  that  his  character  and  condnct  would  prevent  the 
doubts  which  a  nuimber  of  Congress  has  communicated  in  writing  to 
the  king's  navy  agent.  Nevertheless,  as  so  weighty  a  suspicion,  de- 
clared in  so  serious  a  manner,  and  impeaching  the  probity  and  fidelity 
of  the  officers  of  the  king,  acting  immediately  under  the  tiirection  of  the 
said  u)inister,  can  not  have  been  suggested  to  Congress  without  imj)or- 
tant  reasons,  the  undersigned  entreats  and  refiuests  them  to  be  jileased 
to  cause  an  account  to  be  rendered  of  the  reasons  of  his  suspicions,  an<l 
of  the  facts  upon  which  they  may  have  been  grounded.  The  under- 
signed re<piests  further  that  the  result  of  this  \'erification  may  be  com- 
municated to  him,  in  order  that  he  may  be  in  a  situation  to  take  the 
further  part  that  the  dignity  of  the  king,  his  respect  for  Congress,  his 
regard  for  the  [»ublic  interest  of  America,  and  thedclicacy  which  ought 
to  characterize  the  conduct  of  every  public  man  may  requiie. 

The  undersigned  makes  the  same  request,  an<l  for  the  same  reasons, 
with  regard  to  tiie  accusation  maxU^  to  Congress,  that  tlie  vessels  which 
have  been  fitted  out  in  the  name  of  the  king  have  been  loaded  with 
quantities  of  ti(nir  on  individual  account.  He  declares  tlmt  his  first 
rule  has  always  been  to  cause  the  whole  of  the  vessels  to  be  freiglite<l  on 
his  majesty's  account;  but  if  any  frauds  have  been  committed  in  this 
matter,  it  is  of  equal  importance  to  the  public  good  and  to  the  dignity 
of  the  king  that  its  authois  should  be  known  in  order  to  prevent  fur- 
ther frauds.  The  delegates  to  Congress,  by  a  verbal  declaration  made 
to  the  king's  navy  agent,  have  confined  this  imputation  to  one  vessel 
alone,  but  it  is  not  less  important  that  the  fact  should  be  verified. 

Besides,  although  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  insists  on 
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this  point,  in  order  to  luake  these  odious  imputations  fall  on  tliose  who 
may  deserve  them,  he  could  have  contented  hitiiselt  with  declaring- 
that  not  having  the  right  ot  police  and  inspection  over  the  proprietors, 
owners,  and  captains  of  the  xVmerican  vessels  which  have  been  em- 
ployed in  these  transportations,  and  wlio  ought  to  be  better  acquainted 
than  strangers  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  it  is  only  the  olticers  of  the 
State,  appointed  to  receive  the  declarations  of  the  ships  which  sail  from 
the  ports,  who  can,  in  examining  the  cargoes,  determine  the  frauds 
which  may  have  been  committed  ;  and  that,  without  directly  and  posi- 
tively lilaming  the  officers  of  the  king,  they  can  not  be  made  responsi- 
ble for  frauds,  which  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  prevent.  Very  far  from 
desiring  any  connivance  on  the  part  of  the  officers  or  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  different  States  of  America,  the  undersigned  earnestly  de- 
sires that  they  would  be  pleased  to  execute  with  vigor  the  powers  which 
belong  to  them  and  the  laws  which  may  have  reference  to  these  sub- 
jects. 

The  undersigned  hopes  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  not  to  defer  its 
resolution,  whatever  it  nui;^  be,  respecting  the  shi[)  Defence  till  the  veri- 
fication of  these  facts.  The  two  affairs  have  nothing  in  common,  and 
the  minister  plenipotentiary,  in  repeating  his  otters  expressed  above, 
flatters  himself  that  Congress,  if  they  think  pro]>er  to  permit  this  expe- 
dition, will  tind  that  these  arrangements  can  be  made  even  after  the 
departure  of  this  vessel. 

Gerard. 


This  memorial  being  read,  it  was  immediately 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommemled  to  his  excellency  the  governor  of 
Maryland  to  permit  the  ship  Defence,  which  is  loaded  with  provisions 
for  the  fleet  of  his  most  Chiistian  majesty,  to  depait  and  carry  her  cargo 
to  the  place  other  destination,  and  tliat  care  be  taken  that  she  carry 
no  other  provisions  than  the  above  and  what  may  be  necessary  for  the 
crew. 


Franklin  to  Gillon." 

PA8SY,  July  5,  1779. 
Sir:  1  received  the  honor  of  yours  dated  the  L"Jth  past.  The  zeal 
you  show  for  the  relief  of  Carolina  is  very  laudable;  and  1  wish  that  it 
was  in  my  power  to  second  it  by  com[)lying  with  your  propi>sition.  But 
the  little  squadron  which  you  sui)pose  to  be  in  my  disi)osition  is  not, 
as  you  seem  to  imagine,  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States, 
nor  have  I  Auy  authority  to  direct  its  operation.^.  It  was  from  the 
beginning  destined  by  the  concerned  for  a  i)artuular  puipose.  1  have 
only,  upon  a  request  that  I  could  not  refuse,  lent  the  Alliance  to  it, 
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hoping  the  enterprise  may  be  more  advantfigeous  to  the  common  cause 
than  her  cruise  conhl  be  alone.  1  suppose,  too,  that  they  are  sailed  be- 
fore this  time.  Your  other  scheme  for  raising  a  sum  of  1,.S( )(>,()(  10  livres 
by  subscription  throughout  France,  to  be  advanced  to  the  State  of 
South  Carolina  on  an  interest  of  7  per  cent.,  etc.,  being  mixed  with 
a  commercial  plan,  is  so  far  out  of  my  way,  and  what  I  can  not  well 
judge  of;  but  in  the  [)resent  circumstances  I  should  think  it  not  likely 
to  succeed.  However,  as  I  am  charged  to  procure  a  loan  for  the  United 
States  at  a  lower  interest,  I  can  have  no  hand  in  encourauing  this  par- 
ticular loan,  as  it  interferes  with  the  other.  An<l  I  can  not  but  observe 
that  the  agents  from  our  different  States  running  all  over  l^^urope  beg- 
ging to  borrow  money  at  high  interest  has  given  such  an  idea  of  our 
poverty  and  distress  as  has  exceedingly  hurt  the  general  credit,  and 
made  the  loan  for  the  United  States  almost  impracticable. 
With  great  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

13.  Franklin. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  5,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent to  Congress  that,  faithful  to  the  promises  which  that  body  has 
asked  for  on  his  part,  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  provisions  destined 
for  the  squadron  which  the  king  sent  last  year  to  the  assistance  of  the 
United  States,  he  has  never  authorized  any  purchase  except  through 
the  very  overseers  ai)pointed  by  Congress,  or  without  giving  notice  of 
the  operation  to  the  members  of  the  committees  intrusted  with  this 
business.  He  has  declared  to  them  several  times  that  the  provisions 
bought  on  the  account  and  with  the  money  of  the  king  would  always 
remain  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  either  for  the  public  service  or  for 
that  of  the  American  army.  The  undersigned  hopes  that  their  mem- 
bers will  be  witnesses  of  it  to  Congress.  Delicacy  has  been  carried  so 
far  tliat  it  has  been  preferred  to  expose  the  king's  squadron  to  the  want 
of  provisions,  which  it  has  procured  only  in  consequence  of  some  happy 
accidents,  rather  than  to  break  through  an  arrangement  which  Con- 
gress had  judged  necessary.  The  same  principle  has  guided  the  con- 
duct which  has  been  pursued  in  the  last  place,  when  the  undersigned, 
by  his  knowledge  of  the  chief  motives  of  Congress,  having  been 
obliged  to  demand  the  assurance  of  a  certain  quantity  of  provisions, 
the  difticulty  of  circumstances  indnced  him  to  combine  purchases  by 
way  of  commerce  with  the  direct  measures  which  Congress  has  judged 
proper  to  take.  As  Congress  must  have  been  informed  of  all  that  has 
taken  place  on  this  subject,  the  undersigned  will  not  introduce  it  agaiti 
here,  and  he  will  abstain  from  all  reflection. 


'5  Sparks'  Dip.  Eev.  Corr.,  608. 
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He  confines  himself  to  representing  to  Congress  that  the  produce  of 
these  private  i)urchases  is  reduced  to  a  very  small  quantity  l»y  the 
obstacles  which  the  Continental  officers  have  thrown  in  their  way,  and 
by  the  seizure,  l>y  authority,  of  tlie  articles  bought,  as  well  as  by  other 
similar  events;  and  the  agents  employed  on  the  king's  account,  being 
thus  deprived  of  the  security  and  of  the  power  which  every  American 
citizen  and  every  foreign  merchant  enjoys,  an<l  the  property  of  the 
king  being  so  uncertain  and  exposed,  the  undersigned  begs  Congress 
to  be  pleased  to  cause  all  the  provisions  bought  on  the  account  and 
with  the  money  of  his  majesty  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  officers 
whom  they  shall  judge  proper  to  appoint  for  this  purpose,  in  order  that 
Congress  may  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as  their  own  prudence 
and  the  ])ubU(;  interest  shall  dictate;  the  undersigned  declaring  that 
from  the  moment  in  which  he  was  informed  of  these  proceedings  and 
of  these  obstacles  he  has  given  order  to  put  an  end  to  every  kind  of 
purchase  and  sui>ply  of  provisions.  He  annexes  here  the  note  of  the 
provisions  now  in  the  hands  of  the  king's  agents;  and  if  the  commis- 
sions given  heretofore  have  produced  a  greater  quantity  of  them,  he 
will  have  the  honor  to  give  notice  of  it  to  Congress,  according  as  he 
shall  be  informed  of  it  himself. 

But  he  must  at  the  same  time  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
proposition  which  he  had  the  honor  to  make  to  them  by  the  memorial 
which  contains  the  request  for  this  new  supply,  that  is  to  say,  that 
they  would  be  pleased  to  declare  whether  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
of  France  may  reckon  upon  the  quantity  of  provisions  which  are  neces- 
sary for  the  important  object  which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  communi- 
cate to  Congress.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  success  of  his  measures  on 
this  subject,  the  undersigned  confines  himself  at  the  present  time  to 
requesting  that  the  quantity  of  live  thousand  barrels  of  flour  may  be 
immediately  held  in  readiness.  The  remainder  can  be  furnished  in  the 
course  of  September  next  from  grain  the  product  of  this  year's  har- 
vest. 

The  reasons  alleged  in  the  said  memorial  compel  the  undersigned  to 
repeat  to  Congress  the  formal  demand  of  a  prompt  and  explicit  an- 
swer, with  which  he  has  not  hitherto  been  honored.  Congress  has  too 
much  wisdom  for  any  one  to  allow  himself  to  set  forth  to  it  all  the 
inconveniences  which  might  result  to  America  and  to  the  alliance  from 
the  least  delay.  The  reports  hitherto  communicated  are  so  uncertain, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  make  them  the  foundation  of  a  confidence  which 
the  experience  of  the  past  does  not  encourage,  unless  Congress  author- 
izes them  by  its  sanction.  A  formal  and  explicit  assurance  on  the  part 
of  Congress  can  alone  effect  an  object  so  important,  upon  which  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  insisted  since  the  month  of 
May,  and  which  the  advancement  of  the  season  renders  still  more 
critical  and  pressing. 

Gerard. 

wh — vol  iii 10 
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Franklin  to  Jones." 

Passy,  July  8,  1779. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favors  of  the  2d  and  4lli  instant.  I  am 
sorry  for  the  accidents  that  have  obliged  your  little  squadron  to  return 
and  refit,  but  I  hope  all  may  be  for  the  best.  Some  days  since  M.  de 
Chaumont  handed  to  me  the  sul)stauce  of  a  letter  which  contained 
heads  of  the  instructions  that  M.  de  Sartine  wished  me  to  give  you.  I 
had  them  translated  and  put  into  the  form  of  a  letter  to  you,  which  I 
signed  and  gave  back  to  M.  de  Chaumont,  who,  I  suppose,  has  sent  it 
to  you.  I  have  no  other  orders  to  give,  for,  as  the  court  is  at  the  chief 
expense,  1  think  they  have  the  best  right  to  direct.  I  observe  that 
you  write  about  a  change  of  the  destination,  but  when  a  thing  has  been 
once  considered  and  determined  on  in  council  they  do  not  care  to  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  it,  having  much  business  on  hand,  and  there 
is  not  now  time  to  obtain  a  reconsideration.  It  has  been  hinted  to  me 
that  the  intention  of  ordering  your  cruise  to  tinish  at  the  Texel  is  with 
a  view  of  getting  out  that  ship;  but  this  should  be  kept  a  secret. 

I  can  say  nothing  about  Captain  Landais'  prize.  I  suppose  the  min- 
ister has  an  account  of  it,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  about  it. 
If  he  reclaims  it  on  account  of  his  passport,  we  must  then  consider 
what  is  to  be  done.  I  approve  of  the  careenage  proposed  for  the  Alliance 
as  a  thing  necessary.  As  she  is  said  to  be  a  remarkably  swift  sailer, 
I  should  hope  you  might  by  her  means  take  some  privateers  and  a  num-' 
ber  of  prisoners,  so  as  to  continue  the  cartel  and  redeem  all  our  i)oor 
countrymen.  My  best  wishes  ever  attend  you. 
I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Williams,  t 

Passy,  July  8,  1 779. 

Dear  Jonathan  :  I  received  yours  of  the  1st  and  2d  instant.  En- 
closedl  send,  asyou  desire,  Mr.  Lee'soriginal  letter  declining  any  further 
concern  with  the  accounts.  As  it  contains  some  malevolent  insinuations 
relating  to  them  that  are  groundless,  I  think  it  right  you  should  at  the 
same  time  see  my  observations  on  them  in  the  drafts  of  a  letter  1  in- 
tended to  send  him  in  answer,  but  which  on  second  thoughts  I  did  not 
send,  merely  to  avoid  a  continued  altercation,  for  which  I  had  neither 
time  nor  inclination  and  he  abundance  of  both.| 

lam  much  obliged  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  undertaken  the  trouble 
of  examining  your  accounts,  and  if  they  think  fit  to  join  Commodore 
Gillon  to  their  number,  and  he  will  be  so  good  as  to  accept,  it  will  be  very 
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agreeable  to  me.  lam  sorry  that  M.  Schweigbauser  decliues  it,  as  he 
was  put  into  our  business  by  Messrs.  Lee,  and  it  was  therefore  I  named 
him  iu  the  request,  though  not  an  American. 

I  request  you  would  make  inquiry  concerning  the  complaints  con- 
tained in  two  papers  I  enclose,  which  were  handed  to  me  from  the  Span, 
ish  ambassador. 

I  suspect  that  some  of  the  English  cruisers  do  somelimes  personate 
Americans  to  create  mischief.  Let  me  know  if  such  vessels  really  went 
from  Nant<  s. 

I  am,  your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.  Franklin. 


Lovell  to  Franklin.* 

Philadelphia,  JiJj/  9,  1779. 
Sir:  I  send  by  this  opportunity  journals  aiul  gazettes,  with  some 
letters,  which  were  to  liave  goiic  by  way  of  .Martinique  some  time  ago, 
with  others  that  1  ii(»pe  will  ivach  you  by  that  channel.  I  add  a  com- 
plete set  of  journals,  a.s  t;ir  a.s  they  are  printed,  viz:  First  volume,  sec- 
ond volume,  and  from  Jainuuy  9  to  June  12  this  year,  with  two  spare 
pamphlets  of  No.s,  L',  .3,  II,  12,  to  make  those  already  sent  complete. 
Perhaps  1  may  have  the  honor  of  writing  again  before  the  vessel  sails 
out,  though  she  is  now  tailing  down  the  river. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreiyn  Affairs. 


De  Bouille  to  Gerard,  t 
[Translatiou.] 

Martinique,  July  11,  1779. 

SiE:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
on  the  8th  of  June,  in  which  you  inform  me  of  Congress'  want  of 
powder.  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  sui>plies  for  this  colony,  which  are 
much  less  than  they  ought  to  be,  will  not  permit  me  to  furnish  any  to 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  innuensc  and  unforeseen  consunii)- 
tion  occasioned  by  Count  d'Estaing's  tleet  and  his  unhappy  expedition 
against  St.  Lucia  have  laid  me  under  the  necessity  of  purchasing  up 
all  the  powder  iu  the  hands  of  merchants  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  you  must  be  sensible  that  nothing  but  the  most 
urgent  necessity  could  have  induced  me  to  go  to  such  expense  on 
account  of  the  king  at  a  time  when  I  am  in  so  much  want  of  money. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  72. 
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]Mr.  Biiigliani,  who  is  bere,  an  agent  of  Congress,  will  be  able  to  pur- 
chase lead  of  the  merchants.     As  to  arms,  they  are  become  scarce. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

BOUILLE. 

P.  S. — I  beg  of  you,  sir,  to  use  all  of  your  efforts  that  we  may  receive 
as  much  provisions  as  possible  before  the  mouth  of  November  next  at 
furtliest,  and  cause  them  to  be  addressed  to  me  either  at  Fort  Koyal, 
St.  Pierre,  or  at  Triiiite,  in  this  Island,  and  that  you  would  not  let  the 
l)rice  of  freight  [)reveut  you.  You  will  thereby  do  us  the  most  essen- 
tial service. 


Congress — Conferences  Tw^ith  French  Minister.* 

Monday,  Juh/ 12, 1779. 

The  President  informed  the  house  that  he  had  communicated  to  the 
minister  of  France  the  resolution  of  Saturday,  an<l  that  the  minister 
has  agreed  to  meet  Congress  in  committee  of  the  wliole  at  '2  o'clock 
this  day. 

Congress  was  i-esolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some 
time  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  ami  Mr.  Laurens  reported  that 
the  committee  have  ha<l  a  conference  witli  the  minister  ])U^nipotentiary 
of  France,  but  not  being  [)repared  to  report  the  substance  of  the  con- 
ference desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  tomorrow  morning  Congress  be  resolved  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  wliole  on  the  subject  of  the  conference  this  day  held  with 
the  minister  i)lenipoteutiary  of  France. 

July  13,  1779. 

Congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

July  14,  1779. 

Congress  was  again  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  after  some  time 
the  President  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  Laurens  reported : 

That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress  the  committee  of  the 
whole  have  conferred  with  the  minister  i)lenipotentiary  of  France,  who 
introduced  the  conference  by  saying  that  he  had  received  some  dis- 
patches from  his  court  which  he  was  ordered  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress, but  that  he  expected  no  answer;  that  though  it  was  not  the 
usual  practice  to  offer  communications  of  this  nature  in  writing,  yet  as 
it  had  beeu  intimated  to  him  by  the  President  that  this  mode  would  be 
most  agreeable  to  Congress,  he  had  committed  the  heads  of  them  to  pa 
per,  not  as  a  memorial,  but  merely  fur  the  assistance  of  the  memory  in 
a  form  to  which  the  term  of  "a^Z  statum  legendV  is  appropriated  by  the 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  printed  secret  journal  compared  aud  corrected.  See  also 
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usage  of  the  courts  of  Europe,  That  iu  rea«linf>-  ihe  said  paper  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  iiiaUiu^-  some  explanations  and  reflections.  He 
then  proceeded  to  read  the  i)aper  iierewith  delivered,  marked  No.  1,  di- 
vided into  seven  articles,  and  at  the  close  of  each  separate  article  he 
added  explanations  and  reflections,  the  substance  of  which  the  commit- 
tee have  endcavoretl  to  recollect  and  committed  to  writing  iu  the  paper 
marked  No.  2. 

No.  I. 

Ad  statuiu  leficiHli. 

First.  The  kiug  has  approved  all  the  overtures  which  were  made  by  his  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  honorable  Congress respectiug  the  aflairsof  M.  de  Beaumarchais; 
therefore  a  line  ought  to  be  drawn  between  the  stores  which  this  gentleman  has  been 
peimitted  to  take  out  of  the  royal  magazine,  for  which  he  has  constituted  himself 
delttor  to  the  department  of  war,  and  between  tliose  articles  which  the  same  gentle- 
man has  bought  in  the  way  of  conmiou  trade  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

Second.  A  hint  having  been  given  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  that  Congress 
desire  to  recruit  their  ships  in  France  from  the  English  prisoners  there,  the  court,  in 
conserinonce  of  his  rei)rescnta1ions,  is  willing  to  facilitate  this  mode  of  recruiting 
seamen. 

Third.  The  king  and  ministry  were  extremely  [ple.ised]  with  the  resolution  which 
Congress  has  taken  to  maintain  only  one  minister  pleni]iotentiary  at  this  court,  as 
well  as  with  the  exclusive  appointment  of  so  steady  and  honest  a  man  and  so  firm  and 
solid  a  patriot  as  Dr.  Franklin. 

Fonrili  The  Congress  has  given  very  great  satisfaction  to  the  court  of  France  by 
the  convenient  and  spirited  step  which  was  taken  to  disavow  a  certain  ill-grounded 
anil  pernicious  doctrine  relating  to  the  mutual  obligations  of  the  allies  to  conclude 
no  truce  or  peace  w'ithout  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  each  other.  The  court  of 
France  is  of  opinion  that  this  doctrine  could  only  be  maintained  by  those  men  whose 
aim  it  was  by  any  means  to  weaken  the  ties  of  the  alliance  and  to  create  disgust 
and  ditiddeuce  between  the  allies. 

Fiftli.  This  court  has  received  with  some  surprise  the  intelligence  that  Congress 
has  [inblishe<l  the  treaties  concln<led  with  it  without  the  previous  knowledge  and 
ciiDsent  of  the  party  interested.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  such  a  proceeding  is  but 
little  consistent  with  reason  and  with  the  general  practice  of  courts  and  nations. 
Nevertheless,  this  obser\atiou  involves  not  anj'  kind  of  repn>ach,  but  the  king  thinks 
that  so  noble  and  generous  a  system  of  politics  could  but  produce  desirable  eliects  by 
its  publication. 

Sixth.  The  intelligence  that  in  the  first  mouth  of  last  winter  there  were  no  ade- 
quate preparations  made  in  America  towards  a  vigorous  and  successful  campaign  was 
received  at  Versailles  with  all  the  concern  which  the  danger  of  the  United  States  and 
the  prolongation  of  the  present  contest  can  create  in  the  most  friendly  mind.  The 
court  of  France  is  fully  in  the  opinion  that  the  exertions  of  the  United  States  are 
necessary  to  bring  the  common  enemy  to  a  proper  sense  of  all  the  disappointments 
which  he  will  meet  with. 

Seventh.  The  court  being  very  de-sirous  to  acquaint  Congress  exactly  with  the 
state  of  atfairs  relating  to  the  common  cause,  would  not  delay  to  inform  this  honor- 
able body  that  the  court  of  London,  showing  on  one  side  dispositions  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion with  France,  rejects  on  the  other  side  the  very  idea  of  a  fcrnsal  and  explicit 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States,  which  his  most  Christian 
majesty  perseveres  to  hold  up  as  a  preliminary  and  essential  condition.  The  behavior 
of  the  common  enemy  in  this  respect  rendered  a  great  deal  more  probable  the  con- 
jecture which  was  communicated  to  Congress  some  time  ago,  that  the  point  of  honor 
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and  pride  of  the  Kiug  of  England  will  be  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  conclusion  of 
peace  upon  those  explicit  terms;  an  1  perhaps  the  manner  of  overcoming  this  diffi- 
culty will  of  course  become  the  most  decisive  object  of  the  deliberations  of  Congress 
-when  this  honorable  body  shall  determine  to  make  peace  [it  is  presupposed  that  what- 
ever me^o  termini  may  be  hit  upon]*  England  shall  treat  with  the  United  States  as 
with  a  free  people,  and  evacuate  immediately  all  the  territories  belonging  to  them. 

No.  II. 

The  suUtance  of  what  the  viinister  said  at  the  conference  in  explanation  of  the  several 
articles  in  the  foregoing  paper  marked  "ad  siaium  legendi,"  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Article  1.  From  the  bills  and  accounts  with  which  Congress  have  been  furnished 
by  M.  de  Beanmarchais  Congress  will  be  enabled  to  distinguish  those  articles  which 
■were  drawn  from  the  royal  raag-azines,  and  those  which  he  supplied  in  the  way  of 
trade.  For  these  last  Congress  will,  without  doubt,  make  remittances  to  M.  de 
Beanmarchais  in  their  own  way,  to  enable  him  to  perform  the  contracts  he  has  entered 
into  as  a  merchant.  That  for  the  former  articles  the  king,  his  master,  taking  upon 
himself  to  be  creditor  to  the  United  States,  would  wait  until  Congress  shall  find  it 
convenient  to  make  compensation. 

AuT.  2.  Though  his  court  had  not  resolved  to  retaliate  upon  the  prisoners  [in 
their  hands  for  injuries  done  to  prisoners]t  taken  by  the  common  euemy,  yet  for  the 
reasons  assigned  the  king,  his  master,  had  assented  to  the  proposal ;  but  in  carrying 
this  matter  into  execution  it  would  be  proper  to  take  such  precautions  and  to  give 
such  orders  to  the  captains  or  other  persons  employed  in  this  business  that  it  might 
be  managed  with  prudence. 

Art.  3.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Congress  will  very  soon  receive  proofs 
of  the  confidence  which  his  court  was  always  willing  to  show  to  the  servants  of  these 
States.  The  personal  character  of  Dr.  Franklin  will  enable  the  court  to  act  with  a 
friiuknoss  becoming  the  alliance,  and  they  will  have  no  occasion  to  withhold  any 
more  the  secrets  which  may  interest  rho  United  Statts  and  the  alliance. 

Art.  4.  The  king,  his  master,  after  this  ex)dicit  step,  relies  with  the  highe.st  confi- 
dence upon  tae  candor  and  faithfulness  of  Congress  in  understanding  as  well  as  in 
executing  the  treaty,  and  in  rejecting  every  arbitrary  and  unnatural  interrelation  or 
construction  which  false,  subtle,  or  designing  men  can  contrive.  Congress,  by  their 
own  feelings,  must  be  sensible  that  such  interpretations  and  constructions  are  always 
hurtful  against  common  decency  and  dignity,  aud  may  oftentimes  endanger  mutual 
confidence,  and  of  course  the  very  existence  of  a  treaty.  But  the  sense  Congress  has 
manifested  in  this  particular  affair  gives  his  court  the  greatest  hopes  that  there  will 
he  no  further  motive  for  the  painful  reflections  which  that  affair  gave  rise  to. 

Art.  ry.  He  begged  leave  to  add  that  this  publication  interfered  with  the  situation 
of  affairs  in  Europe,  aud  was  in  a  certain  degree  disadvantageous  to  the  common 
cause,  because  it  gave  the  common  enemy  a  full  knowledge  of  our  system  and  our 
mutual  engagements,  without  procuring  us  any  reason  to  guess  at  their  views  and 
resolutions.  Happily  these  inconveniences  have  not  been  felt,  aud  ample  compensa- 
tion has  been  obtained  by  convincing  the  peo])]e  of  America  not  only  that  the  treaty 
was  just  and  equal,  but  that  the  heavy  task  with  France  had  taken  u)>on  her  was 
magnanimous,  gratuitous,  aud  without  reward.  The  whole  world  was  at  the  same 
time  convinced  that  war,  conquest,  and  ambition  were  not  the  objects  of  the  alliance, 
nor  of  any  of  the  allies,  but  only  the  peaceable  enidynient  of  the  sovereignty,  liberty, 
security,  and  independence  of  these  United  States.  Aud  this  conviction  gave  much 
honor,  credit,  aud  consideration  to  the  alliance. 

*  In  Sparks'  ed.,  "  whatever  middle  path  may  be  hit  upon." 
1  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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Art.  6.  On  this  he  observed  that  he  had  endea-.  ored  siuce  last  fall,  hy  order  of  his 
court,  to  impress  upon  every  mind  that  England  will  never  evacuate  New  York  will- 
ingly, and  could  only  be  brought  by  proper  exertions  on  thepart  of  America  to  think 
seriously  of  granting  independence.  He  believed  that  Congress  had  adopted  a  sys- 
tem comformablo  to  their  engagements,  and  to  the  situation  of  aflairs  his  court  was 
better  informed  than  he  wag.  But  without  reflecting  on  past  events,  the  king  hopes 
that  his  amicable  ai)prehensions  will  be  overcome  by  the  success  of  the  campai<>-u  • 
that  henceforth  the  United  States  will  follow  the  example  set  them  by  his  nngestv, 
and  that  they  will  exert  themselves  in  their  own  cause,  as  his  majesty  exerts  himself 
for  their  sakes  and  in  their  cause,  which  he  has  adopted. 

Art.  7.  He  said  he  was  autluirized  to  tell  Congress  in  confidence  that  this  re- 
flection is  the  result  of  the  observations  which  the  court  of  Spain  made  upon  the  con- 
duct of  England  throughout  her  negotiation  of  mediation  ;  that  the  British  ministry 
seem  to  besolicitousfo  be  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  keep  up  this  negotiation  ; 
that  from  thence  probable  hopes  may  bo  entertained  of  their  internal  disposition 
to  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  they  reject  with  haughtiness  the  formal  acknowledi;- 
ment  of  the  independence  insisted  on  by  France  and  Spain.  New  orders  have  been 
given  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  London  to  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  those 
dispositions.  In  these  ciroimstances  the  king,  his  master,  ordered  him  to  communi- 
cate this  intelligence  to  the  United  States,  that  they  may,  if  they  think  proper,  take 
under  cou.sideration  if  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  give  their  plenipotentiary  in- 
structions and  full  powers,  founded  upon  the  necessity  of  the  conjuncture  and  ui.ou 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  the  express  and  formal  terms  of  which  are  that  peace  shall  not 
be  made  without  an  express  or  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty,  and,  conse- 
qnentlj'  and  a  fortiori,  of  the  rights  inberent  in  sovereignty,  as  well  as  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  in  mattersof  government  and  of  commerce. 

This  substantial  alternative  in  an  engagement  which  is  a  mere  gratuitous  gift, 
without  any  compensation  or  stipulation,  ought,  indeed,  never  to  be  forgotten  in  a 
negotiation  for  peace.  France  foresaw  the  extreme  difilculties  which  a  formal  and 
explicit  acknowledgment  might  meet  w  ith.  She  knew  by  her  own  experience  in 
similar  contests,  in  which  she  has  been  deeply  concerned,  respecting  the  republics  of 
Holland,  Genoa,  and  the  Swiss  cautous,  how  tenacious  monarchs  are,  and  how  repug- 
nant to  pronounce  the  humiliating /on)i«?a.  It  was  obtained  for  HoUaud  tacitly 
after  a  war  of  thirty  years,  and  explicitly  after  a  resistance  of  seventy.  To  this  day 
Genoa  and  the  Swiss  cantons  have  obtained  no  renunciation  or  acknowledgment, 
either  tacit  or  formal,  from  their  former  sovereigns  ;  but  they  enjoy  their  sovereignty 
and  independence  only  under  the  guaranty  of  France.  His  court  thought  it  impor- 
tant to  provide  that  difillculties  of  this  nature,  which  beside  merely  in  words,  should 
not  delay  or  prevent  America  from  enjoying  the  thing  itself. 

From  these  considerations  arose  the  very  important  and  explicit  stipulation  in  the 
treaty  which  he  just  now  mentioned,  and  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  the 
United  States.  The  circumstances  seem  such  as  call  for  the  application  of  the  alter- 
native of  tacit  or  explicit  acknowledgment.  All  these  considerations  are  adduced 
tbat  Congress  may,  if  they  think  proper,  consider  whether  the  literal  execution  of 
the  treaty  in  this  point  is  not  become  necessary,  and  whether  the  safety  and  happi- 
ness of  the  American  people,  as  well  as  the  essential  principles  of  the  alliance,  are 
not  intimately  connected  with  the  resolutions  that  maybe  taken  on  this  subject. 
And  it  remains  with  the  prudence  of  Congress  to  examine  whether  instructions  upon 
some  particular  conditions  may  not  frustrate  the  salutary  purpose  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance  relative  to  a  tacit  acknowledgment  which  the  situation  of  afltairs  may 
require. 

In  thus  executing  (continued  he)  the  orders  I  have  received,  I  can  not  omit  observ- 
ing that  these  orders  were  given  with  the  full  presumption  that  the  business  which  I 
laid  before  Congress  in  February  last  would  have  been  settled  long  before  these  dis- 
patches should  come  to  my  hands.     However  sensibly  my  court  will  be  disapi«oiuted 
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iu  its  expectations,  I  shall  add  uotbing  to  the  information  and  observations  ■which, 
■with  the  warmest  zeal  for  the  interests  of  both  coiuitries  and  by  the  duties  of  my 
otjfice  and  my  instrnctions,  I  found  myself  bound  to  deliver  from  time  to  time  to  Con- 
gress in  the  course  of  this  business.  The  apprehension  of  giving  new  matter  to  those 
who  endeavor  to  throw  blame  upon  Congress  is  a  new  motive  tor  me  to  be  silent.  I 
beg  only  to  remind  this  honorable  body  of  tlie  aforesaid  information  and  refiectious, 
and  particularly  of  those  wbich  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  to  an  assembly  similar  to 
the  present.  I  shall  only  insist  on  a  single  point  which  1  established  tiien  and  since 
iu  one  of  my  memorials,  namely,  the  manifest  and  stiiking  necessity  of  enabling 
Spain,  by  the  determination  of  just  and  moderate  terms,  to  [iress  upon  England  with 
her  good  offices  and  bring  her  mediation  to  an  issue,  iu  order  that  we  may  know 
wlicther  we  are  to  expect  peace  or  war.  This  step  is  looked  upon  in  Europe  as  im- 
mediately necessary.  It  was  the  proper  object  of  the  message  I  delivered  in  Febru- 
ary last.  I  then  established  the  strong  reasons  which  require  that  at  the  same  time 
and  without  delay  proper  terms  should  be  otfered  to  his  Catholic  majesty  in  oider 
to  reconcile  him  perfectly  to  the  American  interest.  I  did  not  conceal  that  it  was  to 
be  feared  that  any  condition  inconsistent  with  the  established  form  of  the  alli- 
ance, which  is  the  binding  and  only  law  of  the  allies,  and  contrary  to  the  line  of  con- 
duct which  Spain  pursued  in  the  cour.se  of  her  mediation,  would  lead  her  to  drop  the 
mediation,  and  prevent  his  Catholic  majesty,  by  motives  of  honor  and  of  faithful- 
ness, from  joining  in  our  common  cause,  and  from  completing  the  intended  triumvi- 
rate. No  loss,  ao  unhappy  event,  could  be  so  heavy  upon  the  alliance  as  this.  In- 
deed, although  the  British  forces  are  already  kept  in  check  by  the  combined  eft'orts 
ol  France  and  America,  it  is  nevertheless  evident  that  the  acce.ssiou  of  Spain  can  only 
give  to  the  alliance  a  decided  superiority  adequate  to  our  purposes,  and  free  us  from 
the  fatal  chance  that  a  single  unlucky  event  may  overthrow  the  balance. 

The  committee  then,  taking  notice  of  what  the  minister  had  said  concerniug  a  tacit 
assurance  of  the  independence  of  these  States  and  the  reluctance  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  to  make  an  express  acknowledgment  thereof,  requested  to  know  his 
sense  concerning  the  manner  ia  which  such  ta'it  assurance  could  be  given.  To  which 
1k!,  premising  that  what  he  should  now  say  ought  to  be  considered  only  as  his  private 
si;ntiments,  reydied  that  the  Biitisli  court  would  probably  endeavor  to  avoid  an  ex- 
ju-ess  acknowleilgment  by  imi tilting  i>recedents  that  had  occurred  iu  Europe  on  similar 
occasions,  instancing  the  cases  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  and  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands;  that  the  mode  adopted  iu  the  latter  case  had  been  for  the  archduke,  to 
whom  the  King  of  Spain  had  transferred  his  right  of  sovereignty,  to  treat  with  them 
"as  with  free  and  independent  states  ; "  and  that,  with  respect  to  the  cantons,  France 
had  not  been  able  to  obtain  for  them  in  the  treaty  of  Munster  any  other  than  a  decla- 
ration that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  as  full  liberty  and  exemption  from  the 
empire  and  be  in  no  manner  subject  to  the  jnrisdiction  thereof.  But  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  circumstances  of  these  States,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  had  con- 
ducted their  opposition,  would  justify  their  expecting  a  more  full  declaration. 


Lovell  to  Franklin.* 

Philadelphia,  Jidii  Ki,  1770. 

Sir  :  We  find  by  the  minister  of  France  tbat  your  a|)i)()iutinent  bas 

given  high  satisfaction  to  his  court,  and  we  are  encouraged  to  expect 

pi  oofs  of  its  most  contidential  reliance  upon  your  character.     We  ha\(^ 

not  had  a  line  from  you  of  this  year's  date;  indeed,  I  believe  your  latest 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  72,  with  verbal  changes. 
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is  November  7,  1778..  Two  da:ss  ago  we  received  several  letters  from 
Dr.  [Artliui]  Lee  aud  one  from  Mr.  Izard;  the  latter  of  March  4,  the 
former  up  to  April  6.  The  vessel  was  from  Kochelle  about  the  mid- 
dle of  May. 

It  was  unfortuuate  that  we  did  not  get  the  information  of  Mr.  Lee 
earlier  respecting  the  designs  of  the  enemy  against  Connecticut.  Tbey 
had  accomplished  a  part  of  them  a  few  days  before.  Will  no  one  under 
a  commission  from  these  United  States  retaliate  on  the  coast  of  Eng- 
land for  the  burning  of  our  beautiful  Fairfield!*  A  single  privateer 
might,  1  think,  show  there  a  striking  sample  of  the  species  of  war  car- 
ried on  by  Britain  against  America.  We  are  told  tbis  evening  that 
General  Lincoln  has  had  an  advantage  over  Prevost  in  an  open  field 
fight,  in  which  the  militia  behaved  to  admiration,  on  the  20th  of  Jane. 

We  forward  two  letters  for  "  our  great,  faithful,  beloved  friend  and 
ally  Louis  Sixteenth,  Kiug  of  France  and  Navarre."  We  submit,  how- 
ever, the  superscription  to  your  jiulgmeut. 

You  will  manage  the  invoices  by  your  best  abilities.  The  probability 
of  su(;(',ess  was  held  out  to  us  by  one  who  doubtless  makes  known  by  this 
opportunity  how  much  our  present  circumstances  reniler  such  aids  essen- 
tial to  us.  A  report  of  the  treasury,  resi)ecting  the  just  stipend  of  our 
late  and  present  ministers  at  foieign  courts  is  not  (piite  determined 
upon.  A  decision  is  peculiarly  necessary  as  to  Mr.  W.  Lee  aud  Mr. 
Izard  after  the  proceedings  here  of  June  8.  I  put  up  for  you  a  set  of 
the  journals,  which  have  been  ])rinted  this  year,  adding  some  spare 
numbers  tocomi)lete  what  have  been  sent  in  i^art  of  No.  15. 

Presumiug  from  report  aud  a  passage  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  Lee  that 
Mr.  Adams  is  on  his  return  hither,  we  do  not  write  to  him  more.  Should 
he  remain  in  France,  w^e  beg  he  may  be  made  acquainted  with  the  cause 
of  our  omission.  Good  as  this  opportunity  is,  we  expect  a  much  bet- 
ter one  shortl}',  when  we  shall  renew  assurances  of  being,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

P.  S. — The  letters  and  papers  respecting  M.  de  Francy's  agency  were 
only  this  day  delivered  to  ns  from  the  secretary's  office ;  but  M.  de 
Fraucy  had  sextuples  before. 


Lovell,  for  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Philadelphia,  July  16,  1779. 
Sir  :  Two  days  ago  several  of  your  letters  came  to  hand,  the  latest 
being  of  April  G.     It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  one  in  partic- 
ular did  not  earlier  arrive.     The  copy  of  its  contents  was  sent  imme- 


*  See  as  to  the  delusive  cl)aracter  of  this  information  Introduction,  ^  150  151. 
t  1  Spa^l^s'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  564. 
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diately  to  Governor  Trnmbnll,  but  alas  too  late.*  Fairfield  had  been 
destroyed  by  tbe  fire  of  the  euemy.  We  are  mistaken,  however,  if  that 
enemy  does  not  shortly  tiiul  the  nnprofitableness  of  this  kind  of  war- 
fare towards  their  main  pnrpose.  America  must  be  dead  indeed  to  all 
proper  spirit  if  such  doings  will  not  render  her  both  as  vigilant  and 
active  as  in  the  beginning  of  the  contest.  It  is  matter  of  much  con- 
jecture why  you  have  not  been  able  for  some  months  back  to  give  us 
interesting  accounts  from  Spain.  All  we  know  is  through  M.  Gerard. 
We  have  sent  so  many  sets  of  the  journals  of  Congress  that  you  will 
doubtless  get  one.  They  are  chi(»fiy  directed  to  Dr.  Franklin.  You 
will  find  the  parts  in  which  you  are  personally  interested  to  be  under 
tlie  following  dates,  viz  :  April  G,  15,  20,  21,  22,  26,  28,  30 ;  May  3,  22, 
24,  25,  27 ;  June  8. 

We  shall  speedily  write  again  ;  in  the  mean  time  be  assured  that  W8 
are  with  much  regard,  your  humble  servants, 

James  Lovell, 
For  ihe  CommHfee  of  ForeUjn  Affairs. 

P.  S. — It  is  probable  that  all  the  papers  sent  by  you  up  to  May  21 
have  come  safe  either  in  originals,  duplicates,  or  triplicates. 


Congress -Proceedings   as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries. t 

[For  prior  proceedings,  aeesiijira,  July  1,  1779.] 

July  17,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  subject  under  debate  the  first  of  this  month 
(see  page  207);  and  the  third  proposition  and  the  amendnjent  being  read, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconde<l  by  Mr.  Drayton,  that 
the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  the  (juestiou  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hampshire \  ^'-  Wliipple No.     )  ^ 

'^  I  Mr.  Peabody No.    ^ 

Mas.sachusett.s  B:i y H]^'  u''',''^' S""     ]  No. 

^  Mr.  Holtou No.    S 

Tii     ,    T,i„.  1  S  Mr-  Marchaut No.    f  ■., 

Rhode  Lslaml j  Mr.  Colliii.s No.    r"' 

Connecticut Mr.  Hnntington Aye.  K 

(  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ^     •' 

f  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ) 

New  York  j  Mr.  Duane ^y*'-  Uve 

^^^^  ^^^^ ^  Mr.  Morris Aye.  l^^^- 

[_Mt.  Lewis Aye.  J 


*  See  Introduction,   ^iji  l.'')0-151. 

t  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  compariug  printed  journals. 
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New  Jersey !  m"  S*'^^   : ^^"^^  Uye. 

•'  (  Mr.  Honsion  Aye.  ^■^'>''' 

(  Mr.  Hliippen No.     i 

Pennsylvania   •'  Mr.  Miilileuberg Aye.  >No. 

^  Mr.  McLene No.    ) 

!Mr.  Dickinson Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Van  Uy ke Aye.  >  Aye. 
Mr.  McKean   Aye.  S 

Marvlaml \  f''  Cannicbael Aye.  I 

(  Mr.  P  orbes Aye.  ^     •> 

i  Mr.  Sinitb Aye.  ) 

Virginia ■'  Mr.  Grittiu Aye.  >Aye. 

f  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Peiin Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina -Mr.  Bnrke Aye.  /Aye. 

(  Mr.  Siiarpe  Aye.  *) 

o      ,,   ,,       ,.  ^  Mr.  Laurens No.    )  r, 

boutu  Carolina {  ,.,     r^       ^  .         /O. 

I  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  5 

So  it  was  resolved  iu  tlie  nflfirmative. 

The  fourth  proposition  was  tlieii  read  : 

"That  the  faith  of  Congress  be  pledge«l  to  tlie  several  States  that 
witljoiit  I  heir  nnaniinons  consent  uo  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  fornied 
■withCireat  Britain  previous  to  such  stii)iilation." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  b}"  Mr.  McKean,  to 
amend  the  latter  part  so  as  to  read:  "No  treatj'  of  commerce  shall  be 
entered  into  or  any  trade  or  commerce  whatsoever  carried  on  with 
Great  Britain  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  ber  part  not  to  molest 
or  disturb  ihe  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  taking 
fish  oil  IIh^  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American 
seas  anywhere,  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the 
shores  of  the  territories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  if  a  nearer  distance  can  not  be  obtained  by  negotiation."* 


Lovell  to  A.  Lee.t 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia,  July  17,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  to  yon  on  the  13th  of  June,  but  to  my  surprise 
found  the  letter  in  the  commercial  committee  room  on  the  10th  of  July, 
the  Martinico  man  having  left  it  behind,  though  he  took  the  journals 
and  gazettes  to  be  forwarded  by  Mr.  Bingham  to  France  and  The 
Hague.  My  above-mentioned  letter  was  sent  under  cover  to  Mr. 
Adams  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Franklin,  it  seems.  Mr.  A.  will  have  left  France 
before  the  Polacre,  commanded  by  Captain  Sapet,  can  reach  it.  It  is  need- 
less to  copy  the  whole,  as  now  the  weeks  of  the  journals  are  printed  to 
which  I  there  referred  largely.     Some  parts,  however,  I  shall  now  re- 

*  For  subsequent  proceedings,  see  infra,  July  23,  1779. 
t  See  MSS.  Harvard  College. 
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peat :  Extract  June  13:  "  The  term  recalled  having  been  used  in  regard  to 
Wni.  Lee  and  llph.  Izard  with  an  idea,  strenuously  supported  by  some, 
of  bringing  them  to  America,  though  others  who  were  affirmative 
meant  only  vacating  the  commissions,  a  second  resolve  passed  that  they 
need  not  repair  to  America.  I  give  them  no  official,  now,  nor  shall  I 
without  the  particular  order  of  Congress,  because  I  am  again  left  alone. 

I  From  here  on  an  exact  copy  of  letter  June  13,  1779,  as  given 
above.] 

Letters  from  A.  Lee : 

Aug.  7,  11,  21,  27,  31. 
Sep.  9,  30. 

Oct.  19,  P.  S.  :Nov.  29. 
mv.  4,  i|,  20. 

I  will  now,  Sir,  add  a  few  remarks.  Your  Quotation  from  Whitlock 
I  have  read  in  the  Congress,  to  strengthen  what  I  hav^e  often  urged 
there.  Nothing  can  more  naturally  suggest  itself  to  a  Politician,  one 
would  think,  j^et  I  have  affirmed  Truth  when  I  told  you  that  theCom*'^'' 
was  said  to  be  now  an  useless  Institution. 

What  remark  am  I  to  now  make  upon  Some  of  j'^  Conduct  referable 
to  the  5th  Line  of  the  3d  page  of  this  Sheet?  I  will  not  trust  my  own 
Judgement,  but  I  susi)ect  your  most  Steady  friends  here  will  differ.  I 
presume  you  meant  to  take  their  Opionion,  as  you  could  not  at  Such  a 
distance  judge  of  all  Circumstances;  Else  why  cover  to  K.  U.  or  F.  L. "? 
At  i)resent  a  Veil  of  Secresy  is  on  the  Business,  as  well  as  on  that  couj- 
mitted  to  R.  H.  or  F.  L.  or  J.  L.  Your  Letter  defensoryhas  been  read. 
Y""  first  Letter  to  Shelburne  brought  that  Water  up  to  the  Eyes  of  some 
who  are  evidently  unfriendly  to  you,  which  is  the  Consequenceof  strong 
unexjjected  Admiration.  The  Letter  from  Jennings  and  your  Answer 
is  as  valuable  as  a  marble  Pillar  erected  to  the  honor  of  y^  Probity  and 
prophetic  Sound  Judgement.  Boux's  is  as  honorary  to  liim  as  a  Sensi- 
ble spirited  Gentleman  as  it  is  disgraceful  to  others.  All  the  other 
Vouchers  were  familiar  to  me.  I  have  been  so  engaged  &  so  unwell 
that  I  have  only  had  the  single  chance  of  listening  in  Congress;  but  I 
shall  renew  mj^  Pleasure  Soon. 

The  Report  respect"  Supporting  the  Ministers  was  again  recommitted 
this  day,  but  I  told  the  House  that  I  could  not  risque  Censure  by  not 
officially  informing  Mr.  W.  Lee  &  Mr.  Izard  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
8th  of  June.     How  easy  &  how  toUerably  decent  would  it  have  been  to 

have  recalled  their  Commissioners  for  the  Reasons  h *  down  in  the 

original  Report  of  the  Committee  of  13— vid  2d  head  Apr.  15th,  but  the 
4th  head  was  meant  to  accomplish  the  point  with  yon  ;  the  most  San- 
guine not  being  discouraged  at  the  Idea  of  killing  Docf  E-  second- 
arily, or  sacrificing  all  Character  in  themselves  of  Impartiality  upon 
the  Groundwork  on  which  they  meant  to  gibit  your  Fame. 

*  MSS.  toru. 
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But  I  have  said  all  my  Eyesigbt  will  allow  at  this  late  hour  of  the 
Night  aud  the  Bx[)iess  goes  off  at  Dawu. 
Y'^  affectionate  Friend, 

J.  L.* 


Lovell  to  William  Lee.t 

Philadelphia,  July  17, 1779. 
Sir  :  Coniniittee  of  Congress  tor  foreiga  affairs  are  ofticially  in- 
structed to  inform  you  that  on  the  8th  of  June  last  past  it  was  resolved 
to  recall  you  from  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  to  which  you  had 
been  appointed.  But  you  are  also  to  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense 
of  Congress  that  you  need  not  repair  to  America. 

You  may  see  the  proceedings  at  Itiigth    respecting  this  business  in 
their  journals,  printed  authoritatively  by  David  C.  Claypole,  and  being 
iu  the  hands  of  Dr.  Franklin  or  Mr.  Artliur  Lee  at  Paris. 
We  are  sir,  with  sincere  regards,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  of  Fore U/ a  Affairs. 


Lovell,  for  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Ralph  Izard. t 

Philadelphia,  July  17,  1779. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  March  4  was  read  in  Congress  three  days  ago, 
being  then  only  first  received  l)y  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 
We  shoukl  have  been  very  ha]>py  to  have  received  it  before  the  Stli  of 
Ju.;e,§  as  it  would  undoubtedly  have  founded  a  resolve  of  Congress 
more  agreeable  to  us  to  communicate  oCrtcially  than  that  to  which  we 
must  now  refer  you  in  their  journals,  piinted  authoritatively  by  David  C. 
Claypole,  and  which  are  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Franklin  or  Dr.  Arthur 
Lee  at  Paris. 

We  have  till  now  omitted  to  forward  to  you  that  resolve  for  your  re- 
call from  the  court  of  Tuscany,  as  we  daily  expected  a  settlement  of  a 


'  Indorsed  by  A.  Lee  :  "  ReC^  the  11th  of  8ep^  1779.     A.  L." 

See  Lovell  to  A.  Lee,  sujua.  iiuder  d;ite  of  June  13.  Lovell,  as  will  he  gathered 
from  the  above,  was  closely  attached  to  Sainiiel  Adams  and  the  Lees,  and  was  an 
active  luember  of  tiie  party  in  opposition  to  Washington,  as  well  as  Frauklin.  See 
Iiit.rodnction,  \^  11.     See,  further,  Lovell  to  A.  Lee,  Aug.  6,  1779. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  636. 

I  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;   1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  70.3,  with  verbal  changes. 

^  In  Congress,  June  8,  1779:  "According  to  rhe  order  of  the  day,  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign 
atfairs,  and  on  the  question,  shall  Mr.  Izard  be  recalled?  resolved  in  the  atJirmative. 

'■  A  motion  was  then  made,  tliat  Mr.  Izard  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress that  he  need  not  return  to  America ;  resolved  in  the  affirmative." 
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definite  recompense  for  your  services  to  these  United  States.     But  tbe 
mode  of  doiuj;-  business  in  such  an  assembly  as  Congress  will  not  war- 
rant our  detaining  until   such  settlement  some  important  papers  com- 
mitted to  us  to  be  sent  to  the  court  of  France. 
We  are,  with  siucere  regard,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  for  ForeUjn  Affairs, 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  supra,  July  17,  177'J.] 

July  22,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject  under  debate 
on  the  17tli,  and  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendmeiit  resolved  in 
the  aflirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith,  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  without  their  unanimous  consent." 

And  on  the  question  shall  those  words  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays 

being  requiied  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

,,       TT  I-  ^  Mr.  Wliipple ^y<^-^A^„ 

New  Hampshire J  Mr.  Peabody  A.ve.  r^"- 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay I  Mr.  Lovell A.u*.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Hoi  tou Aye.  ) 

,,,     ,    T  ,      1  S  Mr.  Marchaut Aye.  ?  .^„ 

Rhode  Maud J  Mr.  Colllus Aye.  S^^""' 

^  ..      ,  S  Mr.  Huutinirtou    Aye.  I  .^„ 

Connecticut >  ^I,.   Sj,,^,,r Aye.  S^^""' 

rMr.  Jay Aye.  i 

,,.       „     ,  Mr.  Duaue   Aye.  I   .,,^ 

New  York -^  Mr.  Morris Aye.  j  ^y*^" 

l.Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

,.        T  S  Mr.  Fell Aye.  /  .^^ 

New  Jersey J  j^j,,    pi^^„t,,„   A^e.  S^^^' 


M 


r.  Ariustronir Aye.  | 


„  ,        .  J  Mr.  Shit)pen Aye.  ^.^^ 

Peunsylvauia U^^   MuIiIcuIh  r- Aye.  i^^^- 

(^  Mr.  McLeue  Aye.  J 

„,  S  Mr.  Dickiusou No.     \  .^ 

^^^^^'^^^ )Mr.  McKeau Aye.  ^  •^• 

(  Mr,  Caruiichael No.  ) 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Henry   No.  ^No. 

^  Mr.  Forbes No.  S 

i  Mr.  Smith No.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  (iriHin ._No.  ',>No. 

(  Mr.  Fleminjj; .'No.  \ 

(  Mr.  Peun No.  ) 

North  Carolina <,  Mr.  Burke No.  :  No. 

(  Mr.  Sliarpe No.  *) 

„      ^,    ^       ,.  (  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  \  .    „ 

South  Caroliua J  j^j^.   ^^..^^^  ^,„^ ^^^^  Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 


JULY    22,   1779.  255 

A  motion  was  made  by  ^Ir.  Biuke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dickiusoo,  to 
ameud  tbe  proposition  by  adding: 

^^  Provided,  That  this  resolution  shall  not  impede  a  treaty  for  conclud- 
ing the  present  war." 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
ip.quired  by  Mr.  Burke, 

,,  ,.  ^  Mr.  VVliipple  No.     ^  ^^^ 

New  Hampshire J  Mr.  Peabody No.    P^" 

(  Mr.  Gerry No.    i 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell No      >  No. 

(  Mr.  Holtou No.    ) 

Ehode  Island Mr.  Collius No.  No. 

,.  ..      ,  {  Mr.  Huntington No.  ^  x^ 

Connecticut j  Mr.  Spencer No.  } '^«• 
r  Mr.  J  ay  No. 

„       ,.    ,  j  Mr.  Diiane No.  '_^ 

New  lork Mr.  Morris  No.  i '^''• 

I  Mr.  Lewis No.  i 

,,       .  ^  Mr.  Fell No.     I  ^^ 

New  Jersey ^  Mr.  Houston No.    ^^''• 

i  Mr.  Armstrong No.  "j 

„  ,  )  Mr.  Shipi)en No.    I^r 

Pennsylvania j^I,.   M„i,ienberg No.    f^**- 

1  Mr.  McLoue No.   J 

_^  ,  <  Mr.  Dickinson Ave.  (  , 

^e^i^'^^re ^  j^j,.   McKean No.    \  "* 

SMr,  Carniicliael Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Henry No.     S-  No. 
Mr.  Forbes No.    ) 

I  Mr.  Smith No.    ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Grititin No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  Fleming No.    ) 

SMr.  Penn Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Burl<e Aye.  /Aye. 
Mr.  Howes No.    > 

„     ^,    ,,       ,.  (  Mr.  Laurens No.    Kt„ 

South  Carolina J  j^j^,  o,.,^.toi, No.    i^"' 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smitb,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to 

add : 

^^ Provided,  This  resolution  shall  not  be  binding  on  any,  uidess  a 
majority  of  the  States  in  this  Union  shall  agree  to  make  peace  with 
Great  Britain  according  to  the  terms  of  tbe  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

„       „  ,.  <  Mr.  Whipple No.    )^ 

New  Hampshire j  j^j^.  i:,^^^o(\y No.    ^  ^''• 

Mr.  Gerry No. 

Massachusetts  Bay <'  Mr.  Lovell No.    >No. 


I  Mr.  Gerry -- 
I  Mr.  Lovell . 
(  Mr.  Holton 


No. 

„,     .    ,  ,      ,  ^  Mr.  Marchant No. 

Rhode  Island )  Mr.  Collins No. 

„  .      ^  <  Mr.  Huntington No. 

Connecticut j  j^^   Spencer No. 
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rMr.  Jay No.   ^ 

T,^        V    ,  I  Mr.  Diiiiue No.    I  vr^ 

Ne^  York ^  Mr.  Morris Aye.  f  ^^^ 

I  Mr.  Lewis No.    J 

,.        J  »»  Mr.  Foil No.    }^^ 

^«^^'J"-««-^  J  Mr.  Houston No.     (  ^^^ 

(  Mr.  Armstrong No.     * 

Peuusylvania s^  Mr   Miililtiiberg No.     >No. 

(  Mr  McLeue No.    S 

„  ,  S  Mr.  Dickiiisou Aye.  K. 

Delaware Mir.  McKean No.     S    ' 

i  Mr.  Carinicliael Aye.  ) 

Marylauil <  Mr.  Henry No.     >Ay( 


Mr.  ForbCiS Aye.  ) 

Mr.  Smith... Aye." 

Mr.  Grititiu Aye. 


^'J-J5^"''^ ]  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  f  ^y^- 

L  Mr.  Randolph  excused J 

I  Mr.  Penn... Aye.   i 

,,     ,,    ^,       ,  ;  Mr.  Burke Aye.   Ia^.„ 

North  Carol.ua j^j^.   ,j,.^^,,.^ ^^^    ^Aje. 

I  Mr.  Sbar|ie Aye.  J 

,.      .,    ,,       ,.  S  Mr.  Laurens No.    }-f-r 

South  Carolina ^  j^^,.   YJviiy ton No.    T'^- 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Forbes, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Peabody Aye.     Aye. 

SMr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Lovell Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Holton Aye.  ) 

Rhode  Isiaud Mr.  Marchant Aye.     Aye. 

r,  .■     ^  ^  Mr.  Huntiugton ^ye.  (  . 

Conuecticut J  Mr.  Spencei Aye.  P^*'" 

f  Mr.  .lay Aye.  i 

j  Mr.  Duane Aye.  I 

\  M  r.  Morris Aye.  ( 

l.Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

,  ^  Mr.  Fell Aye.  K^,„ 

New  Jersey ^  j^j^,   Houston Aye.  l  ^^  ^^ 

(  Mr.  Armstrong Aye. 

^  ,  J  Mr.  Shii)pen Aye. 

Pennsylvania <^  j^j^.   Muhlenberg Aye 

V  Mr.  McLeue Aye. 

Mr.  Dickinson No. 

Mr.  McKean Aye. 


T.,       ,,     ,  :  Mr.  Duane Aye.  I  . 

Newlork ^  m..  \f  „,...;.  x^n    f  ^ye. 


Delaware . 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  tiie  faith  of  Congress  be  pledged  to  the  several  States 
that  without  their  unanimous  consent  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be 
entered  into  nor  any  trade  or  commerce  wliatever  carried  on  with  Great 
Britain  without  an  explicit  stipuhation  on  her  part  not  to  molest  or  dis- 
turb the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  taking  fish  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American  seas  any- 
wliere,  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the  shores  of 
the  territories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the  war,  if 
a  nearer  distance  can  not  be  obtained  by  negotiation. 
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July  24,  1779. 
Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  tbe  subject  under  debate 
the  22d  ;  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Burke,  to  reconsider  the  first  proposition  passed  the  24th  of  June  last 
(see  p.  263),  to  the  end  that  the  description  of  the  fishery  therein  may 
be  altered  so  as  to  agree  with  the  description  in  the  fourth  proposition 
as  passed  on  the  22d  of  this  month.  On  the  question  "  Shall  the  first 
proposition  be  reconsidered?  "  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Drayton, 

HT        TT  1-  <  Mr.  \Vlii|)T>le No.     ?  >, 

New  Hampshire J  j^^^.   p^J^^^y No.    J  ^o. 

I  Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

Massachusetts  Bay <;  Mr.  Lovell  No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  Holtou No.    ) 

■r,,     1     T  1      1  <  Mr.  Marchaut No.    ?xt„ 

Rhode  Island j  Mr.  Collins No.    T''- 

^  .■      .  (  Mr.  HuniiuKton No.    K^ 

C«"°««t.cut jMr.  Spencei' No.    T"' 

rMr.  Jay No.  ^ 

T^r       V     1  J  Mr.  Dnaue No.    t  t^^^ 

N«^Y«'^'^ iMr.  Morris No.    p"- 

[Mr.  Lewis No.   J 

New  Jersey |  f^]:  Houst'Ju ■.-:■.".:".'..':" No!    l^'"' 

(  Mr.  Armstrong No.  i 

Peuusylvauia .' Mr.  Muhlenberg No.  J>No. 

(!  Mr.  McLene No.  S 

(.  Mr.  Dickinson (excused)  ^ 

Delaware ^  Mr.  Van  Dyke No.  /No. 

(  Mr.  McKean No.  > 

,,       ,      ,  ^  Mr.  Henry -A-y^^-^Avp 

^^'^^yl^"^^ J  Mr.  Forbes Aye.  ^^y*^' 

f  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ^ 

,,.     .    .  J  Mr.  Griffin  Aye.  I    . 

V^^g^^''-*  Ulr.  Fleming Aye.  f^^^- 

I  Mr.  Randolph Aye.  J 

i  Mr.  Burke Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina <  Mr.  Hewes Aye.  VAye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  > 

South  Carolina Mr.  Drayton Aye.     Aye. 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
«  That  it  be  resolved  that  the  next  preceding  resolution  is  to  be  so  un- 
derstood that  if  the  fisheries  therein  described  shall  be  effectually 
secured  to  these  States  by  Great  Britain,  though  not  by  the  express 
stipulation  therein  mentioned,  these  States  will  agree  to  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  that  kingdom  on  just  and  reasonable  terms." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  question  was 
moved  by  Mr.  McKean,  seconded  by  Mr.  McLene. 

And  on  the  question,  to  agree  to  the  previous  question,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

^,       „  ,.  ^  Mr.  Whipple Aye.  K 

New  Hampshire i  j^j^.  Peabody Aye.  S 

S  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  ^^y^, 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Holton Aye.  > 
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Mr.  Marchant Aye. 

Mr.  Collins Aye. 


J  Aye. 

>",„,.,  S  Mr.  Huntington   Aye.  )  . 

Connecticnt <  ,,     ^  a        /Aye. 

^  Mr.  Spencer Aye.  ^    ■' 

fMr.Jay Ayo."j 

New  York  ^  ^^^-  ^^^^^^ ^^>  p-  I  a  ve 

^^^^  ^""^^ -j  Mr.  Morris Ay^'.  f  ^y*'" 

[  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J 

Pennsvl  vanii,  )  ^^''-  Armstrong Aye.  /  . 

^6uusyl\ania ^  Mr.  McLene Aye.  ]^^^- 

!  Mr.  Dickinson No.    ^ 
Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  McKean Aye.  ) 

Maryland Jm'-^T^' S"'      No. 

■'  )Mr.  lorbes No.    S 

rMr.Smith No.    ^ 

^-«-- M:::Sr„g:-;:.-.;;;::No:  W 

[Mr.  Randolph No.  J 

SMr.  Penn No.  ) 

Mr.  Bnrke No.  >No. 

Mr,  Hewes No.  ) 

South  Carolina Mr.  Drayton No.       No. 

So  it  was  carried  iu  the  affirmative,  and  the  main  question  was  set 
aside.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  26,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  pleiiipoteutiary  of  Frauce  has  the  honor  to  lay 
before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  sequel  of  the 
proceedings  inserted  in  the  ]Hiblic  papers  against  M.  Holker,  consul  of 
the  king,  and  his  majesty's  general  navy  agent.  The  first  part  of  these 
same  proceedings  is  already  in  the  hands  of  this  august  assembly.  The 
minister  of  France  intended  merely  to  lay  the  facts  before  them,  and 
to  leave  to  their  wisdom  to  determine  the  measures  that  they  should 
judge  proper  for  i)utting  an  end  to  this  ofiense ;  but  the  late  unjust,  inju- 
rious, and  incompetent  proceedings  which  have  been  carried  on  against 
a  public  oiiicer  of  the  king  in  relation  to  the  exercise  of  his  functions, 
the  further  dangers  with  which  he  is  threatened,  the  indirect  conse- 
quences which  already  result  from  them  to  the  rei)resentative  of  his 
majesty  and  those  which  may  result  more  directly  from  the  sentiments 
and  principles  which  are  manifested,  do  not  permit  the  minister  any 
longer  to  observe  the  same  moderation. 

Congress  have  received  the  credentials  of  the  undersigned  minister 
iu  the  name  of  all  the  United  States.  They  have  accepted  and  in- 
vested with  their  authority  the  other  officers  of  his  majesty.     It  cou- 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  July  29,  1779. 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  619. 
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sequently  belougs  to  Congress  to  protect  them  against  the  attacks 
which  may  be  made  in  their  persons  ou  the  dignity  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  and  the  laws  common  to  all  nations  governed  by  the  laws 
of  police  relative  to  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions.  Congress  is 
too  enlightened  to  need  a  comment  upon  the  insulting  writings  which 
the  minister  lays  before  them.  He  merely  requests  them  to  take  into 
consideration  the  contents  of  the  letter  which  the  said  minister  has 
written  to  the  president  of  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  as 
well  as  that  which  the  consul  of  the  king  has  addressed  to  him.  Copies 
of  them  are  annexed.  He  is  persuaded  that  Congress  will  have  the  less 
hesitation  to  take  this  cause  in  hand,  as  facts  are  involved  in  it  relative 
to  the  secret  of  the  alliance  which  have  happened  in  the  sight  and 
with  the  consent  of  a  committee,  and  as  this  reason  alone  would  justify 
them  in  taking  an  exclusive  cognizance  of  it;  besides,  the  consul  of  the 
king  will  most  fully  approve,  if  Congress  think  it  necessary,  that  the 
orders  he  has  given  have  been  exactly  conformable  to  the  agreement 
made  with  the  committee  and  to  the  territorial  laws  of  the  State  in 
which  they  were  executed. 

Agreeably  to  these  considerations,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
France  has  the  honor  to  beg  and  formally  to  request  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America — 

First.  To  be  pleased  to  take  under  their  special  protection  the  consul 
of  the  king,  and,  if  circumstances  require  it,  his  majesty's  other  officers. 

Second.  To  cause  the  jiublic  notice  already  given  to  be  repeated, 
that  M.  Holker  has  been  accepted  by  this  august  body  and  recognized 
as  the  consul  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 

Third.  To  grant  to  this  public  officer,  or  to  procure  for  him,  justice 
and  satisfaction  for  the  attacks  publicly  made  on  his  honor  and  repu- 
tation. 

Fourth.  To  declare  that  the  consul  of  the  king  has  acted  conformably 
to  the  views  and  wishes  of  Congress  in  seeking  to  procure  provisions 
for  the  king's  squadron  by  the  waj^  of  trade ;  that  the  condition  of  these 
private  purchases  has  always  been,  that  the  articles  procured  should 
remain  at  the  free  disposal  of  Congress,  either  for  the  army  or  for  the 
benetit  of  the  public,  and  that  not  a  single  barrel  of  flour  should  be 
exported  without  their  consent  and  formal  authorization;  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this  ageement  the  undersigned  minister  has  transferred  to 
them  the  hundred  and  eighty-two  barrels  bought  at  Wilmington,  and 
that  this  quantity  of  provisions  has  from  this  time  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States. 

Finally,  the  undersigned  minister  requests  Congress  to  take  the 
effectual  measures  that  their  wisdom  shall  dictate  for  protecting  all 
the  officers  of  the  king,  his  master,  from  every  unjust,  injurious,  and 
arbitrary  proceeding,  and  for  securing  to  them  the  liberty  necessary  for 
the  exercise  of  their  functions,  without  seeing  the  dignity  of  his  majesty 
and  the  honor  of  his  officers  exposed  to  further  insults. 
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The  justice  of  Congress  and  their  regard  for  the  honor  of  a  monarch 
who  is  a  friend  and  ally  of  the  United  States  will  doubtless  prevent 
the  serious  discussions  and  the  misunderstanding  which  such  proceed- 
ings, if  they  are  not  promptly  and  authentically  made  amends  for,  would 
undoubtedly  occasion.  It  is  with  the  most  entire  confidence  that  the 
undersigned  minister  places  this  whole  affair  in  the  hands  of  Congress- 

Gerard. 


[Papers  referreu  to  in  the  foregoing  memorial.] 
No.  1. 
M.  Gerard  to  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  26,  1779. 

Sip.  :  M.  Holker,  navy  agent  and  consul  of  the  king,  my  master,  has  presented  to 
uie  his  defense  in  relation  to  the  suspicious  which  some  have  been  pleased  to  excite 
as  to  his  conduct  concerning  the  subsistence  of  the  French  fleet.  I  approve  and  con- 
firm all  the  contents  of  his  letter,  and  I  declare  that  he  has  acted  on  this  occasion  in 
his  capacity  of  a  public  man  and  an  officer  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  that  all 
the  orders  that  he  has  given  for  the  said  subsistence  have  been  given  under  my  direc- 
tion, and  with  the  consent  and  agreeably  to  the  desire  of  the  committee  of  the  general 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  hope  that  the  defense  of  the  consul  of  the  king  will  satisfy  your  excellency  and 
the  executive  council  of  this  province,  as  well  as  every  honest  and  unprejudiced  man. 
At  any  rate  M.  Holker,  and  all  the  other  consuls  and  officers  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty  scattered  throughout  America,  will  always  be  ready,  when  they  shall  be 
properly  requested,  to  answer  as  Xp  anything  that  shall  relate  to  the  law  of  the 
country.  It  is  the  serious  will  of  his  majesty  ;  his  representatives  are  ordered  to  see  to 
it,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  the  offers  of  M.  Holker  have  anticipated  your  wishes 
in  this  respect.  But,  sir,  in  paying  this  just  tribute  to  the  sovereignty  and  to  the 
territorial  law,  I  must  have  the  honor  of  observing  to  you  that  there  is  no  civilized 
nation  where  the  agents  and  public  servants  of  a  foreign  sovereign  do  not  enjoy  im- 
munities and  exemptions  which  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  these  nations  have  been 
regarded  as  indispensably  necessary  for  the  free  exercise  of  their  functions ;  even 
when  they  act  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  country,  care  is  taken  and  caution  used  in 
order  not  to  wound  the  dignity  of  their  constituents  and  not  lightly  to  injure  the 
public  character  of  their  officers.  If  they  have  acted  only  in  their  official  capacity, 
people  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  power  to  set  themselves  up  for  judges,  but  if 
there  are  evident  proofs,  they  are  transnutted  to  the  superior  officer,  if  there  is  one  in 
the  country,  and  it  may  be  to  the  sovereign  himself,  and  it  is  for  him  to  cause  satis- 
faction to  be  made  or  the  jnoper  jjunishments  to  be  inflicted. 

These  officers,  moreover,  can  not  be  subjected  to  any  inspection  or  inquisition  with 
regard  to  the  execution  of  their  public  functions,  except  to  that  of  their  own  sovereign 
and  his  representatives  ;  it  does  not  belong  to  any  one  whatsoever  to  assume  in  this 
respect  a  power  and  an  authority  which  would  become  an  attack  on  the  rights  of  the 
sovereign  of  another  country  and  an  injury  to  its  representatives.  This  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  laws  common  to  nations  governed  by  the  laws  of  police,  and  a  mani- 
fest infraction  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  mutual  and  necessary  communication 
between  friendly  nations  is  founded,  and  without  which  the  appointment  and  the 
residence  of  the  respective  public  officers  would  become  dangerous  and  impossible,  if 
in  any  country  whatever  these  principles  were  not  acknowledged,  or  if  any  person 
pretended,  without  the  consent  of  a  sovereign,  to  set  up  for  a  guardian  of  his  officers  and 
to  censure  and  condemn  their  conduct  in  his  name  or  under  the  pretext  of  his  interest. 
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If  this  usurped  power  extended  even  to  actions  the  scene  of  whicli  was  without  the 
territory  of  the  state  ;  if  it  were  allowable  to  take  the  property  of  a  sovereign  by  force 
from  the  place  of  deposit,  notwithstanding  the  protest  of  the  civil  magistrate  and  in 
a  foreign  state,  to  which  alone  it  would  belong  to  protest  against  the  violence  of  its 
laws;  in  fine  if,  after  assuming  the  pretext  of  taking  care  of  his  interests,  anyone 
should  dare  to  sentence  explicitly  or  by  implication  a  foreign  king  to  pay  a  penalty 
or  fines,  and  if  the  public  officers  were  represented  as  enemies  of  the  country  even  while 
they  were  employed  in  affairs  of  the  utmost  secrecy  and  of  the  greatest  importance 
for  this  very  country's  own  interest,  they  would  then  be  deprived  of  the  liberty  which 
every  citizen  and  every  other  stranger  enjoys,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  terrified 
citizeus  would  refuse  to  take  part  in  any  affair  relating  to  this  power  in  order  to 
preserve  their  reputation  and  tranquillity.  These  officers  would  then  be  prevented 
from  fulfilling  their  duties  to  their  master,  particularly  if  the  crime  of  falsehood  were 
publicly  imputed  to  them  while  their  title  and  quality  were  called  in  question,  al- 
though publicly  and  authentically  acknowledged  by  all  the  powers  of  the  country. 
Such  conduct  would  be  a  marked  insult,  and  this  situation,  very  near  to  a  state  of 
hostilities,  would  tend  to  destroy  all  confidence,  all  commerce,  and  all  correspondence 
between  the  two  friendly  and  allied  nations;  and  there  would  remain  only  one  course 
to  be  pursued  by  the  representatives  of  that  which  should  be  injured  and  which  could 
not  obtain  immediate  satisfaction ;  namely,  that  of  seeking  an  asylum  in  a  country 
where  the  respect  which  a  nation  owes  to  an  independent,  friendly,  and  allied  power, 
as  well  as  to  its  representatives,  is  known,  and  where,  by  conforming  to  the  territo- 
rial laws,  one  can  rely  upon  the  effectual  piolection  of  the  sovereign  against  every 
injurious,  violent,  and  arbitrary  proceeding. 

My  duty,  sir,  places  me  under  the  necessity  of  offering  these  remarks  to  your  excel- 
lency and  the  executive  council.  Having  no  direct  credentials  for  the  republic  of 
Pennsylvania,  I  can  not  demand  reparations  from  it  as  a  minister,  and  I  can  only 
address  myself  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  forasmuch  as  the  facts  in 
question  have  all  happened  under  its  sanction  and  by  its  authorization.  But  my  de- 
sire to  preserve  the  decency,  harmony,  and  good  understanding  which  ought  to  prevail 
between  two  allied  States  will  justify  me  in  earnestly  reciuesting  your  excellency  and 
the  execntive  council  to  take  immediately  into  consideration  the  preceding  observa- 
tions, and  without  delay  to  communicate  to  me  your  opinion  on  this  subject.  An 
explicit  and  positive  answer  is  indispensable  in  this  delicate  and  critical  juncture, 
in  order  that  I  may  take  the  measures  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  the  king,  my  mas- 
ter, as  well  as  to  the  tranquillity  and  to  the  honor  of  his  officers  of  all  ranks  and 
denominations,  and  at  all  events  to  enable  his  majesty  to  provide  himself  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  dignity.  Meanwhile  I  give  orders  to  suspend  every  proceeding 
susceptible  of  new  inconveniences,  and  every  operation  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
on  account  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  on  the  part  of  Ills  officers,  until  the  rules  to 
which  they  are  to  conform  shall  be  known  and  fixed,  aud  till  the  public  is  convinced 
that  the  citizens  do  not  expose  their  honor  and  their  traiiquillity  when  they  treat 
with  the  officers  of  the  king  and  when  they  conform  to  the  laws  of  their  States. 

Gerard. 


No.  2. 
Holker  to  Reed,  Presideut  of  Pennsylvania.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  24,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  forwarding  to  your  excellency  Mr.  Dnnlap's  publication 
of  this  day,  in  which  I  find,  with  some  degree  of  surprise,  a  paragraph  leveled  at  me 
and  my  official  transactions.     I  observe  that  notwithstanding  the  most  explicit  and 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  624. 
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repeated  offers  I  made  to  you  yesterday  morniug,  and  through  you  to  the  honorable 
supreme  executive  coimcil  of  this  State,  of  proving  that  I  had  not  in  any  shape  vio- 
lated or  infringed  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  tiiat  I  had  acted  in  perfect  conformity 
therewitli;  notwithstanding  I  solemnly  declared  that  the  tlonr  seized  was  honght 
and  destined  for  the  sole  use  of  his  majesty's  fleet ;  notwithstanding  the  many  and 
forcible  reasons  urged  to  your  excellency  to  convince  you  that  more  proper  and  more 
decent  measures  might  have  been  pursued,  and  that  the  steps  I  had  taken  to  supply 
his  majesty's  fleet  were  not  only  proper,  but  were  dictated  by  mere  necessity;  not- 
withstanding all  these  circumstances,  I  a-n  still  held  up  to  tbe  public  in  a  suspicious 
light,  and  as  if  I  were  answerable  or  accountable  for  the  private  and  personal  trans- 
actions of  Mr.  Rumford,  of  Wilmington,  transactions  totally  foreign  to  me  and  to  the 
instructions  or  orders  given  him  by  me. 

My  application  to  you,  sir,  in  this  respect  seems  to  have  been  so  far  ineffectual,  as 
also  your  jnst  and  pointed  representation  on  this  subject,  which  you  were  pleased  to 
communicate  to  me  by  your  letter  of  this  day.  I  am  sorry  to  remark,  that  though  I 
have  acted  in  concert  with  his  excellency,  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  that  Con- 
gress has  always  been  apprised  of  the  purchases  made  by  my  ordevs  ;  though  all  the 
provisions  purchased  and  delivered  into  the  hands  of  my  agents  have  been  at  all 
times  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  in  couseciuence  of  express  stipulations;  though  I 
have  given  with  pleasure  the  widest  room  for  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  all  suspi- 
cions, in  order  that  a  thorough  investigation  might  establish  public  tranquillity  and 
public  confidence,  which  I  had  the  greatest  reason  to  expect,  because  it  is  evident, 
even  by  the  publications,  that  not  a  single  suspicion  was  founded  on  solid  ground, 
but  merely  on  surmise  ;  still  his  majesty's  representative  in  this  commonwealth,  his 
agent  general  in  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  acknowledged  as  such  by  Con- 
gress, by  yourself,  and  the  board  at  which  you  preside,  specially  charged,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  procuring  the  necessary  supplies  for  his 
iliajesty's  squadron,  expressly  fitted  out  for  the  defense  of  these  Stptes  against  the 
common  enemy  and  for  the  protection  of  his  dominions  in  America,  acting  in  the 
strict  line  of  his  office  and  duty,  is  most  wantonly  traduced  to  the  public,  branded 
with  the  most  injurious  and  unfair  imputations  in  the  newspapers  publislied  in  this 
very  city,  where  these  facts  and  my  public  character  are  most  notorious,  under  your 
eyes,  with  your  knowledge,  and  in  contradiction  to  your  personal  advice  and  disap- 
probation. 

I  need  not  expatiate  on  the  evil  consequences  that  may  arise  from  such  illiberal 
aggressions.  I  need  not  claim  your  interposition.  But  the  reasons  I  gave  you  yes- 
terday becoming  every  instant  more  forcible  and  more  pressing,  it  is  necessary  that 
I  demand  the  most  inmiediate  exertions  of  government  on  this  occasion. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  I  sit  down  to  .appeal  in  this  solemn  manner  to  the 
executive  power  of  Pennsylvania  for  justice,  lest  my  request  may  be  construed  an 
opposition  to  the  respectable  motives  of  the  informers  on  my  conduct;  but  I  am 
accountable  to  my  royal  master  for  my  actions,  and  obliged  to  exact  that  respect  due 
to  his  representative  in  this  State,  and  to  support  the  dignity  of  the  character  with 
which  he  has  been  pleased  to  invest  me.  Therefore,  it  is  in  compliance  with  my  duty 
that  I  submit  these  facts  and  the  repeated  insults  I  meet  with  to  the  reflections  of 
your  excellency  and  council,  relying  fully  on  your  sense  of  propriety  and  on  your  ex- 
ertions on  this  occasion,  as  in  all  others  where  I  have  applied  for  redress.* 

I  remain,  with  respect,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HOLKER. 

*The  publications  relative  to  these  complaints  are  found  in  the  Penn.sylvauia  Packet 
of  Saturday,  July  24,  1779. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

fTrauslation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  26,  1779. 
Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received  the  reso- 
hitiou  of  Congress,  dated  the  lotli  of  this  month,  in  relation  to  the 
supplies  of  i)rovisions  destined  for  the  squadron  of  the  king.  He  re- 
quests Congress  to  accept  his  thanks  for  the  measures  which  have  been 
taken  to  effect  this  important  object.  He  is  onl^'  under  the  necessity 
of  representing  that  no  one  of  the  officers  of  the  king  can,  and  that  no 
American  citizen  will,  take  it  upon  himself  to  receive  and  take  care  of 
the  provisions  destined  for  this  purpose.  The  unjust  and  arbitrary 
proceedings  to  which  they  have  been  exposed  terrify  them,  and  the  un- 
dersigned is  obliged  to  request  Congress  to  leave  the  said  provisions  in 
their  own  magazines,  and  in  t)ie  hands  of  their  own  oflBcers,  till  the  time 
of  making  use  of  them  arrives.  This  request  has  more  particular  refer- 
ence to  the  flour  taken  from  Wilmington,  and  which  has  become  the 
direct  property  of  Congress  by  the  transfer  of  it  which  the  undersigned 
made  to  Congress  in  one  of  his  latest  memorials. 

Gerard. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  Julii  20,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received  with  grat- 
itude the  permission  which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  to  him  for  the  expedition  of  the  ship  Defence.  His 
court  will  be  verj-  sensible  of  the  regard  which  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  pay  to  the  situation  of  the  vessels  of  war  stationed  at  Cape 
Fran9ois. 

The  said  minister  takes  the  liberty  of  reminding  Congress  of  the  re- 
quest which  he  made  in  one  of  his  memorials,  dated  the  5th  of  this  month, 
relative  to  the  accusations  which  have  been  made  before  the  whole 
house  of  frauds  which  were  thought  to  have  been  practised  with  re- 
gard to  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Defence,  and  of  other  vessels  loaded  with 
provisions  for  the  French  squadron.  The  undersigned  has,  by  writing, 
on  the  17th  of  this  month,  urged  the  committee  intrusted  with  this 
verification  to  be  pleased  to  hasten  its  report,  and  he  takes  the  lil)erty 
of  addressing  the  same  request  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
itself.  Congress  is  also  referred  to  the  reflections  contained  in  his  said 
memorial  of  the  5th  instant. 

Gerard. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  618. 
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Gerard  to  the  President  of  CongresB.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  Juhj  28,  1779. 

Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  thinking  it  necessary 
to  lay  before  Congress  all  the  information  relative  to  the  affair  of  the 
flour  from  Wilmington,  has  the  honor  to  annex  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  the  president  of  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  has  writ- 
ten to  M.  nolker,  as  well  as  of  the  three  pieces  which  were  annexed  to 
this  letter,  and  of  which  this  council  has  informed  the  said  president 
that  he  retained  a  copy. 

The  undersigned  minister  must,  at  the  same  time,  have  the  honor  to 
represent  to  Congress  that  he  is  informe<l  that  there  will  be  a  new  meet- 
ing of  the  city  on  Monday  morning,  and  that  the  critical  state  of  affairs 
seems  to  require  that  it  should  be  seen  tit,  before  this  time,  to  take 
some  effectual  measures  conformable  to  the  petition  and  to  the  request 
which  he  has  had  the  honor  to  address  to  Congress;  otherwise  the 
undersigned  and  the  other  officers  of  the  king  would  have  no  protec- 
tion and  no  security  against  the  effects  of  the  unjust,  injurious,  and 
violent  princijiles  and  proceedings  of  which  the  said  minister  has  com- 
plained ;  and  he  would  be  compelled  to  leave  Philadelphia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, in  order  to  seek  an  asylum  in  another  State,  where  liberty 
and  protection  could  l)e  secured  to  him  till  he  could  receive  the  orders 
of  the  king,  his  master. 

Gerard. 

[Co])ie8  of  the  papers  enclosed  in  the  above  letter.] 

No.  1. 

Joseph  Ri'cd  io  M.  Holler. 

PlIII-AOELPHIA,  Jtili/  24,  1779. 
Sir:  After  the  visit  you  favored  me  with  yesterdaj',  and  in  consideration  of  the 
point  on  which  we  conversed.  I  wrote  the  letter  enclosed,  and  ahont  0  o'clock  the 
answer,  also  inclosed,  was  delivered  me.  J  informed  the  gentlen)en,  two  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  I  had  seen  you  that  morning;  that  yon  conceived  yourself  ahle  tore- 
move  the  imputations  conveyed  in  their  representations;  and  had  requested  the  coun- 
cil to  point  ont  the  parts  of  your  conduct  on  which  douhts  nnght  arise.  The  gentle- 
men jironiised  me  they  would  inform  the  other  gentlemen  of  what  I  had  represented, 
and  also  that  I  still  thought  there  would  lie  an  impropriety  in  making  the  publication 
in  the  present  circumstances.  I  ohservc  this  nu)rning  that  the  gentlemen  have  heen 
of  a  diii'ereut  opini(m,  doubtless  deeming  themselves  under  a  public  obligation  to 
communicate  the  transaction  to  the  world  without  delay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Joseph  Reep. 

P.  S. — Not  h.aving  any  copies  of  the  enclosed,  I  must  beg  you  to  return  them  after 
perusal. 

*o  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  626. 
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No.  2. 
Ix  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  23,  1779, 

A  paper,  dated  in  committee,  and  signed  William  Henry,  chairman,  in  answer  to 
the  reference  made  by  this  board  on  the  14th  instant,  having  been  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  do  write  to  the  said  Mr.  Henry,  to  inform  him  that  the 
papers  allnded  to  in  said  answer  did  not  accompany  it,  and  to  desire  that  they  may 
be  forwarded  as  soon  as  convenient. 

The  president  liaving  informed  this  board  that  M.  Holker  had  conferred  with  him 
on  the  above  representation,  and  showed  a  copy  thereof  received  by  him  (M.  Holker) 
from  the  committee,  audreqnested  that  this  board  would  point  out  such  parts  thereof 
as  may  appear  to  convey  any  imputations  upon  him  or  distrust  of  his  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  duty  as  a  public  officer, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  paper  be  further  considered  to-morrow,  that  a  proper  answer 
may  be  given  to  the  said  request. 

Extract  from  the  minutes.  James  Trimble, 

For  T.  Matlack,  Secretary. 

No.  3. 
Joseph  Heed  to  WlUiam  Henry,  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Walnut  Street,  July  23,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  this  morning  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  affairs  of  M.  Holker, 
which  by  particular  accident  I  was  prevented  from  laying  before  the  council  this 
morning,  I  observe  it  is  proposed  to  publish  it,  but  I  presume  this  does  not  mean 
an  immediate  })nblicatiou,  as  there  will  be  an  indelicacy  and  violation  of  usual  forms 
to  do  this  until  a  return  has  been  officially  made  thereupon  by  us  to  Congress,  through 
whom  the  matter  came  to  »is.  In  all  cases  of  petitions  or  other  papers  to  be  presented 
to  any  public  body  I  take  it  to  be  a  standing  rule  that  the  matter  shall  be  first  com- 
municated to  them  before  it  is  published  to  the  Avorld.  As  I  observe  you  have  sent 
a  copy  to  Mr.  Holker,  I  presume  it  is  intended  thereby  to  give  liim  an  opportunity  to 
explain,  deny,  or  admit  such  a  part  of  it  as  he  may  think  proper  to  do.  A  publica- 
tion will  in  some  measure  debar  him  from  this,  whereas  at  a  future  day,  if  the  publica- 
tion is  still  thought  necessary,  the  whole  maybe  given  together:  at  all  events,  it 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  council  to  make  some  report  to  Congress,  in  which  this  nar- 
ration will  appear.  As  to  the  Hour  itself,  iierhaps  there  may  be  no  inconvenience  in 
letting  it  remain  a  few  days  in  its  present  condition.  My  earnest  wish  is  that  this 
business  may  be  conducted  without  fear,  favor,  or  partiality  to  the  real  interests  of 
the  community,  all  first  suspicions  converted  into  solid  proof,  and  those  of  a  contrary 
kind  effectually  banished. 

The  good  sense  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom  I  address  myself  will,  I  am  persuaded, 
make  the  necessary  and  present  distinction  between  persons  acting  in  a  public  capac- 
ity and  character,  especially  of  another  nation,  and  our  own  citizens,  who  are  to 
stand  or  fall  by  their  own  laws  and  the  estimation  of  their  countrymen. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  etc., 

Joseph  Reed. 


No.  4. 
William  Henry  to  Joseph  Meed. 

Com:mittee  Room,  Friday  Afternoon,  5  O'clocl:. 
Sir:  We  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  this  morning,  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  in 
answer  thereto,  that  Mr.  Morris  having  already  published  an  account  of  the  flour, 
both  in  behalf  of  himself  and  M.  Holker,  as  may  be  judged  by  his  publishing  M. 
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Holker's  letters,  and  that  publication  being  prior  to  any  report  from  the  council  to 
Congress,  we  conceive  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  our  now  taking  the  matter 
publicly  up.  Besides  which,  we  apprehend  ourselves  laid  under  an  immediate  neces- 
sity to  give  satisfaction  to  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  subject,  and  to  publish  our  pro- 
ceedings for  the  previous  consideration  of  the  meeting  on  Monday. 

M.  Holker.  we  conceive,  ought,  in  justice  to  himself,  to  Ijave  appealed  to  the  coun- 
cil agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  he  has  not  done.  We  have  de- 
ferred tbe  matter  to  the  last  moment,  and  can  not  now,  witliout  exposing  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  committee,  defer  it  longer. 

Your  excellency  is  sensible  that  nothing  but  the  most  pressing  necessity  could  in- 
duce us  to  dep.art  from  the  advice  you  are  pleased  to  give,  and  we  request  you  to 
accept  tbe  reasons  we  have  assigned  as  an  apology  for  so  doing. 

By  order  of  tbe  committee. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Henrv, 

Chairman. 


All  tbe  above  memorials,  letter.s,  and  papers,  received  from  the 
minister  this  day,  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  namely,  Mr. 
Huntington,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Smitb,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  McKean,  who 
were  instructed  to  confer  with  the  president  and  the  supreme  executive 
council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  with  the  minister  and  consul 
of  France,  and  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of  facts,  together  with 
their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  for  Congress  to  adopt  thereupon. 


Holker  to  Gerard.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  Jnly  29,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  several  annexed  certificates, 
which  have  been  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Rumford  of  Wilmington.  As  these 
papers  have  a  direct  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Rumford  and  to  the 
seizure  made  of  the  flour  bought  by  him  for  the  king's  squadron,  and 
as  they  may  give  room  for  fuller  information  as  well  with  regard  to  my 
transactions  as  to  that  of  this  commissary  or  of  every  one  else  in  rela- 
tion to  the  said  flour  seized,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  request  you  to  trans- 
mit them  as  soon  as  possible  to  Congress,  informing  that  body  that  I 
have  sent  duplicates  of  them  to  the  council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. I  hope  that  there  will  be  found  in  them  proofs  of  the  desire 
which  has  always  animated  me  to  conform  in  everything  to  the  resolu- 
tions or  recommendations  of  Congress,  as  M'ell  as  to  dispel  all  the 
doubts  or  suspicions  which  insinuations,  assertions,  or  publications 
could  have  shed  upon  me.  I  dare  even  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  at 
last  receive  the  satisfactory  testimonial  to  which  my  conduct,  my  trans- 

*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr  ,  630. 
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actions,  public  or  private,  in  everything  that  can  concern  the  United 
States  of  America,  seem  to  entitle  me  on  the  part  of  Congress. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfnllj-,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

HOLKER. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceediugs,  see  supra,  July  24,  1779.] 

July  29,  1779. 
The  fifth  jjropositiou  (see  p.  255)  being  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 
Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Huntington, 
Resolved,  That  if  after  a  treaty  of  peace  with   Great  Britain,  she 
shall  molest  the  citizens  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  United  States  in 
taking  fish  on  the  banks  and  places  described  in  the  resolution  passed 
the  22d  day  of  July  instant,  such  molestation  (being  in  the  opinion  of 
Congress  a  direct  violation  and  breach  of  the  peace)  shall  be  a  common 
cause  of  the  said  States,  and  the  force  of  the  Union  be  exerted  to  ob- 
tain redress  for  the  parties  injured. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Smith, 

„       TT  1-  (Mr.  Whipple Aye.  ?.„„ 

New  Hampshire j  ^^,.  peaUody Aye.  \  ^y^' 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  >Aye. 


Mr.  Holton Aye. 

Mr.  Marchau t Aye.  } 


Mr.  Collins Aye. 


Rhode  Island <  Af..' r'^ii;...        ni.    i^^^- 

Connecticut 


S  Mr.  Huutiufftou Aye.  ^  a,., 

ye.  i    ^ 


\  Mr.  Spencer Aye, 

Mr.  Jay 
New  York I  Mr.  Duane Aye.  }  Aye. 


•Aye.) 
Ave.  >Avi 
AVc.  S 


New  Jersey - 


Mr.  Lewis 

(  Mr.  Fell Aye.  }  ^ 

I  Mr.  Houston Aye.  S'  ^   ' 


[Mr.  Armstrong Aye."^ 

„  ,        .  I  Mr.  Searle Aye.  I   . 

Peuusylvauia Ulr.  Muhleuberg Aye.(^^^- 

t  Mr.  McLeue Aye. , 

SMr.  Dickinson Aye. 
Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye. 
Mr.  McKeau Aye. 

SMr.  Carmichnel No.     ) 
Mr.  Heury  No.     >No. 
Mr.  Forbes No.     ) 

i  Mr.  Smith No.     ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Fleming No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  Randolph No.    ) 


i.  >Aye. 

5-    ) 


*  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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(  Mr.  Penn No.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Harriet No.  | 

North  Carolina ■{  Mr.  Biirke No.  >No. 

I  Mr.  Hewes No.  | 

I,  Mr.  Sbarpe No.  J 

(  Mr.  Laurens No.  ) 

South  Carolina {  Mr.  Mathews No.  >No 

(  Mr.  Drayton No.  ) 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.* 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  30,  1779. 
Sir  :  Mr.  Euraford  has  sent  to  tbe  cousnl  of  the  king  some  new  doc- 
uments, which  throw  great  light  on  the  atiair  of  the  flour  from  Wil- 
mington. I  have  the  honor  to  forward  them  to  you,  in  the  hope  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  them  before  Congress,  as  well  as  the  letter  of 
M.  Holker  which  accompanies  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  hum- 
ble and  obedient  servant, 

Gerard. 


In  Congress,  July  30,  1779. 

The  above  papers  were  referred  to  the  committee  of  five  before  men- 
tioned, who  on  the  2d  of  August  delivered  in  a  report,  whereupon  Con- 
gress came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

Reaolved,  That  the  minister  of  France  be  assured  that  Congress  will 
at  all  times  afford  every  countenance  and  protection  to  the  consuls  and 
other  servants  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  with  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities to  them  delegated  by  their  constituents. 

That  the  several  appointments  of  consuls  made,  and  which  may  here- 
after be  made  and  approved  by  Congress,  be  duly  registered  in  the 
secretary's  office,  and  properly  notified  by  the  President  to  the  execu- 
tive authorities  of  the  respective  States  in  whose  ports  such  consuls 
may  reside. 

That  the  measures  taken  by  M.  Holker  to  procure  flour  for  the  fleet 
of  his  Christian  majesty  in  the  way  of  commerce  have  from  time  to 
time  been  made  known  unto  and  been  fully  approved  by  Congress ; 
that  the  several  proceedings  and  i)ublications  complained  of  by  the 
minister  on  thatsul)ject  are  very  injurious  to  the  servants  of  his  said 
majesty,  and  that  Congress  do  highly  disapprove  of  the  same. 

That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania 
be  informed  that  any  prosecutions  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  direct 


*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  July  31, 1779. 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  G30. 
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for  sucb  matters  and  thiugs  in  the  said  publications  or  transactions  as 
may  be  against  the  laws  of  nations  shall  be  carried  on  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States. 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  president  and  su- 
preme executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  have  taken  proper  measures  to 
restore  the  flour  taken  from  the  agents  of  M.  Holker. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly  as 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  iirior  proceedings,  see  supra,  July  ^9,  1779.] 

July  31, 1779. 
The  subject  being  again  resumed  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Marchaut,  to  take  into  consideration  the  third  proposi- 
tion (see  page  254),  which  was  posti)oned  on  the  17tli  instant  (see  page 
279) ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hninnshire  '^  ^'■-  Whipple Aye.  }  , 

Wew  llampsinre ^  ^^^   Peabody Aye.  p^*"' 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

MasHacluisetts  Bay •?  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  /Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holtoa Aye.  ) 

Rhode  Island  ^  ^^''-  Merchant Aye.  )  . 

Kiiode  leiaiic ^^  ^^^.  (^.yjjjyg ^ye    ^  Aye. 

^  i  ■-  <  Mr.  Huiitinjrtou No.    ^  i.  t 

Coauecticut ^  ^^^  Speucer No.    T"' 

f  Mr.  Jay No.    \ 

-.r       V    1  I  Mr.  Duaiie No.    I  », 

^^'^  York <^  j^j^   j^j^^^j^ ^^     \No. 

l^ Mr.  Lewis No.    J 

N«"^"^«^««y l£:Hoistou::::;:::;:::No:  !'^«- 

f  Mr.  Arinstroug Aye.  ^ 

I  Mr.  Sbippen Aye.  \ 

Peunsylvauia ^  Mr.  Searle No.    ^Aye. 

I  Mr.  Muhleuberg No. 

(  Mr.  McLeue Aye 

(  Mr.  Dickinson No. 

Delaware   <  Mr.  Van  Dyke No. 

(  Mr.  McKeau No. 


VNo. 


Carmichael No.     ) 

Maryland {  Mr.  Henry No.     >No. 


I  Mr. 

I  Mr. 
(  Mr. 


Forbes No. 


I  Mr.  Smith No.    ^ 

Virginia /  Mr.  Fleming No.     ^No. 


■;  Mr.  Heming iNo.     ^J 

(  Mr.  Randolph No.    S 


f  Mr.  Penu No.    ^ 

IMr.Harnet No. 

North  Carolina ■{  Mr.  Burke No.    J  No, 

I  Mr.  Hewes No.     | 

IMt.  Sharpe No.    J 

(  Mr.  Laurens Aye. 

South  Carolina <  Mr.  Mathews No.     J>No. 

(  Mr.  Drayton No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative 
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Rhode  Islaud. 
Connecticut... 

New  York 

New  Jersey . . . 

Pennsylvania. 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virtrinia 


Congress  then  proceeded  to  tbe  cousideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  letters  from  W.  Lee  aud  the  communications  of  the 
minister  of  France;  and  the  preliminary  article  being  read  (see  [>. 
185),  viz  :  "  That  previous  to  any  treaty  or  negotiation  for  peace,  the 
liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  these  United  States,  as  well 
in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce,  be  acknowledged  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duane,  after  the 
word  "acknowledged"  to  insert  the  words  "or  tacitly  assured."  And 
on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being- 
required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Whipple No.      No. 

Mr.  Gerry No. 

Massachusetts  Bay <(  Mr.  Lovell No.    >No. 

Mr.  Holton Aye. 

Mr.  Marchant No. 

Mr.  Collins No. 

<  Mr.  Huntington No. 

I  Mr.  Spencer No. 

r  Mr.  Jay Aye. 

J  Mr.  Duane Aye. 

■^  Mr.  Morris No. 

t  Mr.  Lewis Aye. 

^  Mr.  Fell Aye. 

I  Mr.  Houston No. 

f  Mr.  Armstrong No. 

J  Mr.  Searle No. 

i  Mr.  Muhlenberg No. 

LMr.  McLeue No. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke No. 

Mr.  McKean No. 

S  Mr.  Carmichael Aye. 

l  Mr.  Forbes Aye. 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye.  f 

■.  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ,^Aye. 

(  Mr.  Randolph Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ~1 

I  Mr.  Harnet Aye.  | 

North  Carolina ^  Mr.  Burke Aye.  J  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Hewes Aye.  | 

LMr.  Sharpe No.  J 

C  Mr.  Laurens No. 

South  Carolina <  Mr.  Mathews  .... 


No. 

I  No. 


Aye. 

|o. 

>No. 

JNo. 
>Aye. 


(  Mr.  Dr»iyton Aye 


; 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative.* 


J.  Reed,  President  of  Pennsylvania,  to  Gerard.! 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  31, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  now  the  honor  of  addressing  you  in  answer  to  the  repre- 
sentation you  were  pleased  to  make  to  this  board  on  the  24th  instant. 
When  to  every  principle  of  public  affection,  policy,  aud  justice  there 

*For  further  proceedings,  see  «i/ra,  Aug.  3,  1779. 
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is  added  our  exj)erieuce  of  yonr  personal  friendship  to  America  and 
your  attachment  and  engaging  deportment  to  tlie  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania of  every  rank,  all  professions  on  our  part  to  make  your  residence 
in  the  State  happy,  easy,  and  honorable  must  be  unnecessary.  It  is 
not  easy,  therefore,  for  us  to  find  language  to  express  our  concern  at 
any  transaction  which  may  disturb  your  repose  and  interrupt  the  ex- 
ercise of  those  functions  discharged  with  so  much  honor  to  yourself  and 
satisfaction  to  those  who  are  called  to  take  any  part  in  public  af- 
fairs. 

In  some  communications  which  the  honorable  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  make  to  us  we  also  see  with  great  concern  that  apprehen- 
sions are  expressed,  the  reality  of  which  we  should  deplore  as  an  evil 
of  the  first  magnitude.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia and  of  Pennsylvania,  can  not  entertain  sentiments  so  unworthy ; 
but  if  there  are  any  so  lost  to  every  sense  of  propriety,  decency,  and 
order,  the  authority  of  the  State  has  power  equal  to  its  inclination  to 
check  and  sui:>press  so  licentious  and  wicked  a  procedure. 

We  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  dismiss  every  idea  so  painful  and  so 
dishonorable  to  us  as  that  of  personal  insult,  and  repose  confidence  in 
us  when  we  confirm  to  you  our  assurances  of  the  affection,  respect,  and 
esteem  of  our  constituents.  And  if  there  are  any  persons  who  presume 
to  insinuate  dangers  of  outrages,  as  suggested  in  your  representations, 
we  most  earnestly  request  you  to  consider  them  either  as  ignorant  of 
the  real  sentiments  of  those  of  whom  they  speak,  or  as  acting  from  less 
honorable  motives. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  acquainting  you  that,  upon  the  requisition  of 
this  board,  the  flour  in  question,  and  which  has  given  rise  to  this  un- 
happy discussion,  is  delivered  up  to  this  board,  and  that  it  is  ready  to 
be  put  into  the  disi)osal  of  M.  Holker,  or  any  person  he  may  direct, 
for  the  purposes  of  its  original  destination,  without  any  condition  or 
restriction;  a  measure  which  we  hope,  both  as  to  you  and  himself,  will 
be  considered  as  a  relinquishment  of  those  terms  which  form  a  ground 
of  your  complaint.  Our  desire  to  make  the  most  earl^'  and  exjilicit 
avowal  of  our  sentiments  and  intentions  has  induced  us  to  make  this 
communication,  at  the  same  time,  all  other  business  being  laid  aside, 
W'C  are  considering  the  papers  which  touch  the  character  of  M.  Holker, 
upon  which  we  shall,  without  delay,  address  ourselves  to  the  honorable 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  through  whom  those  communications 
have  been  made  to  us,  and  we  trust  it  will  fully  appear  that  a  vener- 
ation for  the  prince,  whose  servant  he  is,  respect  to  your  interposition, 
justice  to  him,  and  a  due  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  this  State, 
have  influenced  our  determination. 

We  observe  all  the  papers  respecting  this  transaction  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  you,  excepting  a  resolution  of  this  board  passed  on  the  14th 
instant,  which  probably  by  some  accident  has  been  omitted.    I  have 
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uow  the  honor  of  euclosiug  it,  that  every  proceeding  may  be  fully  be- 
fore you. 

Signed  in  and  by  order  of  council. 

Joseph  Reed, 

President. 


In  Congress. — On  the  4th  of  August,  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  the  minister  relative  to  the  ship  Mary  and 
EUzabeWs  cargo,  delivered  in  a  report ;  whereupon, 

Besolved,  That  Congress  do  not  entertain  any  suspicion  that  M. 
Holker,  agent  of  the  marine  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  had  any 
participation  in,  or  knowledge  of,  the  shipping  of  provisions  on  private 
account  on  board  vessels  dispatched  in  the  name  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty. 

liesolved,  That  frauds  by  masters  and  shippers  are  offenses  against 
the  municipal  laws,  and  are  to  be  investigated  by  tlie  magistrates  of 
the  States  respectively. 


Congress — Proceedings  as  to  Protection  due  French  Consuls.* 

August  2,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr. 
Smith,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  McKean,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial 
of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  of  the  2Gth  July,  with  sundry 
papers  relating  thereto,  and  who  were  authorized  to  confer  with  the 
president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  the  minister 
and  consul  of  France,  and  directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of 
facts,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  for  Congress 
to  adopt,  thereupon  report : 

That  they  have  considered  the  several  papers  referred  to  them,  and, 
agreeably  to  the  authority  given,  had  held  a  conference  thereon  with 
the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France.  That  it  would  consume  much  time 
to  prepare  and  report  a  full  state  of  facts,  and  procrastinate  the  deter- 
minations of  Congress,  which  the  exigency  of  affairs  will  not  properly 
admit  of;  they  therefore  pray  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  confine 
themselves  to  those  things  only  which  are  of  more  immediate  imi)or- 
tance,  and  they  report : 

1.  That  they  are  fully  convinced  the  charges  made  against  the  consul 
of  France  in  the  Pennsylvania  Packet  of  the  24th  July,  1779,  are  un- 
just and  ill-grounded. 

2.  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania 
have  already  taken  measures  to  obtain  and  restore  the  Hour  taken 
from  the  said  consul  and  mentioned  in  the  said  publication. 
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3.  That  the  s?id  president  aud  council  have  assured  the  committee 
of  their  solicitude  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  redress  the  mat- 
ters contained  in  the  said  memorial. 

4.  That  the  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  violence  and  insults 
complained  of  are  not  known  to  the  law  and  constitution  of  Pennsyl- 
vania as  having  any  legal  authority. 

5.  That  by  the  said  laws  are  punishable  as  well  vioknce  and  insults 
against  the  laws  of  nations  as  those  against  the  laws  of  property  and 
personal  freedom. 

G.  That  individuals  in  the  several  States  may  be  led  to  question  not 
only  the  authority  but  even  the  office  of  foreign  consuls  from  the  defect 
of  a  due  notification  thereof  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  said  States 
respectively;  and 

7.  That  it  ai)pears  proper  to  give  to  the  minister  of  France  full  and 
explicit  assurances  of  protection  for  the  servants  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty ; 

Whereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  of  France  be  assured  that  Congress  will 
at  all  times  afford  every  countenance  and  [)rotection  to  the  consuls  and 
other  servants  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  within  the  powers  and 
authorities  to  them  delegated  by  their  constituents. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  api)ointments  of  consuls  made,  and  which 
may  hereafter  be  made  and  approved  by  Congress,  be  duly  registered 
in  the  secretary's  oflice,  and  properly  notified  by  the  Tresident  to  the 
executive  authorities  of  the  respective  States  in  whose  ports  such  con- 
suls  may  reside. 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  taken  by  M.  Holker  to  procure  flour  for 
the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  in  the  way  of  commerce  have 
from  time  to  time  been  made  known  unto  and  been  fully  approved  by 
Congrei;'S,  that  the  several  proceedings  and  publications  complained  of 
by  the  minister  on  that  subject  are  very  injurious  to  the  servants  of  his 
said  majesty,  and  that  Congress  strongly  disapprove  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  presideut  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Penn- 
sylvania be  informed  that  any  prosecution  which  it  may  be  expedient 
to  direct  for  such  matters  and  things  in  the  said  publications  or  trans- 
actions as  may  be  against  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried  on  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  president 
and  sui)reme  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  have  taken  proper 
measures  to  restore  the  flour  taken  from  the  agents  of  M.  Holker. 

WB. — VOL   111 18 


274  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Congress — Proceedings  as   to   the  Conditions  of   Pacification,     and   particu- 
larly as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries." 

[For  jirior  proceedings,  see  supra,  Feb.  2:3,  27,  Mar.  17,  1779.] 

August  3,  1779. 

Cougress  resumed  tlie  cousideration  of  the  prelimiuary  article;  and 
on  motiou  of  Mr.  Bnrke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Duaue, 

Resolved,  That  the  word  "  ackuowledyed  "  be  expunged  and  that  in 
lieu  thereof  the  word  "  assured"  be  inserted ;  and  that  after  the  words 
"  Great  Britain  "  be  inserted  the  words  "  agreeable  to  the  eighth  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
these  United  States." 

And  on  the  question, 

Resolved.,  N.  D.  C,  That  previous  to  any  treaty  or  negotiation  for 
peace,  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  al)Solute  and  un- 
limited, of  these  United  fetates,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of 
commerce,  shall  be  assured  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  agreeable  to 
the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  autl  these 
United  States. 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  or  ministers  of  these  United  States  assist 
at  and  contract  and  stipulate  in  such  negotiation  for  peace  as  may  be 
set  on  foot  under  the  mediation  of  his  Catholic  niiijesty  or  otherwise. 

August  4, 1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  i)repare  instruc 
tious  for  the  minister  i)lenipotentiary  of  tlie  United  States  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  members:  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Huntington,  Mr.  Dickin- 
son, and  Mr.  McKean. 

August  5,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rei)ort  of  the  committee 
on  the  letters  from  Mr.  Lee  and  communications  of  the  minister  of 
France;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKeau,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  relates  to  the  obtaining 
a  subsidy  from  Spain  (see  page  188)  be  postponed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  McKeau,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

"  That  if,  contrary  to  the  humane  wishes  of  the  United  States,  Great 
Britain  should  obstinately  persist  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present 
unjust  war,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  be  in- 
structed and  empowered  to  consult  on,  prepare,  and  conclude  with  the 
ministers  of  his  most  Christian  and  of  his  Catholic  majesty  a  treaty  or 
treaties  offensive  and  defensive,  in  which  offensive  treaty  nevertheless 
he  shall  insert  on  the  part  of  these  States  a  jjroper  article  or  articles 
for  obtaining  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  the  Islands  of  Bermuda,  and  an 
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equal  share  in  and  full  ackuowledgment  of  the  equal  couimou  right  of 
these  States  to  tbe  fisheries," 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  after 
the  word  "  Bermuda"  to  insert  "the  Floridas." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  uays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Mathews, 

^-  "-1-^- \  Mr:?Sz!;-::::::::::;i^:;  J  Aye. 

Massachusetts  Bay j  Sr!  Hoitt-:::::::::::::!?:::  S^y- 

«^«^«i«^-^ \^.c:^:lv"::"::^-\o. 

Conuecticut )  ^f"^-  Huutiugton    No. 

)  Mr.  Spencer No.    5 

N-^"* 1  lu.  L:r.:;;-.::::;;;-.:S.;.  \o- 

•*-  J«-y 1  M',:;Srn;;:::;;:;;:ij::  \^y'- 

(  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  ^ 

i-™"'^'-- { £  sei'rt::::::::::::;:!^::  i^y- 

[  Mr.  McLene Aye.  J 

T-«„i.,™  „  S  Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye.  }  . 

Delaware <  ..,     n,  ,^    ■'  ,'        Ave. 

)  Mr.  Mckean Aye.  ^    •' 

'«-^>-"  — S  £SZ':';:'!.':::;:;::;n::  S^o. 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia ■?  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Kaudolph Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Peuu Aye.  "j 

North  Carolina !  m"  1^7**^ t^*"'  Uye. 

\  Mr.  Burke Aye.  (     •' 

tMr.  Hewes Aye.  J 

SMr.  Laurens Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Mathews Aye.  > Aye. 
Mr.  Drayton Aye.  5 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  insert 
after  "  Floridas"  the  words  "  the  Iree  uavigation  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.Whipple No.       No. 

T-T  u       it  ^  Mr.  Lovell Ave.  ^  . 

Massachusetts \  ,,     „  ,,  ."^       /Aye. 

^  Mr.  Holton Aye.  S 

T>,     ,    T  1      ,  S  Mr.  Marchant Aye.  )  r. 

Rhodelsland J  Mr.  Collins No.    T" 

Connecticut Mr.  Huntington Aye.  K 

^  Mr.  Spencer No.    ^ 

XT        V     1  S  Mr.  Morris No.   ?t^^ 

New  York <  ,,     y  xt«     >No. 

)  Mr.  Lewis No.    ^ 


T.y        T  (  Mr.  Scudder Ave.  ?  .„„ 

^^■"^•^^^^^y JMr.  Houston Aye.  r^^' 

fMr.  Armstrong Aye.") 

!  Mr.  Atlee Aye.  ! 

\  Mr.  Searle Aye.  .' 

I  Mr.  McLeue Aye.  J 


Mr.  Houston Aye.  y 

fMr.  Armstrong Aye.") 

D  1  !  Mr.  Atlee Aye.!. 

Pennsylvania ^  Mr.  Searle Aye.  .>Ay«' 
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T^  ,  S  Mr.  Van  Dyko Ave.  /  . 

Delaware \  nr„  mi'  a        I  Aye. 

^  Mr.  Mckean Aye.  ^     •' 

■.f       ,       ,  \  Mr.  Carniiebiiel No.    }  ,.j 

^^'i^^^^^ jMr.Forbe,s No.    T"' 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia I  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ^Aye. 

(  Mr.  Randolph Aye.  S 


f  Mr .  Pen  n Aye.  1 

T-T     , V  --,       1  !  Mr.  Ilarnet    Aye.  I   . 

NorthCarolina <  Mr   Kn.-k.  xL      ^ye. 


^1  Mr.  Burke Aye. 

l^  Mr.  Hewes Aye.  J 


(  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  i 

South  Carolina <  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  >Aye 

(  Mr.  Drayton Aye.  * 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.* 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Braintree,  AiKjust  3,  1779. 

Sir  :  On  the  27th  of  February  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Con- 
gress, informing  them  of  my  intention  of  returning  home,  in  consequence 
of  the  commission  which  superseded  mine.  On  the  1st  of  March  I  had 
again  the  honor  of  writing  some  information  concerning  the  unprece- 
dented interest  which  the  British  Government  are  obliged  to  give  for 
the  loan  of  money  for  the  service  of  the  i)resent  year.  On  the  8th  of 
March  I  took  my  leave  of  the  American  minister  and  left  Paris  for 
Nantes,  in  exi)ectation  of  there  meeting  the  Alliance,  and  sailing  in  her 
for  America  in  a  few  Aveeks.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Nantes  I  learned  the 
Alliance  was  still  at  Brest,  and  so  embarrassed  with  nearly  forty  pris- 
oners, who  were  supposed  to  have  been  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  to 
carry  her  to  England  and  with  other  difficulties,  that  it  was  uncertain 
when  she  would  be  ready. 

The  agent  at  Nantes  at  this  time  receiving  a  letter  from  his  excellency 
Dr.  Franklin,  desiring  him  to  consult  ine  about  the  direction  of  the  Al- 
liance^ I  thought  it  would  expedite  the  public  service  for  me  to  make  a 
journey  to  Brest,  about  two  hundred  miles,  which  I  undertook  accordingly, 
and  arrived  at  that  port  without  loss  of  time.  There,  after  an  attendance 
of  some  weeks,  and  much  negotiation  with  the  commandant,  intendant, 
and  agent,  all  things  were  prepared  for  the  frigate  to  sail  for  Nantes, 
with  about  one  hundred  British  prisoners,  to  be  there  exchanged  for  a 
like  number  of  American  prisoners,  arrived  there  from  England  in  a 
cartel.  I  returned  to  Nantes,  and  tha  Alliance  in  a  few  days  arrived  in 
the  river,  the  prisoners  were  exchanged,  about  sixty  enlisted  in  the  Al- 
liance^ and  the  rest  in  the  Poor  Richard.  Captain  Jones. 

After  accommodating  all  the  difficulties  with  the  British  prisoners, 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  Aug.  7,  1779. 
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the  American  prisoners,  the  officers  and  crew  of  t'le  Alliance,  and  sup- 
plying all  their  necessary  wants,  Captain  Landais  having  orders  to 
sail  for  America  and  everything  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  in  a  few  days, 
received  unexpected  orders  to  proceed  to  L'Orient,  and  wait  there  for 
further  orders.  I  had  the  honor  of  a  letter  at  the  same  time  from  his 
excellency,  enclosing  one  from  the  minister  of  marine,  by  which  I  learned 
that  the  king  had  been  graciously  pleased  to  grant  me  a  passage  on 
board  the  frigate  which  was  to  carry  his  majesty's  new  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  United  States,  that  the  frigate  was  at  L'Orient,  and 
that  the  minister  would  be  there  in  a  few  days.  I  went  in  the  Alliance 
from  Nantes  to  L'Orient,  where,  after  some  time,  the  frigate  the  Semi- 
ble  arrived ;  but  his  excellency  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  did  not 
arrive  until  the  10th  of  June.  On  the  14th  of  June,  and  not  before,  I 
had  the  pleasure  to  be  under  sail,  and  on  the  3d  of  August  arrived  in 
Nantasket  roads. 

I  have  entered  into  this  detail  of  disappointments  to  Justify  myself 
for  not  returning  sooner,  and  to  sbow  that  it  was  not  my  fault  that  I 
was  not  at  home  in  eight  weeks  from  the  lirst  authentic  information  that 
I  had  nothing  further  to  do  in  France,  There  is  nothing  remaining  for  me 
to  do  but  settle  my  accounts  with  Congress ;  but  as  part  of  n^y  accounts 
are  in  conjunction  with  my  late  colleagues,  with  whom  I  lived  in  the 
same  house  during  my  residence  in  Pans,  lam  not  able  to  judge  whether 
Congress  will  choose  to  receive  my  accounts  or  to  wait  until  the  other 
commissioners  shall  exhibit  theirs,  so  as  to  have  the  whole  together 
under  one  view,  so  as  to  do  equal  justice  to  all.  I  am  ready,  however, 
to  render  all  the  account  in  my  power,  either  jointly  or  separately, 
whenever  Congress  shall  order  it,  and  I  shall  wait  their  directions 
accordingly. 

It  is  not  in  my  power,  having  been  so  long  from  Paris,  to  give  Con- 
gress any  news  of  importance,  except  that  the  Brest  fleet,  under  the 
Count  d'Orvilliers,  was  at  sea  the  beginning  of  June  ;  that  Admiral 
Arbuthnot  was  at  Plymouth  the  31st  of  May;  and  that  there  was  a 
universal  persuasion,  arising  from  letters  from  Paris  and  London,  that 
Spain  had  decided  against  the  English.  The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
will  be  able  to  give  Congress  satisfactory  information  upon  this  head. 

I  ought  not  to  conclude  this  letter  without  expressing  my  obligations 
to  Captain  Chavagne  and  the  other  oflicers  of  the  Sensible  for  their 
civilities  in  the  course  of  my  passage  houie,  and  the  pleasure  I  have  had 
in  the  conversation  of  his  excellency  the  new  plenipotentiary  from  our 
august  ally,  and  the  secretary  to  the  embassy,  Monsieur  Marbois. 

The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  a  knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of 
Jerusalem,  of  an  ancient  and  noble  family,  connected  by  blood  with 
many  characters  of  principal  name  in  the  kingdom,  a  grandson  of  the 
celebrated  Chancellor  de  la  Moignon,  a  nephew  of  Monsieur  Malesherbes 
perhaps  still  more  famous  as  first  president  of  the  court  of  aids  and  as 
minister  of  State,  a  brother  of  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne,  and  of  the 
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bishop  of  Langres,  one  of  tbetbree  dukes  and  peers  who  had  the  honor 
to  assist  in  tiie  consecration  of  the  king,  a  near  rehition  of  the  jMarechal 
de  Broglie  and  the  comte  his  brother,  and  of  many  other  important 
personages  in  that  country.  Nor  is  his  personal  character  less  resi)ect- 
abletban  his  connections,  as  he  is  possessed  of  much  nsefnl  information 
of  all  kinds,  and  particularly  of  the  political  system  of  Euro])e,  obtained 
in  his  late  embassy  in  Bavaria;  and  of  the  justest  sentiments  of  the 
mutual  interests  of  his  country  and  ours,  and  of  the  utility  to  both  of 
that  alliance  which  so  happily  unites  them,  and  at  the  same  time  di- 
vested of  all  personal  and  party  attachments  and  aversions.  Congress 
and  their  constituents,  I  flatter  myself,  will  have  much  satisfaction  in 
his  negotiations,  as  well  as  in  tho.se  of  the  secretary  to  the  embas.sy, 
who  was  recently  secretary  to  the  embassy  in  Bavaria,  and  who  is  a 
counselor  of  the  parliament  of  Metz,  a  gentleman  whose  abilities,  ap- 
plication, and  disposition  cannot  fail  to  make  him  u.seful  in  the  momen- 
tous office  he  sustains. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.' 

Braintree,  August  4,  1779. 

Sir  :  At  the  clo.se  of  the  service  on  which  Congress  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  send  me  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  submit  a  few  reflections  to 
their  consideration  on  the  general  state  of  aflairs  in  Europe  as  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  interests  of  tiie  United  States.  As  the  time  ap- 
proaches when  our  relations  with  the  most  considerable  states  in  Europe 
will  multiply  and  assume  a  greater  stability,  they  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  Americans  in  general,  but  especially  of  those  composing  their 
supreme  council. 

France  deserves  the  first  place  among  those  powers  with  which  our 
connections  will  be  the  most  intimate,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  1  am  able 
to  assure  Congress  that  from  the  observations  I  have  made  during  my 
residence  in  that  kingdom  1  have  the  strongest  reasons  to  believe  that 
their  august  ally,  his  ministers  and  nation,  arc  possessed  of  the  fullest 
persuasion  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  of  the  great  importance  of  our 
independence  to  their  interests,  and  the  firmest  resolution  to  preserve 
the  faith  of  treaties  inviolate,  and  to  cultivate  our  friendship  with  sin- 
cerity and  zeal.  This  is  of  the  more  consequence  to  us,  as  this  power 
enjoys  in  Europe  at  this  hour  an  influence  which  it  has  not  before  expe- 
rienced for  many  years. 

Men  are  so  sensible  of  a  constant  tendency  in  others  to  excesses,  that 
a  signal  superiority  of  power  never  appears  without  exciting  jealou.sies 
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and  efforts  to  reduce  it.  Tims  when  Spain,  under  Charles  the  Fifth 
and  his  successor,  made  he"  self  dangerous,  a  great  part  of  Europe 
united  against  her,  assisted  in  severing  the  United  Provinces  from 
her,  and  by  degrees  greatly  diminished  her  po\yer.  Thus  when 
France,  under  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  iudulged  the  spirit  of  conquest  too 
far,  a  great  part  of  mankind  united  their  forces  against  her  with  suc^a 
success  as  to  involve  her  in  a  train  of  misfortunes,  out  of  which  she 
never  emerged  before  the  present  reigu.  The  English,  in  their  turn, 
by  means  of  their  commerce  and  extensive  settlements  abroad,  arose  to 
a  degree  of  opulence  and  naval  power  which  excited  more  extravagant 
passions  in  her  own  breast  and  more  tyrannical  exertions  of  her  influ- 
ence than  appeared  in  either  of  the  other  cases.  The  consequence  has 
been  similar,  but  more  remarkable.  Europe  seems  to  be  more  univer- 
sally and  sincerely  united  in  the  desire  of  reducing  her  than  they  ever 
were  in  any  former  instance.  This  is  the  true  cause  why  the  French 
court  never  made  war  with  so  universal  a  popularity  among  their  own 
subjects,  80  general  an  approbation  of  other  courts,  and  such  unanimous 
wishes  among  all  nations  for  her  success  as  at  this  time. 

The  personal  character  of  the  king,  his  declared  patronage  of  morals 
and  economy,  and  the  great  strokes  of  wisdom  which  have  marked  the 
commencement  of  his  reign,  the  active  spring  which  has  been  given  to 
commerce  by  the  division  of  the  British  empire,  and  our  new  connections 
with  his  subjects;  all  these  causes,  together  with  the  two  treaties  of 
peace,  which  have  been  lately  signed  under  his  auspices  and  his  me- 
diation, have  given  to  this  power  reputation  which  the  last  reign  had 
lost. 

The  first  of  these  treaties  has  determined  those  controversies  which 
had  for  a  long  time  divided  Russia  and  the  Porte,  and  the  parties  have 
been  equally  satisfied  with  the  conditions  of  their  reconciliation,  a  cir- 
cumstance the  more  honorable  for  the  French  ministry  and  the  Cheva- 
lier de  St.  Priest,  their  ambassador  at  Constantinople,  as  it  is  uncommon. 
The  ancient  confidence  of  the  Porte  in  the  court  of  Versailles  has 
revived,  and  the  coolness,  or  rather  enmity,  which  divided  France  and 
Russia  for  near  twenty  years  gives  place  to  a  friendship  which  is  at  this 
time  in  all  its  fervor,  and  will  probably  be  durable,  as  these  powers 
have  no  interest  to  annoy  each  other,  but  on  the  contrary  are  able  to 
assist  each  other  in  a  manner  the  most  essential. 

The  peace  of  Germany,  signed  at  Teschin  the  13th  of  last  May,  has 
not  equr.lly  satisfied  the  belligerent  powers,  who  were  on  the  one  part 
the  Emperor,  and  on  the  other  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Elector  of 
Saxony,  his  ally. 

From  the  multitude  of  writings  which  have  appeared  before  and  dur- 
ing this  war,  in  which  the  causes,  the  motives,  and  the  rights  of  it  are 
discussed,  it  appears  that  in  1768,  at  the  extinction  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  the  house  of  Bavaria,  which  has  been  separated  from  its  trunk  for 
near  five  centuries,  the  house  of  Austria  thought  itself  able,  and  priests 
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aM(l  lawyers  anioug  their  own  subjects  were  complaisant  enough  to  tell 
her  that  she  had  a  right,  to  put  herself  in  possession  of  the  best  part  of 
the  patrimony  of  the  extinguished  line. 

The  King  of  Prussia,  to  whose  interest  this  augmentation  of  power 
would  have  been  dangerous,  has  crowned  an  illustrious  reign  by  dis- 
playing all  the  resources  of  military  genius  and  profound  policy  in 
opposition  to  it.  While  he  contended  in  the  field  France  negotiated, 
and  the  work  begun  by  his  arms  was  comi)leted  b}'  the  cabinet  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

The  palatine  house  of  Bavaria,  the  Duke  of  Deux  Pouts,  and  par- 
ticuhirly  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  have  obtained  all  they  could  reason- 
ably demand,  and  the  empire  has  preserved  its  balance  of  power  in 
spite  of  its  head.  The  King  of  Prussia  had  covered  himself  with  glory, 
to  which  he  put  the  finishing  stroke  by  not  demanding  any  compensa- 
tion for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  All  parties  have  been  satisfied  except 
the  emperor,  who  has  disordered  his  finances,  ruined  his  Kingdom  of 
Bohemia;  with  immense  forces  has  not  obtained  any  advantage  over  his 
adversary,  and  consequently  has  destroyed  among  his  own  troops  the 
oi^inion  they  had  of  their  own  superiority,  and,  in  fine,  has  sustained  a 
loss  the  most  sensible  for  a  young  prince  just  beginning  to  reign— the 
reputation  of  justice  and  moderation.  It  is  the  influence,  the  address, 
and  ability  of  the  French  minister,  joined  to  the  firmness  of  Russia, 
which  have  completed  this  work  ;  and  Louis  the  Sixteenth  has  restored 
in  Germany  to  the  nation  over  which  he  reigns  that  reputation  which 
his  grandfather  had  lost. 

The  merit  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  was  ambassador  in 
Bavaria  during  the  transaction  of  this  business,  and  that  of  M.  Marbois, 
the  secretary  to  that  embassy,  in  accomplishing  an  affair  of  such  im- 
portance, which  was  rendered  peculiarly  delicate  by  the  late  family  con- 
nection between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Versailles,  was  probably  a 
motive  for  sending  them  now  to  America,  a  mission  of  no  less  impor- 
tance and  no  less  delicacy. 

It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  they  could  have  succeeded  so  soon 
if  England  could  have  afforded  subsidies  to  the  emperor.  The  revolu- 
tion in  America,  in  which  the  Fren(;h  king  has  taken  an  earlier  and  a 
greater  part  than  any  other  sovereign  in  Europe,  has  operated  so  as  to 
conciliate  to  him  a  consideration  that  is  universal.  The  new  minister 
will  give  to  Congress  information  the  most  precise  in  this  respect  and 
touching  the  part  which  Spain  is  taking  at  this  time,  for  which  reason  I 
shall  refrain  from  entering  into  it,  and  content  myself  with  observing 
that  all  these  considerations  ought  to  induce  us  to  cherish  the  alliance 
of  France ;  and  that  every  good  citizen  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  the  remains  of  those  prejudices  which  our  ancient 
rulers  have  endeavored  to  inspire  us  into  ;  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
and  much  to  hope  from  France  while  we  conduct  ourselves  with  good 
sense  and  firmness,  and  that  we  can  not  take  too  much  pains  to  mul- 
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tiply  the  commercial  relations  and  strengthen  the  political  couuections 
between  the  two  nations  ;  provided  always,  that  we  preserve  prudence 
and  resolution  enough  to  receive  implicitly  no  advice  whatever,  but  to 
judge  always  for  ourselves,  and  to  guard  ourselves  against  those  prin- 
ciples in  government  and  those  manners  which  are  so  opposite  to  our 
own  constitution  and  to  our  characters  as  a  young  people,  called  by 
Proviileuce  to  the  most  honorable  and  important  of  all  duties,  that  of 
forming  establishments  for  a  great  nation  and  a  new  world. 

In  the  opinion  of  some  the  power  with  which  we  shall  one  day  have 
a  relation  the  most  immediate,  next  to  that  of  France,  is  Great  Britain. 
But  it  ought  to  be  considered  that  this  power  loses  every  day  lier  con- 
sideration and  runs  towards  her  ruin.  Her  riches,  in  which  her  power 
consisted,  she  has  lost  with  us,  and  never  can  regain.  With  us  she  has 
lost  her  Mediterranean  trade,  her  African  trade,  her  German  and  Hol- 
land trade,  her  ally  Portugal,  her  ally  Russia,  and  her  natural  ally 
the  house  of  Austria;  at  least,  as  being  unable  to  protect  these  as  she 
once  did,  she  can  obtain  no  succor  from  them.  In  short,  one  branch  of 
commerce  has  been  lopped  off  after  another  and  one  political  interest 
sacrificed  after  another.  She  resembles  the  melancholy  spectacle  of  a 
great  wide-sineading  tree  that  has  been  girdled  at  the  root.  Her 
endeavors  to  regain  these  advantages  will  continually  keep  alive  in  her 
breast  the  most  malevolent  passions  towards  us.  Her  envy,  her  jeal- 
ousy and  resentment,  will  never  leave  us,  while  we  are  what  we  must 
unavoidably  be,  her  rivals  in  the  fisheries,  in  various  other  branches  of 
commerce,  and  even  in  naval  power.  If  peace  should  unhappily  be 
made,  leaving  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or  the  Floridas,  or  any  of  them,  in 
her  hands,  jealousies  and  controversies  will  be  perpetually  arising. 
The  degree,  therefore,  of  intercourse  with  this  nation  which  will  ever 
again  take  place  may  justly  be  considered  as  problematical,  or  rather 
the  probability  is  that  it  will  never  be  so  great  as  some  persons  imagine ; 
moreover,  I  think  that  every  citizen  in  the  present  circumstances,  who 
respects  his  country  and  the  engagements  she  has  taken,  ought  to 
abstain  from  the  foresight  of  a  return  of  friendship  between  us  and  the 
English,  and  act  as  if  it  never  was  to  be. 

But  it  is  lawful  to  consider  that  which  will  probably  be  formed  be 
tween  the  Hollanders  and  us.  The  similitude  of  manners,  of  religion, 
and  in  some  respects  of  constitution;  the  analogy  between  the  means 
by  which  the  two  republics  arrived  at  independency;  but  above  all  the 
attractions  of  commercial  interest  will  infallibly  draw  them  together. 
This  connection  will  not  probably  show  itself  in  a  public  manner  before 
a  peace  or  a  near  prospect  of  peace.  Too  many  motives  of  fear  or 
interest  place  the  Hollanders  in  a  dependence  on  England  to  suffer  her 
to  connect  herself  openly  with  us  at  present.  Nevertheless,  if  the 
King  of  Prussia  could  be  induced  to  take  us  by  the  hand,  his  great 
influence  in  the  United  Provinces  might  contribute  greatly  to  conciliate 
their  friendship  for  us.     Loans  of  money  aud  the  operations  of  com- 
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mercial  agents  or  societies  will  be  the  first  threads  of  our  coiiiiections 
with  this  power.  Prom  the  essays  aud  inquiries  of  your  commissioners 
at  Paris  it  appears  that  some  money  may  be  borrowed  there,  and  from 
the  success  of  several  enterprises  by  the  way  of  St.  Eustatia  it  seems 
that  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  is  likely  to  increase,  and  pos- 
sibly Congress  may  think  it  expedient  to  send  a  minister  there.  If 
they  should,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  him  a  discretionary  power  to  pro- 
duce his  commission  or  not  as  he  shall  find  it  likely  to  succeed;  to  give 
him  full  powers  and  clear  instructions  concerning  the  borrowing  of 
money;  and  the  man  himself,  above  all,  should  have  a  consummate 
prudence  and  a  caution  and  discretion  that  will  be  proof  against  every 
trial. 

If  Congress  could  find  any  means  of  paying  the  interest  annually  in 
Europe,  commercial  and  pecuniary  connections  would  strengthen  them- 
selves from  day  to  day,  and  if  the  fall  of  the  credit  of  England  should 
terminate  in  bankruptcy,  the  seven  United  Provinces,  having  nothing  to 
dissemble,  would  be  zealous  for  a  part  of  those  rich  benefits  which  our 
commerce  offers  to  maritime  powers,  and  by  an  early  treaty  with  us 
secure  those  advantages  from  which  they  have  already  discovered 
strong  symptoms  of  a  fear  of  being  excluded  by  dehi}  s.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  observe  to  Congress  that  Holland  had  lost  her  influence 
in  Europe  to  such  a  degree  that  there  is  little  other  regard  for  her 
remaining  but  that  of  a  prodigal  heir  for  a  rich  usurer,  who  lends  him 
money  at  a  high  interest.  The  state,  which  is  poor  and  in  debt,  has  no 
political  stability.  Their  army  is  very  small,  aud  their  navy  is  less. 
The  immense  riches  of  individuals  may  possibly  be  in  some  future  time 
the  great  misfortune  of  the  nation,  because  the  means  of  defense  are 
not  proportioned  to  the  temptation  which  is  held  out  for  some  neces- 
sitous, avaricious,  and  formidable  neighbor  to  invade  her. 

The  active  commerce  of  Spain  is  very  inconsiderable;  of  lier  passive 
commerce  we  shall  not  fail  to  have  a  part.  The  vicinity  of  this  power, 
her  forces,  her  resources  ought  to  make  us  attentive  to  her  conduct; 
but  if  we  may  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past,  I  should  hope  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  it.  The  genius  and  interest  of  the  nation  incline 
it  to  repose.  She  can  not  determine  upon  a  war  but  in  the  last  extremity, 
and  even  then  she  sighs  for  peace.  She  is  not  possessed  of  the  spirit 
of  conquest,  and  we  have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  that  we  have 
her  for  the  nearest  and  principal  neighbor.  Her  conduct  towards  us  at 
this  time  will  perhaps  appear  equivocal  and  indecisive;  her  determina- 
tions appear  to  be  solely  the  fruit  of  the  negotiations  of  the  court  of 
Versailles.  But  it  ought  to  be  considered  she  has  not  had  motives  so 
pressing  as  those  of  France  to  take  in  hand  our  defense.  Whether  she 
has  an  eye  upon  the  Floridas,  or  what  other  terms  she  may  expect  from 
Congress,  they  are  no  doubt  better  informed  than  I  am.  To  their  wis- 
domit  must  besubmitted  to  give  her  satisfaction  if  her  terms  are  moderate 
and  her  offers  in  proportion.     This  conduct  may  conciliate  her  affection 
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and  shorten  delays;  a  point  of  great  importance,  a?  the  present  moment 
appears  to  be  decisive. 

Portugal,  under  the  administration  of  the  Marquis  de  Pombal,  broke 
some  of  the  shackles  by  which  she  was  held  to  England.  But  the  treaty 
by  which  a  permanent  friendship  is  established  between  the  crowns  of 
Spain  and  Portugal  was  made  in  1777,  an  event  that  the  English  de- 
plore as  the  greatest  evil  next  to  their  irrevocable  loss  of  the  Colonies 
arising  from  this  war,  because  they  will  now  no  longer  be  able  to  play 
off  Portugal  against  Spain  in  order  to  draw  away  her  attention  as  well 
as  her  forces  as  in  former  times.  But  as  Portugal  has  not  known  how 
to  deliver  herself  entirely  from  the  influence  of  England,  we  shall  have 
little  to  hope  from  her;  on  the  other  hand,  such  is  her  internal  weakness, 
that  we  have  absolutely  nothing  to  fear.  We  shall  necessarily  have 
commerce  with  her,  but  whether  she  will  ever  have  tlie  courage  to  sac- 
rifice the  friendship  of  England  for  the  sake  of  it  is  uncertain. 

It  would  be  useless  to  consider  that  infinite  number  of  little  sover- 
eignities into  which  Germany  is  divided  and  develop  all  their  political 
interests.  This  task  is  as  much  beyond  my  knowledge  as  it  would  be 
useless  to  Congress,  who  will  have  few  relations,  friendly  or  hostile, 
with  this  country,  excepting  in  two  branches  of  commerce,  that  of  mer- 
chandise and  that  of  soldiers.  The  latter,  infamous  and  detestable  tis 
it  is,  has  been  established  between  a  nation  once  generous,  humane, 
and  brave,  and  certain  princes  as  avaricious  of  money  as  they  are  prodi- 
gal of  the  blood  of  tlieir  subjects ;  and  such  is  the  scarcity  of  cash  and 
the  avidity  for  it  in  Germany,  and  so  little  are  the  rights  of  humanity 
understood  or  respected,  that  sellers  wdl  probably  be  found  as  long  as 
buyers.  America  will  never  be  found  in  either  class.  The  state  of  Ger- 
many, with  which  we  may  have  commerce  of  an  honorable  kind,  is  the 
house  of  Austria,  one  of  the  most  powerful  in  Europe.  She  possesses 
very  few  countries,  however,  near  the  sea.  Osteud  is  the  principal  city, 
where  she  might  have  established  a  trade  of  some  consequence,  if  the 
jealousy  of  the  maritime  powers  had  not  constantly  opposed  it.  France, 
Spain,  Holland,  and  England,  have  been  all  agreed  in  their  opposition, 
and  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  ratified  more  than  once  by  subsequent 
treaties,  has  so  shackled  this  port  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  open  a 
direct  trade  to  it  without  some  new  treaty,  which  possibly  may  not  be 
very  distant.  England  may  possibly  make  a  new  treaty  with  Austria, 
and  agree  to  privileges  for  this  port,  in  order  to  draw  away  the  advan- 
tages of  the  American  trade  from  France  and  Spain ;  and  in  such  a 
treaty  Holland  may  possibly  acquiesce,  if  not  accede  to  it.  The  port  of 
Trieste  enjoys  liberty  without  limits,  and  the  court  of  Vienna  is  anxious 
to  make  its  commerce  flourish.  Situated,  however,  as  it  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Gulf  of  Trieste,  the  remotest  part  of  the  Gulf  of  Venice, 
tedious  and  difiScult  as  the  navigation  of  those  seas  is,  we  could  make 
little  use  of  it  at  any  time,  and  none  at  all  while  this  war  continues. 

This  court  would  seize  with  eagerness  the  advantages  that  are  pre- 
sented to  her  by  the  iudepemleuce  of  America,  but  an  interest  more 
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powerful  restrains  her;  and  altliongli  she  is  certainly  attentive  to  this 
revolution,  there  is  reason  to  believe  she  will  be  one  of  the  last  powers 
to  acknowledge  our  independence.  She  is  so  far  from  being  rich,  that 
she  is  destitute  of  the  means  of  making  war  without  subsidies,  as  is 
proved  by  the  peace  which  has  lately  been  made.  She  has  occasion  for 
the  succors  of  France  or  of  England  to  put  in  motion  her  numerous 
armies.  She  conceives  easily  that  the  loss  of  the  resources  and  credit 
of  the  English  has  disabled  them  to  pay  the  enormous  subsidies  which 
in  former  times  they  have  poured  into  the  Austrian  coffers.  She  sees 
therefore  with  a  secret  mortification  that  she  shall  be  hereafter  more 
at  the  mercy  of  France,  who  may  choose  her  ally,  and  i)rerer  at  lur 
pleasure  either  Austria  or  Prussia,  while  neither  Vienna  nor  Berlin  will 
be  able,  as  in  times  past,  to  choose  between  Paris  and  London,  since  the 
the  latter  has  lost  her  past  opulence  and  pecuniary  resources.  It  is  our 
duty  to  remark  these  great  changes  in  the  system  of  mankind  which  have 
alread}^  happened  in  consequence  of  the  American  war.  The  alienation 
of  Portugal  from  England,  the  peace  of  Germany,  and  that  between 
Petersburg  and  Constantinople,  by  all  which  events  England  has  lost 
and  France  gained  such  a  superiority  of  power,  are  owing  entirely  to 
the  blind  division  of  that  policy  and  wealth  the  English  might  have 
still  enjoyed  from  the  objects  of  their  true  interests  and  honor  to  the 
ruinous  American  war. 

The  court  of  Berlin  flatters  itself  that  the  connections  which  have 
heretofore  so  long  united  France  and  Prus«ia  will  renew  themselves 
sooner  or  later.  This  system  is  more  rational  than  that  which  subsists 
at  this  day.  The  King  of  Prussia  may  then  wait  without  anxiety  the 
consequences  of  the  present  revolution,  because  it  tends  to  increase  the 
resources  of  his  natural  ally.  The  jealousy  between  the  Emperor  and 
the  King  of  Prussia,  and  that  between  the  houses  of  Bourbon  and  Aus- 
tria, are  a  natural  tie  between  France  and  Prussia.  The  rivalry  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  is  another  motive  too  natural  and  too  per- 
manent for  the  former  to  suffer  the  King  of  Prussia  to  be  long  the  ally 
of  the  latter.  One  of  the  favorite  projects  of  Prussia — that  of  render- 
ing the  port  of  Emden  a  place  of  flourishing  trade — interests  him  most 
powerfully  in  our  independence.  Silesia,  one  of  his  best  provinces,  has 
already  felt  the  influence  of  it;  and  sensible  of  the  force  that  empires 
derive  from  commerce,  he  is  earnestly  desirous  to  see  it  introduced  be- 
tween America  and  his  states,  which  gives  ground  to  believe  that  as 
Austria  will  be  one  of  the  last,  so  Prussia  will  be  one  of  the  first,  to 
acknowledge  our  independence;  an  o|)inion  which  is  rendered  more 
probable  by  the  answer  which  was  given  by  the  Baron  de  Schulenberg 
to  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  and  the  influence  of  the  King  of  Prussia  in  the 
United  Provinces,  which  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  power,  aris- 
ing from  his  great  military  force  and  the  vicinity  of  his  dominions. 
His  near  relation  to  the  Stadtholder  and  the  Prince  of  Brunswick  is 
an  additional  motive  to  cultivate  his  friendship.  The  Electorate  of  Sax- 
ony, with  a  fruitful  soil,  contains  a  numerous  and  industrious  people, 
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and  most  of  the  commerce  between  tbe  east  and  i^he  west  of  Europe 
passes  tbrougli  it.  The  fairs  of  Leipsic  have  drawn  considerable  ad- 
vantages for  these  four  years  from  our  trade.  This  power  will  see  with 
pleasure  the  moment  which  shall  put  the  last  hand  to  our  independ- 
ence. The  rest  of  German}-,  excepting  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  have  no 
means  of  opening  a  direct  commerce  with  us.  With  the  latter  we  have 
no  connection  at  present;  in  the  former  all  the  maritime  commerce  of 
lower  Germany  is  transacted.  Ilere  we  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  estab- 
lish an  agent  or  consul. 

Poland,  depopulated  by  the  war  and  a  vicious  government,  reduced 
by  a  shameful  treaty  to  two  thirds  of  her  ancient  dominion,  destitute 
of  industry  and  manufactures  even  of  the  first  necessity,  has  no  occasion 
for  the  productions  of  America.  Dantzic  sees  her  ancient  prosperity 
diminish  every  day.  There  is  therefore  little  probability  ot  commerce, 
and  less  of  any  political  connection,  between  that  nation  and  us. 

Russia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,  comprehended  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  northern  powers,  have  been  thought  by  some  to  be  interested 
in  our  return  to  the  domination  of  Great  Britain.  Whether  they  con- 
sider themselves  in  this  light  or  not,  their  late  declarations  against  the 
right  of  England  to  interrupt  their  navigation  and  their  arming  for 
the  protection  of  their  commerce  on  the  oc  an,  and  even  in  the  English 
channel,  are  unequivocal  proofs  of  their  oi)inion  concerning  the  right  in 
our  contest  and  of  their  intentions  not  to  interfere  against  us.  It  is 
very  true  that  the  articles  of  commerce  which  they  produce  are  in  many 
respects  the  same  with  those  of  America;  yet  if  we  consider  that  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  purchase  from  them  large  quantities  of  hemp  and 
sail  cloth,  and  that  our  productions  of  timber,  pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine 
are  less  profitable  with  us  without  bounties  than  some  other  branches 
of  labor,  it  is  not  probable  that  we  shall  lower  the  price  of  these  articles 
in  Europe  so  much  as  some  conjecture,  and  consequently  our  increased 
demand  upon  those  countries  for  several  articles  will  be  more  than  a 
compensation  to  them  for  the  small  loss  they  may  sustain  by  a  trifling 
reduction  in  the  price  of  those  articles.  It  is  not  probable  that  the 
courts  of  Petersburg,  Stockholm,  and  Copenhagen  have  viewed  with 
indifterence  the  present  revolution,  if  they  have  been  apprehensive  of 
being  hurt  by  it  in  some  respects,  which,  however,  I  think  must  have 
been  a  mistaken  apprehension  ;  yet  the  motive  of  humbling  the  pride 
of  the  English,  who  have  endeavored  to  exercise  their  domination  even 
over  the  northern  seas  and  to  render  the  Danish  and  Swedish  flag 
dependent  upon  theirs,  has  prevailed  over  all  others,  and  they  are  con- 
sidered in  Europe  as  having  given  their  testimony  against  the  English 
in  this  war. 

Italy,  a  country  which  declines  every  day  from  its  ancient  prosperity, 
offers  few  objects  for  our  speculations.  The  privileges  of  the  port  of 
Leghorn,  nevertheless,  may  render  it  useful  to  our  ships  when  our  in- 
dependence shall  be  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain,  if,  as  we  once 
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flattered  ourselves,  the  court  of  Vieuua  might  receive  an  Americau  miu- 
ister.  We  were  ecjually  iu  error  respecting  the  court  of  the  Graud  Duchy 
of  Tuscauy,  where  an  Austrian  prince  reigns,  who  receives  all  his 
directions  from  Vienna  in  such  a  manner  that  he  will  probably  never 
receive  any  person  in  a  public  character  until  the  chief  of  his  house  has 
set  him  the  example.  The  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  is  iu  the  same  de- 
pendence on  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  we  may  depend  upon  it  he  will 
conform  himself  to  all  it  shall  suggest  to  him.  This  prince  has  already 
ordered  the  ports  of  his  dominions  to  be  opened  to  American  vessels, 
public  and  private,  and  has  ordered  his  ambassador  at  Paris  to  apply 
to  your  commissioners  for  a  descrii)tion  of  the  American  flag,  that  our 
vessels  might  be  known,  and  receive  no  molestation  upon  their  appear- 
ance in  his  harbors. 

The  court  of  Rome,  attached  to  ancient  customs,  would  be  one  of  the 
last  to  acknowledge  our  iudei)endence  if  we  were  to  solicit  for  it,  but 
Congress  will  probably  never  send  a  minister  to  his  Holiness,  who  can 
do  them  no  service,  upon  condition  of  receiving  a  catholic  legate  or 
nuncio  in  return  or  in  other  words  an  ecclesiastical  tyrant,  which  it  is 
to  be  hoped  the  United  States  will  be  too  wise  ever  to  admit  into  their 
territories. 

The  states  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  are  poor,  and  their  cou)merce  is 
very  small.  The  little  port  of  Villa  Franca  will  probably  see  few  Ameri- 
can vessels,  nor  will  there  be  any  close  relations,  either  commercial  or 
political,  between  this  prince  and  us. 

The  liepublic  of  (ienoa  is  scarcely  known  at  this  day  in  Europe  but 
by  those  powers  who  borrow  money.  It  is  possible  that  some  small 
sums  might  be  obtained  there,  if  Congress  would  fall  upon  means  of 
insuring  a  punctual  payment  of  interest  in  Europe. 

Venice,  heretofore  so  powerful,  is  reduced  to  a  very  inconsiderable 
commerce,  and  is  in  an  entire  state  of  decay. 

Switzerland  is  another  lender  of  money,  but  neither  her  position  nor 
her  commerce  can  occasion  any  near  relation  with  us. 

Whether  there  is  any  thing  in  these  remarks  worth  the  trouble  of 
reading  I  shall  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress;  and  subscribe  my- 
self with  the  highest  consideration,  your  most  obedient  and  humble 

servant, 

John  Adams. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Translatiou.  ] 

Philadelphia,  August  5,  1779. 
Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  is  eager  to  thank  Con- 
gress for  the  readiness  with  which  they  have  been  pleased  to  yield  to 
his  representations  of  the  2Gth  of  last  month. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  state  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr,  634. 
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The  resolutions  which  have  been  communicated  to  the  undersigned 
in  the  name  of  Congress  appear  to  him  to  leave  nothing  to  be  desired ; 
he  only  hopes  that  the  public  will  be  informed  of  the  opinions  of  Con- 
gress, in  whatever  form  they  shall  think  the  most  suitable;  and  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  is  pursuaded  that  his  court  will  regard  the 
said  resolutions  as  a  suitable  and  sufficient  satisfaction  for  the  pro- 
ceedings which  they  condemn  and  the  offense  which  has  resulted  from 
them. 

It  is  under  this  impression  that  the  undersigned  minister  takes  the 
liberty  to  request  Congress  not  to  carry  into  execution  that  one  of  their 
resolutions  which  orders  that  those  who  oji  this  occasion  may  have 
violated  the  laws  of  nations  shall  be  prosecuted.  The  king's  greatness 
of  mind  forbids  his  minister  to  insist  upon  such  a  measure.  Between 
nations  closely  connected  by  the  most  powerful  motives  of  friendship 
and  interest  even  the  most  lawful  reparations  ought  always  to  stop 
short  of  revenge.  It  is  sufficient  to  undeceive  the  public,  and  to  re- 
strain the  evil  disposed  men,  who  sometimes  conceal  themselves  under 
the  pretense  of  the  common  good.  The  said  minister,  consequently, 
earnestly  requests  Congress  to  stop  the  said  prosecutions,  and  he  dares 
hope  this  from  the  moderation  of  Congress,  provided  that  motives 
foreign  to  Fiance  and  independent  of  the  present  affair  do  not  cause 
this  august  body,  or  the  executive  council  of  Pennsylvania,  to  see  in 
this  indulgence  inconveniences  wliich  'ire  out  of  the  sphere  of  the 
undersigned  minister. 

Gerard. 


In  Congress,  August  9,  1779. 
Resolved,  That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  the  resolu- 
tions alluded  to  in  his  memorial  of  the  5th  instant  will  be  published  in 
the  journals  of  Congress,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  consider  him- 
self at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  the  coi»ies  transmitted  to  him  as  he 
may  think  expedient. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Trauslatioii.] 

Philadelphia,  August  5,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  received  with  gratitude  the  rcsolutiou  of  Congress  which 
you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  yesterday.  I  express  my  sentiments 
on  this  subject  in  the  annexed  memorial,  which  I  request  you  to  be 
pleased  to  lay  before  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your   most 

obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Gerard. 


5  Sparks'  Dip.  Eev.  Corr.,  63J, 
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Lovell  to  A.  Lee.* 

[Private.] 

Philad'a,  Aug.  6,  1779. 

Dr.  Sir  :  The  origiuals,  duplicates,  or  triplicates  of  all  jou  wisb  to 
have  reached  us,  I  believe,  have  safely  arrived,  and  you  may  depend 
on  a  diligent  use  of  them.  It  was  unfortunate  that  we  were  not  favored 
with  many  of  them  before  Henry,  Francis,  &  S.  Adams  lett  this  Stage 
of  their  Exertions  for  their  Country  &  Virtue  iu  general.  However,  I 
shall  think  this  Circumstance  a  fresh  Call  on  my  Industry,  a  Quality 
which  is  the  object  of  the  hatred  of  your  Foes ;  you  have  found  them 
long  ago  mine  in  consequence. 

1  own  no  first  in  that  Quality  except  Mr,  Laurens,  who  wants  no  Spur 
but  the  Simple  Knowledge  of  injuries  done  to  the  Worthy  to  make  him 
enter  directly  upon  their  Defence.  I  have  urged  an  hundred  Times  what 
you  have  at  length  quoted  to  me  from  Whitelock.  But  there  is  really 
no  Such  Thing  as  a  Com**''  of  foreign  affairs  existing,t  no  Secretary  or 
Clerk,  further  than  I  persevere  to  be  one  and  the  other.  The  Books  & 
Papers  of  that  extinguished  Body  lay  yet  on  the  Table  of  Congress,  or 
rather  are  locked  up  in  the  Secretary's  private  Box.  There  was  a  Mo- 
tion, as  I  have  before  told  you,  to  chuse  a  new  Com*""'  the  Eouse  would 
not  so  insult  me.  An  indifference  then  took  place  as  to  Jilling  up  the 
old  one,  upon  presumption,  I  Sui)pose,  that  a  little  Leaven  would  leaven 
the  whole  Lump.  It  would  be  impossible  that  you  should  have  Enemies 
iu  a  Com*'*'  where  was  one  so  to  ariange  Vouchers  of  y'^  Industry, 
Capacity  &  Honor  as  it  is  thought  I  am  able  to  do.J 

The  State  of  Mr.  D.  is  exactly  the  Reverse  of  what  Letters  have  an. 
nounced  in  France.  But  I  will  give  you  one  or  two  Copies  of  the  Scraps 
which  have  been  made  use  of  here  to  prove  the  only  point  on  which 
y""  Enemies  finally  rested,  and  which  is  now  the  only  possible  Ground 
of  hope  to  them  of  overcoming  y""  views  for  the  Public  Good. 

Nothing  has  appeared  here  that  will  praise  a  direct  Patronage  & 
assistance  of  your  inveterate  Foe  from  that  Quarter  which  you  name  in 
one  of  y"^  Lettrs  to  Frank  or  Kichard,  but  everything  short  of  that 
has  taken  place.  You  will  not  think  I  am  a  meer  "  innuendo  Man,"  as 
R.  U.  L.  calls  D.,  after  you  get  the  Copies  above  mentioned. 

How  do  you  reconcile  the  Conduct  of  Congress  on  June  5th,  respect- 
ing Dr.  Francy's  [sic]  Business,  with  the  ideas  of  the  total  extinction  of 
joint  Powers  in  the  Commissioners  for  Special  Purposes  after  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  for  general  Concerns. 

The  List  you  give  of  Letters  written  to  us  on  or  before  the  5th  of  DeC^ 

*  See  MSS.  Harvard  College. 

t  See  Introduction,  ■^  103. 

{  It  was  not  until  Aug.  10,  1781,  that  this  committee,  at  once  so  dangerous  and  so 
capricious,  was  put  an  end  to  by  the  election  of  Livingston  as  the  head  of  a  distinct 
executive  department  of  foreij^n  affairs. 
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last  dififei-e  from  one  uow  before  ine  of  Receipts,  I  give  it,  that  you 

may  See  you  Lave  not  Seut  a  List  of  all  we  have  rec*^  nor  have  we  rec' 

all  you  have  registered.    1778,  Jan.  5,  6,  15,  3L ;  Feb.  10,  15,  28;  Apr.  1, 

2,  4,  8;   June  1,  5,  -jf  ;   July  IG ;  Aug.  7,  11,  21,  27,  31  ;   iSept.  9,  30; 

Oct.  5,  19;  Nov.  29  ;  Nov.  4,  if,  20  ;  Dec-  5;  1779,  Jan'y  ^^,  15,  20; 

Mar.  7 ;   April  6. 

Mr.  Izard's,  Jan.  18;  Mar.  1,  1779,      hf    f 
]Vlr.  Lee,  Sept.  12,  21 ;  Oct.  15,  1778,  i  '^'^^st. 

Adieu  &  prosper 

J.  L. 

The  news  of  Wayne's  Coudnct  and  tlie  Success  of  C*  D'Estaing  ought 
to  serve  us  greatly  in  Europe.  The  first  establishes  a  military  Acquire- 
ment in  Discipline  that  has  been  supposed  not  to  exist  among  us.  The 
latter  will  have  boundless  Consequences. 

Mr.  D.  is  discharged  from  attending  further  on  Congress.* 


Congress — Deane's  Case.t 

August  10, 1779. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Fell, 

That  the  honorable  Silas  Deane,  esq.,  late  one  of  the  commissioners 
at  the  court  of  Versailles  and  political  and  commercial  agent,  bo  excused 
from  any  further  attendance  on  Congress,  in  order  that  he  may  settle 
his  accounts  without  delay,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchaut,  seconded  by  Mr.  McKeau,  the  words  "in 
order,"  etc.  to  the  end  were  struck  out. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holton,  the  word  "  excused  " 
was  struck  out  and  "  discharged"  inserted. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 

Now  Ila.npshire J  J} J;  J^^iSdy  !  i ! ! ! ! : ! ! ! !  Aye!  ^  ^^^'^ 

i  Mr.  Gerry Ayo.  ) 

Massachusetts  Bay ■?  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  /-Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holton Aye.  > 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Marchaut Aye.     Aye. 

Connecticut  ^  ^^^-  lI''»t'»Stou Aye.  ^  . 

Connecticut ^  ^j^.   3^^.^^.^,. A^.^.  ^  Aye. 


C  Mr.  Jay No.    ) 

New  York <  Mr.  Difane No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  Lewis No. 

(  Mr.  Scudder Aye. 

New  Jersey .-,..<  Mr.  Fell No. 

(  Mr.  Houston Aye. 


>Aye. 


*  See  prior  letters  of  Lovell  to  A.  Leo,  under  date  of  June  13,  July  17,  1779, 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  printed  secret  journals,  the  latter  beiu-r  inipeffect. 
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f  Mr.  Arnistiouft Aye.  ~1 

I  Mr.  Sbippeii Aye.  | 

Pennsylvauia <(  Mr.  Atlee Aye.  )  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Searle Aye.  | 

t Mr.  McLeue Aje. J 

I  Mr.  Dickinson No.     ) 

Delaware    ^  Mr.  Van  Dyke No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  McKean No.     ) 

,,       ,       ,  ^  Mr.  Carmichael No.     )^ 

Maryland ^  Mr.  Forbes No.    J^"' 

„.     .    .  ^  Mr.  .Smith No.     i^^ 

Virginia }  Mr.  Fleming No.     ^^"• 

!Mr.  Penn No.     ) 
Mr.  Haruet No.     >No. 
Mr.  Sbarpe Aye.  ) 

South  Carolina Mr.  Drayton No.      No. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  Silas  Deaue,  esq.,  late  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners at  the  court  of  Versailles  and  political  and  commercial  agent,  be 
discharged  from  any  further  attendance  ou  Congress. 


Florida  Blanca  to  Arthur  Lee.* 

[Translation.] 

Madrid,  August  0,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  duly  received  the  two  letters  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to 
write  to  me,  dated  the  7th  and  25th  of  June  last,  in  which  you  detail 
the  critical  circumstances  of  the  affairs  of  England  and  the  system 
which  you  think  suitable  for  the  powers  at  war  with  her  ;  and  on  this 
occasion  you  likewise  mention  some  points  relating  to  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  United  Provinces  of  America. 

I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  read  with  the  greatest  pleasure  your  very 
wise  and  prudent  retlections,  of  which  1  shall  make  a  suitable  use. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  the  perfect  respect 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Count  de  Florida  Blanca. 


Congress— Proceedings   as   to   the   Conditions    of   Pacification,  and  particu- 
larly as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.! 

[For  prior  proceeding.s,  see  siq>ra,  August;!,  o,  177^.] 

August  7,  1779. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proposition  under  debate 
on  the  5th  ;  and  the  same  as  amended  being  set  aside  by  the  previous 
question,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke, 

*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  564.  *" 

t  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Cougressj  compariug  printed  journals. 
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that  if,  contrary  to  the  humane  wishes  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain 
should  obstinately  persist  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  unjust  war, 
the  minister  of  these  United  States  be  empowered  and  directed  to  solicit 
a  sub3idy  from  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  to  consult  with  the  ministers 
of  the  said  king-  and  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  with  them  pre- 
pare such  article  or  articles  of  treaty  as  the  situation  and  conjunction 
of  affairs  may  render  necessary,  and  transmit  the  same  to  Congress  for 
their  consideration. 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris,  to  strikeout  the  words  "and  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and 
with  them  prepare  such  article  or  articles  as  the  situation  may  render 
necessary,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  on  the  consideration  which 
he  may  be  willing-  to  receive  from  the  United  States  in  return  for  such 
subsidy,"  and  on  the  question,  Shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck  out 
stand !  the  vote  iiassed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  moved  be  inserted?  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Peabotly No.      No. 

Massachusetts  Bav \  ¥j-  ?®^7 ^I°-     U^o. 

^  Mv.  Iloltoa ^o.    ^ 


S  Mr.  Marchant No. 

I  Mr.  Collius No. 

<i  Mr.  Hutitiugton Aye.  )  . 

\  Mr.  Speucer Aye.  5^^*^' 


Kuocle  Island s  i\r..   n^u:,.,,  XT„     >No 

Connecticut 


(  Mr.  Jay Aye.  i 

New  York •?  Mr.  Morris Aye.  ? Aye. 

(  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  ) 

(  Air.  8cudder Aye.  ) 

New  Jersey s  Mr.  Fell Aye.  [-Aye. 

(  Mr.  Houston Aye.  ) 

(Mr.  Shippeu Aye.^j 
Mr.  Atlee Ave.  {  . 
Ai     AT   I  1      1  a'       > Aye. 

Mr.  Muulenberj; Aye.  (     •' 
Mr.  McLeuo Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  McKeau Aye.     Aye. 

■nf       ,      1  (  Mr.  Carmicbael Aye.  )  . 

^^■•^^y^'^^'^ 5  Mr.  Forbes Aye.  r^«- 

i  Mr.  Smith Aye.  ) 

Virginia s  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  >  . 

(  Mr.  Eandolph Aye.  )^^^- 

plr.  Peun Aye.^ 

T.T     .1   ri       T  I  Mr.  Harnet Ave.  I   .„„ 

North  Carolina ^  ^^^.   „ ,^^.j^^ j^y^   \  Aye. 

^Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  J 

i  Mr.  Laurens Aye.  ) 

South  Carolina -]  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  /-Aye. 

(  Mr.  Uray ton Aye.  ) 

So  it  was  resolved  iu  the  affirmative.* 

*For  further  action,  see  infra,  Aug.  13, 1770, 
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A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs." 

Paris,  August  10,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  Not  being  permitted  to  know  whether  there  is  jiny 
certain  opportunity  of  writing,  I  must  send  you  by  every  jirobable  way 
an  account  of  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  which  is  extremely  in- 
teresting. 

After  a  long  delay,  through  unfavorable  winds,  the  Spanish  and 
French  fleets  joined  off  Cape  Finisterre  the  'J6th  of  last  month.  On 
the  0th  of  this  they  were  off  Ushant,  making  for  the  English  channel. 
A  courier  that  arrived  yesterday  left  them  in  the  same  position,  with 
the  wind  contrary,  on  the  7th.  The  combined  fleet  consists  of  fifty 
ships  of  the  line,  with  thirty-odd  frigates,  bombs,  and  fire-ships,  under 
the  command  of  the  Count  d'Orvilliers.  The  Spanish  and  French  ships 
are  mixed  together,  the  former  twenty  and  the  latter  thirty.  Don  Car- 
dova  commands  a  separate  fleet  of  sixteen  Spanish  ships  of  the  line, 
which  attends  the  grand  combined  fleet  as  a  corps  de  reserve.  Don  Ulloa 
cruises  off  the  Canaries  with  four  of  the  line,  and  six  more  block  up  the 
Bay  of  Gibraltar,  while  a  Spanish  army  invests  the  town  by  land. 

Between  thirty  and  forty  thousand  French  troops  are  ready  to  em- 
bark at  Havre  de  Grace  and  at  St.  Malo  to  invade  England  the  moment 
the  combined  fleet  appears  to  protect  them.  Besides  this,  large  corps 
of  troops  are  assembled  at  Brest  and  Dunkirk,  and  transports  prepar- 
ing for  them,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  to  support  the  others,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigency  of  events  and  the  place  where  they  land. 

The  West  India  fleet  and  that  from  the  Baltic  got  safe  into  the 
English  ports  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  sail  the  first  of  this 
month.  This  may  enable  them  in  a  few  weeks  to  add  ten  sail  to  their 
grand  fleet,  which  at  present  consists  of  thirty-five  sail,  under  Sir  Charles 
Hardy,  and  is  retiring  up  the  channel.  But  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will 
feel  some  decisive  blow  before  that  augmentation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  August  11,  1779. 
Sir:  It  is  with  tlie  greatest  regret  that  I  learn  that  the  attempt 
made  at  Martinique  to  obtain  military  stores  has  been  fruitless.  You 
will  see  the  reasons  of  it  in  the  letter  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you.  l!^othing  but  the  impossibility  of  the 
thing  could  prevent  the  servants  of  the  king  from  rendering  all  possi- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  565. 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev,  Corr.,  635. 
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ble  services  to  the  Aui^^rican  cause  and  compel  tliem  to  delay  comply- 
ing with  the  requests  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  yonr   most 
humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Gerard. 


Adams  to  Lovell.* 

Braintree,  Auf/ust  13,  1779. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Since  I  have  had  opportunity  to  converse  a  little  in 
this  country  and  to  read  a  few  gazettes  I  find  that  questions  have 
been  agitated  here  in  the  newspapers  and  in  private  circles,  as  well  as 
in  Congress,  concerning  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Vergennes  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  which  seem  to  make  it  necessarv  that  I  should  send 
the  enclosed  copies.t  You  can  judge  better  than  I  whether  it  will  be 
of  any  public  utility  to  lay  them  before  Congress.  My  first  letter  and 
his  excellency's  answer  1  can  see  no  objection  to  laying  before  Con- 
gress ;  but  as  the  rest  contain  little  else  besides  mutual  compliments, 
perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  to  conceal  them.  I  submit  the  whole,  how- 
ever, to  your  discretion, 

And  am,  with  much  esteem,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Congress — Proceedings    as  to  the    Conditions    of  Pacification,   and  particu- 
larly as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.} 

[For  prior  action,  see  supra,  August  7,  1779.] 

August  13,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for  the  minister 

plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  be  ai)i)ointed  for  negotiating  a 

I)eace  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  taken   into  consideration  and 

debated  by  paragraphs. 

August  14,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  instructions  to  the 
minister  to  be  appointed  for  negotiating  a  peace  and  unanimously 
agreed  to  the  following 

draft  of  instructions  to  the  commissioner  to  be  appointed 

TO  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  great  BRITAIN. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission  giving  you  full  power 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain;  in  doing  which  you 
will  conform  to  the  following  information  and  instructions  : 

1.  The  United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  of  peace,  and  wish  by 
every  means  consistent  with  their  dignity  and  safety  to  spare  the  fur- 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  598. 

t  See  these  letters  uiid.-r  dates  of  P'eb.  10,  21,  and  27,  1779. 

X  MSS.secret  journals  of  Cougress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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ther  effusion  of  blood.  They  have,  therefore,  by  your  commission  and 
their  instructions  labored  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  that  event  before 
the  enemy  have  evidenced  their  disposition  for  it.  But  as  the  great 
object  of  the  present  defensive  war  on  the  part  of  the  allies  is  to  estab- 
lish the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  as  any  treaty  whereby 
this  end  can  not  be  obtained  must  be  only  ostensible  and  illusory,  you 
are  therefore  to  make  it  a  preliminary  article  to  any  negotiation — 

That  Great  Britain  shall  agree  to  treat  with  the  United  States  as 
sovereign,  free,  and  independent. 

2.  You  shall  take  especial  care  also  that  the  independence  of  the  said 
States  be  effectually  assured  and  confirmed  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  of 
peace,  according  to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his 
most  Christian  majesty ;  and  you  shall  not  agree  to  such  treaty  or 
treaties  unless  the  same  be  thereby  so  assured  and  confirmed. 

3.  The  boundaries  of  these  States  are  as  follows,  viz :  These  States 
are  bounded  north  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  northwest  angle  of 
Nova  Scotia  along  the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  northwesternmost  head  of  the  Connecticut  Kiver ; 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
north  latitude;  thence  due  west  in  the  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north 
from  the  equator  to  the  northwesternmost  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
or  Cadarqui ;  thence  straight  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  Nipissing;  and 
thence  straight  to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi.  West  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source  to 
where  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. South  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the 
line  last  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  from  the 
equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Catahouchi ;  thence 
along  the  middle  thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  River;  thence 
straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  Eiver;  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  Eiver  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  And  east  by  a  line 
to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  St.  John's  River  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shore  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between 
lines  to  oe  drawn  dueeast  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries 
between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  i)art  and  East  Florida  on  the  other 
part  shall,  respectively,  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  and  Atlantic  Ocean. 
You  are  therefore  strongly  to  contend  that  the  whole  of  the  said  coun- 
tries and  islands  lying  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  every  cita- 
del, fort,  post,  place,  harbor,  and  road  to  them  belonging  be  absolutely 
evacuated  by  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong 
in  such  situation  as  they  may  be  at  the  termination  of  the  war.  But 
notwithstanding  the  clear  right  of  these  States  and  the  importance  of 
the  object,  yet  they  are  so  much  iufluenced  by  the  dictates  of  religion 
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and  humanity,  and  so  desirous  of  complying  with  the  earnest  requests 
of  their  allies,  that  if  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lake 
Nipissiug  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  can  not  be  obtained  without 
continuing  the  war  for  that  purpose,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to 
agree  to  some  other  line  between  that  point  and  the  river  Mississippi, 
provided  the  same  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  to  the  southward  of  lati- 
tude forty-five  degrees  north.  And  in  like  manner,  if  the  eastern  boun- 
dary above  described  can  not  be  obtained,  you  are  hereby  empowered 
to  agree  that  the  same  shall  be  afterwards  adjusted  by  commissioners 
to  be  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  according  to  such  line  as  shall 
be  by  them  settled  and  agreed  upon  as  the  boundary  between  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the  Province  of  Maine, 
and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  their  respective  rights ; 
and  you  may  also  consent  that  the  enemy  shall  destroy  such  fortifica- 
tions as  they  may  have  erected. 

4.  Although  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  peace  and  commerce 
of  the  United  States  that  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  should  be  ceded,  and 
more  particularly  that  their  equal  common  right  to  the  fisheries  should 
be  guarantied  to  them,  yet  a  desire  of  terminating  the  war  hath  in- 
duced us  not  to  make  the  acquisition  of  these  objects  an  ultimatum  on 
the  present  occasion. 

5.  You  are  empowered  to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during 
the  negotiation,  i)rovided  our  ally  shall  consent  to  the  same,  and  pro- 
vided it  shall  be  stipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be  im- 
mediately withdrawn  from  the  United  States. 

G.  In  all  other  matters  not  above  mentioned  you  are  to  govern  your- 
self by  the  alliance  between  his  most  (christian  majesty  and  these  States, 
by  the  advice  of  our  allies,  by  your  knowledge  of  our  interests,  and  by 
your  own  discretion,  in  which  we  repose  the  fullest  confidence. 

In  debating  the  preliminary  article  on  Friday,  the  13th,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Randolph,  after  the  words  "as 
sovereign,  free,  and  independent"  to  add,  "if  an  express  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  said  independence  shall  be  absolutely  refused  by  the  king 
of  Great  Britain."  And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Burke, 

„       „  ,.  (  Mr.  Whipple No,    ?-j^ 

New  Hauipslme j  Mr.  Peabody No.    l^"' 

(  Mr.  Gerry No.    ) 

MassaclinsettsBay <  Mr.  Lovell Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holtoii Aye.  > 

„,     ,    T  1      1  (  Mr.  Marchaut No.    )-^ 

Rbodelsland j  j^Ir.  Collins No.    T 

SMr.  Huntingtou No.     ) 
Mr.  Spencer No.     >No. 
Mr.  Root No.     ^ 


Conueeticnt 

Mr.  Jay No. 

New  York <  Mr.  Morris No. 

Mr.  Lewis No. 


VNo. 
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t  Mr.  Scudder No.    ) 

New  Jersey <  Mr.  Fell No.    VNo. 

(  Mr.  Hoiistou Aye.  ) 


rMr.  Atlee No.  'j 

„  ,        .  I  Mr.  Se.iile No.    t,^ 

Peuusylvau.a -^  Mr.  Muhlenberg No.    p«- 

l^Mr.  Wynkoop No.   J 

Delaware Mr.  McKeaii No.   ..No. 

.,       ,      1  <  Mr.  Carinichael ^.ye.  >    . 

M=«Tland J  Mr.  Forbes Aye.  ^  ^y®' 

Mr.  Smith No. 


V^irgiuia <  Mr.  FleiniiiL!, No.     VNo. 


.No.     ) 

, --^ ---No.    [] 

(  Mr.  Kaudolpli Aye.  ) 

rMr.  H.arnet Aye.^ 

,,     ,,   ^       T  J  Mr.  Kiirke Aye.  I   . 

North  Carolina ^  ^^^.   j_^^^^^^  Aye.  f  ^y^' 

l^Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  J 

„      ,,   ^       T  (  Mr.  Lanreus No.    )^ 

South  Carolina.. j  Mr.  Mathews No.    ^^'^• 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  likewise  agreed  to  the  following  draft  of  instructions  to 
the  commissioners  to  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain : 

Sm:  Yon  will  herewith  receive  a  commission  giving  you  full  power 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  in  doing  which 
you  will  consider  yourself  bound  by  the  following  information  and 
instructions : 

1.  You  will  govern  yourself  principally  by  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  his  most  Christian  majesty ;  and  as  on  the  one  hand  you  shall 
grant  no  privilege  to  Great  Britain  not  granted  by  that  treaty  to  France, 
80  on  the  other  you  shall  not  consent  to  any  peculiar  restrictions  or 
limitations  whatever  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  In  order  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  act  with  propriety  on 
this  occasion  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  know  that  we  have  determined — 
(1)  That  the  common  right  of  fishing  shall  in  no  case  be  given  up;  (2) 
That  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  all  these  United  States  that  the 
inhabitants  thereof  at  the  expiration  of  the  war  should  continue  to 
enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  common  right  to  fish 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas 
of  North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the  treaties  between  France 
and  the  said  States ;  (3)  That  application  shall  be  made  to  his  most 
Christian  majesty  to  agree  to  some  article  or  articles  for  the  better 
securing  to  these  States  a  share  in  the  said  fisheries ;  (4)  That  if  after 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  she  shall  molest  the  citizens  or 
inhabitants  of  any  of  the  United  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  and 
places  hereinafter  described,  such  molestation  being  in  our  opinion  a 
direct  violation  and  breach  of  the  peace,  shall  be  a  common  cause  of 
the  said  States,  and  the  force  of  the  Union  be  exerted  to  obtain  redress 
for  the  parties  injured  ;  and  (5)  That  our  faith  be  pledged  to  the  several 
States  that  without  their  unaniuious  consent  no  treaty  of  commerce 
shall  be  entered  into  nor  any  trade  or  commerce  carried  on  with  Great 
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Britain  without  the  explicit  stipulation  hereinafter  mentioned.  You 
are  therefore  not  to  consent  to  any  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  her  part  not  to  molest  or  dis- 
turb the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  taking  fish  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American  seas 
anywhere  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the  shores 
of  the  territories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the  war  if  a 
nearer  distance  can  not  be  obtained  by  negotiation.  And  in  the  nego- 
tiation you  are  to  exert  your  most  strenuous  endeavors  to  obtain  a  nearer 
distance  to  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  particularly  along  the  shores 
of  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  which  latter  we  are  desirous  that  even  the  shores 
may  be  occasionally  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  fisheries  by 
the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

3.  In  all  other  matters  you  are  to  govern  yourself  by  your  own  dis- 
cretion as  shall  be  most  for  the  interest  of  these  States,  taking  care  that 
the  said  treaty  be  founded  on  j^rinciples  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  so 
as  to  conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations,  but  not  to  the 
exclusion  of  others. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  above  draft  of  instructions,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scudder, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Peabody No.      No. 

Massachusetts  Bay |  JjJ;  HolitonV.V." .'.'". ".'.'. '.Aye.'  l^^^' 

„,     ,    T  1      1  ^  Mr.  Marchaut Aye.  ^,. 

Rhode  Island j  j^I,._  ^ollius No.    S 

„  ,.      .  (  Mr.  Spencer ^J^-  I  Xxtp 

Connecticut j  ^j^.   jf^^j^ ^ye.  ^Aye. 

V       V     1  ^  Mr.  Jay ^^^-  I  ^^r(, 

New  York J  Mr.  Morris ...Aye.  S^^^' 

(  Mr.  Scudder No.    („ 

New  Jersey j  Mr.  Houston Aye.  T" 

Pennsylvania Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.     Aye. 

„       ,      ,  (  Mr.  Carmichael No.    if^ 

Maryland j  Mr.  Forbes No.    S 

(  Mr.  Smith No.    ) 

Vir'^inia ^  Mr.  Fleming No.    >No. 

(  Mr.  Randolph No.    > 

i  Mr.  Penn Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina -^  Mr   Harnet Aye.  VAye. 

(  Mr.  Hewes Aye.  > 

South  Carolina Mr.  Mathews No.      No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  further  agreed  to  the  following  draft  of  instructions  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France: 

Sir  :  Having  determined,  in  order  put  a  period  to  the  present  war 
conformably  to  the  humane  dispositions  which  sway  the  allied  powers 
that  we  would  not  insist  on  a  direct  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain 
of  our  right  in  the  fisheries,  this  important  matter  is  liable  to  an 
incertitude  which  may  be  dangerous  to  the  political  and  economical 
interests  of  the  United  States,  we  have  therefore  agreed  and  resolved— 
That  our  right  should  in  no  case  be  given  up ;  that  we  would  not  form 
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any  treaty  of  commerce  witli  Great  Britain  nor  carry  on  any  trade  or 
commerce  whatsoever  with  her  unless  she  shall  make  an  express  stipu- 
lation on  that  subject;  and  that  if  she  shall  after  a  treaty  of  peace  dis- 
turb the  inhabitants  of  these  States  in  the  exercise  of  it  we  will  make 
it  a  common  cause  to  obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  precautions,  as  Great  Britain  may  again  light  up  the 
flames  of  war  and  use  our  exercise  of  the  fisheries  as  her  pretext,  and 
since  some  doubts  may  arise  whether  this  object  is  so  effectually 
guarded  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  most  Christian  majesty  that 
any  molestation  therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  considered 
as  a  casus  foederis^  you  are  to  endeavor  to  obtain  of  his  majesty  an  ex- 
planation on  tliat  subject,  upon  the  principle  that,  uotwithstandino- the 
high  confidence  reposed  in  his  wisdom  and  justice,  yet  considering  the 
uncertainty  of  human  affairs  and  how  doubts  [may]  be  afterwards 
raised  in  the  breasts  of  his  royal  successors,  the  great  im])ortance  of  the 
fisheries  renders  the  citizens  of  these  States  very  solicitous  to  obtain 
his  majesty's  sense  with  relation  to  them,  as  the  best  security  against 
the  ambition  and  rapacity  of  the  British  court.  For  this  purpose  you 
will  propose  the  following  article,  in  which  nevertheless  such  alterations 
may  be  made  as  the  circumstances  and  situation  of  affairs  shall  render 
convenient  and  proper.  Should  the  same  be  agreed  to  and  executed, 
you  are  immediately  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  our  minister  at  the 
court  ot  Spain. 

"  Whereas  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  mostChristian  king 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America  the  two  parties  guaranty 
mutually  from  that  time  and  for  ever  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit: 
The  United  States  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  possessions  then 
appertaining  to  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  those  which 
it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of  peace;  and  his  most  Christian 
majesty  guaranties  on  his  part  to  the  United  States  their  liberty,  sov- 
ereignty, aiul  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  nmtters 
of  government  as  commerce,  and  also  their  possessions  and  the  additions 
or  conquests  that  their  Confederation  might  obtain  during  the  war 
according  to  the  said  treaty;  and  the  said  parties  did  further  agree 
and  declare  that  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the 
said  reciprocal  guaranty  should  have  its  full  force  and  effect  the  moment 
such  war  should  break  out:  And  whereas  doubts  may  hereafter  arise 
how  far  the  said  guaranty  extends  to  this  case,  to  wit,  that  Great 
Britain  should  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  France 
or  of  the  said  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and 
other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of  North  America  formerly  and  usually 
frequented  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants,  respectively;  and  whereas 
the  said  king  and  the  United  States  have  thought  proper  to  determine 
with  precision  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  guaranty  in 
this  respect,  now,  therefore,  as  a  further  demonstration  of  their  mutual 
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good  Tvill  and  affection,  it  is  hereby  agreed,  concluded,  and  determined 
as  follows,  to  wit :  That  if  after  the  coucliision  of  the  treaty  or  treaties 
which  shall  terminate  the  present  war.  Great  Britain  shall  molest  or 
disturb  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  in  taking 
fish  on  the  banks,  seas,  and  places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by 
them,  so  as  not  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  which  may  remain 
to  her  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war  as  aforesaid,  and  war 
should  thereupon  break  out  between  the  said  United  States  and  Great 
Britain;  or  if  Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  France  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks,  seas,  and  places  for- 
merly used  and  frequented  by  them,  so  as  not  to  encroach  on  the  terri- 
torial rights  of  Great  Britain,  as  aforesaid,  and  war  should  thereupon 
break  out  between  France  and  Great  Britain;  in  either  of  those  cases 
of  war,  as  aforesaid,  his  most  Christian  majesty  an<l  the  said  United 
States  shall  make  it  a  common  cause,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with 
their  good  offices,  their  counsels,  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  conjunctures,  as  becomes  good  and  faithful  allies:  Provided 
always,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  understood  as 
contrary  to  or  inconsistent  with  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
treaties  already  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the 
said  States,  but  the  same  shall  be  taken  and  understood  as  explanatory 
of  and  conformable  to  those  treaties." 

And,  debating  these  instructions  by  paragraphs,  when  the  (juestion 
was  about  to  be  put  to  agree  to  this  clause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampsliire Mr.  Pe.ibody Aye.     Aye. 

Massachusetts  Ba v \  W""-  ^^Yf " ^^«-  I  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Holtou Aye.  )     •> 

T.1 i„  T  i„„  1  ^  Mr.  Marcbant Ave.  }  , 

Rhode  Island ^  Mr.  Collius Aye.  P^^- 

Couuectlcnt !  ^J'"- |PT'' a '''•  !  Aye. 

^  Mr.  Koot Aye.  5     •' 

New  York  ^  ^^^-  -^^^ '^•^*^-  ^  Ave 

^^'^   *"^'^ ••--  }  Mr.  Morris Aye.  S^ 

XT       T  ^  M'"-  Scudder Aye.  )  . 

New  Jersey .^  j^j,.   Honstoii Aye.  \  ^^y«- 

Pennsylvania Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.     Aye. 

•  r       1      1  ^  Mr.  Carniichael Ave.  )  , 

Maryland <  »f„    l^.i     .  »'       >Aye. 

^  Mr.  lorbes Aye.  )     • 

C  Mr.  Smith No.     ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Fleming No.     >No. 

(  Mr.  Kandolpli No.     ) 

North  Carolina Mr.  Ilaruct No.       No. 

South  Carolina Mr.  Mathews Aye.     Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative.* 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  Sept.  9,  1779. 
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A.  Lee  to  Franklin.* 

Paris,  Augmt  14,  1779. 
Sir  :  A  decent  time  having  now  elapsed  since  the  declaration  of  his 
Catholic  majesty  against  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  it  seems  proper  to 
apply  to  the  Spanish  conrt  to  know  whether  they  are  inclined  to  enter 
into  the  alliance  which  Congress  have  agreed  to.  At  the  same  time,  it 
appears  to  me  that  to  ask  Count  de  Vergennes'  opinion  of  such  a  step, 
before  I  take  it,  would  be  an  agreeable  and  useful  mark  of  confidence 
in  this  court.  But  as  I  think  such  an  application  can  not  with  ])ropriety 
be  made  to  his  excellency  by  any  one  but  you  as  minister  here,  I  must 
beg  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  consulting  Count  de  Vergennes  both 
upon  the  ])ropriety  and  manner  of  my  applying  upon  this  subject  to  the 
court  of  Spain,  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to 
me  his  opinion.  I  would  very  willingly  apply  myself,  were  I  not  per- 
suaded that  it  would  bo  a  trespass  against  the  deference  due  to  your 
situation,  and  that  the  observance  of  this  order  in  our  proceedings  will 
contribute  to  the  attainment  of  the  ])ublic  object  I  have  in  view. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Congress,  t 
INSTRUCTIONS   FOR  A   TREATY   OF   PEACE   WITH   GREAT   ERITA1N.| 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  giving  you  full  power 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain;  in  doing  which  you 
will  conform  to  the  following  information  and  instructions: 

1.  The  United  States  are  sincerely  desirous  of  peace,  and  wish  by 
every  means  consistent  with  their  dignity  and  safety  to  spare  the  fur- 
ther eflusion  of  blood.  They  have,  therefore,  by  your  commission  and 
these  instructions,  labored  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  that  event  before 
the  enemy  have  evidenced  their  disposition  for  it.  But  as  the  great 
object  of  the  present  defensive  war  on  the  part  of  the  allies  is  to  establish 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  and  as  any  treaty  whereby  this 
end  can  not  be  obtained  must  be  only  ostensible  and  illusory,  you  are 
therefore  to  make  it  a  preliminary  article  to  any  negotiation  that  Great 
Britain  shall  agree  to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  sovereign,  free, 
and  independent. 

2.  You  shall  take  especial  care  also  that  the  independence  of  the  said 
States  be  effectually  assured  and  confirmed  hy  the  treaty  or  treaties  of 

*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  5GG. 

t  MSS.  secret  jonruals,  of  Congres.s,  Dep.  of  State  ;  printed  joiirnal.s  ;  2  Spark's  Dip. 
Rev.  Corr.,  G08. 

I  These  instructions,  anil  tho.se  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  which  follow,  were  agreed 
to  unanimously  in  Congre.ss  on  the  14th  of  Aug.,  nearly  six  weeks  before  tlio  min- 
ister was  chosen.     They  were  drawn  up  by  Gouverneur  Morris. — Sparks. 
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peace  accordiug  to  the  fprin  aud  effect  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
his  most  Christian  majesty ;  and  you  shall  not  agree  to  such  treaty  or 
treaties  unless  the  same  be  thereby  so  assured  aud  confirmed. 

3.  The  boundaries  of  these  States  are  as  follows,  viz :  These  States 
are  bounded  north  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  uorthwest  angle  of 
ifova  Scotia  along  the  highlands  which  divide  those  rivers  which  empty 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  northwesterumost  head  of  Connecticut  River; 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
north  latitude ;  thence  due  west  in  the  latitude  of  forty-five  degrees  north 
from  the  equator  to  the  northwesterumost  side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence 
or  Cadaraqui;  thence  straight  to  the  south  end  of  Kepissing;  and 
thence  straight  to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi.  West  by  a  line  to 
be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi  from  its  source  to 
where  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude. South  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the 
line  last  mentioned  iu  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees  north  from  the 
equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Appalachicola,  or  Catahouchi ;  thence 
along  the  middle  therof  to  its  juuction  with  th«  Flint  River;  thence 
straight  to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  River;  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  St.  Mary's  River  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  And  east  by  a  line  to 
be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  St.  John's  River  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy ;  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the  United  States  and  lying  be- 
tween lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid 
boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part  and  East  Florida  on 
the  other  part  shall  respectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fundy  on  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  You  are  therefore  strongly  to  contend  that  the  whole  of  the  said 
countries  and  islands  lying  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  every 
citadel,  fort,  post,  place,  harbor,  aud  road  to  them  belonging  be  abso- 
lutely evacuated  by  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannic  majesty  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong 
in  such  situation  as  they  may  be  at  the  termination  of  the  war.  But 
notwithstanding  the  clear  right  of  these  States  and  the  importance  of 
the  object,  yet  they  are  so  much  influenced  by  the  dictates  of  religion 
aud  humanity,  and  so  desirous  of  complying  Avith  the  earnest  request  of 
their  allies,  that  if  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  lake 
Nepissing  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  can  not  be  obtained  without 
continuing  the  war  for  that  purpose,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to 
agree  to  some  other  line  between  that  point  aud  the  river  Mississippi, 
provided  the  same  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  to  the  southward  of  lati- 
tude forty-five  degrees  north.  And  in  like  mannner,  if  the  eastern 
boundary  above  described  can  not  be  obtained,  you  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  agree  that  the  same  shall  be  afterwards  adjusted  by  commis- 
sioners to  be  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose  according  to  such  line 
as  shall  be  by  them  settled  and  agreed  on  as  the  boundary  between  that 
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part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the  Province 
of  Maine,  and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to  their  respective 
rights ;  and  you  may  also  consent  that  the  enemy  shall  destroy  such 
fortifications  as  they  may  have  erected. 

4.  Although  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  peace  and  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  that  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  should  be 
ceded,  and  more  particularly  that  their  equal  common  right  to  the  fish- 
eries should  be  guarantied  to  them,  yet  a  desire  of  terminating  the 
war  has  induced  us  not  to  make  the  acquisition  of  these  objects  an 
ultimatum  on  the  present  occasion. 

5.  You  are  empowered  to  agree  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  during 
the  negotiation,  provided  our  ally  shall  consent  to  the  same,  and  pro- 
vided it  shall  be  stipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  shall  be 
immediately  withdrawn  from  the  United  States. 

G.  In  all  other  matters  not  above  mentioned  you  are  to  govern  your- 
self by  the  alliance  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  these 
States,  by  the  advice  of  our  allies,  by  your  knowledge  of  our  interests, 
and  by  your  own  discretion,  in  which  we  repose  the  fullest  confidence. 

INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  A   TREATY  OF   COMMERCE   WITH   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  a  couimission,  giving  you  fall  power 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  ^  in  doing  which, 
you  will  consider  yourself  bound  by  the  following  information  and  in- 
structions : 

1.  You  will  govern  yourself  i)rincipally  by  the  treaty  of  commerce 
with  his  most  Christian  majesty ;  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  you  shall 
grant  no  privilege  to  Great  Britain  not  granted  by  that  treaty  to 
France,  so,  on  the  other,  you  shall  not  consent  to  any  peculiar  restric- 
tions or  limitations  whatever  in  favor  of  Great  Britain. 

2.  In  order  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  act  with  propriety  on 
this  occasion,  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  knov/  that  we  have  determined, 

(1)  That  the  common  right  of  fishing  shall  in  no  case  be  given  up; 

(2)  That  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  all  these  United  States  that 
the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  should  continue  to 
enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  common  right  to  fish 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas 
of  North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the  treaties  between  France 
and  the  said  States;  (3)  That  application  shall  be  made  to  his  most 
Christian  majesty  to  agree  to  some  article  or  articles  for  the  better 
securing  to  these  States  a  share  iu  the  said  fisheries;  (4)  That  if, 
after  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  she  shall  molest  the  citizens 
or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  United  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks 
and  places  hereinafter  described,  such  molestation  being  in  our  opinion 
a  direct  violation  and  breach  of  the  peace,  shall  be  a  common  cause  of 
the  said  States,  and  the  force  of  the  Union  be  exerted  to  obtain  redress 
for  the  parties  injured;   and  (5)  That  our  faith  be  pledged  to  the 
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several  States  that  without  their  unanimous  consent  no  treaty  of  com- 
merce shall  be  entered  into,  nor  any  trade  or  commerce  carried  on  with 
Great  Britain,  without  the  explicit  stipulation  hereinafter  mentioned. 
You  are  therefore  not  to  consent  to  any  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Britain  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  her  part  not  to  molest  or 
disturb  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  taking  fish 
on  tlie  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American 
seas  anywhere,  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the 
shores  of  the  territories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  if  a  nearer  distance  cannot  be  obtained  by  negotiation.  And  in 
the  negotiation  you  are  to  exert  your  most  strenuous  endeavors  to 
obtain  a  uearer  distance  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  particularly 
along  the  shores  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  which  latter  we  are  desirous 
that  even  the  shores  may  be  occasionally  used  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  the  fisheries  by  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

In  all  matters  you  are  to  govern  yourself  by  your  own  discretion,  as 
shall  be  most  for  the  interest  of  these  States,  taking  care  that  the  said 
treaty  be  founded  on  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  so  as  to 
conduce  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations,  but  not  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  others. 


Jay,  President  of  Congress — Instructions  to  Franklin.* 

In  Congress,  Augmt  14, 1779. 

Sir  :  Having  determined,  in  order  to  put  a  period  to  the  present  war, 
conformably  to  the  humane  dispositions  which  sway  the  allied  powers, 
that  we  would  not  insist  on  a  direct  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain 
of  our  right  in  the  fisheries,  this  important  matter  is  liable  to  an  incer- 
titude which  may  be  dangerous  to  the  political  and  commercial  interests 
of  the  United  States.  AVe  have  therefore  agreed  and  resolved  that  our 
right  should  in  no  case  be  given  up ;  that  we  would  not  form  any  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  nor  carry  on  any  trade  or  commerce 
whatsoever  with  her,  unless  she  shall  make  an  express  stipulation  on 
that  subject,  and  that  if  she  shall,  after  a  treaty  of  peace,  disturb  the 
inhabitants  of  these  States  in  the  exercise  of  it,  we  will  make  it  a  com- 
mon cause  to  obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  precautions,  as  Great  Britain  may  again 
light  up  the  flames  of  war,  and  use  our  exercise  of  the  fisheries  as  her 
pretext,  and  since  some  doubts  may  arise  whether  this  object  is  so 
efi'ectually  guarded  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  his  most  Christian 
majesty  that  any  molestation  therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is 
to  be  considered  as  a  casus  fwclms,  you  are  to  endeavor  to  obtain  of  his 
majesty  an  explanation  on  that  subject,  upon  the  principle  that,  not- 
withstanding the  high  confidence  reposed  in  his  wisdom  and  justice, 


2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  73. 


304  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

yet,  considering  the  uncertainty  of  liiiman  aftairs,  and  now  doubts  may 
be  afterwards  raised  in  the  breasts  of  liis  royal  successors,  tLe  great 
importance  of  tlie  fislieries  renders  the  citizens  of  these  States  very  so- 
licitous to  obtain  bis  majesty's  sense  with  relation  to  them  as  the  best 
security  against  the  ambition  and  rapacity  of  the  British  court.  For 
this  purpose  you  will  propose  the  following  article,  in  which,  neverthe- 
less, such  alterations  may  be  made  as  the  circumstances  and  situation 
of  affairs  shall  render  convenient  and  proper.  Sliouhl  the  same  be 
agreed  to  and  executed,  you  are  immediately  to  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
to  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Spain  : 

Whereas,  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most  Christian  king 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  the  two  parties  guaranty  mu- 
tually, from  that  time  and  forever,  against  all  other  i^owers,  to  wit: 
the  United  States  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  possessions  then 
appertaining  to  the  crown  of  France  in  America,  as  well  as  those  which 
it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty  of  peace;  and  his  most  Christian 
majesty  guaranties,  on  his  part,  to  the  United  States  their  liberty, 
sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  mat- 
ters of  government  as  commerce,  and  also  their  possessions,  and  tiie 
additions  or  conquests  that  their  Confederation  might  obtain  during  the 
war,  according  to  the  said  treaty ;  and  the  said  parties  did  further  agree 
and  declare  that,  in  case  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England, 
the  said  reciprocal  guaranty  shall  have  its  full  force  and  efl'ect  the 
moment  such  war  should  break  out.  And  whereas  doubts  may  hereaf- 
ter arise  how  far  the  said  guaranty  extends  to  this  case,  to  wit:  that 
Great  Britain  should  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of 
France,  or  of  the  said  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of  North  America,  formerly 
and  usually  frequented  by  their  subjects  and  inhabitants  respectively. 
And  whereas  the  said  king  and  the  United  States  have  thought  proper 
to  determine  with  precision  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
guaranty  in  this  respect : 

Now,  therefore,  as  a  further  demonstration  of  their  mutual  good-will 
and  affection,  it  is  hereby  agreed, concluded,  and  determined  as  follows, 
to  wit :  that  if,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  which 
shall  terminate  the  present  war.  Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb 
the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States  in  taking  fish  on 
the  baidis,  seas,  and  places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them,  so 
as  not  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  which  may  remain  to  her 
after  the  termination  of  the  i»resent  war  as  aforesaid,  and  war  should 
thereupon  break  out  between  the  said  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
or  if  Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of 
France  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks,  seas,  and  places  formerly  used  and  fre- 
quented by  them,  so  as  [not]  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  of  Great 
Britain  as  aforesaid,  and  war  should  thereupon  break  out  between  France 
and  Great  Britaiu  in  either  of  those  cases  of  war,  as  aforesaid,  his  most 
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Christian  majesty  aud  the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  common 
cause,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  offices,  their  coun- 
sels, and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigence  of  conjunctures,  as  be- 
comes good  and  faithful  allies ;  provided  always  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  taken  or  understood  as  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent 
with,  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  treaties  already  subsisting  be- 
tween his  most  Christian  majesty  aud  the  said  States ;  but  the  same 
shall  be  taken  and  understood  as  explanatory  of,  and  conformable  to, 
those  treaties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay, 

President. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Philadelphia,  August  IS,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  memorial, t  which  I  beg  of 
you  to  lay  before  Congress  as  early  as  may  be,  and  I  flatter  myself  it 
will  be  taken  under  their  consideration  as  soon  as  is  consistent  with 
the  other  important  affairs  before  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Silas  Deane.J 


Franklin  to  La  Fayette.^ 

Passy,  August  19,  1779. 
Dear  Sir:  1  have  Just  now  received  your  favor  of  the  17th.  I 
wrote  to  you  a  day  or  two  ago  and  have  little  to  add.  You  ask  my 
opinion  what  conduct  the  English  will  probably  hold  on  this  occasion, 
and  whether  they  will  not  rather  propose  a  negotiation  for  a  peace.  I 
have  but  one  rule  to  go  by  in  judging  of  those  people,  which  is,  that 
whatever  is  prudent  for  them  to  do  they  will  omit,  and  what  is  most 
imprudent  to  be  done  they  will  do  it.  This,  like  other  general  rules, 
may  sometimes  have  its  exceptions ;  but  I  think  it  will  hold  good  for 
the  most  part,  at  least  while  the  present  ministry  continues,  or  rather 
while  the  present  madman  has  the  choice  of  ministers. 


•MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  156. 

t  All  the  letters  writtep  hy  Mr.  Deane  from  10th  of  .Tnjy  to  18th  of  Dec,  1779, 
were  on  file  iu  the  secretary's  office  of  Congress,  and  taken  from  thence  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  them  recorded  with  his  other  letters  of  a  prior  and  subsequent  date, 
which  were  filed  in  the  office  for  foreign  aftairs,  except  the  memorial  mentioned  to  be 
enclosed  in  his  letter  of  18th  Aug.,  1779,  which  was  then  and  is  still  missing.— Mem- 
orandum in  Dep.  of  State ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  1.56. 

t  On  Sept.  4, 1779,  Mr.  Deane  again  applied  to  Congress  for  information  as  to  action 
on  his  memorial. 

f  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  434  ;  8  Sparks'  Franklin,  379, 
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You  desire  to  know  whether  I  am  satisfied  with  the  ministers  here? 
It  is  impossible  for  anybody  to  be  more  so.  I  see  they  exert  themselves 
greatly  in  the  common  cause,  and  do  everything  for  us  they  can.  We 
can  wish  for  nothing  more,  unless  our  great  want  of  money  should  make 
us  wish  for  a  subsidy,  to  enable  us  to  act  more  vigorously  in  expelling 
the  enemy  from  their  remaining  posts  and  reducing  Canada.  But  their 
own  expenses  are  so  great  that  I  can  not  press  such  an  addition  to  it. 
I  hope,  however,  that  we  shall  get  some  supplies  of  arms  and  aujmu- 
uition,  and  perhaps,  when  they  can  be  spared,  some  ships,  to  aid  in 
reducing  New  York  and  Khode  Island.  At  present  I  know  of  no  good 
opportunity  of  writing  to  America.  There  are  merchant  ships  continu- 
ally going,  but  they  are  very  uncertain  conveyances.  I  long  to  hear  of 
your  safe  arrival  in  England,  but  the  winds  are  adverse,  and  we  must 
have  patience. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect.  I  am,  ever,  etc., 

B.  Feanklin. 


Congress.* 

In  Congress,  August  23, 1779. 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member 
from  each  State,  be  appointed  to  congratulate  the  minister  of  France  on 
the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  his  most  Cbristian  majesty,  and  to 
assure  him  that  the  pleasure  which  we  feel  on  this  occasion  can  be  esti- 
mated by  those  only  who  have  a  just  sense  of  the  extensive  blessings 
which  many  nations  have  already  derived  from  his  wisdom,  justice, 
and  magnanimity,  and  of  the  prospect  of  general  happiness  to  mankind 
through  the  iutiueuce  of  his  majesty's  virtuous  exertions  and  glorious 
example. 


Gerard  to  the  Committee  of  Congress.* 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  August  23, 1779. 
Gentlemen  :  The  manner  in  which  Congress  are  pleased  to  express 
their  sentiments  on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the 
king,  my  master,  is  a  mark  of  their  friendship  and  respect  for  his 
majesty.  Your  expressions  are  truly  worthy  of  a  faithful  ally,  and  I 
dare  assure  you  that  the  account  which  I  shall  render  to  his  majesty  of 
them  will  be  in  the  highest  degree  agreeable  to  him. 

Gerard. 


'5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  636. 
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Franklin   to  La  Fayette." 

Passy,  August  2^,  mo. 
Sir  :  The  Congress,  sensible  of  your  merit  towards  the  United  States, 
but  unable  adequately  to  reward  it,  determined  to  present  you  with  a 
sword  as  a  small  mark  of  their  grateful  acknowledgment.  They  directed 
it  to  be  ornamented  with  suitable  devices.  Some  of  the  principal  ac- 
tions of  the  war,  in  which  you  distinguished  yourself  by  your  bravery 
and  conduct,  are  therefore  re]n'esented  upon  it.  These,  with  a.  few 
emblematic  tigures,  all  admirably  well  executed, make  its  principal  value. 
By  the  help  of  the  exquisite  artists  France  affords  I  find  it  easy  to 
express  everything  but  the  sense  we  have  of  your  worth  and  our  obli- 
gations to  you  ;  for  this,  tigures  and  even  words,  are  found  insufiicient. 
1  therefore  only  add  that,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

■  P.  S. — My  grandson  goes  to  Havre  with  the  sword  and  will  have  the 
honor  of  presenting  it  to  you. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  t 

Paris,  August  24,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  the  10th,  to  inform 
Congress  of  the  junction  of  the  Heets  of  France  and  Spain,  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  troops  and  ships  of  the  latter  for  the  blockade  of  Gibraltar 
and  the  security  of  their  commerce,  with  the  preparations  here  for  in- 
vading England.  Since  that,  adverse  winds  have  continually  kept  the 
combined  tieet  from  entering  the  channel,  and  of  course  the  embarka- 
tion for  the  invasion  waits  its  approach  and  protection. 

I  am  informed  and  believe  that  the  Empress  of  Eussia  has  offered  her 
mediation  between  the  belligerent  powers  in  Europe.  Her  partiality 
for  England  is  certain,  and  it  is  feared  that  from  a  partial  mediatrix 
she  may  become  a  powerful  ally,  and  draw  with  her  perhajjs  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  with  whom  she  is  upon  good  terms,  and  who  may  not 
think  it  to  their  interest  to  let  the  naval  power  of  the  house  of  Bourbon 
acquire  such  an  ascendency,  by  the  destruction  of  that  of  Great  Britain, 
as  will  destroy  the  balance  and  rivalship  in  Europe,  so  as  to  set  up  an 
unquestioned  sovereign  of  the  seas. 

Our  enemies  are  so  much  pressed  and  kept  in  check  at  present,  that 
I  do  not  see  a  possibility  of  their  sending  any  further  force  against  you 
for  the  uext  campaign,  nor  a  probability  of  their  being  able  to  continue 
that  which  is  already  at  New  York  and  Ehode  Island.  But  as  the 
interposition  of  other  powers  is  an  event  always  to  be  kept  in  view,  and 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  76;  6  Bigelow's  Fraoklin,  436. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  566,  with  verbal  changes. 
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that  interposition  will  not  only  render  the  issue  of  the  war  uncertain, 
but  ])lace  the  day  of  peace  far  distant,  I  can  not  help  signifying  my 
most  earnest  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  Congress  will  emi)loy  that  respite 
in  so  arranging  and  reforming  the  administration  of  the  public  finances, 
and  strengthening  the  country  both  by  sea  and  laud,  as  to  be  able  to 
maintain  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  in 
.spite  of  any  European  combination  that  may  be  formed  against  it. 

The  English  papers  tell  us  that  the  Count  (VUstalng,  of  ten  guns  and 
fourteen  swivels,  with  dispatches  from  Congress,  was  taken  the  14th 
«of  July,  oft"  Cape  Eiuisterre,  and  that  the  dispatches  fell  into  their 
ihands. 

The  uncertainty  of  what  will  be  the  final  resolution  of  Congress  re- 
garding me  ui)on  the  review  of  foreign  affairs,  and  after  all  the  licen- 
tious means  that  I  i^erceive  have  been  employed  to  injure  my  character, 
has  determined  me  to  await  their  ultimate  commands  at  this  place. 
These  will  cither  save  me  from  an  ineffectual  journey  to  Madiid,  or 
fortify  me  with  full  instructions,  and  a  reassurance  of  that  confidence 
which  it  has  been  the  endeavor  of  my  enemies  to  withdraw  from  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

August  26. 
P.  S. — The  combined  fleet  was  as  far  up  the  channel  as  Plymouth  on 
the  18th,  and  had  taken  the  Ardent,  of  sixty-four  guns.  This  being  a 
lu'oper  time  of  the  moon  for  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  it  is  proba- 
bly executing  at  this  moment,  and  our  enemies  will  soon  taste  of  those 
miseries  which  they  have  so  wantonly  visited  upon  us. 


La  Fayette  to  Franklin." 

Havre,  August  29,  1779. 

Sir:  Whatever  expectations  might  have  been  raised  from  the  sense 
<of  past  favors,  the  goodness  of  the  United  States  for  me  has  ever  been 
.such,  that  on  every  occasion  it  far  surpasses  any  idea  I  could  have  con- 
ceived. A  new  proof  of  that  flattering  truth  I  find  in  the  noble  ]>resent 
which  Congress  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with,  and  which  is  of- 
fered in  such  a  manner  by  your  excellency  as  will  exceed  any  thing 
but  the  feelings  of  my  unbounded  gratitude. 

In  some  of  the  devices  I  can  not  help  finding  too  honorable  a  reward 
for  those  slight  services  which,  in  concert  with  my  fellow  soldiers,  and 
under  the  godlike  American  hero's  orders,  I  had  the  good  luck  to  render, 
The  sight  of  these  actions,  where  I  was  a  witness  of  American  bravery 
and  patriotic  spirit,  I  shall  ever  enjoy  with  that  pleasure  which  becomes 

•MSS.  Dep.  Qf  St^,te;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  76;  6  liigelow's  Franklin,  437. 
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a  heart  glowing  with  love  for  tbe  nation  and  the,  most  ardent  zeal  for 
their  glory  and  happiness.  Assurances  of  gratitude,  which  I  beg  leave 
to  present  to  your  excellency,  are  much  too  inadequate  to  my  feelings, 
and  nothing  but  those  sentiments  may  properly  acknowledge  your  kind- 
ness towards  me.  The  polite  manner  in  which  Mr.  Franklin  was  pleased. 
to  deliver  that  inestimable  sword  lays  me  under  great  obligations  to* 
him  and  demands  my  particular  thanks. 

With  the  most  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

La  Fayette. 


Chauniont  to  Dumas. 

Passy,  September  2,  1770. 

Sir  :  I  desire  you  may  repair  immediately  to  Amsterdam,  to  render- 
all  the  services  that  may  depend  on  you  to  a  sipiadron  under  command 
of  Mr.  Jones,  bearing  the  American  tl:ig,  which  is  bound  to  the  Texel. 

The  vessels  which  compose  this  squadron  are: 

Guns. 

Bon  Homme  Ricliard Captain  Jones....  42 

Alliance Captain  Laudais  ..  36 

Pj^l]jjg Captain  Cottineau  30 

Cgrf Captain  Varages  .  18 

yej,.Teauce Captain  Ricot 12 

Vessels  which  may  have  joined  : 

Monsieur Captain 40 

Grandvillo Captain 12 

Mifflin Captain 22 

It  is  necessary  that  you  require  of  the  commandants  of  these  vessels: 
the  greatest  circumspection  not  to  offend  the  Dutch  and  not  to  ali'ord 
subject  for  any  complaint. 

If  this  squadron  has  need  of  any  refreshments  or  aid,  you  will  address 
yourself  to  M.  de  Neufville  to  procure  them. 

As  soon  as  said  squadron  arrives  I  wish  you  to  advise  me  of  it,  that 
I  may  take  the  necessary  measures  to  send  to  the  Americans  the  sup- 
plies of  which  they  may  have  need. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Approved.  L^  Ray  de  Chaumont. 

B.  Frankltn.  

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  :  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  265, 


310  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Vergennes  to  Gerard.* 

In  Congress,  September  7. 
The  President  laid  before  Congress  a  paper  of  intelligence,  which  he 
received  from  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  which  is  as 
follows,  being  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Connt  de  Vergennes  to  M. 
Gerard,  dated  Versailles,  Jane  29,  1779: 

[Translatiou.] 

Sir  :  The  decision  of  Spain  is  i)nblic.  IJer  ambassador  quitted 
London  on  the  IStli  of  this  montli  ;  he  is  now  at  Par's.  Her  forces  are 
on  their  march  to  Join  with  ours.  The  junction  made,  they  will  en- 
deavor to  inflict  on  England  a  blow  sufficiently  heavy  to  force  her  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  America.  To  free  herself,  if  possible, 
from  this  hard  necessity,  and  to  procure  herself  the  power  of  opposing 
at  some  future  time  a  nation  which  she  will  not  without  great  reluc- 
tance consent  to  free  from  the  servitude  which  she  wished  to  impose 
upon  them,  it  seems  that  she  has  sent  two  emissaries  to  Congress  with 
the  ofier  of  a  truce,  and  even  with  power  to  v/ithdraw  all  the  English 
forces  if  America  will  determine  to  give  up  our  alliance  and  to  separate 
herself  from  us. 

I  do  not  imagine  that  this  treachery  can  even  enter  into  the  mind 
of  Congress;  but  if  they  should  be  enticed  by  the  love  of  peace,  a  sing'e 
reflection  ought  to  stop  it.  As  soon  as  England  shall  have  proved  the 
defection  she  can  settle  her  affairs  with  us,  and  we  shall  have  no  rea- 
son to  refuse  to  do  it.  She  will  then  fall  upon  America  with  the  whole 
mass  of  her  power,  very  certain  that  no  nation  in  Europe  will  after- 
wards take  any  interest  in  a  nation  which  shall  have  signalized  its 
birth  by  the  most  unworthy  cowardice  of  which  a  government  can  be 
guilty. 

I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  this  reflection,  seasonably  presented,  will 
be  of  great  effect.  There  are  many  other  reflections  which  certainly 
will  not  escape  your  v.isdora. 

Geeard. 


Congress — Proceedings    as  to  the  Conditions   of   Pacification,    and   particu- 
larly as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.! 

[For  prior  ]»ioceeding,s,  see  supra,  AnguHt  7,  13,  1779.] 

September  9,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion  made  on  the  7th 
August.     After  debate. 
Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 


*  5  Spark.s'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  637. 

t  MSS.  secret  jouruals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mathews, 
as  follows  : 

That  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  determine  to  take  part  with 
France  and  the  United  States  of  Ajnerica,  in  snch  case  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  be  empowered  in  their  name  to 
conclude  with  the  most  Christian  and  Catholic  kings  a  treaty  or  treaties? 
tliereby  assuring  to  these  States  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Bermudas,  and 
the  Floridas,  when  conquered,  and  the  free  and  full  exercise  of  the 
common  right  of  these  States  to  the  fisheries  on  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of  North  America,  and 
also  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  into  the  sea.  That  the  said 
minister  be  instructed  to  endeavor  by  all  means  in  his  power  to  procure 
the  assurance  of  the  said  countries  and  navigation  to  these  Stares  ;  but 
if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  positively  insist  upon  the  Floridas  being 
ceded  to  him,  and  upon  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  from 
that  part  thereof  which  lies  in  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north  from 
the  equator  to  its  mouth,  in  such  cases  the  said  minister  be  instructed 
to  agree  to  such  propositions,  to  assent  to  mutual  guaranties,  to  wit: 
Of  the  Floridas  and  the  navigation  aforesaid  to  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  Bermudas,  and  the  fisheries  aforesaid  to  these 
States,  and  to  procure  if  possible  the  establishment  of  a  free  commerce 
for  the  inhabitants  of  these  States  with  some  port  or  ports  on  the  said 
river  below  the  said  degree  of  latitude,  except  for  such  articles  as  may 
be  in  the  treaty  particularly  enumerated.  That  the  said  minister  be 
instructed  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  Congress  to  continue  the  war  for 
the  acquisition  of  the  countries  before  mentioned,  and  therefore,  if  his 
Catholic  majesty  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Great  Britain  by  cession 
or  by  war  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  these  States,  they  will 
guaranty  the  same  to  his  majesty;  but  that  in  such  case  the  said  min- 
ister be  instructed  to  endeavor  strenuously  to  obtain  for  these  States  the 
assurance  of  the  fisheries  and  commerce  aforesaid.  That  the  said  min- 
ister be  instructed  to  procure  an  article  to  be  inserted  contracting  for 
the  delivery  of  masts  for  the  royal  navy  of  Spain  at  some  convenient 
port  or  ports  in  these  States,  providing  therein  that  no  greater  quantity 
be  stipulated  for  than  these  States  can  spare  with  convenience  to  them- 
selves. That  the  said  minister  be  instructed  to  endeavor  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power  to  procure  from  his  Catholic  majesty  the  annual 
payment  to  these  States  of  a  certain  sum  of  money,  either  in  compensa- 
tion for  their  exertions  or  for  the  equivalent  before  mentioned. 


September  10,  1779. 
After  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 
Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  propositions  moved 
yesterday  be  ])ostponed. 
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A  motion  was  theu  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  secouded  by  Mr.  Smith, 
as  follows : 

Whereas,  by  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian 
majesty  and  tlie  United  States  of  America,  a  power  is  reserved  to  his 
Catholic  majesty  "  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties  and  to  participate  in 
their  stipulations  at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  it  being  well 
understood,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said 
treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majesty 
may  propose  other  conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the 
alliance  and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and 
friendship ; " 

And  whereas  should  his  Catholic  majesty  accede  to  the  said  treaties 
without  any  alteration,  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  renouncing 
forever  all  claims  to  the  possession  of  the  Floridas,  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence to  his  kingdom  and  more  particularly  to  his  American  domin- 
ions : 

In  order,  therefore,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  these 
States  to  further  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
his  Catholic  majesty  consistent  with  the  engagements  of  the  said  States 
and  agreeable  to  his  most  Christian  majesty,  their  ally, 

Resolved,  That  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  accede  to  the  said 
treaties,  and,  in  concurrence  with  France  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  continue  the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purposes 
expressed  in  the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  precluded 
from  securing  to  himself  tne  Floridas  ;  on  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  think 
proper  to  attack  them,  these  United  States  will  aid  and  assist  his  Cath- 
olic majesty  in  such  enterprise  with  such  provisions  and  naval  stores  as 
shall  be  required  by  his  Catholic  majesty  and  can  be  furnished  by  these 
United  States;  and  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  obtain  the  Floridas 
from  Great  Britain  by  cession  or  by  war,  with  or  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  allies,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to  his 
Catholic  majesty  ;  provided  always  that  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  grant 
to  the  United  States  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into  the 
sea,  and  establish  on  the  said  river  at,  or  somewhere  southward  of  the 
thirty-first  north  latitude,  a  free  port  or  ports,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
of  his  Catholic  majesty  and  the  United  States;  and  provided  also  that 
his  Catholic  majesty  shall  pay  to  the  United  States  as  a  subsidy  a 

present  sum  not  less  than ,  and  a  further  annual  sum  of during 

the  continuance  of  the  present  war  and  for  the  term  of years. 

The  motion  being  read,  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  resolu- 
tion therein  contained,  and  after  debate  adjourned.* 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  Sept.  11,  1779. 
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A.  Lee  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  September  10,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  seen  in  the  journals  of  Congress,  transmitted  to  me  by 
the  committee  of  foreign  correspondence,  that  INIr.  Paca,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Drayton,  and  Mr.  Carmichael  have  been  permitted  to  lay  before  you 
intelligence  and  information  concerning  me,  and  that  at  a  moment  in 
which  Congress  were  to  decide,  without  hearing  me,  on  what  materially 
concerned  my  honor  and  reputation  both  in  America  and  Europe. 

I  may  venture  to  say,  sir,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  this  is  a 
new  mode  of  judicial  proceeding  in  a  country  contending  for  liberty  and 
justice;  a  mode  of  which  every  man  in  or  out  of  Congress  woukl  com- 
plain if  applied  to  himself,  and  under  which  it  is  impossible  that  any 
man's  character  can  be  safe  from  the  attempts  of  malice  and  falsehood. 

Congress  will  permit  me  to  request  that  they  will  order  copies  of  that 
intelligence  and  information  to  be  transmitted  to  me,  that  I  may  be 
able  to  do  myself,  though  late,  the  justice  of  answering  them. 

[In  the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress  that  I  will  trans- 
mit to  them  by  the  first  safe  opportunity  such  evidence  of  Mr.  Car- 
michael's  character  and  conduct  as  I  trust  will  fully  satisfy  them  how 
unfit  and  unworthy  that  gentleman  was  to  be  credited  in  any  evidence 
or  information  he  may  have  given  concerning  me.  Neither  do  I  despair 
of  being  able  to  prove  in  time  to  Congress  and  to  my  country  the 
secret  motives  of  interest  or  malice  which  have  actuated  the  conduct 
of  those  who  have  stood  foremost  in  endeavoring  to  cover  the  crimes  of 
others  and  visit  them  unjustly  upon  me.jt 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.} 

Braintree,  Septcmher  10,  1779. 

Sir:  Looking  over  the  printed  journals  of  the  15th  of  last  April,  I 

find  in  the  reportof  the  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 

the  foreign  aftairs  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the  conduct  of  the  late 

and  present  commissioners  of  these  States,  the  two  following  articles: 

1.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.Franklin  is  plenipotentiary  for  these  States  at  the 
court  of  France;  Dr.  Arthur  Lee,  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Spain  ;  Mr.  William 
Lee,  commissioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin;  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  counuis- 
siouer  for  the  court  of  Tuscany  ;  that  Mr.  John  Adams  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners at  the  court  of  France  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Deane,  who  had  been  appointed 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  568,  with  omissions  and  verbal 
changes. 

t  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  599;  7  John  Adams'  Works,  110. 
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a  joint  commiasioner  -with  Dr.  Franklin  and  Dr.  Arthur  Lee,  but  tliat  the  said  com- 
mission of  Mr.  Adams  is  superseded  by  the  plenipotentiary  commission  to  Dr.  Franklin. 
2.  That  in  the  course  of  their  exaiuination  and  inquiry  they  hud  many  couiplainta 
against  the  said  commissioners  and  the  political  and  commercial  agency  of  Mr.  Deane, 
which  complaints,  witli  the  evidence  in  support  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered,  and 
to  which  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  word  "said,"  in  the  second  article,  refers  to  tlie  commissioners 
raeutionedin  the  first;  and  as  my  name  is  among  them,  I  learn  from  hence 
that  there  were  some  complaints  against  me,  and  that  the  evidence  in 
support  of  them  was  delivered  to  Congress  by  the  committee. 

I  therefore  pray  that  I  may  be  favored  with  copies  of  those  complaints, 
and  evidences,  and  the  names  of  my  accusers,  and  the  witnesses  against 
me,  that  I  may  take  such  measures  as  may  be  in  my  power  to  justify 
myself  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Congress — Proceedings  as  to  the  Conditions  of  Pacification,  and  particularly 
as  to  tlie  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  supra,  September  9,  1779.] 

Saturday,  September  11,  1779. 
Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution,  which,  after 
debate,  was  agreed  to.  Congress  then  pioeeeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  provisos,  and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  McKean  to  amend  the 
first  proviso  by  striking  out  "and,"  after  the  words  "into  the  sea,"  and 
in  lieu  thereof  inserting  "  or."t 


Dumas  to  Franklin. t 

The  HAGirE,  September  11,  1779. 
Sir  :  Political  aftairs  continue  here  on  the  same  footing  as  I  left  iliem. 
Convoys  are  not  granted,  not  even  for  vessels  and  cargoes  of  which  there 
is  no  dispute,  because  they  are  unwilling  that  vessels  loaded  with  tim- 
ber should  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  and  join  themselves  to 
the  fleet  under  convoy.  On  the  other  side,  Leyden  has  at  length  joined 
the  party  of  Amsterdam,  which  consists,  at  present,  of  eight  or  nine 
cities  in  favor  of  the  deliberations  for  the  province  to  provide  separately 
for  the  protection  of  its  commerce ;  otherwise  all  the  trattickers  in  wool, 
who  do  a  great  business  in  this  article,  among  others  for  Flanders,  both 
French  and  Austrian,  will  retire  from  Leyden  to  Amsterdam. 


*  MSS.  secret  jonruals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
t  For  further  proceedings,  see  hifra,  Sept.  17,  1779.] 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  266. 
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The  ambassador  of  France  wishes  that  the  great  city  had  shown  itself 
less  inflexible  against  the  army  augmentation,  and  that  it  had  set  off 
this  augmentation  against  unlimited  and  effectual  convoys.  I  am  not 
of  this  opinion.  I  think  they  would  thereby  put  a  dangerous  weapon 
into  the  hands  of  the  Auglomanes.  and  that  the  convoys  would  be  no  less 
evaded,  and  the  republican  party  led  by  the  nose.  Our  friend  reasons 
better,  in  wishing  that  his  country  should  be  a  commercial,  and  not  a 
mediating,  power  in  Europe.  In  fact,  since  from  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  Anglomanes  themselves  there  is  little  to  fear  for  the  republic 
(for  on  the  part  of  the  English  it  is  clear  that  it  is  not  military  but  naval 
forces  that  she  wants) ;  and  since  both  are  so  much  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Auglomanes,  it  is  as  well  for  us  and  for  the  republic  itself  that  they 
should  remain  on  the  old  footing;  and  this  probably  will  hai)peu;  ibr 
commerce,  seeing  they  do  not  protect  it,  will  not  the  nest  year  pay  the 
double  of  the  right  of  entry  and  the  excise;  and  this  will  reduce  the 
fleet  of  the  republic  from  thirty-two  to  twenty-two  vessels  great  and 
small. 

September  20.  The  court  of  France  has  made  a  declaration  here  that 
it  has  prohibited  throughout  the  kingdom  the  importatatiou  of  cheese 
from  I^orth  Holland.     Thisinterdict  will  not  be  removed  until  thecities 
of  North  Holland  have  acceded  to  the  affair  of  convoy. 
I  have  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Gerard  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

1  Trauslafion.] 

Phtladelphta,  September  15, 1779. 
Sir:  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  who  is  preparing  to 
depart  immediately,  has  the  honor  to  request  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  be  pleased,  in  the  course  of  the  week,  if  it  be  not  inconveni- 
ent, to  grant  him  an  audience  for  the  purpose  of  taking  leave  of  Con- 
gress. 

Gerard. 


In  Congress,  September  15,  1779.f 

Resolved,  That  Friday  next  be  assigned  for  granting  a  private  audi- 
ence to  M.  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  in  order  to  his 
taking  leave. 

Resolved,  That  this  private  audience  be  in  full  Congress. 

»  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  C38. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  r.  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  638. 
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Friday,  Septemher  17. 
Resolved^  That  two  members  be  appointed  to  introduce  the  minister 
to  the  private  audience. 
The  minister,  being-  introduced,  took  his  leave  in  the  following  speech: 

M.   GERARD'S   SPEECH   ON   TAKING  LEAVE   OF   CONGRESS. 
[Translation.] 

Gentlemen:  The  king,  my  master,  having  been  pleased  to  accept 
the  representations  wliich  my  bad  state  of  health  compelled  me  to  make 
to  him,  has  permitted  me  to  return.  At  the  same  time  he  has  been  in 
haste  to  send  another  minister  plenipotentiary  to  America,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  no  interruption  in  the  care  of  cultivating  the 
mutual  friendship.  1  must  leave  it  to  the  talents  of  the  Chevalier  de 
ja  Luzerne  to  explain  to  you  his  majesty's  sentiments,  and  will  confine 
myself  here,  gentlemen,  to  expressing  to  you  the  satisfaction  I  shall 
experience  in  giving  an  account  to  him  of  the  events  of  which  I  have 
been  a  witness  during  more  than  a  year's  residence  with  you.  He 
will  perceive  in  them  the  sentiments  which  animate  and  direct  your 
counsels,  your  wisdom,  your  firmness,  your  attachment  to  the  alliance, 
and  your  zeal  for  the  i^rosperity  of  the  common  cause  and  of  the  two 
respective  nations.  He  will  see,  with  pleasure,  the  valuable  union 
which  constitutes  the  principal  force  and  power  of  confederated 
America,  that  not  only  the  citizens  are  in  no  want  of  zeal  or  vigor  to 
repel  the  incursions  which  henceforth  can  have  no  other  object  than  a 
barbarous  devastation,  but  also  that  there  is  no  American  who  docs 
not  perceive  the  necessity  of  uniting  to  humble  the  common  enemy 
more  and  more,  and  to  weaken  him  by  efforts  proportionate  to  the  im- 
portance of  putting  a  happy  end  to  a  glorious  revolution,  and  also  of 
securing  to  confederated  America,  by  a  firm  and  honorable  peace,  as 
quickly  as  possible,  the  inestimable  advantages  of  liberty  and  independ- 
ence, which  form  the  essential  and  fundamental  object  of  the  alliance 
and  of  the  war  provoked  and  made  necessary  by  England. 

It  remains  to  me,  gentlemen,  to  oifer  you  in  general  and  individually 
the  tribute  of  my  gratitude  for  the  marks  of  confidence  and  esteem 
and  for  the  attentions  which  I  have  received  from  you.  I  have  always 
endeavored  to  deserve  them  by  the  most  sincere  and  lively  attachment 
to  the  interests  and  to  the  dignity'  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to 
the  principles  and  sentiments  resulting  from  the  alliance.  1  have  not 
lacked  zeal  for  everything  that  might  relate  to  them  and  cement  more 
and  more  the  connections,  whether  political  or  personal,  between  the 
two  nations.  The  most  flattering  recompense  of  my  labors  would  be 
the  expression  of  your  satisfaction. 

Gerard. 
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REPLY   OF   THE   PREfe'lDENT   OF    CONGRESS  TO    M.   GERARD'S    SPEECH 
ON  HIS  'J'AKINa  LEAVE. 

Sir  :  We  receive  with  much  concern  the  intimation  you  have  given 
us  that  the  bad  state  of  your  health  obliges  you  to  leave  America ; 
though,  at  the  same  time,  we  are  sensible  of  the  continued  friendly 
care  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  in  sending  a  new  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  these  States. 

Great  as  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  with  you,  yet  it  affords  us  pleas- 
ure tj  think  how  well  disposed  jou  are  to  improve  the  favorable  op- 
portunities you  will  have  on  your  return  to  France  of  evincing  to  his 
majesty  the  reality  of  those  sentiments  on  our  part  which  may  justly 
be  termed  the  animating  principles  of  the  United  States. 

By  such  representations  the  king  will  be  assured  that  the  citizens 
of  these  States  observe  with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  the  repeated 
instances  of  his  amity  for  them  :  that  they  regard  the  alliance  as  an  in- 
estimable connection,  endeared  to  them  by  the  purity  of  the  motives  on 
which  it  was  founded,  the  advantages  derived  from  it,  and  the  bless- 
ings it  promises  to  both  nations  ;  that  their  resolution  of  securing  its 
essential  objects,  liberty  and  independence  is  unalterable;  that  they 
are  determined  by  all  the  exertions  in  their  power  to  advance  the  com- 
mon cause,  and  to  demonstrate  that  while  they  are  attentive  to  their 
own  interests,  they  as  ardently  desire  to  approve  themselves  not  only 
faithful  but  affectionate  allies. 

By  a  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Congress  you  are  enabled  to 
form  a  competent  judgment  of  the  diihculties  we  have  had  to  encoun- 
ter, as  well  as  of  our  efforts  to  remove  them. 

Sir,  we  should  be  deficient  in  the  respect  due  to  distinguished  merit 
if  we  should  fail  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of  testifying  the  high  es- 
teem which  you  have  obtained  throughout  this  country  by  your  public 
and  private  conduct.  You  have  happily  combined  a  vigilant  devotion 
to  the  dignity  and  interest  of  our  most  excellent  and  illustrious  ally, 
with  a  zealous  attachment  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  these  States. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability,  and  diligence  in  discharging  the 
eminent  trust  reposed  in  you  have  secured  our  entire  confidence,  and 
now  solicit  from  us  the  strongest  declarations  of  our  satisfaction  with 
your  behavior. 

That  you  may  be  blessed  with  a  favorable  voyage,  the  approbation 
of  your  sovereign,  the  perfect  recovery  of  your  health,  and  all  happi- 
ness are  among  the  warmest  wishes  of  every  member  of  this  body. 

By  order  ot  Congress. 

John  Jay, 

Preskknt, 
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CONGRESS   TO   THE   KING   OF  FRANCE. 

Great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally : 

The  coudiict  of  your  majesty's  minister,  M.  Gerard,  during  his  resi- 
dence in  America  Las  been  in  every  respect  so  commendable,  that  we 
can  not  forbear  testifying  to  your  majesty  our  sense  of  his  merit,  with- 
out feeling  that  uneasiness  which  arises  from  a  neglect  of  the  obliga- 
tions of  justice. 

His  behavior  appears  to  us  to  have  been  uniformly  regulated  by  a 
devotion  to  your  majesty's  dignity  and  interest,  and  an  adherence  to 
the  terms  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he 
demonstrated  his   attachment  to  the  honor  and  prosperity  of  these 

States. 

Thus  serving  his  sovereign,  lie  acquired  our  entire  confidence  and 
esteem,  and  has  evinced  your  royal  wisdom  in  selecting  a  person  so 
I)roperly  qualified  to  be  the  first  minister  sent  to  the  United  States  of 

America. 

That  the  Supreme  liuler  of  the  universe  may  bestow  all  happiness  on 
vcur  majesty  is  the  prayer  of  your  faithful  and  affectionate  friends  and 

allies. 

Done  at  Philadelphia  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  of  America. 

John  Jay, 

President. 


Substance  of  a  Conference  between  M.  de  la  Luzerne  and  General  "Wash- 
ington at  Headquarters,  West  Point.* 

September  1G,  1779. 
The  minister  opened  the  conference  by  observing  that  the  council 
of  Massachusetts  had  represented  to  him  the  disadvantages  which  their 
commerce  was  likely  to  suffer  from  the  late  misfortune  in  Penobscot, 
and  the  advantages  which  would  result  if  his  excellency  Count  d'Estaing 
could  detach  a  few  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates  to  be  stationed  upon 
their  coast  for  protecting  their  commerce  and  countenancing  the  opera- 
tions of  their  cruisers  against  that  of  the  enemy.  But  before  he  should 
propose  such  a  measure  to  Count  d'Estaing  he  wished  to  know  from 
the  general  what  purposes  the  detachment  would  answer  to  his  military 
operations,  and  whether  it  would  enable  him  to  prosecute  any  offensive 
enterprise  against  the  enemy.    That,  if  he  could  accompany  the  request 

*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  647. 

The  Chevalier  de  laLuzerue  arrived  at  Boston  on  the  2d  of  Aug.,  and  on  his  way 
to  Philadelphia  visited  General  Washington  at  West  Point.  Hence  this  conference 
took  place  before  his  public  introduction  to  Congress  as  minister  plenipotentiary. — 
Sparks. 
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of  the  couocil  with  assurance  of  this  kind,  a  motive  of  such  ioipor- 
tauce  woukl  have  the  greatest  iufluence  iu  determiuiug-  the  concurrence 
of  Count  d'Estaiug,  and  might  the  better  justify  him  iu  deranging  or 
contracting-  his  plans  in  the  AVest  Indies  by  malting  a  detachment  of 
his  force. 

The  general  answered  that  if  Count  d'Estaing  could  spare  a  detach- 
ment superior  to  the  enemy's  naval  force  upon  this  continent,  retaining 
snch  a  force  in  the  West  Indies  as  would  put  it  out  of  the  enemy's 
power  to  detach  an  equal  force  to  this  continent  without  leaving  them- 
selves inferior  iu  the  islands,  the  measure  would  have  a  high  proba- 
bility of  many  important  and  perhaps  decisive  advantages  ;  but  these 
would  depend  upon  several  contingencies,  as  the  time  in  which  the 
detachment  can  arrive  and  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy  when 
it  arrives.  That  the  season  i^roper  for  military  operations  was  now 
pretty  far  advanced,  and  to  make  a  winter  campaign  would  require  a 
disposition  of  our  magazines  peculiar  to  it,  which  could  not  be  made 
without  a  large  increase  of  expense  ;  a  circumstance  not  to  be  desired 
iu  the  present  posture  of  our  affairs,  unless  the  arrival  of  a  navalsuccor 
was  an  event  of  some  certainty.  That  with  respect  to  the  position 
and  force  of  the  enemy,  they  had  now  about  fourteen  thousand  men  at 
New  York  and  its  dependencies  and  between  three  and  four  thousand 
at  Rhode  Island  ;  that  to  reduce  the  former,  if  it  should  be  concentred 
on  the  island,  would  reqnire  extensive  preparations  beforehand,  both 
as  to  magazines  and  aids  of  men,  which  could  not  with  propriety  be 
undertaken  on  a  i)recarious  expectation  of  assistance.  But  that  if  the 
garrison  of  Khode  Island  should  continue  there  we  should  have  every 
reason  to  expect  its  reduction  by  a  combined  ojieration  :  it  might,  how- 
ever, be  withdrawn.  He  added  that  the  enemy  appear  to  be  making 
large  detachments  from  New  York,  which  the  present  situation  of  their 
affairs  soems  to  exact ;  that  there  is  a  high  probabilty  of  their  being 
left  so  weak  as  to  give  us  an  opportunity  during  the  winter  of  acting 
efitectually  against  New  York  iu  case  of  the  arrival  of  a  tieet  lo  co- 
operate with  us  even  with  the  force  we  now  have  and  could  suddenly 
assemble  on  an  emergency;  that,  at  all  events,  the  French  S(juadron 
would  be  able  to  strike  an  important  stroke  in  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  vessels  of  war,  with  a  large  number  of  transports, 
and  perhaps  seamen. 

He  concluded  with  observing  that,  though  iu  the  great  uncertainty 
of  the  aiTival  of  a  squadron  he  could  not  undertake  to  make  expensive 
l)repa!ations  for  co-operating,  nor  pledge  himself  for  doing  it  effectually, 
yet  there  was  the  greatest  prospect  of  utility  from  the  arrival  of  such 
a  squadron,  and  he  would  engage  to  do  everything  in  his  power  for  im- 
proving its  aid  if  it  should  appear  upon  our  coast;  that,  if  the  present 
or  future  circumstances  should  permit  Count  d'Estaing  to  concert  a 
combined  operation  with  the  troops  of  these  States  against  the  enemy's 
fleets  and  armies  within  these  States,  he  would  be  ready  to  promote 
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the  measure  to  the  utmost  of  our  resources  and  should  have  the  highest 
hopes  of  its  success  ;  it  woukl,  liowever,  be  necessary,  to  prevent  delay 
and  give  efficacy  to  the  project,  that  he  should  have  some  itrevious 
notice. 

The  minister  replied  that  the  general's  delicacy  upon  the  occasion 
was  very  jiroper,  but  as  he  seemed  unwilling  to  give  assurances  of 
effectual  co-operation  in  conveying  the  application  to  the  admiral,  he 
would  only  make  use  of  the  name  of  the  council,  which  would,  no 
doubt,  have  all  the  weight  due  to  the  application  of  so  respectable  a 
body. 

The  general  assented,  observing  that  occasional  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  military  advantages  to  be  expected  from  the  measure. 

The  minister  next  informed  the  general  that  there  had  been  some 
negotiations  between  Congress  and  M.  Gerard  on  the  subject  of  the 
Floridas  and  the  limits  of  the  Spanish  dominions  in  that  quarter,  con- 
cerning which  certain  resolutions  had  been  taken  by  Congress,  which 
he  supposed  were  known  to  the  general.  He  added  that  the  Spaniards 
had  in  contemplation  an  expedition  against  the  Floridas,  which  was 
either  already  begun  or  very  soon  would  be  begun,  and  he  wished  to 
know  the  general's  opinion  of  a  co-operation  on  our  part;  that  it  was 
probable  this  expedition  would  immediately  div^ert  the  enemy's  force 
from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  the  question  then  would  be 
whether  General  Lincoln's  army  would  bo  necessary  elsewhere,  or  might 
be  employed  in  a  co  operation  with  the  Si)anish  forces.  That  the  motive 
with  the  French  court  for  wishing  such  a  co-operation  was,  that  it 
would  be  a  meritorious  act  on  the  side  of  the  United  States  towards 
Spain,  who,  though  she  had  all  along  been  well  disposed  to  the  revolu- 
tion, had  entered  reluctantly  into  the  war,  and  had  not  yet  acknowl- 
edged our  independence;  that  a  step  of  this  kind  would  serve  to 
confirm  her  good  dispositions,  and  to  induce  her  not  only  to  enter  into 
a  treaty  with  us,  but  perhaps  to  assist  with  a  loan  of  money.  That  the 
forces  of  Spain  in  the  islands  were  so  considerable  as  would  in  all  ai)- 
pearance  make  our  aid  unnecessary;  on  which  account  the  utility  of 
it,  only  contingent  and  ])ossible,  was  but  a  secondary  consideration 
with  the  court  of  France;  the  desire  to  engage  Spain  more  iirmly  in 
our  interests,  by  a  mark  of  our  good- will  to  her,  was  the  leading  and 
principal  one. 

The  general  assured  the  minister  that  he  had  the  deepest  sense  of  the 
friendship  of  France,  but  replied  to  the  matter  in  question  that  he  was 
altogether  a  stranger  to  the  measures  adopted  by  Congress  relative  to 
the  Floridas,  and  could  give  no  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  cooper- 
ation  proposed  in  a  civil  or  political  light;  but  considering  it  merely  as 
a  military  question,  he  saw  no  objection  to  the  measure,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  enemy's  force  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  be  with- 
drawn, without  which  it  would  of  course  be  impossible. 

The  miuistei?  then  asked^  in  case  the  operation  h^  the  Spaniards 
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against  the  Floridas  should  not  induce  the  English  to  abandon  the 
southern  States,  whether  it  would  be  agreeable  that  the  forces,  either 
French  or  Spanish,  employed  there  should  co-operate  with  our  troops 
against  those  of  the  enemy  in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina. 

The  general  replied  that  he  imagined  such  a  co-operation  would  be 
desirable. 

The  minister  inquired  in  the  next  place  whether,  in  case  the  court 
of  France  should  find  it  convenient  to  send  directly  from  France  a 
squadron  and  a  few  regiments  attached  to  it,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
us  in  this  quarter  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  United  States. 

The  general  thought  it  would  contribute  much  to  advance  the  com- 
mon cause. 

The  minister  informed  us  that  Dr.  Franklin  had  purchased  a  fifty- 
gun  ship,  which  the  King  of  France  intended  to  equip  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  sent  with  two  or  three  frigates  to  New- 
foundland, to  act  against  the  enemy's  vessels  employed  in  the  fishery, 
and  afterwards  to  proceed  to  Boston  to  cruise  from  that  port. 

He  concluded  the  conference  with  stating  that  in  Boston  several 
gentlemen  of  influence,  some  of  them  members  of  Congress,  had  con- 
versed with  him  on  the  subject  of  an  expedition  against  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia;  that  his  Christian  majesty  had  a  sincere  and  disinterested 
desire  to  see  those  two  provinces  annexed  to  the  American  Confederacy, 
and  would  be  disposed  to  promote  a  plan  for  this  purpose;  but  that  he 
would  undertake  nothing  of  the  kind  unless  the  plan  was  previously 
approved  and  digested  by  the  general.  He  added  that  a  letter  from 
the  general  to  Congress  some  time  since  on  the  subject  of  an  expedi- 
tion to  Canada  had  appeared  in  France  and  had  been  submitted  to 
the  best  military  judges,  who  approved  the  reasoning,  and  thought  the 
objections  to  the  plan  which  had  been  proposed  very  plausible  and 
powerful.  That  whenever  the  general  should  think  the  circumstances 
of  this  country  favorable  to  such  an  undertaking  he  should  be  very 
glad  to  recommend  the  plan  he  should  proi>ose5  and  he  was  assured 
that  the  French  court  would  give  it  all  the  aid  in  their  power. 

The  general  again  expressed  his  sense  of  the  good  dispositions  of 
his  Christian  majesty,  but  observed  that,  while  the  enemy  remain  in 
force  in  these  States,  the  difliculties  stated  in  his  letter  alluded  to  by 
the  minister  would  still  subsist ;  but  that,  whenever  that  force  should 
be  removed,  he  doubted  not  it  would  be  a  leading  object  with  the  Gov- 
ernment to  wrest  the  two  aforementioned  provinces  from  the  power  of 
Britain ;  that  in  this  case  he  should  esteem  himself  honored  in  being 
consulted  on  the  plan,  and  was  of  opinion  that,  though  we  should 
have  land  force  enough  for  the  undertaking  without  in  this  respect 
intruding  upon  the  generosity  of  our  allies,  a  naval  co-operation  would 
certainly  be  very  useful  and  necessary. 

The  rest  of  the  conference  consisted  in  mutual  assurances  of  friend- 
ship of  the  two  countries,  etc.,  interspersed  on  the  general's  side  with 
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occasional  remarks  oji  the  importauce  of  removing  the  war  from  these 
States,  as  it  would  enable  us  to  afford  ample  supplies  to  the  operations 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  act  with  efficacy  in  annoying  the  commerce 
of  the  enemy  and  dispossessing  them  of  their  dominions  on  this  con- 
tinent. 

Headquarters,  Seiitemher  18,  1779. 
The  foregoing  is,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  substance  of  a 
conferenee  at  which  I  was  present  at  the  time  mentioned,  and  inter- 
preted between  the  minister  and  the  general. 

A.  Hamilton. 


Franklin  to  Schweighauser. " 

Passy,  September  17,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  before  me  your  favors  of  July  31  and  August  19. 

Your  testimony  with  regard  to  Mr.  William  Lee  is  fully  sufficient  to 
remove  the  suspicion  of  his  sharing  in  your  commission.  I  mentioned 
it,  not  as  a  charge  against  him,  but  an  excuse  for  you,  5  per  cent,  being, 
as  I  understood,  more  than  double  of  what  is  usual.  I  could  wish  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  mercantile  business,  as  1  am  not  versed  in  it.  I 
perceive  that  you  have  abated  the  commission  on  the  delivery  of  the 
tobacco  to  1  per  cent.,  but  then  that  is  1  per  cent,  paid  to  your  corre- 
spondent and  another  1  per  cent,  for  yourself.  To  me  it  seems  that 
your  commission  should  be  not  on  the  whole  sum,  but  only  on  what  you 
paid  your  correspondent  for  doing  the  business ;  otherwise  we  pay  twice 
for  the  same  service.  I  must  submit,  however,  to  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants. It  may  be  against  me,  and  if  it  is,  I  suppose  it  is  founded  on 
some  reason  that  at  present  I  am  unacquainted  with.  But  if  these  two 
commissions  are  right,  the  article  of  traveling  charges,  1,024  livres, 
wants  explanation. 

Notwithstanding  what  I  said  relating  to  such  of  your  drafts  as  are 
founded  on  the  part  of  your  account,  I  have  refused  none,  but  honored 
them  all. 

I  am  satisfied  with  your  reason  about  the  date  of  your  bills.  If  I 
should  be  at  any  time  so  straitened  for  money  when  in  your  debt  as 
that  a  sudden  demand  from  you  would  be  inconvenient  to  me  I  will 

mention  it  to ,  and  request  that  your  bills  may  be  drawn  at  one 

or  two  usances. 

The  Swedish  ambassador  has  presented  a  memorial  to  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes  relating  to  the  prize  and  the  demanded  damages.  He  mentioned 
that  the  Swedish  people  were  beaten  and  cruelly  treated  by  ours.  This 
is  so  contrary  to  our  custom  that  I  can  hardly  believe  it.  I  must  an- 
swer his  memorial,  and  therefore  wish  to  see  again  the  papers,  that  I 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  G  Bigelow's  Franklin,  438. 
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may  examine  them.  I  tbiuk  I  sent  them  down  to  you  when  I  desired 
yon  to  get  some  of  the  letters  translated.  Please  to  return  them  to  me, 
and  you  shall  have  them  again  when  wanted  for  the  trial.  If  you  have 
received  the  opinion  of  the  advocate  of  the  bureau  of  prizes,  which  you 
expected,  please  to  send  me  a  copy  of  it. 

The  two  sick  persons  who  came  over  among  the  prisoners  from  Eng- 
land should  undoubtedly  be  taken  care  of  till  they  are  able  to  go  home. 
I  wish  to  know  their  names  and  the  parts  of  America  they  come  from. 
I  have  no  objection  to  continuing  the  allowance  of  Captain  Harris,  sup- 
posing that  he  intends  going  by  the  first  opportunity.  Please  to  pre- 
sent my  compliments  to  him,  and  request  him  to  inform  me  about  a 
trunk  belonging  to  M.  Louis  Dupr6,  which  was  intrusted  to  his  care, 
and  which  is  inquired  after. 

I  thought  to  have  had  the  dispatches  ready  to  send  by  Captain  Sam- 
son this  day,  but  there  are  some  points  on  which  I  must  wait  an  answer 
from  the  court,  in  order  to  send  that  answer  in  my  letters ;  this  may 
yet  require  some  days,  but  I  think  it  will  not  exceed  another  week.  I 
approve  of  your  assisting  the  American  prisoners  that  are  arriving  from 
Lisbon  in  the  manner  that  Mr.  Adams  ordered  for  those  come  from 
England.  They  were,  I  believe,  generally  pretty  well  clothed  by  char- 
ities collected  there.  If  any  of  these  should  be  apparently  in  great 
want  of  clothing,  it  will  be  well  to  assist  them  with  what  may  be  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  that  article. 

I  should  think  it  would  be  right  to  discharge  Mr.  Hill,  the  surgeon; 
I  am  sorry  he  has  been  kept  so  long.  In  my  opinion  surgeons  should 
never  be  detained  as  prisoners,  as  it  is  their  duty  and  their  practice  to 
help  the  sick  and  wounded  of  either  side  when  they  happen  to  have  an 
opportunity.  They  should  therefore  be  considered  not  as  parties  in  any 
war,  but  as  friends  to  humanity. 

I  request  you  to  make  inquiry  by  your  correspondents  in  the  different 
ports  of  Spain  what  English  prisoners  brought  in  by  Americans  were 
conQned  there.  When  you  receive  answers  please  to  communicate 
them  to  me. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  what  I  write  to  Mr.  Williams  relating  to  my 
orders  about  the  prisoners ;  we  must  not  regard  reports. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

I  will  transmit  to  Congress  the  memoire  relating  to  the  Baron  d'Au- 
troche. 
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Congress  —  Proceedings  as  to  the    Conditions   of  Pacification,    and   particu- 
larly as  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Fisheries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  su^ira,  September  9,  11,  1779.] 

Saturday,  September  17,  1779. 
A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  "  and  '' 
and  what  follows  to  tlie  end  of  the  first  proviso. 

Question  put,  passed  in  the  aftirmative,  and  the  words  were  struck 

out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  in 
lieu  of  the  words  struck  out  to  insert : 

"And  some  convenient  port  or  ports  on  the  said  river  below  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude,  free  for  all  merchant  vessels,  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  enumerated  and 
agreed  upon  as  contraband." 

On  the  question  to  insert  those  words,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Smith, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Peabody Aye.     Aye. 

„  .        ..    -n  ^  Mr.  Holtou No.    )^ 

MassachuaottsBay......  J  Mr.  Partridge No.    l^^' 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Collins. No.       No. 

!Mr.  Huntington No.    ) 
Mr.  Root No.    >No. 
Mr.  Spencer No.    ) 

^^       ,,    ,  S  Mr.  Jay Aye.  ^  a  „„ 

New  York j  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  J  ^y«- 

New  Jersey Mr.  Witherspoon Nc.       No. 

fMr.  Armstrong No.  ^ 

„  ,        .  Mr.  Sliippen No.    l^ 

Pennsylvania "^^  Mr.  Atlee Aye.  f  "• 

[Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  J 

Delaware Mr.  Dickinson No.      No. 

-,       ,      ,  (  Mr.  Forbes No.    Kt„ 

Maryland J  Mr.  Jenifer No.    S 

f  Mr.  Smith Aye."| 

I  Mr.  Griffin Aye.  | 

Virginia i  Mr.  Fleming Aye.  ^  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Mercer    Aye.  1 

i^Mr.  Fitzhugh Aye.  J 

„     ,,   ^       V  ^  Mr.  Harnet -^y®-  ^  Avp, 

North  Carolina J  j^j^.   ^^.^^^^^ ^^^    \  Aye. 

^     ,,    „       ,.  (  Mr.  Laurens No.    ^ -^^ 

South  Carolina {  Mr.  Mathews No.    T^" 

So  it  i^assed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  remaining  part  of  the  first  proviso  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  grant  to,"  and  after 
"States"  inserting  "shall  enjoy,"  and  so  that  it  read:  "Provided 
always  that  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the  sea." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Huntington, 

Resolved,  That  the  second  j)roviso  be  postponed. 

*  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerrj-,  seconded  by  Mr.  Suiiib, 

Resolved,  That  tbe  resoUition  passed  on  Saturday  kist  be  reconsid- 
ered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  resoUition  be  amended  by  strikiiio-  out  the  words 
"  think  proper  to  attack  them  these  United  States  will  aid  and  assist  his 
Catholic  majesty  in  such  enterprise  with  such  provisions  and  naval 
stores  as  shall  be  required  by  his  Catholic  majesty  and  can  be  fur- 
nished by  these  States,  and  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall ; "  also  the 
words  "  by  cession  or  by  war,  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  the 
allies,"  so  that  it  read  :  "  On  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas 
from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to  his 
Catholic  majesty." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Jay, 


New  Haiiipsbire Mr.  Peabody Aye. 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye. 

Massachusetts  Bay <  Mr.  Holton Ayo. 

(  Mr.  Partridge Aye. 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Collins No. 

Counecticut Mr.  Riot Aye. 

New 


„    ,  ^  Mr.  Jay No.    \ 

■^^^"'^ \  Mr.  Lewis No.    i 

T,  1        •  <  Mr.  Armstrong Aye.  K 

Peuusylvaina j  ^^^    Muhlenberg Aye.  ]  ^ 

,,       ,      ,  ^  Mr.  Carmicbael No.    ^^^j,^ 

M'-^ryland j  j^I^.    j^^^i^gj. No.    T^^- 

rMr.  Smith Aye.  | 

,,.     .    .  I  Mr.  Fleuiiug No.    i. 

^"•gi"'^^ \ur.  Mercer Aye.  i^^""- 

[Mr.  Fitzhugh Aye.  J 

,,     ,,   r^       1-  ^  Mr.  Harnett '^i'^-  \  x^,^ 

North  Carolina j  ^^^    Sharpe Aye.  ]^^^- 

South  Carolina Mr.  Mathewa Aye.     Aye. 

So  it  was  resolved  as  follows : 

Whereas,  by  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  a  power  is  reserved  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  "  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties  and  to  participate  in  their  stip- 
ulations at  such  times  as  he  shall  judge  proper,"  it  being  well  understood, 
nevertbeless,  that  if  any  of  the  stii»ulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not 
agreeable  to  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majesty  may  propose  other 
conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance  and  conformable 
to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship; 

And  whereas,  should  his  Catholic  majesty  accede  to  the  said  treaties 
without  any  alteration,  be  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  renouncing 
forever  all  claims  to  tbe  possession  of  the  Floridas,  of  the  utmost  con- 
sequence to  his  kingdom,  and  more  particularly  to  his  American  domin- 
ions. In  order  therefore  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  the  part  of 
these  States  to  further  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  his  Catholic  majesty,  consistent  with  the  engagements  of  the  said 
States  and  agreeable  to  his  most  Christian  majesty,  their  ally, 
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Resolved,  That  if  bis  Catholic  Diajesty  shall  accede  to  the  said  treaties, 
aud  in  concurrence  with  France  and  the  United  States  of  America,  con- 
tinue the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  lie  shall  not  thereby  be  precluded  from  securing 
to  himself  the  Floridas.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas 
from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to  his 
Catholic  majesty ;  provided  always  that  the  United  States  shall  enjoy 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the  sea. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  con- 
formable to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  members  chosen:  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr.  Gerry.* 


J.  Adams  to  the  Treasury  Board.! 

Braintree,  September  19,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  last  post  I  had  the  honor  of  a  letter  from  your 
secretary,  enclosing,  by  your  order,  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  6th  of  August,  relative  to  the  allowance  to  the  late  com- 
missioners and  their  accounts,  together  with  the  resolution  of  your 
honorable  board  of  the  26th  of  August,  requesting  me  to  enclose  my 
accounts  aud  vouchers  to  the  board  of  treasury,  that  they  may  take 
order  thereon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  by  my  worthy  friend  Mr.  Lowell,  my 
accounts— in  the  first  place  the  account  of  moneys  drawn  for  by  ])r. 
Franklin  and  me  jointly  aud  the  expenditure  of  them.  These  mon- 
eys, from  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Passy,  the  9th  of  April,  1778,  to  the 
end  of  August  following,  were  received  by  Dr.  Franklin  aud  the  account 
kept  by  him  of  the  expenditure.  The  account  marked  A  is  a  copy  ot 
the  account  he  gave  me,  but  he  never  showed  me  any  of  the  vouchers 
and  I  never  compared  them,  so  that  Mr.  Franklin,  1  suppose,  holds 
himself  accountable  for  them.  From  the  1st  of  October  until  the  new 
commission  arrived  the  account  was  kept  by  me.  At  the  end  of  each 
month  I  carried  my  account  and  vouchers  to  Dr.  Franklin.  We  looked 
them  over  together  aud  signed  the  account,  except  the  last,  when.  Dr. 
Franklin  being  so  ill  of  the  gout  and  I  being  engaged  in  settling  my 
affairs  in  order  to  come  away,  it  was  omitted. 

I  transmit  the  vouchers  for  all  the  time  that  the  account  was  kept 
by  me.  But  I  have  one  request  to  make  with  resi)ect  to  these,  but  more 
especially  with  respect  to  my  private  vouchers,  which  is,  that  when  the 
honorable  boai  d  have  made  the  use  of  them  they  intend  they  would  de- 
liver them  to  Mr.  Gerry  to  be  returned  to  me,  being  necessary  for  the 
security  of  my  reputation  as  well  as  against  new  demands  for  payment. 
The  account  thus  kept  by  me  and  signed  monthly  by  my  colleague  and 


*  For  snbseqneut  proceedings,  see  infra,  Sept.  25,  1779. 
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myself  is  marked  B.  The  large  articles  of  family  expenses  and  postage 
of  letters  are  liere  inserted  only  in  the  large.  Dr.  Franklin  has  the 
original  books  of  account  of  all  these  particulars,  with  other  receipts  in 
them. 

The  account  marked  C  is  my  i^rivate  account  of  moneys  received  by 
me  singly,  and  includes  what  money  I  received  of  the  navy  board  at 
Boston  before  my  departure ;  what  I  received  of  the  continental  agents 
at  Bordeaux,  Nantes,  L'Orient,  etc. ;  what  I  received  of  Mr.  Franklin 
out  of  the  moneys  drawn  for  jointly,  and  what  I  received  of  Mr.  Grand, 
the  banker,  either  with  my  own  hand  or  by  drafts  upon  him  ;  the  amount 

of  all  which,   exclusive  of  a  draft  for  Mr.  Deane's  furniture,  is 

livres.  The  account  marked  D  is  a  particular  account  of  all  my  ex- 
penses, the  amount  of  which  is . 

This  includes  the  expenses  of  all  my  journeys  from  Bordeaux  to  Paris, 
from  Paris  to  Nantes,  from  Nantes  to  Brest,  from  Brest  back  again  to 
Nantes,  the  expenses  of  clothing  for  myself  and  servants,  and,  in  gen- 
eral, all  my  particular  expenses  of  every  kind.  During  the  time  the 
joint  account  was  kept  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  honorable  board  will  see 
that  Mr.  Franklin  paid  all  these  articles  out  of  the  joint  stock  which  I 
was  paying  for  out  of  my  particular.  The  effect  to  the  public  is  the 
same ;  but  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  observation  in  order  to  explain 
the  articles. 

The  honorable  board  will  also  see  in  this  account  of  mine  several 
.articles  for  books.  1  found  myself  in  France  ill- versed  in  the  language, 
the  literature,  the  science,  the  laws,  customs,  and  manners  of  that 
country,  and  had  the  mortification  to  find  my  colleagues  very  little 
better  informed  than  myself,  vain  as  this  may  seem.  I  found  also  that 
Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Deane,  and  Mr.  Lee  had  expended  considerable  sums 
for  books,  and  this  appeared  to  me  one  of  the  most  necessary  and  use- 
ful ways  in  which  money  had  ever  been  spent  in  that  country.  I  there- 
fore did  not  hesitate  to  expend  the  sums  mentioned  in  this  account  in 
this  way,  in  the  purchase  of  such  a  collection  of  books  as  were  calcu- 
lated to  qualify  one  for  conversation  and  for  business,  especially  the 
science  of  negotiation.  Accordingly  the  books  are  a  collection  of  books 
concerning  the  French  language,  and  criticism  concerning  French  history, 
laws,  customs,  and  manners;  but  above  all  a  large  collection  of  books 
on  the  public  law  of  Europe,  and  the  letters  and  memoirs  of  those  am- 
bassadors and  public  ministers  who  had  acquired  the  fairest  fame  and 
had  done  the  greatest  services  to  their  countries  in  this  way. 

The  honorable  board  will  judge  whether  this  is  a  "  reasonable  expense," 
and  whether  it  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  deducted  from  the  allowance. 
I  shall  submit  to  their  judgment  with  entire  satisfaction. 

All  the  articles  in  both  accounts  which  were  for  my  son  will  no  doubt 
be  deducted  from  my  allowance.  Yet  I  ought  to  observe  that  Mr.  Izard 
and  Mr.  William  Lee  have  supported  their  families.  Dr.  Franklin  has 
two  grandsons,  and  Mr.  A.  Lee  a  nephew,  Mr.  Deane  two  brothers, 
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and  afterwards  a  son ;  all  that  I  desire  is,  that  I  may  be  treated  like 
the  others. 

I  departed  frotu  my  own  house  the  13th  of  February,  1778,  and  hap- 
pily arrived  at  it  again  the  2d  of  August,  1779.  How  far  the  honora- 
ble board  will  judge  the  resolution  of  Congress,  allowing  three  months 
after  the  recall,  applicable  to  me,  I  do  not  know;  indeed,  whether  I  am 
recalled  to  this  moment  I  do  not  know.  All  I  desire  is  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  the  time  I  was  actually  in  the  service,  and  this  was  in 
fact  from  the  day  that  I  received  my  commission,  which  was  in  December, 
1777 ;  for  from  that  day  I  was  obliged  to  avoid  all  engagements  in  pri- 
vate business,  and  to  devote  myself  to  the  preparation  for  my  voyage 
as  much  as  at  any  time  after. 

I  shall  send  by  this  opportunity  all  the  vouchers  I  have.  When  I 
was  making  journeys  from  place  to  place  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
take  receipts  of  postilions,  tavern-keepers,  and  twenty  other  sorts  of 
people  for  small  suras ;  but  I  presume  no  man  will  say  his  expenses  have 
been  or  can  be  less  than  mine. 

The  United  States  have  no  house  rent,  or  hire  of  chariots  or  horses, 
or  horsemen,  or  servants,  or  furniture  of  houses  to  pay  for  me.  None 
of  these  things,  except  the  servant  who  went  with  me,  were  ever  added 
to  the  public  expenses  on  my  account.  There  are  two  or  three  small 
sums  in  the  account  paid  to  Mr.  Austin  for  services  while  he  acted  as 
my  secretary,  perhaps  six  weeks,  which  is  all  the  expense  the  public 
bore  for  secretaries  to  me.  I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  virtue  or  merit, 
for  I  am  convinced  it  was  an  error,  and  I  would  never  advise  any  other 
gentleman  to  follow  ray  example  in  these  particulars. 

I  was  obliged  to  be  at  some  expense  for  bedding  on  board  the  Sensi- 
ble in  my  passage  home,  as  the  board  will  see. 

I  submit  the  whole  to  the  consideration  of  the  board,  only  requesting 
that  I  may  be  informed  what  articles  are  allowed  in  the  settlement  of 
ray  account  under  the  head  of  reasonable  expenses  and  what  are  not. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  to  the  honorable  board,  their 
most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 

[Note  by  editor  of  J.  Adams'  Works.] 

This  letter  was  referred  by  Congress  in  the  first  place  to  the  corainissioners  of  ac- 
counts, who  made  a  report  upon  it  on  the  25th  of  October,  1779.  This  report  was 
again  referred  to  a  committee  of  their  own  body,  consisting  of  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr. 
Matthews,  and  Mr.  Houston,  who,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1780,  made  the  following  re- 
port, which  was  accepted  : 

"That  they  do  not  find  any  vote  or  proceeding  of  Congress,  nor  are  they  informed 
of  any  general  or  received  custom,  on  which  the  charge  of  moneys  for  the  education 
of  the  accomptant's  son  can  be  admitted  ;  and  though  the  same  is  inconsiderable,  they 
are  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be  rejected,  that  a  precedent  be  not  established  ;  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  charge  for  books  ought  to  be  admitted,  on  the  ground  of  a 
practice  which  has  obtained  in  ditierent  nations  respecting  their  public  ministers,  and 
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which  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  explanations  atteuaino;  his  vouchers  ;  that 
they  find  the  several  charges  in  the  said  accounts  conformable  to  the  strictest  prin- 
ciples of  economy,  and  that,  as  far  as  Mr.  Adams  has  been  intrusted  with  public 
money,  the  same  has  been  carefully  aud  frugally  expended."— Secret  journals  of  Con- 
gress, vol.  11,  p.  312. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  Scpfcmhcr  19,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  16th  of 
July,  with  the  journals  of  Congress,  in  which  I  see  with  sorrow  the  pro- 
ceedings with  regard  to  those  who  in  no  moment  of  their  lives  ever  neg- 
lected to  do  the  utmost  in  their  power  for  the  public  good.t 

For  myself,  I  trust  that  time  and  mature  consideration  will  alter  the 
opinion  of  those  gentlemen,  who  appear  desirou^  of  fixing  upon  me  a 
most  public  mark  of  suspicion  and  censure  with  some  little  precipita- 
tion, they  will  permit  me  to  say,  as  it  was  before  I  had  Iieen  heard. 
Among  those  gentlemen  there  are  some  whose  education  and  profession 
should  in  a  peculiar  manner  have  taught  them  that  it  is  laid  down  as 
a  fundamental  maxim  of  justice  that  he  who  gives  indgment,  the  one 
party  being  heard  and  the  otber  not,  though  he  should  happen  to  be 
right  in  his  decision,  commits  an  act  of  injustice. 

I  should  have  expected  that  not  only  Congress,  but  every  member  of 
it,  my  accusers  excepted,  would  have  been  ray  advocates,  because  your 
records  are  filled  with  proofs  of  my  early  aud  unremitting  endeavors  to 
serve  the  public.  Congress  will  bear  with  me  while  I  express  my  sur- 
prise that  the  delicacy  observed  in  wording  Mr.  Deane's  recall  was  re- 
versed in  the  proceedings  against  Mr.  Izard,  my  brother,  and  myself, 
unless  it  were  intended  to  hold  us  up  to  the  world  as  persons  who  had 
been  proved  guilty  of  offenses  against  their  country  ;  which,  if  it  were, 
may  God  in  his  infinite  mercy  forgive  it, 

I  am  fully  persuaded  that  time  and  riper  information  will  show  you 
that,  as  nothing  could  have  given  a  deeper  wound  to  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  the  CTnited  States  than  harmony  among  your  commissioners 
in  doing  ill,  there  was  use  aud  merit  in  the  suspicions  and  dissensions 
that  arose  among  them.  In  any  event,  they  who  consider  that  suspi- 
cions and  dissensions  may  and  have  existed  among  the  best  of  men  will 
mix  some  moderation  with  the  judgment  they  pass  upon  them.  They 
who  know  with  what  long  suffering  and  frequent  forgiveness  I  endeav- 
ored to  prevent  them  will  not  impute  the  blame  to  me. 

[Among  a  thousand  instances  I  could  give  of  this,  one  only  is  suffi- 
cient; that  is  my  having  forgiven  and  buried  a  long  time  in  oblivion  the 
atrocious  injury  done  me  in  the  beginning  by  Mr.  Carmichael  and  Mr. 
Deaue,  the  one  in  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  other  my  dispatches  in- 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Spark's  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,568,  with  omissions, 
t  Journal  of  Congress,  June  10,  1779. 
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trusted  to  hiin  for  the  secret  committee,  knowing  it  was  his  criminal 
intention  to  open  them,  which  the  other  immediately  perpetrated.  So 
it  stands  upon  the  confession  of  Mr.  Carmichael  himself,  certified  to  me 
by  three  witnesses.  His  words  are:  "  Mr.  Deane  informed  me  that  he 
was  ordered  by  Congress  to  correspond  with  Mr.  A.  Lee,  and  as  these 
dispatches  might  contain  some  information  of  the  state  of  Europe,  and 
might  be  very  useful  for  his  future  conduct,  desired  me  to  deliver  them 
to  him."  He  (Mr.  Carmichael)  told  Mr.  Deane  that  if  he  opened  them 
he  must  take  the  consequences  upon  himself,  to  which  Mr.  Deane  re- 
plied that  he  would.  Mr.  Carmichael  delivered  them  to  Mr.  Deane,  who 
opened  them  in  the  presence  of  a  Mr.  Rogers,  who  wrote  for  him,  now 
in  America,  and  will,  if  required,  certify  the  same.  It  was  not  the 
commission  of  an  act  which  he  knew  to  be  wrong  that  troubled  Mr. 
Carmichael,  but  the  fear  of  the  consequence.  It  was  not  his  honor 
pledged  to  me,  nor  his  fidelity  to  the  public,  which  restrained  his  min- 
istering to  the  wicked  intentions  of  another,  but  the  apprehension  of 
the  punishment  that  might  ensue.  Shield  me  only  from  that,  and,  in 
violation  of  everything  that  is  sacred  among  men,  take,  open,  and  em- 
ploy the  dispatches  committed  to  me  under  the  most  solemn  trust  to 
what  purposes  you  please.  But  they  onight  contain  some  information 
useful  to  him  in  Europe.  What !  information  destined  for  America 
useful  to  him  in  Europe?  And  was  it  necessary  to  commit  the  crime 
of  violating  the  seal  of  him  with  whom  he  was  directed  to  correspond, 
upon  a  surmise  of  getting  information  which  he  might  have  received 
surely  and  fully  from  that  correspondent  in  a  week's  time?  But  it  is 
beneath  me  to  refute  such  puerile  pretenses. 

These  are  my  accusers ;  these  are  the  witnesses.  They  sit  among  you; 
they  talk  of  their  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  United  States ;  they  are 
heard;  they  are  trusted.  I  am  ashamed  to  add,  these  are  the  men  under 
whose  calumnies  the  feelings,  the  honor,  the  reputations  of  your  most 
faithful  servants  have  bled  within  your  walls.]  * 

I  will  trouble  Congress  no  more  upon  this  vexed  and  unworthy  busi- 
ness. Sensible  as  I  was  of  the  honor  of  your  confidence,  I  was  equally 
sensible  of  the  sacrifice  I  made  of  my  private  affairs  to  the  public  serv- 
ice. I  received  your  commission,  therefore,  not  as  a  favor;  I  do  not  re- 
tain it  as  favor;  I  will  do  my  duty  while  I  keep  it,  and  resign  it,  when 
such  is  your  pleasure,  without  a  moments  regret.  When  times  less  criti- 
cal will  admit  of  less  reserve,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  prove  to  my  country 
and  to  the  world,  as  I  have  done  to  you,  that  your  confidence  in  me 
was  not  misplaced.  This  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  to  do  by  evidence  that 
will  carry  conviction  to  all  and  confusion  to  many. 

Congress  will  permit  me  to  hope  that  long  before  this  they  have  hon- 
ored me  with  full  instructions  relative  to  the  additional  articles  and 
the  boundary  between  the  territories  of  Spain  and  the  United  States, 
on  which  I  asked  their  commands  as  long  ago  as  February  and  April, 

*  Passage  ia  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 


SEPTEMBER    20,  1779.  331 

1778.  It  is  fortunate  tbat  I  have  not  yet  been  called  upon  on  that  sub- 
ject. But  it  is  impossible  to  say  how  long  it  will  be  delayed ;  and  no 
heavier  misfortune  could  befall  me  than  to  be  left  uninstructed  in  a  busi- 
ness of  such  moment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


J.  Adams  to  McKean.* 

Braesttree,  September  20,  1779. 
It  is  a  long  time  since  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  you ;  but  my  esteem 
is  not  at  all  diminished.    None  of  us  have  anything  to  boast  of  in  these 

»  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  484. 

Thomas  McKean  was  born  of  Scotch-Irish  parentage,  in   Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  March  19,  1734.    His  early  education  was  in  the  academy  of  the  Kev.  Francis 
Allison,  and  from  this  school  he  proceeded  to  study  law  in  the  office  of  David  Finney, 
of  New  Castle,  Delaware.     Admitted  to  the  bar  at  New  Castle,  and  afterwards  at 
West  Chester,  he  crossed  the  ocean,  became  a  student  in  the  Middle  Temple,  London 
where  he  was  admitted  on  May  9,  1758.     After  his  return  to  America  he  practised  law 
in  Philadelphia  and  in  the  adjoining  counties.     In  1765  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  assembly,  to  which  body  he  was  elected  for  a  series  of  years,  hold- 
ing his  seat  during  the  Revolution.     In  those  days  the  division  of  Delaware  from 
Pennsylvania  was  not  absolute,  and  McKean,  living  on  the  border  of  Delaware,  and 
having  property  therein,  held  from  time  to  time  otHce  in  that  State.     In  17C5  he  was 
appointed  president  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pieas.  New  Castle  county,  Dela- 
ware ;  and  in  1774  he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  Congress  from  the  lower  counties  in 
that  State.     He  remained  a  member  of  Congress  for  an  unbroken  series  of  elections 
till  1783.     He  was  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  as,  will  be  hereafter 
seen,  was  President  of  Congress  in  1761.     During  the  political  struggles  in  the  provin- 
cial assembly  he  and  Franklin  differed  in  matters  of  public  policy,  and  this  difference 
continued  for  years.     McKean  sympathized  in   the  main  also  with  Samuel  Adams, 
sharing  for  a  time  that  eminent  statesman's  dread  of  executive  power.        In  1777 
he  was  elected  chief-justice  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  same  year  president  of  Dela- 
ware, the  constitution  of  which  State  was  mainly  drawn  by  him.     As  a  judge  he  was 
industrious,   energetic,  and   determined  ;  and  some   of  his  decisions  are  still  quoted 
with  resi)ect,  though  he  occasionally  allowed,  as  in  CoUett's  case,  personal  and  politi- 
cal sympathy  to  betray  him  iuto  the  use  of  langnage  a  little  too  vehement  for  his  po- 
sition.    In  Congress,  sympathizing  as  he  did  with  Samuel  Adams,  he  was  found  fre- 
quently in  what   might  be  called  the   "  mountain  "  in  political  divisions.    As  time 
passed  on,  however,  his  views  became  more  comprehensive,  though  he  sided,  owing 
to  his  political  sympathy  with  the  "Lees  and  Adamses,"  with  Arthur  Lee  in  his  con- 
troversy with  Franklin.  In  1776-77  McKean  commanded  a  battalion,  which  was  active 
in  the  war  then  raging  in  New  Jersey.     When  the  Federal  Constitution  of  1787  came  up 
for  adoption,  his  opposition  to  executive  co-ordinaucy,  like  that  of  Samuel  Adams,  was 
so  far  modified  as  to  enable  him  to  give  that  Constitution  his  efficient  support.     In 
1799  he  was  elected   governor  of  Pennsylvania,  resigning  on  his  election  his  seat  as 
chief-justice;  and  he  held  the  office  of  governor,  by  successive  elections,  until  1808. 
In  politics  he  was  a  supporter  of  Jefferson,  and  to  his  courage  and  energy  the  success 
of  the  Jefferson  ticket  in  Pennsylvania  in  1799  was  in  a  large  measure  due.     Towards 
the  end  of  his  political  career,  however,  on  a  division  of  the  democratic  party,  he  took 
ground  with  what  was  called  the  more  conservative  wing,  and  was  re-elected  by  the 
support  of  the  federalists. 
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times  in  respect  to  the  happiness  of  life.  You  have  been  in  disagree- 
able scenes,  I  doubt  not;  mine  have  been  much  worse  than  I  expected. 

I  never  heard  of  any  jealousy,  or  envy,  or  malevolence  among  our 
commissioners  at  Paris  until  my  arrival  at  Bordeaux.  Judge  of  my 
surprise,  grief,  and  mortilicatiou,  then,  when  I  heard  at  Bordeaux,  and 
found  on  my  arrival  at  Paris,  the  heat  and  fury  to  which  it  had  arisen. 
Both  sides  most  earnestly  besieged  me  in  order  to  get  me  to  join  their 
party;  but  I  saw  the  only  part  a  man  of  honor  and  confidence  could 
take  in  my  situation  was  to  join  neither.  Accordingly,  I  invariably  and 
firuily  refused  to  have  anything  to  do  with  their  disputes,  before  my 
arrival  or  after,  any  further  than  they  should  unavoidably  intermix 
with  the  public  questions  in  which  my  office  obliged  me  to  give  an 
opinion  ;  and  then  to  give  it  impartially  for  the  public  good.  I  accord- 
ingly lived  not  only  in  peace,  but  in  apparent  friendship  with  both 
sides.  If  there  was  any  animosity  in  either  against  me  personally,  it 
was  very  artfully  concealed  from  me,  and  certainly  never  had  any  just 
cause.  Since  my  arrival  here  I  am  informed  that  I  have  been  honored 
with  a  little  of  the  ill  humor  of  both  sides,  and  I  beg  your  assistance  iu 
Congress  that  I  may  be  informed  of  the  particulars  as  I  have  requested. 
Congress  have  done  the  only  thing  that  could  dissolve  the  charm;  that 
is,  left  one  alone. 

An  opposition  iu  parliament,  in  a  house  of  assembly,  in  a  council,  in 
congress,  is  highly  useful  and  necessary  to  balance  individuals  and 
bodies  and  interests  one  against  another,  and  bring  the  truth  to  light 
and  justice  to  prevail.  But  an  opposition  in  a  foreign  embassy,  in  the 
circumstances  of  this  country  and  of  Europe,  is  ruin.  There  can  be  no 
secrecy,  no  confidence,  when  such  an  opposition  takes  place,  much  less 
where  there  are  such  infernal  quarrels  as  were  between  my  colleagues. 

It  would  be  better  to  employ  a  single  man  of  sense,  even  although  he 
should  be  as  selfish  and  interested  as  possible  consistent  with  fealty  to 
his  country,  than  three  honest  men,  even  of  greater  abilities,  any  two 
of  whom  should  be  at  open  variance  with  each  other.  It  would  be  bet- 
ter to  em[)loy  a  single  stockjobber  or  a  single  monopolizer.  It  is  better 
still,  no  doubt,  to  employ  one  man  of  virtue  and  ability. 

I  presume  Congress  intend  to  appoint  a  secretary  to  the  commission, 
and  to  appoint  consuls  for  the  management  of  commercial  and  mari- 
time matters.  It  is  highly  necessary.  Franklin  is  a  wit  and  a  humorist, 
I  know.  He  may  be  a  philosopher  for  what  I  know.  But  he  is  not  a 
sufficient  statesman  for  all  the  business  he  is  in.  He  knows  too  little 
of  American  affairs,  of  the  politics  of  Europe,  and  takes  too  little  pains 
to  inform  himself  of  either  to  be  sufficient  for  all  these  things— to  be 
ambassador,  secretary,  admiral,  consular  agent,  etc.  Yet  such  is  his 
name  on  both  sides  the  water,  that  it  is  best,  perhaps,  that  he  should 
be  left  there;  but  a  secretary  and  consuls  should  be  appointed  to  do 
the  business  or  it  will  not  be  done,  or  if  done,  it  will  be  by  people  who 
insinuate  themselves  into  his  coufidence,  without  either  such  heads  or 
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hearts  as  Congress  should  trust.  He  is  too  old,  too  mflrm,  too  iudolent 
and  dissipated,  to  be  sufficient  lor  the  discharge  of  all  the  important 
duties  of  ambassador,  board  of  war,  board  of  treasury,  commissary  of 
prisoners,  etc.,  as  he  is  at  present  in  that  department,  besides  an  im- 
mense correspondence  and  acquaintance,  each  of  which  would  be  enough 
for  the  whole  time  of  the  most  active  man  in  the  vigor  of  youth. 

I  write  plainly,  but  confidentially.  I  write  to  you,  because  I  believe 
you  have  not  been  heated  with  any  of  the  personal  disputes  between  or 
concerning  the  commissioners. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

The  Hague,  Septemher  20,  1779. 

Honored  Sirs  :  Returned  from  Passy — where  I  have  been  detained 
some  weeks  longer  thau  I  had  proposed  to  stay,  and  during  which 
aflairs  have  not  suffered  here  from  my  absence,  because  1  constantly 
kept  up  correspondence  with  our  great  and  worthy  friend  in  this 
country ;  returned  also  from  Amsterdam,  where  I  was  ordered  to  go  for 
some  business— I  have  now  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  the  public 
papers,  which  will  apprise  you  what  has  happened  through  Europe 
these  last  months ;  you  will  see  also  by  the  extract  of  my  letter  to  his 
excellency  at  Passy  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  this  republic. 

Dr.  Franklin  has  not  yet  had  leisure  to  send  me  back  the  plan  of  a 
future  treaty  with  this  republic,  to  which  he  is  to  join  his  remarks. 

I  am  to  set  out  after  to-morrow  for  Texel  with  letters  and  secret  in- 
structions to  Commodore  Jones'  squadron,  whose  arrival  there  I  ex- 
pect every  day;  therefore  I  must  finish  here  abruptly,  and  defer  writing 
to  his  excellency  the  President  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  his  letter 
of  the  3d  of  January  last  to  Dr.  Franklin,  also  of  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress about  Colonel  Diriks  of  December  23,  1778.  I  only  add  here  that 
I  have  no  doubt  the  colonel  is  fitter  for  fighting  battles  than  for  manag- 
ing treaties  or  loans. 

Neufville,  too,  seems  to  me,  as  well  as  to  the  gentlemen  at  Passy,  to 
have  promised  more  thau  he  can  now  effectuate  respecting  a  loan; 
however,  I  still  recommend  him  to  other  good  American  merchants  as 
a  house  very  proper  to  deal  with  in  the  mercantile  line. 

Still  begging  your  protection  and  praying  heartily  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks' Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  267,  with  verbal  changes  and 
omissious. 
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Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Boston,  September  23,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  this 
mouth.  I  thauk  you,  sir,  for  your  obliging  congratulations  on  my  re- 
turu  to  my  family  and  country. 

The  reason  why  my  letters  of  the  27th  of  February  and  the  1st  of 
March  arrived  so  late  was,  that  they  were  delivered  at  the  tiuie  of  their 
dates  to  gentlemen  then  bound  to  the  seaports  who  expected  to  sail 
directly  for  America,  but  were  disappointed  of  passages  until  the 
vessels  sailed  under  the  convoy  of  the  Sensible. 

I  have  not  my  letter-book  here,  but  I  don't  remember  that  they  con- 
tained anything  of  much  consequence;  so  that  I  suppose  the  incon- 
venience of  their  late  arrival  was  not  much. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  make  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  the 
members  of  Congress,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Congress.t 

In  Congress,  September  25,  1779. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  paper  of  intelligence  com- 
municated by  M.  Gerard,  on  the  7th  instant,  reported  the  draft  of  a 
letter  in  answer  to  the  said  communication,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 

Sir:  The  sentiments  contained  in  the  paper  laid  before  Congress  on 
the  7th  instant  have  given  us  great  uneasiness,  as  they  admitted  the 
possibility  of  an  event  which  we  can  not  contemplate  without  pain  and 
regret.  Nevertheless,  as  they  demonstrate  the  anxieties  of  a  faithful 
friend,  Congress  are  willing  again  to  testify  their  unalterable  attachment 
to  the  terms  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  more  especially  as  we  wish 
you,  on  leaving  America,  to  take  with  you  a  solemn  assurance  of  our 
fixed  dispositions. 

"Reposing  ourselves  upon  that  Almighty  Power,  whose  interposition 
in  our  behalf  we  have  often  seen  and  adored,  confident  of  the  unanimity 
and  zeal  of  our  fellow  citizens  throughout  these  States,  assured  of  the 
assistance  and  support  of  our  great  ally,  relying  that  the  good  and 
brave  everywhere  regard  our  cause  with  interested  attention,  we  firmly 
repeat  what  we  have  already  declared,  that  no  ofier  of  advantage, 
however  great  and  alluring,  no  extremes  of  danger,  however  alarming, 
shall  induce  us  to  violate  the  faith  we  have  given  and  the  resolutions 
we  have  adopted,  for  the  observance  of  which  we  have  solemnly  pledged 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor." 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  600,  with  verbal  changes. 
t  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  G41. 
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After  debate, 

Ordered^  That  the  President  return  the  following  answer : 
Sir  :  Congress  feel  themselves  obliged  by  your  communication  of  the 
7th  instant,  and  are  happy  that  M.  Gerard  will  be  able  to  contradict, 
from  the  fullest  evidence,  every  insinuation  which  may  be  made  preju- 
dicial to  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  United  States. 


Congress — Proceedings   as   to  Election   and    Commissioning   of  Plenipoten- 
tiaries.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  supra,  September  17,  1779.] 

September  25, 1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  their  foreign  affairs. 

Resolved^  That  Congress  proceed  to-morrow  to  the  election  of  a  proper 
person  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  and  that  persons  be  immediately 
put  in  nomination  ;  whereupon 

Mr.  John  Adams  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  J.  Jay  by  Mr. 

Smith. 

September  2G,  1779. 

According  to  order  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister 
l)lenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  the  ballots  being 
taken  and  counted,  no  election  was  made. 

Congress  proceeded  again  to  ballot,  and  the  votes  being  counted,  no 
election  was  made. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  election  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be  appointed  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
hy  Mr.  Marchant, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Peabody No.      No. 

Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 

Massachusetts ^  Mr.  Lovell No.     >No. 

Mr.  Partridge No.    ) 


Rhode  Island. 


Connecticut 


^  Mr.  Marchant No.    ?g 

\  Mr.  Collins Aye.  ^ 

<  Mr.  Huntington Aye.  ?  *  ve 

^  Mr.  Root Aye.  i    ^  " 

T,.       V    1  ^  Mr.  Jay Aye.?. 

New  York JxMr.  Lewis Aje.]^^^' 

New   lersev  ]  ^^^-  ^^^^ ^^^^  f  Aye- 

iNew  Jersey ^  ^^  Houston Aye.  ^    ^ 

C Mr,  Armstrong No.  "j 

„  1        .  I  Mr.  Shippen No.    \q 

Pennsylvania Ulr.  Atlee Aye.  r* 

l^Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  J 


*  MSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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Delaware Mr.  McKean No.      No. 

{Mr.  Paca A.ye."| 
Mr.  Carmichael Aye.  I   . 
Mr.  Forbes Aye.  f  ^y«- 
Mr.  Jeuifcr Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Smith Aye,  ^ 

I  Mr.Griffiu Aye.  | 

Virginia ■{  Mr.  Flemiug Aye.  )  Aye. 

I  Mr.  Mercer Aye.  | 

l^  Mr.  Fitzbugb Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Harriet Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina .?  Mr.  Hewes Aye.  >  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Sharpe Aye.  ) 

r.      ^^   ri      T  ^  Mr.  Laureus. Aye.  }  . 

South  Carolina <  t.,     t,,   .^  .         ?  Aye. 

^  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  ^     •' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afQrmative. 

Congress  tbeu  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty;  when 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Laureus ; 

Mr.  John  Adams  by  Mr.  Paca ; 

Mr.  John  Jay  by  Mr.  Mercer. 

September  27,  1779. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday  relative  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  ministev  plenipotentiary,  etc.,  be  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  after  the  word  '' i^lenipoteutiary"  be  inserted  "in 
lieu  of  a  commissioner." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolutiou  as  amended,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

Ne  w  Hampshire -  -  ^  ^J""-  f  ^^^^f  ^ No.    }^ 

'■  ^  Mr.  Laugdon No.     ^ 

f  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ^ 

Massachusetts  Bay {  S'"  ^T^^f ^' ?''■    > 0- 

•'  ]  Mr.  Holtou Aye.  ( 

t  Mr.  Partridge No.   J 

^"o.ui.uu.x S£Sil;:"';;;:;:;:::;Se.S°- 

'=°""- "-» { III:  g"„f."r.'?r.::::;::-i^::  W- 

''^  ""^^ { £  Sia  ;:::::::;;:::;a^:;  S*.-. 

n-'j«»»j S£-S±,-^; Ilt-Uyo- 


\  Mr.  Houston Aye. 

(  Mr.  Armstrong No.    ^ 

I  Mr.  Shippen No.    | 

Pennsylvania '  ^J^""  ^^^^f ^/«-  U. 

•'  ]  Mr.  Searle No.    ( 

I  Mr.  Muhlenberg Aye.  | 

l^Mr.  Wynkoop Aye.  ) 

f  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ^ 

Maryland |  JJ^-  Carmichael Aye.  [  . 

•'  ^  Mr.  V  orbes Aye.  [     •' 

I,  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  J 
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f  Mr.  Smith Aye.^ 


Virginia rM^- Sr"^'' f^*''  Uve 

'^  ]  Mr.  Mercer Aye.  (     ^ 

(.  Mr,  Fitzbugh Aye.  J 

(  Mr.  Harnet Aye.  ) 

/  Mr.  Hewea Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Shariie Aye.  ) 

South  Carolina m '^  m^T''' ?°-       0 

)  Mr.  Mathew3  Aye.  S 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  in  lien  of  a  commissioner 
be  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  com- 
merce between  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  an  election,  and  the  ballot  being  taken, 

Mr.  John  Jay  was  elected  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty.  Mr.  John  Adams  was 
elected  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain.* 

*The  following  particulars  respecting  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jay  are 
taken  from  a  manuscript  letter  written  by  Mr.  Gerard  to  Count  Vergennes  : 

"Sejitember  25. — Congress  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  minister  to  Spain.  The 
friends  of  Arthur  Lee  made  strong  efforts  to  have  his  commission  renewed.  The  mo- 
tion was  put  in  a  direct  form,  and  lost  by  so  large  a  majority  as  to  destroy  all  hope 
of  his  succeeding.  A  motion  was  then  put  that  they  should  proceed  to  a  choice  of 
a  person  or  persons  who  should  be  charged  with  the  powers  of  making  peace.  This 
was  carried.  A  member  then  proposed  that  Franklin  and  John  Adams  should  be 
appointed  jointly.  Many  members  were  opposed  to  a  junction  of  any  sort.  The 
liarty  from  the  east  then  proposed  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  party  from  the  south  Mr. 
Jay.  The  decision  of  the  question  was  deferred  till  tbe  next  day.  The  event  of  the 
election  would  seem  to  be  problematical.  Four  States  have  declared  for  Adams  and 
the  same  number  for  Jay.  The  accidental  presence  or  absence  of  any  of  the  deputies 
of  the  other  States  would  decide  the  question.  Your  letter  to  Mr.  Adams  has  pro- 
duced an  impression  highly  favorable  to  him. 

^'September  26.— The  election  of  ministers  plenipotentiary  occurred  to-day.  The 
first  ballot  gave  five  States  for  Adams  and  four  for  Jay.  The  act  of  Confederation 
requires  seven  votes  for  a  valid  election.  The  second  ballot  gave  sis  votes  for  Jay 
and  five  for  Adams.  The  friends  of  the  former,  perceiving  that  Arthur  Leo  was  per- 
petually the  cause  of  division  on  this  subject  as  on  all  others,  jiut  the  motion,  Shall 
a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Spain  be  nominated?  The  affirmative  was  sustained 
by  seven  States,  against  two.  Only  seven  individuals  of  thirty-eight  were  for  the 
negative.  By  this  vote  the  commission  of  Arthur  Lee  was  virtually  revoked.  One 
of  his  partisans  then  named  him  as  minister  plenipotentiary.  There  are  now  three 
candidates,  and  the  election  is  deferred  till  to-morrow.  It  is  hoped  by  some  that  Mr. 
Adams  will  be  named  for  Spain  and  Mr.  Jay  for  the  peace.  This  arrangement  prom- 
ises to  conciliate  the  parties,  and  M.  de  la  Luzerne  thinks  with  me  that  we  shall 
have  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

"Septemher  27.— At  length,  the  plenipotentiaries  are  chosen.  Mr.  Jay  is  destined 
for  Spain  and  the  full  powers  for  peace  are  confided  to  Mr.  Adams.  One  vote  only 
was  found  in  favor  of  Arthur  Lee.  The  choice  of  Mr.  Jay  leaves  nothing  to  desire. 
To  much  intelligence  and  the  best  intentions  he  joins  a  conciliating  spirit.  As  to 
Mr.  Adams,  I  am  not  acquainted  with  him,  nor  is  he  known  to  but  a  few  of  the  pres- 
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Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

Passy,  September  26,  1779. 
SiE :  I  received  yesterday  evening  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me 
the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  together  with  the  packet  for  M.  de  la 
Luzerne,  which  I  shall  take  care  to  forward  with  my  dispatches.  I 
could  have  wished  it  had  been  possible  to  write  something  positive  to 
the  Congress  by  this  opportunity  on  the  subject  of  the  supplies  they 
have  asked,  because  I  apprehend  great  inconveniences  may  arise  from 
their  being  left  in  a  stat(i  of  uncertainty  on  that  account,  not  only  as 
the  hope  or  expectation  of  obtaining  those  supi)lies  may  prevent  their 
taking  other  measures,  if  possible,  to  obtain  them,  but  as  the  disai)- 
pointment  will  give  great  advantage  to  their  enemies,  external  and 
internal.  Your  excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  excuse  my  making 
this  observation,  whicb  is  forced  from  me  by  my  great  anxiety  ou  the 
occasion. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


ent  members  of  Congress.  He  lias  tbe  reputation  of  an  honest  man,  and  the  pre- 
sumption that  he  would  be  agreeable  to  you  has  iuflueuced  their  opinions."— 6 
Sparks'  Washington,  385. 

Mr.  Jay  was  appointed  ou  the  27th  of  September,  1779,  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  aud  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain.  In  rcpjy  to  the  above  letter  he  wrote  :  "Your  very  frieudly  letter  of  the 
7th  instant  gave  mo  all  the  pleasure  which  accompanies  marks  of  cordial  esteem  and 
attachment  from  those  whose  commendation  is  i)raise  and  whose  friendship  ia  dis- 
criminating. Amoug  the  objects  of  my  mission  are  some  which,  however  just,  will 
not  be  easily  attained,  and  therefore  its  success  will  be  precarious,  aud  probably 
partial.  The  only  satisfaction  I  promise  myself  from  the  appointment  will  flow  from 
the  rectitude  with  which  tbe  duties  of  it  will  be  discharged,  and  not  from  a  prospect 
of  general  approbation.  God  graut  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when  peace 
and  liberty  shall  lead  you  from  the  held  to  enjoy  iu  silence  and  retirement  the  lux- 
ury of  reflecting  that  you  have  saved  your  country.     Adieu." — October  14. 

Mr.  Jay  had  given  great  satisfaction  to  all  parties  iu  discharging  the  duties  of  his 
office.  When  he  was  elected,  it  seems  he  did  not  intend  retaining  the  post  for  a  long 
time.  Ob  that  occasion  Mr,  Duane,  a  member  of  Congress  from  New  York,  wrote  to 
Governor  Clinton  as  follows : 

"Mr.  Laurens, who  has  been  in  the  chair  thirteen  months,  resignc*d  yesterday.  A 
great  majority  of  Congress  immediately  determined  that  one  of  the  New  York  dele- 
gates should  succeed  to  the  chair.  We  held  up  General  Schuyler,  which  seemed  to  be 
very  agreeable.  On  account  of  his  absence,  Mr.  Jay  was  prevailed  on  to  take  the  ohair, 
with  a  resolution  on  his  part  to  resign  in  favor  of  General  Schuyler  as  soon  as  he 
attends."— December  10,  1778.  General  Schuyler  did  not  take  his  seat  in  Congress 
till  several  weeks  after  Mr.  Jay  was  appointed  minister  to  Spain." — 6  Sparks'  Wash- 
ington, 377. 

*8  Sparks'  Franklin,  382;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  441. 
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.   Iiovell  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Confidential.] 

Philadelphia,  Monday,  September  27,  1779. 

Not  knowing,  iny  dear  sir,  how  certain  things  now  in  agitation  may 
this  day  be  terminated  here,  I  choose  to  state  at  this  time  some  pro- 
ceedings two  days  okl,  that  I  may  not  be  thought  to  give  them  a  gloss 
in  the  style  of  an  after-prophet  turned  historian  or  painter.  For  a 
groundwork  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen, 
with  its  consequent  yeas  and  nays,  which  is  certainly  now  in  your 
hands  in  print ;  and  also  to  what  you  must  have  somehow  or  other 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  respecting  a  long  struggle  about  cod  and 
haddock  ;t  and,  further,  to  your  own  reading  and  judgment  concerning 
the  parliamentary  i^ropriety  of  appointing  a  man  to  carry  into  effect 
by  all  the  powers  of  skillful  negotiation  a  measure  to  which  he  has 
been  opposed  tooth  and  nail  in  the  whole  preparatory  progress  of  it; 
nor  can  I  omit  to  call  to  your  mind  wliat  I  already  must  have  written 
either  to  you  or  the  lovely  Portia,  that  the  lentor  of  proceedings  here 
should  account  for  the  appearances  of  injustice  done  you  by  an  assem- 
bly nine-tenths  of  which  profess,  and  probably  have,  an  esteem  for 
you. 

Two  things  are  to  be  transacted  with  Britain,  a  major  and  consequent 
minor,  as  soon  as  her  madness  and  folly  begin  to  subside.  But  only 
one  agent  is  to  manage  them.  The  commissions  are  drawn,  and  in- 
structions also.  The  blanks  are  to  be  filled.  Dr.  Franklin  was  nomi- 
nated out  of  order.  This  led  one  man  to  suggest  that  he  should  find 
himself  obliged,  when  such  a  nomination  should  again  be  attempted 
and  done  in  order,  to  follow  it  with  the  nomination  of  Dr.  Lee,  as  a  much 
more  suitable  character^  which  he  would  endeavor  to  make  plain  by 
various  testimonies  in  his  possession,  part  known  and  part  yet  un- 
known to  the  assembly.  A  question  was  then  moved  by  a  gentleman 
in  that  company  named  Matthews,  and  seconded  by  one  named  Lovell  X 
that  no  member,  while  there  acting,  or  for  nine  months  after,  should 
be  elected  to  a  place  for  which  he,  or  another  for  him,  received  any  sal- 
ary, etc.  By  yeas  and  nays  the  nine  months'  §  part  was  lost;  and  the 
other  part  by  the  previous  question.  J.  Adams  was  nominated  by 
Mr.  Laurens,  and  J.  Jay  by  Mr.  Smith.  Adjourned  to  meet  on  the 
next  day  (Sunday)  at  10  o'clock.  Met.  Balloted :  five  for  J.  A.,  four  for 
J.  J.,  three  could  not  agree.  On  a  second  trial,  six  for  J.  A.,  four  for  J.  J., 
one  could  not  agree.    The  mover  of  the  motion  above  not  being  likely  to 


*  9  John  Adams'  Works,  486. 

t  Secret  journals,  vol.  2,  pp.  130-145,  149-167,  173-189,  201-210.  An  abstract  of 
these  proceedings,  is  to  be  found  in  the  valuable  report  lately  made  for  the  Treasury 
Department  by  Mr.  Sabine,  on  the  American  Fisheries,  pp.  149-151.— (Note,  9  J.  Adams' 
VVork8,4S7.) 

t  According  to  the  secret  journals  Mr.  Gerry  seconded  this  motion.— (W.) 

§  This  was  presented  in  the  shape  of  an  amendment  to  the  original  motion.— (id.) 
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consent  with  liis  colleague  to  carry  it  into  effect,  the  balloting  was 
postponed. 

It  had  been  frequently  pressed  on  the  members  to  order  some  re- 
solves now  on  the  table,  and  but  very  lately  passed,  respecting  points 
on  which  the  temper  of  Spain  towards  us  greatly  depends,  to  be  for- 
warded to  the  commissioner  at  that  court  as  answers  to  the  questions 
which  he  hinted  to  us  in  six  days  after  the  treaties  with  France;  again 
on  the  2d  of  April ;  again  plainly  and  urgently  for  our  answer  on  August 
27;  again  more  urgently  on  October  19  ;  again  on  December  5,  etc.  A 
cut  anddried  commission,  such  as  must  pass  hereafter  was  produced, 
moved  for,  and  seconded,  out  of  order.  A  motion  was  then  made  and 
seconded  for  choosing  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  do  exactly  what  a 
commissio7ier  is  now  fully  authorized  to  do ;  as  much  so  exactly  as  were 
the  three  at  the  court  of  France.  The  pretense  for  this  was  the  accepted 
second  paragraph  of  a  report  (vide  April  15)  that  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary were  only  necessary  at  Versailles  and  Madrid,  the  spirit  and  in- 
tent of  which  paragraph  lay  in  the  word  only^  and  not  in  a  technical  use 
of  ministers,  as  settled  by  France  and  us  on  the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard. 

Some  good  and  not  young  men  on  this  question  saw  not  the  trap  un- 
der the  chaff.  Who  could  deny  that  we  have  assented  to  additional 
parade  and  exi^ense  in  a  minister  above  a  commissioner?  Who  could 
deny  that  two  persons  would  be  in  pay,  for  a  time,  at  once  to  do  the 
same  business  ?  Wiio  could  deny  that  A.  Lee's  complete  vindications 
were  on  the  table  of  Congress  ?  This  last  matter  and  all  characterizing 
was  said  to  be  untimely,  as  much  as  in  a  question  about  creating  a 
quartermaster-^^enera/,  when  we  had  a  quartermaster.  For  that  A.  Lee 
stood  as  fair  for  nomination  to  the  new  commission  as  any  man  else,  and 
tJien  we  should  be  allowed  full  liberty  to  speak  to  character.  A  ma- 
jority can  tlius  kill,  but  it  requires  seven  to  make  alive.  But  seven  thus 
killed.  For  Mr.  Laurens,  though  ho  spoke  against  the  question,  voted 
for  it,  and  then  nominated  A.  Lee.  This  act  of  his  in  such  a  desperate 
case  does  not  make  up  for  depriving  a  much  injured  man  of  the  advan- 
tage of  showing  that  he  was  artfully  knocked  down  by  six  upon  a  pre- 
sumption that  seven  could  not  be  found  to  assist  in  recovering  him  from 
the  violence  of  the  blow.  Mr.  J.  Adams  was  also  nominated  for  Spain 
by  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  J.  Jay  by  Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia. 

This  accommodation  scheme  had  been  proposed  in  whispers  early  in 
the  morning,  to  provide  places  for  the  two  nominated  the  day  before ; 
one  to  have  a  post  of  the  highest  honor  and  the  other  to  take  the  post 
of  a  man  murdered  on  purpose  to  make  room.  Are  not  these  doings 
a  complete  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  and  the 
proceedings  thereon  months  ago  !  Look  at  the  names.  Here  I  must 
join  in  an  old  exclamation  of  F.  L.  L.,  when  he  had  seen  a  whole  day 
wasted,  "What  d — d  dirty  work  is  this  of  politics !  " 

I  will  now  state  the  votes,  remarking  that,  being  Sunday,  Mr.  McKean 
was  able  to  attend ;  but  your  sworn  friend,  the  farmer,*  will  alone  finish 

*  John  Dickinson. 
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it.  New  York  is  represented  by  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Lewis,  not  by  one. 
New  Jersey  by  Mr.  Fell  and  Mr.  Houston,  Connecticut  by  Mr.  Huntinj?- 
ton  or  Mr.  Root. 

First  ballot. — J.  A.  New  Hampsliire,  Massachusetts,  Eliode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  five.  J.  J. — New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  four. 

Second  ballot. — J,  A. — New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Khode  Island, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  six.  J.  J. — New  York,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  New  Jersey,  five. 

Vote  for  a  minister  to  Sjyain. — Yea:  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  seven. 
Nay :  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Delaware,  three.  Divided : 
Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  two. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  the  Election  and  Commissioning  of  the  Peace 
Plenipotentiaries  and  other  Ministers.! 

[For  i)rior  proceedings,  see  supra,  September  25,  1779.] 

September  28,  1779. 

On  motion 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  the  ajipointment  of  a  secre- 
tary for  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles  and  for 
each  of  the  ministers  who  are  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  courts  of 
Spain  and  Great  Britain. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination : 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and 
amity  and  commerce  with  Spain,  Mr.  William  Carmichael,  by  Mr.  Hewes. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  Mr.  John  Trumbull,  by  Mr. 
Laurens;  Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jr.,  by  Mr.  Holton;  Mr.  Francis  Dana, 
by  Mr.  Peabody. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  Mr.  Peter 
Scull,  by  Mr.  Atlee;  Mr.  John  Laurens,  by  Mr.  Gerry. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr. 
Marchant,  appointed  to  prepare  drafts  of  commissions,  reported  the 
same,  which  were  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace: 
The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts 

Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 

New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary  land,  Virginia,  North  Car- 
olina, South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents 

send  greeting. 

It  being  probable  that  a  negotiation  will  soon  be  commenced  for 
putting  an  end  to  the  hostilities  between  his   most  Christian  maj- 

*  These  ballots  are  not  given  in  the  journal.— Note,  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  489. 
tMSS.  secret  journals  of  Congress,  compariag  printed  journals. 


342  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

esty  and  these  United  States  on  the  one  part,  and  his  Britannic 
majesty  on  the  other  part,  and  it  being  the  sincere  desire  of  the  United 
States  that  they  may  be  terminated  by  a  peace  founded  on  such  solid 
and  equitable  principles  as  reasonably  to  promise  a  permanency  of  the 
blessings  of  tranquillity :  Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  confiding  in  the 
integrity,  prudence,  and  ability  of ,  have  nominated  and  consti- 
tuted, and  by  these  presents  do  nominate  and  constitute,  him,  the  said 

,  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  full  powers,  general  and 

special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  with 
the  ambassadors  or  plenipotentiaries  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and 
of  his  Britannic  majesty  and  those  of  any  other  powers  or  states  whom 
it  may  concern  vested  with  equal  jjowers,  relating  to  the  re-establish- 
ment of  peace  and  friend-ship,  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and 
concluded  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  sign  and  thereupon  make  a  treaty 
or  treaties,  and  to  transact  everything  that  may  be  necessary  for  com- 
pleting, securing,  and  strengthening  the  great  work  of  pacification  in 
as  ample  form  and  with  the  same  effect  as  if  we  were  personally  present 
and  acted  therein ;  hereby  promising  in  good  faith  that  we  will  accept, 
ratify,  fulfill,  and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded,  and 
signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  that  we  will  never  act 
nor  suffer  any  person  to  act  contrary  to  the  same  in  whole  or  in  any 
part. 

In  witness  whereof  we   have  caused  these  presents  to   be  given 

in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  —  day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America.     Signed  by  the  President  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 
For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  etc.,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents  send  greeting : 
It  being  the  desire  of  the  United  States  that  the  peace  which  may 
be  established  between  them  and  his  Britannic  majesty  may  be  perma- 
nent and  accompanied  with  the  mutual  benefits  derived  from  commerce: 
Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and 

ability  of ,  have  nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents 

do  nominate  and  constitute,  him,  the  said ,our  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, giving  him  full  power,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality, 
to  confer,  agree,  and  conclude  with  the  ambassador  or  pleni[)oten- 
tiary,  of  his  Britannic  majesty  vested  with  equal  powers  of,  and  con- 
cerning a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  con- 
cluded for  us  and  in  our  name  to  sign  and  thereupon  make  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  and  to  transact  everything  that  may  be  necessary  for  com- 
pleting, securing,  and  strengthening  the  same  in  as  ample  form  and 
with  the  same  effect  as  if  we  were  personally  present  and  acted  therein, 
hereby  promising  in  good  faith  that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  fulfill,  and 
execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded,  and  signed  by  our  said 
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minister  pleuipotentiary,  and  that  we  will  never  act,  nor  suffer  any  person 
to  act,  contrary  to  the  same  in  whole  or  in  any  part. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  given  in  Con- 
gress, at  Philadelphia,  the day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America.     Signed  by  the  President  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  the  draft 
of  a  commission  for  the  minister  pleuipotentiary  appointed  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  Catholic  majesty. 

The  members  :  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr.  Gerry. 

Ordered.,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission 
for  the  secretaries  to  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  report  pnoper 
salaries  for  the  ministers  pleuipotentiary  and  their  secretaries  respect- 
ively. 

The  members  :  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  Gerry,  ami  Mr.  Boot. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  [election]  of  secretaries;  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Mr.  William  Carmichael  was  elected  secretary  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance 
with  the  court  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  secretary  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Laurens,  secretary  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles.* 

The  committee,  consistingof  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr.  Gerry, 
api)ointed  to  prepare  instructions  to  the  minister  for  negotiating  with 
the  court  of  Spain,  having  (see  page  325)  brought  in  a  draft,  the 
same  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Instructions  to  the  minister  i)lenipotentiary  for  negotiating  with  the 
court  of  Spain. 

Sir  :  P>y  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America  a  power  is  reserved  to  his  Catholic 

*Colonel  Lanrens  declined  the  appoiutment  (as  secretary  to  Dr.  Franklin).  He  was 
absent  in  Soutli  Carolina  wlien  the  election  took  place,  but  as  soon  as  he  returned  to 
General  Washinj^tou's  headquarters  he  wrote  as  follows  to  the  President  of  Congress: 

"  I  liave  received  your  excellency's  letter  acquainting  mo  that  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  appoint  me  secretary  to  their  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. Sensible  of  the  honor  whicb  they  have  done  me,  and  penetrated  by  their 
goodness,  I  entreat  them  to  accept  my  most  grateful  acknowledgments.  At  the  same 
time,  conscious  of  my  inexperience  in  politics,  and  diffident  of  answering  their  ex- 
pectations in  a  commission  of  such  importance,  I  must  request  their  leave  to  perse- 
vere in  a  lino  of  duty  to  which  ray  inclination  as  well  as  duty  attaches  me  until  an 
honorable  termination  of  the  war.  These  motives  for  declining  an  appointment  in 
every  private  view  so  flattering  to  myself  will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  excuse." — De- 
cember 6. 
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majesty  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties  and  to  participate  in  their  stipu- 
lations at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  it  being  vrell  understood, 
nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not 
agreeable  to  the  court  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majesty  may  propose  other 
conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance  and  conform- 
able to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship. 

Congress  is  sensible  of  the  friendly  regard  to  these  States  manifested 
by  his  most  Christian  majesty  in  reserving  a  power  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  of  acceding  to  the  alliance  entered  into  between  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  and  tliese  United  States,  and  therefore,  that  nothing  may 
be  wanting  on  their  i)art  to  facilitate  the  views  of  his  most  Christian  maj- 
esty and  to  obtain  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  his  Catholic  majesty,  have  thought  proper  to  anticipate  any  propo- 
sition which  his  catholic  majesty  might  make  on  that  subject  by  yield- 
ing up  to  him  those  objects  which  they  conclude  he  may  have  prin- 
cipally in  view,  and  for  that  purpose  have  come  to  the  following 
resolution : 

"  That  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and 
in  concurrence  with  France  and  the  United  States  of  America  con- 
tinue the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purijose  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  precluded  from  securing  to 
himself  the  Floridas.  On  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas 
from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to 
his  Catholic  majestj^ ;  provided  always,  that  the  United  States  shall 
enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the 
sea." 

You  are  therefore  to  communicate  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  Catholic  majesty  and  to  request  his  favorable  inter- 
position for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time  you  are  to  make  such  pro- 
posal to  his  Catholic  majesty  as  in  your  judgment  from  circumstances 
will  be  proper  for  obtaining  for  the  United  States  of  American  equal 
advantages  with  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by  the  treaties  with 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  observing  always  the  resolution  aforesaid 
as  the  ultimatum  of  the  United  States.  You  are  particularly  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  some  convenient  port  or  jiorts  below  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude  on  the  river  Mississippi,  for  all  merchant  vessels'  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandises  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 
The  distressed  state  of  our  finances  and  the  great  depreciation  of  our 
paper  money  inclined  Congress  to  hope  that  his  Catholic  majesty,  if 
he  shall  conclude  a  treaty  with  these  States,  will  be  induced  to  lend 
them  money.  You  are  therefore  to  represent  to  him  the  great  distress 
of  these  States  on  that  account,  and  to  solicit  a  loan  of  five  millions  of 
dollars  upon  the  best  terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  effectually  to  enable  them  to  co-operate  with  the  allies  against 
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the  common  enemy;  but  before  you  make  any  propositions  to  his 
Catholic  majesty  for  a  loan  you  are  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  subsidy  in 
consideration  of  the  guaranty  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission  for  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amnity  and  commerce  and  of 
alliance  with  his  Catholic  majesty  brought  in  a  draft  which  was  agreed 
to  as  follows  :  * 


Lovell  to  J.  Adams,  t 
[Confidential.] 

Philadelphia,  September  28, 1779. 

Yesterday,  in  whispers,  the  proposal  was  made  to  send  J.  A.  to  Spain, 
the  balloting  for  that  business  being  first  called  for.  But  Connecticut 
and  Pennsylvania  discovered  a  total  abhorrence  of  the  consequences  in 
the  second  ballot ;  therefore  the  plan  was  dropped  and  the  ballots  were : 

A.  Lee:  New  Hampshire. 

J.  Jay :  My  colleagues,  Connecticut,  Xew  York,  New  Jersey,  Dickin- 
son, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina. 

No  vote  :  Ehode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina. 

For  the  two  other  commissions,  J.  A.  the  only  nomination.  All  the 
States  but  one  for  Dr.  Franklin.  If  this  was  not  the  piddler,1[.  it  might 
be  the  oddity  of  Virginia. 

Prior  to  the  choice  for  Spain  I  produced  your  two  first  letters  as  ap- 
pertaining to  the  only  one  point  which  had  ever  appeared  incontestable 
against  A.  Lee — "Je  crains  Mr.  Lee  et  ses  entours^^ — for  the  minister, 
disavowing,  on  February  13,  his  having  adopted  prejudices  such  as 
were  attempted  to  be  inspired  in  America,  and  proving  his  disavowal 
by  an  appeal  to  his  conduct  to  yon,  "  ensemble  et  separement,^^  shows  either 
that  he  meant  only  avec  ses  entours,  or  that  he  felt  convinced  he  had  been 
drawn  into  unjust  doubts,  and  intended  to  show  double  confidence  in 
future. 

The  whole  members,  even  Jay,  praise  "  my  perseverance ;  "  but  he 
says,  "in  friendship  to  Arthur."  Time  will  show  whether  it  has  not 
been  to  prevent  Congress  from  an  act  of  injustice  and  to  maintain  the 
sacredness  of  the  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  our  united  supremacy ; 
which  is  what  the  servant  of  republics  should  look  up  to  rather  than  to 
salaries  and  perquisites,  which  the  levity  of  monarchies  makes  their 
servants  catch  lohile  they  can  without  striving  to  deserve  them. 


*  For  subsequent  proceedings,  see  infra,  Oct.  4,  1779. 

t  9  J.  Adams'  Works,  489. 

t  Dickinson.     The  allusion  is  to  Mr.  Adams'  intercepted  letter.— Note  to  9  J.  Adams' 

Works,  490. 
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I  am  freed  from  a  load,  for  I  have  loDg  practised  upon  David's  rule. 
Away  with  sackcloth  and  ashes  when  evitables  become  inevitable.  J. 
J.  desires  me  to  be  as  true  to  him  "  only  while  he  continues  to  do  hon- 
estly." That  I  most  assuredly  will,  and  to  every  name  that  the  pub- 
lic choice  shall  fall  on.  But  I  can  not  forget  the  past  so  ftir  as  not  to 
think  that  if  Silas  Deaue  is  not  stone  blind  he  may  now  see  from  what 
source  he  got  his  fund  of  advice  towards  measures  apparently  his  own. 

Carmichael,  Houston,  and  Mr.  Jay's  brother,  Livingston,  are  talked 
of  as  secretaries  to  the  embassies.  Gerry  tells  me  Dana  may  be  in- 
duced to  go  with  you. 

And  now,  my  very  dear  sir,  as  to  the  main  point,  America  ought  not 
to  pardon  you  if  you  put  its  peace  to  the  hazard  of  a  second  ballot.  As 
an  individual,  I  swear  I  never  icilL  And  as  to  Portia,  if  1  can,  by  my 
utmost  industry,  find  out  that  only  one  tear,  or  even  a  sigh,  comes  from 
her,  I  will  burn  all  her  past  letters,  much  as  I  now  regard  them. 

I  will  allow  her  a  little  regret,  if  she  will  not  let  it  amount  to  a  sigh, 
while  she  considers  with  me  that  you  can  not  be  here  to  manage  the 
Vermont  cause.  You  must  give  all  possible  information  to  Massachu- 
setts government  through  some  able  man  or  committee  before  you  go 
from  thence  or  hence. 

I  have  tired  all  my  pens  yesterday  and  to  day  in  conversing  with 
those  I  love  southward  and  eastward. 

Heaven  protect  you. 

James  Lovell. 


"W.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Frankfort,  Se2)tcmber  28, 1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  not  had  the  honor  of  receiving  any  answer  to 
the  varions  letters  I  have  written  to  you  since  my  coining  to  this  conn- 
try,  nor  any  letter  from  you  since  May,  1778,  except  a  short  one  of  the 
28th  of  October  last,  which,  added  to  my  never  receiving  intelligence, 
information,  or  assistance  of  any  kind  from  yonr  minister  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  has  rendered  my  situation  extremely  embarrassing;  and 
therefore,  if  my  success  has  not  been  so  complete  as  could  have  been 
wished,  I  shall  hope  for  the  indulgence  of  Congress,  especially  when  it 
is  considered  that  the  general  system  of  affairs  in  Europe  for  eighteen 
months  past  has  been  so  very  critical  as  to  puzzle  the  deepest  and  most 
refined  politicians. 

Not  being  able  to  prevail  on  your  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles 
(as  I  mentioned  to  you  in  March  last)  to  aid  me  in  getting  the  French 
ministry  to  exert  themselves  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  a  declaration  of 
American  independence  by  all  the  northern  powers  of  Europe  that  were 
interested  in  the  congress  held  at  Teschin,  in  Silesia,  last  spring,  I  was 

'  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,«i36,  with  verbal  changes. 
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consequently  disappointed  in  the  full  hopes  I  entertained  of  obtaining 
so  desirable  a  point,  which  there  was  the  greatest  prospect  of  succeeding 
in  if  the  court  of  Versailles  had  made  a  point  of  it ;  at  least  I  am  as- 
sured that  the  King  of  Prussia  would  not  have  had  any  objection,  and 
from  the  very  great  influence  he  has  in  the  cabinet  of  Petersburgh 
there  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  could  easily  have  prevailed  with  the 
Empress  of  Eussia  to  have  given  her  consent.  Had  this  point  been 
gained,  our  enemies  would  have  been  deprived  of  every  ray  of  hope  of 
obtaining  any  assistance  to  continue  the  war  against  us,  for  the  great 
object  of  European  politics  has  been,  and  is  still,  to  draw  the  Empress 
of  Itussia  into  their  quarrel. 

We  had  not  in  this  country  got  sufficiently  quieted,  after  signing  the 
peace  of  Teschin,  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  to  make  it  prudent  for  me 
to  take  any  public  steps  under  the  commissions  I  have  from  Congress, 
before  the  negotiations  for  peace  under  the  mediation  of  Spain  were 
drawn  to  a  conclusion ;  but  as  the  rescript  delivered  in  June  by  the 
Spanish  ambassador  to  Lord  Weymouth  in  London  said  not  one  word  in 
our  favor,  but  rather  seemed  to  look  on  the  thirteen  United  States  of 
America  as  being  still  colonies,  or  provinces,  belonging  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, it  became  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to  wait  until  this  enigma 
could  be  cleared  up,  and  till  I  could  get  sure  information  of  the  real 
designs  of  Spain  and  the  measures  she  intended  to  pursue. 

As  soon  as  I  had  got  this  information  I  made  a  formal  requisition  to 
the  Prussian  minister,  hoping  that,  as  the  late  war  in  Germany  had 
prevented  his  majesty's  former  declarations  in  our  favor  from  being 
carried  into  effect,  and  as  that  obstruction  was  now  removed,  that  his 
majesty  would  not  delay  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  thir- 
teen United  States  of  America,  which  might  be  the  means  of  putting 
a  stop  to  the  farther  wanton  effusion  of  human  blood.  To  this  requi- 
sition I  received  the  following  answer  from  the  minister: 

"  With  respect  to  the  declaration,  which  you  again  desire  of  the  king, 
in  favor  of  the  independence  of  the  Americans,  I  have  frequently  ex- 
plained that  his  majesty  having,  by  the  position  of  his  dominions  and 
those  of  his  neighbors,  very  different  interests  from  those  powers  that 
are  properly  called  maritime  ones,  he  had  no  right  to  expect  a  direct 
inflnence  in  maritime  affairs,  and  that  he  could  not  in  wise  policy  take 
any  measures  in  those  affairs,  because  they  would  always  be  unfruitful, 
as  they  could  not  be  supported  by  a  warlike  marine.  The  support  of 
the  maritime  powers  will  make  the  balance  incline  in  your  ftivor  more 
effectually  than  all  the  declarations  in  the  world,  and  Spain,  by  joining 
with  France  to  make  war  on  England,  renders  you  the  most  essential 
services  without  having  acknowledged  your  independence.  The  king, 
in  making  the  declaration  now  which  you  desire,  would  only  embroil 
himself  with  England,  without  rendering  the  smallest  service  to  your 
country.  These  are  the  reasons  which  induce  the  king  to  confine  him- 
self at  present  to  the  facilities  which  his  majesty  has  offered  at  different 
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times  with  respect  to  commerce,  iu  assuring  you,  wliich  I  do  agaiu, 
that  the  merchant  vessels  of  America  that  choose  to  euter  into  the 
ports  of  the  king  to  sell  their  goods  and  to  buy  ours  shall  be  received 
iu  a  friendly  manner,  and  treated  on  au  equality  with  the  merchants  of 
any  other  country." 

It  has  long  been  one  object  of  my  policy  to  engage  the  King  of  Prus- 
sia to  act  iu  our  favor  as  a  mediator  for  peace,  whereby,  if  his  mediation 
was  agreed  to,  he  might  render  us  much  more  effectual  service  than  by 
sending  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men  into  Hanover,  which  step  he  could 
not  take  without  arming  the  emperor  aud  the  whole  German  Empire 
against  him.  1  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  king  is  much  dis- 
posed to  act  iu  the  quality  of  a  mediator,  but  he  is  too  wise  to  offer  his 
services  without  being  previously  assured  that  they  would  be  accepted 
by  both  sides.  However,  we  may  expect  very  essential  benefits  from 
his  influence  with  the  court  of  St.  Petersburg,  who,  it  is  said  with 
confidence,  has  offered  its  mediation,  and  that  it  is  accepted  by  the 
parties.  I  am  informed  that  the  first  proposition  to  be  made  to  England 
by  the  mediating  powers  as  the  commencement  of  the  negotiation  is, 
that  America  shall  be  treated  as  independent.*  There  is  a  strong  in- 
clination iu  Prussia  to  enter  into  the  Americau  commerce,  aud  there  is 
now  a  scheme  iu  agitation  under  the  direction  of  the  minister  to  make 
the  trial,  which,  if  the  commencements  are  successful,  will  be  carried 
on  upon  a  very  large  scale,  and  will  more  effectually  engage  the  king 
in  our  interests  than  anything  else.  For  this  purpose,  I  think  it  would 
be  of  most  essential  service  if  two  or  three  American  vessels  were  to 
enter  into  the  port  of  Embdeu,  which  is  a  good  harbor,  lying  between 
Hamburg  and  Amsterdam,  and  as  easily  got  into  as  any  of  the  ports 
of  Holland. 

I  have  continued  my  correspondence  at  Vienna,  but  having  no  pow- 
ers to  treat  with  the  empress  queen,  who  is  still  sole  sovereign  over 
all  the  dominions  of  the  house  of  Austria,  aud  the  emperor  beiug 
much  disgusted  with  some  proceedings  during  the  late  war,  and  more 
so  with  its  conclusion,  is  become,  of  course,  much  more  disj^osed  in 
favor  of  our  enemies  than  he  was,  and  consequently  less  inclined  to 
serve  us;  therefore,  little  advantage  can  be  expected  from  that  quarter 
at  present.  Our  friends  in  Holland  increase  every  day,  and  I  am  still 
in  regular  correspondence  with  those  who  regulated  with  me  the  form 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  copies  of  which  have  been  sent  you  by  vari- 
ous conveyances,  and  even  now,  if  the  stadtholder  were  to  refuse  to 
receive  an  American  deputy,  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  meeting  ar  cordial 
reception  from  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  whose  weight  and  decisive  influ- 
ence iu  their  association  you  must  be  fully  informed  of. 

*  This  was  uot  true  in  regard  to  the  "  mediating  powers,"  but  it  was  the  inva- 
riable reply  of  France  to  all  the  propositions  made  by  other  j»owers  for  a  mediation 
between  her  and  England  that  the  independence  of  the  United  States  must  be 
assumed  as  a  previously  established  point, — Sparks. 
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Letters  of  good  authority  from  Eugland  say  that  the  British  ministry 
woukl  willingly  agree  to  giveup  the  indepeudeuce  of  America  to  obtain 
peace ;  but  it  is  feared  that  the  obstinacy  and  folly  of  their  master  will 
prevent  them  from  executing  their  i^lau.  However,  I  am  still  firmly  of 
opinion  that  the  best  security  and  success  of  America  will  depend  on 
her  own  efforts — her  wise,  steady,  and  uniform  conduct.  As  the  ob- 
taining a  fresh  supply  of  troops  from  this  country  has  been  a  favorite 
point  with  our  enemies,  I  have  paid  continual  attention  to  that  object, 
and  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  at  present  there  is  not  any 
prospect  of  their  getting  fresh  troops  from  this  part  of  the  world,  as 
they  have  hitherto  been  defeated  in  all  their  various  negotiations  for 
that  purpose.  But  as  this  campaign  has  passed  away  without  any  blow 
being  struck  in  Europe,  all  the  English  Heets  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  world  arrived  safe  without  the  least  molestation,  and  the  king's 
hands  so  much  strengthened  by  the  exertions  of  all  parties  in  England 
to  repel  the  invasion  they  have  been  threatened  with  all  the  year,  I 
think  it  is  most  probable  that  the  war  will  continue  another  year  at 
least,  for  which  I  suppose  proper  provision  will  be  made  in  America. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc. 


William  Lee. 


Marbois  to  Adams. 


A  Philadelphie,  le  29  Septembre,  1779. 

Monsieur  :  Je  n'ai  que  le  tems  que  vous  marquer  combien  j'ai  pris 
de  part  aux  choix  que  vos  compatriotes  viennent  de  faire  de  vous,  pour 
aller  negocier  la  paix  en  Europe.  J'ai  ete  reellemeut  touche  de  I'u- 
nanimite  et  de  I'impressement  avec  lequel  tons  les  esprits  se  sont  reunis 
dans  I'opinion  qu'ils  out  con9ue  de  vous,  et  dans  la  persuasion  qu'un 
ministre  sans  prejuges  et  sans  autre  passion  que  celle  du  bonheur  de 
son  pays  et  de  la  conservation  de  I'alliance,  etoit  I'homme  le  plus  pro- 
pre  a  conduire  I'importaut  ouvrage  de  la  paix. 

Je  desire  beaucoup,  Monsieur,  que  vous  reconduisiez  en  Europe  M. 
votre  fils,  malgre  I'eloignement  qu'il  a  pour  la  navigation.  II  apprendra 
de  vous  les  moyens  d'etre  un  jour  utile  a  son  pays,  et  vos  preceptes  et 
vos  sentimens  lui  appreudront  a  cherir  ma  nation,  qui  sout  de  jour  en 
jour  davantage  combien  sou  union  avec  vous  est  naturelle  et  recipro- 
quement  avantageuse. 

Je  suis,  avec  respect,  monsieur,  votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeisant 

serviteur, 

De  Marbois. 


7  J.  Adams'  Works,  116. 
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Fraukliii  to  Nesbit.* 

Passy,  September  29,  1779. 
Sir:  Captaia  Conynghani  Las  not  been  neglected.  As  soon  as  I 
heard  of  his  arrival  in  England  I  wrote  to  a  friend  to  fnrnish  him  with 
what  money  he  might  want,  aud  to  assure  him  that  he  had  never  acted 
without  a  commission.  I  have  been  made  to  understand,  in  answer,  that 
there  is  no  intention  to  iirosecute  him  j  and  that  he  was  accordingly 
removed  from  Pendennis  Castle  and  put  among  the  common  prisoners 
at  Plymouth,  to  take  his  turn  for  exchange.  The  Congress,  hearing  of 
the  threats  to  sacrifice  him,  \)\it  three  officers  in  close  confinement  to 
abide  his  fate,  and  acquainted  Sir  George  Collier  with  their  determina- 
tion, who  i^robably  wrote  to  the  British  ministers.  I  thank  you  for 
informing  me  what  became  of  his  first  commission.  I  suppose  I  can 
now  easily  recover  it  to  produce  on  occasion.  Probably  the  date  o^' 
that  taken  with  him,  being  posterior  to  his  capture  of  the  packet,  made 
the  enemy  think  tliey  had  an  advantage  against  him.  But  when  the 
English  Government  have  encouraged  our  sailors  intrusted  with  our 
vessels  to  betray  that  trust,  run  away  with  the  vessels,  and  bring  them 
into  English  ports,  giving  such  traitors  the  value,  as  if  good  and  law- 
ful prizes,  it  was  foolish  imprudence  in  the  English  commodore  to  talk 
of  hanging  one  of  our  captains  for  taking  a  i)rize  without  commission. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir, 

B.  Franklin. 


Izard  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.! 

Paris,  September  29, 1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  lately  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  17th 
of  July,  referring  me  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  8th  of  June,  by 
which  I  find  that  they  have  been  pleased  to  recall  me.  It  has  long 
been  my  wish  to  resign  a  commission  which  did  not  put  it  in  my  power 
to  be  of  any  service  to  America;  and  therefore,  if  Congress  had  had  the 
goodness  to  have  expressed  their  resolution  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  have  conveyed  a  censure,  which  my  conscience  tells  me  I  have  not 
deserved,  it  would  have  given  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 

You  say  that  if  my  letter  of  the  4th  of  March  had  been  received 
before  the  8th  of  June,  it  would  "  have  founded  a  resolve  of  Congress 
more  agreeable  to  you  to  communicate  than  the  one  referred  to."  [Dr. 
Franklin  was  probably  of  the  same  opinion,  and  therefore  deceived  me. 
He  informed  me  in  February  that  he  had  ordered  the  Alliance  Frigate 
to  take  under  her  convoy  the  American  vessels  that  were  ready,  and 
that  she  would  sail  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight.    I  wrote  my  dispatches 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  6  Rlgelow's  Franklin,  442. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  704,  with  omissions,  and  verbal 
changes. 
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and  expected  they  would  have  gone  by  that  opportunity  ;  but  when  Dr. 
Franklin  thought  he  had  effected  his  purpose,  he  lent  the  Alliance  to 
some  private  adventurers,  and  the  American  vessels,  after  having  been 
detained  above  two  months,  were  obliged  to  avail  themselves  of  the  op- 
portunity of  a  French  West  India  convoy.]  *  I  have  received,  likewise, 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  Gth  of  August  respecting  the  allow- 
ance to  be  made  to  the  commissioners.  Upon  my  applying  to  Dr. 
Franklin  to  know  if  he  had  received  any  directions  from  Congress  to 
pay  me  any  money,  and  whether  he  thought  himself  authorized  by  that 
resolution  to  do  it,  he  answered  me  that  he  had  received  no  orders  about 
it.  "  On  the  other  hand,"  said  he,  "  there  is  a  part  of  it  which  directs 
that  every  commissioner  who  has  been  intrusted  with  public  money 
shall  transmit  without  delay  his  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  board  of 
treasury  in  order  for  settlement.  Till  such  settlement  is  made  I  con- 
ceive it  can  not  be  known  what  or  whether  anything  is  due  to  you." 
I  was  in  hopes  that  after  what  I  had  already  written  to  Congress  on 
this  subject  it  would  have  been  unnecessary  to  trouble  them  any  more 
about  it.  Their  resolution  of  the  7th  of  May,  1778, directs  "that  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  the  courts  of  Spain,  Tuscany,  Vienna,  and 
Berlin  should  live  in  such  style  and  manner  at  their  respective  courts 
as  they  may  find  suitable  and  necessary  to  support  the  dignity  of  tbeir 
public  character,  keeping  an  account  of  their  expenses,  which  shall  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America."  I  have 
repeatedly  informed  Congress  of  my  reasons  for  not  going  into  Italy. 
Had  those  reasons  not  been  satisfactory  they  would  doubtless  have 
signified  their  pleasure  to  me  on  the  subject,  which  should  have  been 
the  rule  of  my  conduct. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  the  resolution  of  the  Gth  of  August,  which  directs 
that  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the  public  money  shall  trans- 
mit their  accounts  and  vouchers  to  the  board  of  treasury  to  be  settled 
can  have  any  reference  to  me.  I  have  received  two  thousand  five  hundred 
louis  d'ors  of  the  public  money,  exclusive  of  the  clothes  and  education  of 
my  children  [and  my  expenses  have  amounted  to  3,000].  *  This  latter 
circumstance  I  should  not  have  mentioned  had  not  Dr.  Franklin  told  me 
that  he  saw  no  reason  why  Congress  should  maintain  my  family.  I  can 
not  believe  that  Congress  intended  any  such  distinction  when  they  sent 
me  a  commission,  nor  when  they  entered  into  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of 
May,  1778 ;  neither  can  I  think  that  by  calling  for  the  accounts  and 
vouchers  of  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  public  money  their 
intention  is  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  my  butcher's,  baker's,  or 
apothecary's  bills.  I  hope  they  will  be  satisfied  with  being  informed  that 
my  expenses  during  the  two  years  that  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  in 
their  service  have  amounted  to  sixteen  hundred  louis  d'ors  a  year.  The 
resolution  of  the  6th  of  August  set  forth  that  the  reasonaMe  expenses  of 
the  commissioners  shall  be  paid.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell  what 

*  Passage  in  brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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ideas  may  be  affixed  to  those  words,  but  I  am  sure  that  whatever  Con- 
gress may  think  reasonable  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me,  let  the 
sum  be  what  it  will.  All  I  desire  is  that  I  may  not  be  subjected  to  be 
ill-treated  by  a  man  who  is  become  my  enemy  because  I  have  done  my 
duty  to  the  public. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Ealph  Izard. 


Luzerne  to  Adams.* 

A  Philadelphie,  le  29  Septemhre  3779. 

Monsieur  :  Je  m'applaudis  bieu  cincerement  d'avoir  prevu  que  votre 
sejour  en  Amerique  ne  seroit  pas  de  longueduree,  et  je  felicite  vos  com- 
patriotes  du  choix  qu'ils  out  fait  de  vous,  pour  aller  negocier  la  x)aix 
qui  doit  assurer  le  repos  des  treize  Etats.  Vous  y  porterez  la  modera- 
tion et  I'equite  qui  m'ont  paru  faire  le  fond  de  votre  caractere,  et  vous 
etes  sur  d'avance  de  trouver  en  France  le  ministere  du  roi  dans  les 
memes  dispositions.  Le  choix  du  Cougres  est  approuve  par  toutes  les 
personnes  bien  iutentionnees  en  Amerique:  on  y  applaudiraegalement 
en  Europe,  et  je  vous  reponds  des  souft'rages  et  de  la  confiance  de  toutes 
les  personnes  dout  vous  serez  connu.  Vous  travaillerez,  Monsieur,  a 
donner  la  paix  a  votre  pays,  et  mes  soins  auront  pour  objet  de  resserrer 
les  noeuds  qui  uuissent  votre  nation  et  la  mienne.  Nos  travaux  auront 
done  quelque  analogic,  et  je  vous  prie  d'etre  bien  persuade  que  je  pren- 
drai  une  part  immediate  a  vos  succes. 

La  fregate  la  "  Sensible "  est  toujous  dans  le  port  de  Boston ;  il 
dependra  de  vous,  Monsieur,  de  vous  concerter  avec  M.  de  Chavagues 
en  cas  que  vous  vous  determiniez  a  partir  avec  lui.  Je  suis  persuade 
d'avance  que  le  miuistre  de  la  marine  trouvera  qu'on  ne  pouvoit  faire 
un  meilleur  usage  de  ce  vaisseau  qu'en  I'employant  a  vous  ramener  en 
Europe. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  avec  le  plus  inviolable  attachement.  Monsieur, 
votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeissant  serviteur, 

Le  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 


Instructions  to  John  Jay,   Minister  for    Negotiating    a    Treaty  Avith    Spain. t 

In  Congress,  September  29,  1779. 
Sir  :  By  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian  majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America  a  power  is  reserved  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipu- 
lations at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  it  being  well  understood, 

*  7  J.  Adams'  Works. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  122. 
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uevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulatious  of  tlie  said  treaties  are  not 
agreeable  to  the  court  of  Spaiu,  his  Catholic  ma,iesty  may  proi)ose  other 
conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliauce,  and  conform- 
able  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship.  Congress  is 
sensible  of  the  friendly  regard  to  these  States  manifested  by  his  most 
Christian  majesty  in  reserving  a  power  to  his  Catholic  majesty  of  acced- 
ing to  the  alliance  entered  into  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
these  United  States;  and  therefore,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on 
tlieirpart  to  facilitate  the  views  of  his  most  Christian  niiijesty,  nnd  to 
obtain  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  Catliolic 
majesty,  have  thought  proper  to  anticipate  any  propositions  which  his 
catholic  majesty  might  make  on  that  subject  by  yielding  up  to  him  those 
objects  which  they  conclude  he  may  have  j)rincipany  in  view;  and  for 
that  purpose  have  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

"That  if  his  Catholic  majesty  shall  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and  in 
concurrence  with  France  and  the  United  States  of  America,  continue 
the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  the 
treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  precluded  from  securing  to 
himself  the  Floridas;  on  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the  Floridas 
from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same  to  his 
Catholic  majesty ;  provided  always,  that  the  United  States  shall  enjoy 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the  sea." 

You  are  therefore  to  communicate  to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the 
desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  to  request  his  favorable  inter- 
position for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time,  you  are  to  make  such 
proposal  to  his  Catholic  majesty  as  in  your  judgment,  from  circum- 
stances, will  be  proper  for  obtaining  for  the  United  States  of  America 
equal  advantages  with  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by  the  treaties 
^Yith  his  most  Christian  majesty;  observing  always  the  resolution  afore- 
said as  the  ultimatum  of  the  United  States. 

You  are  particularly  to  endeavor  to  obtain  some  convenient  port  or 
ports  below  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude  on  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi for  all  merchant  vessels,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  States. 

The  distressed  state  of  our  finances  and  the  great  depreciation  of  our 
paper  money  inclined  Congress  to  hope  that  his  Catholic  majesty,  if  he 
shall  conclude  a  treaty  with  these  States,  will  be  induced  to  lend  them 
money  ;  you  are  therefore  to  represent  to  him  the  great  distress  of  these 
States  on  that  account,  and  to  solicit  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
upon  the  best  terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per 
annum,  effectually  to  enable  them  to  co-operate  with  the  allies  against  the 
common  enemy.  But  before  you  make  any  propositions  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  for  a  loan  you  are  to  endeavor  to  obtain  a  subsidy  in  consider- 
ation of  the  guaranty  aforesaid. 
WH — YOL   III 23 
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Franklin  to  Lovell.* 


Passy,  September  30,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  within  these  few  days  received  a  number  of  dispatches 
from  you,  which  have  arrived  by  the  Mercury  and  other  vessels.  Hear- 
ing this  instant  of  an  opportunity  from  Bordeaux,  and  tliat  the  courier 
sets  out  from  Versailles  at  live  this  evening,  I  embrace  it  just  to  let  you 
know  that  I  have  delivered  the  letters  from  Congress  to  the  king,  and 
have  laid  the  invoice  of  supplies  desired  (with  a  translation)  before  the 
ministers;  and  though  I  have  not  yet  received  a  positive  answer,  I  have 
good  reason  to  believe  I  shall  obtain  most  of  them,  if  not  all.  But  as 
this  demand  will  cost  the  court  a  vast  sum,  and  their  expenses  iu  the 
war  are  jirodigious,  1  beg  I  may  not  be  put  under  the  necessity,  hy 
occasional  drafts  on  me,  of  asking  for  more  money  than  is  required  to 
pay  our  bills  for  interest.  1  must  protest  those  I  have  advice  of  from 
Martinique  and  New  Orleans  (even  if  they  were  drawn  by  permission 
of  Congress)  for  want  of  money ;  and  I  wish  the  committee  of  com- 
merce would  caution  their  correspondents  not  to  embarrass  me  with 
their  bills. 

I  put  into  my  pocket  nothing  of  the  allowance  Congress  has  been 
pleased  to  make  me.  1  shall  paj^  it  all  in  honoring  their  drafts  and 
supporting  their  credit;  but  do  not  let  me  be  burdened  with  support- 
ing the  credit  of  every  one  who  has  claims  on  the  board  of  commerce 
or  the  navy.     I  shall  write  fully  by  the  Mercury. 

I  send  you  some  of  the  latest  newspapers,  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
etc. 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Passy,  September  30,  1779. 
Sir:  I  received  but  yesterday  morning,  just  as  I  was  going  out  of 
town,  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me,  dated  the  20th 
instant,  respecting  my  supplying  you  with  money  for  your  support, 
in  Spain.  As  I  can  not  furnish  that  ex])ense,  and  there  is  not,  in  my 
opinion,  any  likelihood  at  present  of  your  being  received  at  that  <!ourt, 
I  think  your  resolution  of  returning  forthwith  to  America  is  both  wise 
and  honest. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  77  ;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  443. 
t  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  570;  6  Bigelow's  Fraiikliu,  444. 
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.    Franklin  to  La  Fayette.* 

Passy,  October  1,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  a  loDg  time  since  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing 
to  you,  but  I  have  frequently  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing*  of  your  wel- 
fare. 

Your  kindness  to  my  grandson  in  offering  to  take  him  under  your 
wing  in  the  expedition  is  exceedingly  obliging  to  me.  Had  the  expedi- 
tion gone  on  it  would  have  been  an  infinite  advantage  to  him  to  have 
been  present  with  you  so  early  in  life  at  transactions  of  such  vast  im- 
portance to  great  nations.  1  flatter  myself,  too,  that  he  might  possibly 
catch  from  you  some  tincture  of  those  engaging  manners  that  make  you 
so  much  the  delight  of  all  that  know  you.  Accept,  however,  my  warm- 
est and  most  grateful  acknowledgments. 

I  send  you  inclosed  a  newspaper  containing  the  particulars  of  Wayne's 
gallant  attack  of  Stouey  Point.  This  is  good  news,  but  it  is  followed 
by  some  bad,  the  loss  of  our  little  squadron  from  Boston  at  Penobscot, 
which  it  is  said  our  people  were  obliged  to  blow  up.  I  hope  Count 
d'Estaiug's  arrival  in  America  will  give  us  our  revenge.  Six  thousand 
troops  are  ordered  to  the  West  Indies  1o  secure  your  conquests,  and  I 
hope  make  more.  But  I  do  not  hear  of  any  intention  to  send  any  to 
our  country.  I  have  no  orders  to  request  troops,  but  large  ones  for  sup- 
plies, and  I  dare  not  take  any  farther  steps  than  I  have  done  in  such  a 
proposition  without  ordeis.  Accept,  in  behalf  of  the  Congress,  my 
thankful  acknowledgments  for  your  zeal  to  serve  America.  Occasions 
may  offer,  which  at  present  do  not  appear,  wherein  your  bravery  and 
conduct  may  be  highly  useful  to  her. 

May  every  felicity  attend  you,  is  the  wish  of,  dear  sir,  your  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  F. 


Franklin  to  Bridgen.t 

Passy,  October  2, 1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  favor  of  the  17th  past,  and  the  two  sam- 
ples of  copper  are  since  come  to  hand.  The  metal  seems  to  be  very 
good  and  the  price  reasonable,  but  I  have  not  yet  received  the  orders 
necessary  to  justify  my  making  the  purchase  proposed.  There  has, 
indeed,  been  an  intention  to  strike  copper  coin,  that  may  not  only  be 
useful  as  small  change,  but  serve  other  purposes.  Instead  of  repeat- 
ing continually  upon  every  halfpenny  the  dull  story  that  everybody 
knows,  and  what  it  would  have  been  no  loss  to  mankind  if  nobody  had 
ever  known,  that  George  the  Third  is  King  of  Great  Britain,  France, 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 

t2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  78  ;  6  Bigelow's  Franklin,  446. 


356  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

and  Ireland,  etc.,  to  i)ut  on  one  side  some  important  proverb  of  Solo- 
mon, some  pious  moral,  some  prudential  or  economical  precept,  the 
frequent  inculcation  of  whicb,  by  seeing  it  every  time  one  receives  a 
piece  of  money,  might  make  an  impression  ui)oii  the  mind,  especially 
of  young  persons,  and  tend  to  regulate  their  conduct ;  such  as  on  some, 
The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  heginniiig  of  icisdom  ;  on  others,  Honesty  is 
the  best  iioUcy ;  on  others,  Be  that  hy  the  plow  would  thrive,  himself  must 
either  lead  or  drive;  on  others.  Keep  thy  shoj)  and  thy  shop  will  Iceep  thee; 
on  others,  A  penny  saved  is  a  penny  got;  on  others,  He  that  buys  ichat  he 
has  no  need  of  ivill  soon  be  forced  to  sell  his  necessaries ;  on  others,  Harly 
to  bed  and  early  to  rise  tcill  make  a  man  healthy ,  wealthy,  and  wise;  and 
so  on,  to  a  great  variety. 

The  other  side  it  was  proposed  to  fill  with  good  designs,  drawn  and 
engraved  by  the  best  artists  in  France,  of  all  the  different  species  of 
barbarity  with  which  the  English  have  carried  on  the  war  in  America, 
expressing  every  abominable  circumstance  of  their  cruelty  and  inhu- 
manity that  figures  can  express,  to  make  an  impression  on  the  minds  of 
posterity  as  strong  and  durable  as  that  on  the  copper.  This  resolution 
has  been  a  long  time  forborne,  but  the  late  burning  of  defenseless  towns 
in  Con  3cticut  on  the  flimsy  pretense  that  the  people  fired  from  behind 
their  houses,  when  it  is  known  to  have  been  {)remeditated  and  ordered 
from  England,  will  probably  give  the  finishing  provocation  and  may 
occasion  a  vast  demand  for  your  metal.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind 
wishes  respecting  my  health.  I  return  them  most  cordially  fourfold 
into  your  own  bosom. 
Adieu, 

B.  Franklin. 


Agreement  bet-ween  John  Paul  Jones  and  Captain  Pearson."* 

It  is  hereby  agreed  between  John  Paul  Jones,  captain  in  the  Ameri- 
can navy,  commander  of  the  Continental  squadron,  now  in  the  road  of 
Texel,  and  Kicuard  Pearson,  captain  in  the  British  navy,  late  commo- 
dore of  the  British  Baltic  fleet,  and  now  a  prisoner  of  war  to  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  as  follows: 

First.  Captain  Jones  freely  consents,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
to  laud  on  the  island  of  Texel  the  dangerously  wounded  prisoners  now 
in  his  hands,  to  be  there  supported  and  provided  with  good  surgeons 
and  medicine  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and, 
agreeable  to  the  permission  which  he  has  received  from  the  States- 
General  of  Holland,  to  guard  them  with  sentinel  in  the  fort  on  the  Texel, 
with  liberty  to  remove  them  from  thence  at  his  free  will  and  pleasure. 

Second.  Captain  Pearson  engages,  in  behalf  of  the  British  Government, 
that  all  the  British  prisoners  that  may  be  landed  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  article  shall  be  considered  afterwards  as  prisoners  of  war  to  the 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr,,  268. 
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United  States  of  America  until  they  are  exchanged,  except  only  such 
as  may  in  the  mean  time  die  of  their  wounds. 

Third.  Captain  Pearson  further  engages,  i?t  behalf  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, that,  should  any  of  the  British  subjects  now  prisoners  of  war 
in  the  hands  of  Captain  Jones  desert  or  abscond,  either  from  the  fort 
on  the  Texel  or  otherwise,  in  consequence  of  the  first  article,  an  equal 
number  of  American  prisoners  shall  be  released  and  sent  from  England 
to  France  by  the  next  cartel. 

Fourth.  And  Captain  Jones  engages,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
that  if  any  of  the  prisoners  who  shall  be  landed  should  die  while  on 
shore  in  his  custody  in  the  fort,  no  exchange  of  them  shall  be  claimed. 

Done  on  board  the  American  frigate  the  Pallas,  at  anchor  in  the 
Texel,  this  3d  day  of  October,  1779. 

R.  Pearson. 
John  Paul  Jones. 


Congress— Proceedings  as  to  the  Election  and  Commissioning  of  the  Peace 
Plenipotentiaries  and  other  Ministers.* 

[For  prior  proceedings,  see  mipra,  September  28,  1779.] 

October  4,  1779. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  farther 
instruction  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed  to  negotiate  with 
the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  obtaining  an  article  for  allowing  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States  the  liberty  of  taking  salt  from  Sal  Tor- 
tugas. 
The  members,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr.  Sherman.— 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 
Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to  prepare  an  instruc- 
tion relative  to  the  privilege  of  cutting  logwood. 

The  commissions  as  agreed  (see  printed  journal,  1779,  pages  336, 338, 
and  343),  being  engrossed,  with  blanks  left  for  inserting  the  names  and 
titles  of  the  ministers  and  the  dates  of  the  commissions, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca,  that  the 
blanks  for  the  name  and  titles  of  the  minister  in  the  commission  for 
negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  with  Spain 
be  tilled  up  with  the  words : 

"  The  honorable  John  Jay,  esq.,  late  President  of  Congress  and  chief- 
justice  of  the  State  of  New  York ; "  and  that  the  like  blanks  in  the  other 
two  commissions,  namely,  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  and  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain  be  filled  up  with  "the 
honoroble  John  Adams,  esq.,  late  commissioner  of  the  United  States  of 


MSS,  secret  jouruals  of  Congress,  comparing  printed  journals. 
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America  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  iu  Congress  from  tlie 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief-Justice  of  the  said  State." 

On  debating  the  motion  for  filling  up  the  blank  in  the  first-meutioned 
commission  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Marchaut,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Partridge,  to  strike  out  the  words  "late  President  of  Congress  and  chief 
justice  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  and  onthe  question  Shall  those  words 
stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant, 

New  Hampshire J  £  [angd'ln: :::::;  "".No!""  |  ^• 

!Mr.  Gerry Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Holttm Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Partridge No.     ) 

„,     ,    T  ,      -  (  Mr.  Marchant No.     )  r, 

Rhode  Iskiua JMr.CoUius Aye.  5  ^- 

(  Mr.  Sherman  Aye.  ) 

Connecticut... /  Mr.  Huntington  Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.Root Aye.  ) 

„        T  ^  Mr.  Fell Aye.  K,,^ 

New  Jersey  J  Mr.  Houston Aye.  ^^J^' 

Pennsylvania Mr.  Atlee Aye.     Aye. 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke No.       No. 

(  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Forbes Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  ) 

(  Mr.  Griffin Aye.  ) 

Virginia <  Mr.  Mercer Aye.  >Aye. 

(  Mr.  Fitzhugh Aye.  ) 


North  Carolina 


Mr.  Harnet Aye 

Mr.  Hewes Aye 


•  J  Aye. 


South  Carolina Mr.  Mathews No.       No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question 

Resolved^  That  the  first  blank  iu  the  commission  for  negotiating  with 
the  court  of  Spain  be  filled  up  with  the  words  "the  honorable  John 
Jay,  esquire,  late  President  of  Congress  and  chief-justice  of  State  of 
New  York." 

On  debating  the  motion  for  filling  up  the  like  blanks  in  the  other 
two  commissions, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marchant,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "late  commissioner  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief-justice  of  the  said  State,"  and 
on  the  question  shall  those  words  stand  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Marchant, 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  the  members  answering  as  in  the 
foregoing  question. 

On  the  question 

Resolved,  That  the  like  blanks  in  the  other  two  commissions,  namely, 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  and  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain,  be  filled  up  with 

"The  honorable  Johu  Adams,  esq.,  late  commissioner  of  the  United 
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States  of  America  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  State  of  Massacliusetts  Bay,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said 
State." 

Resolved,  That  the  commissions  be  dated  the  tweuty-uiuth  day  of 
September,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr,  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Eoot, 
appointed  to  report  proper  salaries  for  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
aud  their  secretaries,  respectively  (see  page  539),  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration. 

And  a  motion  being  made  to  strike  out  "3,000,"  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee for  the  salary  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary. 

On  the  question  Shall  "3,000"  stand?  theyeas  aud  nays  beingrequired 
by  Mr.  Marchaut, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Laugdon No.      No. 

Massachusetts  Bay [  ^  Sn";;;;;;.;;:";No'-  S«- 

Rhode  Islaud Mr.  Maruhaut No.     No. 

SMr.  Sherinau No.    ) 
Mr.  Huntington No.     ^No. 
Mr.  Root Aye.  ) 

New  York Mr.  Lewis Aye.     Aye. 

^,        -,  (Mr.  Fell Aye.  U 

^^^J^^^^y jMr.  Houston x\o.    ^ 

,,  1        .  S  Mr.  Armstroujj; No.    t  ,^ 

Pennsylvania j  Mr.  Atlee  ....° Aye.  T' 

Delaware  Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye.     Aye. 

SMr.  Paoa Aye.  i 
Mr.  Forhes    Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Jenifer  Aye.  *) 

SMr.  Grifiliu Aye.  ) 
Mr.  Mercer Aye.  >Aye. 
Mr.  Fitzbugh Aye.  ) 

North  Carolina Mr.  Harnet Aye.     Aye. 

„      ,,   r,       1-  <  Mr.  Laurens No.    ),. 

South  Carolina {  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  5^" 

So  the  States  were  equally  divided  aud  that  sum  was  struck  out, 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Griffin,  that  the 

blank  be  filled  with  "  2,500,"  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the 

yeas  aud  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchaut, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Laugdon No.       No. 

^  Mr.  Gerry Aye.) 

Massachusetts  Bay '  Mr.  Holtou No.    VNo. 

(  Mr.  Partridge No     ) 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Marchaut No.      No. 

S  Mr.  .Sherman No.    ) 
Mr.  Huntington Aye.  |-Aye 
Mr.  Root Aye.  > 

T..        T  pir.  Fell ^J'**-  ^Ave 

New  Jersey j  Mr. Houston Aye.  i,^^"" 

„  .        .  (  Mr.  Armstrong No.    (,, 

Pennsylvania  j  Mr.  Atlee Aye.  S 

Delaware  Mr.  Van  Dyke Aye.     Aye. 

C  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ) 

Maryland ]  Mr.  Forhes Aye.  >Aye. 


-"  iur.  r  orues ^.}  ^-  /  ^ 

(  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.  S 
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iMr.  Griflm Aye. 
Mr.  Mercer Aye.  J-Aye. 
Mr.  Fitzhugh Aye. 

North  Caroliua Mr.  Harnet Aye.     Aye. 

„      ,,   ^,       ,.  ^  Mr.  LanreiLs No.    },^ 

South  Carol  ma J  ^^^   Mathews Aye.  5^^' 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motiou  was  tlieii  made  by  Mr.  Marcbaiit,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laugdou, 
to  strike  out  "1,000,"  the  sum  reported  as  the  salary  for  the  secretaries, 
and  on  the  question  Shall  "1,000"  stand  ?  the  yeas  and  nays  being- 
required  by  Mr.  Laugdon, 

New  Hampshire Mr.  Laugdon No.      No. 

(  Mr.  Gerry Aye.  "j 

,,  ,        ,.    T,  I  Mr.  Lo veil Ave.  !   . 

Massachusetts  Bay {^  y^^,  j^^,^^^ ^J,^    ^  Aye. 

[  Mr.  Partridge No.    J 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Marchant  No.       No. 

(  Mr.  Sheruiaii No.     ) 

Conuecticut ^  Mr.  Huntington No.     >No. 

^  Mr.  Root No.    ) 

New  York Mr  Lewis Aye.     Aye. 

,.        J  Olr.  Fell Aye.  r, 

New  Jersey J  Mr.  Houston No.    ^ 

„  .        .  S  Mr.  Armstrong Aye  }  ,^ 

Peuusylvama ^  ^^    Atlee..." No.    i^' 

Delaware Mr.  Van  Dyke ....Aye.     Aye. 

(  Mr.  Paca Aye.  ) 

Maryland <  Mr.  Forhes Aye.  >  Aye. 


<  Mr. 
(  Mr 


Jenifer Aye. 


(  Mr.  Griffin  Aye.) 

Virginia ^  Mr.  Mercer Aye.  >Aye. 

^  Air.  Fitzhugh Aye.  ^ 

T,.     ,,    „      ,.  S  Mr.  Harnet Aye./.    „ 

North  Carohna J  Mr.  Sbarpe Aye.  P^^- 

,,      ,,    r,       ,.  <  Mr.  Laurens No.    ),. 

South  Carolina J  Mr.  Mathews Aye.  T" 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  atlirmative. 

On  the  question 

Resolved,  That  eacli  of  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  2,500  i)ounds  sterling  per  annum  and  each  of  their  secretaries 
at  the  rate  of  1,000  pounds  sterling  per  annum  in  full  for  their  services 
and  expenses,  respectively. 

That  the  salary  of  eacb  of  the  said  officers  be  computed  from  the 
time  of  his  leaving  his  place  of  abode  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  his 
office  and  be  continued  three  months  after  notice  of  his  recall. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  above  salaries  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce.* 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  Oct.  9, 1779. 


OCTOBKK    4,   1779.  30 1 

Franklin  to- Jay.  President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  October  4,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
to  me  of  the  —  of  June  last,  enclosing  acts  of  Congress  respecting  bills 
of  exchange  for  two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  livres  tournois, 
drawn  on  me  in  favor  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais.  The  bills  have  not 
yet  appeared,  but  I  shall  accept  them  when  they  do,  relying  on  the 
care  of  Congress  to  enable  me  to  pay  them.  As  to  the  accounts 
of  that  gentleman,  neither  the  commissioners,  when  we  were  all 
together,  nor  myself  since,  have  ever  been  able  to  obtain  a  sight  of 
them,  though  repeatedly  i^romised,  and  I  begin  to  give  over  all 
expectation  of  them.  Indeed,  if  I  had  them  1  should  not  be  able 
to  do  much  with  them  or  to  controvert  anything  I  might  doubt  in 
them,  being  unacquainted  with  the  transactions  and  agreements  on 
which  they  must  be  founded  and  having  small  skill  in  accounts. 
Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Williams  pressing  me  to  examine  and  settle  theirs, 
I  have  been  obliged  to  request  inditferent  persons,  expert  in  such 
business,  to  do  it  for  me,  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress ;  and 
I  could  wish  that  my  time  and  attention  were  not  taken  up  by  any 
concerns  in  mercantile  affairs,  and  thereby  diverted  from  others  more 
important. 

The  letters  of  Congress  to  the  king  were  very  graciously  received,  I 
have  earnestly  pressed  the  supplies  desired,  and  the  ministers  (who  are 
extremely  well  disposed  towards  us)  are  now  actually  studying  the 
means  of  furnishing  them.  The  assistance  of  Spain  is  hoped  for.  We 
expect  to  hear  Irom  thence  in  a  few  days.  The  quantity  is  great,  and 
will  cost  a  vast  sum.  I  have  this  day  accepted  three  of  your  drafts,  part 
of  the  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  livres,  drawn  for  on  the  9th 
of  June;  but  when  I  ask  for  money  to  pay  them,  I  must  mention  that, 
as  they  were  drawn  to  purchase  military  stores,  an  abatement  equal 
to  the  value  may  be  made  of  the  quantity  demanded  from  hence; 
for  I  am  really  ashamed  to  be  always  worrying  the  ministers  for  more 
money.  And  as  to  the  private  loans  expected,  I  wrote  in  a  former 
letter  that  our  public  credit  was  not  yet  sufficiently  established,  and 
that  the  loan  in  Holland  had  not  exceeded  eighty  thousand  florins, 
to  which  there  has  since  been  no  addition.  A  Mr.  Neufville  came 
from  thence  to  me  last  spring,  proposing  to  procure  great  sums,  if 
he  might  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  business  taken 
away  from  the  house  that  had  commenced  it.  His  terms  at  first 
were  very  extravagant,  such  as  that  all  the  estates,  real  and  per- 
sonal, in  the  thirteen  provinces  should  be  mortgaged  to  him ;  that  a 
fifth  part  of  the  capital  sum  borrowed  should  every  year  for  five  years 
be  laid  out  iii-  commodities  and  sent  to  Holland  consigned  to  him,  to 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  state  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  79,  with  verbal  changes;  6  Bige- 
low's  Franklin,  448. 


362  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

remain  in  his  bands  till  the  term  (ten  years)  stipulated  for  final  pay- 
ment was  completed  as  a  security  for  the  punctuality  of  it,  when  he  was 
to  draw  the  usual  commission;  that  all  vessels  of  merchandise  coming 
from  America  to  Europe  should  be  consigned  to  him  or  his  correspond- 
ents, etc.  As  I  rejected  these  with  some  indignation,  he  came  down 
to  the  more  reasonable  one  of  doing  the  business  as  it  was  done  by  the 
other  house,  who,  he  said,  could  do  no  more,  being  destitute  of  the 
interest  which  he  possessed. 

I  did  not  care  abruptly  to  change  a  house  that  had  in  other  respects 
been  very  friendly  and  serviceable  to  us,  and  thereby  throw  a  slur 
upon  their  credit,  without  a  certainty  of  mending  our  affairs  by  it;  and 
therefore  told  Mr.  Neufville  that  if  he  could  procure  and  show  me  a  list 
of  subscribers  amounting  to  the  sum  he  mentioned,  or  near  it,  1  would 
comply  with  his  proposition.  This  he  readily  and  confidently  under- 
took to  do.  But  after  three  months,  during  which  he  acquainted  me 
from  time  to  time  that  the  favorable  moment  was  not  yet  come,  1  re- 
ceived, instead  of  the  subscription,  a  new  set  of  propositions,  among  the 
terms  of  which  were  an  additional  one  per  cent.,  and  a  patent  from  Con- 
gress appointing  him  and  his  sons  ^'.commissioners  for  trade  and  naviga- 
tion and  treasurers  of  the  general  Congress  and  of  every  private  State  of  the 
thirteen  U^iited  States  of  North  America  through  the  seven  United  Prov- 
inces,''^ with  other  extravagancies  which  I  mention,  that  it  may  be  under 
stood  why  I  have  dropped  a  correspondence  oii  this  subject  with  a 
man  who  seemed  to  me  a  vain  promiser,  extremely  self-interested,  and 
aiming  chiefly  to  make  an  appearance  without  solidity,  and  who,  I 
understand,  intends  applying  directly  to  Congress,  some  of  his  friends 
censuring  me  as  neglecting  the  public  interest  in  not  coming  into  his 
measures. 

The  truth  is,  I  have  no  expectations  from  Holland  while  interest  re- 
ceived there  from  other  nations  is  so  high  and  our  credit  there  so  low; 
while  particular  American  States  otter  higher  interest  than  the  Congress, 
and  even  our  offering  to  raise  our  interest  tends  to  sink  our  credit.  My 
sole  dependence  now  is  upon  this  court.  1  think  reasonable  assistance 
may  be  obtained  here ;  but  1  wish  I  may  not  be  obliged  to  fatigue  it  too 
much  with  my  applications  lest  it  should  grow  tired  of  the  connection. 
Mr.  Ross  has  lately  demanded  of  me  near  twenty  thousand  pounds, 
due  to  him,  from  the  committee  of  commerce,  but  I  have  been  obliged 
to  refuse  him,  as  well  as  an  application  made  last  week  by  Mr.  Izard 
for  more  money,  though  he  has  already  had  twenty-five  hundred 
guineas,  and  another  from  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  though  he  has  had  five 
hundred  guineas  since  the  news  of  his  being  out  of  this  commission. 
He  writes  me  that  he  will  return  to  America  forthwith  if  I  do  not 
undertake  to  supply  his  expenses.  As  I  see  no  likelihood  of  his  being 
received  at  Madrid,  I  could  not  but  approve  his  resolution. 

We  had  reason  to  expect  some  great  events  from  the  action  of  the 
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fleets  this  suuimer  in  the  chaunel,  but  they  are  all  now  in  port  without 
having-  effected  anything.  The  junction  was  late,  and  the  length  of 
time  the  Brest  13eet  was  at  sea  equal  to  an  East  India  voyage,  partly  on 
the  hot  Spanish  coast,  occasioned  a  sickness  among  the  people  that 
made  their  return  necessary.  They  had  chased  the  English  fleet,  which 
refused  the  combat.  The  sick  men  are  recovering  fast  since  they  were 
landed,  and  the  proposed  descent  on  England  does  not  yet  seem  to  be 
quite  given  up,  as  the  troops  are  not  withdrawn  from  the  ports. 

Holland  has  not  yet  granted  the  succors  required  by  the  English,  nor 
even  given  an  answer  to  the  requisition  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke. 
The  aid  is  refused ;  and  as  the  refusal  must  be  disagreeable,  it  will  be 
postponed  from  time  to  time.  The  expectations  of  assistance  from 
Russia  and  Prussia  seem  also  to  have  failed  the  English,  and  they  are 
as  much  at  a  loss  to  find  effective  friends  in  Europe  as  they  have  been 
in  America. 

Portugal  seems  to  have  a  better  disposition  towards  us  than  hereto- 
fore. About  thirty  of  our  people,  taken  and  set  ashore  on  one  of  her 
islands  by  the  English,  were  maintained  comfortably  by  the  governor 
during  their  stay  there,  furnished  with  every  necessary,  and  sent  to 
Lisbon,  where,  on  inquiry  to  whom  payment  was  to  be  made  for  the 
expense  they  had  occasioned,  they  were  told  that  no  reimbursement 
was  expected  ;  that  it  was  the  queen's  bounty,  who  had  a  pleasure  in 
showing  hospitality  to  strangers  in  distress.  I  have  presented  thanks 
by  the  Portuguese  ambassador  here  in  behalf  of  Congress ;  and  I  am 
given  to  understand  that  probably  in  a  little  time  the  ports  of  that  na- 
tion will  be  open  to  us,  as  those  of  Spain.  What  relates  to  Spain,  I 
suppose,  Mr.  Lee  informs  you  of. 

The  sword  ordered  by  Congress  for  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  being 
at  length  finished,  I  sent  it  down  to  him  at  Havre,  where  he  was  with  the 
troops  intended  for  the  invasion.  I  wrote  a  letter  with  it,  and  received 
an  answer,  copies  of  which  I  enclose,  together  with  a  description  of  tlie 
sword  and  drawings  of  the  work  upon  it,  which  was  executed  by  the^ 
best  artists  in  Paris,  and  cost  altogether  two  hundred  guineas.  The 
present  has  given  him  great  pleasure  and  some  of  the  circumstances 
have  been  agreeable  to  the  nation. 

Our  cartel  goes  on,  a  second  cargo  of  American  prisoners,  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  in  number,  being  arrived  and  exchanged.  Our  pri- 
vateers have  dismissed  a  great  number  at  sea,  taking  their  written  pa- 
roles, to  be  given  up  in  exchange  for  so  many  of  our  people  in  their 
jails.  This  is  not  yet  quite  agreed  to  on  the  other  side,  but  some  ex- 
[pectations  are  given  me  that  it  may  take  place.  Certainly  humanity 
|WOuld  find  its  account  in  the  practice  of  exchanging  on  parole,  as  all 
the  horrors  of  imprisonment,  with  the  loss  of  time  and  health,  might  be 
prevented  by  it. 

We  continue  to  insult  the  coasts  of  these  lords  of  the  ocean  with  our 
little  cruisers.    A  small  cutter,  which  was  fitted  out  as  a  i)rivateer  at 
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DuDkirlj,  called  the  Blade  Prince,  has  taken,  ransomed,  burnt,  and  de- 
stroyed above  thirty  sail  of  their  vessels  witbiu  these  three  mouths.  The 
owners  are  about  to  give  her  a  consort,  called  the  BlacJc  Princess,  for 
whom  they  ask  a  commission.  The  prisoners  brought  in  serve  to  ex- 
change our  countrymen,  which  makes  me  more  willing  to  encourage 
such  armaments,  though  they  occasion  a  good  deal  of  trouble.  Cap- 
tain, now  Commodore,  Jones  put  to  sea  this  summer  with  a  little  squad- 
ron, consisting  of  a  ship  of  forty  guns,  the  Alliance,  another  frigate  of 
twenty,  with  some  armed  cutters,  all  under  American  colors,  with 
Congress  commissions.  He  has  sent  in  several  prizes,  has  greatly 
alarmed  the  coast  of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  and  we  just  now  hear  that 
going  noith  about  he  fell  in  with  a  number  of  ships  from  the  Baltic, 
convoyed  by  a  tifty-gun  ship  and  a  twenty-four  gun  frigate,  both  of  which 
he  took  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  and  forced  several  of  the  others 
ashore.  This  news  is  believed,  but  we  wait  the  confirmation  and  the 
particulars. 

The  blank  commissions  remaining  of  those  sent  to  us  here  are  all 
signed  by  Mr.  Hancock,  which  occasions  some  difficulty.  If  Congress 
approves  of  my  continuing  to  issue  such  commissions  I  wish  to  have  a 
fresh  supply,  with  the  other  necessary  instructions,  rules,  bonds,  etc, 
of  which  none  are  now  left. 

M.  le  Comte  de  MoUebois,  esteemed  one  of  the  best  generals  in  this 
country  and  who  loves  our  cause,  has  given  me  a  memorial,  contain- 
ing a  project  for  a  corps  here  for  your  service,  which  I  promised  to  lay 
before  Congress,  and  accordingly  enclose  a  copy.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  sentiments  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  introducing  foreign  troops 
among  us,  and  therefore  could  give  no  expectation  that  the  plan  would 
be  adopted.  It  will,  however,  be  a  pleasure  to  him  to  know  that  his 
good-will  to  serve  them  has  been  acceptable  to  the  Congress. 

A  Major  Borre,  who  has  been  in  America,  and  some  other  officers  who 
have  quitted  our  service  in  disgust,  endeavor  to  give  an  idea  that  our 
nation  does  not  love  the  French.  I  take  all  occasions  to  place  in  view 
the  regard  shown  by  Congress  to  good  French  officers,  as  a  proof  that 
the  slight  these  gentlemen  complain  of  is  particular  to  themselves,  and 
probably  the  effect  of  their  own  misbehavior.  I  wish  for  the  future, 
when  any  of  this  sort  of  people  leave  our  armies  to  come  home,  some 
little  sketch  of  their  conduct  or  character  may  be  sent  me,  with  the  real 
causes  of  their  resigning  or  departure,  that  I  may  be  the  more  able  to 
justify  our  country. 

Here  are  returned  in  the  last  cartel  a  number  of  French  sailors,  who 
had  engaged  with  CaptainCunningham,  were  taken  in  coming  home  in 
one  of  his  prizes,  and  have  been  near  two  years  in  English  prisons. 
They  demand  their  wages  and  share  of  prize  money.  I  send  their  claim, 
as  taken  before  the  officers  of  the  classes  at  Dunkirk.  I  know  nothing 
of  the  agreement  which  they  allege  was  made  with  them.  Mr.  Hodge, 
perhaps,  can  settle  the  affair  so  that  they  may  have  justice  done  them. 
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These  sort  of  thiugs  give  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  Several  of  these 
men  have  made  personal  applications  to  me,  and  1  must  hear  all  their 
stories,  though  I  can  uot  redress  them.  I  enclose  also  the  claim  of  two 
gunners  upon  a  prize  made  by  the  Boston,  Captain  Tucker.  I  am  per- 
suaded that  Congress  wish  to  see  justice  done  to  the  meanest  stranger 
that  has  served  them.     It  is  justice  that  establishes  a  nation. 

The  Spanish  ambassador  here  delivered  me  several  complaints  against 
our  cruisers.  I  imagine  that  all  the  injuries  complained  of  are  not  justly 
chargeable  to  us,  some  of  the  smaller  English  cruisers  having  pillaged 
Spanish  vessels  under  American  colors,  of  which  we  have  proof  upon 
oath ;  and  also  that  no  such  American  privateers  as  are  said  to  have 
committed  these  robberies  after  coming  out  of  Nantes  have  ever  been 
known  there  or  in  any  other  part  of  France,  or  even  to  have  existed. 
But,  if  any  of  the  complaints  are  well  founded,  I  have  assured  the  am- 
bassador that  the  guilty  will  be  punished  and  reparation  made. 

The  Swedish  ambassador  also  complains  of  the  taking  of  a  ship  of 
his  nation  by  Captain  Landais,  the  master  of  which  lays  his  damages  at 
sixty  thousand  livres.  I  understand  it  was  his  own  fault  that  he  was 
stopped,  as  he  did  not  show  his  papers.  Perhaps  this,  if  proved,  may 
enable  us  to  avoid  the  damages. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  the  following  further  partic- 
ulars of  the  action  between  Commodore  Jones  and  the  English  men-of- 
war.  The  forty-four-gun  ship  is  new,  having  been  but  six  months  off 
the  stocks.  She  is  called  the  Serapis.  The  other,  of  twenty  guns,  is  the 
Conntesfi  of  Scarborough.  He  had  before  taken  a  number  of  valuable 
prizes,  particularly  a  rich  ship  bound  to  Quebec,  which  we  suppose  he 
may  have  sent  to  America.  The  English,  from  mistaken  intelligence, 
imagining  he  had  a  body  of  troops  with  him  to  make  descents,  have  had 
all  their  northern  coasts  alarmed,  and  have  been  put  to  very  expensive 
movements  of  troops,  etc. 

The  extravagant  luxury  of  our  country  in  the  midst  of  all  its  distresses 
is  to  me  amazing.  When  the  difficulties  are  so  great  to  find  remittancfis 
to  pay  for  the  arms  and  ammunition  necessary  for  our  defense,  I  am 
astonished  and  vexed  to  find,  upon  inquiry,  that  much  the  greatest  part 
of  the  Congress  interest  bills  come  to  pay  for  tea,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  remainder  is  ordered  to  be  laid  out  in  gewgaws  and  superfluities. 
It  makes  me  grudge  the  trouble  of  examining  and  entering  and  accept- 
ing them,  which  indeed  takes  a  great  deal  of  time. 

I  yesterday  learned  from  M.  de  Monthien  that  everything  necessary 
for  equipping  two  frigates,  of  thirty-six  guns  each,  such  as  sail  cloth, 
cordage,  anchors,  etc.,  which  we  sent  to  the  Congress  from  hence  two 
years  since,  remains  stored  in  the  warehouses  of  his  correspondent,  Mr. 
Carrabass,  at  Cape  FrauQois,  having  never  been  called  for.  Probably, 
by  the  miscarriage  of  letters,  the  navy  board  never  heard  of  those  goods 
being  there.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  leave  the  application  I  have  lately 
made  for  m;iterials  for  a  frigate  of  thirty-six  guns  to  take  its  course. 
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But  I  send  you  herewith  copies  of  two  invoices  of  the  cargo  of  the 
Therese,  one  of  which  is  what  was  sent  by  us,  the  other  by  M.  de  Beau- 
marchais,  to  the  end  that  inquiry  may  be  made  after  the  whole. 

On  this  occasion  give  me  leave  to  remark,  that  of  all  the  vast  quan- 
tities of  goods  we  have  sent  you  by  many  different  vessels  since  my 
being  in  France,  we  never  were  happy  enough  to  receive  the  least  scrip 
of  acknowledgment  that  they  had  ever  come  to  hand,  except  from  Mr. 
Langdon,  of  a  cargo  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  and  I  think  of  one  more. 
This  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  interruption  our  correspondence  has  met 
with,  and  not  altogether  to  neglect.  But  as  such  advices  of  receipt  may 
be  made  iu  short  letters,  it  would  be  well  to  send  more  copies.  The 
following  is  a  matter  of  less  importance:  It  is  two  years,  I  believe,  since 
I  sent  the  monument  of  General  Montgomery.  I  have  heard  that  the 
vessel  arrived  iu  North  Carolina,  but  nothing  more.  1  should  be  glad 
to  know  of  its  coming  to  hand,  and  whether  it  is  approved.  Here  it 
was  admired  for  the  goodness  and  beauty  of  the  marble  and  the  elegant 
simplicity  of  the  design.  The  sculptor  has  had  an  engraving  made  of 
it,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy.  It  was  contrived  to  be  affixed  to  the  wall 
within  some  church,  or  in  the  great  room  where  the  Congress  met. 
Directions  for  putting  it  up  went  with  it.  All  the  parts  were  well 
packed  in  strong  cases. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

October  28. 
p.  s.„.l  kept  the  packet  iu  hopes  of  sending  a  more  explicit  account 
of  what  might  be  expected  in  regard  to  the  supplies.  The  express 
which  was  daily  expected  from  Spain  when  I  began  this  letter,  ar- 
arrived  but  a  few  days  since.  I  am  now  informed  that  court  is  under- 
stood to  be  in  treaty  with  the  Congress  in  America  to  furnish  a  sum  of 
hard  money  there,  and  on  that  account  excuses  itself  from  sharing  in 
the  expense  of  furnishing  these  supplies.  This  has  a  little  deranged 
the  measures  intended  to  be  taken  here,  and  I  am  now  told  that  the 
whole  quantity  of  goods  demanded  can  hardly  be  furnished,  but  that 
as  soon  as  the  court  returns  from  Marly  the  ministers  will  consult  and 
do  the  best  they  can  for  us.  The  arms  I  hear  are  in  hand  at  Charleville. 
I  am  unwilling  to  keep  the  packet  any  longer,  lest  she  should  arrive  on 
our  coasts  too  far  iu  the  winter  and  be  blown  oil";  I  therefore  send 
away  the  dispatches  ;  but  if  I  have  the  result  of  the  council  in  time  to 
reach  her  by  post  I  will  send  it  in  a  separate  letter.  The  hearty  good- 
will of  the  ministry  may  be  depended  on  ;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  their  present  expenses  are  enormous. 

B.  F. 
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Adams  to  Sartine.* 

Braintree,  October  6,  1779. 

Sir:  The  Sensible  intendiog  to  sail  in  a  few  days,  it  is  my  duty  to 
embrace  the  opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  obligations  to  his  majesty 
and  to  your  excellency  for  the  favor  of  a  passage  in  this  frigate,  which 
was  rendered  the  more  honorable  and  agreeable  to  me  by  the  company 
of  bis  excellency  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  and  M.  Marbois,  two 
characters  that  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be  peculiarly  useful 
and  acceptable  in  this  country. 

Your  excellency  will  permit  me  also  to  express  my  obligations  to  Cap- 
tain Chavagnes  and  the  other  officers  of  the  frigate  for  their  civilities, 
as  these  gentlemen  upon  all  o(!casions  discovered  a  particular  attention 
and  solicitude  to  render  all  the  circumstances  of  the  voyage  as  agreeable 
as  possible  to  me  and  the  other  passengers,  as  well  as  to  protect  the 
merchant  vessels  under  their  convoy. 

I  hope  and  believe  they  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  anything  here 
among  the  people  of  this  country  but  what  has  a  tendency  to  give 
them  a  favorable  opinion  of  their  allies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideration,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 


The  College  of  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  the  States-General. t 

Amsterdam,  October  8,  1779. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords  :  Captain  Eiemersma,  commanding  in 
the  absence  of  Yice-Admiral  Reynst,  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  has 
informed  us  by  message  of  the  entry  into  the  said  road  of  five  vessels, 
viz,  two  French  frigates,  one  American  frigate,  and  two  prizes  made 
by  them,  under  command  of  Paul  Jones,  who  has  addressed  himself 
in  person  to  said  Captain  Eiemersma,  and  has  asked  him  if  he  might 
put  on  shore  the  English  captains,  and  also  hire  a  house  for  the 
recovery  of  the  wounded ;  the  said  captain  demanding  thereon  our 
orders,  and  asking  besides  if  he  should  return  this  visit. 

On  which  we  have  answered  to  Captain  Eiemersma  that  we  could 
not  grant  the  request  made  by  the  commander  of  these  vessels  to  put 
on  shore  the  English  captains,  nor  permission  to  hire  a  house  on  shore 
to  put  his  sick  and  wounded  in ;  that  for  the  rest,  we  suppose  that  the 
instructions  received  from  his  most  serene  highness  would  enable  the 
said  captain  to  comport  himself  suitably. 

Besides,  that  he,  the  captain,  ought  to  look  out  that  for  unloading, 
or  in  advancing  further  into  the  roadstead  than  is  necessary  for  protec- 

*  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  117. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  .=S  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  269. 


368  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE, 

tiou  from  storms  and  other  accidents,  he  shonkl  not  contravene  by  his 
vessels  the  placard  of  their  high  miohtinesses  of  November  3,  1756. 

We  have  the  honor  to  submit  all  this  to  the  view  of  your  high  mighti- 
nesses, hoping  that  our  conduct  will  be  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  your 
approbation,  etc. 

PLACARD  OF  1756,  KEFEERED  TO  IN  THE  ABOVE  LETTER. 

The  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  all   to  whom  these  presents  shall 

come,  greeting  : 
Be  it  known  that,  haviug  been  advised  that  some  vessels  of  war  or  foreign  pri- 
vateers, abusing  the  liberty  that  was  granted  them  of  resorting  to  ami  anchoring 
in  our  harbors  in  case  of  want  or  accident  and  of  bringing  with  them  the  vessels 
or  effects  taken  by  them  from  their  enemies,  have  undertaken  to  sell  or  dispose 
of  their  said  prizes,  which  is  directly  against  our  intention,  and  may  give  rise 
to  a  misunderstanding  between  us  and  our  neighbors,  which  we  desire  to  prevent  as 
much  as  is  in  our  power  by  all  possible  means,  having  considered  what  may  best 
conduce  to  this  end,  we  have  thought  good  to  declare,  ordain,  and  resolve  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hereafter  all  vessels  of  war  and  foreign  privateers,  whatever  they  may  be,  which 
shall  enter  into  the  roadsteads,  rivers,  and  waters  of  this  state,  shall  hoist  on  their 
arrival  the  flag  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belong,  aud  not  advance  farther  iuto 
said  rivers  and  waters  than  to  secure  tliemselves  from  tempests  and  other  perils 
without  permission  of  the  college  of  admiralty  in  the  district  in  which  they  may  be. 
They  shall  abstain  from  every  act  w^hich  may  offend  or  aggrieve  any  one,  whether 
stranger  or  subject  of  the  state,  but  conduct,  on  the  contrary,  iu  said  waters  in  a 
manner  not  to  harm  or  give  cause  of  complaint  to  auy  one,  under  penalty  not  only 
of  not  receiving  any  assistance,  but  also  of  being  expelled  by  force.  In  case  that  any 
vessel  of  war  or  privateer  haviug  letters  of  reprisals  refuse  to  hoist  ou  arrival  its 
flag,  or  may  be  in  the  said  waters  and  rivers  without  permission  of  the  college  of 
admiralty  in  the  district  where  they  are,  the  crew  will  be  regarded  and  treated  as 
pirates.  All  officers  of  vessels  of  war  or  foreign  privateers  which  shall  enter  into  the 
mouths  of  the  rivers  of  this  state  with  their  vessels  and  prizes,  or  with  their  prizes 
only,  shall  be  bound  to  abstain  from  announcing  or  pnblishiug  in  any  manner  said 
prizes,  from  discharging  them  in  whole  or  in  part,  from  selling  or  disposing  of  them; 
but  they  shall  keep  or  retain  them  entire,  and  put  to  sea  with  them,  returning  iu  the 
same  state  as  when  they  arrived,  under  pain  of  being  deprived  of  said  prizes,  which 
shall  be  seized  by  the  officers  of  this  state  and  kept  by  the  college  of  admiralty  of 
the  district  till  the  counselors  of  said  college,  having  taken  cognizance  of  the  fact, 
shall  judge  proper  to  dispose  of  them  agreeably  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

And  to  the  end  that  these  orders  may  be  better  executed,  all  officers  and  masters 
of  privateers  which  shall  anchor  in  the  harbors  of  this  state  shall  be  holden  to  give 
notice  at  the  first  place  where  they  shall  come  of  the  cause  of  their  arrival  to  the 
officers  charged  by  the  state  with  the  inspection  of  the  entry  of  vessels  to  present 
to  said  officers  their  commissions,  and  especially  to  declare  what  prizes  they  have 
made,  on  what  nation  they  have  made  them,  and  in  general  iu  what  their  cargoes 
consist.  Moreover,  the  said  vessels  of  war  or  privateers  shall  permit  the  said  officers 
to  put  persons  on  board  said  prizes  to  guard  them  and  prevent  anything  from  being 
sold  or  discharged  contrary  to  the  present  decree,  and  in  this  manner  they  shall  put 
to  sea  with  their  prizes  aud  depart  from  the  harbors  of  this  state. 

And  to  give  more  effect  to  our  intentions,  and  the  better  to  prevent  all  difference  ou 
this  subject,  we  advise  by  these  presents  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  state,  and  others 
who  reside  here,  that  they  will  have  to  conform  to  their  provisions,  and  will  be  care- 
ful of  taking  upon  themselves  to  purchase,  accept,  or  take  for  their  own  accounts 
part  or  the  whole  of  any  prize  brought  into  the  harbors  of  this  state  under  any  pre- 
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text  whatever,  and  also  of  aiding  or  facilitating  with  their  persons,  vessels,  or  boats 
the  sale,  discharge,  or  removal  of  said  prizes,  under  penalty  not  only  that  all  the 
eifects  they  shall  have  acquired  against  the  present  decree  (without  receiving  any  com- 
pensation for  what  they  have  disbursed  or  their  arrears  of  wages),  shall  be  seized 
by  the  college  of  admiralty  of  the  district  and  confiscated  to  the  profit  of  whom  it 
may  concern,  but  also  that  the  party  shall  be  condemned  to  the  payment  of  one 
thousand  florins,  one-third  of  which  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  state,  one-third  to  the 
informer,  whose  name  shall  remain  secret,  and  the  remaining  third  for  the  oflicer 
who  shall  have  received  the  complaint. 

And  in  order  that  no  person  may  pretend  ignorance,  we  desire  and  request  the 
lords  the  committee  of  roads  and  the  deputies  of  the  states  of  the  respective  provinces 
immediately  to  announce,  publish,  and  post  up  the  present  placard  wherever  need 
shall  be  and  as  it  is  custo  mary  to  practise.  We  join,  moreover,  and  command  the 
counselors  of  the  admiralty,  the  advocate  of  the  treasury,  the  admirals,  vice-admi- 
rals, captains,  officers,  and  commandants  as  also  the  comudssaries  and  conniussioners 
of  search  in  the  harbors  and  other  places,  to  execnte  and  cause  to  be  executed  the 
present  order;  to  proceed  and  cause  proceedings  to  be  had  against  ofienders,  without 
any  connivance,  favor,  dissimulation,  or  agreement ;  for  we  have  thus  judged  neces- 
sary for  the  service  of  the  state. 

Done  and  concluded  at  the  assembly  of  their  high  mightinesses  the  States-General 
at  The  Hague  the  third  of  November,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six. 


Congress — Proceedings  as  to  the  Election  and  Commissioning  of  the  Peace 
Plenipotentiaries  and  other  Ministers.* 

[For  prio^"  proceedings,  see  siqrra,  October  4,  1779.] 

OCTOBEE  9,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission  for  the  secretaries 
brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 
The  United  IStates  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  to ,  greeting  : 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  ability, 
conduct,  and  fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint  you, 
during  our  ])leasure,  secretary  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed 

to .     You  are  therefore  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge  the 

duty  of  secretary  by  doing  and  performing  all  things  thereunto  belong- 
ing; and  in  case  of  the  death  of  our  said  minister,  you  are  to  signify  it 
to  us  by  th»  earliest  opportunity,  and  on  such  event  we  authorize  and 
direct  you  to  take  into  your  charge  all  our  i)ublic  affairs  which  were  in 
the  hands  of  our  said  minister  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  which  may  be 
addressed  to  him  before  notice  thereof,  and  proceed  therein  according  to 
the   instructions  to  our  said  minister  given  until  our  further  orders. 

Witness ,  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 

America,  at ,  the day  of ,  17—,  and  in  the year 

of  our  Independence. 

The  said  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  of  credence  to  the 
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secretary  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  residing?  at  a  foreign  court, 
which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

[Insert  the  address  of  the  king,  prince,  or  potentate.] 

Taking  into  consideration  the  various  events  which  may  deprive  us 
of  the  services  of  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  your  court,  and  being 
desirous  that  at  all  times  you  should  be  assured  of  our  constant  good- 
will and  affection,  we  have  nominated secretary  to  our  minister 

in  case  of  the  death  or  the  necessary  absence  of  our  said  minister 

to  reside  at  your  court,  and  to  transact  all  such  matters  and  things  rela- 
ting to  us  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  necessary.  We  beseech  you  to 
give  entire  credit  to  every  tiling  which  he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  espe- 
cially when  he  shall  assure  you  of  tlie  permanency  of  our  friendship.  And 
we  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your in  His  holy  protection. 

Done  at ,  the day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord -, 

and  in  the year  of  our  Independence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  form  of  a  letter  of  cre- 
dence to  Mr.  Jay  to  represent  these  States  at  the  court  of  Spain  in  case 
a  treaty  shall  be  signed  with  that  court.* 


Prom  the  College  of  Admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  the  States-General. t 

Amsterdam,  October  12,  1779. 
High  and  Mighty  Lords:  To  satisfy  the  orders  of  their  high 
mightinesses  and  their  resolution  of  the  8th  of  this  month,  wherein 
it  has  pleased  them  to  demand  our  opinion  and  our  consideration 
of  the  annexed  memorial  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  ambassador  extia- 
ordinary  from  his  majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  near  the  repub- 
lic, we  take  the  liberty  to  answer  respectfully  their  high  mightinesses 
that  we  had  the  honor  to  inform  them  by  our  letter  of  the  8tli  of 
this  month  of  the  entry  of  live  shii)S,  and,  at  the  same  time,  of 
the  answer  we  had  given  to  Captain  lliemersma,  commanding  at 
that  time  in  the  roads  of  the  Texel,  on  the  request  that  had  been 
made  to  him  by  Captain  Paul  Jones,  the  said  answer  containing 
in  substance  that,  in  the  belief  that  these  ships  would  depart  on  the 
first  opportunity,  we  should  not  grant  the  debarkation  and  the  stay  on 
shore  which  was  asked  for  of  two  English  captains,  nor  permit  the 
hiring  of  a  house  to  transport  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  that,  more- 
over, we  charged  tlie  said  captain  to  keep  watch  there;  that  to  provide 
that  these  ships  should  be  in  security  and  safe  from  storms  and  other 
accidents,  would  not  contravene  the  placard  of  your  high  mightinesses 
of  November  3,  1756,  which  we  regard  as  the  rule  according  to  which 
all  foreign  ships  of  war,  whatever  they  be  and  from  whatever  port  they 

*  For  further  proceedings,  see  infra,  October  13,  1779. 
t  J\IS.S.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  2TZ. 
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come,  which  enter  into  the  harbors  or  roadsteads  of  the  republic  ought 
to  be  treated,  and  as  having  been  given  with  the  view  that  the  said 
foreign  ships  should  put  to  sea  with  their  iirizes  without  discharging 
them  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  without  selling  them  or  disposing  of  them 
in  any  manner;  that  for  these  reasons  it  has  appeared  to  us  that  the 
seizure  of  the  said  ships  and  officers  and  sailors  would  be  a  contraven- 
tion of  the  said  placard  ;  that,  besides,  humanity  requires  that  the  said 
ships  may  stay  to  effect  any  repairs  of  which  they  have  need  and  to 
procure  to  the  sick  and  wounded  all  the  alleviations  necessary,  for  the 
administering  of  which  it  is  expedient  that  they  be  brought  on  shore. 

On  wliich  we  have  judged  it  proper  to  make  representation  to  their 
high  mightinesses  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  charge  Captain 
Riemersma,  commandant  at  the  roadstead  of  the  Texel,  and  to  give 
him  order  to  permit  the  debarkation  of  the  sick  and  wounded  from  said 
ships,  to  enable  tbem  to  receive  the  most  prompt  assistance;  which  we 
should  have  already  granted  ourselves  upon  the  requests  which  have 
been  addressed  to  us  on  behalf  of  said  sick  and  wounded  if  we  could 
have  thought  we  had  a  right  to  do  it  without  the  authorization  of  their 
high  mightinesses  ;  submitting  in  this  respect  all  tinal  determinations 
to  their  high  wisdom  and  to  their  better  opinion. 

Deliberating  on  this,  the  deputies  of  the  province  of  Holland  and 
of  West  Friesland  have  taken  a  copy  of  the  above  letter,  to  be  more 
amply  communicated;  and,  nevertheless,  it  has  been  found  good  and 
determined  that  a  copy  of  said  letter  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
M.  de  Linden  de  Hemme  and  other  deputies  for  marine  affairs  to  see, 
examine,  and  take  into  consideration  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  respective  colleges  of  admiralty  and  to  make  report  thereon  to 
the  assembly. 

PERMISSION    TO    LAND    TUK   SICK   AND   WOUNDED    OF   THE    ENGLISH   VESSELS    TAKEN 

BY    PAUL   JONES. 

I  Extract  from  the  records  of  their  high  mightinesses.] 

October  15,  1779. 

M.  de  Heekercn  de  Brautzenburg,  president  of  the  assembly,  has  imparted  to  their 
high  mightinesses  that  he  was  informed  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  of  the  deplorable  con- 
dition of  the  sick  and  wounded  who  are  on  board  the  English  vessels  Scrapis  and 
Counfess  of  Scarborough,  taken  by  Panl  Jones  and  brought  into  the  Texel,  and  who, 
as  humanity  requires,  not  only  has  not  refused  them  accommodation,  but  even  has 
procured  them  all  the  assistance  and  all  the  supplies  possible,  and  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  their  high  mightinesses  if  it  would  not  please  them,  without  delay, 
to  authorize  the  college  of  admiralty  of  Amsterdam  to  have  put  on  shore  the  said 
sick  and  wounded,  to  be  there  tended  and  nursed. 

On  which,  having  deliberated,  it  has  been  thought  good  and  decreed  that,  without 
prejudice  to  ulterior  deliberations  of  their  high  mightinesses  on  the  memorial  which 
has  been  sent  to  them  on  this  subject  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  the  8th  of  this  month, 
everything  continuing  in  this  respect  in  the  same  state,  it  be  written  to  the  college  of  ad- 
miralty of  Amsterdam  to  authorize  it,  and  it  is  authorized  by  the  present  resolution 
to  permit  not  only  that  the  sick  and  wounded  who  are  in  said  vessels  be  landed  or 
put  on  board  a  hospital  ship  as  soon  as  one  can  be  prepared  for  this  purpose,  but 
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besides  that  they  he  fiinnshed  by  the  ships  of  war  of  the  republic  now  in  the  road- 
stead with  the  mediciaes  aud  jirovisions  necessary,  and  that  the  surgeons  of  said 
ships  of  war  may  bestow  their  care  in  the  treatment  of  those  siek  and  wounded  who 
shall  be  debarked.  It  being  well  understood  that  by  this  arraufjement  nothiug  shall 
be  accounted  to  be  changed  relative  lo  the  condition  of  said  sick  aud  wounded  ;  that 
their  high  mightinesses  will  not  be  responsible  for  those  who  may  be  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  for  escape,  and  that  under  any  pretext,  either  to  guard 
the  prisoners  or  to  niaintaiu  discipline,  there  may  not  be  allowed  to  go  ou  shore 
armed  men  more  than  three  or  four,  and  armed  only  with  their  swords ;  that,  finally, 
nothing  may  be  done  iu  said  department  and  dependencies  but  with  the  knowledge 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  oliicer  commanding  the  vessels  of  the  republic  which 
are  in  the  roadstead  and  of  those  in  whose  jurisdiction  shall  be  the  place  where  the 
sick  and  wounded  may  be  debarked. 

INSTKUCTIONS   OF    HOLLAND    AND    WEST   FKIESLAND   TO    THEIU   DEPUTIES. 

Their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  the  lords  states  of  Holland  and  of  West  Fries- 
laud,  in  their  assembly  of  Thursday,  the  21st  of  October,  1779,  having  resolved  to 
qualify  their  deputies  in  the  generality  to  conform  in  the  assembly  of  their  high 
mightinesses  to  the  following  advice — 

They  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  should  answer  the  memorial  of  Sir  Josejjh  Yorke, 
ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  presented 
the  8th  of  this  month,  that  their  high  mightinesses  be  informed  that  a  short  time 
since  there  entered  into  the  Texel  three  frigates,  viz,  two  French  and  one  styling 
itself  American,  commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  having  with  them  two  prizes  made  by 
them  at  sea,  named  Serajns  and  Countess  of  Scarhorcufjh,  designated  in  his  memorial. 

That  their  high  mightinesses,  having  for  more  than  a  century  constantly  observed 
and  manifested  by  successive  placards  that  they  would  not  in  any  manner  give  any 
judgment  for  or  against  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the  acts  of  those  who,  not  sailing 
under  these  provinces,  make  prizes  at  sea  and  bring  them  into  the  roadsteads  of  this 
country,  not  opening  their  ports  to  them  on  any  other  terms  than  for  them  to  put  in 
in  case  of  tempest  or  other  disasters,  an  1  obliging  them  to  return  with  thein  to  sea  as 
they  brought  them  in,  they  would  not  undertake  to  examine  whether  the  prices 
brought  in  by  said  three  frigates  belong  to  the  French  or  to  the  Americans,  whether 
they  are  legal  or  illegal,  but  must  abandon  all  this  to  the  decision  of  those  who  have 
jurisdiction  ;  aud  that  they  would  compel  them  altogether  to  return  to  sea,  for  that, 
subject  here  to  be  retaken  as  if  they  had  never  landed  in  this  country,  they  will  be 
judged  by  the  proper  tribunal ;  inasmuch  as  the  ambassador  will  acknowledge  him- 
self that  he  would  have  no  less  a  right  to  reclaim  them  if  they  belonged  to  English 
subjects  than  if  they  were  vessels  of  the  king,  which  they  happened  to  be  in  this 
case,  and  by  consequence  this  would  not  authorize  their  high  mightinesses  to  bring 
it  before  the  tribunals  of  this  country  any  more  than  the  jierson  of  Paul  Jones. 

That  with  respect  to  acts  of  humanity,  their  high  mightinesses  have  already  mani- 
fested to  the  ambassador  their  eagerness  to  exercise  them  in  regard  to  the  wounded 
on  board  said  vessels,  and  that  they  have  given  orders  in  consequence. 

They  would  be  of  opinion,  moreover,  that  they  ought  to  answer  the  college  of 
admiralty  of  Amsterdam  that  their  high  mightinesses  approve  what  is  done  ;  that  in 
conformity  to  their  i)lacard  of  the  3d  of  November,  175G,  which  prohil)it8  the  over- 
hauling and  breaking  up  of  the  cargoes  of  piizes  for  the  purpose  of  securing  them 
from  recapture  and  allowing  to  the  captor  the  right  of  disposing  of  them,  they  persist 
in  it  also  in  the  case  of  the  prizes  Serapis  and  Coimless  of  Scarborough,  authorizing 
said  college  to  do  what  is  iu  their  jiower  that  the  said  five  frigates  depart,  the  sooner 
the  better,  and  to  take  care  that  there  be  not  delivered  to  them,  nor  carried  on  board, 
any  munitions  of  war  or  naval  stores,  but  such  things  only  as  they  want  in  order  to 
put  to  sea  aud  reach  the  first  foreign  ^lort,  to  prevent  all  suspicion  of  their  equipment 
and  arming  in  this  country. 
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[For  prior  proceedings,  see  supra,  October  9,  1771».  J 

October  13,  1779. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved^  That  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr.  Jay's  appointment, 
and  that  agreeably  to  his  request  he  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  America. 

Mr.  Jay  having-  desired  to  be  informed  (1)  In  what  manner  he  is  to 
be  supplied  with  money  for  his  expenses  on  his  arrival  in  Europe;  (2) 
Whether  he  will  be  allowed  any  money  for  secret  services  ;  (3)  Whether 
he  is  to  advance  money  to  distressed  Americans  who  may  apply  to 
him. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 

The  members:  Mr.  Lnurens,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Langdon. 

A  letter  of  lOth  July,  1779,  from  J.  G.  Derricks,  at  Amsterdam,  and 
sundr}^  letters  between  Governor  Trumbull  and  tlie  said  Mr.  Derricks 
being  laid  before  Congress  were  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Witherspoou  and  Mr.  Lovell,  members  of  the  com- 
mittee for  foreign  affairs,  be  added  to  the  foregoing  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  instruction  to  the  min- 
ister plenipotentiary  appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  court  of  Spain  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  for  the  United  States  the  liberty  of  taking  salt  from 
Sal  Tortugas  and  cutting  logwood  and  mahogany  in  the  Bay  of  Hon- 
duras, and  that  the  former  committee  (see  page  3-44)  be  discharged  of 
that  business. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherspoou,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 

That  the  minister  of  these  States  to  his  Catholic  majesty  be  privately 
instructed  to  recede  from  the  claim  of  a  free  navigation  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  mentioned  in  his  instructions  (see  pages  341-342)  below  the 
thirty  first  degree  of  north  latitude,  on  condition  of  tlie  grant  of  a  free 
port  therein,  also  mentioned,  if  the  obtaining  such  navigation  shall  be 
found  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  proposed  treaties  of  amity  and  com- 
merce between  these  States  and  his  Catholic  majesty ;  provided  always, 
that  the  power  herein  contained  be  confined  to  the  said  minister,  and 
not  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  to  be  exercised  by  any  other  person. 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first 
clause  as  far  as  to  the  proviso,  the  yeas  au<l  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Mercer, 

"«-  H-p'^-'' \  t,:.  E:,S»;::;::::::.i^"  V^'- 

^,  y         ..    -D  <»  iMr.  Lovell No.     \^. 

Massachusetts  Bay j  ^j,,    i^^i^^^ Aye.  \  ^■ 

Rhode  Island Mr.  Marchaut No.       No. 

i  Mr.  Slierniau No.     ) 

Connecticut <  Mr.  lluutiugton No.     >No. 


i  Mr.  Slierniau No.     ) 

}  Mr.  lluutiugton No.     >] 

(  Mr.  Root No.    ) 
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New  York J  Mr.  Morris Aye.  K 

)  Mr.  Lewis Aye.  >     •' 


«-  J— y \  £;S!':?T::;;::;;i?::  I'^y- 

i  Mr.  Armstrong No.     ) 
Mr.  Atlee Aye.  /No. 
Mr.  Muhleuberg No.     ) 

(  Mr.  Plater Aye.  ) 

ary laud <  Mr.  Forbes Aye.  /  Aye. 

(  Mr.  Jenifer Aye.) 


M 

(  Mr.  Griffin No.     ) 

Virginia ■?  Mr.  Mercer ....No.     >No. 

^  Mr.  FitzLugh No.    ) 

SMr.  Harnet No.    ) 
Mr.  Hewes Aye.  >No. 
Mr.  Sharpe No.    ) 

o      J.I    rt       1-  (  Mr.  Laurens No.    ^  xt 

bouth  Carolina j  Mr.  Mathews No.    T^' 

So  it  pas.sed  iu  the  uegative. 

October  14,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  first  blank  iu  the  coinmissioii  to  the  se<u'etary 
of  the  miuister  pleuipotentiary  for  uegotiatiug  with  Spain  be  filled  up 
with  "the  honorable  William  Carmichael,esq.,  a  delegate  iu  Cougress 
from  the  State  of  Maryland,"  and  the  second  blank  (see  page  350)  with 
"  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  alliance  with  his 
Catholic  mnjesty,"  the  blank  after  "  witness  "  with  "his  excellency 
Samuel  Huntington,  esq.,"  and  the  other  blanks  successively  with 
"  Philadelphia,"  "  twenty-ninth,"  "  September,"  "  1779,"  "  fourth." 

That  the  first  blank  iu  the  commission  to  the  secretary  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  etc.,  be  filled  up  with 
"  The  honorable  Francis  Dana,  esq.,  adelegatein  Congress  from  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  the  said  State,"  the 
second  blank  with  "  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,"  and  the  other  blanks  as  above. 

That  the  first  l)laMk  in  the  commission  for  the  secretary  to  the  min- 
ister at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  filled  with  "John  Laurens,  esq., 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,"  the 
second  blank  with  "at  the  court  of  Versailles,"  striking  out  "appointed 
to"  and  the  other  blanks  as  above. 

October  15, 1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr,  Langdon, 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Lovell  (see  page  352),  appointed  to  prepare 
an  instruction  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ;  and 
thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  following  additional  instruction  be  given  to  the 
miuister  i)leuipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce with  his  Catholic  majesty. 
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Sir:  You  are  to  use  jour  utmost  eiuleavors  for  obtaining  permission 
for  the  citizens  and  iuLabitants  of  these  States  to  have  anil  take  on 
board  their  vessels  salt  at  the  Island  of  Sal  Tortugas;  and  also  to  cut, 
load,  aud  bring  away  logwood  and  mahogany  in  and  from  the  Bay  of 
Honduras  and  its  rivers,  and  to  build  on  the  shores  storehouses  and 
magazines  for  the  wood-cutters  and  their  families  in  the  extent  ceded 
to  his  Britannic  majesty  by  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  concluded  at  Paris  the  lOtli  day  of  February,  1763,  or  in  as 
great  extent  as  can  be  obtained. 

Resolved^  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
these  States  at  the  court  of  France,  desiring  him  to  take  the  most 
eflfectunl  means  for  supplying  the  ministers  appointed  to  treat  with  his 
Catholic  majesty  and  with  his  Britannic  majesty  and  their  secretaries, 
with  two  thonsaud  louis  d'ors,  to  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  sahiries,  and  giving  the  strongest  assurances  to  the  said  min- 
ister that  Congress  will  immediately  take  measures  for  replacing  the  said 
snm,  as  well  as  for  establishing  a  fund  in  Europe  for  the  future  sup- 
port of  all  the  embassies  from  these  States. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  minister  appointed  to  treat  with  his  Catho- 
lic majesty  advance  or  procure  advances  of  money  to  be  made  upon 
necessary  occasions  for  the  relief  of  distressed  Americans,  he  shall  be 
reimbursed  and  indemnified  for  such  advances. 


J.  Paul  Jones  to  Morris.* 

Amsterdam,  October  13,  1779. 

As  the  history  of  my  proceedings  since  I  left  the  Ranger  has  not 
aftbrded  much  of  the  agreeable,  I  have  in  that  time  written  very  seldom 
to  my  much  honored  and  esteemed  Mr.  Morris.  1  last  winter,  however, 
had  the  honor  to  write  you  some  letters,  whereof  I  forwarded  various 
coi)ies  enclosing  papers  respecting  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Simpson 
while  under  my  command,  and  as  they  were  addressed  to  you  as  presi- 
dent of  various  committees  of  Congress,  I  rest  perfectly  satisfied  that 
they  have  not  been  disregarded.  I  am  now  in  the  chamber  of  our 
mutual  friend  Mr.  Ross,  who  informs  me  that  a  vessel  sails  this  day 
for  Boston.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that,  being  at  a  distance  from  my 
papers,  I  can  not  enclose  a  copy  of  the  accounts  which  I  have  lately 
given  of  my  proceedings  to  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin.  I  will  for- 
ward copies  as  soon  as  political  reasons  will  admit  of  my  returning  to 
Texel,  where  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  1  arrived  with 
the  remains  of  my  little  squadron  on  the  3d  instant,  and  brought  on 
with  me  two  of  the  enemies'  shii)S  of  war,  the  Serapis,  of  forty-four  gaus, 
and  the  Countess  of  ^Scarborough,  of  twenty  guns. 


N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc,  1778,  ^42. 


376  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

I  sailed  from  L'Orient  on  my  late  expedition  on  the  13th  of  August 
with  the  Bon  Homme  Richard^  an  old  East  Indiaman,  of  forty  guns;  the 
Alliance^  of  thirty-six  gnus;  the  Pallas,  an  armed  ship,  thirty  guns;  the 
Cerf,  A  cutter  of  eighteen  guns ;  and  the  Vengeance,  an  armed  brig  of 
twelv^e  guns;  joined  by  the  Monsieur  and  Grandville,  two  French  priva- 
teers. Monsieur  de  Chaumont,  who  had  something  to  say  to  my  little 
armament,  made  such  wrong  arrangements,  that  both  the  privateers 
and  the  cutter  soon  separated  from  me.  I  established  my  cruise  for 
some  time  on  the  soutliwest  of  Ireland,  and  proposed  to  have  remained 
there  for  some  time  longer  had  not  the  remonstrances  of  Captain  Lan- 
dais  determined  me  otherwise,  and  thereby  lost  me  the  opportunity  of  in^ 
tercepting  eight  of  the  enemies'  East  India  ships,  which  entered  the  port 
of  Limerick  three  days  after  I  left  the  Blaskets.  I  passed  by  the  north 
of  Scotland,  took  some  prizes,  and  was  within  the  smallest  triile  of 
laying  Leith  under  a  heavy  contribution,  though  I  had  then  with  me 
only  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  tlie  Pallas,  and  the  Vengeance. 

We  alarmed  their  coasts  prodigiously  from  Cape  Clear  round  to  Hull ; 
and  had  I  not  been  concerned  with  sons  of  interest  I  could  have  done 
much.  On  the  23d  September,  oft'  Flamboro'  Head,  the  Baltic  fleet 
appeared.  The  action  between  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  the  Serapis 
was  dreadful.  An  hour  from  the  commencement  I  found  that  I  had  to 
deal  with  a  far  superior  force,  and  the  Serapis  being  a  much  more  man- 
ageable ship  than  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  I  was  under  the  necessity 
of  closing  with  her.  I  found  means  to  get  the  enemy's  bowsprit  over 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard's  quarter,  and  immediately  made  him  fast  to 
the  mizzenmast.  The  ships  then  swung  alongside  of  one  another,  the 
enemy's  stern  opposite  to  our  bows  and  the  yards  being  locked.  In 
that  situation  the  action  continued  two  hours  and  a  half,  both  ships 
being  on  fire  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  time,  and  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  making  as  much  water  as  all  the  pumps  could  discharge.  At 
last  the  Alliance  appeared,  but  not  to  our  assistance,  for,  instead  of 
laying  the  enemy  alongside,  or  of  assisting  us  with  fresh  men,  he  sailed 
round  and  lired  into  the  Bon  Homme  Richard;  even  after  every  tongue 
had  exclaimed  that  ho  tired  into  the  wrong  shii),  and  I  had  even  hoisted 
a  signal  which  could  not  he  mistalen.  He  killed  a  number  of  our  men 
and  mortally  wounded  a  good  officer.  At  last  the  enemy  struck  the 
English  tlag,  but  the  victory  was  too  dear.  The  mainmast  of  the  Serajns 
fell  overboard  soon  after  the  captain  liad  delivered  me  his  sword,  and 
the  fire  continued  unextinguished  on  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
for  eight  hours  afterwards,  having  at  last  gained  its  way  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  magazine.  In  short,  we  found  it  impossible  to  preserve 
the  good  old  ship,  and  I  endeavored  to  do  it  so  long  that  I  had  only 
time  to  save  the  sick  and  wounded.  The  ^//m/<te  contributed  much  to 
the  loss  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  by  hitting  her  between  wind  and 
water  and  under  water. 

I  am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  return  immediately  to  the  continent.    My 
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^jdent  wishes  impel  me  to  seek  after  the  meaus  tiUit  I  may  justify  my 
self  in  all  respects— /or  I  can  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  dear  sir, 
your  very  obliged  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Jones. 

N.  B. — The  first  copy  of  this  letter  was  forwarded  alone. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  October  V6,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  certain  intelligence  that  Admiral  iJodney  is  to 
sail  immediately  from  England,  with  five  sail  of  the  lino,  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  tleet  in  the  West  Indies.  1  am  well  informed  that  the 
plan  he  proposed  was  by  dividing  his  fleet  into  three  divisions,  with 
some  landed  forces  on  board  of  each,  to  block  up  and  liarass  continually 
the  whole  of  our  coast.  It  is  probable  they  have  adopted  his  plan  with 
him.  His  abilities  and  activity  are  great.  Count  d'Estaiiig  is  expected 
here  in  the  winter  with  twelve  ships,  which  will  leave  the  ( ueiny  a 
decided  and  dangerous  superiority.  Our  hope  is  that  by  some  mortal 
blow  on  Xew  York  before  his  departure  he  will  in  a  great  measure 
frustrate  their  intentions. 

The  combined  fleet  is  ordered  into  the  British  channel  and  the  troops 
to  prepare  for  the  invasion  of  England.  Upon  the  issue  of  this  will 
depend  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  instructions  from  Congress  relative  to 
Spain,  nor  any  answer  from  that  court  relative  lo  my  reception  there. 
The  public  funds  which  were  in  my  hands  being  nearly  exhausted,  and 
Dr.  Franklin  having  positively  declined  supplying  my  expenses  at  that 
court,  I  must  beg  Congress  to  take  some  immediate  order  in  this  busi- 
ness, so  that  it  may  not  remain  in  the  power  of  any  individual  to  coun- 
teract their  intentions,  and  drive  gentlemen  away  from  Europe  who  are 
so  unfortunate  as  not  to  be  in  his  good  graces. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 

Lovell,  for  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,   to  Arthur  Lee.t 

Philadelphia,  October  13,  1779. 
Sir  :  This  is  officially  to  convey  to  you  the  knowledge  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  minist  r  idenipoteutiary  in  lieu  of  a  commissioner  at  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  also  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  this  day  upon  the  reading 
of  your  letter  of  the  3 1st  of  May.f 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corn,  570. 

+  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;   1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  571. 

t  In  CoDgress,  Oct.  13,  1779.— A  letter  of  the  31st  of  May  last  from  A.  Leo  was 
read  ;  whereupon 

"  EesoJred,  That  Mr.  A.  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr.  .Jay's  appointment,  and  that,  agree- 
ably to  his  request,  he  is  at  liberty  to  return  to  America." 
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Mr.  Jay  will  probably  be  in  a  short  timy  in  Europe  to  execute  liis 
com  mission. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Lovell, 
For  the  Committee  for  Foreign  Affairs. 


Franklin  to  John  Panl  Jones.* 

Passy,  October  15,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  the  account  of  your  cruise  and  engagement 
with  the  Serapis,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send  me  from  the  Texel. 
I  have  since  received  your  favor  of  the  8th  from  Amsterdam.  Fur 
some  days  after  the  arrival  of  your  express  scarce  anything  was  talked 
of  at  Paris  and  Versailles  but  your  cool  conduct  and  persevering 
bravery  during  that  terrible  conflict.  You  may  believe  that  the  im 
pression  on  my  mind  was  not  less  strong  than  on  that  of  others,  but  I 
do  not  choose  to  say  in  si  letter  to  yourself  all  1  think  on  such  an  occa- 
sion. 

The  ministry  are  much  dissatisfied  with  Captnin  Landais,  and  M.  de 
Sartine  has  signified  to  me  in  writing;  that  it  is  expected  that  I  should 
send  for  him  to  Paris  and  call  him  to  account  for  his  conduct,  particu- 
larly for  deferring  so  long  his  coming  to  your  assistance,  by  which 
means,  it  is  supposed,  the  States  lost  some  of  their  valuable  citizens, 
and  the  king  lost  many  of  his  subjects,  volunteers  in  your  shij),  together 
with  the  ship  itself. 

I  have  accordingly  written  to  him  this  day,  acquainting  him  that  he 
is  charged  with  disobedience  of  orders  in  the  cruise  and  neglect  of  his 
duty  in  the  engagement;  that  a  court-martial  being  at  this  time  incon- 
venient, if  not  impracticable,  I  would  give  him  an  earlier  opportunity 
of  offering  what  he  has  to  say  in  his  justification,  and  for  that  purpose 
direct  him  to  render  himself  immediately  here,  bringing  with  him  such 
papers  or  testimonies  as  he  may  think  useful  in  his  defense.  I  know 
not  whether  he  will  obey  my  orders,  nor  what  the  ministry  would  do 
with  him  if  he  comes;  but  1  suspect  that  they  may,  by  some  of  their 
concise  operations,  save  the  trouble  of  a  court  martial.  It  will,  how- 
ever, be  well  for  you  to  furnish  me  with  what  you  may  judge  proper 
to  support  the  charges  against  him,  that  I  may  be  able  to  give  a  just 
and  clear  account  to  Congress.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  be  necessary, 
if  he  should  refuse  to  come,  that  you  should  put  him  under  arrest,  and 
in  that  case  as  well  as  if  ho  comes,  that  you  should  either  appoint  some 
person  to  the  command  or  take  it  upon  yourself,  for  I  know  of  no  per- 
son to  recommend  to  you  as  fit  for  that  station.     I  am  uneasy  about 
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your  prisoners.  I  wisli  tbey  were  safe  in  France.  You  will  then  have 
completed  the  glorious  work  of  giving  liberty  to  all  the  Americans  that 
have  so  long  languished  for  it  in  the  British  prisons,  for  there  are  not 
so  many  there  as  you  have  now  taken.  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform 
you  that  the  two  prizes  sent  to  Norway  are  safely  arrived  at  Bergen. 
With  the  highest  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — I  am  sorry  for  your  misunderstanding  with  M.  de  Chaumont, 
who  has  a  great  regard  for  you. 


Franklin  to  Landais.* 

Passy,  October  15,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  wriliug  me  the  4th 
instant,  with  an  abstract  of  your  journal.  I  thank  you  for  your  care  in 
sending  it  so  early,  and  I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your 
cruise.  But  1  am  sorry  to  find  there  are  charges  against  you  for  diso- 
bedience of  orders,  and  also  that  the  ministry  here  think  the  great  loss 
among  the  king's  suLjects,  viz,  the  French  volunteers  oti  boanl  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  was  owiug  to  your  not  coining  up  sooner  to  her 
assistance,  as  it  is  supposed  you  might  have  done.  M.  de  Sartine  has 
in  consequence  written  to  me  that  it  is  expected  I  should  cause  an  im- 
mediate inquiry  to  be  made  into  your  conduct.  A  court  martial  is  the 
regular  way,  if  you  choose  it ;  but  as  that  may  occasion  a  long  discussion, 
and  be  in  many  respects  at  this  time  inconvenient  to  the  service,  I  have 
(with  the  advice,  too,  of  your  friend  M.  de  Chaumont)  thought  it  betler 
to  give  you  an  opportunity  of  justifying  yourself  both  to  the  ministry 
and  to  me,  coming  directly  to  Paris,  which  I  do  hereby  accordingly  de- 
sire (or,  to  use  a  stronger  expression,  as  you  may  think  such  necessary 
to  justify  your  leaving  your  ship,  I  do  require)  that  you  render  yourself 
here  as  soon  as  possible.  I  need  not  advise  you  to  bring  with  you  such 
papers  and  testimonials  as  you  may  think  proper  for  your  justification, 
and  will  only  add  that  you  may  be  sure  of  finding  in  me  every  disposi- 
tion to  do  that  justice  to  your  character  which  it  shall  appear  to  merit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  John  Neufville  &  Son.t 

Passy,  October  15,  1779. 
Gentlemen:  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  writing  to 
me  the  7th  instant,  acquainting  me  wiih  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Jones 
at  Amsterdam,  for  which  I  am  obliged  to  you,  as  well  as  for  the  friendly 
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reception  aud  assistance  you  have  atlbrded  tliat  brave  officer.  I  sup- 
pose M.  De  Oliauniont,  who  is  your  correspondent  and  had  the  care  of 
equipping  that  squadron,  writes  to  you  on  tlie  subject  of  the  supi)Iies  it 
may  want.  I  hope  it  will  not,  througli  the  inlluence  of  the  English,  meet 
with  any  unfriendly  treatment  from  your  government,  America  will 
remember,  and  one  day  be  in  a  condition  to  return  with  gratitude,  the 
kindness  she  receives  from  other  nations  in  her  infant  state. 

Your  friend  Mr.  Dumas  being  here  at  the  time  in  correspondence  with 
you,  I  communicated  to  him  my  sentiments  on  your  proposition  con- 
cerning the  loan,  which  made  it  less  necessary  for  me  to  write  to  you,  as 
I  should  otherwise  have  done,  that  the  terms  were  such  as  I  could  not 
agree  to,  as  they  exceeded  my  orders  and  otherwise  impracticable,  and 
that  I  had  long  given  over  all  expectation  of  a  loan  from  Holland  while 
other  powers  gave  so  much  higher  interest. 
I  have,  etc. 


Franklin  to  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  Boston. 

Passy,  October  17,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing 
to  mo  the  30th  of  July  and  18th  of  August  last  by  the  Mercunj,  packet 
boat  and  by  a  French  cutter.  The  otiier  dispatchers  Captain  Samson  was 
iutiusted  with  came  all  safe  to  hand,  and  1  should  have  dispatched 
him  sooner  if  I  had  not  found  it  necessary  to  detain  him  in  order  to 
send  by  him  to  Congress  some  advices  of  importance  which  could  not 
be  sooner  obtained. 

The  cruise  of  our  little  American  squadron  under  Commodore  Jones, 
intended  partly  to  intercept  the  Baltic  trade,  has  had  some  success, 
though  not  all  that  was  hoped  for.  The  coasts  of  Britain  and  Ireland 
have  been  greatly  alarmed,  apprehending  descents,  it  being  supposed 
that  he  had  land  forces  with  him.  This  has  put  the  enemy  to  much  ex- 
pense in  marching  troops  from  ])lace  to  place.  Several  valuable  prizes 
have  been  made  of  merchant  shii)s,  particularly  two,  one  from  London, 
three  hundred  tons  and  eighty  lour  men,  with  twenty-two  guns,  laden 
with  naval  stores  for  Quebec;  the  other  from  Liverpool,  bound  to  New 
York  and  Jamaica,  of  twenty-two  guns,  and  eighty-seven  men,  laden 
with  provisions  and  bale  goods.  These  two  are  safely  arrived  at  Ber- 
gen, in  Norway;  two  smaller  prizes  are  arrived  in  France,  and  a  num- 
ber of  colliers  have  been  burnt  or  ransomed. 

The  Baltic  fleet  was  met  with,  and  the  two  men-ofv/ar  who  convoyed 
them,  viz,  The  Serains,  a  new  ship  of  forty-four  guns,  aud  the  Countess  of 
Scarborough,  of  twenty  guns,  are  taken,  after  a  long  and  bloody  engage- 
ment, au<l  are  brought  into  the  Texel.  But  the  merchant  ships  escaped 
during  the  conflict,  for  which  the  Alliance  and  one  of  the  other  ships  are 
blamed,  whether  justly  or  not  may  be  inquired  into.  Our  commodore's 
ship   was  so  shattered  that  she  could  not  be  kept  afloat,  aud  the  peo- 
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pie  being  all  taken  out  of  her,  she  sank  the  second  day  after  the  engage- 
ment. The  rest  of  the  squadron  are  retttting  in  the  Texel,  from  which 
uentral  place  they  will  be  obliged  soon  to  depart  with  their  prizes  and 
jirisoners  near — four  hundred,  I  wish  they  may  arrive  safe  in  France, 
for  I  suppose  the  English  will  endeavor  to  intercept  them.  Jones' 
bravery  and  conduct  in  the  action  have  gained  him  great  honor. 

I  condole  with  you  on  the  loss  of  your  armament  against  Penobscot; 
but  I  suppose  the  sugar  ships  since  taken  and  brought  into  your  port 
have  more  than  compensated  the  expense,  though  not  the  disappoint- 
ment, of  the  well- intended  expedition.  The  Congress  write  for  naval 
stores.  I  have  acquainted  them  that  I  have  lately  been  informed  that 
stores  for  fitting  out  two  thirty-six  gun  frigates,  which  we  brought  here 
and  seut  out  two  years  ago,  are  still  lying  in  the  warehouses  of  Mr. 
Carrabas,  at  Cape  Frauyois,  having  been  forgotten  there  or  never  sent 
for.  Perhaps  you  may  obtain  them.  The  Quebec  ship,  if  we  can  get 
her  safe  home,  will  afford  large  sui)ply. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  newspapers.     I  shall  direct  Mr. 
Schweighauser  to  send  you  an  account  of  the  advances  made  to  the 
ofQcers  of  the  AUiaiiee,  if  he  has  not  already  done  it. 
With  great  respect,  etc. 


J.  Adams  to  Lovell. 


Braintree,  October  17,  1779. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  What  shall  I  say  to  your  favors  of  the  27th  and  28th 
of  September,  which  came  by  the  last  post  ?  The  unanimity  of  my  elec- 
tion surprises  me,  as  much  as  the  delicacy,  importance,  aiul  danger  of 
the  trust  distress  me.  The  appointment  of  Mr.  Dana  to  be  secretary 
pleases  more  than  my  own  to  be  minister,  commissioner,  negotiator,  call 
it  what  you  will.  I  have  communicated  to  him  your  letters  in  confi- 
dence and  ar.  other  material  intelligence  I  had,  and  hope  he  will  not 
decline ;  but  you  know  the  peculiarities  of  his  situation,  and  if  he  should 
refuse,  1  hope  you  will  not  force  your  name  out  of  nomination  again.  I 
did  not  suppose  that  such  characters  would  be  willing  to  go  as  secre- 
taries, because  I  did  not  know  your  plan ;  otherwise  I  should  not  have 
mentioned  Mr.  Jennings  to  Mr.  Gerry  for  one  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Your 
mastery  of  the  language  and  your  indefatigability  would  make  you 
infinitely  useful  in  any  of  these  departments. 

I  rejoice  that  you  produced  my  letter  to  the  Count  de  Yergenues 
and  his  answer  before  the  choice,  because  it  contained  a  testimony  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Lee,  which  was  his  due.  I  am  very  much  affected  at  his 
recall,  because  I  know  his  merit,  and  therefore  I  am  glad  1  was  not 
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placed  in  his  stead,  lor  suspicions  would  have  arisen  and  reflections 
would  have  been  cast  upon  me  as  having  favored  his  removal  in  order 
to  make  room,  which  I  certainly  did  not.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to 
you  for  those  letters  and  for  that  received  post  before  last,  but  1  really 
tremble  for  your  health.  Let  nie  entreat  you,  for  the  sake  of  our  coun- 
try, to  take  care  of  it.  If  I  was  to  apply  myself  as  you  do,  I  should 
soon  go  to  study  politics  in  another  sphere.  Yet  I  am  so  selfish  as  to 
beg  the  continuance  of  your  favors  to  me,  and  I  pledge  myself  to  you  1 
will  not  be  in  debt  any  more  than  may  be  made  by  the  intrinsic  differ- 
ence in  the  value  of  the  letters,  which  will  be  nna voidable. 

I  thank  you  for  the  extract  from  Mr.  Izard's  letter.  I  am  not  a  little 
surprised  at  its  contents.  It  was  written,  I  see,  to  his  friend,  and  I  sup- 
pose intended  in  confidence.  I  am  fully  persuaded  he  did  not  intend 
that  the  whole  should  have  been  laid  before  Congress.  I  utterly  deny 
that  I  ever  used  to  him  any  such  language  as  the  indecent  paragraph 
that  closes  what  he  says  about  me.*  Indeed,  that  is  manifestly  his  own 
inference  and  in  his  own  words  from  what  he  says  he  had  heard  me 
say,  and  he  draws  the  same  from  what  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deanehad 
said  u[)OU  the  same  subject.  I  further  deny  that  I  ever  threatened  him 
with  the  displeasure  of  Congress  for  writing  his  opinion  concerning  these 
articles  to  Congress  or  for  suggesting  them  to  the  commissioners.  But 
to  enter  into  all  the  conversations  that  have  passed  between  Mr.  Izard 
and  me  respecting  those  articles  and  many  other  points,  in  order  to 
give  a  full  and  fair  representation  of  those  (conversations,  would  fill  a 
small  volume.  Yet  there  never  was  any  angry  or  rude  conversation 
between  him  and  me  that  I  can  recollect.  I  lived  with  him  on  good 
terras,  visited  him  and  he  me,  dined  with  his  family  and  his  family  with 
me,  and  I  ever  told  him,  and  repeated  it  often,  that  I  should  always  be 
obliged  to  him  for  his  advice,  opinions,  and  sentiments  upon  any  Ameri- 
can subject,  and  that  I  should  always  give  it  its  due  weight,  although 
I  did  not  think  myself  bound  to  follow^  it  any  further  than  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  just.  As  Congress  have  declined  giving  me  the  charges  against 
me  by  their  authority,  and  have  upon  the  whole  acquitted  me  with  so 
much  sjilendor,  it  would  look  like  a  littleness  of  soul  in  me  to  make 
myself  anxious,  or  give  them  any  further  trouble  about  it.  And  as  I 
have  in  general  so  good  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Izard's  attachment  to  his 
country  and  of  his  honor,  I  shall  not  think  myself  bound  to  take  any 
further  notice  of  this  fruit  of  his  inexperience  in  public  life,  this  peevish 
ebullition  of  the  rashness  of  his  temper.  I  have  written  a  few  other 
observations  to  Mr.  Gerry  on  the  same  subject.  You  and  he  will  com- 
pare these  with  them  for  your  private  satisfaction,  but  be  sure  that  they 
are  not  exposed  where  they  will  do  harm  to  the  public,  to  Mr.  Izard, 
or  me  unnecessarily. 

If  I  should  go  abroad,  can  not  you  lend  me  twenty  or  thirty  complete 


See,  as  to  Izard's,  lutroductiou,  ^^SiS  149,  177. 


OCTOBER    17,   1779.  383 

sets  of  the  jounials  ?     They  are  much  wanted  in  Europe.     A  set  of  them 
is  a  genteel  present,  and  perhaps  would  do  me  and  the  public  more 
service  than  you  are  aware  of.     If  Congress  or  some  committee  would 
order  it,  1  should  be  very  glad. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Adams  to  Luzerne.* 

Braintree,  October  17,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  your  letter  from  Phihidelphia  of  the  29th 
of  September,  and  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  kind  congrat- 
ulations on  the  honor  which  has  been  done  me  in  my  election  to  an 
important  negotiation  in  Europe.  The  sentiments  your  excellency  is 
pleased  to  ex[)reKS  of  my  character  and  of  the  good  opinion  of  my  own 
countrymen  in  general  are  exceedingly  flattering  to  me. 

There  is  no  character  in  which  I  could  act  with  so  much  pleasure  as 
in  that  of  a  peacemaker.  But  alas,  sir,  when  I  reflect  upon  the  impor- 
tance, the  delicacy,  intricacy,  and  danger  of  the  service,  I  feel  a  great 
deal  of  diffidence  in  myself.  Yet  when  \  consider  the  remarkable  una- 
nimity with  which  I  was  chosen,  after  Congress  had  been  so  long  dis- 
tressed with  the  appearance  of  their  foreign  affairs  and  so  divided  in 
sentiment  about  most  other  characters,  I  am  penetrated  with  a  sense  of 
the  honor  done  to  me,  more  than  1  can  express. 

Your  excellency  may  be  assured  that,  wherever  I  go,  I  shall  carry 
with  me  the  highest  opinion  of  the  wisdom,  the  equity,  and  policy  of  the 
present  minister  from  France,  and  the  fullest  persuasion  that  his  nego- 
tiations will  be  reciprocally  advantageous  to  the  allies,  and  incessantly 
tending  to  strengthen  the  ties  of  interest  and  good-will  that  at  present 
unite  them. 

Your  excellency  will  be  ])leased  to  accept  of  my  thanks  for  the  favor 
of  a  passage  in  the  frigate  the  Sensible.  I  have  not  yet  received  from 
Congress  any  dispatches.  As  soon  as  they  arrive  I  shall  immediately 
wait  on  Captain  Chavagnes,  and  the  frigate  shall  not  be  unnecessarily 
detained  on  my  account.  I  will  either  embark  immediately  or  inform 
the  captain  that  I  can  not  have  the  pleasure  to  go  with  him. 

I  must  also  request  of  your  excellency  to  present  my  respectful  com- 
pliments and  thanks  to  M.Gerard  for  so  obligingly  joining  his  instances 
with  yours  to  the  captain  of  the  frigate  for  my  passage  in  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  siucerest  attachment,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Franklin  to  James  Lovell.* 

Passy,  Octoher  17,  1779. 

Sir  :  Tbe  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  my  last.  I  have  now  before  me  your 
several  favors  therein  mentioned,  viz,  of  June  13,  July  9  and  16,  and 
August  G.  I  received  tbe  journals  of  Congress  from  January  1  to 
June  12,  vvbich  you  took  care  to  send  me,  but  tbe  volumes  one  and 
two  wbicb  you  mention,  are  not  yet  come  to  band.  I  bear  they  are 
at  Madrid.  I  know  not  bow  tbey  came  tbere,  nor  well  bow  to  get  tbem 
from  tbeuce.     Perhaps  you  can  easier  send  me  another  set. 

As  I  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the  (Jhevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  by  whom  I 
wrote  a  long  letter  to  your  committee,  I  presume  you  have  received  it, 
and  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  send  more  copies.  By  this  oi)portunity 
1  write  largely  to  tbe  President.  You  ask,  ''  Will  no  one  under  a  com- 
mission from  the  United  States,"  etc.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  1  gave  to  Commodore  Jones  when  it  was  intended  to 
send  with  him  some  transports  and  troops  to  make  descents  in  Eng- 
land. Had  not  tbe  scheme  been  altered  by  a  general  one  of  a  grand 
invasion  I  know  he  would  have  endeavored  to  put  some  considerable 
towns  to  a  high  ransom  or  have  burnt  them.  He  sailed  without  the 
troops,  but  be  nevertheless  would  have  attempted  Leith,  and  went  into 
tbe  Firth  of  Edinburgh  with  that  intention,  but  a  sudden  bard  gale  of 
wind  forced  him  out  again.  Tbe  late  provocations,  by  the  burning  of 
Fairfield  and  other  towns,  added  to  the  preceding,  have  at  length  de- 
molished all  my  moderation,  and  were  such  another  expedition  to  be 
concerted  I  think  so  much  of  that  disposition  would  not  appear  in  the 
instructions.  But  I  see  so  many  inconveniences  in  mixing  the  two 
nations  together  that  1  can  not  encourage  any  further  proposal  of  the 
kind.  This  has  ended  better  than  I  expected,  and  yet  a  mortal  differ- 
ence has  arisen  between  Captains  Jones  and  Landais  that  makes  me 
very  uneasy  about  the  consequences.  I  send  you  the  journal  of  tbe 
cruise. 

I  am  glad  to  understand  that  Congress  will  appoint  some  person  here 
to  audit  our  accounts.  Mine  will  give  but  little  trouble,  and  I  wish 
much  to  have  them  settled  ;  and  for  the  future  I  hope  1  shall  have 
none  to  settle  but  what  relate  to  my  expenses. 

The  quarrel  you  mention  between  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Lee  I  have 
never  meddled  with,  and  have  no  intention  to  take  any  part  in  it 
whatever.  I  had,  and  have  still,  a  very  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Deane  for 
his  zeal  and  activity  in  the  service  of  bis  country ;  I  also  thought  him 
a  man  of  integrity.  But  if  he  has  embezzled  public  money,  or  traded 
with  it  on  his  private  account,  or  employed  it  in  stockjobbing,  all  of 
which  I  understand  be  is  charged  w  ith,  I  give  him  up.  As  yet  I  think 
him  innocent.  But  he  and  his  accusers  are  able  to  plead  their  own 
causes,  and  time  will  show  what  we  ought  to  think  of  them. 
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I  send  yoii  witU  this-  a  pieco  written  by  a  learned  friend  of  mine  on 
the  taxation  of  free  states,  which  I  iuiagiue  may  give  yon  some  ]»leas- 
ure;  also  a  late  royal  edict  for  abolishing  the  remains  of  slavery 
iu  this  kingdom.  Who  Nvould  have  thonght  a  few  years  since  that  we 
shonld  live  to  see  a  king-  of  France  giving  freedom  to  slaves,  while  a 
king  of  England  is  endeavoring  to  make  slaves  of  freemen  ? 

There  is  much  talk  all  over  Europe  of  an  approaching  peace  by  the 
mediation  of  Russia  and  Holland.  I  have  no  information  of  it  to  be  de- 
pended on,  and  believe  we  ought  to  lay  our  account  on  another  cam- 
paign, for  which  I  hope  you  will  receive  in  time  the  supplies  demanded. 
Nothing  is  wanting  on  my  part  to  forward  them,  and  I  have  the  satis- 
faction to  assure  you  that  I  do  not  tiud  the  regard  of  this  court  for  the 
Congress  and  its  servants  in  any  respect  diminished.  We  have  just 
heard  from  Norway  that  two  of  the  most  valuable  prizes  taken  by  the 
Alliance,  Captain  Landais,  in  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Jones,  are 
safe  arrived  at  Bergen,  viz,  the  ship  from  London  to  Quebec,  laden  with 
naval  stores,  and  that  from  Liverpool  to  New  York  and  Jamaica. 
They  were  letters  of  marque,  of  twenty-two  guns  and  eighty -four  men 
each.  I  wish  we  may  get  them  safe  to  America.  The  squadron  itself 
is  got  into  Holland  with  the  two  prize  men-of-war,  where  they  are  all 
refitting.  Great  damage  has  been  done  to  the  English  coal  trade,  and 
four  hundred  prisoners  have  been  taken,  which  will  more  than  redeem 
the  rest  of  our  people  from  their  captivity  in  England  if  we  can  get 
them  safe  from  Holland  to  France ;  but  I  suppose  the  English  will  en- 
deavor to  interce[»t  us  and  recover  their  sliips,  if  possible. 

With  great  esteem  for  yourself  and  the  committee,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be.  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  Huntington,  President  of  Congress." 

BuAiNTKEE,  October  19,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  had  in  Paris  an  opportunity  of  procuring  information  concern- 
ing the  British  whale  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  which  it  is  proper 
to  communicate  to  Congress,  that  if  any  advantage  can  be  made  of  it 
the  opx)ortunity  may  not  be  lost. 

The  last  year  and  the  year  before  the  English  carried  on  this  fishery 
to  a  very  great  advantage  off  the  Kiver  Plate,  in  South  America,  in  the 
latitude  of  thirty-five  degrees  south  and  from  thence  to  forty  degrees, 
just  on  the  edge  of  soundings,  off  and  on,  as  the  sailors  express  it,  and 
about  longitude  sixty-five  degrees  from  London.  They  had  about  sev- 
enteen vessels  in  this  fishery,  which  all  sailed  from  London  iu  the 
months  of  September  and  October ;  all  the  officers  and  men  Americans 
from  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod,  two  or  three  from  Rhode  Island,  and  one 
from  Long  Island.    Four  or  five  of  these  vessels  went  to  Greenland, 
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to  which  place  they  sail  yearly  the  last  of  February  or  the  beginning 
of  March. 

The  year  before  last  there  was  published  in  the  English  newspapers 
a  letter  from  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  Dennis  de  Bredt,  in  Coleman 
street,  informing  him  that  a  convoy  should  be  appointed  to  the  Brazil 
fleet ;  but  this  I  had  certain  information  was  a  forgery,  calculated 
merely  to  deceive  American  privateers,  and  no  convoy  actually  went  or 
was  appointed  either  last  year  or  the  year  before,  although  the  impos- 
ture was  repeated  both  times,  and  will  no  doubt  be  renewed  this. 

For  the  capture  or  destruction  of  a  fishery  so  wholly  defenseless,  not 
one  of  the  vessels  having  any  arms,  a  single  frigate,  or  indeed  a  pri- 
vateer of  four  and  twenty  guns,  would  be  sufficient.  The  beginning 
of  December  would  be  the  best  time  to  proceed  from  Boston  or  Phila- 
delphia, because  the  frigate  would  then  find  the  whaling  vessels  nearly 
loaded.  The  cargoes  of  bone  and  oil  are  very  valuable,  and  at  least 
four  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  best  kind  of  seamen  would  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  English  and  might  be  gained  into  the  American 
service.  Most  of  the  officers  and  men  wish  well  to  this  country,  and 
would  gladly  be  in  its  service  if  they  could  be  delivered  from  that  they 
are  engaged  in.  Whenever  the  English  men-of-war  or  privateers  have 
taken  an  American  vessel  they  have  given  to  all  the  whalemen  found 
among  the  crew,  by  order  of  government,  their  choice,  either  to  go  on 
board  a  man-of-war  and  fight  against  their  country,  or  into  the  whale 
fishery.  Such  numbers  have  chosen  the  latter  as  have  made  the  crews 
of  seventeen  vessels. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this,  that  if  so  profitable  a 
branch  of  commerce  and  so  valuable  a  nursery  of  seamen  can  be  taken 
from  the  English  it  may  done.  I  prevailed  with  my  colleagues  last 
year  to  represent  these  facts  to  his  excellency  M.  de  Sartine,  but  it  ap- 
pears that  his  majesty's  service  would  not  admit  of  any  enterprise  from 
France  in  consequence  of  it.  Since  my  return  I  have  represented  them 
to  the  council  of  this  state,  but  whether  any  thing  can  be  done  by  them 
after  the  disaster  at  Penobscot  I  doubt.  If  Congress  should  not  deem 
it  consistent  with  the  public  service  to  send  a  frigate  upon  this  service, 
nothing  will  be  lost  but  the  trouble  of  this  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  ;\  our  excellency  on  your  advance- 
ment to  the  chair,  and  to  subscribe  mj^self,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  October  19,  1 779. 
I  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to 
me  the  14th  instant  relating  to  the  claim  of  Franyois  Vermeille  to  be 
paid  wages  and  prize  money  due  to  him  from  Captain  Cunningham, 
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commaiKler  of  the  Revemje  privateer.  I  find  o!i  iiuiuiry  that  the  said 
Venueille  and  several  other  French  sailors  who  said  tliey  had  belonj^'ed 
to  that  vessel,  having  been  a  long  time  imprisoned  in  England,  were  ex- 
changed by  the  last  cartel. 

When  they  passed  through  this  place  on  their  return  to  Dunkirk  I 
gave  them  some  money  to  help  them  on  their  journey,  and  advised  them 
to  apply  to  Mr.  Coffin,  our  present  agent  there,  \vho  I  supposed  could 
inform  them  who  it  was  that  did  the  business  of  equipping  Captain 
Cunningham,  and  must  therefore  know  what  men  were  shipped,  on  what 
terms,  what  they  had  received  in  advance,  and  what  prizes  were  taken 
(of  all  which  I  was  totally  ignorant),  and  by  that  means  ascertain  their 
claims,  in  which  I  desired  Mr.  Coffin  to  assist  them,  so  that  I  might 
take  the  i)roi)er  means  of  obtaining  for  them  what  is  their  due.  Mr. 
Coffin  wrote  me  a  letter  in  answer  to  my  request,  of  which  I  enclose  a 
copy.  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Hodge,  who  were  concerned  in  that  enter- 
l)rise,  are  neither  of  them  at  present  in  France,  but  Mr.  Deane  is  soon 
expected  here.  Captain  Conyngham  is  now^  a  prisoner  in  England,  but 
I  hope  will  soon  be  exchanged  and  appear  here,  ifothing  is  more  just 
than  that  these  men  should  be  paid  what  is  really  due  to  them;  but 
as  1  had  no  concern  in  the  affair  and  never  saw  any  account  of  the 
prizes  taken  and  know  nothing  of  the  agreement  made  with  the  sailors, 
it  is  imi)Ossible  for  me  to  adjust  their  claims.  All  I  can  do  is  to  com- 
municate them  to  the  proper  persons  and  solicit,  which  I  shall  do  warmly, 
that  justice  be  done. 

With  great  resi)ect,  etc.. 


Huntington,  President  of  Congress,  to  John  Adams.* 

PHiLADELrniA,  October  20,  1779. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  herewith  enclosed  two  com- 
missions, wherein  you  are  authorized  and  appointed  minister  idenipo- 
tentiary  from  these  United  States  to  negotiate  treaties  of  peace  and 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  accompanied  with  instructions  in  each 
case  for  your  government  in  the  execution  of  those  several  commissions. 
For  your  further  information  and  benefit  are  enclosed  copies  of  the 
instructions  to  the  honorable  Benjamin  Franklin  and  John  Jay,  esq., 
our  ministers  plenipotentiary  at  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid. 

Also  two  acts  of  Congress  of  the  4th  and  15th  instant,  ascertaining 
your  salary  and  making  provision  for  your  subsistence  on  your  arrival 
in  France. 

The  nature  and  importance  of  the  trust  committed  to  your  charge 
will,  I  persuade  myself,  engage  your  immediate  attention,  and  induce 
you  to  undertake  the  service  and  embark  for  France  without  loss  of 
time. 
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Wishing  joii  ii  prosperous  voyage  and  success  in  your  embassy,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  witli  seutimeuts  of  the  highest  esteem  and  regard, 
your  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Huntington, 

President. 

P.  S. — The  Hon.  Francis  Dana,  esq.,  is  appointed  your  secretary. 


Franklin  to  Austin." 

Tassy,  October  20,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  several  favors  of  June  10,  July  12,  and  27. 
It  gave  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  in  your  native  country, 
and  I  am  obliged  to  you  tor  the  intelligence  your  letters  contain,  which 
I  hope  you  will  continue,  and  for  the  newspapers.  This  campaign  iu 
Europe  has  not  been  so  active  as  was  expected,  owing  to  contrarj'^ 
winds  and  other  accidents,  which  a  long  time  prevented  the  junction 
of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets,  and  afterward  the  meeting  with  that 
of  the  English.  But  something  may  yet  be  done  before  winter.  The 
American  flag  has,  however,  disturbed  the  British  coasts,  interrupted 
their  home  trade  a  good  deal,  and  alarmed  them  with  apprehensions 
of  descents  in  diti'ereut  places.  Our  little  squadron,  under  Commodore 
Jones,  has  also  lately  taken  two  of  their  men-of-war  and  brought  them 
into  Holland  with  near  lour  hundred  prisoners,  which  will  be  a  means 
I  hope  of  delivering  the  rest  of  our  countiymen  who  are  confined  iu 
English  ijrisons.  Here  is  nothing  worth  your  acceptance  that  can  be 
l>roposed  to  you.  I  wish  you  success  in  any  business  you  may  under- 
take, 

Being  with  nuich  regard,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

My  grandson  presents  his  respects. 


J.  Adams  to  Huntington,  President  of  Congress,  t 

Braintree,  October  20,  1779. 
Sir  :  M.  Schweighauser,  of  Nantes,  who  is  a  native  of  Switzerland, 
observing  me  as  1  was  one  day  at  his  house  looking  with  some  atten- 
tion upon  a  stamp  of  the  heroic  deed  of  William  Tell,  asked  me  to 
take  a  few  of  them  to  America  as  a  present  from  him,  which  I  agreed 
to  do  with  pleasure.  He  accordingly  sent  on  board  the  frigate  a  box, 
containing,  as  he  told  me,  one  stamp  for  each  State,  neatly  framed  and 
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glazed,  which  he  desired  me  to  present  to  Congress  as  a  small  token 
of  his  respect.  The  bos  has  never  been  opened,  but  I  hope  the  pictures 
are  safe;  aud  with  permission  of  Congress  I  will  deliver  it  to  the  navy 
board  in  Boston,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the  delegates  from  the 
several  States,  or  to  their  order. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  President  of  Congress.* 

Bratntree,  October  21,  1779. 

Sir  :  So  many  advantages  miglit  be  derived  to  the  United  States  in 
the  conduct  of  the  war,  in  furnishing  the  array  and  navy,  in  augmenting 
the  value  or  at  least  in  preventing  the  furthur  depreciation  of  their  cur- 
rency, in  lowering  the  prices  of  goods,  in  supplying  the  wants  of  the 
people,  and  in  preventing  murmurs  and  discontents,  that  I  have  ever 
thought  it  of  very  great  importance,  in  some  way  or  otlier,  to  procure 
convoys  to  their  trade  to  and  from  the  West  India  Islands  and  Europe. 

France  and  Spain  have  such  adv^antages  of  England  in  carrying  on 
the  war  in  the  American  seas,  aud  would  receive  such  assistance  from 
our  commerce,  privateers,  and  growing  navy,  that  I  have  ever  thought 
it  a  main  principle  of  their  policy  to  maintain  a  constant  and  decided 
superiority  of  naval  power  in  the  West  Indies  and  upon  the  coasts  of 
this  continent.  I  would  therefore,  with  due  deference  to  the  superior 
wisdom  of  Congress,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  their  consideration  whether 
it  would  not  be  expedient  for  them,  either  by  a  direct  representation 
from  themselves  to  the  French  and  Spanish  courts,  or  by  instructions 
to  their  plenipotentiary  ministers,  to  convince  those  courts  that  their 
true  interest  lies  in  adopting  this  plan.  It  is  certainlj^  their  interest, 
reasoning  upon  French  and  Spanish  principles  simply,  to  conduct  this 
war  in  such  a  manner  as  has  a  tendency  in  the  shortest  time  and  with 
the  least  expense  to  diminish  the  power  of  their  enemies  aud  increase 
their  own.  Now  I  would  submit  it  to  Congress  whether  it  may  not  be 
easily  demonstrated  that  these  ends  may  be  obtained  the  most  easily 
in  this  way.  A  representation  from  Congress,  either  directly  or  by 
instructions  to  their  ministers,  showing  what  assistance  in  provisions, 
artists,  materials,  vessels  of  war,  privateers,  land  armies,  or  in  any  other 
way,  France  and  Spain  might  depend  upon  receiving  from  these  States, 
either  for  money  or  as  the  exertions  of  anally,  would  have  great  weight. 

Much  has  already  been  said  to  the  French  ministry  upon  these  sub- 
jects, and  not  wholly  without  effect;  yet  much  more  may  be  said  to 
greater  advantage  and  perhaps  to  better  purpose,  for  they  are  extremely 
well  disposed  to  do  what  can  be  made  to  appear  to  them  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  common  cause. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  some  papers  on  this  subject.     One  is  a 
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letter  from  the  commissioners  to  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Yergennes, 
which  he  received  the  beginning  of  January  last;  *  the  other  is  a  letter 
from  me  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  t  in  February,  with  his  answer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. { 

Paris,  October  21,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  It  may  be  material  for  Congress  to  know  that  all  dis- 
position in  the  court  of  England  towards  peace  seems  at  present  to  be 
removed.  The  appointment  of  Lord  Bute's  sou  upon  an  extraordinary 
embassy  some  time  since  to  the  court  of  Turin,  announced  a  desire  in 
the  English  cabinet  to  engage  mediators,  and  the  late  ambassador  from 
Spain  to  the  court  of  London  had  taken  up  his  residence  here,  appar- 
ently to  embrace  the  more  readily  the  opportunity  of  negotiating  whi(!h 
that  mediator  might  offer.  But  the  embassy  of  Lord  Mountstewart  is 
talked  of  no  more,  and  Count  d'Almadovar  has  within  these  few  days 
quitted  this  place  entirely  and  returned  to  Madrid. 

It  is  no  new  alliance,  as  far  as  is  known,  that  has  inspired  this  conti- 
dence  and  hardiness  into  the  British  ministry.  Probably  they  Hatter 
themselves  that,  as  this  campaign  has  passed  away  without  their  suffer- 
ing much  from  the  great  superiority  of  the  combined  fleet  and  the  land 
armaments  prepared  against  them,  they  will  continue  to  be  equally  for- 
tunate. I  compute  that,  Mith  the  supplies  for  the  next  cani])aign,  their 
debt  must  amount  fully  to  200,000,000. 

The  siege  of  Gibraltar  goes  on  in  form  both  by  sea  and  land,  nor  does 
there  seem  any  probability  of  their  saving  that  important  place. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


■    Franklin  to  the  Commercial  Committee  of  Congress,  ij^ 

Passy,  October  21,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  I  received  the  honor  of  yours,  dated  the  21st  July,  con- 
taining an  extract  from  Mr.  Pollock's  letter  to  you,  in  which  he  mentions 
his  drafts  on  Mr.  Delap  for  10,897  dollars  and  his  expectation  that  in  case 
of  any  difficulty  I  will  see  those  bills  paid.  1  should  certainly  do  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  su])port  the  credit  of  the  States  and  every  person 
acting  under  their  authority  ;  but  I  have  been  so  exhausted  by  great  and 

*  See  the  Correspondouce  of  the  Coimiiis.sioner.s  in  France,  vol.  1,  p.  ;56fi. 
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unexpected  drafts  and  expenses  that  I  am  glad  ihose  bills  have  never 
been  proposed  to  me,  as  I  could  not  Lave  taken  upon  myself  to  pay 
tbem,  and  I  beg  tbat  you  would  not  in  future  have  any  dependence  of 
that  kind  upon  me  without  knowing  beforehand  from  me  that  1  shall 
be  able  to  pay  what  is  desired.  I  hope  yon  will  excuse  my  giving  this 
caution,  which  is  forced  from  me  by  the  distress  and  anxiety  such  occa- 
sional and  unforeseen  demands  have  occasioned  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  a  Friend  in  America. 


Passy,  October  25,  1779. 

T  received  your  kind  letter  of  February  14,  the  contents  of  which 
gave  me  a  kind  of  melancholy  satisfaction.  The  greater  ease  you  will 
now  enjoy  makes  some  compensation  in  my  mind  for  the  uncomfortable 
circumstance  that  brought  it  about.  I  hope  you  will  have  no  more 
affliction  of  that  kind,  and  that  after  so  long  and  stormy  a  day  your 
evening  may  be  serene  and  pleasant.  The  account  you  have  had  of  the 
vogue  I  am  in  here  has  some  truth  in  it.  Perhaps  few  strangers  in 
France  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  so  universally  popular  ;  but 
the  story  you  allude  to,  mentioning  "  mechanic  rust,"  is  totally  without 
foundation.  But  one  is  not  to  expect  being  always  in  fashion.  I  hope, 
however,  to  preserve,  while  I  stay,  the  regard  yon  mention  of  the  French 
ladies;  for  their  society  and  conversation,  when  I  have  time  to  enjoy 
them,  are  extremely  agreeable. 

The  enemj  have  been  very  near  you  indeed.  When  only  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  you  must  have  been  much  alarmed.  We  have  given 
them  a  little  taste  of  this  disturbance  upon  their  own  coasts  this  sum- 
mer; and,  though  we  have  burnt  none  of  their  towns,  we  have  oc- 
casioned a  good  deal  of  terror  and  bustle  in  many  of  them,  as  they 
imagined  our  Commodore  Jones  had  four  thousand  troops  with  him 
for  descents. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  my  dear  sister  continued  in  good  health  and 
good  spirits,  and  that  she  had  learnt  not  to  be  afraid  of  her  friend, 
fresh  air. 

With  the  tenderest  affection,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


8  Sparks'  Fraukliu,  401 ;  6  Bigelow'a  Franklin,  470. 
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J.  Adams  to  Henry  Laurens.* 

Braintree,  October  25,  1779. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  4th  of  this  month  gave  me  great 
pleasure,  but  1  am  afraid  that  you  and  some  others  of  ray  friends  felt 
more  for  me  in  the  awkward  situation  you  mention  than  I  did  for  my- 
self, though  I  can  not  say  that  I  was  wholly  insensible.  I  could  com- 
pare it  to  nothing  but  Shakspeare's  idea  of  Ariel,  wedged  in  the  middle 
of  a  rifted  oak,  for  I  was  sufficiently  sensible  that  it  was  owing  to  an 
unhappy  division  iu  Congress  ;  and  pains  enough  were  taken  to  inform 
me  that  one  side  were  for  sending  me  to  Spaiu  and  the  other  to  Holland, 
so  that  I  was  flattered  to  find  that  neither  side  had  any  decisive  objec- 
tion against  trusting  me,  and  that  the  apparent  question  was  only 
where. 

That  I  was  sent  without  the  least  solicitation  of  mine,  directly  or 
indirectly,  is  certainly  true  ;  and  I  had  such  formidable  ideas  of  the  sea 
and  of  British  men-of-war,  such  diffidence  in  my  own  qualifications  to 
do  service  in  that  way,  and  such  uncertainty  of  the  reception  I  should 
meet,  that  I  had  little  inclination  to  adventure.  That  1  went  against 
my  interest  is  most  undoubtedly  so,  for  I  never  yet  served  the  public 
without  losing  by  it.  I  was  not,  however,  as  you  suppose,  kept  unem- 
ployed. I  had  business  enough  to  do,  as  I  could  easily  convince  you. 
There  is  a  great  field  of  business  there,  and  I  could  easily  show  you 
that  I  did  my  share  of  it.  There  is  so  much  to  do  and  so  much  diffi- 
culty to  do  it  well,  that  I  am  rejoiced  to  fiud  a  gentleman  of  such  abili- 
ties, principles,  and  activity  as  Colonel  Laurens  undoubtedly  is,  without 
a  compliment,  appointed  to  assist  in  it.t  I  most  sincerely  hope  for  his 
friendship  and  an  entire  harmony  with  him,  for  which  reason  I  should 
be  very  happy  in  his  company  in  the  passage,  or  in  an  interview  with 
him  as  soon  as  possible  iu  Europe.  He  will  be  in  a  delicate  situation, 
but  not  so  much  so  as  I  v/as;  and  plain  sense,  honest  intentions,  and 
common  civility  will,  I  think,  be  sufficient  to  secure  him  and  do  much 
good. 

Your  kind  compliments  on  my  safe  return  and  most  honorable  re-elec- 
tion are  very  obliging.  1  have  received  no  commission,  nor  instructions, 
nor  any  particular  information  of  the  plan;  but  from  the  advice  and 
information  from  you  and  several  other  of  my  friends  at  Philadelphia 
and  here,  I  shall  make  no  hesitation  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  the 
delicacy  and  danger  of  this  commission,  I  suppose  I  shall  accept  it 
without  delay,  and  trust  events  to  Heaven,  as  I  have  been  long  used 
to  do. 

The  convulsions  at  Philadelphia  are  very  aft'ecting  and  alarming,  but 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  605. 

t  This  alludes  to  the  appointmout  of  Colonel  John  Laurens  to  ho  secretary  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  iu  France  (Secret  journals,  vol.  2,  p.  261).  It  does  not  appear 
that  Colonel  Laurens  accepted  the  appointment.  Ho  was  the  son  of  Henry  Laurens, 
to  whom  this  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  is  addressed.— -Sparks. 
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not  entirely  unexpected  to  me.  Tlio  state  of  i)arties  and  tlie  nature  of 
their  government  have  a  long  time  given  me  disagreeable  apprehen- 
sions. But  I  hope  they  will  find  some  remedy.  Methods  will  be  found 
to  feed  the  army,  but  I  know  of  none  to  clothe  it  without  convoys  to 
trade,  which  Congress,  I  think,  will  do  well  to  undertake,  and  persuade 
France  and  Spain  to  undertake  as  soon  as  possible.  Your  packets  for 
your  friends  in  l^jurope  will  give  me  pleasure,  and  shall  be  forwarded 
with  care  and  dispatch. 

With  great  truth  and  regard,  I  am,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Carmichael  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Off  Eeedy  Island,  October  25,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  received  at  Chester  the  copies  of  the  resolves  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  enclose  me,  and  shall  i^unctually  comply  with  your  request,  by 
forwarding  them,  as  soon  as  I  arrive,  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Johnson. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  business  with  respect  to  the  latter  is  left  in  its  pres- 
ent state,  because  there  are  very  few  men  who  neglect  a  certain  and 
profitable  occupation  to  engige  in  another,  where  they  are  sure  of 
offending,  without  an  equal  certainty  of  an  adequate  reward  for  their 
trouble  and  imi)artiality. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  wishes,  though  I  must  can- 
didly own  they  would  be  still  more  agreeable  accompanied  by  a  ship  of 
the  line,  for  we  are  informed  that  the  BoehucJ:  and  Romulns  are  waiting 
to  intercept  us,  and  were  they  animated  would,  like  the  Death  and 
Sin  of  Milton,  "bless  their  lucky  Mars  destined  to  that  good  hour."  I  beg 
you  to  make  the  proper  compliments  for  me  to  the  gentlemen  of  your 
family.  [How  strangely  am  I  rusticated  on  the  wing  to  the  regions  of 
politesse,  and  yet  forget  to  mention  the  ladies.  This  you  will  natur- 
ally do  for  me,  or  palliate  this  sin  of  omission,  with  many  others  of, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant.]  t 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmichael. 


Franklin  to  Le  Brun.t 

Passy,  October  25, 1779. 
Sir:  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  has  not  been  recalled,  the  States  in  Congress 
being  equally  divided  on  the  question  ;  but  he  has  mentioned  to  me  his 
intention  of  returning  immediately  to  America,  as  no  certain  provision 
has  been  made  for  his  support  in  Spain. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  15,  with  verbal  corrections  and 
omissions. 

t  Passage  in  hrackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
X  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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Captain  Couyingbam  was  sent  to  England  in  irons,  to  be  tried  for 
his  life  as  a  pirate.  The  Congress  ordered  some  English  prisoners  of 
equal  rank  to  he  put  in  irons,  by  way  of  reprisal,  to  abide  his  fate. 
Since  his  arrival  in  England  his  irons  have  been  taken  off  and  he  is 
treated  as  the  other  prisoners,  and  will  probably  soon  be  exchanged. 
Here  are  a  number  of  Frenchmen  that  had  served  with  him,  and  being 
put  on  board  one  of  his  prizes  tifterwards  carried  into  England,  were 
kept  prisoners  there  till  lately,  when  he  exchanged  them.  They  demand 
their  wages  and  a  share  of  his  prizes.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  Messrs.  de 
Lagraner  for  any  information  they  may  be  jileased  to  send  me.  What 
has  been  done  with  the  produce  of  these  prizes  sold  in  Spain. 
With  great  respect,  etc. 


Instructions  to  Henry  Laurens.* 

In  Congress,  October  26,  1779. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  in- 
structions to  the  i^erson  appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland ; 
wherenjion 

Resolved,  That  he  be  instructed  to  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  millions  of  dollars  at  the  lowest  rate  possible,  not  exceeding  six 
per  cent,  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  empowered  to  employ,  on  the  best  terms  in  his 
power,  some  i^roper  mercantile  or  banking  house  in  the  city  of  Amster- 
dam, or  elsewhere,  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries  to 
assist  in  the  procuring  of  loans,  to  receive  and  pay  the  money  borrowed, 
to  keep  the  accounts,  and  to  pay  the  interest. 

That  he  be  also  empowered  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United  States, 
by  executing  such  securities  or  obligations  for  the  payment  of  the 
money  as  he  may  think  proper;  and  also  that  the  interest  shall  not  be 
reduced  nor  the  principal  paid,  during  the  term  for  wliich  the  same 
shall  have  been  borrowed,  without  the  consent  of  the  lenders  or  their 
representatives. 

That  he  be  directed  to  give  notice  to  Congress  of  any  loan  made  by 
him  or  under  his  authority,  and  to  direct  the  house  by  him  employed 
to  accept  and  pay  the  bills  of  exchange  which  may  be  drawn  under  the 
authority  of  Congress,  t 

*  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  709. 

t  For  .an  nccount  of  the  appointment  of  Henry  Laurens  to  "  negotiate  a  foreign 
loau,"  ami  also  as  a  "commissioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,"  see  the  secret  journals  of  Congress, 
vol.  2,  pp.  283,  2b5,  290,  314,  320. 
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Franklin  to  Cooper.* 

Passy,  October  27,  1779. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  you.  The  intelligence  jou  were  used  to  favor  me  with  was  often 
useful  to  our  affairs.  I  hope  I  liave  not  lost  your  friendship  together 
with  your  correspondence.  Our  excellent  Mr.  Winthrop  I  see  is  gone. 
He  was  one  of  those  old  friends  for  the  sake  of  whose  society  I  wished 
to  return  and  spend  the  small  remnant  of  my  days  in  New  England.  A 
few  more  such  deaths  will  make  mo  a  stranger  in  my  own  country. 
The  loss  of  friends  is  the  tax  a  man  pays  for  living  long  himself.  I  find 
it  a  heavy  one. 

You  will  see  by  the  newspapers  that  .we  have  given  some  disturbance 
to  the  British  coasts  this  year.  One  little  privateer  out  of  Dunkirk, 
the  Black  Prince^  with  a  Congress  commission  and  a  few  Americans, 
mixed  with  the  Irish  and  English  smugglers,  went  round  their  islands 
and  took  thirty-seven  prizes  in  less  than  three  months.  The  little 
squadron  of  Commodore  Jones,  under  the  same  commission  and  colors, 
has  alarmed  those  coasts  exceedingly,  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  inter- 
nal expense,  done  great  damage  to  their  trade,  and  taken  two  frigates, 
with  four  hundred  prisoners.  He  is  now  with  his  principal  prizes  in 
Holland,  where  he  is  pretty  well  received,  but  must  quit  that  neutral 
country  as  soon  as  his  damages  are  repaired.  The  English  watch  with 
a  superior  force  his  coming  out;  but  we  hope  he  will  manage  so  as  to 
escape  their  vigilance.  Few  actions  at  sea  have  demonstrated  such 
steady,  cool,  determined  bravery  as  that  of  Jones  in  taking  the  Serapis. 

There  has  been  much  rumor  this  summer  throughout  Europe  of  an 
approaching  peace  through  the  mediation  of  Russia  and  Holland, 
but  it  is  understood  to  arise  from  the  invention  of  stockjobbers  and 
others  interested  in  propagating  such  opinions.  England  seems  not  to 
be  yet  sufficiently  humbled  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
American  States  or  to  treat  with  them  on  that  footing,  and  our  friends 
will  not  make  a  i^eace  on  any  other.  So  we  shall  probably  see  another 
campaign. 

By  the  invoices  I  have  seen  and  heard  of,  sent  hither  with  Congress 
interest  bills  of  exchange  to  purchase  the  goods,  it  would  seem  that 
there  is  not  so  great  a  want  of  necessaries  as  of  superfluities  among 
our  j)eople.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  your  distresses  can  be  great 
when  one  sees  that  much  the  greatest  part  of  that  money  is  lavished 
in  modes,  and  gewgaws,  and  tea!  Is  it  impossible  for  us  to  become 
wiser,  when  by  simple  economy  and  avoiding  unnecessary  expenses 
we  might  more  than  defray  the  charge  of  the  war*?  We  export  solid 
provision  of  all  kinds,  which  is  necessary  for  the  sustenance  of  man, 
and  we  import  fashions,  luxuries,  and  trifles.  Such  trade  may  enrich 
the  traders,  but  never  the  country. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  6  Bigelow's  Fraukliu,  471. 
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The  good-will  of  all  Europe  to  onr  cause  as  being  tbe  cause  of  liberty, 
which  is  the  cause  of  mankind,  still  continues,  as  does  the  universal 
wish  to  see  the  English  pride  humiliated  and  their  power  curtailed. 
Those  circumstances  are  encouraging  and  give  hopes  of  a  happy  issue; 
which  may  God  grant,  and  that  you,  my  friend,  may  live  long  a  bless- 
ing to  your  country. 

1  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Vauguyon  to  John  Paul  Jones." 

The  Hague,  October  29,  1779. 
Sir:  I  ought  to  advise  you  that  M.  de  Sartine  has  informed  me  that 
he  has  renounced  the  intentions  that  1  had  been  charged  to  communi- 
cate to  you,  and  that  you  will  find  at  Dunkirk  orders  for  your  final 
destination.  I  learn  with  much  pleasure  that  the  necessary  repairs  of 
the  ships  which  you  command  will  be  completed  immediately,  and  that 
you  have  received  all  the  assistance  you  could  and  ought  to  expect. 
I  desire  very  earnestly  that  success  shall  again  reward  your  valor.  No 
person  will  be  more  rejoiced  at  it  than  myself. 

Believe  me,  with  the  sincerest  sentiments,  etc. 

The  Bug  de  la  Vauguyon. 


Yorke  to  the  States-General.t 

The  Hague,  Octoher  29,  1779. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords:  In  thanking  your  high  mightinesses  for 
the  orders  your  humanity  has  dictated  in  relation  to  the  wounded  who 
were  on  board  two  vessels  of  the  king,  the  Berapis  and  Countcsfi  of  ^Smr- 
borough,  I  only  discharge  the  orders  of  his  majesty  in  renewing  the 
most  strong  and  urgent  demand  for  the  seizure  and  restitution  of  said 
vessels,  as  well  as  for  the  enlargement  of  their  crews,  who  have  been 
seized  by  the  pirate  Paul  Jones,  a  Scotchman,  a  rebellious  subject  and 
state  criminal. 

The  sentiments  of  equity  and  justice  of  your  high  mightinesses  leave 
no  room  to  doubt  that,  in  taking  into  a  more  mature  deliberation  all 
the  circumstances  of  this  affair,  you  will  recognize  readily  the  justice 
of  a  demand  founded  as  well  on  the  most  solemn  treaties,  which  have 
subsisted  more  than  a  century  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Provinces,  as  on  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  and 
the  custom  of  friendly  and  allied  states. 

The  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Breda,  of  the  31st  of  July,  1G67, 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  state;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  276. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  276. 
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coDfirmed  and  renewed  expressly  in  that  of  1710  and  in  all  the  subse- 
qnent  ones,  are  too  clear  and  incontestable  in  this  respect  not  to  be 
felt  in  all  their  force. 

The  king  considered  it  derogatory  to  his  dignity,  as  well  as  to  that 
of  your  high  mightinesses,  to  expose  the  particulars  of  a  case  so  notori- 
ous as  that  in  question,  or  to  cite  to  the  ancient  friends  and  allies  of 
his  crown  analogous  examples  of  other  princes  and  states. 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  remark  that  the  placard  of  your  high 
mightinesses,  in  prescribing  to  the  captains  of  foreign  ships  of  war  to 
show  their  letters  of  marque  or  commissions,  authorize  you,  according 
to  the  general  custom  of  admiralties,  to  treat  as  pirates  those  whose 
letters  are  found  to  be  illegal  for  not  being  issued  by  a  sovereign 
power. 

The  character  of  Paul  Jones,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  the  aftair, 
can  not  by  their  notoriety  be  unknown  to  your  high  mightinesses. 
Europe  has  her  eyes  fixed  on  your  resolution.  Your  high  mightinesses 
know  too  well  the  value  of  good  faith  not  to  give  an  exami)le  of  it  ou 
this  important  occasion.  The  least  deviation  from  a  rule  so  sacred,  in 
weakening  friendship  among  neighbors,  produces  often  unfortunate 
consequences. 

The  king  has  always  made  it  his  pride  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of 
your  high  mightinesses.  Uis  majesty  persists  steadfastly  in  the  same 
sentiments;  but  the  English  nation  does  not  think  itself  bound  by  any 
of  its  proceedings  to  have  its  citizens  detained  prisoners  in  a  port  of 
the  republic  by  an  outlaw,  a  subject  of  the  same  country,  and  who 
enjoys  the  liberty  of  which  they  are  deprived. 

It  is  for  all  these  reasons,  and  many  others  equally  solid,  which  cau 
not  escape  the  great  penetration  and  sagacity  of  your  high  mightinesses, 
that  the  undersigned  hopes  to  receive  a  ready  and  favorable  answer  to 
the  above,  conformable  to  the  just  expectation  of  the  king,  his  master, 
and  of  the  British  nation. 

Joseph  Yorke. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Lieuteuant-Colonel  Weibert.* 

November  1,  1779. 
Their  high  mightinesses  the  States-General  of  Holland  have  granted 
permission  for  us  to  land  on  the  Island  of  Texel  a  number  of  wounded 
British  prisoners  of  war  now  in  our  hands,  to  guard  them  by  our 
American  soldiers  in  the  fort  of  that  island,  with  the  drawbridges 
hauled  up  or  let  down  at  our  discretion,  and  to  remove  them  again  from 
thence  to  our  ships  at  our  free  will  and  pleasure,  and  dispose  of  them 
afterwards  as  though  they  had  not  been  landed.  Therefore  you  are 
hereby  appointed  governor-general  over  the  wounded  and  the  soldiers, 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  278,  with  verbal  cbangee. 
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etc.,  that  are  destined  this  day  to  conduct  them  there,  until  furtlier 
orders. 

These  wounded  prisoners  are  to  be  supported  and  provided  with  good 
surgeons  and  medicine,  and  with  necessary  attendance,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States.  The  commissary  of  tlie  admiralty,  who  resides 
on  the  Texel,  has  undertaken,  by  our  orders,  to  furnish  you  with  the 
necessary  provisions;  and  surgeons,  medicine,  and  bedding,  etc.,  are 
sent  from  the  squadron.  In  short,  these  prisoners,  together  with  such 
other  sick  and  wounded  as  we  may  hereafter  see  fit  to  send  to  your 
care  in  that  fort  on  the  Texel,  are  to  be  treated  with  all  possible  ten- 
derness and  humanity.  And  you  are  to  take  care  that  no  person  under 
your  command  may  give  any  cause  of  complaint  whatever  to  tlie  sub- 
jects or  government  of  this  country ;  but,  ou  the  contrary,  to  behave 
towards  them  with  the  utmost  complaisance  and  civility. 

For  which  this  shall  be  your  order. 

Given  on  board  the  American  ship  of  war  the  Serajris.  at  anchor  in 
the  road  of  Texel,  November  1,  1779. 

John  Paul  Jones. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon.* 

Texel,  November  4,  1779. 

My  Lord:  This  morning  the  commandant  of  the  road  sent  me  word 
to  come  and  speak  to  him  ou  board  his  ship.  He  had  before  him  on 
the  table  a  letter,  which  he  said  was  from  the  Prince  of  Orange.  He 
questioned  me  very  closely  whether  1  had  a  French  commission,  and  if 
I  had,  he  almost  insisted  upon  seeing  it.  Cet  avis  doune  au  commence- 
ment n'etoit  plus  de  saison  depuis  admission  de  I'escadre  sous  Pavil- 
lou  Americaine  [sic].  In  conformity  to  your  advice,  I  told  him  that  my 
French  commission  not  having  been  found  among  my  papers  since  the 
loss  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  I  feared  that  ithadgoue  to  the  bottom 
in  that  ship;  but  that  if  it  was  really  lost  it  would  be  an  easy  matter 
to  procure  a  duplicate  of  it  from  Prance.  The  commandant  appeared 
to  be  very  uneasy  and  anxious  for  my  departure.  I  have  told  him  that, 
as  there  are  eight  of  the  enemy's  ships  laying  wait  for  me  at  the  south 
entrance  and  four  more  at  the  north  entrance  of  the  port,  I  was  unable 
to  fight  more  than  three  times  my  force;  but  that  he  might  rest 
assured  of  my  intention  to  depart  with  the  utmost  expedition  when- 
ever I  found  a  possibility  to  go  clear. 

I  should  be  very  happy,  my  lord,  if  I  could  tell  you  of  my  being 
ready.  I  should  have  departed  long  ago  if  I  had  met  with  common 
assistance ;  but  for  a  fortnight  past  I  have  every  day  expected  the 
necessary  supply  of  water  from  Amsterdam  in  cisterns,  and  I  am  last 
night  only  informed  that  it  can  not  be  had  without  I  send  up  water 
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casks.  The  provision,-  too,  tliat  was  ordered  the  day  T  returneil  to 
Amsterdam  from  The  Hague  is  not  yet  seut  down,  and  the  spars  that 
have  been  sent  from  Amsterdam  are  spoiled  in  the  making.  None  of 
the  iron  work  that  was  ordered  for  the  ISerapis  is  yet  completed,  so  that 
I  am  even  to  this  hour  in  want  of  hinges  to  hang  the  lower  gun  ports. 
My  officers  and  men  lost  their  clothes  and  beds  in  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard,  and  they  have  as  yet  got  no  supply.  The  bread  that  has  becni 
twice  a  week  sent  down  from  Amsterdam  to  feed  my  people  has  been, 
literally  speaking,  rotten;  and  the  consequence  is,  that  they  are  falling 
sick.  It  is  natural  also  that  they  should  be  discontented  while  I  am 
not  able  to  tell  them  that  they  will  be  paid  the  value  of  their  property 
in  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  8earhorou(fii  if  either  or  both  of  them 
should  be  lost  or  taken  after  sailing  from  hence. 

Thus  you  see,  my  lord,  that  my  prospects  are  far  from  pleasing.  I 
have  but  few  men,  and  they  are  discontented.  If  you  can  authorize 
me  to  promise  them,  at  all  hazards,  that  their  property  in  the  prizes 
shall  be  made  good,  and  that  they  shall  receive  the  necessary  clothing 
and  bedding,  etc.,  or  money  to  buy  them  with,  I  believe  I  shall  soon  be 
able  to  bring  them  again  into  a  good  humor.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will 
send  a  vessel  or  two  out  to  reconnoiter  the  offing  and  to  bring  me 
word.  Whatever  may  be  the  consequence  of  ray  having  put  into  this 
harbor,  I  must  observe  that  it  was  done  contrary  to  my  opinion,  and  I 
consented  to  it  only  because  the  majority  of  my  colleagues  were  earn- 
est for  it. 

I  am  under  a  very  singular  obligation  to  you,  my  lord,  for  your  kind 
letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  20th  of  last 
mouth.  It  shall  be  my  ambition  to  get  clear  of  my  present  embarrass- 
ment, and  to  merit,  what  I  so  much  esteem,  the  good  opinion  of  your 
excellency  and  of  the  court  by  my  future  services  in  support  of  the 
common  cause. 

I  am,  etc., 

John  Paul  Jones. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Braintree,  November  4,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
October,  enclosed  with  two  commissions,  appointing  me  minister  pleni- 
potentiary from  the  United  States  to  negotiate  peace  and  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  together  with  instructions  for  my  government  in 
the  execution  of  these  commissions,  copies  of  instructions  to  the  min- 
isters plenipotentiary  at  Versailles  and  Madrid,  and  two  acts  of  Con- 
gress of  the  4th  and  15th  of  October.  
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Peace  is  au  object  of  such  vast  importance,  the  interests  to  be  ad- 
justed iu  the  negotiations  to  obtain  it  are  so  complicated  and  so  deli- 
cate, and  the  difiiculty  of  giving  even  general  satisfaction  is  so  great, 
that  I  feel  myself  more  distressed  at  the  prospect  of  executing  the  trust 
than  at  the  thought  of  leaving  my  country  and  again  encountering  the 
danger  of  the  seas  and  of  enemies.  Yet  when  1  reflect  on  the  general 
voice  in  my  favor,  and  the  high  honor  that  is  done  me  by  this  appoint- 
ment, I  feel  the  warmest  sentiments  of  gratitude  to  Congress,  and  shall 
make  no  hesitation  to  accept  it,  and  devote  myself  without  reserve  or 
losp  of  time  to  discharge  the  duties  of  it.  My  success,  however,  may 
depend  iu  a  very  great  degree  on  the  intelligence  and  instructions  that 
I  may  receive  from  time  to  time  from  Congress  and  on  the  puuctuality 
with  which  several  articles  iu  my  instructions  may  be  kept  secret.  It 
shall  be  my  most  earnest  endeavor  to  transmit  to  Congress  the  most 
constant  and  exact  information  iu  my  power  of  whatever  may  occur 
and  to  conceal  those  instructions  which  depend  in  any  measure  on  my 
judgment.  And  1  hope  I  need  not  suggest  to  Congress  the  necessity 
of  commuuicatiug  to  me  as  early  as  possible  their  couiuiaiuls  from 
time  to  time,  and  of  keeping  all  the  discretionary  articles  an  impene- 
trable secret;  a  suggestion,  however,  that  the  constitution  of  that  sov- 
ereignty which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  might  excuse. 

As  the  frigate  has  been  some  time  waiting,  I  shall  embark  in  eight 

or  ten  days  at  furthest.     Your  excellency  will  please  to  present  my 

most  dutiful  respects  to  Congress,  and  accept  my  thanks  for  the  polite 

and  obliging  manner  in  which  you  have  communicated  their  commands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.*  • 

Paris,  November  G,  1779. 

Gentlemen:  The  campaign  iu  Europe  seems  to  be  concluded,  and 
the  resolution  of  the  enemy  unabated.     The  siege  of  Gibraltar  continues. 

I  am  yet  without  any  instructions  for  Spain  or  overtures  from  that 
court  relative  to  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty.  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
same  means  have  been  employed,  and  by  the  same  persons,  to  injure 
me  there  as  here,  with  what  success  my  inquiries  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  discover.  By  the  advice  of  those  iu  whose  knowledge  and  integrity 
I  can  most  confide,  among  whom  is  the  late  ambassador  from  this  court, 
now  a  minister,  I  have  not  entered  into  any  vindication  of  myself  to  the 
Spanish  minister. 

Disagreeable  as  it  is  for  me  to  remain  here  after  what  has  passed,  it 
is,  in  my  best  judgment,  more  proper  than  going  thither  without  defi- 
nite instructions,  and  without  new  credentials  to  show  that  the  calum- 
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nies  of  my  enemies  have  not  withdrawn  from  me  the  confidence  of  Coti- 
j^ress,  which  by  no  means  appears  from  my  only  being  not  recalled.  I 
must,  therefore,  entreat  Congress  to  decide  distinctly  upon  the  accusa- 
tions that  have  been  brought  against  me,  and  either  declare  them 
unjust  or  commit  the  public  business  to  a  titter  person,  and  give  me 
leave  and  leisure  to  vindicate  my  character  to  my  country  and  to  the 
world. 

Unless  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  court  should  make  it 
necessary  I  will  not  hazard  the  public  interest  and  my  own  honor  in 
undertaking  the  negotiation  uninstructed,  un vindicated,  and  unsup- 
ported. Is  it  possible  that  any  one  gentleman  in  Congress  can  help 
feeling  the  unexampled  cruelty  of  leaving  me  in  such  a  situation? 

Uncertain  as  the  decisions  of  all  public  bodies  are,  yet  conscious  that 
there  was  not  any  colorable  pretense  for  impeaching  my  conduct  I 
could  not  but  Hatter  myself  that  the  last  dispatches  would  have  brought 
an  explicit  censure  of  Congress  against  the  indecent  attempts  that  have 
been  made  to  injure  it;  insomuch  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  consult 
this  court  through  your  minister  here  upon  the  propriety  of  my  moving 
the  court  of  Spain  on  the  negotiation  with  which  I  was  intrusted, 
so  that  I  might  avoid  giving  offense  to  that  court  by  my  silence  and 
inactivity,  and  yet  receive  in  time  your  final  instructions  and  a  renewed 
assurance  of  your  confidence. 

Though  I  have  constantly  transmitted  to  Congress  triplicate  copies 
of  the  invoices  and  bills  of  lading  which  account  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  small  sum  of  public  money  that  was  in  my  hands,  yet  as  the  order 
of  the  Gth  of  August  is  general,  I  have  had  triplicate  copies  made  out 
of  the  w  hole,  which,  when  there  is  a  j)roper  person  to  authenticate  them, 
will  show  how  the  money  has  been  expended.  Witli  regard  to  the 
funds  with  which  I  was  jointly  intrusted  with  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr. 
Deane,  my  absence  in  Spain  and  Geruiany,  with  the  orders  for  the  ap- 
plication of  a  great  part,  which  my  colleagues  thought  proper  to  give 
without  consulting  me,  disenables  me  from  furnishing  any  further 
vouchers  than  the  accounts  of  the  banker  and  of  Mr.  Williams,  which  1 
have  also  transmitted  to  Congress. 

I  i)erceive  by  the  journals  that  a  committee  is  appointed  for  framing 
a  plan  of  a  foreign  loan.  It  is  my  duty  to  say  that  there  is  not  the  least 
probability,  in  the  present  situation  of  things,  of  obtaining  any  adequate 
loan  in  Europe,  and  to  beseech  Congress  not  to  let  the  vain  expectation 
of  that  divert  their  attention  from  trying  every  resource  at  home.  It  is 
necessary  that  the  impressions  to  our  discredit  which  have  arisen  from 
the  nnsuccessful  attempts  that  have  been  already  made  should  be 
allowed  to  wear  off  and  some  favorable  event  occur,  such  as  the  enemy 
being  obliged  to  draw  off  their  troops,  before  it  will  be  possible  to  suc- 
ceed in  such  a  plan.  In  the  mean  time  the  repetition  of  ineffectual 
attempts  will  only  debase  your  credit  more,  and  especially  if  they  are 
accompanied  with  the  offer  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  which  ever 
wu — VOL  III L'G 
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augments  the  suspicioii  of  th(5  insecurity  of  tlie  principal  and  that  the 
borrowers  are  themselves  conscious  of  their  insufficiency. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  mention  wliat  regards  myself  so  often  j  but  Con- 
gress will  permit  me  to  repeat,  that  if  it  should  not  please  them  to  recall 
me  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  the 
support  of  my  mission  independent  of  Dr.  Franklin.  If,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  State  of  Virginia  should  reimburse  me  what  I  have  advanced 
for  them,  that  will  be  a  fund,  and  I  will  immediately  give  Congress 
advice  of  it.  I  must  also  beg  that  Congress  will  fix  a  sum  for  my 
expenses,  both  that  I  may  not  exceed  what  is  thought  reasonable,  nor 
have  my  time  and  attention  employed  in  keeeping  accurate  accounts 
of  expenses,  which  I  never  did  do,  nor  ever  shall  to  my  own  satisfaction, 
or  I  believe  to  that  of  any  one  else.  So  that  if  this  is  exijected  it  will 
expose  me  to  censure,  which  I  wish  to  avoid. 

The  little  time  that  remains  from  daily  attention  to  public  business 
and  in  collecting  and  digesting  what  relates  to  it  I  wish  to  devote  to 
private  correspondence  and  reading.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it 
always  sufficient  to  proportion  my  expenses  in  general  to  my  situation 
and  means,  without  a  minute  attention  to  them  in  detail.  Whatever 
Congress  fixes  as  reasonable  will  be  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  and  it  will 
spare  both  them  and  myself  a  great  deal  of,  as  1  conceive,  unnecessary 
trouble. 

I  can  not  learn  with  any  certainty  what  probability  there  is  of  any 
other  powers  entering  next  year  into  the  present  war.  On  that  subject 
your  minister  here,  as  his  situation  gives  him  the  means,  will  furnish 
you  with  earlier  and  surer  information  than  it  is  possible  for  me  to 
obtain.  But  the  following  are  nearly  the  plans  of  the  French  and 
British  cabinets  for  the  next  campaign.  Fourteen  ships  of  seventy-four 
guns  and  eight  thousand  troops  are  to  be  sent  from  hence  to  the  West 
Indies.  The  twelve  expected  home  with  Count  d'Estaiug  being  refitted, 
with  eight  new  ones,  added  to  the  sixteen  remaining  of  those  which 
form  the  present  tleet,  and  fifteen  Spanish  ships,  will  make  fifty-one 
sail,  which  are  to  convoy  fifty  thousand  troops  from  Brest,  where  they 
are  all  to  be  collected,  to  whatever  part  of  the  coast  of  England  is  fixed 
upon  for  a  descent.  By  this  disposition  of  the  fleet  and  army  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  delay  and  disappointments  which  render  this  campaign 
abortive  will  be  avoided.  The  bulk  of  the  Spanish  fleet  is  to  secure  the 
Mediterranean  and  press  Gibraltar,  while  the  army  continues  its  ap- 
proaches by  land. 

The  English  cabinet  are  resolved  to  send  all  the  troops  they  can 
possibly  collect,  which  they  say  will  amount  to  eight  or  ten  thousand, 
against  you,  and  stand  upon  the  defensive  at  home.  Their  situation, 
however,  is  not  a  little  embarrassing.  The  Irish  nation  are  so  generally 
determined  upon  having  a  free  trade,  that  the  court  was  obliged  to  allow 
it  to  be  inserted  in  the  address  of  both  houses  that  a  free  trade  is  their 
right  and  they  must  have  it.     To  support  this  there  are,  besides  the 
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unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  upwards  of  fifteen  thousand  men  in 
volunteer  companies  actually  in  arms  without  the  permission  or  control 
of  government.  To  delay  or  refuse  the  grautiny;  of  free  trade  will 
endanger  a  general  and  most  formidable  insurrection  in  that  kingdom; 
to  grant  it  will  produce  commotions  of  no  less  magnitude  in  England, 
of  which  they  have  already  had  some  fearful  examples  in  and  about 
Manchester.  These  insurrections,  whenever  they  happen,  will  be  exas- 
perated by  great  and  real  distress ;  for  the  fact  is  that  if  it  be  refused 
to  Ireland  that  country  will  be  undone;  and  if  it  be  granted  the  woolen 
and  other  manufactures  of  England  will  be  ruined.  In  such  a  situation 
it  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  medium  by  which  the  violences  will  be  pre- 
vented that  must  otherwise  call  for  the  troops  at  home  which  they  have 
destined  for  us. 

In  Scotland  the  discontent  is  such  that  a  Highland  regiment  actually 
seized  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  sliut  the  gates  against  their  oflicers. 
This  mutiny  has  been  quelled,  but  the  sj^irit  that  produced  it  is  not 
altered. 

The  inactivity  of  this  campaign  has  left  their  credit  unimpaired,  and 
their  tleets  have  generally  got  in  safe  from  all  quarters.  They  will, 
therefore,  find  money  for  the  next  campaign ;  but  it  is  not  probable  that 
with  all  their  eftbrts  they  will  be  able  to  equip  a  fleet  equal  to  that 
which  will  go  against  them.  Without  some  accident,  therefore,  they 
must  either  suffer  the  French  army  to  land,  or  hazard  an  unequal  com- 
bat, which,  if  they  are  overcome,  will  leave  their  coast  at  the  mercy  of 
the  invaders.  To  add  to  their  counsels,  already  enfeebled  by  the  death 
of  theonl}'  man  of  ability  and  business  among  them.  Lord  Suffolk,  they 
have  put  Lord  Stormont,  the  most  insufficient  man  in  the  kingdom, 
into  his  place.  Such  is  the  present  situation  and  prospect  of  things  in 
Europe. 

Congress  will,  I  hope,  consider  that  various  events  may  change  or 
delay  the  plans  above  stated,  and  not  let  it  impeach  the  veracity  of  the 
intelligence  that  they  are  not  executed.  Much,  for  example,  will  de- 
pend upon  Count  d'Estaing's  movements  and  success,  which  were  not 
foreseen  when  these  plans  were  formed.  His  expedition  is  entirely  of 
his  own  planning,  and  therefore  could  not  be  taken  into  consideration 
here. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Spanish  ultimatum,  which,  by  mistake,  was 
omitted  being  sent  some  time  ago.  The  following  passage  in  the  man- 
ifesto published  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  in  answer  to  that  of 
France  seems  to  me  a  proof  how  little  she  herself  expects  from  the  war 
with  us : 

"  Two  years  have  not  passed  since  the  day  the  rebels  declared  their 
criminal  resolution  of  shaking  off  the  yoke  of  the  mother  country,  and 
this  term  has  been  tilled  with  the  events  of  a  bloody  and  obstinate  war. 
Success  has  been  biilanced,  but  the  army  of  the  king,  which  occupies 
most  important  maritime  cities,  has  continued  to  menace  the  interior 
j)rovinces.    The  English  flag  predominates  in  all  the  American  seas." 
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When  all  they  can  boast  of,  as  the  fruit  of  two  yeans'  bloody  and  ob- 
stinate war,  in  which,  though  they  do  not  choose  to  say  it,  all  Europe 
knows  they  have  expended  forty  millions  of  treasure  and  sixty  thousand, 
lives,  is  a  balanced  success,  and  the  possession  of  a  few  maritime  towns, 
from  whence  they  threaten  us,  it  is  plain  enough  that  they  themselves 
have  not  a  hope  of  success.  Their  war,  therefore,  is  a  war  of  desperate 
vengeance,  which  nothing  can  justify. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Braintree,  November  7,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  letter- 
book  of  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  Versailles  during  the  time  I 
had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  them.  As  the  letter-book  was  kept  by  me, 
and  almost  wholly  in  my  handwriting,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  con- 
sented that  I  should  bring  it  home  with  me,  leaving  him  a  copy,  which 
was  done. 

As  there  may  be  many  things  in  it  which  Congress  may  have  occa- 
sion to  know,  I  have  i^revailed  with  Mr.  Thaxter  to  copy  it.  I  shall 
submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether  he  ought  to  have 
any  allowance  for  this  service,  and  how  much.  As  Mr.  Thaxter  will 
accompany  me  to  Europe  in  the  character  of  my  private  secretary,  if 
Congress  think  proper  to  allow  him  anything  for  these  copies  I  can 
pay  him  in  Europe  if  it  is  thought  proper. 

I  chose  to  mention  Mr.  Thaxter's  going  with  me  to  Congress  because 
jealousies  have  arisen  heretofore  concerning  private  secretaries.  Mr. 
Thaxter  is  known  to  Congress,  and  I  think  I  can  safely  confide  in  his 
fidelity,  diligence,  and  discretion,  and  from  the  experience  I  have  had 
in  Europe  I  am  fully  convinced  that  it  is  my  duty  to  take  with  me  some 
one  of  this  character. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon.t 

Helder,  November  9,  1779. 
Sir  :  To  fulfill  my  promise,  it  is  my  duty  by  the  first  post  to  give  in- 
formation to  your  excellency  that,  in  spite  of  the  bad  roads  and  dark 
nights,  I  arrived  here  this  morning.  I  saw  immediately  M.  Cottineau, 
from  whom  here  is  a  letter  enclosed  to  your  excellency.  There  was  a 
violent  storm,  which  prevented  me  from  going  on  board  the  Serapis. 
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Nevertheless,  having  found  means  to  make  known  my  arri%'^al  to  the 
commodore,  he  came  on  shore  this  evening  for  half  an  hour  only,  in 
order  that  he  might  reach  his  ship  again  before  night.  He  will  send 
his  boat  to-morrow  for  me  to  breakfast  with  him,  to  converse  longer  on 
our  affairs,  and  it  may  be  to  make  a  visit  together  to  the  vice-admiral. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  already  learnt  that  not  only  the  commodore 
has  not  written  anything  at  all  on  what  has  given  us  uneasiness,  but 
even  that  he  has  not  said  anything  of  which  they  can  make  an  authen- 
tic use;  that  he  showed  to  M.  Riemersma  on  his  arrival,  as  well  as  to 
the  other  captains,  his  commission,  which  is  American,  not  having  any 
other;  that  he  will  give  me  a  copj^,  with  a  declaration  signed  at  the 
bottom  by  himself  that  he  had  shown  it ;  and  that,  as  to  the  cartel  made 
between  himself  and  Captain  Pearson,  they  have  had  no  other  surety 
for  its  basis  than  the  permission  of  this  government  to  put  on  shore 
the  wounded  prisoners  without  changing  in  any  manner  their  condi- 
tion, having  taken  upon  them  besides,  each  one  on  his  part,  to  engage 
their  respective  sovereigns.  All,  therefore,  that  1  shall  be  able  to  do 
further  in  this  respect  will  be  to  get  signed  by  Mr.  Jones  the  copy  he 
sent  me  of  this  cartel. 

The  crowded  inns  leave  me  no  place  for  a  lodging  but  the  house  of  a 
peasant,  where  I  write  this  letter  as  I  can.  I  fear  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  good-will  of  the  commodore,  he  will  not  be  in  condition  to  de- 
part in  fifteen  days ;  and  on  examining  things  closely,  and  comparing 
the  complaints  of  one  with  those  of  another  as  to  the  delays,  I  find 
that  the  great  and  true  cause  is  this  bad  roadstead,  distant  from  Amster- 
dam twenty-five  leagues  by  water. 

The  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  21st  of  October,  which  I  have  sent 
to  the  commodore,  is  a  paper  very  necessary  to  him. 

They  will  not  be  able  longer  to  impose  on  him  or  spread  snares  for 
him.  His  way  will  be  clear.  He  regrets  only  that  it  had  not  been 
sooner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Franklin  to  La  Fayette.* 

Passy,  November  10,  1779. 
Dear  Sir  :  My  answer  to  the  questions  contained  in  the  letter  you 
have  honored  me  with  must  be  very  short.  I  can  only  say  that  I  know 
nothing  before  the  order  you  mention,  and  I  now  know  nothing  of  your 
reasons.  1  can  therefore  give  no  opinion,  having  no  materials  on  which 
to  form  it. 

A  vessel  from  North  America,  arrived  at  Cadiz,  reports  that  Count 
d'Estaing's  fleet  arrived  off  the  capes  of  Virginia  the  14th  of  September ; 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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since  wliicli  date  we  bear  nothing  of  him,  and  this  account  seems  not 
very  certain. 

American  news  there  is  uone  but  what  [letter-booli.  ive  see]  in  the 
English  papers.  They  talk  of  Clinton's  going  with  a  strong  force  to 
Charlestown.  But  possibly  D'Estaing's  arrival  may  prevent  that,  and 
I  hope  much  good  from  his  visit  to  our  coasts.  There  are  four  strokes 
for  him  to  make,  ISTew  York,  Ehode  Island,  Halifax,  and  Newfound- 
laud.     If  he  is  really  gone  there;  but  perhaps  he  went  to  Jamaica. 

General  Prevost  has  certainly-  desired  to  be  recalled.  He  complains 
much  of  having  been  neglected,  and  not  furnished  with  the  re-enforce- 
ments, and  other  aids  and  necessaries  that  he  had  required,  and  that 
had  been  promised  to  him.  We  are  in  the  way  of  filling  England  with 
discontented  generals  and  admirals. 

Man}',  many  thanks  for  your  kindness  to  my  grandson,  and  may 
God's  blessing  ever  attend  you. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  affection,  I  am,  etc.. 


Vauguyon  to  DumaB.* 

The  Hague,  November  11, 1779. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  that  you  addressed  to  me  the  9th  of 
this  mouth,  and  that  of  M.  Cottineau,  which  was  annexed.  I  learn  with 
jdeasure  what  yon  tell  me  relative  to  the  object  which  induced  me  to 
urge  your  departure.  I  hope  you  will  not  delay  to  give  me,  in  this  re- 
spect, details  yet  more  satisfactory  and  perfectly  conformable  to  the 
intentions  I  have  unfolded  to  you. 

M.  Cottineau  represents  to  me  the  extreme  inconvenience  which  results 
from  the  impossibility  of  putting  on  shore  the  sick  and  wounded  among 
the  prisoners. 

I  think  it  would  be  proper  that  you  might  see,  with  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, if  it  would  not  be  possible  to  obtain  i^ermission  of  the  admiralty. 
But  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  ask  it,  to  be  very  sure  beforehand 
that  you  will  not  be  refused. 

You  know  the  truth  of  my  inviolable  sentiments. 

The  Due  he  la  Vauguyon. 


Dumas  to  Vauguyon.  t 

On  Board  the  Serapis,  November  11, 1779. 
Sir  :  According  to  my  letter  of  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  was  yes- 
terday morning  on  board  the  Sercqns.     The  weather  was  so  thick  in  the 
evening  that  there  was  no  chance  of  sending  anything  on  shore  that 
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iiiglit.  The  commodore  and  myself,  with  great  difficulty,  went  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Dutch  vice  admiral,  in  which  all  that  has  been  said  was 
so  well  cleared  up,  that  nothing  can  (at  least  on  our  part)  cause  a  change 
in  the  state  of  things  as  they  were  after  the  21st  of  October.  The  result 
of  the  visit  is,  in  substance,  that  they  do  not  much  approve  the  expedi- 
ent of  providing  two  different  ilags,  in  order  to  make  use  of  one  in  default 
of  the  other;  that  they  rather  preferred  that  the  whole  squadron  should 
have  been  entered  under  the  flag  and  commission  of  France,  as  not  being 
liable  to  any  difficulties ;  but  since  what  had  been  done  could  not  be 
otherwise,  they  desire  and  expect  that  the  squadron  shall  depart  with 
the  first  fair  wind  ;  as  also  that  there  shall  not  be  in  this  roadstead  any 
transportation  of  prisoners  on  board  the  king's  cutters  that  are  here  ; 
which  the  commodore  promised. 

To-day  we  have  been  with  M.  Kicot  on  board  one  of  the  cutters,  where 
we  found  the  two  captains,  Messrs.  de  la  Laune  and  de  la  Bourdonnoie, 
who  received  us  with  all  the  cordiality  and  manifested  all  the  good-will 
imaginable.  They  do  for  us  what  they  can,  and  M.  de  la  Laune  will 
inform  your  excellency  of  it. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  depart  for  Amsterdam  the  morning  after  tomor- 
row,  if  I  can,  without  danger,  be  put  on  shore  to-morrow,  with  the 
satisfaction  of  having  by  my  journey  hither  cleared  up  and  much  accel- 
erated affairs — in  a  word,  of  having  been  useful.  1  see  no  possibility  of 
being  able  to  write  to  Dr.  Franklin.  He  can  not,  therefore,  know  any- 
thing, nor  consequently  the  minister,  except  what  your  excellency  shall 
judge  worthy  to  be  communicated  in  your  dispatches,  of  the  contents  of 
my  letters,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Vauguyon  to  Dumas.* 

The  Hague,  November  12, 1779. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  orders  from  the  minister  of  the  marine 
which  I  must  communicate  to  you,  and  it  is  necessary  that  you  return 
here  immediately.  You  will  please  to  say  to  Mr.  Jones  that  he  ought 
not  to  set  sail  before  I  have  imparted  to  iiimthe  instructions  which  have 
been  sent,  as  it  will  be  necessary  to  suspend  his  departure  till  a  new 
order,  but  not  to  lose  an  instant  in  hastening  the  repairs. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 

The  Due  de  la  Vauguyon. 
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Dumas  to  Vauguyon.* 

l^OVEMBER  13,  1779. 

SiE:  Yesterday  I  was  at  the  Texel,  with  tlie  commodore,  to  adj\ist 
affairs  with  a  commissioner  of  the  admiralty  as  to  the  light-house  duiis, 
so  as  to  satisfy  everybody;  but  this  morning- the  Dutch  vice-admiial 
sought  me,  in  his  boat,  to  repeat  to  me  what  he  had  already  said  to  Ifie 
commodore,  that  he  ought  to  depart  with  the  first  good  wind  ;  in  c(  n- 
sequence,  I  have  been  with  Captain  E-icot  and  the  commandant  of  the 
Scarborov(/h  on  board  of  the  French  cutter  to  adjust  things,  of  whiuh 
I  will  give  a  verbal  account  to  your  excellency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 

Dumas 


Reception  of  the  French  Minister  by  Congress. t 

In  Congress,  November  17, 1779. 
According  to  order  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  was  introduced  l)y 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Morris,  the  two  mend)ers  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  being  seated  in  his  chair,  the  secretary  of  the  embassy 
delivered  to  the  President  a  sealed  letter  from  his  most  Christian  maj- 
esty in  the  terms  following: 

THE  KING  OF  FRANCE  TO  CONGRESS. 

To  our  dear  great  friends  and  allies  the  President  and  members  of  tiie 
general  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Very  dear  great  frieuds  and  allies  : 

The  bad  state  of  health  of  M.  Gerard,  our  minister  plenipotentiacy 
to  you,  having  laid  him  under  tlie  necessity  of  api)lying  for  a  recall,  >ire 
have  made  choice  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  a  colonel  in  our  sei  v- 
ice,.to  supply  his  place.  We  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  agreeable 
to  you,  and  that  you  will  repose  entire  confidence  in  him.  We  pray 
you  to  give  full  credit  to  all  he  shall  say  to  you  on  our  behalf,  especially 
when  he  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  wishes  for  your  pros- 
perity, as  well  as  the  constancy  of  our  affection  and  our  friendship  for 
the  United  States  in  general  and  for  each  one  of  them  in  particular. 

We  pray  God  to  keep  you,  our  very  dear  great  frieuds  and  allies,  in 
His  holy  i)rotection. 

Done  at  Versailles  the  31st  of  May,  1779. 
Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

Louis. 
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The  minister  being  announced,  lie  addressed  Congress  in  the  follow- 
ing speech : 

[Translation.] 

Gentlemen:  The  wisdom  and  courage  which  have  founded  your 
republic,  the  prudence  which  presides  over  j'our  deliberations,  your 
firmness  in  execution,  the  skill  and  valor  displayed  by  your  generals 
and  soldiers  during  the  course  of  the  war,  have  attracted  the  admira- 
tion and  regard  of  the  whole  world. 

The  king,  my  master,  was  the  first  to  acknowledge  a  liberty  acquired 
amidst  so  many  perils  and  with  so  much  glory.  Since  treaties  dictated 
by  moderation  have  fixed  upon  a  permanent  basis  the  union  of  France 
with  the  American  republic,  his  majesty's  whole  conduct  must  liave 
demonstrated  how  dearly  he  cherishes  your  prosperity,  and  his  firm 
resolution  to  maintain  your  independence  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
The  events  which  have  successively  unfolded  themselves  show  the 
wisdom  of  those  measures.  A  powerful  ally  has  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  those  motives  which  had  compelled  the  king  to  take  arms, 
and  we  may  reasonably  hope  for  the  most  solid  success  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  united  fleets.  The  naval  force  of  the  enemy  has  been  di- 
verted from  your  continent,  compelled  to  flee  to  the  defense  of  their 
own  possessions.  All  their  efforts  have  been  too  feeble  to  prevent  our 
troojjs  from  conquering  a  considerable  part.  Other  British  islands 
feared  the  same  lot,  when  the  French  general  stopped  the  current  of 
his  success  to  seek  new  dangers  here.  In  conforming  to  his  majesty's 
intentions,  he  has  acceded  to  his  own  inclinations,  to  the  desires  of  the 
Frencli,  and  to  the  request  of  the  Americans,  who  invited  him  to  join 
liis  arras  to  those  of  your  republic.  Events  have  not  completely  an- 
swered his  courage  and  his  efforts,  but  his  blood  and  that  of  my  coun- 
trymen, shed  in  a  cause  so  dear  to  us,  has  cemented  the  basis  on  which 
the  alliance  is  founded,  and  impressed  on  it  a  character  as  indelible  as 
are  all  those  by  which  it  is  already  consecrated. 

That  alliance,  gentlemen,  becomes  daily  more  indissoluble,  and  the 
benefits  wliich  the  two  nations  derive  from  it  have  given  it  the  most 
perfect  consistency. 

The  relations  of  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  the  king,  my 
master,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  thirteen  United  States  continually 
multiply,  and  we  may  already  perceive,  in  spite  of  those  obstacles  which 
embarrass  the  reciprocal  communication,  how  natural  it  is,  how  advan- 
tageous it  will  be  to  the  two  nations,  and  all  who  participate  in  it,  and 
how  much  the  monopolizing  spirit,  the  jealous  attention  and  prohibitory 
edicts  of  the  enemy  to  your  freedom,  have  been  prejudicial  to  your 
happiness.  It  is  under  these  circumstances,  gentlemen,  that  the  kmg 
has  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  his  minister  plenipotentiary  to  your 
republic.  You  have  seen  in  the  letter  which  I  had  just  now  the  honor 
to  deliver  from  him  fresh  assurances  of  his  friendship.  I  con.sider  as 
the  happiest  circumstance  of  my  life  a  mission,  in  the  course  of  which 
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I  am  certain  of  fulfilling  my  duty  when  I  labor  for  your  prosperity,  and 

1  felicitate  myself  upon  being  sent  to  a  nation  whose  interests  are  so 

intimately  blended  with  our  own,  that  I  can  be  useful  neither  to  France 

nor  the  American  republic  without  rendering  myself  agreeable  both  to 

the  one  and  the  other. 

It  was  certainly  desirable  that  the  affairs  with  which  I  am  charged 

had  remained  in  the  hands  of  that  enlightened  minister  whom  I  succeed 

and  whose  health  compels  him  to  return  to  France.     I  have  not  his 

abilities,  but,  like  him,  I  have  an  unbounded  zeal  for  the  welfare  and 

success  of  the  common  cause.    Like  him,  ]  am  directed  to  concur  in 

everything  which  can  be  useful  or  agreeable  to  your  republic.     I  have 

the  same  attachment  to  the  people  whom  you,  gentlemen,  represent, 

and  the  same  admiration  of  their  conduct.     I  have  the  most  fervent 

wish  to  give  you  the  proof  of  it,  and  I  hope  by  these  different  titles  to 

merit  your  confidence  and  your  esteem. 

Luzerne. 

The  translation  of  the  foregoing  speech  being  read  to  the  house  by 
the  secretary  of  Congress,  the  President  returned  the  following  answer: 

Sir  :  The  early  attention  of  our  good  friend  and  ally  to  these  United 
States  is  gratefully  felt  by  all  their  virtuous  citizens,  and  we  should 
be  unfaithful  representatives  if  we  did  not  warmly  acknowledge  every 
instance  of  his  regard,  and  take  every  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
attachment  of  our  constituents  to  treaties  formed  upon  the  purest  prin- 
ciples. 

His  most  Christian  majesty  in  rendering  himself  a  protector  of  the 
rights  of  mankind  became  entitled  to  assistance  from  the  friends  of 
man.  This  title  could  not  but  be  recognized  by  a  monarch  whose  dia- 
dem is  adorned  with  equity  and  truth.  That  monarch,  by  joining  his 
arms  to  those  of  our  great  ally,  has  given  a  fatal  blow  to  the  common 
enemy,  and  from  the  justice  of  the  motives  which  unite  the  combined 
fleets  we  expect  the  most  solid  benefits  will  crown  their  operations.  Nor 
can  we  doubt  that  other  powers  will  rejoice  to  see  that  haughty  nation 
humbled  in  proportion  as  they  have  been  insulted  by  her  presumptuous 
arrogance.  We  well  know,  and  all  the  world  must  acknowledge,  the 
moderation  and  friendship  of  the  most  Christian  king  in  neglecting 
conquests  which  courted  his  acceptance  for  the  benevolent  pleasure  of 
succoring  his  allies.  In  this,  as  in  every  other  instance,  we  perceive 
his  strict  adherence  to  the  principles  of  our  defensive  alliance.  We  are 
sensible  of  the  zeal  of  the  Fiench  general  in  executing  his  majesty's 
orders.  We  esteem  his  courage,  we  lament  his  wounds,  and  we  respect 
that  generous  valor  which  has  led  your  countrymen  to  contend  with 
ours  in  the  same  common  cause  in  the  same  field  of  glory — a  noble  emu- 
lation—which  has  poured  out  the  blood  of  the  two  nations  and  mingled 
it  together  as  a  sacred  pledge  of  perpetual  union. 

The  consequences  which  have  followed  from  the  appearance  of  the 
French  fleet  upon  our  coasts,  particulariy  by  disconcerting  the  enemy's 
plans  of  operations  and  destroying  a  considerable  part  of  their  naval 
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force,  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  the  measure.  That  they  have  not  been 
stiil  more  beneficial  is  to  be  attributed  to  those  incidents  which,  in  the 
hand  of  Providence,  determine  all  liuman  events.  But  our  disappoint- 
ment is  compensated  by  reflecting  on  the  perfect  harmony  that  subsisted 
between  the  generals  and  the  troops  of  the  two  nations. 

The  prosperous  course  of  this  campaign  gives  a  pleasing  hope  that 
the  moment  of  peace  may  soon  arrive,  when  the  reciprocation  of  mutual 
good  offices  shall  amply  recompense  our  mutual  labors  and  cares,  and 
we  doubt  not  but  in  that  moment  the  commerce  between  the  allied 
nations,  now  struggling  under  great  inconveniences,  will  shoot  forth 
with  vigor  and  advantage,  and  happily  demonstrate  the  injuries  we  once 
suffered  from  the  restraints  of  our  enemies. 

While  we  lament,  sir,  the  loss  of  your  worthy  predecessor,  we  are 
led,  from  your  personal  character,  to  the  i)leasing  expectation  that  you 
will  possess  that  confidence  and  esteem  which  he  enjoyed.  They  are 
due  to  the  servant  of  our  benef  ictor.  We  are  happy  in  his  choice,  and 
being  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  intimate  connection  between  the  in- 
terests and  views  of  the  allied  nations,  we  can  not  but  persuade  our- 
selves that  the  more  attentively  you  shall  perform  your  duty  to  your 
sovereign  and  the  more  sedulously  you  shall  guard  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  your  country,  the  more  agreeable  and  respectable  you  will 
render  yourself  to  the  citizens  of  America. 

Samuel  Huntington, 

I'resident. 


Vauguyon  to  Dumas.* 

Amsterdam,  November  17,  1779. 
Sir  :  They   write  me  from  The  Hague  that  the  states  of  Holland 
adopted  yesterday,  by  a  majority,  a  resolution  to  compel  Mr.  Jones  to 
depart.     I  inform  you  of  it  that  you  may  lose  no  time  in  returning  to 
the  Texel  and  executing  the  necessary  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

The  Due  de  la  Vauguyon. 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Philadelphia,  November  23, 1779. 

Sir  :  As  I  have  received  no  answer  to  my  memorial  of  the  IGth  of 
August  last,  I  conclude  none  will  be  given,  and  consequently  that  I 
am  laid  under  the  necessity  of  returning  to  Europe  in  the  best  manner 
I  can  and  at  my  own  expense. 

1  must  confess  that,  when  I  reflect  on  the  part  I  have  acted  and  the 
returns  made  me  for  my  services,  I  have  nothing  but  the  consciousness 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  f)  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  283. 
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of  having  done  my  duty  to  iny  country  with  zeal  and  integrity  and  of 
having  been  successful  in  the  important  aii'airs  I  engaged  in  to  support 
me.  Previous  to  my  embarking,  permit  me  to  assure  Congress  that 
my  respect  for  them  as  the  representative  body  of  these  States  is  not 
lessened,  nor  my  zeal  for  the  service,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  lay 
country  abated  by  the  treatment  I  have  met  with.  The  expense  of 
time  and  money  which  I  have  suffered  bj'  my  detention  in  this  city, 
with  the  further  expense  I  am  now  unavoidably  forced  to  make,  fall 
heavy  on  the  small  remains  of  a  very  moderate  fortune  5  but  as  I  go  to 
vindicate  what  is  dearer  to  me  than  either  life  or  fortune,  my  honor  and 
character,  as  the  faithful  servant  of  these  States,  and  confident  tLat 
in  doing  this  I  shall  render  essential  services  to  my  country,  I  cheer- 
fully submits 

On  the  26th  of  August  last  I  received  an  order  on  the  Continental 
treasurer,  signed  by  Joseph  Nourse,  for  ten  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars said  to  be  in  full  consideration  of  my  time  and  expenses  during  viy 
attendance  on  Congress  from  the  Uh  of  June,  1778,  ^tntil  the  6th  day  of 
August  last. 

I  mean  not  the  least  disrespect  to  that  honorable  body,  nor  do  I  feel 
the  slightest  emotions  of  resentment  towards  those  of  them  who 
opposed  the  grant  even  of  that  sum  to  me,  but  the  same  feelings  which 
prompt  me  to  farther  sacrifices  forbid  my  acceptance  of  a  sum  so  in- 
adequate to  my  actual  expenses,  and  confident  that  the  day  is  not  fir 
distant  in  which  I  shall  demonstrate  not  only  that  the  public  moneys 
and  supplies  from  abroad  have  been  at  first  obtained  principally  by  my 
agency,  but  that  the  disposition  of  them,  so  far  as  depended  on  me, 
was  made  with  the  utmost  possible  economy  and  perfect  integrity.  I 
refer  to  that  time  the  discussion  of  what  recompense  is  due  me  for  four- 
teen mouths'  attendance  in  Philadelphia,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of 
Congress,  and  for  the  other  services  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  ren- 
der the  United  States.  I  have  so  often  troubled  Congress  with  my  Ictt- 
ters,  and  been  so  particular  in  them  respecting  my  situation  and  affaiis, 
that  I  need  only  to  refer  to  them  at  this  time,  i)articularly  to  my  letter 
of  the  22d  of  May  last,  and  to  submit  the  whole  to  their  wise  and  mature 
consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect  to  your  private  as 

well  as  public  character,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


Miralles  to  Congress.* 

November  24,  1779. 
Don  Juan  de  Miralles,  commissioned  with  sufficient*  authority  by 
order  from  his  excellency  Don  Diego  Joseph  Navarro,  governor  and 
captain-general  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  dated  at  the  Havana,  the  19th 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  seo  Miralles  to  French  miuisrer,  Nov.  25,  1779,  infra.     'I'he 
text  shows  that  this  paper  was,  iu  its  Euglish  form,  issued  as  such  by  Miralles. 
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aiKl22(lof  July  last,. proceediiig  from  tbem  that  have  been  communi- 
cated to  him  by  his  Catholic  majesty,  my  master's  miuistry,  to  instruct 
aad  represent  to  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  of  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America  to  attend  to  each  of  the  respectable  members 
by  whom  it  is  formed  of  the  following  particulars: 

That  having,  the  said  majesty,  employed  all  the  prudent  and  best 
eiMleavors  that  always  dictates  his  regards  towards  peace  and  good  to 
mankind  to  terminate  the  war  between  France  and  England,  he  has 
seen  that  this  power  delayed  with  bad  view  and  refused  in  very  im- 
proper terms  accepting  the  just  propositions  which  his  majesty  has 
offered  in  quality  of  a  powerful  me<liator,  and  his  sovereign  sufferance 
net  been  able  to  keep  any  longer  the  capricious  ends  of  the  court 
of  Loudon,  his  majesty  has  determined  to  declare  war  against  the 
King  of  England,  and  has  ordered  his  subjects  the  publication  of 
if,  with  the  greatest  formality  and  solemnity,  in  all  his  royal  dominions, 
and  accordingly  was  published  in  the  town  of  Havana  the  22d  of  July 
last. 

Having  been  offered  by  the  honorable  Continental  ('ongress  the  con- 
quest or  taken  of  the  town  of  St.  Augustin,  of  Florida,  and  deliver  it  to 
Spain,  it  is  encharged  to  me  to  inspire  and  request  said  conquest,  as 
well  as  by  the  importance  of  its  issue,  as  to  call  by  that  part  the  atten- 
tion of  the  English,  to  the  end  that  they  may  uot  employ  their  strength 
in  the  defense  of  Pensacola,  the  Mobila,  and  ports  at  Mississippi,  against 
who  have  already  begun  the  hostility  by  the  arms  of  his  Catholic  maj- 
esty  under  command  of  the  governor-general  of  Luciana. 

In  the  same  manner,  to  enable  the  governor  and  captain-general  of 
Havana  to  direct  his  operations  according  to  the  strength  under  his 
command,  I  am  desired  to  let  him  know  in  what  time  and  with  what 
force  by  sea  and  by  land  will  the  honorable  Continental  Congress  be 
able  to  undertake  the  conquest  or  acquisition  of  St.  Augustin,  of  Flor- 
ida. 

Likewise  it  is  wished  that  the  honorable  Congress  should  endeavor 
to  attract  the  conquest  of  the  territories  in  the  ijossession  of  the  English 
on  the  back  of  the  province  of  Luciana  and  its  neighborhood,  and  as 
for  the  better  exit  of  the  enterprise  great  deal  may  contribute  the 
dii'ections  that  the  governor-general  of  Luciana  may  give.  It's  wished 
to  know  the  intentions  of  the  honorable  Congress,  to  communicate  them 
to  that  of  the  Havana,  to  the  end  that  this  should  send  them  to  that  of 
the  Luciana,  for  him  to  call  for  the  i)lan  of  operations,  that  said  enter- 
prise may  be  facilitated ;  to  which  end  said  governor  of  Luciana  will  do 
everything  in  concord  with  what  will  lay  in  his  power. 

Also  could  wish  the  said  captain-general  of  Havana  to  be  informed 
with  what  kind  of  provisions  and  productions  of  these  United  States 
could  abundantly  be  supplied  the  said  town  and  island  of  Cuba,  as 
likewise  the  rest  of  his  majesty's  possessions  in  America,  to  the  end 
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that  With  full  knowledge  of  all  may  be  directed  in  future  plans  or  proj- 
ects that  may  be  intended. 

N.  B. — To  facilitate  the  easier  way  to  instruct  the  honorable  Congress 
of  the  preceding  rei)resentation,  and  that  they  should  resolve  what  may 
think  proper,  enclosed  is  a  translation  in  English. 


Miralles  to  Luzerne." 

[Trauslatioii.] 

PniLADELPHiA,  November  25,  1779. 

Sir:  1  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  oii  the  22d  instant 
two  letters  which  1  received  from  the  governor-general  of  the  island  of 
Cuba,  dated  the  13th  and  the  22d  of  July  last.  He  informs  me,  by  order 
of  the  king,  my  master,  that  the  declaration  of  war  against  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  made  by  his  majesty  was  solemnly  published  at  Havana 
on  the  22d  of  the  said  month  of  July,  and  he  requests  me  to  ask  for  the 
co-operation  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  the  measures,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  1  am  now  to  have  the  honor  of  recalling  to  your  recol- 
lection. 

The  honorable  Congress  having  formerly  proposed  to  lay  siege  to  the 
town  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East  Florida,  in  order  to  restore  it,  in  case  of 
success,  to  the  troops  of  his  Catholic  nnijesty,  I  am  ordered  to  urge  the 
said  Congress  to  direct  the  arms  of  the  United  States  against  that 
place,  in  the  hope  that  this  diversion  will  give  powerful  assistance  to 
those  which  the  forces  of  the  king  have  made  by  their  attack  on  Pen- 
sacola,  and  that,  consequently,  the  English  troops  may  be  more  readily 
driven  from  the  territory  of  the  American  republics.  1  am  to  inform 
the  governor-general  of  Havana  at  what  time  the  honorable  Congress 
will  be  able  to  undertake  this  conquest,  as  well  as  what  land  and  naval 
forces  that  body  will  be  able  to  employ  in  effecting  it,  in  order  that  the 
Spanish  generals  may  arrange  their  operations  agreeabl^^to  the  infor- 
mation which  I  shall  transmit  to  them. 

1  am  also  ordered  to  invite  the  honorable  Congress  to  undertake  the 
conquest  of  the  territory  and  the  possessions  held  by  the  English  to  the 
northeast  of  Louisiana ;  and  as  the  governor  of  that  province  may,  by 
his  experience,  contribute  greatly  to  the  success  of  such  an  enterprise, 
he  is  desirous  of  knowing  the  plan  of  operations  which  Congress  will 
adopt  in  this  affair,  in  order  that  on  his  part  he  may  second  it  by  every 
effort  in  his  power. 

The  governor-general  of  Havana  is  desirous  of  knowing  the  quantity 
and  kind  of  provisions,  productions,  and  supplies  with  which  the  United 
States  of  America  will  be  able  to  assist  Havana  and  the  island  of  Cuba, 
as  well  as  theother  possessions  of  his  majesty  in  America,  in  order  that 
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he  may  decide,  accordiug-  to  such  infbrniatiou,  uionthe  measures  to  be 
adopted  for  i»rocuring  bis  supplies  of  provisions. 

I  had  yesterday  the  honor  of  communicating  tliese  various  rexpiests  to 
the  honorable  Congress,  which  body  was  pleased  to  appoint  tlireeof  its 
members  to  confer  with  me  upon  them.  They  declared,  sir,  that  they 
should  be  much  gratified  to  see  my  proposals  suj.ported  by  you,  and  I 
entreat  you  to  be  pleased,  by  your  intervention,  to  give  all  requisite 
weight  to  the  importance  of  these  great  objects. 

Tbe  sending  as  soon  as  possible  of  such  forces  and  stores  as  Congress 
shall  think  proper  is  of  the  greatest  consequence.  Of  equal  importluce 
are  the  means  of  securing  their  arrival  at  their  place  of  destination 
with  all  thesecurity  which  circumstances  will  allow.  It  is  then  desirable 
sir,  that  you  would  have  the  kindness  to  persuade  the  Count  de  Grasse 
to  be  pleased  to  take  them  on  board  of  his  squadron  and  to  conduct 
them  under  his  convoy  to  South  Carolina  or  Georgia;  and  the  deputies 
of  Congress  have  desired  me  to  make  this  request  of  you.  I  have 
answered  them,  in  consequence  of  the  communications  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  make  to  me,  that  you  had  already  made  some  overtures 
to  that  commander  in  relation  to  the  operations  in  which  he  might 
engage,  and  that  you  were  now  expecting  his  answer. 

The  interests  of  our  sovereigns,  sir,  are  so  closely  connected,  the 
independence  and  welfare  of  united  America  are  objects  so  dear  and  so 
important  to  you,  that  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  use  all  efforts  to  secure 
a  compliance  with  the  requests  which  1  have  the  honor  to  make  of  you 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  my  master,  and  on  the  success  of  which 
depends,  in  a  great  degree,  the  success  of  the  general  operations  of  the 
allied  powers, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Don  Juan  de  Miralles. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  November  26, 1779. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  of  com- 
municating to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  a  letter  of  Don  Juan 
de  Miralles,  containing  sundry  jjropositions  which  appear  to  him  to  de- 
serve the  most  serious  attention.  Although  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
has  no  instructions  from  his  Catholic  majesty,  he  is  too  sensible  of  the 
good  understanding  and  intimate  connection  subsisting  between  the 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid  not  to  recommend  these  overtures  in 
the  most  pressing  manner  to  the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  great  design  is  to  act  against  the  common  enemy,  and  the  more 

*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  fw7. 
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pains  that  are  taken  to  unite  tlie  strokes  aimed  against  them  the  more 
certain  will  be  their  effects.  As  to  what  regards  the  concurrence  of  the 
royal  fleet  in  the  operations  i>roposed,  the  underwritten  has  the  honor 
to  observe  that  he  is  entirely  uninformed  touching  the  part  it  will  be 
able  to  take.  lie  has,  however,  written  a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Grasse, 
which  that  commander  will  receive  on  his  arrival  at  Hampton.  As  soou 
as  the  underwritten  shall  have  received  an  answer  and  the  necessary 
information  he  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating 
them  to  such  of  the  delegates  as  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  appoint. 

Luzerne. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.  * 

Paris,  November  30,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  my  last,  of  the  Cth  and  25th,  some  material 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  British  ministry.  Lord  Bathurst  is 
made  lord  president  of  the  council ;  Lord  Hillsborough,  secretary  of 
state;  and  Lord  Carlisle  first  lord  of  trade.  Lord  Gower  and  Lord 
Weymouth  are  out. 

I  communicate  this  change  to  you,  because  it  marks  the  entire  ascen- 
dency of  that  influence  which  began  this  war,  and  which  will  assuredly 
continue  it  to  every  extremity.  The  two  ex-ministers  are  chiefs  of  the 
Bedford  party,  which  of  late  has  been  for  peace  with  us. 

I  know  they  are  using  every  means  with  Kussia  and  the  German  princes 
to  procure  troops  against  you,  but  I  can  not  learn  tha^  they  have  suc- 
ceeded. It  is  impossible  to  say  what  changes  in  the  politics  of  those 
powers  the  very  unexpected  inefificacy  of  this  campaign  may  produce. 
One  thing  is  sure,  that  as  it  conflrms  their  credit,  it  will  suj^ply  them 
with  money  and  enable  them  to  continue  the  war  in  a  manner  that  ap- 
peared impossible  six  months  ago.  New  York  and  Charleston,  if  they 
can  compass  the  possession  of  this  latter,  are  the  strongholds  from 
whence  they  purpose  carrying  continual  desolation  and  distress  through 
all  the  States.  The  driving  them  from  ISTew  York  is  therefore  an  object 
of  the  last  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our  country. 

It  is  certain  that  Holland  will  remain  neuter,  and  under  that  neutral- 
ity furnish  us  supplies,  and  I  hope  free  from  that  unexampled  extor- 
tion in  price  and  imposition  in  quality  to  which  we  have  been  subject 
from  other  quarters. 

I  still  wait  here  for  instructions,  and  must  repeat  to  Congress  that 
the  refusal  of  Dr.  Franklin  to  furnish  any  money  for  my  expenses  should 
I  go  to  Spain  makes  it  necessary,  if  I  am  to  serve,  that  some  other 
means  of  supplying  me  should  be  adopted;  and  I  beg  it  may  be  with 
a  sum  fixed,  that  future  discussions  and  disputes  may  be  avoided. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 
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Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  Deeemher  G,  1779. 

Sir  :  The  undersigiied,  minister  pleuipotentiary  of  France,  Las  the 
honor  of  informing  Congress  that  lie  has  received  from  St.  Domingo 
intelligence  of  the  capture  of  the  Greyhound  by  eight  American  sailors. 
He  annexes  a  summarj-  of  some  facts  relativ^e  to  tliis  capture. 

In  the  terms  of  the  intelligence  given  on  the  4th  of  August  of  the 
present  year,  by  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  of  Port  Paix,  "the  eight 
American  sailors,  having  taken  the  said  schooner  without  being  pro- 
vided with  any  commission,  have  been  sent  back  before  Congress,  in 
order  that  this  affair  may  be  decided  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
their  country." 

The  undersigned  minister  is,  then,  desirous  that  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  inform  him  what  use  they  shall  Judge  proper  to  make  of  the 
thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  livres,  ten  sols  which 
remain  in  the  registry  of  the  admiralty  of  Port  Paix;  whether  it  be 
thought  proper  that  this  sum  should  be  remitted  to  the  agent  of  Con- 
gress at  St.  Domingo,  in  order  that  he  may  transmit  it  to  the  eight 
men  interested  in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  fit,  or  whether  Congress 
shall  adopt  an  entirely  different  mode  of  proceeding.  The  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne  will  hasten  to  communicate  to  the  commandants  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo  whatever  resolution  may  have  laeen  adopted,  in 
order  that  they  may,  without  delay,  make  arrangements  accordingly. 
The  undersigned  would  have  wished  to  spare  Congress  the  detail  of 
this  affair  by  addressing  himself  directly  to  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Rhode  Island,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  intentions;  but  the 
intelligence  upon  which  the  order  of  the  general  and  intendant  of  St- 
Domingo  has  intervened  obliges  the  parties  to  come  before  Congress; 
besides,  this  form  is  the  best  adapted  to  prevent  all  delays,  and  to 
cause  this  money  to  arrive  profuptly  at  the  destination  which  shall  be 

determined  upon. 

Luzerne. 


J.  Adams  to  Franklin. t 

Ferrol,  December  8,  1779. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  excellency  that.  Congress 
having  judged  it  proper  to  appoint  me  to  a  new  mission  in  Europe,  I 
embarked  on  the  13th  of  November,  at  the  instance  of  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne  and  M.  Gerard,  on  board  the  same  frigate  that  carried 
me  to  America.  Soon  after  we  got  to  sea  a  formidable  leak  in  the  ship 
discovered  itself,  so  as  to  oblige  us  to  keep  two  pumps  constantly  going 
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by  night  and  day,  which  induced  the  captain  to  think  it  necessary  to 
put  into  this  place,  where  we  have  just  now  cast  anchor.  Whether  I 
shall  go  to  Paris  by  laud  or  wait  for  the  frigate  is  uncertain ;  I  believe 
the  former,  as  the  latter  might  detain  me  four  or  five  weeks.  I  have 
dispatches  for  your  excellency  from  Congress,  which  I  shall  carry  with 
me,  and  newspapers.  These  latter  contain  little  remarkable  save  the 
evacuation  of  Ehode  Island  by  the  enemy,  and  the  Count  d'Estaing's 
progress  in  Georgia,  in  cooperation  with  General  Lincoln,  which  was 
in  a  fair  course  of  success. 

I  hope  the  Confederacy,  which  sailed  from  Philadelphia  three  or  four 
weeks  before  us,  with  M,  Gerard  and  Mr.  Jay,  who  is' appointed  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  for  Spain,  has  happily  arrived,  and  made  it  unnec- 
essary for  me  to  enlarge  upon  the  general  state  of  affairs  in  America, 
which  were  upon  the  whole  in  a  favorable  train.  I  hope  to  have  the 
honor  of  saluting  you  at  Passy  in  a  few  weeks. 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

PAt^SY,  December  8,  1779. 

Sir  :  As  Baron  de  Holtzendorff  has  thought  fit  to  trouble  your  ex- 
cellency with  a  memorial  to  me  relating  to  his  affairs,  and  complains 
highly,  as  I  understand,  of  the  Congress  and  of  me,  I  beg  leave  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  a  few  circumstances  in  our  vindication,  most  of  which 
I  have  from  himself  in  one  of  his  former  papers. 

Mr.  Deaue,  soon  after  his  arrival  here,  is  said  to  have  encouraged, 
upon  strong  recommendations  made  to  him,  a  great  number  of  officers 
to  go  over  to  x\merica,  advancing  them  money  to  bear  their  expenses 
thither  and  giving  them  expectations  of  commissions  and  employ  in 
our  armies,  conceiving  that  he  should  thereby  serve  his  country.  As 
the  Congress  had  given  no  orders  for  this  operation,  had  no  expectation 
of  the  arrival  of  such  a  number  of  oflicers,  nor  any  vacancies  in  their 
armies  to  place  them  in,  it  occasioned  a  great  embarrassment.  Mr. 
Deane,  who  was  not  at  the  time  a  minister  of  Congress,  but  agent  only 
for  the  committee  of  commerce,  was  disavowed,  and  his  proceedings, 
without  authority,  declared  not  binding  on  the  Congress.  But  it  was, 
however,  resolved  that  the  thanks  of  Congress  should  be  given  to  the 
gentlemen  for  their  zeal  in  passing  to  America  to  offer  their  services  to 
the  United  States,  and  that  their  expenses  in  coming  and  returning  should 
be  paid.  Baron  Holtzendorff,  however,  they  seem  to  have  had  some 
intention  of  retaining,  for  they  gave  him  a  commission  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  sent  him  to  the  Army,  probably  with  a  purpose  of  placing 
him  when  there  should  be  a  convenient  vacancy. 
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A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  December  8,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  houor  of  trausmitting  to  you  the  King  of 
England's  speech  to  his  Parliament,  and  a  memorial  from  his  ambassa- 
dor at  The  Hague,  demanding  assistance  from  the  United  Provinces.    It 
is  not  probable  he  will  obtain  it. 

The  speech  shows,  what  I  before  wrote  you  was  resolved  in  the  Brit- 
ish cabinet,  a  determination  to  continue  the  war.  His  total  silence 
about  alliances  seems  as  if  he  had  not  formed  any,  which  I  believe  to 
be  the  fact. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.! 

The  Hague,  December  9,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  16th  and  17th  of  iSTovember,  the  French  ambas- 
sador having  given  us  a  naeeting  at  Amsterdam,  apprised  us  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  king,  to-wit,  that  the  cruise  should  terminate  at  the  Texel, 
and  that  the  prizes  should  be  conducted  into  France  by  two  French 
captains  of  the  squadron.  Captain  Jones,  on  his  part,  had  an  order 
from  Dr.  Franklin  to  go  on  board  the  Alliance.  On  the  18th  and  19th 
we  returned  to  the  Texel.  The  following  days  we  effected  these  changes. 
The  Dutch  vice-admiral  (a  decided  tory,  who  had  succeeded  the  brave 
Captain  Riemersma,  a  good  republican  and  a  friend  to  the  Americans) 
perceived  it,  and  disturbed  us  very  much,  particularly  after  having 
received  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  November  and  the  instructions 
of  his  court  on  this  subject. 

Every  day  he  pressed  and  threatened  us,  though  the  wind  was  always 
contrary.  On  the  24th  of  ISTovember,  among  others,  the  officer  second 
in  command  came  to  read  to  us  a  paper,  which  he  afterwards  put  in  his 
pocket.  I  had  anticipated  the  contents,  and  made  on  my  part  a  writ- 
ing which  I  likewise  read  to  him,  as  follows: 

"  The  commodore  loses  not  a  moment  in  providing  for  his  departure 
with  the  first  good  wind  in  his  vessel  the  Alliance,  and  he  will  give  the 
signal  for  departure  to  the  others,  which  will  follow  him  if  they  can. 
He  thinks  he  can  not  give  a  stronger  proof  of  his  respect  for  the  reso- 
lution of  their  high  mightinesses.  Thus  the  threats  of  the  vice-admiral 
are  superfluous,  and  against  the  very  terms  of  this  resolution  of  their 
high  mightinesses.  He  can  not  go  on  board  any  other  vessel  than  the 
Alliance  without  counteracting  the  designs  of  his  superiors. 

"  As  to  the  prizes,  the  placard  of  1756,  and  of  course  the  designs  of 
their  high  mightinesses,  are  scrupulously  observed,  in  that  they  have 
not  disposed  of  or  changed  anything,  and  that  when  they  depart  they 
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may  be  recaptured.  I  require  for  the  future  every  order  or  threat  in 
writing,  iu  order  to  send  copies  to  the  general  Congress  and  to  Dr. 
Franklin." 

November  28. — Having  sent  again  to  hasten  us,  I  made  hira  confess 
with  a  loud  voice,  in  presence  of  our  crew  and  of  his  own  rowers,  that 
he  required  an  impossibility ;  a  declaration  which  J  made  the  pilot  sign 
afterwards.    Then  he  let  us  alone  during  ten  days. 

Decemher  8. — The  wind  appearing  favorable,  his  officer  found  us  ready 
to  depart;  but  the  wind  changing,  it  was  necessary  to  cast  anchor 
again  after  it  had  been  already  weighed. 

By  the  extract  of  the  resolution  of  the  26th  November'  you  will  see, 
gentlemen,  that  the  stadtholder  had  taken  on  himself  to  apply  to  the 
Alliance  only  what  had  been  resolved  in  regard  to  the  whole  squadron, 
and  especially  to  the  prizes,  that  the  States-General  have  approved  it, 
and  that  thus  they  have  thought  they  might  dispense  with  consulting 
the  province  of  Holland  on  this  new  case.  They  are  not  content  with 
this  arbitrary  procedure,  and  will  make  new  protests,  copies  of  which 
they  have  promised  to  furnish  me.  The  others,  on  their  side,  appear  to 
think  that  they  have  gone  too  far,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  letter  of  the 
vice-admiral,  which  certainly  is  not  written  without  order.  As  to  the 
arrangement  made  on  the  IGth  and  17th,  I  suspend  my  opinion  till  I  see 
where  the  whole  will  end.  But  I  highly  applauded  Mr.  Jones  for  having 
answered  the  Dutch  admiral  as  he  did. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs. " 

December  10,  1779, 
Gentlemen:  The  following  intelligence  will  show  in  what  manner 
the  States-General  have  proceeded  respecting  Sir  Joseph  Yoike's  de- 
mand for  the  seizure  of  Paul  Jones'  prizes : 

Leyden,  Noveinhe',"  25. 

The  publicity  of  the  claims  which  Sir  J.  Yorke,  ambassador  of  Great  Britain,  has 
made  by  order  of  his  court  on  the  occasion  of  the  entry  of  Paul  Jones  with  his  prizes 
into  the  road  of  the  Texel  having  excited  the  attention  of  Europe  to  this  affair,  on 
which  subject  the  spirit  of  party  on  both  sides  has  sjiread  sundry  unfounded  reports, 
we  think  ourselves  under  obligation  to  communicate  to  our  readers  the  definitive  reso- 
lution which  the  States-General  took  iu  relation  to  it  last  Friday  ;  a  resolution  which 
reconciles  the  most  scrupulous  obligations  of  neutrality  with  the  friendship  which 
subsists  between  Great  Britain  and  this  republic.     Here  is  the  translation  of  it: 

"  Wednesday,  Novemhcr  19,  1779. — Having  deliberated  by  resolution  on  the  memorial 
presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  his 
majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  their  high  mightinesses,  on  the  29th  of  last  month, 
to  renew,  in  pursuance  of  the  precise  orders  of  his  said  majesty,  the  most  urgent 
instances  for  the  seizure  and  restitution  of  two  of  the  king's  ships,  Serapis  and  Coinitess 
of  Scarborough,  as  well  as  for  the  release  of  their  crews,  which  a  certain  Paul  Jones 
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had  seized,  as  is  more  fully  related  in  the  registers  under  date  of  the  29th  of  last 
month,  it  has  been  resolved  and  determined  to  answer  the  aforesaid  luemorial  of  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke  that  upon  the  reiterated  instances  which  tlie  ambassador  has  made,  by 
order  of  his  court,  for  the  seizure  and  restitution  of  the  ships  Serapis  and  Coimtess  of 
Scarborough,  as  well  as  for  the  release  of  the  crews  of  said  Tessels,  which  a  certain 
Paul  Jones  has  taken,  and  with  which  he  has  entered  into  the  road  of  the  Texel,  their 
high  mightinesses  have  repeatedly  taken  into  mature  consideration  all  the  circum- 
stances of  this  atl'air,  and  they  find  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  his 
majesty  to  consent  that  their  high  mightinesses  should  jiersist  in  their  ancient  maxim, 
which  is  that,  without  interfering  in  any  decision  upon  the  legality  or  illegality  of 
prizes  brought  into  their  ports  they  should  compel  them  to  put  to  sea,  their  high 
mightinesses  judging  that  this  maxim  itself  is  founded  on  treaties. 

"  But  for  evident  proof  that  they  do  not  desire  that  any  supplies  may  be  furnished 
from  this  country  tO  the  inhabitants  of  his  majesty's  American  Colonies,  they  gave 
orders  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Paul  Jones  that  he  should  not  be  furnished  with 
any  munitions  of  war  or  other  articles,  except  those  of  which  he  would  have  need  in 
order  to  put  to  sea  and  reach  the  nearest  port  in  which  he  might  be  admitted.  That 
their  high  mightinesses  will  also  give  orders  that  he  set  sail  as  soon  as  his  vessels  can 
"^tit  to  sea  and  when  wind  and  weather  will  permit,  and  even  will  compel  him,  in 
case  it  should  be  required.  That  their  high  mightinesses  are  assured  that  it  will  be 
evident  thereby  that  they  persist  invariably  in  the  declaration  made  to  his  majesty, 
'that  they  desire  to  do  nothing  from  which  it  mght  lawfully  be  inferred  that  they 
recognize  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  of  his  majesty  in  America  ; '  and  that  they 
grant  to  Paul  Jones  neither  supplies  nor  harbor,  but  that,  following  solely  the  treat- 
ment which  they  have  at  all  times  been  accustomed  to  give  to  those  who  come  into 
their  roads  to  obtain  for  a  time  shelter  against  the  disasters  of  the  sea,  they  do  not 
concern  themselves  with  what  passes  on  the  sea  ;  and  without  taking  cognizance  of 
it,  they  leave  and  cause  to  be  restored  everything  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  a  short 
time  before  the  vessels  c;ime  into  the  country.  That  their  high  mightinesses  flatter 
themselves  that  his  majesty  and  the  English  nation,  for  whom  their  high  mighti- 
nesses have  all  i>ossible  respect,  will  be  satisfied  with  these  dispositions,  without  in- 
sisting further  on  the  claim  they  have  made. 

"That  an  extract  from  the  resolution  of  their  high  mightinesses  will  be  sent  to  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke  by  the  agent,  Vander  Burch  de  Spieriuxhoek. 

"That,  moreover,  directions  shall  be  given  to  the  college  of  admiralty  at  Amster- 
dam to  cause  it  to  be  signified  and  made  known  to  Paul  Jones  that  their  high  mighti- 
nesses are  assured  that,  having  only  put  in  to  place  his  injured  vessels  in  shelter  from 
the  dangers  of  the  sea,  there  has  been  sufficient  time  to  put  them  in  condition  for 
sea,  and  that  consequently  they  desire  that  he  should  make  sail  as  soon  as  possible, 
when  the  wind  and  weather  shall  be  favorable,  and  withdraw  from  this  country, 
forasmuch  as  their  high  mightinesses  can  not  permit  him  to  continue  here  and  as  the 
season  of  winter,  whch  is  approaching,  may  create  greater  inconveniences  in  this 
respect ;  so  that  to  avoid  them  it  is  necessary  that  he  allow  no  favorable  opportunity 
to  escape  of  putting  to  sea.  That  this  is  the  serious  intention  of  their  high  mighti- 
nesses, and  that  they  can  not  delay;  but  if  he  should  not  comply,  it  would  oblige 
them  to  take  measures  that  would  not  be  agreeable  to  him. 

"That,  however,  to  allow  no  mistake  on  this  point  and  to  prevent  delays,  his 

serene  highness  will  be  required,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  to  give  orders  to  Vice- 

Admiral  Eeynst,  or  to  the  otificer  commanding  in  the  roadstead  of  the  Texel,  to  effect 

with  all  possible  discretion  that  the  aforesaid  Paul  Jones  depart  with  his  prizes  as 

soon  as  wind  and  weather  will  permit;  not  to  admit  any  delay  in  this  respect  that 

the  nature  of  the  case  does  not  require,  and  to  provide,  if  need  be,  by  all  suitable 

means,  not  excepting  force,  that  the  orders  of  their  high  mightinesses  be  executed  in 

the  roadstead." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Ferrol,  December  11, 1770. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  on  the  13th  of  Novem* 
ber  I  embarked  on  board  the  French  frigate  La  Sensible,  and  on  the 
14th  came  on  board  Mr,  Francis  Dana,  the  secretary  to  my  commission, 
when  we  fell  down  to  King's  Eoads,  and  on  the  loth  sailed  for  France. 

A  leak  was  soon  discovered  in  the  ship,  which  obliged  us  to  ply  the 
pumps  ;  as  itseemed  a  steady  leak,  it  gave  little  alarm  at  first,  but  contin- 
uing to  increase  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  two  pumps  incessantly  nee- 
essary  night  and  day,  obliging  the  passengers  to  take  their  turns  in  com- 
mon with  the  ship's  people,  the  captain  judged  it  necessary  to  make  the 
first  port  he  could  find.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  December,  we  happily 
discovered  Cape  Finisterre,  and  on  the  8th  arrived  in  the  magnificent 
Spanish  port  of  Ferrol,  where  we  found  a  squadron  of  French  ships  of 
the  line,  the  officers  of  which  think  we  were  very  happy  in  making  this 
port,  as  the  frigate,  since  she  has  been  in  this  harbor,  is  found  to  make 
seven  or  eight  feet  of  water  an  hour. 

The  advice  of  all  of  the  gentlemen  here  is  to  make  the  best  of  my  way 
to  Paris  by  land,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  that  the  frigate  will  be 
condemned,  but  if  not,  she  certainly  will  not  be  ready  to  sail  again  from 
this  port  in  less  than  four  or  five  weeks. 

This  is  unfortunate  to  me,  because,  by  all  the  information  I  can  ob 
tain,  traveling  in  this  kingdom  is  attended  with  many  difficulties  and 
delays,  as  well  as  a  very  great  expense,  there  being  no  regular  posts,  as 
in  France,  and  no  i)0ssibility  of  passing  over  the  mountainous  part  of 
this  country  in  carriages. 

I  find  there  has  been  no  engagement  in  the  European  seas  between 
the  English  and  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain,  as  was  re- 
ported in  America.  There  has  been  an  epidemic  sickness  on  board  the 
French  fleet,  which  obliged  them  to  return  rather  sooner  than  was  in- 
tended. There  are  twenty-five  Spanish  ships  of  the  line  in  Brest  har- 
bor with  the  French.  It  is  reported  that  M.  du  Chauffault  is  appointed 
commander-in-chief  of  the  French  fleet,  and  that  the  Count  d'Orvilliers 
has  retired. 

Captain  Jones  has  done  another  brilliant  action,  by  taking  a  forty- 
four-gun  ship  after  an  obstinate  engagement,  which  he  carried  into  the 
Texel ;  but  I  can  not  learn  the  particulars  with  much  certainty  or  ex- 
actness. 

I  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  attention  and  politeness  since 
my  arrival  in  this  place  both  by  the  Spanish  and  French  officers,  par- 
ticularly by  the  Spanish  lieutenant-general  of  marine,  Don  Joseph  St. 
Vincent,  who  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  marine  ;  by  M.  de  Sade,  the 
French  chef  iVescadre  ;  and  by  the  French  consul  and  vice-consul,  who 
have  all  obligingly  offered  me  every  assistance  in  their  power. 
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1  sliall  endeavor  to  "iuforui  Oougress  of  every  step  of  iiiy  i)rogress  as 
I  may  find  opportuuity. 

I  have  heard  notbing  as  yet  which  makes  it  probable  to  me  that  I 
shall  have  any  thing  to  do  openly  and  directly  in  pursuance  of  my  com- 
mission very  speedily.  There  is  a  confused  rumor  here  of  a  media- 
tion of  Russia  and  Holland,  but  I  am  persuaded  without  foundation. 
It  seems  to  be  much  more  certain  that  the  English  continue  in  their  old- 
ill  humor  and  insolent  language,  notwithstanding  their  impotence  grows 
every  day  more  apparent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

The  Hague,  December  11,  1779. 
Gentlemen  :  I  send  you  the  following  intelligence  relating  to  further 
proceedings  in  regard  to  Captain  Paul  Jones  : 

Circumstances  baviug  changed  in  regard  to  the  squadron  of  Paul  Jones  in  the 
Texel,  the  States-Geueral  have  thought  proper  to  suspend  the  effect  of  their  resolution 
of  the  19th  of  November  by  another,  which  their  high  mightinesses  adopted  on  the  26th 
of  the  same  month.  It  appears  that  on  the  4th  instant  they  received  a  letter  from 
the  prince  stadtholder,  in  which  his  serene  highness  informs  them  "  that,  conform- 
ably to  their  said  resolution  of  the  19th  of  November,  he  had  sent  the  necessary  orders 
to  Vice-Admiral  Keynst,  commanding  in  the  road  of  the  Texel,  that  he  woukl  con- 
duct with  all  possible  discretion,  and  that  he  would  effect  by  all  suitable  means,  not 
excepting  even  force,  that  Paul  Jones  should  put  to  sea  with  the  vessels  under  his 
command  and  with  his  prizes.  But  that  after  Paul  Jones  had  declared  he  was  ready 
to  obey  the  orders  of  their  high  mightinesses,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  should  be  in  a  con- 
dition he  would  profit  by  the  first  occasion  to  take  the  sea,  it  happened  on  the  25th 
of  November  that  Vice-Admiral  Reynst,  having  sent  Captain  Van  Overmeer  on  board 
the  Sera2)is  to  notify  again,  in  the  most  formal  manner,  the  commanding  officer  that 
he  must  be  provided  with  a  pilot  and  depart  with  the  first  favorable  wind,  he  was 
answered  that  this  vessel  was  no  longer  commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  but  by  the  French 
captain,  Cottineau  de  Cosgelin,  who  had  talven  possession  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
France."  The  prince  stadtholder  referred,  besides,  to  tbe  letter  itself  of  Vice-Admi- 
ral Reynst,  as  well  as  to  the  pieces  thereto  annexed  ;  and  his  serene  liighness  added, 
"that  in  awaiting  the  final  orders  of  their  high  mightinesses  he  had  provisionally 
written  to  Vice-Admiral  Reynst  not  to  use  force  till  further  orders  in  regard  to  those 
vessels  whose  commanders  should  prove  that  they  were  provided  with  a  commission 
from  the  King  of  France,  the  preceding  orders  remaining,  nevertheless,  in  their  full 
force  in  regard  to  the  Alliance,  actually  commanded  by  Paul  Jones ;  "  and  that  he  at 
the  same  time  charged  the  above-named  vice-admiral  "  to  take  care  that,  conform- 
ably to  the  placard  of  their  high  mightinesses  of  the  3d  of  November,  1756,  none  of  the 
prisoners  who  were  not  brought  into  the  road  on  board  said  ship  Alliance  should  be 
carried  away  in  this  ship,"  his  serene  highness  flattering  himself  that  their  high 
mightinesses  would  approve  his  proceedings  in  this  business.  Upon  which  their  high 
mightinesses,  having  deliberated,  immediately  thanked  the  prince  stadtholder  for  the 
communication  that  his  serene  highness  had  made,  and  approved  in  all  respects  his 
procedure  in  the  affair  of  which  he  had  written  them,  reserving  to  themselves  a  further 
deliberation  in  the  part  to  be  taken  on  this  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.,  _ 

Dumas. 
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Lovell  et  al.,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Henry  Laurens." 

Philadelphia,  December  11,  1779, 
Sir  :  By  the  enclosed  resolves  of  Congress  you  will  find  that  we  are 
become  more  dependent  upon  your  vigorous  exertions  for  the  ameliora- 
tion of  our  currency,  than  you  perhaps  expected  when  you  left  Phila- 
delphia. We  think  it  of  so  much  importance  that  you  should  be  early 
apprised  of  the  measures  determined  upon  respecting  bills  of  exchange, 
that  we  do  not  choose  to  omit  this  good  opportunity  of  conveying  them, 
though  unattended  with  a  full  explanation  of  the  reasons  which  urge 
Congress  to  draw,  more  especially  as  you  are  so  well  enlightened  by 
your  late  presence  in  that  assembly. 

We  are,  with  every  wish  for  your  prosperity,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 
Robert  R.  Livingston. 
William  Houston. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Dumas. t 

Alliance,  December  13,  1779. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  receive  your  esteemed  favor  from  Amsterdam. 
I  leave  the  enclosed  letter  for  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin  open  for 
your  perusal,  and  I  also  send  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Due  de  la 
Vauguyon.  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  remarks  on  both.  The  occasion 
that  produced  them  was  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  happened  to 
me,  and  language  can  not  express  my  astonishment  at  so  unworthy  a 
proposition.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 
I  am,  in  cool  blood,  yours, 

John  Paul  Jones. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Franklin.  { 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  13, 1779. 
Hon.  and  Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  excellency's  orders  of  the  6th  current  respecting  the  prisoners 
taken  in  merchant  ships  and  at  present  on  board  the  Alliance.  And  I 
hope  that  the  within  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon  will 
meet  your  approbation  ;  for  I  am  persuaded  that  it  could  never  be  your 

intention  or  wish  that  I  should  be  made  the  fool  to  any  great  E 

whatsoever,  or  that  the  commission  ot  America  should  be  overlaid  by 
the  dirty  piece  of  parchment  which  I  have  this  day  rejected !  They 
have  played  upon  my  good  nature  too  long  already;  but  the  spell  is  at 
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last  (lissolveil.  They  would  play  me  oft'  with  assurauces  of  the  personal 
aud  i)articular  esteem  of  the  king,  to  induce  me  to  do  what  would  render 
me  contemptible  even  in  the  eyes  of  my  own  servants.  Accustomed 
to  speak  untruths  themselves,  they  would  also  have  me  give,  under  my 
hand,  that  I  am  liar  and  a  scoundrel!  They  are  mistaken,  aud  I  could 
tell  them  what  you  did  your  naughty  servant,  "  We  have  too  contempt- 
ible au  opinion  of  one  another's  understanding  to  live  together."  I 
could  tell  them,  too,  that  if  M.  de  C had  not  taken  such  sage  pre- 
caution to  keep  me  honest  by  means  of  his  famous  concordat,  and  to 
support  me  by  means  of  so  many  able  colleagues,  these  great  men  would 
not  now  have  been  reduced  tot^uch  mean  shifts,  for  the  prisoners  would 
have  been  landed  at  Dunkirk  the  day  that  I  entered  the  Texel,  and  I 
should  have  brought  in  double  the  numbers. 

We  hear  that  the  enemy  still  keeps  a  squadron  cruising  oft"  here ;  but 
this  shall  not  prevent  my  attempts  to  depart  whenever  the  wind  will 
permit.  I  hope  we  have  recovered  the  trim  of  this  ship,  which  was 
entirely  lost  during  the  last  cruise ;  and  I  do  not  much  fear  the  enemy 
in  the  long  and  dark  nights  of  this  season.  The  ship  is  well  manned 
aud  shall  not  be  given  away. 

I  have  sent  to  Congress  three  copies  of  my  late  transactions  in  Europe 
down  to  the  7th  of  this  mouth,  and  M.  Dumas  has  undertaken  to  forward 
them. 

I  need  not  tell  you  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  take  prisoners  and  prizes 
in  my  way  from  hence. 

I  am  ever,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  lively  aft'ection  and  esteem, 
your  excellency's  most  obliged  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Paul  Jones. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Vauguyon.* 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  13,  1779. 
My  Lord:  Perhaps  there  are  many  men  in  the  world  who  would 
esteem  as  an  honor  the  commissiou  that  I  have  this  day  refused.  My 
rank  from  the  beginning  knew  no  superior  in  the  marine  of  America; 
how,  then,  must  I  be  humbled  were  I  to  accept  a  letter  of  marque!  I 
should,  my  lord,  esteem  myself  inexcusable  were  I  to  accept  even  a 
commission  of  equal  or  superior  denomination  with  that  I  bear,  unless 
I  were  previously  authorized  either  by  Congress  or  some  other  com- 
petent authority  in  Europe ;  and  1  must  tell  you  that  on  my  arrival  at 
Brest  from  my  expedition  in  the  Irish  channel  Count  d'Orvilliers 
ofteredto  procure  for  me  from  court  a  commission  of  capitaine  des  vais- 
seaux,  which  I  did  not  then  accept  for  the  same  reason,  although  the 
war  between  France  and  England  was  not  then  begun,  and  of  course 
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the  commi8siou  of  France  would  have  protected  me  from  an  enemy  of 
superior  force. 

It  is  a  matter  of  the  highest  astonishment  to  mo  that,  after  so  many 
compliments  and  fair  professions,  the  court  shoukl  offer  the  present 
insult  to  my  understanding  and  suppose  me  capable  of  disgracing  my 
present  commission.  I  confess  that  I  have  not  merited  all  the  praise 
that  has  been  bestowed  on  my  past  conduct,  but  I  also  feel  that  I  have 
far  less  merited  such  a  reward.  Where  profession  and  practice  are  so 
opposite,  I  am  no  longer  weak  enough  to  form  a  wrong  conclusion. 
They  may  think  as  they  please  of  me,  for  where  I  can  not  continue  my 
esteem  praise  or  censure  from  any  man  is  to  me  matter  of  indifference. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  them,  however,  for  having  at  least  fairly  opened 
my  eyes  and  enabled  me  to  discover  truth  from  falsehood. 

The  prisoners  shall  be  delivered  agreeable  to  the  orders  which  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  to  send  me  from  his  excellency  the  American 
ambassador  in  France. 

I  will  also,  with  great  pleasure,  not  only  permit  a  part  of  my  seamen 
to  go  on  board  the  ships  under  your  excellency's  orders,  but  I  will  also 
do  my  utmost  to  prevail  with  them  to  embark  freely,  and  if  I  can,  now 
or  hereafter,  by  any  other  honorable  means  facilitate  the  success  or  the 
honor  of  his  majesty's  arms,  pledge  myself  to  you,  as  his  ambassador, 
that  none  of  his  own  subjects  would  bleed  in  his  cause  with  greater 
freedom  than  myself,  an  American. 

It  gives  me  more  pain,  my  lord,  to  write  this  letter,  because  the  court 
has  enjoined  you  to  propose  what  would  destroy  my  peice  of  mind  and 
my  future  veracity  in  the  opinion  of  the  world. 

When,  icith  the  consent  of  the  court  and  by  order  of  the  American 
ambassador,  I  gave  American  commissions  to  French  officers,  I  did  not 
till  up  these  commissions  to  command  privateers,  nor  even  for  a  rank 
equal  to  that  of  their  commissions  in  the  marine  of  France;  they  were 
promoted  to  a  rank  far  mperior.  And  why  ?  Not  from  personal 
friendship,  nor  from  my  knowledge  of  their  services  or  abilities  (the 
men  and  their  characters  being  entire  strangers  to  me),  but  from  the 
respect  which  I  believed  America  would  wish  to  show  for  the  service 
of  France.  While  I  remained  eight  months,  seemingly  forgotten  by 
the  court,  at  Brest,  many  commissions  such  as  that  in  question  were 
offered  to  me,  and  I  believe  (when  I  am  in  pursuit  of  plunder)  I  can 
still  obtain  such  a  one  without  application  to  court. 

I  hope,  my  lord,  that  my  behavior  through  life  will  ever  entitle  me 
to  the  continuance  of  your  good  wishes  and  opinion,  and  that  you  will 
take  occasion  to  make  mention  of  the  warm  and  personal  affection  with 
which  my  heart  is  impressed  toward  his  majesty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Paul  Jones. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

CoRtTNNA,  December  16,  1779. 

Sir:  By  the  opportunity  of  a  small  vessel  accidentally  in  this  harbor, 
bound  to  Newburyport,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  I 
have  been  detained  by  violent  rains  and  several  accidents  in  Ferrol  un- 
til yesterday,  when  I  set  out  with  my  family  for  this  place,  and  arrived 
last  evening  without  any  accident.  I  awaited  immediately  on  the  gover- 
nor of  the  province  and  on  the  governor  of  the  town,  and  received  many 
civilities  from  both,  and  particularly  from  his  excellency  the  governor 
of  the  province  of  Galacia  an  assurance  that  he  was  not  only  disposed 
l)er8onally  to  render  me  every  hospitality  and  assistance  in  his  power, 
but  that  he  received  expressed  orders  from  his  court  to  treat  all  Amer- 
icans who  should  arrive  here  like  their  best  friends.  These  personages 
were  very  inquisitive  about  American  affairs,  particularly-  the  progress 
of  our  arms  and  the  operations  of  the  Count  d'Estaing,  and  more  par- 
ticularly still  about  the  appointment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  Madrid.  They  requested  his  name,  character,  nativity, 
age,  whether  he  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and  whether  he  had  been 
President,  with  many  other  particulars. 

To  all  these  questions  I  made  the  best  answers  in  my  power;  and 
with  regard  to  his  excellency  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court 
of  Madrid,  I  gave  them  the  most  exact  information,  and  such  a  respect- 
able character  as  the  high  offices  he  has  sustained  and  his  own  personal 
merit  require.  It  is  the  prevailing  opinion  here  that  the  court  of  Mad- 
rid is  well  disposed  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  (Tnited  States,  and 
that  the  minister  from  Congress  will  be  immediately  received,  Ameri- 
can independence  acknowledged,  and  a  treaty  concluded.  The  frigate 
La  Sensible  is  found  to  be  in  so  bad  a  condition,  that  I  am  advised  by 
everybody-  to  go  to  France  by  land.  The  season,  the  roads,  the  accom- 
modations for  traveling  are  so  unfavorable,  that  it  is  not  expected  I  can 
get  to  Paris  in  less  than  thirty  days.  But  if  I  were  to  wait  for  the  frig- 
ate, it  would  probably  be  much  longer.  I  am  determined,  therefore, 
to  make  the  best  of  my  way  by  land.  And  it  is  possible  that  this  jour- 
ney may  prove  of  some  service  to  the  public,  although  it  will  be  tedious 
and  expensive  to  me— at  least  1  hope  the  public  will  sustain  no  loss 
by  it. 

There  are  six  battalions  of  Irish  troops  in  Spain,  in  three  regiments, 
several  of  whose  officers  have  visited  me  to  assure  me  of  their  respects 
to  the  United  States.  I  have  been  this  afternoon  to  the  Tower  de  Fer 
to  see  the  Island  of  Cezarga,  which  was  rendered  famous  in  the  course 
of  the  last  summer  by  being  appointed  the  rendezvous  of  the  French 
and  Spanish  fleets.  The  French  fleet  arrived  at  this  island  on  the  9th 
of  June  last,  but  were  not  joined  by  the  Spanish  fleet  from  Ferrol  till 
some  time  in  July,  nor  by  the  fleet  from  Cadiz  till  much  later,  so  that 
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the  combined  fleets  were  not  able  to  sail  for  the  English  channel  nntil 
the  30th  of  Jnly.  To  prevent  a  similar  inconvenience  another  cam- 
paign, there  are  about  twenty-live  Spanish  ships  of  the  line  now  in 
Brest,  which  are  to  winter  there,  and  to  be  ready  to  sail  Avith  the  French 
fleets  the  approaching  summer  at  the  first  opening  of  the  season. 

God  grant  them  success  and  triumph,  although  no  man  wishes  for 
peace  more  sincerely  than  I,  or  would  take  more  pleasure,  or  think 
himself  more  highly  honored,  in  being  instrumental  in  bringing  it  about, 
yet  I  confess  I  see  no  prospect  or  hope  of  it,  at  least  before  the  end  of 
another  summer.  America  will  be  amused  with  rumors  of  peace  and 
Europe  too,  but  the  English  are  not  yet  in  a  temper  for  it. 

The  court  of  Russia  has  lately  changed  its  ambassador  at  the  court 
of  London,  and  some  time  in  the  month  of  October,  M.  Simolin,  the 
new  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  court  of  Petersburg  to  the  court 
of  Loudon,  passed  through  France  in  his  way  to  England,  and  resided 
three  weeks  in  Paris.  From  this  circumstance  a  report  has  been  spread 
in  Europe  that  the  court  of  Russia  is  about  to  undertake  the  office  of 
mediator  between  the  belligerent  i)owers.  But  from  conversation  with 
several  persons  of  distinction  since  my  arrival  in  Spain,  particularly 
with  the  Count  de  Sade,  the  chef  d'escadre,  commanding  the  French 
men-of-war  now  in  Ferrol,  I  am  persuaded  that  if  Russia  has  any 
thoughts  of  a  mediation,  the  independence  of  the  United  States  will  be 
insisted  upon  by  her  as  a  preliminary,  and  Great  Britain  will  feel  much 
more  reluctance  to  agree  to  this  than  to  the  cession  of  Gibraltar,  which 
it  is  said  Spain  absolutely  insists  upon. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Huntington,  President  of  Congress,  to  Luzerne.* 

In  Congress,  December  JG,  1779. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  Congress,  in  order  to  testify 
their  attention  to  the  interest  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  appointed  a  com- 
missioner to  confer  with  General  Washington  on  the  subject  of  your 
letter  accompanying  the  representation  of  Don  Juan  de  Miralles;  t  and 
though  from  the  result  of  their  conference  they  have  reason  to  believe 
that  our  grand  army  can  not  be  weakened  while  the  enemy  retain 
their  present  force  at  New  York  without  considerable  danger,  yet  they 
have,  upon  mature  deliberation,  determined  rather  to  incur  that  danger 
than  not  to  comply,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  our  circumstances,  with 
the  views  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  to  whom  they  feel  themselves  bound 
by  that  union  of  interest  which  a  common  enemj^  creates,  by  the  favor- 
able disposition  manifested  by  his  Catholic  majesty  to  these  United 

*  MSS.  Dup.  of  State  ;  fi  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  G59. 
t  See  Luzerne  to  Congress,  Nov  25,  1779..  supra. 


DECEMBER    16,   1779.  429 

States,  and  by  those  ties  which  connect  the  house  of  Bourbon  with  the 
happiness  of  mankind. 

Under  these  impressions  they  have  ordered  a  considerable  detach- 
menu  from  the  grand  army  to  join  the  troops  in  Carolina,  which,  to- 
gether with  the  forces  already  there  or  on  the  way,  will  amount  to 
about  four  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  the  militia  of  the  southern 
States,  whom  Congress  have  called  for  upon  this  occasion.  Congress 
have  also  ordered  three  of  their  frigates  to  Charleston,  to  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  in  that  department. 

This  force  they  conceive  will  make  so  powerful  a  diversion  in  favor 
of  his  Catholic  majesty's  army  as  to  afford  probable  hopes  of  their  be- 
ing crowned  with  success.  You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  any  other  co-op- 
eration with  the  troops  of  Spain  is  impossible  while  Savannah  opposes 
a  barrier  to  a  junction  of  our  force.  This,  from  its  present  strength,  it 
will  not  be  easy  for  us  to  remove  till  a  more  decided  superiority  in  this 
quarter  enables  us  to  transfer  a  greater  proportion  of  our  army  thither. 
Unless,  in  the  mean  time,  the  governor  of  Havana  shall  think  proper  to 
furnish  such  aid  as,  when  joined  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  that  quarter,  will  be  sufficient  to  effect  the  ])urposes  before  men- 
tioned. But  as  Congress  were  desirous  of  extending  their  views  still 
further,  and  conceiving  the  conquest  of  East  Florida  to  be  an  object 
of  great  importance  as  well  1o  his  Catholic  majesty  as  to  these  States, 
they  have  therefore  directed  me  to  inform  you,  and  through  you  Don 
Juan  de  Miralles,  by  whom  the  intentions  of  his  Catholic  majesty  are 
communicated,  that  they  have  given  full  power  to  their  geueral  com- 
manding in  the  southern  department  to  correspond  and  concert  with 
the  governor  of  Havana,  or  any  other  person  or  persons  authorized  by 
his  Catholic  majesty  for  that  purpose,  such  plan  as  can  be  agreed  upon 
between  them  for  carrying  our  views  into  execution, 

I  am,  sir,  directed  further  to  inform  you  that,  though  Congress  can 
not  promise  auy  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  until  the  army  of 
the  United  States  are  supplied,  yet  as  soon  as  that  can  be  done  every 
means  will  be  used  to  furnish  provisions  for  his  Catholic  majesty's 
islands  and  fleet.  But  in  the  mean  time  they  conceive  that  a  large  sup- 
ply of  rice  may  be  afforded  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  while  Con- 
gress will  readily  aid  the  agents  of  Spain  in  procuring  the  same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Samuel  Huntington, 
President. 


A.  Lee  to  Florida  Blanca.* 

Parts,  December  10,  1770. 
Sir:  Your  excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to  permit  my  recalling 
to  your  consideration  what  I  have  already  had  the  honor  of  stating  to 
you,  relative  to  the  plan  of  the  common  enemy  to  establish  themselves 
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in  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  in  order  to  carrj'  on  more  effectually  the 
war  against  the  possessions  of  Spain  in  America  and  against  the  United 
States.  1  have  most  undoubted  intelligence  that  they  are  more  and 
more  determined  on  pursuing  this  plan.  The  good  intentions  ot  Cvyint 
d'Estaing  to  drive  them  from  Georgia  having  unfortunately  failed,  and 
the  departure  of  the  French  fleet  having  left  them  again  a  decided  su- 
periority on  our  coast,  must  give  them  fresh  encouragement  to  prosecute 
their  enterprise,  and  will  render  the  assistance  of  his  Catholic  majesty's 
squadron  at  the  Havana  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  its  succeeding. 
Suffer  me,  therefore,  to  entreat  most  earnestly  your  excellency's  atten- 
tion to  this,  if  other  more  near  and  important  objects  of  the  war  should 
have  hitherto  diverted  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Reynst  to  John  Paul  Jones.* 

Amsterdam,  December  17,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  made  a  request  to  you  yesterday  that  you  would  take  the 
trouble  to  come  on  board  my  vessel,  from  which  you  excused  yourself, 
and  again  this  morning.  I  also  make  request  by  this  present  that  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  how  I  ought  to  consider  the  Alli- 
ance, on  board  of  which  you  are— as  a  vessel  of  the  King  of  France  or  of 
America  ?  In  the  first  case  I  expect  you  will  show  me  the  commission 
of  his  majesty,  and  that  you  will  hoist  the  French  flag  and  pendant, 
confirming  it  with  a  salute  from  your  guns ;  and,  in  the  second  case,  I 
expect  that  you  will  not  neglect  any  opportunity  to  depart  according  to 
the  orders  of  their  high  mightinesses. 

I  am,  sir,  etc, 

P.  E.  Reynst. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Reynst. t 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  17, 1779. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  this  day,  I  must  observe  that  I  have  no  orders  to  hoist  the 
flag  of  France  on  board  the  Alliance ;  nor  can  I  take  upon  me  to  hoist 
in  this  port  any  other  than  American  colors,  unless  I  receive  orders  for 
that  purpose  from  his  excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  esq.. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  my  wish  to  find  a  favorable  opportunity  to 
sail  from  hence,  and  whenever  the  pilot  will  take  upon  him  to  conduct 
this  ship  to  sea  I  will  give  him  my  best  assistance.  Should  I  receive 
new  orders,  I  shall  not  fail  to  communicate  my  situation  to  you. 

John  Paul  Jones. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  292. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  292,  with  verbal  changes. 
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John  Paul  Jones  to  Dumas.* 

Alliance,  Texel,  December  17,  1779. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  to  acknowledge  your  sumlry  kind  favors  from 
Amsterdam.  I  thank  you  for  your  advice,  which  by  my  last,  as  well 
as  the  enclosed,  you  will  see  I  had  followed  before  the  appearance  of 
your  letters.  Let  not  that  circumstance  disquiet  you  ;  because  I  have 
made  myself  some  compliments  on  my  thinking  in  many  points  so  like 
you.    Know  me  always  your  affectionate  friend, 

John  Paul  Jones. 


Livoncourt,  French  Navy  Agent  at  Amsterdam,  to  John  Paul  Jones,  t 

Helder,  Becemher  17,  1779. 

Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  your  politeness  in  communicating  to  me  what 
Vice- Admiral  Keynst  had  written  you.  I  perceive  by  this  letter  that 
you  would  give  great  pleasure  if  you  would  display  the  royal  flag. 
Meanwhile  I  can  make  no  more  entreaty,  if  you  persist  in  not  using  the 
commission  which  1  was  charged  to  send  you.  Eeflect  that  all  the 
French  here  in  the  service  of  the  kiag  have  strongly  at  heart  to  main- 
tain the  republic  in  sentiments  favorable  to  the  allies  of  his  majesty. 
It  is  in  conformity  with  these  views,  and  for  the  good  of  the  common 
cause,  and  only  for  this  transient  object,  that  the  commission,  for  the 
origin  of  which  you  imagine  a  thousand  ill-natured  motives  and  which 
finally  you  refuse  to  accept,  has  been  addressed  to  you. 

You  know  all  that  I  have  had  the  honor  to  say  to  you  on  this  subject 
has  been  as  well  for  your  personal  quiet  as  for  the  honor  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  common  allies. 

I  am  still  at  your  service,  if  you  desire  it,  and  I  will  continue  to  act 
with  the  same  earnestness  as  heretofore  for  the  advantage  of  this  cause 
and  for  your  own  interests.  The  ambassador  has  expressed  to  you  the 
same  sentiments.  My  dispositions  and  lu}-  orders  are  entirely  con- 
formed  thereto. 

I  am,  sir,  etc., 

De  Livoncourt, 


Deane  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

WiLLiAMSBURGH,  December  18,  1779. 
Sir  :  When  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  you  on  the  16th  of 
November  last,  the  order  of  Congress  in  my  favor  on  the  Continental 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  293 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.  293. 
X  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  1  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  15S, 
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treasurer  for  $10,500,  beings  mislaid,  was  not  enclosed.  I  now  take 
the  liberty  to  enclose  it,  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  sin- 
cere respect  and  attachment,  etc., 

Silas  Deane. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Governor  of  Coruuna.  * 

CoRUNNA,  December  18,  1779. 

Mr.  Adams  presents  his  compliments  to  the  governor  of  Corunna, 
and  informs  him,  according  to  his  desire  expressed  last  evening,  that 
the  names  of  the  persons  for  whom  he  requests  a  passport  from  his  ex- 
cellency the  governor  of  this  province,  are  as  follows  : 

John  Adams,  a  minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Francis  Dana,  secretary  to  Mr.  Adams'  commission,  a  member  of 
Congress,  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts  Bay. 

John  Thaxter,  private  secretary  to  Mr.  Adams. 

John  Quincy  Adams,  a  son  of  Mr.  Adams,  about  twelve  years  of  age. 

Charles  Adams,  another  son  of  Mr.  Adams,  nearly  ten  years  of  age. 

Jeremiah  Allen,  of  Boston,  in  Massachusetts,  a  private  gentleman,  ac- 
cidentally in  company;  he  is  a  merchant,  traveling  with  the  view  of  es- 
tablishing a  private  commerce  in  Spain  as  well  as  France. 

Samuel  Cooper  Johonnot,  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age,  a  grandson  of  a 
particular  friend  of  Mr.  Adams  in  Boston,  going  to  Paris  for  an  educa- 
tion in  the  university  there. 

Joseph  Stevens,  a  servant  of  Mr.  Adams. 

John  William  Christian  Frieke,  a  servant  of  Mr,  Dana. 

Andrew  Desmia,  a  servant  of  Mr.  Allen. 

Mr.  Adams  requests  a  passport  for  all  these  persons  to  go  to  Madrid 
and  from  thence  to  Bilboa  and  from  thence  to  Bayonue,  in  their  way 
to  Paris,  with  liberty  at  the  same  time  to  go  directly  to  Bayonne  by 
the  nearest  road  without  going  to  Madrid  or  to  Bilboa,  as  it  is  un- 
certain whether  Mr.  Adams  will  Lave  the  time  to  gratify  his  inclina- 
tion with  the  sight  of  those  cities. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinque,  December  20,  1779. 
Sir  :  This  is  the  only  opportunity  of  transmitting  a  letter  to  Phila- 
delphia since  our  arrival,  and  as  the  route  which  this  is  to  take  will  be 
very  circuitous  and  doubtful,  it  will  be  short  and  general. 


*2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  617. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  124, 
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Having-  lost  our  bowsprit,  all  our  masts,  and  many  of  our  sails,  as 
well  as  split  our  rudder,  off  tbe  banks  of  Newfoundland,  we  steered  for 
ibis  island,  and  arrived  yesterday  afternoon.  The  governor  and  ad- 
miral are  at  Port  Royal.  They  are  informed  of  our  being  here,  and  I 
shall  see  them  either  at  this  or  that  place,  according  as  we  shall  find  it 
to  be  their  intention  to  come  to  the  one  or  remain  at  the  other.  Till 
then  it  must  continue  doubtful  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  a 
passage  in  a  French  frigate  or  speedily  refit  our  own;  neither  of  which 
can  be  done  without  the  interposition  of  government. 

Two  days  hence  a  vessel  will  sail  for  St.  Eustatia.  I  shall  write  more 
particularly  by  her,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  those  letters  will 
come  to  hand  before  this. 

Yesterday  a  lleet  of  twenty-five  merchantmen,  under  the  convoy  of 
a  frigate,  bound  from  France  to  this  place,  were  attacked  on  the  southern 
coast  of  Martinique,  near  Port  Royal,  by  a  number  of  the  enemy's  ships 
of  war  from  St.  Lucia.  Fourteen  merchantmen  were  captured  and  two 
driven  on  shore.  The  rest  escaped  during  a  very  severe  action  between 
three  line-of-battle  ships  under  Monsieur  le  Motte  Piquet  (who  went 
from  Port  Royal  to  their  relief),  and  double  the  number  of  the  enemy. 
This  intelligence  was  communicated  to  me  this  morning  by  the  com- 
manding ofiScer  here. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  R.  Bernstorf,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Denmark.* 

Passy,  December  22,  1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  M.  de  Chezaulx,  consul  of  France 
at  Bergen,  in  Norway,  acquainting  me  that  two  ships,  viz,  the  Betsy 
and  the  Union,  prizes  taken  from  the  English  on  their  coasts  by  Cap- 
tain Landais,  commander  of  the  Alliance  frigate,  appertaining  to  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  which  prizes  having  met  with  bad 
weather  at  sea,  that  had  damaged  their  rigging  and  had  occasioned 
leaks,  and  been  weakly  manned,  had  taken  shelter  in  the  supposed 
neutral  port  of  Bergen,  in  order  to  repair  their  damages,  procure  an 
additional  number  of  sailors  and  the  necessary  refreshments;  that  they 
were  [in]  the  said  port,  enjoying,  as  they  conceived,  the  common  rights  of 
hospitality  established  and  practiced  by  civilized  nations,  under  the 
care  of  the  above  said  consul,  when,  on  the  28th  of  October  last,  the 
said  ships,  with  their  cargoes  and  papers,  were  suddenly  seized  by 
officers  of  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  to  whom  the  said  port 
belongs,  the  American  officers  and  seamen  turned  out  of  their  posses- 
sion, and  the  whole  delivered  to  the  English  consul. 


*MSS.  Dep.  of  state;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  88.   A  manuscript  copy  of  this  let- 
ter is  in  the  Congressional  Library. 
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M.  de  Chezaiilx  has  also  sent  me  the  following  as  a  translation  of 
his  majesty's  order,  by  which  the  above  proceedings  are  said  to  be 
authorized,  viz:  "  The  English  minister  having  insisted  on  the  restitu- 
tion of  two  vessels  which  had  been  taken  by  the  American  privateer 
called  the  Alliance^  commanded  by  Captain  Landais,  and  which  were 
brought  into  Bergen,  viz,  the  Betsy,  of  Liverpool,  and  the  Union,  of 
London,  his  majesty  has  granted  this  demand  on  this  account:  because 
he  has  not  as  yet  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  asso- 
ciated against  England,  and  because  that  these  vessels  for  this  reason 
can  not  be  considered  as  good  and  lawful  prizes.  Therefore  the  said 
two  ships  shall  be  immediately  liberated  and  allowed  to  depart  with  their 
cargoes."  By  a  subsequent  letter  from  the  same  consul  I  am  informed 
that  a  third  prize  belonging  to  the  United  States,  viz,  the  Charming 
Polly,  which  arrived  at  Bergen  after  the  others,  has  also  been  seized 
and  delivered  up  in  the  same  manner;  and  that  all  the  people  of  the 
three  vessels,  after  being  thus  stripped  of  their  property  (for  every  one 
had  an  interest  in  the  prizes),  were  turned  on  shore  to  shift  for  them- 
selves, without  money,  in  a  strange  place,  no  provision  being  made  for 
their  subsistence  or  for  sending  them  back  to  their  country. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  observe  on  this  occasion  that  the  United  States 
of  America  have  no  war  but  with  the  English ;  that  they  have  never 
done  any  injury  to  other  nations,  particularly  none  to  the  Danish  na- 
tion ;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  in  some  degree  its  benefactors,  as  they 
have  opened  a  trade  of  which  the  English  made  a  monopoly,  and  of 
which  the  Banes  may  now  have  their  share,  and  by  dividing  the  British 
empire  have  made  it  less  dangerous  to  its  neighbors.  They  conceived 
that  every  nation  whom  they  had  not  oftended  was  by  the  rights  of 
humanity  their  friend;  they  confided  in  the  hospitality  of  Denmark, 
and  thought  themselves  and  their  property  safe  when  under  the  roof  of 
his  Danish  majesty.  But  they  find  themselves  stripped  of  that  prop- 
erty, and  the  same  given  up  to  their  enemies  on  this  principle  only, 
that  no  acknowledgment  had  yet  been  formally  made  by  Denmark  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  which  is  to  say  that  there  is  no 
obligation  of  justice  towards  any  nation  with  whom  a  treaty  promising 
the  same  has  not  been  previously  made.  This  was,  indeed,  the  doctrine 
of  ancient  barbarians,  a  doctrine  long  since  exploded,  and  which  it 
would  not  be  for  the  honor  of  the  present  age  to  revive ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Denmark  will  not,  by  supporting  and  persisting  in  this  decision, 
obtained  of  his  majesty  apparently  by  surprise,  be  the  first  modern 
nation  that  shall  attempt  to  revive  it.* 

*"The  ancients,"  says  Vattel,  "did  not  conceive  themselves  bound  under  any 
oUUgation  towards  a  people  with  whom  they  were  not  connected  by  a  treaty  of 
friendship.  At  length  the  voice  of  nature  was  heard  by  civilized  nations;  they 
acknowledged  all  mankind  as  brothers."  Au  injustice  of  the  same  kind,  done  a  cen- 
tury or  two  since  by  some  English  in  the  East  Indies,  Grotius  tells  us,  "was  not 
without  its  partisans,  who  maintained  that,  by  the  ancient  laws  of  England,  no  one 
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The  United  States,  oppressed  by  and  at  war  with  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  of  Europe,  may  well  be  supposed  incapable,  in  their 
present  infant  state,  of  exacting  justice  from  other  nations  not  disposed 
to  grant  it;  but  it  is  in  human  nature  that  injuries  as  well  as  benefits 
received  in  times  of  weakness  and  distress,  national  as  well  as  personal, 
make  deep  and  lasting  impressions;  and  those  ministers  are  wise  who 
look  into  futurity  and  quench  the  first  sparks  of  misunderstanding  be- 
tween two  nations  which,  neglected,  may  in  time  grow  into  a  tlame, 
all  the  consequences  whereof  no  human  prudence  can  foresee,  which 
may  produce  much  mischief  to  both,  and  can  not  possibly  produce  any 
good  to  either.  1  beg  leave,  through  your  excellency,  to  submit  these 
considerations  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  his  Danish  majesty,  who  I 
infinitely  respect,  and  who,  I  hope,  will  reconsider  and  repeal  the  orders 
above  recited,  and  that,  if  the  prizes  which  I  hereby  reclaim  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States  of  America  are  not  actually  gone  to  England,  they 
may  be  stopped  and  redelivered  to  M.  de  Chezaulx,  the  consul  of 
France  at  Bergen,  in  whose  care  they  before  were,  with  liberty  to  de- 
part for  America  when  the  season  shall  permit.  But  if  they  should  be 
already  gone  to  England,  I  must  then  claim  from  his  majesty's  equity 
the  value  of  the  said  prizes,  which  is  estimated  at  fifty  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  but  which  may  be  regulated  by  the  best  information  that  can 
by  any  means  be  obtained. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Feanklin. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  December  22, 1779. 

Sir  :  By  a  message  received  yesterday  afternoon  from  the  Marquis  de 
Boullie,  I  find  that  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  him  or  the  admiral  here 
very  soon.  We  shall,  therefore,  set  out  for  Port  Royal  early  to-morrow 
morning,  and  endeavor  to  get  our  ship  refitted  as  soon  as  possible.  She 
will  follow  us  in  a  day  or  two,  and,  as  the  enemy's  ships  of  war  are  fre- 
quently cruising  near  the  island,  she  will  go  under  convoy;  four  of 
them  are  now  in  sight  of  this  town. 

It  seems  agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  expense  of  refitting  the  Con- 
federacy will  be  very  considerable.  To  reduce  this  matter  to  greater 
certainty,  I  have  desired  the  captain  to  make  out  an  estimate  of  his 
wants;  he  promised  to  prepare  it,  and  give  me  a  copy  this  evening. 
If  I  receive  it  before  9  o'clock  it  will  accompany  this  letter ;  otherwise 
it  will  be  transmitted  by  the  next  conveyance. 

was  liable  to  puuishmeut  in  that  kinydoiu  for  outrages  committed  against  foreigners 
when  no  treaty  of  alliance  had  been  contracted  with  them."     But  this  principle  he 
condemns  in  the  strongest  terms.— History  of  the  Troubles  in  the  Netherlands,  book 
16.     [Translation  by  Mr.  Sjiarks.] 
*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  125. 
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The  agent  here  tells  me  he  is  without  cash  and  in  debt  on  the  public 
account.  I  fear  he  has  been  neglected.  I  shall,  however,  defer  saying 
anything  further  on  this  subject  till  I  shall  be  better  informed.  Should 
an  opportunity  offer  of  writing  to  your  excellency  from  Port  Royal  I 
shall  embrace  it ;  if  not,  I  shall  take  the  first  after  my  return.  As  the 
government  here  will,  I  hope,  advance  the  money  necessary  for  pre- 
paring the  frigate  for  sea,  I  am  anxious  that  you  may  have  the  earliest 
intelligence  of  it,  that  timely  provision  may  be  made  for  the  payment. 

Of  the  fleet  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  instant  only  nine  were 
taken  or  destroyed. 

Seven  o^cloclc. — I  had  written  thus  far,  when  Captain  Harding  called 
upon  me.  He  has  made  out  an  estimate  of  the  ship's  wants,  and  given 
it  to  Mr.  Bingham,  without  having  made  a  copy  for  me,  which  it  is  now 
too  late  to  do  to  go  by  this  vessel. 

On  our  return  from  Port  Royal  the  captain  will  transmit  particular 
accounts  of  everything  respecting  the  ship  which  he  ought  to  commu- 
nicate, He  has  been  too  much  engaged  to  prepare  his  dispatches  to  go 
by  this  vessel,  and  therefore  postpones  writing  for  the  present,  espe- 
cially as  he  would  have  leisure  only  to  repeat  the  general  account  of 
our  misfortune  contained  in  my  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Ja.y. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  December  24, 1779. 

Sir  :  My  former  letters  to  your  excellency  of  the  20th  and  22d  in- 
stant (a  triplicate  of  the  former  and  a  duplicate  of  the  latter,  are  here- 
with enclosed)  have  already  informed  Congress  of  the  disaster  which 
Imposed  upon  us  the  necessity  of  coming  hither.  But  as  that  necessity 
has  been  and  it  seems  still  continues  the  subject  of  much  inquiry  and 
investigation,  it  is  proper  that  the  facts  from  which  it  arose  be  minutely 
stated. 

On  the  7th  day  of  November  last,  between  the  hours  of  5  and  6 
in  the  morning,  in  latitude  41°  3'  N.  and  longitude  50°  39'  W.,  the 
captain  being  in  bed  indisposed  and  the  master  and  second  lieutenant 
on  deck,  the  ship  going  nine  knots  an  hour  in  a  brisk  breeze  and  rough 
sea,  but  by  no  means  hard  weather,  her  bowsprit  and  all  her  masts 
gave  way  in  less  than  three  minutes.  The  day  was  employed  in  clear- 
ing the  ship  of  the  wreck  and  getting  up  a  little  sail ;  towards  evening 
a  heavy  gale  came  on.  During  the  night  the  tiller  was  lashed  fast, 
and  the  ship  lay  to  very  well,  the  wind  blowing  hard  at  southeast. 
The  next  morning  the  shank  of  the  rudder  was  found  to  be  so  much 
wrenched  and  split,  that  the  captain  then  told  me  he  thought  it  a 
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greater  misfortiiiie  than  the  loss  of  the  masts.  There  were  two  French 
gentlemen  on  board,  who,  it  was  said,  and  I  believe  with  truth,  were 
well  skilled  in  maritime  affairs,  having  been  bred  to  that  business  from 
their  infancy,  viz,  Monsieur  Roche,  a  knight  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis, 
and  a  Captain  Remuy,  of  Marseilles.  Either  this  day  or  the  next,  I  am 
not  certain  which,  M.  Gerard  remarked  to  me  that,  without  any  pre- 
vious counsel,  it  seemed  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  naval 
officers  on  board  to  go  to  the  West  Indies,  and  tliat  he  believed  it 
would  be  best,  though  he  said  he  was  at  first  inclined  to  oppose  it.  The 
first  expedient  to  steer  the  ship  was  by  the  cable  and  a  spar;  below 
the  split  in  the  rudder  there  was  a  bolt  with  two  rings,  to  which  it 
had  been  intended  to  fix  a  chain  for  the  purpose  of  steering  the  ship 
in  case  of  such  accidents,  but  the  fixing  the  chains  had  been  omitted. 
Through  this  ring  the  captain  passed  a  chain,  and  to  each  end  of  it 
fastened  a  strong  rope,  which  was  conducted  over  the  quarters,  and 
this  was  a  second  mode  of  steering  her;  but  from  the  uncommon 
breadth  of  the  rudder,  by  which  its  power  became  unusually  great, 
and  the  acuteness  of  the  angle  between  it  and  the  chains  rendering  a 
greater  force  necessary  than  if  it  had  approached  nearer  to  a  right 
angle,  the  bolt,  though  to  appearance  a  good  one,  broke  nearly  in  the 
middle  and  drew  out. 

It  seems  the  rudder  of  this  ship  was  hung  after  she  had  been  launched, 
and  that  to  do  it  the  more  easily  an  eye  bolt  had  been  fixed  in  each  side 
of  the  rudder  below  the  shank;  to  these  eye  bolts  two  chains  were  then 
fixed,  which,  crossing  the  edge  of  the  rudder  in  opposite  directions,  were 
fastened  to  pennants  made  of  cordage  provided  for  the  breechings  of 
our  twelve-pounders.  These  pennants  passed  through  blocks  at  the  end 
of  spars  run  out  of  the  ports  of  the  cabin.  From  thence  they  were  led 
through  blocks  in  opposite  ports  of  the  main  deck  to  the  capstans,  by 
means  of  which  they  were  very  conveniently  managed,  and  the  ship 
without  much  difficulty  steered.  Such,  however,  was  the  force  and  wear 
they  underwent  before  our  arrival  in  calmer  latitudes  and  smoother 
seas,  that  they  generally  gave  way  every  day  or  two ;  and  the  captain 
tells  me  no  less  than  six  hundred- weight  of  that  cordage  has  been  con- 
sumed in  that  service. 

So  great  w^as  the  swell  off  the  banks,  and  so  high,  though  not  severe, 
the  winds,  that  near  a  fortnight  elapsed  before  the  ship  was  put  in  her 
present  condition  for  sailing.  The  same  obstacles  also  retarded  the  re- 
pairing of  the  rudder,  which  after  all  was  so  weak  that  it  was  not 
thought  advisable  to  steer  by  the  tiller,  and  to  prevent  any  further  in- 
jury from  its  striking  against  the  ship,  which  it  constantly  did  in  calm 
weather,  bags  stuffed  with  oakum  were  placed  on  each  side  of  it,  and  a 
man  employed  night  and  day  to  tend  them. 

Some  days  before  the  23d  of  November  the  captain  told  me  he  thought 
it  advisable  to  call  a  council  of  his  officers  and  submit  to  their  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  continuing  our  course  towards  Europe.    M. 
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Gerard  fsliortiy  after  mentioned  to  me  the  sitting  of  this  council,  and 
said  he  could  assure  me  that  the  Chevalier  Roche  and  Monsieur  Remuy 
would  not  give  their  opinions  on  the  subject  but  in  writing,  and  on 
being  requested  to  do  it  in  writing  by  the  captain.  This  intelligence 
appeared  to  me  extraordinary,  but  as  it  was  not  necessary  that  my  senti- 
ments relative  to  it  should  be  known  I  made  no  reply  to  M.  Gerard, 
but  by  degrees  turned  the  conversation  to  anothsr  subject ;  nor  did  I 
give  the  least  hint  of  it  to  the  captain,  but  observed  a  perfect  silence 
relative  to  it.  It  appeared  to  me  that  those  gentlemen  either  overrated 
their  importance  or  entertained  improj^er  ideas  of  the  merit  of  our 
officers,  and  I  confess  it  gave  me  pleasure  to  hear  that  they  were  not 
consulted  at  all. 

The  council  of  officers  was  held  the  23d  of  November  last.  The  cap- 
tain gave  me  their  report,  together  with  a  return  of  the  provisions  and 
water  on  board,  and  assured  me  of  his  readiness  to  proceed  to  any  port 
whatever  that  M.  Gerard  and  myself  should  direct.  I  gave  these 
papers  to  M.  Gerard,  and  although  1  did  not  think  it  expedient  by  con- 
sulting the  French  officers  to  give  them  reason  to  suppose  that  I  con- 
curred in  sentiments  with  them  as  to  the  importance  of  their  opinions, 
yet  I  told  M.  Gerard  I  was  well  satisfied  he  should  communicate  to 
them  the  report  of  our  officers,  and  obtain  their  sentiments  on  the  ques- 
tion stated  in  it;  and  the  better  to  enable  him  to  do  it  I  proposed  that 
we  should  postpone  the  discussion  of  the  subject  till  the  next  day,  or 
longer  if  necessary.  He  took  the  papers,  said  it  was  very  well,  and 
that  he  would  speak  to  those  gentlemen.  A  day  or  two  after,  being  on 
deck,  M.  Gerard  took  rae  aside  and  gave  me  the  papers,  telling  me  that 
he  had  seen  these  gentlemen,  and  that  they  botli  declined  giving  any 
opinion  about  it ;  that  they  had  always  been,  and  still  were,  ready  to  do 
anything  for  the  benefit  of  the  ship ;  that  had  they  been  requested  to 
give  their  opinions  while  the  matter  was  in  agitation  they  would  have 
done  it;  that  it  was  now  over  and  determined;  that  under  these  cir- 
cumstances their  opinion  would  be  of  no  avail,  and  that  they  did  not 
choose,  by  declaring  their  sentiments,  either  to  confirm  the  report  or 
give  it  ineffectual  opposition.  M.  Gerard  further  intimated  that  those 
gentlemen  seemed  to  think  thfir  giving  their  advice  in  the  course  of 
our  troubles  had  given  offense  to  the  officers  of  the  ship ;  but  I  had 
never  reason  to  think  their  apprehensions  well  founded.  Upon  this 
conduct  of  those  gentlemen  I  briefly  observed  to  M.  Gerard  that,  as 
they  were  passengers,  we  had  no  right  to  demand  their  opinions,  and 
that  they  had  a  right  to  withhold  them  or  not,  as  they  pleased,  and 
for  such  reasons  as  they  might  think  proper ;  but  that  as  the  captain  of 
the  ship  had  been  directed  by  the  marine  committee  to  obey  such 
orders  as  he  should  receive  from  us,  it  was  necessary  that  in  the  present 
conjuncture  we  should  decide  on  the  report;  that  the  captain,  in  my 
opinion,  would  not  be  justifiable  in  further  pursuing  his  course  against 
the  solemn  and  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  officers  unless  by  our  ex- 
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press  orders,  and  he  would  be  cnli)able  in  changing-  it  without  a  pre- 
vious application  to  us  for  direction.  M.  Gerard  observed  that  he  was 
sensible  of  the  honor  done  him  by  the  order  alluded  to,  but  that  it  was 
not  convenient  to  him  to  give  any  opinion  or  direction  on  the  subject. 
It  did  not  aj)pear  to  me  prudent  to  reply  to  this,  ami  therefore  I  took 
the  first  opportunity  of  turning  the  conversation  to  another  topic.  As 
this  circumstance  prevented  the  captain's  receiving  any  positive  orders 
from  us  on  the  subject,  he  was,  of  course,  left  to  pursue  his  own  judg- 
ment, but  being  desirous  of  my  opinion,  I  gave  it  to  him  in  the  manner 
indorsed  on  the  report  of  the  council,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  en- 
closed. 

The  reasons  on  which  this  opinion  was  grounded  are  in  part  con- 
tained in  this  report,  but  there  were  others  not  mentioned  in  it. 

That  Congress  may  the  better  judge  of  their  force,  it  is  necessary  that 
they  be  informed  of  some  previous  circumstances. 

The  iirst  fair  day  after  losing  our  masts  I  went  to  the  door  of  M.  Ge- 
rard's room  on  the  deck,  which  was  open,  to  bid  him  good  morning. 
Chevalier  Eoche  was  with  him  ;  they  were  conversing  on  the  course 
most  proper  for  us  to  steer,  and  the  port  most  proper  to  make  for.  M. 
Gerard  was  for  going  to  Cadiz  ;  he  had  an  excellent  set  of  charts,  and 
he  had  then  one  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  with  its  American,  European, 
and  African  coasts  and  the  intervening  islaiuds,  before  him.  By  the 
assistance  of  this  map  we  perfectly  understood  his  reasoning.  The 
chevalier  at  that  time  inclined  to  the  West  Indies,  and  1  heard  him,  on 
leaving  the  room,  tell  M.  Gerard  that  to  endeavor  to  get  to  Europe  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  ship  would  be  to  "  run  a  very  great  risk  of 
perishing  in  the  ocean:''  Some  time  after  this,  M.  Gerard  perceiving 
that  I  had  adopted  no  decided  opinion  of  the  subject  (and  that  was 
really  the  case),  in  the  course  of  an  evening  he  spent  with  us  in  the 
cabin  (none  of  the  oflicers  of  the  ship  being  present)  desired  me  to  at- 
tend particularly  to  his  several  reasons  forgoing  to  Cadiz,  and  consider 
them  maturely  before  I  made  up  my  judgment.  I  promised  him  to  do 
it,  and  was  as  good  as  my  Avord.     He  proceeded  to  observe : 

First.  That  the  distance  to  Cadiz  and  to  Martinique  differed  but  little, 
and  that  no  weighty  argument  could  be  drawn  from  this  diflerence. 

Second.  That  between  us  and  Cadiz  lay  the  Western  and  Canary 
Islands,  into  some  one  or  other  of  which  we  might  run,  if  necessary. 

Third.  That  if,  on  our  arrival  at  either  of  these  islands,  it  should  ap- 
pear impracticable  or  imprudent  to  proceed  farther,  our  persons  at  least 
would  be  safe,  and  we  might  get  to  Europe  in  one  of  the  many  vessels 
which  frequent  those  islands  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  there  were 
no  islands  between  us  and  Martinique,  and  we  should,  in  steering 
southward,  be  obliged  to  run  all  that  distance  without  finding  any 
place  by  the  way  at  which  we  might  touch,  or,  in  case  of  danger,  find 
shelter. 

Fourth.  That  if  calmer  seas  were  our  object,  we  should  find  them  in 
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goiug  eastward  as  well  as  southward  ;  that  we  must  not  expect  to  meet 
with  the  trade  wiuds  at  that  season  but  in  a  very  remote  southern  lati- 
tude; that  in  crossing  the  latitude  of  Bermudas  we  should  meet  with 
heavy  squalls  and  bad  weather ;  that  in  the  latitude  between  that  and 
the  trade  winds  we  must  expect  variable  winds,  and  particularly  long 
calms,  which  are  often  more  dangerous  and  more  to  be  dreaded  than 
hard  winds. 

Fifth.  That  in  a  voyage  to  Cadiz  we  should  Jiave  notliing  to  appre- 
hend from  the  enemy,  but  to  Martinique  everything. 

Sixth.  That  if  we  should  arrive  safe  at  Martinique,  we  should  prob- 
ably be  detained  there  until  next  spring;  that  the  vessels  which  usually 
sail  from  thence  for  France  every  fall  would  have  departed  before  the 
time  Ave  should  reach  the  island;  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  it 
would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  obtain  a  frigate,  and, 
among  other  reasons,  urged  the  absence  of  Count  d'Estaing,  and  the 
improbability  that  any  subordinate  officer  would  undertake  without 
his  orders  to  grant  us  one,  even  admitting,  what  was  very  unlikely, 
that  one  might  be  spared  from  the  service. 

Seventh.  That  the  ship  might  remain  long  at  Martinique  without 
being  made  ready  for  sea,  for  want  of  naval  stores,  provisions,  etc. 

These  were  M.  Gerard's  reasons  for  our  steering  for  Cadiz  by  the 
way  of  the  Azores,  and  1  do  not  remember  to  have  afterwards  heard 
an  additional  one.  Whether  the  French  officers  really  thought  them 
conclusive,  or  whether  they  found  it  convenient  to  make  a  compliment 
of  their  sentiments  to  a  gentleman  very  able  to  serve  them,  is  uncer- 
tain ;  but  I  believe  they  in  appearance  inclined  to  M.  Gerard's  opinion, 
and  gave  him  implied  reasons  to  think  their  sentiments  corresponded 
with  his. 

The  matter  appeared  to  me  in  a  serious  light  and  to  require  caution 
on  many  accounts.  Every  consideration  called  me  to  Spain ;  private  as 
■well  as  public  good  forbade  a  difference  with  M.  Gerard.  I  had  reason 
to  believe  him  well  disposed  towards  me;  I  perceived  clearly  that  he 
could  not  with  any  patience  admit  the  idea  of  being  absent  from 
Europe  at  so  important  a  season,  and  that  he  could  scarcely  treat  with 
common  decency  the  reasons  urged  for  going  to  Martinique.  Hence  it 
appeared  obvious  that  should  1  be  the  means  of  his  losing  his  objects, 
or  should  any  public  inconveniences  result  from  our  not  being  in 
Europe  during  the  winter,  I  should  be  censured  not  only  by  him,  but 
by  all  those  who  judge  of  the  propriety  of  a  measure  only  by  its  con- 
sequences, of  which  number  are  the  far  greater  part  of  mankind.  Thus 
circumstanced,  I  found  myself  in  a  very  unpleasant  situation,  without 
any  way  of  extricating  myself  but  by  agreeing  to  a  sort  of  middle  pro- 
posal, viz:  to  order  the  captain  to  land  us  on  one  of  the  western  is- 
lands, and  then  leave  the  ship  to  shift  for  herself.  This  would  have 
satisfied  M.  Gerard,  and  we  should  have  been  as  good  friends  as  ever. 
I  thought  it  my  duty,  however,  to  form  my  decision  carefully  and  hon- 
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estly,  and  abide  by  it  firmly.  It  was,  that  we  should  proceed  to  Mar- 
tinique. Some  of  the  reasons  for  it  are  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
council  of  otticers.    The  whole  together  were  briefly  these  : 

First.  That  the  oflficeisof  the  ship,  including  the  carpenter,  who  were 
to  be  presumed  to  be  better  judges  than  M,  Gerard  or  myself,  were  of 
opinion  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  go  to  Europe;  and  had  this 
reason  stood  single  and  unexplained  I  should  not  readily  have  ventured 
to  reject  it,  especially  as  it  appeared  to  me  against  the  interest  of  the 
officers  to  come  to  the  West  Indies,  and  I  have  heard  them  constantly 
and  uniformly  regret  the  necessity  of  it ;  but  I  also  thought  they 
decided  on  good  grounds ;  for. 

Second.  The  rudder  daily  gave  us  infinite  trouble,  almost  every  day 
a  pennant  breaking,  and  on  every  such  occasion  the  ship  for  some  time 
left  to  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  waves,  a  circumstance  which 
might  be  fatal  in  hard  weather  and  near  land  ;  the  quantity  of  cordage 
consumed  in  this  way  of  steering;  the  doubt  of  our  having  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  without  stripping  the  guns,  which  would  thereby  be 
rendered  useless ;  the  rudder  irons  daily  becoming  more  and  more 
loose,  and,  by  the  nails  drawing  out,  opening  a  passage  for  the  water 
into  the  stem  of  the  ship.  By  this  circumstance  our  bread  had  been 
damaged ;  the  danger  of  our  being  obliged  to  get  rid  of  the  rudder 
entirely  and  steering  only  by  the  cable,  which,  in  northern  seas  and 
winter  season,  is  very  inadequate.  This  event  would  have  arrived  in 
case  either  of  the  eyebolts  in  the  rudder  had  given  way,  as  the  first- 
mentioned  one  had  done,  or  the  upper  irons  become  entirely  loose;  and 
for  this  event  it  was  thought  necessary  to  prepare,  by  removing  the 
obstacles  to  unhanging  the  rudder.  Indeed,  the  upper  irons  in  the 
course  of  our  passage  here,  with  fair  winds  and  no  storms,  became  so 
loose  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  lash  the  head  of  the  rudder  with  ropes 
to  a  bolt  fixed  for  the  purpose  in  the  cabin  floor. 

Third.  The  sails  we  had  left  were  bad,  having  been  originally  made, 
as  Mr.  Vaughan,  the  second  lieutenant,  told  me,  of  damaged  canvas;  they 
frequently  split;  we  had  none  to  replace  them,  nor  a  sufficient  stock  of 
twine  to  mend  them,  eight  pounds  only  being  left  of  the  twenty -odd  we 
brought  from  Philadelphia;  nor  were  we  much  better  supplied  with 
cordage,  for  which  there  was  a  daily  demand,  and  some  of  which  was 
very  bad. 

Fourth.  Our  jury  masts  were  not  calculated  for  hard  weather,  the 
foremast  being  sprung  a  few  feet  below  the  top,  and  not  able  to  endure 
a  hard  storm. 

For  these  reasons  the  rough  weather  common  in  northern  latitudes 
was  by  all  means  to  be  avoided,  and  smooth  seas  sought. 

As  to  the  conveniences  to  be  derived  from  the  islands  laying  between 
us  and  Cadiz,  I  took  some  pains  to  examine  into  that  matter.  We  had 
maps  and  descriptions  of  them  all,  and  our  master  had  been  at  many  of 
them.     I  found  there  was  not  a  single   harbor  in  any  one  of  them 
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ill  wliicli  a  ship  could  ride  at  auclior  in  every  wind ;  on  the  contrary, 
neither  of  them  has  anything  more  than  open  roads,  out  of  which  it  is 
necessary  for  ships  to  make  the  best  of  their  way  and  put  to  sea  wben- 
ever  certain  winds  blow  ;  a  task  which  our  ship  was  very  far  from  being 
in  condition  to  perform. 

From  this  and  other  circumstances  it  was  evident  we  could  not  refit 
in  either  of  those  islands  not  even  so  much  as  get  a  new  rudder ; 
for  admitting  materials  for  the  latter  could  be  had,  yet  such  was  the 
difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  hanging  it  in  an  open  road,  from 
whence  the  ship  was  every  moment  exposed  to  the  necessity  of  going 
to  sea  by  an  unfavorable  wind,  that  we  could  expect  to  derive  no  advan- 
tage from  these  islands,  except  the  prospect  of  obtaining  some  refresh- 
ments, which  we  could  do  without,  and  the  value  of  which  would  not 
have  compensated  for  the  risk  of  approaching  them  in  our  condition. 

As  to  the  idea  of  our  steering  that  course  with  a  view  of  being  landed 
on  one  of  those  islands  and  from  thence  going  to  Europe  in  another 
vessel,  leav'ng  our  own  to  her  fate,  no  earthly  consideration  could  ever 
have  reconciled  me  to  it.  The  reasoning  which  was  insisted  on,  that 
our  being  seasonably  in  Europe  was  of  more  importance  to  the  United 
States  than  a  frigate,  and  that  in  time  of  war,  and  for  the  public  good, 
lives  were  to  be  risked  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land,  was  a  species  of  rea- 
soning which,  applied  to  this  case  led  to  conclusions  which  never  have 
been,  and  I  pray  God  may  never  be,  among  my  principles  of  action. 
Had  this  plan  of  being  landed  on  one  of  the  Azores  or  Canaries  been 
adopted,  we  should  either  have  landed  the  crew  with  us  or  not;  if 
the  first,  the  frigate  would  have  been  given  to  destruction.  This  ap- 
peared to  me  inconsistent  with  the  public  good,  because,  if  we  reached 
Martinique,  I  had  no  doubt  of  a  passage,  and  my  arrival  in  France  eight 
weeks  sooner  or  later  did  not  appear  to  me  of  equal  importance  to  the 
United  States  with  the  frigate.  Had  the  crew  been  left  on  board,  it 
must  have  been  with  a  view  of  saving  the  ship,  either  by  her  reaching 
Europe  or  the  West  Indies.  The  probability  of  her  effecting  either  be- 
came then  a  most  important  question,  as  the  lives  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  Americans  depended  on  the  event.  Against  it  were  op- 
posed the  dangers  of  the  seas  and  the  want  of  provisions;  the  former 
would  have  increased  with  the  approach  of  winter,  and  therefore  the 
longer  the  ship  was  detained  to  the  northward  the  more  she  had  to  suf- 
fer and  to  fear.  The  frigate,  after  having  landed  us  on  either  of  the 
islands,  must  either  have  gone  on  towards  Europe  or  endeavored  to  get 
to  the  West  Indies. 

All  the  considerations  above  mentioned  opposed  the  first,  and  who- 
ever compares  the  time  necessary  for  a  voyage  for  a  ship  under  jury 
masts,  and  almost  without  a  rudder,  from  the  banks  of  Newfoundland 
to  the  Azores  or  Canaries  and  from  thence  to  the  West  Indies,  with 
our  stock  of  provisions,  will  find  them  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and 
be  convinced  of  the  cruelty  of  subjecting  one's  fellow  citizens  to  such 
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extremities.    For  these  reasons  I  positively  refused  to  join  in  this  sys- 
tem. 

As  to  the  position  in  favor  of  going  to  Europe,  that  we  should  find 
the  seas  calmer  as  we  advanced  eastward  equally  as  we  went  south- 
ward, all  the  officers  of  the  ship  testified  against  it,  nor  would  they  ad- 
mit that  we  had  as  much  to  dread  from  calms  as  from  hard  gales.  The 
supposed  difificulty  of  obtaining  a  passage  from  Martinique  made  but 
little  impression  on  me.  I  could  not  suppose  the  islands  left  uupro- 
tected  by  ships  of  war,  or  that  the  commanding  officer  would  refuse  to 
order  a  frigate  on  this  service  if  M.  Gerard  would  represent  it  to  be  of 
importance,  which  I  was  sure  he  would  do.  How  long  our  ship  might 
be  refitting  here  was  not  to  be  ascertained,  but  I  could  not  prevail  upon 
myself  to  believe  that  the  King  of  France  would  keep  so  considerable  a 
fleet  in  those  seas  without  providing  for  the  usual  accidents  they  would 
be  exposed  to  from  the  sea  and  the  enemy.  At  the  worst,  the  ship  would 
be  in  a  safe  port  and  among  a  people  bound  by  treaties  and  by  interest 
to  afford  aid  and  protection,  at  least  until  Congress  should  be  informed 
of  her  situation  and  have  an  opportunity  of  providing  for  her  wants. 
As  to  ourselves,  in  case  we  meet  with  the  imagined  difficulties  respect- 
ing a  passage,  it  would  be  easy,  by  passing  over  to  St.  Eustatia,  to  get 
very  safely  in  a  Dutch  ship  to  Holland. 

On  these  reasons  the  advice  I  gave  to  the  captain  to  come  here  was 
founded.  I  thought  them  right  then,  and  was  daily  more  and  more 
confirmed  in  an  opinion  of  their  propriety.  In  the  course  of  our  run 
here  we  had  all  the  way  fine,  fair  breezes  and  except  in  the  latitude 
of  Bermuda,  smooth  seas  and  scarce  any  calms.  The  night  before  we 
made  the  land  it  was  thought  proper  to  lay  the  ship  to  after  the  moon  set, 
set,  which  was  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  and  she  continued  in  that 
position  only  four  hours  and  a  half.  Such,  however,  was  the  effect  of  it 
upon  the  rudder,  and  so  much  damage  did  it  receive  from  it,  that  had 
the  ship  continued  as  much  longer  in  the  same  state  it  was  agreed  on 
all  sides  that  the  rudder  would  have  been  rendered  useless. 

M.  Gerard,  hurt  by  being  disappointed  in  his  expectation  of  being 
seasonably  in  France,  and  perhaps  mortified  at  ray  preferring  my  own 
sentiments  to  his,  ceased  to  observe  that  cordiality  and  frankness  which 
had  before  attended  his  conduct  toward  me.  ^ay,  he  once  went  so  far 
as  to  tell  me  I  had  my  reasons  for  coming  here.  I  appeared  not  to  un- 
derstand him,  and  continued  to  endeavor  to  render  the  conversation  as 
light  and  general  as  possible.  This  was  a  tax  imposed  on  my  feelings 
by  regard  to  public  good  ;  as  a  private  man  I  should  have  acted  dif- 
ferently. 

Thus  matters  continued  till  about  ten  or  twelve  days  before  our  arrival 
here,  when  M.  Gerard  observed  to  me,  in  the  presence  of  the  captain, 
that  it  was  time  to  think  which  side  of  the  island  of  Martinique  it 
would  be  most  prudent  for  the  ship  to  go,  the  north  or  south  side, 
and  proceeded  to  state  the  reasons  which  ought  to  induce  us  to  prefer 
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the  north;  particularly  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  the  ship,  she 
would,  if  she  went  to  the  south  side,  be  in  great  danger  of  running  by 
the  island  to  the  leeward ;  for  that,  as  we  might  expect  the  wind  at 
northeast,  she  would  not  be  able  to  lay  sufficiently  close  to  the  wind  to 
reach  Port  Koyal  or  St.  Pierre's ;  besides,  that  she  would  be  in  danger 
of  calms,  and  being  in  sight  of  St.  Lucia,  would  be  exposed  to  the 
enemy's  ships  of  war,  without  having  reason  to  expect  succor  from  any 
French  ships  of  war ;  none  of  which,  he  said,  ciuised  off"  the  eastern  part 
of  the  island  between  Martinique  and  St.  Lucia.     He  then  showed  the 
advantages  of  going  the  other  side  by  an  enumeration  of  many  circum- 
stances, of  which  I  have  notes,  but  which  it  would  be  too  tedious  to 
mention.    The  obvious  meaning  of  all  this  appeared  to  me  to  be  that 
we  should  direct  the  captain  to  go  to  the  northward  of  the  island ;  but 
as  I  neither  thought  myself  authorized  nor  found  myself  inclined  to 
interfere  with  the  particular  navigation  of  the  ship,  to  which  I  was  not 
competent,  I  only  observed  to  M.  Gerard  that  his  reasoning  appeared 
to  me  to  have  weight;  that  it  was  a  subject  I  did  not  understand,  but 
that  I  thought  his  observations  merited  attention.     On  this  the  captain 
remarked,  and  I  thought  with  propriety,  that  it  was  impossible  to 
determine  on  which  side  of  the  island  it  would  be  best  to  go  until 
we  were  at  or  near  the  parting  point,  for  that  circumstances  at  pres- 
ent unforeseen  might  render  that  way  rash  which  we  might  now  think 
prudent;  for  instance,  an  unexpected  change  in  the  wind  or  the  ap- 
l)earance  of  an  enemy.     He  therefore  thought  a  decision  of  the  question 
improjier  till  we  arrived  off"  the  eastern  part  of  the  island.    This  ap- 
peared to  me  so  perfectly  reasonable,  that  I  thought  no  more  about  the 
matter,  and  I  did  not  suspect  that  M.  Gerard  would  have  felt  any  fur- 
tlier  anxiety  about  it;  but  it  nevertheless  so  happened  that  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  14tli  instant  there  was  a  conversation  in  the  cabin 
relative  to  a  wager  which  of  the  two  we  should  see  first,  land  or  a  sail. 
In  the  course  of  this  conversation  M.  Gerard  observed  that  it  would  de- 
pend on  our  going  on  the  north  or  south  side  of  the  island,  and  insensi- 
bly leaving  the  subject  of  the  wager  proceeded  minutely  to  recapitulate 
his  reasons  for  the  one  and  his  objections  to  the  other.     In  the  progress 
of  this  disquisition,  he  grew  warmer  and  warmer,  and  at  length,  address- 
ing himself  more  particularly  to  the  captain,  said  he  was  surprised  that 
those  facts  and  observations  should  meet  with  so  little  attention  ;  that 
he  owed  it  to  his  conscience  and  personal  safety  to  mention  and  enforce 
them,  and  that  he  should  represent  the  whole  matter  to  his  court,  etc. 
The  captain  repeated  what  he  had  before  said  relative  to  the  impro- 
priety of  deciding  on  which  side  of  the  island  we  were  to  go  until  we 
had  made  the  land,  observed  whether  any  vessels  were  on  the  coast,  and 
knew  how  the  wind  would  be.     He  then  questioned  some  matters  rela- 
tive to  the  navigation  round  the  island  on  which  M.  Gerard  had  in- 
sisted. 
For  my  own  part,  as  the  subject  was  so  serious,  I  wished  to  be  in- 
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formed  of  some  others,  wliicli  appeared  to  me  to  want  explanation. 
The  captain  liad  informed  me  that  the  master  had  been  at  the  taking 
of  Martinique  last  war,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  its  bays,  harbors, 
and  coasts.  I  desired  the  captain  to  send  for  the  master,  which  was 
immediately  done.  On  this  M.  Gerard,  more  animated  than  usual,  said 
he  pretended  to  no  extraordinary  knowledge  on  the  subject,  but  that 
he  had  made  iufiuiries,  and  was  satisfied  with  the  opinion  he  had  given; 
then  repeated  what  he  had  before  said  about  his  conscience,  personal 
safety,  and  court,  and  was  opening  the  door  to  go  on  deck,  when  I 
asked  him  if  he  would  not  stay  and  hear  what  the  master  had  to  say. 
He  said  no,  he  did  not  want  to  hear  anything  farther  about  it;  he  had 
done  his  duty  in  delivering  what  he  had  to  us,  and  we  might  do  as  we 
pleased  about  the  matter.  I  made  no  reply,  but  i)roceeded  to  examine 
the  master  and  one  of  the  lieutenants.  On  the  whole  it  did  not  appear 
to  me  necessary,  but  on  the  contrary  invidious,  to  give  the  captain  any 
positive  orders  on  the  subject,  nor  did  I  enter  into  any  farther  confer- 
ence respecting  it  with  M.  Gerard.  I  knew  that  no  good  would  result 
from  altercation,  and  that  the  best  way  of  treating  unreasonable  prop- 
ositions, cavalierly  dictated,  was  silently  to  go  my  own  way  unintlu- 
cnced  by  them. 

This  last  business  rendered  :\r.  Gerard  still  more  dissatisfied  with  me. 
We  observed,  nevertheless,  and  still  observe,  great  politeness  towards 
each  other,  but  it  proceeds  more  from  the  head  than  the  heart.  On 
coming  ashore,  I  flattered  myself  we  should  have  left  all  these  contro- 
versies behind  us ;  but  this  city  was  soon  entertained  with  them.  The 
opinions  of  French  officers  were  taken  by  M.  Gerard  about  the  sufficiency 
of  the  rudder  to  have  gone  to  Europe ;  the  question  about  the  northern 
and  southern  navigation  was  stated  and  agitated.  M.  Gerard  claims 
the  merit  of  having  saved  the  ship,  by  having,  as  he  insinuates,  drag- 
ged us  into  the  measure  of  taking  the  northern  passage,  etc.  As  we 
are  safe  in  the  harbor  these  matters  are  now  of  no  consequence,  and 
therefore  I  constantly  avoid  the  subject.  How  they  may  be  represented 
at  Philadelphia  is  of  some  moment,  and  therefore  it  appears  to  me  ex- 
pedient to  trouble  myself  and  Congress  with  this  narration. 

I  can  not  conclude  this  letter  without  expressing  my  satisfaction 
with  the  attention  and  politeness  observed  by  the  captain  and  other 
officers  towards  the  passengers,  as  far  at  least  as  my  knowledge  ex- 
tends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 
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Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  Becemher  25, 1779. 

Sir  :  As  siugular  instances  of  liumauity  and  patriotism  always  merit, 
and  sometimes  meet  with,  public  notice,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmit- 
ting to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Keith's  narrative  of  the  con- 
duct of  a  Mrs.  Smith,  at  Kew  York,  to  the  Americans  there,  who  had 
been  taken  at  Fort  Washington. 

Conversing,  while  at  sea,  with  Mr.  Keith  (our  chaplain,  who  had  been 
one  of  those  prisoners)  respecting  the  cruelties  exercised  towards  them 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  treated  by  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city,  he  mentioned  the  behavior  of  this  Mrs.  Smith, 
whose  conduct  appeared  to  me  so  remarkably  liberal,  disinterested,  and 
christiaulike,  that  I  desired  him  to  commit  it  to  paper,  with  a  design 
to  enclose  it  to  your  excellency.  I  know  nothing  more  of  this  woman 
than  what  Mr.  Keith  told  me;  but,  as  from  his  profession  and  char- 
acter I  am  induced  to  credit  what  he  says,  I  transmit  this  account  of 
her,  that  if,  on  further  inquiry,  it  be  found  to  be  just.  Congress  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  saving  from  poverty  and  distress  a  widow  who 
generously  divested  herself  of  a  decent  maintenance,  and  applied  it  to 
the  relief  of  many  citizens  and  servants  of  the  United  States,  who  were 
then  gloriously  enduring  the  most  extreme  cruelties  for  their  faithful 
attachment  to  the  rights  of  their  country  and  mankind. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

St.  Pierre's,  Martinique,  Becemher  25, 1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  done  what  perhaps  I  shall  be  blamed  for,  but  my  pride 
as  an  American  and  my  feelings  as  a  man  were  not  on  this  occasion  to 
be  resisted.  The  ofldcers  of  the  Confederacy  were  here  without  money 
or  the  means  of  getting  any.  The  idea  of  our  officers  being  obliged  to 
sneak,  as  they  phrase  it,  from  the  company  of  French  officers,  for  fear 
of  running  in  debt  with  them  for  a  bottle  of  wine  or  a  bowl  of  punch, 
because  not  able  to  pay  for  their  share  of  the  reckoning,  was  too  hu- 
miliating to  be  tolerable,  and  too  destructive  to  that  pride  and  opinion 
of  independent  equality  which  I  wish  to  see  influence  all  our  officers. 
Besides,  some  of  them  wanted  necessaries  too  much  to  be  comfortable, 
or,  in  this  country,  decent.  In  a  word,  I  have  drawn  on  the  fund 
pointed  out  for  the  payment  of  part  of  my  salary  for  one  hundred 
guineas  in  their  favor,  to  be  divided  among  them  according  to  their 
respective  ranks.     Indeed,  it  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr..  1.38. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Eev,  Coxr.^  138^  with  verbal  changes. 


DECaMBER    25,  1779.  -147 

(loue  something  towards  covering  the  nakedness  of  the  crew  ;  but  the 
expense  I  have  been  j^ut  to  by  coming  here  and  the  preparations  for 
another  voyage  would  not  admit  of  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  December  25,  1779. 

Gentlemen  :  I  this  day  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the 
13th  of  October,  notifying  me,  by  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  the  same 
date,  of  Mr.  Jay's  appointment  and  my  recall.  As  Mr.  Jay  is  not  yet 
arrived,  I  suppose  it  my  duty  to  wait  his  coming,  that  I  may  communi- 
cate to  him  what  is  in  my  knowledge  that  concerns  the  public  in  his 
department.  It  does  not  appear  that  it  has  pleased  Congress  to  give 
any  orders  about  the  immediate  return  of  the  Confederacy  and  taking 
me  on  board,  without  which  it  may  be  many  months  before  I  can  find 
a  passage  in  any  other  manner.  Mr.  Izard  has  been  waiting  at  Amster- 
dam for  two  months  to  get  even  to  St.  Eustatia  on  his  way  home. 

The  plans  of  the  enemy,  of  which  I  advised  you  in  mine  of  the  13th  of 
October  and  the  6th  of  November,  are  going  into  execution  with  vigor. 

Admiral  Kodney  has  probably  sailed  by  this  time.  The  ministry  ap- 
pear to  be  tottering,  but,  unfortunately  for  us,  if  they  do  go  out  they 
will  give  place  to  men  by  far  more  formidable  to  us  in  wisdom,  econ- 
omy, popularity,  and  confidence,  both  foreign  and  domestic.  I  feel  it, 
therefore,  in  the  strongest  manner  my  duty  to  conjure  Congress  to  pre- 
pare for  a  campaign  which  in  all  human  probability  will  be  urged  with 
the  utmost  vigor,  and  to  call  forth  every  resource  at  home  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  credit,  without  any  reliance  on  foreign  assistance. 
Such  assistance  is  too  precarious  to  hazard  our  cause  on,  and  strong 
exertions  on  our  part  will  give  it,  should  it  exist,  a  surer  and  more 
speedy  effect.  Congress  may  rely  upon  it  that  on  no  terms  whatsoever 
will  our  independence  be  acknowledged  at  present  by  Great  Britain. 

There  are  granted,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  year,  one  hundred 

and  seventy-eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  men,  including  four 

thousand  two  hundred  militia,  and  it  is  supposed  that  ninety-seven 

thousand  will  be  employed  in  America  and  the  islands.    The  removal 

of  all  restrictions  on  the  export  of  wool,  woolens,  and  glassware  from 

Ireland  to  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  the  United  States  excepted,  it  is 

probable,  will  prevent  any  immediate  commotions  in  that  kingdom,  and 

it  is  certain  that  the  British  court  have  not  such  apprehensions  from 

that  quarter  as  to  prevent  them  from  pursuing  their  operations  against 

you  in  their  utmost  extent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 
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Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

St.  Pieere's,  Martinique,  December  26,  1779. 

Sir:  On  our  arrival  here  M.  Gerard  told  me  that  be  was  about  to 
write  to  the  governor  and  admiral  at  Port  Koyal,  and  asked  me  whether 
I  also  chose  to  write,  or  would  leave  to  him  the  necessary  communica- 
tion, ofiering  to  mention  to  them  whatever  I  might  desire.  As  I  was 
well  satistied  that  he  should  take  the  lead  in  the  business  I  replied  that 
I  was  obliged  to  him,  but  did  not  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  commu- 
nicate anything  to  those  gentlemen  from  me  except  our  arrival  and 
the  confidence  I  had  in  their  readiness  to  afford  us  aid. 

I  thought  it  would  have  been  improper  to  apply  for  a  passage  in  one 
of  their  ships  till  I  know  in  what  time  our  own  could  be  refitted,  and  on 
this  subject  it  appeared  to  me  most  advisable  that  application  should 
be  made  by  our  agent  here,  and  that  I  should  reserve  all  interference 
till  it  should  be  rendered  necessary  by  obstacles.  Mr.  Bingham  ac. 
cordingly  wrote  without  delay  to  the  governor,  and  had  immediate  and 
full  assurances  of  his  readiness  to  afford  us  every  aid  in  his  power. 
Nothing  now  remained  to  be  ascertained  but  the  time  in  which  the  re- 
l)airs  could  be  made,  and  this  depended  on  the  state  of  their  naval 
stores. 

Mr.  Bingham  went  with  us  to  Port  Royal  on  a  visit  to  the  officers  of 
government  (a  compliment  paid  them  by  all  strangers).  The  governor 
again  assured  him  that  everything  should  be  done  for  the  shij)  that 
was  possible,  and  some  orders  were  given  for  the  purpose.  This  passed, 
I  believe,  without  M.  Gerard's  knowledge.  About  two  hours  after  our 
arrival  at  Port  Royal  he  took  me  aside,  observed  that  great  difficulties 
and  delays  would  attend  the  Confederacy^^  refitting  there  ;  that  there 
were  no  masts  or  spars  in  store,  and  the  expectation  of  supi^lies  uncer- 
tain ;  that  an  old  mast  of  a  merchantman  had  been  purchased  for  one 
of  their  ships  of  war,  and  that  a  main  yard  for  another  had  been  made 
of  four  pieces  for  want  of  a  proper  spar,  and  after  some  general  hints 
about  expenses,  provision,  etc.,  proposed  that  the  frigate  should  be  pro- 
vided with  a  new  rudder  and  proceed  to  America  to  refit.  I  objected 
that,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  the  English  had  an  acknowledged 
superiority  in  these  seas ;  that  three  French  frigates  were  at  that 
instant  flying  from  four  ships  of  the  line  which  were  in  full  chase  of 
them:  that  a  frigate  under  jury  masts  would  find  no  safety  in  flight; 
that  it  would  be  more  prudent  for  Captain  Harding  to  remain  here 
without  being  refitted  till  he  could  get  materials  and  supplies  from 
America  or  receive  orders  from  Congress  than  expose  his  ship  to  such 
imminent  danger,  and  therefore  that  I  could  not  possibly  come  into 
the  measure  he  proposed. 

M.  Gerard  replied  that  she  might  be  convoyed  to  sea  by  the  French 
squadron  here ;  but  this  required  no  answer.     It  was  not  to  be  supposed 
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that  tbe  French  squadron,  which,  in  their  present  state  of  inferiority, 
choose  to  keep  their  eyes  constantly  on  Port  Royal,  would  expose  them- 
selves to  very  unequal  combat  for  no  higher  object  than  that  of  con- 
voying the  Confederacy  seventy  of  eighty  leagues  oft"  the  coast,  or  that 
if  they  did,  she  would  then  be  out  of  that  degree  of  danger  to  which  no 
ship  in  her  condition  ought  to  be  exposed.  Besides,  I  couhl  not  recon- 
cile it  to  the  wisdom  of  France  long  to  leave  their  fleet  here  destitute 
of  naval  stores,  or  to  disgust  their  allies  by  a  conduct  neither  just  nor 
politic.  We  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  till  the  next  day,  when  we  ex- 
pected to  see  the  admiral ;  but  in  an  hour  or  two  afterwards  the  admiral 
came  in,  and  a  very  little  time  elapsed  when  the  governor,  and  shortly 
after  M.  Gerard,  told  me  the  ^Uchole  arrangement  \^ as  com])]eted;  that 
the  same  atteutiou  should  be  paid  to  the  Confederaci/  as  if  she  had  beeu 
a  French  frigate,  and  that  the  Aurora,  of  thirty-odd  guns,  should  carry 
us  to  France."  The  fact  is  that  the  officers  of  government  in  general, 
and  the  governor  in  particular,  are  strongly  attached  to  everything 
that  is  American. 

Our  agent  here  is  in  high  estimation.  I  really  believe,  from  every- 
thing I  hear,  that  he  has  done  his  duty  faithfully,  and  that  he  well  de- 
serves the  notice  and  approbation  of  Congress.  This  leads  me  to  take 
the  liberty  of  remarking  that  it  would  probably  be  much  for  the  public 
interest  if  Congress  were  to  pay  ofl"  all  private  debts  due  from  thcin  to 
subjects  of  France,  and  have  none  but  national  engagements  with  that 
kingdom.  The  debts  unavoidably  contracted  here  for  the  outfit  of  the 
Beane,  etc.,  ought  certainly  to  be  i>aid.  Our  credit  and  reputation  suf- 
fer from  such  delay.  We  sail  to-morrow  morning  at  6  o'clock. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Carmichael  to  the  President  of  Congress.' 

Martinique,  December  27,  1779. 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  your  excellency  a  paper  con- 
taining a  relation  of  a  late  affair  between  part  of  the  small  squadron 
commanded  by  M.  la  Motte  Piquet  and  the  English  fleet  under  the  or- 
ders of  Sir  Peter  Parker.  It  was  given  me  by  direction  of  the  French 
admiral,  that  a  true  account  of  this  action,  which  has  done  him  much 
honor  here,  might  be  published  in  America. 

On  the  23d  of  this  month  Admiral  Arbuthnot  arrived  at  Barbadoes 
with  six  or  seven  sail  of  the  line  and  sixteen  regiments.  An  attack 
on  the  Granadas  or  Dominica  is  daily  expected.  Tbe  latter  is  well 
fortified,  and  garrisoned  by  twelve  hundred  men.  The  Marquis  de 
Bouille  seems  to  have  no  apprehensions  for  any  of  their  islands  except 
those  lately  taken  from  the  enemy. 
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Mr.  Jay  informs  Congress  by  tliis  opportunity  of  the  misfortune 
wbich  befel  us,  and  the  reasons  which  induced  the  officers  to  bring 
the  ship  to  this  island.  I  can  only  express  my  regret  for  the  dehiy 
which  this  accident  will  occasion  in  the  execution  of  the  business  with 
which  Congress  has  done  us  the  honor  to  intrust  us. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Caiimiciiael. 


John  Jay  to  Franklin.* 

St.  Pierre  de  la  Martinique, 

December  '27,  1779. 

Sir:  Having  on  the  7th  of  November  last  lost  our  masts  off  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  been  obliged  to  come  to  this  place  to  refit, 
I  am  constrained  to  draw  upon  you  for  part  of  the  salary  due  to  me  as 
minister  plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States  of  America  to  his 
Catholic  majesty,  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  Congress  expressed  in 
tlieir  resolution  of  the  15th  of  October  last,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
true  copy,  having  been  faithfully  transcribed  from  a  certified  one  in 
my  possession.  I  have  drawn  a  set  of  bills  of  this  date  on  your  excel- 
lency at  sixty  days'  sight  in  favor  of  William  Bingham,  esq.,  for 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  seventy-nine  livres  and  eight  sols 
tournois.  As  I  soon  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  (intend- 
ing to  sail  in  the  morning),  I  shall  forbear  adding  anything  further  than 
that  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


John  Paul  Jones  to  Dumas,  t 

Alliance,  at  Sea,  December  27,  1779. 

Sir:  I  am  here,  my  dear  sir,  with  a  good  wind  at  east  under  my  best 
American  colors.  So  far  you  have  your  wish.  What  may  be  the  event 
of  this  critical  moment  I  know  not.  I  am  not,  however,  without  good 
hopes.  Through  the  ignorance  or  drunkenness  of  the  old  pilot  the 
Alliance  was  last  night  got  foul  of  a  Dutch  merchant  ship,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  Dutchman  cut  oi'r  cable. 

We  lost  the  best  bower  anchor,  and  the  ship  was  brought  up  with  the 
sheet  anchor  so  near  the  shore,  that  this  morning  I  have  been  obliged 
to  cut  the  cable  in  order  to  get  clear  of  the  shore,  and  that  I  might  not 
lose  this  opportunity  of  escaping  from  purgatory. 

I  wish  Mr.  Hoogland  would  have  the  sheet  and  best  bower  anchors 
taken  up,  that  they  might  either  be  sent  to  France  or  sold,  as  M.  de 
Neufville  maj'  find  most  expedient. 
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The  pilot  knows  where  the  anchors  lie,  aud  unless  he  assists  willingly 
in  taking  them  up  he  ought  not,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  paid  for  his  serv- 
ice on  board  here. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  Present  my  best  respects  to  your  family  and 
to  the  good  patriot,  and  believe  me  to  be  always  affectionately,  yours, 

John  Paul  Jones. 


Franklin  to  Joshua  Johnson.* 

Passy,  December  29,  1779. 

Sir:  lam  much  obliged  by  your  kind  attention  in  sending  me  from 
time  to  time  the  American  newspapers  that  have  come  to  your  hands. 
Please  to  accept  my  thankful  acknowledgments. 

I  have  the  pleasure  now  to  acquaint  you  that  though  my  application 
at  your  request  for  arms  cr  a  loan  of  money  for  your  province  in  partic- 
ular was  not  attended  with  success,  the  opinion  here  being  (as  I  think 
I  formerly  wrote  you)  that  all  such  applications  should  regularly  come 
through  the  Congress,  yet  an  aid  being  now  lately  granted  to  that  body 
for  the  whole,  there  is  no  doubt  but  Maryland  will  obtain  its  share  of 
what  shall  arrive  in  America. 

If  I  have  not  corresponded  with  you  so  punctually  as  you  might  ex- 
pect, and  as  I  could  have  wished  to  do,  I  pray  you  to  excuse  me.  I 
have  had  too  much  business  with  too  little  help.  The  constant  expec- 
tation of  a  secretary,  who  had  long  been  voted  but  did  not  arrive,  pre- 
vented my  engaging  such  assistance  as  I  wanted,  and  I  have  not  been 
able  by  increased  application  fully  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

I  do  not  understand  that  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  France 
and  America  an  American  taking  a  house  and  settling  in  France  to 
carry  on  business  is  exempted  from  the  duties  and  services  that  would 
have  been  required  of  a  native  of  France  inhabiting  the  same  house. 
The  droit  d'aubaiue  is  indeed  abolished  in  our  favor,  but  in  other  re- 
spects I  should  suppose  that  Americans  settled  here  as  well  as  French- 
men settled  in  America  must,  while  they  live  as  inhabitants,  be  subject 
to  the  laws  of  the  respective  countries  of  which  they  at  the  same  time 
claim  and  enjoy  the  protection.  I  am  sorry,  however,  that  you  find  this 
so  inconvenient  as  to  induce  you  to  quit  the  kingdom.  Particular  cir- 
cumstances may  have  occasioned  the  quartering  of  soldiers  on  the  in- 
habitants last  year  which  in  time  of  peace  may  rarely  happen. 
With  great  esteem,  etc. 
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*  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  merchant  in  Nantes.     His  daughter  was  afterwanls  Mrs.  J.  Q. 
Adams — Mr,  Bigelow's  note. 
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Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

At  The  Hague,  December  30,  1779. 

Honorable  Sirs:  The  last  three  months  having  beeu  entirely  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  the  American  sqnadrou  at  Texel  road,  it  was 
impossible  for  me  during  this  whole  time,  when  never  at  home,  to  dis- 
patch you  any  packet  in  the  usual  way. 

This  parcel,  containing  twenty-four  numbered  papers  of  very  interest- 
ing matters,  will  make  you  some  amends.  The  unanimous  resolution, 
No.  G,  may  truly  be  called  vox  populi;  the  other  two,  Nos.  19  and  20,  are 
the  reverse  of  an  influenced  nominal  plurality,  strongly  contradicted  by 
the  best  part  of  this  country. 

Be  pleased  to  lay  this  whole  parcel  before  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent in  Congress,  who  will  receive  at  the  same  time  a  packet,  which  I 
forward  him  from  Commodore  Jones,  of  which  these  papers  will  be 
both  a  commentary  and  a  sup[)lenieut. 

Every  year  but  this,  honored  and  dear  sirs,  your  committee  made 
me  happy  with  a  kind  letter.  My  conscience,  however,  tells  me  the 
steady  fn end  of  America  at  The  Hague  (as  your  Baltnnore  journal  has 
styled  him)  is  still  worth  the  remembrance  and  favor  of  Congress. 

May  the  new  year,  which  we  are  soon  to  enter  in,  prove  for  the 
United  States,  by  a  glorious  peace,  the  commencement  of  an  infinite 
number  of  happy  ages,  prays,  honored  sirs,  your  most,  etc., 

Dumas, 
Concordia,  etc. 

This  very  day,  when  I  was  just  to  close  these  packets,  I  received  a 
letter  from  Captain  Jones,  of  which  a  copy  is  here  joined.  I  hope  in  a 
short  time  to  hear  of  his  good  arrival.  The  two  prizes,  viz,  Sera^jis  and 
Scarborough  and  the  two  French  ships  Fallas  and  Vengeance  are  still 
riding  under  French  colors  and  captains.  Our  good  Alliance,  while 
here,  has  caused  me  much  anxiety  and  trouble.  ISTow  she  leaves  me 
still  exposed  to  the  ill  nature  of  my  old  foes  in  this  country,  whom, 
however,  I  dread  not  so  much  as  certain  false  friends,  highly  incensed 
now  against  me  for  not  having  found  me  as  blind  and  complaisant  to 
their  particular  treacherous  views  as  they  had  expected  I  would  be. 
The  formal  confirmation,  by  the  most  honorable  Congress  general,  of 
my  character  of  agent  of  the  United  States,  which  I  have  already 
spoken  of  in  my  former  dispatches,  and  which  I  must  entreat  you,  hon- 
ored sirs,  to  solicit  for  me,  will  silence  them.  Indeed,  I  can  not  be  quiet 
nor  safe  without  such  a  solemn  piece. 

I  have  from  our  good  friend  the  pensionary  of  Amsterdam  the  ulte- 
rior protestations,  on  December  22,  of  Amsterdam,  Dort,  Rotterdam, 
and  Scheidam  against  the  arbitrary  resolution  taken  by  a  plurality  on 
the  17th-10th  November  last. 

Your  honors  will  have  them  in  my  first;  they  are  very  strong. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  294,  with  numerous  variations  and 
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Sartine  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Trauslation.] 

Versailles,  December  31.  1779. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  !he  honor  to  write 
to  me  on  the  6th  of  October  last. 

I  was  well  persuaded  that  M.  de  Chavagnef  would  endeavor  to  pro- 
cure for  you  everything  in  his  power  to  render  your  passage  agreeable. 
This  was  conformable  to  the  instructions  I  had  given  him  respecting 
the  intentions  of  the  king. 

I  learn  with  pleasure  that,  being  again  charged  with  an  important 
mission  by  Congress,  you  will  be  able  to  profit  by  the  frigate  Sensible 
a  second  time  in  your  voyage  to  France. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Sartine. 


Chase,  President  of  Maryland,  to  William  Smith.} 

In  Council,  Annapolis,  January  G,  1780. 

Sir:  We  received  your  favor  of  the  3d  instant  by  express.  As  the 
grand  object  of  the  "  act  for  the  immediate  supply  of  the  army,"  etc., 
is  to  procure  an  immediate  and  full  supply  of  provisions  for  our  army, 
it  was  necessary  that  the  commissioners  should  be  vested  with  extra- 
ordinary powers,  that  those  ijowers  should  be  accurately  defined,  and 
that  the  mode  to  be  pursued  by  them  should  be  plainly  delineated, 
which  is  done.  We  do  not  think  that  flour  or  wheat  purchased  for  the 
marine  of  France  privileged  or  exempted  from  seizure,  and  we  are  cer- 
tain it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  legishiture  that  those  articles 
should  be,  because  such  exemption  would  in  agreat  degree,  if  not  wholly, 
frustrate  the  design  of  the  law. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  afford  the  commissioners  every  aid  in  our 
power  to  facilitate  the  execution  of  the  law,  and  therefore  can  not  at 
this  time  grant  permission  to  export  flour  or  wheat  purchased  by  the 
agents  of  France,  because  we  should  thereby  restrain  that  extensive 
operation  of  the  act  by  which  alone  we  can  obtain  an  immediate  supply 
adequate  to  our  pressing  wants.  We  are  sensible  that  it  is  of  impor- 
tance that  the  marine  of  France  should  be  furnished  with  flour,  and  it 
is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  we  have  refused  permission,  and  nothing 
could  have  induced  us  to  do  it  but  the  alarming  and  distressful  situa- 
tion of  our  army;  and  when  we  have  assurances  that  their  wants  are 
relieved  we  shall  with  pleasure  grant  license  as  heretofore. 

*2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  617. 

t  Captain  of  the  frigate  iu  which  Mr.  Adams  returned  to  the  United  States  in 
company  with  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 
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The  numerous  evils  that  would  result  from  procrastinating  the  sup- 
plies when  contrasted  with  the  inconveniences  alluded  to  by  you  will, 
we  trust,  evince  the  propriety  of  our  conduct  and  justify  our  refusal. 
We  are,  with  respect,  sir,  etc., 

J.  T.  Chase, 
President  of  the  Council. 


William  Smith  to  Holker.* 

Baltimore,  January  7,  1780. 

Sir:  By  express  I  send  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  yesterday 
from  the  governor  and  council  of  tbis  State  in  answer  to  my  ajjplication 
lor  permission  to  load  the  brig  Hawk  with  flour  for  Cape  Francois  on 
account  of  his  most  Christian  majesty.  You  will  i)erceive  by  this 
letter  that  I  am  not  permitted  to  proceed  in  loading  this  vessel  as  you 
direct,  nor  will  any  permission  for  that  purpose  be  granted  until  the 
army  is  supplied. 

That  the  army  ought  to  be  supplied  I  doubt  not  you  will  think  right; 
but  that  the  wheat  and  flour  collected  in  this  port  should  be  taken  for 
that  purpose,  when  I  presume  a  sufficient  quantity  may  be  had  much 
more  convenient  to  the  army  and  less  prejudicial  to  your  interest,  you 
will  probably  conclude  is  not  so  convenient,  and  might,  if  duly  consid- 
ered, have  been  avoided.  I  am  well  informed  that  ihe  public  pur- 
chasers in  Harford  County  have  now  on  hand  upwards  of  three  thou- 
sand barrels,  which,  for  a  wagon  at  this  season  of  the  year,  are  at  least 
three  days  nearer  camp  than  this  place.  Besides,  very  considerable 
magazines  must  be  provided  on  the  eastern  shore  of  this  State;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  distresses  of  our  army  have  arisen  more  from  the 
want  of  carriages  to  convey  a  sufficient  quantity  of  flour  to  camp  than 
from  any  other  cause. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  And  that  the  commissioners  for  this  county  are 
determined  to  lay  their  hands  on  all  your  wheat  and  flour,  and  have 
already  seized  some  of  your  wheat,  and  I  doubt  not  but  the  whole  on 
the  eastern  and  western  shores  will  be  taken  as  soon  as  they  con- 
veniently can  do  it.  Therefore  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  despatch  this 
information  to  you  by  express,  that  you  may  take  such  measures  in  the 
premises  as  you  judge  best.  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  letter  that 
uo  relief  is  to  be  expected  from  our  governor  and  council.  Perhaps  an 
application  to  Congress  may  procure  a  resolve  directing  your  maga- 
zines to  be  spared,  by  lending  some  for  the  present  emergency.  But 
that  ought  to  be  taken  vs^hen  most  convenient  for  the  army  and  least 
prejudicial  to  you. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Coit.,  6G"i, 
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You  will  please  to  favor  me  witli  a  Hue  by  return  of  the  bearer, 
directino;  whatever  steps  you  may  thiuk  will  be  most  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  his  most  Christian  majesty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Smith. 


Franklin  to  Williams.* 

Passy,  January  9,  1780. 

Dear  Jonathan:  I  received  your  letters  with  the  samples  of  clothes, 
but  the  shirt  and  stockings  are  not  arrived.  Having  no  kind  of  judg- 
ment in  such  commodities,  I  can  make  no  choice.  You  have  the  precise 
and  particular  order  of  the  committee  of  Congress  relating  to  the  sol- 
diers' dress,  to  which  you  must  conform  as  exactly  as  possible.  I  do 
not  choose  to  make  a  contract  with  you  for  the  clothes  at  fixed  prices. 
That  method  could  be  subject  to  many  malevolent  reflections.  It  is 
better  that  you  should  buy  the  materials  and  employ  the  work  folks  on 
the  best  terms  you  can  for  the  public,  and  content  yourself  with  the 
commission  of  2^  per  cent.,  which  I  agree  to  allow  you  in  consideration 
of  its  being  a  Ijusiness  consisting  of  so  many  particulars  as  to  require 
a  good  deal  of  atteution  and  take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  time  in  the 
execution  and  in  keeping  the  accounts.  I  depend  much  upon  your 
integrity  and  diligence  in  this  affair,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  you 
will  so  conduct  it  as  to  do  honor  to  yourself  and  to  me.  M.  de  Chau- 
mout  will  acquaint  you  what  quantity  of  hats,  shirts,  stockings,  and 
shoes  are  to  be  furnished.  As  the  funds  come  to  hand  quarterly,  I 
cau  only  pay  quarterly.  Y^ou  will  therefore  make  all  your  purchases 
on  those  terms,  to  be  paid  one  quarter  in  May,  another  in  August,  a 
third  November,  and  the  fourth  in  February,  1781.  Y^our  bills  drawn 
on  or  after  the  15th  of  each  of  those  months  for  those  quarterly  pay- 
ments, at  ten  days'  sight,  will  be  punctually  honored. 

The  provision  is  to  be  for  fifteen  thousand  men. 

My  love  to  the  good  girls. 

I  am  ever,  your  affectionate  uncle, 

B.  F. 


Holker  to  Luzerne,  t 

[Tniuslation.] 


Philadelphia,  January  10, 1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  annexed  letter  and 
copy  of  a  late  law  of  the  State  of  Mary  hind,  which  I  have  this  moment 
received  from  Mr.  William  Smith,  a  merchant  at  P»altimore.     As  it  is  of 
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a  nature  to  alarm  us  iu  relation  to  all  tbe  operations  which  have  been 
concerted  in  the  islands  or  contemplated  with  respect  to  other  places 
during  the  course  of  the  ensuing  summer ;  as  moreover,  the  vessels  and 
sloreships,  which  T  expect  from  Martinique,  to  supply  the  place  of  those 
which  were  destined  by  the  Count  d'Estaing  for  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
and  which  the  ofdcers  of  the  king  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  sacrifice 
and  sell  to  the  State  of  Carolina,  with  a  view  to  contribute,  as  far  as 
lay  iu  their  power,  to  the  security  and  defense  of  that  place;  as,  I  say, 
these  storeships  might  arrive  immediately,  and  I  might  be  obliged  to 
send  them  back  in  ballast  if  the  corn  and  wheat  which  I  have  pur- 
chased in  Maryland  should  be  seized,  and  as,  thereby,  all  my  transac- 
tions ami  engagements  would  not  oidy  become  uncertain,  but  might 
terminate  in  a  manner  disgraceful  to  me  and  in  the  failure  of  naval 
operations  of  the  king  in  America,  I  can  not  forbear  to  claim,  iu  the 
most  urgent  manner,  the  Intluenceof  your  character  with  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  upon  this  occasion,  while  I  observe  to  you  that,  if 
the  law  of  Maryland  is  put  in  execution  in  relation  to  the  provisions 
which  I  have  collected  at  a  great  expense  and  with  every  possible  pre- 
caution, I  shall  for  the  future  be  unable  to  take  a  single  step  in  the 
service  of  the  king,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  large  sums  to  indemnify 
those  with  whom  I  have  made  engagements. 

Your  excellency  is  aware  of  the  innumerable  difficulties  which  I  have 
experienced  since  I  have  been  engaged  in  this  country  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  king.  They  seem  to  multiply  every  moment,  and  have 
become  so  great  that  I  am  compelled  to  declare  to  you  that  I  can  not 
guaranty  or  be  answerable  for  the  success  of  the  least  operation,  unless 
you  shall  be  able  most  speedily  to  persuade  Congress  to  take  with  each 
and  every  State  in  the  TTnion  decisive  and  effectual  measures  to  cause 
respect  to  be  shown  to  my  transactions  carried  on  in  the  name  and 
on  the  account  of  his  majesty,  while  I  repeat  my  offers  to  oblige  my 
agents  and  correspondents  to  conform  to  such  suitable  formalities  as 
your  excellency  shall  think  proi)er  to  prescribe  for  the  general  tran- 
quillity and  satisfaction. 
I  am,  sir,  etc, 

HOLKER. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  January  10,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  just 
received  from  M.  Holker  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  in  relation 
to  a  law  passed  by  the  State  of  Maryland  to  authorize  the  commis- 
sioners therein  named  to  seize  the  grain,  corn,  and  rice  which  may  be 
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found  stored  in  the  bands  of  individuals  in  that  State  and  to  carry 
them  away.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  if  the  general  assembly  of  Mary- 
land had  been  informed  of  the  measures  taken,  at  great  expense,  to 
procure  supplies  for  the  fleets  of  his  majesty  and  for  his  garrisons  in  the 
French  islands  aud  of  the  pressing  wants  which  they  suffer,  they  would 
have  excepted  from  this  law  the  provisions  found  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Smith. 

The  undersigned  is  about  to  take  suitable  measures  for  imiuciug  the 
government  to  refrain  from  seizing  the  said  provisions,  and  to  replace 
them  in  case  that  they  are  already  seized.  He  earnestly  entreats  Con- 
gress to  be  pleased  on  its  part  to  recommend  to  the  councils  and 
assemblies  of  the  thirteen  States  to  refrain,  in  circumstances  of  this 
nature  aud  in  all  other  cases,  from  all  measures  which  may  cause  any 
uncertainty  in  the  oi)erations  of  the  king's  navy  agents,  endanger  the 
success  of  the  plans  of  the  campaign,  and  expose  to  want  and  to  the 
greatest  inconveniences  the  garrisons  of  the  French  islands,  the  gover- 
nors of  which  are  previously  informed  of  the  measures  taken  to  procure 
supplies  for  them  in  the  United  States,  and  in  concert  with  Congress 
and  the  respective  governments  of  the  States. 

The  present  juncture  being  of  a  very  pressing  nature,  the  under- 
signed entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased  to  come  to  a  decision  on  this 
subject  as  quickly  as  possible.  He  moreover  proposes  to  the  council  of 
Maryland  to  subject  the  agents  and  commissioners  charged  with  making 
purchases  on  account  of  his  majesty  to  all  the  legal  forms  best  adapte-d 
to  prevent  every  kind  of  abuse  on  their  i)art,  and  he  is  desirous  that 
the  States  in  which  purchases  of  this  riature  may  be  made  should  be 
pleased  to  take  similar  measures. 

Luzerne. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

BiLBUA,  January  16,  1780, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  last  night,  aud  not 
before,  I  arrived  at  this  place. 

At  Ferrol  and  Corunna  I  was  advised  by  all  the  friends  of  America 
to  undertake  a  journey  by  land.  The  consul  of  France  and  M.  Lagoa- 
nere,  a  gentleman  who  has  acted  for  some  time  as  the  American  agent 
at  Corunna,  very  obligingly  offered  me  all  the  assistance  in  their  i)o\ver, 
and  accordingly  used  their  utmost  diligence  to  procure  me  the  neces- 
sary mules  and  carriages  for  the  transportation  of  the  small  number 
of  persons  in  company  with  me  and  the  small  quantity  of  baggage  we 
found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  take  with  us,  having  left  more  than 
two-thirds  of  what  we  had  with  us  to  take  the  chance  of  a  passage  by 
sea  to  France.     From  the  8th  of  December,  when  we  arrived  at  Ferrol, 
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to  the  26tli  of  the  same  month,  when  we  set  oif  from  Corunna,  we  were 
detained  by  the  vioKnit  rains  and  the  impossibility  of  getting  accommo- 
dations for  traveling.  All  our  beds  and  provisions  we  were  obliged  to 
carry  with  us.  Wo  traveled  through  the  ancient  kingdoms  of  Galicia, 
Leon,  Old  Castile,  and  Biscay,  and  although  we  made  the  best  of  our 
way  without  loss  of  time,  we  found  it  impossible  to  go  more  than  eight 
leagues  a  day,  and  sometimes  not  more  than  four.  The  roads  and  inns 
are  inconvenient  to  a  degree  that  I  should  blush  to  describe,  and  the 
pain  we  suffered  for  want  of  fire,  in  a  cold  season  of  the  year,  in  a 
country  where  there  are  no  chimneys,  gave  us  all  such  violent  colds, 
that  I  was  under  great  apprehensions  for  our  being  seized  with  fevers. 
As  we  were  so  near  Madrid  (within  about  forty  leagues),  I  balanced 
some  time  in  my  own  mind  whether  to  go  to  that  tine  city ;  but  con- 
sidering that  tliis  would  lengthen  our  journey  near  a  hundred  leagues, 
the  severe  season  of  the  year,  and  above  all  the  political  situation  I 
might  be  in,  my  country  not  being  yet  acknowledged  as  a  sovereign 
state  by  any  formal  act  of  that  court,  it  being  known  that  another  gen- 
tleman had  a  commission  for  that  court,  and  he  being  expected  soon  to 
arrive,  I  thought  it  upon  the  whole  the  least  hazardous  to  the  public 
interest  to  avoid  that  route. 

It  may  be  of  some  use  to  my  countrymen  to  transmit  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  the  country  I  have  passsed  through,  because  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  commerce  extremely  advantageous  to  both  countries  may  bo 
opened  between  us  and  Spain  as  soon  as  our  independence  shall  be 
acknowledged  by  that  power,  at  least  as  soon  as  we  shall  obtain  the 
great  object  of  all  our  wishes,  peace. 

The  province  of  Galicia  is  one  of  the  largest  in  Spain,  and  said  to  be 
one  of  the  best  peopled.  Corunna  is  in  effect  the  principal  city,  altliough 
St.  Jago,  in  respect  to  its  patron  saint,  or  more  probably  to  the  arch- 
bishop who  resides  there,  is  in  name  the  capital.  This  province,  one  of 
those  whereof  the  ancient  crown  of  Castile  was  formed,  is  washed  by 
the  ocean  for  more  than  seventy  leagues  from  Kibadeo,on  the  frontiers 
of  Asturias,  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Minks,  which  separates  it  from 
Portugal.  This  coast,  which  is  divided  by  Cape  Finisterre,  is  provided 
on  both  sides  of  the  cape  with  ports  equally  safe  and  convenient,  which 
nature  seems  to  have  prepared  around  this  cape;  an  object  oftentimes 
so  necessary  to  be  made  by  navigators,  both  at  their  departure  from 
Europe  and  at  their  return,  as  so  many  asylums  both  from  the  api)re- 
hensions  and  the  consequences  of  storms.  The  most  known  of  these 
ports  are  Ribadeo,  Ferrol,  Corunna,  and  Camarinas  to  the  eastward  of 
Cape  Fiuisterre;  Corubios,  Muros,  Pontevidia,  and  Vigo  to  the  west- 
ward ;  all  proper  to  receive  vessels  of  the  first  rate,  especially  Ferrol 
and  Vigo.  The  first,  the  most  considerable  department  of  the  marine  of 
Spain,  is  embellished  with  everything  that  art  and  the  treasures,  pro- 
fusely spent  upon  it  for  thirty  years  past,  could  add  to  its  happy  situa- 
tion.   Vigo,  represented  to  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ports  in  the 
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world,  is  another  department  of  the  marine,  more  extensive  and  proper 
lor  such  an  establishiueut  than  Ferrol  itself.  Besides  these  ports  there 
are  a  multitude  of  harbors  and  bays  around  Cape  Fiuisterre,  which 
afford  a  safe  and  couvenieut  shelter  to  merchant  vessels.  With  all 
these  advantages  for  foreign  commerce  this  province  has  very  little 
but  what  is  passive.  It  receives  from  abroad  some  objects  of  daily  con. 
sumption,  some  of  luxury,  some  of  convenience,  and  some  even  of  the 
first  necessity.  At  present  it  otiers  little  for  exportation  to  foreign 
countries.  The  sardine  of  its  coast,  the  famous  fish  which  it  furnishes 
to  all  Spain,  the  cattle  which  it  fattens  for  the  provision  of  Madrid,  and 
a  few  coarse  linens,  which  are  its  only  manufacture,  and  are  well 
esteemed,  are  the  objects  of  its  active  commerce  and  form  its  balance 
with  the  other  provinces.  The  wine  and  the  grain,  the  chief  productions 
of  its  lands,  seldom  suffice  for  its  cousuujption,  and  uever  go  beyond 
it.  The  liberty  of  commerce  with  the  Windward  Islands  granted  by  the 
court  within  a  few  years,  and  the  particular  establishment  of  opened 
the  ports  of  that  part  of  the  New  World  to  this  province  ;  and  although 
without  manufactures  herself,  or  any  of  those  productions  proper  for 
America,  she  renders  to  foreign  hands  the  product  of  those  which  she 
receives  from  them  and  carries  thither.  In  this  circulation  of  so  many 
treasures  she  enriches  herself  with  parts  she  detaches  from  the  whole. 

The  civil  government  of  this  province  is  formed  by  a  superior  tribu- 
nal called  the  audience,  to  which  an  appeal  lies  from  all  the  subaltern 
jurisdictions,  public  and  private.  This  court  hears  and  determines  as 
sovereign  and  without  appeal  all  civil  affairs  of  a  less  value  than  a 
thousand  ducats,  or  three  thousand  livres.  Appeals  in  those  which 
exceed  that  value  are  carried  to  the  chancery  of  Valladolid,  or  to  the 
council  of  Castile.  Although  justice  is  gratis  on  the  part  of  the  judges, 
who  are  paid  by  the  government,  it  is  said  to  be  not  less  costly,  tedious, 
and  vexatious.  It  may  uot  be  useless  to  observe  that  the  criminal 
chambers,  whose  decrees  extend  to  the  punish nient  of  death  and  are 
executed  without  any  application  to  the  king  or  any  other  authority, 
is  composed  only  of  three  judges,  and  these  three  are  the  youngest  of 
the  whole  tribunal,  and  this  order  is  generally  followed  in  Spain  in  the 
composition  of  the  criminal  tribunals,  although  uo  one  pretends  to  con- 
jecture the  motive  of  so  singular  a  revervse  of  the  rational  orderof  things. 
The  administration  of  the  royal  police  belongs  also  to  the  audience,  and 
forms  the  third  chamber  into  which  this  tribunal  is  divided. 

All  the  military  authority  and  the  government  of  the  troops  in  this 
department  are  in  the  hands  of  the  captain-general  of  the  province. 
There  is  not  any  one  under  him  wlio  has  even  the  title  of  commandant. 
But  in  case  of  his  death  or  absence  he  is  succeeded  by  the  general  offi- 
cer, the  most  ancient  in  the  province.  To  this  title  of  captain-general 
is  added,  commonly,  that  of  president  of  the  audience,  a  prerogative 
which,  by  uniting  in  his  hands  the  civil  authority  to  all  that  of  his  place, 
gives  a  power  the  most  absolute  and  unlimited. 
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The  inspection  general  and  all  the  econouiy  of  the  affairs  of  the  king 
in  the  i)rovince  belong  to  the  intenilant.  The  difl'ereut  branches  of 
the  i»ublic  revenne  are  all  administered  by  ofiflcers  ai)pointed  by  the 
king,  as  in  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  are  no  farmers-general, 
as  in  France.  Their  product  is  about  twenty-six  millions  of  reals,  or 
six  million  iive  hundred  thousand  livres,  the  expense  of  collection  being 
deducted.  The  expenses  of  the  administration,  including  the  mainte- 
nance of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  scatterd  about  in  different  places, 
do  not  exceed  two  million  tive  hundred  thousand  livres.  The  surplus 
goes  into  the  dry-docks,  arsenals,  and  fund  of  furtifications,  to  the  sup- 
port of  which  this  sum  is  far  from  being  sufdcient.  Such  is  in  general 
the  government,  military,  political,  and  civil,  of  this  province,  and 
nearly  all  of  the  others,  except  Biscay,  Guipuscoa,  and  Alaba. 

There  is  not  in  this  province  any  particular  jurisdiction  of  commerce, 
but  there  is  a  tribunal  under  the  name  of  the  judge  considerator  of 
commerce,  which  takes  cognizance  of  all  their  causes,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal, except  the  case  of  contraband.  At  this  day  the  judge  considera- 
tor of  strangers  is  the  governor  of  the  province  himself,  and  the  appeals 
from  his  judgment  are  carried  directly  to  the  council  of  war,  which  is 
said  to  be  a  precious  privilege,  by  the  form  and  brevity  of  procedure 
compared  with  the  expensive  and  insupportable  delays  of  tlie  ordinary 
jurisdiction. 

I  can  not  but  think  that  if  some  measures  could  be  taken  to  convince 
the  court  that  it  is  their  interest  to  take  oft"  the  vast  duties  with  which 
commerce  is  overloaded  in  this  port — fifteen  per  cent,  being  to  be  paid 
upon  all  commodities  exported  and  ui)on  all  imported,  and  if  the  rigid 
prohibitions  of  tobacco  could  be  relaxed  or  repealed — several  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  America  would  find  a  good  market  here,  and  a  commerce 
be  opened  that  would  put  a  new  face  upon  this  province,  and  be  profit- 
able to  America  too.  The  conveniency  of  such  a  number  of  excellent 
ports  would  be  a  vast  advantage,  which  Bilboa  can  not  have,  as  her 
harbor  is  neither  safe  nor  convenient,  besides  it  being  so  much  farther 
down  the  stormy,  turbulent  Gulf  of  Biscay;  yet  Biscay,  which  is  com- 
monly used  to  comprehend  Biscay  proper,  the  principal  city  of  which  is 
Bilboa,  although  Ordunna  is  the  capital;  Guipuscoa,  the  capital  of 
which  is  St.  Sebastian;  and  Alaba,  the  capital  of  which  is  Vittoria,  three 
free  i)rovinces,  whose  laws  the  Kings  of  Spain  have  hitherto  been  sworn 
to  observe  inviolate,  have  attracted  .almost  the  whole  of  the  American 
trade,  because  the  king  has  no  custo)n-house  or  officers  here,  and  there 
are  no  duties  to  be  paid. 

It  may  seem  surprising  to  hear  of  free  provinces  in  Spain,  but  such  is 
the  fact,  that  the  high  and  independent  spirit  of  the  people,  so  essen- 
tially different  from  the  other  provinces,  that  a  traveler  perceives  it 
even  in  their  countenances,  their  dress,  their  air,  and  their  ordinary 
manner  of  speech,  has  induced  the  Si)anish  nation  and  her  kings  to 
respect  the  ancient  liberties  of  these  people  so  far  that  each  monarch, 
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at  his  accession  to  the  throne,  takes  an  oath  to  observe  the  laws  of 
Biscay.  The  Crovernment  here  is  therefore  diametrically  opposite  to 
that  of  Galicia  and  the  other  provinces.  The  King  of  Spain  has  never 
assumed  any  higlier  title  than  Lord  of  Biscay.  He  has  no  troops  of  any 
sort  in  the  lordship,  nor  is  there  auy  standing;-  army,  instead  of  which 
every  man  is  obliged  to  serve  in  the  militia.  The  king-  has  no  cnstom- 
house  officers,  or  other  revenue  ofidcers,  or  any  other  officers  whatever 
in  the  lordship  excei^t  a  corregidor,  and  lately  a  commissary  of  marine. 
This  last  is  considered  as  au  encroachment  and  a  grievance,  and  the 
authority  of  the  corregidor  is  very  small,  as  there  lies  an  appeal  from 
his  judgment  to  another  tribunal — that  of  the  two  deputy-generals, 
who  are  biennially  elected  by  the  people.  Few  of  the  grandees  of  Spain 
have  any  considerable  estates  here.  The  Duke  of  Medina  Cceli  and 
the  Duke  of  Berwick  have  some  lands  here  of  no  great  value.  The 
lauds  generally  belong  to  the  inhabitants  and  possessors,  who  hold  them 
of  no  lord,  but  the  King  of  Spain,  who  is  Lord  of  Biscay. 

There  is  a  board  of  trade  here,  which  is  annually  instituted  by  the 
merchants  of  the  place,  partly  by  lot  and  partly  by  election,  which  de- 
cides all  controversies  arising  in  trade  and  all  the  atiairs  of  strangers. 
They  have  never  admitted  auy  foreign  consul  to  reside  here,  although 
it  has  been  solicited  by  Holland,  England,  and  France. 

It  is  not  at  all  surprising  that  a  constitution  in  its  nature  so  favorable 
to  commerce  should  have  succeeded. 

In  traveling  through  the  provinces  of  Leon  and  Castile  and  observ- 
ing the  numerous  flocks  of  sheep,  with  the  most  beautiful  fleeces  of  wool 
in  the  world,  I  could  not  but  wish  that  some  communication  might  be 
oi)ened  by  which  the  United  States  of  America  might  be  furnished  with 
this  necessary  article  from  this  country.  There  are  few  of  our  articles 
of  exportation  but  might  be  sent  to  the  Spanish  market  to  advantage; 
rice,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  tobacco,  Avheat,  flour,  shiptimber,  masts, 
yards,  bowsprits,  and  salt  fish  might  be  supplied  to  Spain,  and  at  an 
advantage,  and  in  return  she  might  furnish  us  wine,  oils,  fruits,  some 
silks,  some  linens,  perhaps,  and  with  auy  quantity  of  wool,  which  is  now 
exported  to  foreign  countries  for  manufacture,  and  might  as  well  be  sent 
to  us,  but  above  all  with  silver  and  gold. 

It  must  be  the  work  of  time  and  a  free  intercourse  between  the  two 
nations  and  a  future  negotiation  to  ripen  these  hints  into  a  plan  that 
may  be  beneficial  to  both.  The  system  of  revenue,  which  it  is  danger- 
ous and  difficult  to  alter  in  Spain,  as  well  as  in  all  other  countries  of 
Europe,  will  be  the  principal  objection.  I  have  collected  together  with 
some  difficulty  a  few  gazettes,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
Congress,  from  which  all  the  news  may  be  collected  that  I  have  been  able 
to  learn.  Congress  will  easily  perceive  the  eagerness  with  which  the 
belligerent  powers  are  bent  on  war,  without  manifesting  the  least  dis- 
position for  peace,  and  most  of  all  Great  Britain,  whose  ostentatious 
display  of  trifling  successes  and  whose  weak  exultation  shows  that 
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nothing  can  divert  lier  from  licr  furious  course.  But  she  is  exhausting 
and  sinkiug  her  forces  every  day,  without  gaining  any  lasting  or  solid 
advantage,  and  she  has  reason  to  fear,  from  the  combined  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain,  under  such  enterprising,  experienced,  and  approved 
officers  as  D'Estaing  and  du  Chatfault,  tlie  entire  ruin  of  her  commerce 
and  navy  in  the  course  of  a  campaign  or  two  more. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  January  19,  1780. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  signilied  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  reso- 
lution of  Congress  assenting  to  my  return,  his  excellency  proposed  my 
taking  leave  of  the  king  in  form,  and  upon  my  doing  so,  that  minister 
presented  me  his  m;ijesty's  picture  set  in  diamonds. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  decline  accepting  it,  upon  which  his  excel- 
lency told  me  it  was  a  mark  of  his  miijciiity's  esteem,  and  was  never 
refused.  After  this  it  appeared  to  me  im[)roper  to  persist  in  the  refusal, 
and  I  received  it  with  a  determination  to  leave  it  to  the  disposal  of  Con- 
gress. It  is  sufficient  for  me  that  the  giving  it  is  a  distinguished  proof 
of  the  untruth  of  what  has  been  asserted  that  this  court  was  disgusted 
with  me  and  dissatisfied  at  my  conduct.  The  i)resent  itself  I  shall  dis- 
pose of  according  to  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  His  majesty's  portrait 
is  graven  upon  my  mind  by  the  justice  and  virtue  which  constitute  his 
character,  of  which  gold  and  jewels  can  not  enhance  the  value. 

Permit  me  from  this  example  to  remark,  for  the  sake  of  the  ministers, 
that  this  law  should  be  explained,  so  as  not  to  leave  them  to  the  dis- 
agreeable alternative  of  an  ungracious  refusal  or  an  acceptance  that 
may  expose  them  to  censure. 

An  expedition,  with  ten  thousand  ot  the  enemy's  best  troops,  will 
take  place  in  about  two  months  from  Ireland  ;  and  though  from  the 
profound  secrecy  observed  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  its  des- 
tination with  certainty,  yet  I  have  sufficient  reason  to  think  that  Boston 
is  the  object  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


Franklin  to  Hodgson. t 

Passy,  January  20,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  letter  informing  me  of 
the  good  disposition  of  the  commissioners  for  the  sick  and  wounded. 
I  believe  they  would  do  in  all  things  what  is  humane,  just,  and  honor- 
able, but  I  have  not  so  good  an  opinion  of  the  lords  of  admiralty,  from 
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whom  Mr.  Hartley  bad  never  been  able  to  obtain  a  yes  or  a  no  on  the 
plain  (juestion  whether  the  written  paroles  or  engagements  of  Englisli 
prisoners  set  at  liberty  by  our  cruisers  were  to  be  complied  with.  By 
the  resolution  which  you  inform  me  is  now  taken,  not  to  send  any 
more  men  to  Morlaix  than  there  shall  be  assembled  there  to  exchange 
them  with,  I  perceive  they  have  determined  that  such  paroles  are  not 
to  be  regarded;  I  must  therefore  give  notice  to  our  people  to  trust  no 
more  to  them,  but  to  bring  and  lodge  all  their  prisoners  in  French 
jails.  How  much  human  misery  might  be  saved  by  continuing  the 
other  method!  I  thought  confidence,  if  it  had  not  begot  confidence, 
would  at  least  have  produced  justice,  but  I  was  mistaken.  The  English 
navy  has  had  the  service  of  more  than  two  hundred  seamen  so  released 
ever  since  May  last.  Had  the  like  confidence  been  i)laced  in  us,  or  even 
had  those  engagements  been  executed,  I  should  have  sent  over  directly 
from  Holland  in  Dutch  bottoms,  without  writing  for  a  passport,  the  pris- 
oners brought  in  there  by  Commodore  Jones,  which  exceeded  five  hun- 
dred, and  without  waiting  [sic]  for  the  agreement  made  a  long  time  after 
between  the  French  and  English  ambassadors  for  their  exchange.  It  is 
surprising  on  how  slight  grounds  EnglivShmen  can  think  themselves  dis- 
engaged from  their  paroles  given  to  Americans.  There  is  a  Captain 
Tetnall,  who,  with  all  his  ship's  company,  was  released  at  Boston  on 
his  promise  to  obtain  in  England  the  release  of  a  Captain  Bobinson 
and  his  company,  who  were  an  equal  number.  On  his  arrival  in 
England  he  found  Captain  Robinson  already  exchanged,  and  there- 
fore, as  Mr.  Hartley  informs  me,  judges  himself  quit  of  his  engagement; 
and  it  seems  we  then  are  to  have  no  men  in  exchange  for  those  given 
for  Captain  Bobiusou  and  his  people.  Probably  we  shall  then  have 
none  neither  for  those  brought  over  upon  British  faith  with  two  flags 
of  truce  from  Boston.  Commodore  Jones  released  on  their  written 
parole,  they  being  in  bad  health,  John  Brownell,  master's  mate,  and 
Samuel  Wightman,  lieutenant  of  marines,  both  of  the  Serapis,  soon 
after  their  arrival  in  Holland.  Their  paroles,  with  many  others,  are  in 
my  hands.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  pris- 
oners we  have  in  Spain.  Here  are  forty-eight  at  L'Orient  and  thirty-six 
or  thirty  eight  at  Brest,  which  may  all  soon  be  rendered  at  Morlaix  if  a 
cartel  should  arrive  there.  Enclosed  I  send  a  second  pass  for  that  place. 
I  trouble  you  with  it,  as  I  apprehend  Mr.  Hartley,  who  wrote  for  it,  may 
be  out  of  town.  I  am  persuaded,  too,  that  if  you  can  procure  any 
favorable  change  in  tlie  sentiments  of  their  lordships  of  the  admiralty 
relating  to  parole  prisoners,  of  which  I  should  be  glad  to  hear,  it  will 
be  a  pleasure  to  your  benevolent  mind. 

I  rejoice  to  learn  the  friends  I  esteemed  and  loved  when  in  England 
continue  well.     Be  pleased  to  remember  me  to  them  affectionately. 
With  great  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  yours,  etc.,* 

*Thi8  letter  was  addresseil  to  Ml'.  Uoiljjson,  care  of  rriiill,  Hodgson  &>  Co.,  mer- 
chants, London, 
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Luzerne  to  Washington.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  January  23,  1780. 

Sir:  Advices  recently  received  from  Europe  make  mention  of  the 
efforts  which  the  English  have  made  in  Germany  to  procure  recruits 
and  new  levies,  and  of  the  difficulty  they  have  experienced  even  on  the 
part  of  those  courts  with  whom  they  had  before  treated.  The  greatest 
part  of  the  German  princes  who  have  sold  soldiers  to  the  court  of  Lon- 
don now  blush  at  these  sales,  which  have  excited  their  subjects  against 
them,  and  which,  besides,  have  drained  their  states.  Tliey  are  reluct- 
ant to  give  troops  to  a  power  that  is  making  war  against  France,  with 
whom  they  have  always  preserved  amicable  ties;  and  I  am  assured 
that  it  is  even  doubtful  whether  the  English  will  be  able  to  procure  a 
few  recruits  to  complete  the  corps  they  have  in  America. 

J  am  informed  that  these  circumstances  have  determined  the  British 
Government  to  make  every  effort  to  obtain  men  in  America  whom  they 
can  not  procure  in  Europe,  and  that  Mr.  Clinton  has  received  orders  to 
spare  no  pains  to  effect  the  exchange  or  deliverance  of  the  troops  of  the 
convention  of  Saratoga  and  of  other  prisoners  who  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
Americans.  It  is  added  that  the  want  of  the  court  of  London  for  soldiers 
is  so  pressing,  that  General  Clinton  has  been  authorized  to  surmount 
all  the  difficulties  which  may  arise  in  the  negotiation  of  this  exchange, 
and  that  he  is  even  pertnitted  in  case  of  absolute  necessity  to  treat  with 
Congress  or  their  ministers  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  and  as  witii  an 
independent  power.  He  has  also  equally  full  liberty  to  agree  upon  the 
number  of  private  soldiers  who  may  be  given  in  exchange  for  an  officer 
of  any  rank  whatsoever;  and  they  order  him  simply  to  remember  in 
treating  of  this  matter  that  an  English  soldier  transi  orted  to  America 
is  of  infinite  price  to  England,  and  they  exhort  him  to  employ  all  his 
efforts  to  bring  about  an  exchange,  whatever  may  be  the  conditions. 

I  hasten  to  communicate  these  interesting  ideas  to  Congress,  and  I 
have  learned  that  they  were  confirmed  by  the  event,  and  that  Major- 
General  Phillips  had  in  effect  drawn  on  a  negotiation  the  progress  of 
which  had  been  entirely  confided  to  your  excellency.  They  prayed  me 
at  the  same  time  to  send  you  a  communication  of  these  objects,  which  the 
Congress  think  ought  greatly  to  influence  the  measures  which  it  will  be 
in  your  power  to  take  when  you  know  that  the  English  commissioners 
have  orders  to  pass  over  all  difficulties  and  to  grant  all  the  demands 
which  may  be  made  rather  than  to  lose  the  occasion  of  re-enforcing  the 
army  they  have  upon  this  continent. 

I  join  to  this  some  extracts,  the  contents  of  which  have  appeared  to 
me  of  a  nature  to  interest  your  excellency'.  You  will  see  besides,  sir, 
by  the  dispatch  of  the  British  minister,  with  what  affectation  he  seeks 


'MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  665,  with  verbal  changes. 
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to  make  the  thirteen  States  to  be  considered  as  subjected  to  the  English 
domination,  and  you  will  judge  of  what  importance  it  is  to  you  to  treat 
with  the  court  of  London  upon  the  footing  of  perfect  equality,  and  how 
useful  an  act  of  this  nature  may  be  to  the  negotiations  of  Congress  in 
Europe,  when  they  can  add  to  all  the  facts  of  which  the  court  of  Madrid 
makes  mention  in  its  memoir  a  cartel  regulated  on  u  footing  of  perfect 
parity,  and  which  would  prejudge  beforehand  tbe  (piestion  of  your  inde- 
pendence. I  congratulate  myself  that  this  negotiation  is  in  your  hands, 
and  I  am  well  persuaded  that  nothing  will  pass  derogatory  to  the  part 
which  my  court  has  taken  in  acknowledging  the  independence  and  the 
perfect  sovereignty  of  the  United  States. 

I  shall  intrust  to  your  excellency  that  the  king  is  disposed  to  send 
over  succors  to  this  continent  of  arms  and  ammunition,  luit  as  the  events 
of  the  sea  are  uncertain,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  proper  to  make  no 
change  in  the  measures  which  may  have  besu  taken  otherwise  to  pro- 
cure them.  This  news  not  having  reached  me  till  yesterday,  1  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  make  a  communication  of  it  to  Congress. 

As  you  may  be  retained  in  your  quarters  by  im[)ortant  considerations, 
1  propose  to  go  to  render  you  my  duties  in  the  course  of  the  ncNt  month, 
and  confer  with  your  excellency  on  objects  of  great  importance,  and 
relative  to  the  measures  necessary  to  push  the  next  campaign  with 
vigor,  and  to  put  the  American  army  in  a  condition  truly  proper  to  hold 
the  enemy  in  check  upon  the  continent,  whilst  his  majesty  and  the 
King  of  Spain  shall  display  in  the  other  parts  of  the  world  all  their 
forces  to  secure  advantageous  terms  of  peace  to  the  allies. 
I  am,  with  respect,  sir, 

Luzerne. 

P.  S. — This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  your  excellency  by  M.  de  Gal- 
van,  who  has  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  major  by  your  goodness.  lie 
desires  to  merit  it  anew,  and  prays  me  to  solicit  you  to  put  his  zeal  in 
activity.  I  shall  be  very  grateful  for  what  you  may  be  pleased  to  do  for 
him.  He  was  particularly  recommended  to  me  by  the  minister  of  France. 
He  appeared  to  me  to  merit  a  great  deal  from  his  zeal  and  from  his 
personal  attachment  to  your  excellency. 


PAPERS    MKNTIOXED    IX   THE   ABOVE   I.ETTEK. 

Xo.  1. — Tiiiuslatioij. 

[Extract  of  a  dispatch  cominunicatitl  by  Lord  WeyiuouMj,  the  ambassador  of  Euslaud  to  the  court  of 
Madrid,  to  Lord  Grantham  ou  tlie  16th  of  March,  1770.] 

Let  the  Colonies  propose  also  tlieir  grievances,  and  th  ;  conditions  for  tlieir  security 
or  lor  their  precaution,  in  order  that  the  continuance  and  authority  of  lawful  govern- 
ment may  be  re-established  ;  aud  then  we  shall  see  it  a  direct  and  immediate  accom- 
modation can  take  place.  If  this  same  method  is  preferred  in  this  last  case  only,  let 
a  truce  be  made  in  North  America  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  real  truce  and  suspension  of  arms, 
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during  which  may  be  established  aud  secured  the  liberty  and  estates  of  persons  of  every 
condition,  aud  let  all  sort  of  violence  against  the  respective  subjects,  or  against  the 
estates  or  etfects  which  they  possess,  be  made  to  cease.  During  this  truce  the  French 
may  treat  upon  their  particular  concerns,  avoiding  thereby  the  suspicious  to  which 
they  would  necessarily  expose  themselves  if  they  wish  to  involve  in  the  negotiation 
their  private  advantage  relatively  to  the  pretended  interests  of  those  whom  France, 
with  atiectation,  calls  her  allies,  aud  his  majesty  will  be  able  to  establish  the  gov- 
ernment of  his  own  dominions  without  suh'ering  the  humiliation  of  not  receiving, 
but  from  the  hand  of  a  declared  enemy,  the  conditions  which  regard  this  govern- 
ment. 

No.  2. — Translatiou. 

[Dllimatiim  proposed  by  the  c  lurt  of  Madrid  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Enj;land,  dated  3d  of  April, 

1779] 

If  these  overtures  or  propositions  had  arrived  here  immediately  after  the  king  had 
made  his  to  adjust  the  plan  of  reconciliation,  several  ditticulties  might  have  been 
some  time  since  removed  by  the  moditications  which  might  have  been  negotiated, 
counting  upou  good  faith  aud  reciprocal  confidence,  as  well  as  the  desire  of  obtainiug 
a  peace;  but  alter  having  lost  more  than  two  months,  without  reckouiug  the  time 
that  uselessly  passed  before,  and  after  having  observed  that  during  tbis  interval  they 
did  not  cease  to  make  great  preparations  of  war,  it  must  necessarily  be  suspected  tLat 
the  object  of  England  is  to  let  glide  away  the  months  which  the  campaign  might  still 
last  to  continue  the  war  with  vigor.  In  this  case  all  the  efforts  of  the  king  to  bring 
back  the  belligerent  powers  to  peace  would  be  ineffectual.  Nevertheless  his  majesty, 
wishino-  to  give  one  more  proof  of  his  love  of  humanity,  aud  to  make  it  appear  that 
he  has  neglected  nothing  to  stop  aud  prevent  the  calamities  of  war,  has  ordered  to 
propose  to  the  two  courts  the  following  plan,  wliich  will  beou  his  part  an  ultimatum 
iir  this  affair : 

"That  there  shall  be  an  unlimited  suspension  of  arms  with  France,  on  condition 
that  neither  of  the  belligerent  powers  cau  break  it  without  advertising  the  other  a 
year  beforehand. 

"  That,  with  a  view  of  re-establishing  reciprocal  security  aud  good  faith  between  the 
two  crowns  by  means  of  this  suspension  of  hostilities,  there  shall  be  a  general  dis- 
arming in  the  space  of  one  mouth  on  the  side  of  Europe,  in  four  montUs  on  that  ot 
America,  and  in  eight  months  or  a  year  for  those  of  Africa  aud  of  Asia,  the  most 
remote. 

"That  they  shall  determine  in  a  month  the  place  where  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  two  courts  shall  assemble,  to  treat  of  a  definitive  accommodation  of  peace,  and  to 
regulate  the  restitutiousor  compensations  relative  to  the  reprisals  which  have  been 
m.ide  without  adjudication  of  war,  and  to  other  grievances  or  pretensions  of  one  or 
the  other  crown.  For  this  purpose  the  king  will  continue  his  mediation,  offering  in 
the  first  place  the  city  of  Madrid  to  hold  a  congress. 

"That  the  King  of  Great  Britain  shall  grant  a  like  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the 
American  Colonies,  by  the  intercession  and  mediation  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  a  year 
beforehand,  to  the  end  that  he  may  apprise  the  said  American  provinces  that  tbey 
are  equally  ordered  to  make  a  reciprocal  disarming  at  the  epochas  and  for  the  spaces 
of  time  which  have  beeu  specified  with  regard  to  France. 

"  That  the  bounds  be  fixed  beyond  which  neither  of  the  two  parties  shall  pass  from 
the  positions  aud  territories  in  which  it  shall  be  at  the  time  of  the  ratificatiou  ot 
this  arrangement. 

"That  they  may  send  to  Madrid  one  or  more  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Col- 
onies, and  that  his  Britannic  majesty  may  also  scud  others  on  his  part  under  the 
mediation  of  the  ki'ig,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  adjust  all  those  poiuts  aud  others 
which  respect  this  suspension  of  arms  aud  the  etfects  which  it  ought  to  produce,  so 
long  as  it  shall  subsist,  aud  that  during  this  iuterval  the  Colonies  shall  be  treated  as 
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independent  in  fact.  That  in  case  all  the  belligerent  powers,  or  any  others  amonsj 
thein,  or  even  the  Colonies  themselves,  demand  that  the  treaties  or  accommodations 
which  are  conclnded  be  guarantied  by  those  powers  and  by  Spain,  they  shall  in 
effect  be  so  guarantied.  And  the  Catholic  king  now  offers  his  guaranty  for  the  pre- 
liminaries." 

No.  3. — Translation. 

[Extract  from  the  exposition  of  the  motives  of  the  court  of  Spain  relative  to  England.] 

Amoug  the  propositions  of  the  ultimatum  of  the  King  of  Spain  there  is  one  for 
which  the  British  cabinet  has  affected  to  have  the  greatest  repugnance,  and  that  is 
the  proposition  which  imparts  that  the  Colonies  shall  be  treated  as  independent  ire 
fact  during  the  interval  of  the  truce.  It  is  extraordinary,  since  it  is  even  ridiculous, 
that  the  court  of  London,  after  haviug  treated  the  Colonies  during  the  war  as  inde- 
pendent not  only  \n  fact,  but  also  of  right,  should  have  any  repugnance  to  treat  them 
as  independent  only  in  fact  during  the  truce  or  suspension  of  arms.  The  convention  of 
Saratoga,  General  Burgoyne  considered  as  a  lawful  prisoner,  the  exchange  and  lib- 
eration of  other  colonial  prisoners,  the  nomination  of  commissioners  to  meet  the 
Americans  at  their  own  homes,  the  act  of  having  asked  peace  of  them,  and  to  treat 
with  them  or  with  Congre.ss,  and  a  hundred  other  facts  of  this  nature,  authorized  by 
the  court  of  London,  have  been  genuine  signs  of  an  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies. 

It  is  the  English  nation  itself  who  can  best  judge  and  decide  whether  all  ihese 
acts  are  as  compatible  with  the  honor  of  the  British  crown  as  would  be  that  of 
granting  to  the  Colonies,  by  the  interposition  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  a  suspension 
of  arms  to  di.scuss  their  differences  and  to  treat  them  during  this  interval  as  inde- 
pendent in  fact. 


H.  Laurens  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Charleston,  January  24,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  11th  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
commands  of  the  A  1th  ultimo,  accompanied  by  two  acts  of  Congress, 
one  of  the  23d  of  November,  1779,  for  drawing  bills  of  exchange  "on  Mr. 
John  Jay  for  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  on  Mr.  Henry 
Laurens  for  a  like  sum,"  and  for  appointing  a  committee  to  report,  etc.; 
the  other  of  the  20th  of  November,  for  carrying  the  first  act  into  effect 
by  modes  therein  specified.  Neither  of  these  acts  intimates  where  the 
intended  drafts  are  to  be  paid,  nor  where  Congress  expects  me  to  be  at 
the  presentation  of  the  bills  which  are  to  be  assigned  for  my  accept- 
ance, nor  directs  me  to  funds  for  discharging  them,  nor  do  the  contents 
of  your  said  favor  of  the  11th  of  December  elucidate  these  ambiguities. 

Probably,  however,  it  might  have  been  expected  that,  although  I  am 
to  cross  the  Atlantic  single,  and  the  bills  in  quadruplicate,  and  although 
I  am  not  yet  honored  with  the  act  of  Congress  appointing  me  to  nego- 
tiate a  loan  in  Europe,  which  should  have  been  lodged  in  my  hands  as 
the  corner-stone  for  proceeding,  nor  with  means  for  procuring  or  paying 
for  a  passage  thither,  nor  with  other  necessary  and  promised  acts  and 
letters  from  Congress,  I  am  to  meet  one  bill  of  each  set  in  some  part  of 
the  United  Netherlands. 
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Taking  for  granted,  therefore,  that  the  bills  are  not  to  be  presented 
to  lue  in  any  part  of  America,  I  shall  embark  for  Europe  by  the  first 
opportunity,  and  if  it  please  God  that  I  arriv^e  in  safety,  I  shall  proceed 
to  Paris  and  Amsterdam  with  all  possible  dispatch,  when  I  shall  expect 
to  receive  further  and  more  explicit  commands  from  Congress  lor 
enabling  me  to  make  those  vigorous  exertions  on  which  you  are  i)leased 
to  say  the  credit  of  our  paper  currency,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  the 
credit  of  these  United  States,  depends.  Had  I  been  apprised  in  proper 
time  that  this  quick  step  in  accommodation  bills  had  been  in  embryo, 
I  should  not  have  had  resolution  to  face  them.  Should  there  now  be 
any  failure,  it  will  not  be  the  result  of  delinquency  in  any  respect  on 

my  part. 

I  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  inform  Congress  that  I  have  engaged 
for  a  passage  to  France  on  board  the  French  frigate  Chimere.  com- 
manded by  the  Chevalier  Durumain,  who,  at  the  special  request  of  this 
State,  is  gone  on  a  short  cruise  on  the  coast  in  company  with  three  of 
the  Continental  frigates,  with  a  prospect  of  intercepting  some  ot  the 
enemy's  transport  ships  and  troops  from  New  York  intended  for  Geor- 
gia ;  that  immediately  after  the  Chimere  arrives  at  the  bar  of  Charles- 
ton, whither  she  is  to  return  for  necessary  stores  for  her  voyage,  I 
shall  embark;  that  if  any  accident  shall  prevent  her  return,  I  will 
embrace  the  very  next  earliest  opportunity  of  proceeding,  either  direct 
for  Europe  or  by  way  of  the  West  Indies,  without  regard  to  my  own 
private  interest  or  indulgence.  No  vessel  has  sailed  from  this  port  for 
Europe  since  my  arrival  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Henry  Laurens. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress." 
[Traublatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  January  24,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  the  credentials  by  which  M. 
d'Anmours  is  provisionally  appointed  his  majesty's  consul  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina.  I  entreat  you  to  be  pleased  to  cause  them  to  be  in- 
vested with  the  sanction  of  Congress  by  having  them  entered  upon  the 
registers,  and  by  taking  the  trouble  to  affix  your  approval,  or  causing 
that  of  Mr.  Thompson  to  be  affixed,  according  to  the  mode  heretofore 
pursued  in  similar  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Luzerne. 
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Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.  ] 

Philadelphia,  January  25,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  minister  plenipoteutiary  of  France  has  received  express 
orders  from  the  king,  bis  master,  to  inform  Congress  that  the  present 
situation  of  the  affairs  of  the  alliance  in  Europe  announces  the  necessity 
of  another  campaign,  which  is  indispensable  to  bring  England  to  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  thirteen  United  States, 
which  is  the  essential  purpose  of  tbe  present  war.  That  power  is  mak- 
ing preparations  the  most  proper  for  continuing  the  war  with  vigor, 
and  appears  willing  to  employ  in  the  course  of  this  year  all  the  means 
possible  to  procure  reparation,  by  some  important  enterprise,  for  the 
losses  it  has  already  sustained.  Congress  can  not  doubt  that  in  this 
situation  of  affairs  his  most  Christian  majesty  and  the  King  of  Spain 
liave  concerted  plans  to  maintain  tluit  superiority  by  sea  which  has 
begun  to  appear  in  their  favor,  and  the  underwritten  has  reason  to 
believe  that  the  United  States  have  nothing  to  desire  of  their  ally 
touching  the  use  he  is  making  of  the  resources  of  his  realm  and  the 
efficacy  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  cabinets  of  Versailles  and 
Madrid. 

But  while  this  powerful  diversion  retains  in  Europe  and  the  West 
Indies  the  greater  part  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  of  the  common  enemy, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  United  States,  on  their  part,  should 
make  efforts  proportionable  to  the  greatness  of  the  object  for  which  they 
are  contending.  The  only  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
war  is  to  push  it  with  new  vigor,  to  take  effectual  measures  immedi- 
ately for  completing  the  army  and  putting  it  in  condition  to  begin  an 
early  campaign. 

It  is  also  necessary  to  concert,  as  far  as  the  distance  of  places  will 
permit,  a  plan  of  common  operations,  and  this  is  one  of  the  principal 
points  on  which  the  underwritten  minister  is  ordered  to  consult  with 
Congress.  He  is  also  ordered  to  assure  this  assembly  that  the  king, 
being  informed  of  the  wants  of  the  American  army  with  respect  to 
arms  and  ammunition,  has  commanded  his  ministers  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  for  supplying  them.  It  is  necessary  that  the  under- 
written minister  should  confer  with  Congress  on  the  subjects  just  men- 
tioned. Besides,  he  has  some  particular  circumstances  to  communicate 
relative  to  the  present  or  probable  state  of  the  negotiations,  and  he  de- 
sires that  this  assembly  will  be  pleased  to  inform  him  in  what  manner 
they  will  receive  the  communication,  the  subject  of  which,  as  well  as 
the  plan  of  operations  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  requires  the  most 
profound  secrecy.  In  the  mean  while  he  now  only  assures  Congress 
that  in  the  whole  course  of  the  negotiations  carried  on  last  year  the 
king  would  not  listen  to  either  peace  or  truce  without  an  assurance  of 

some  sort  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Luzerne. 
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Jay  to  Franklin.* 

Cadiz,  January  2G,  1780. 
Dear  Sie:  You  have  doubtless  beeu  anuised  this  moiitli  or  two  past 
with  various  coujectures  about  the  fate  of  the  Confederacy.  She  left 
Chester  (ou  the  Delaware)  18th  t  October,  bouud  for  France;  was  dis- 
masted and  split  her  rudder  the  7th  November  off  the  banks  of  ISTew- 
foundland  ou  the  23d  following-.  The  officers  of  the  ship  being  all  of 
opinion  that  thecondition  of  her  rudder  forbid  our  proceeding  to  Europe, 
we  steered  for  Martiuico,  and  arrived  there  IStli  December.  We  sailed 
from  thence  the  28tli  following  in  the  Aurora,  and  expected  to  have 
proceeded  with  her  to  Toulon ;  but  on  arriving  here,  the  22d  instant,  we 
heard  of  the  success  of  the  enemy  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  sev^eral 
cruisers  near  this  coast,  whom  we  had  fortunately  escaped. 

The  further  prosecution  of  my  voyage  having  thus  become  impro[)er, 
I  gave  notice  of  my  appointment  and  arrival  to  Don  Joseph  de  Galvez, 
the  secretary  of  state  for  thedepartmeut  of  the  Indies,  in  a  letter,  of  which 
the  enclosed  ISTo.  1  is  a  copy,  and  also  to  Count  deVergennes  in  a  letter, 
of  which  the  enclosed  No.  2  is  a  copy.  Mr.  Carmichael  is  the  bearer  of 
the  former,  and  M.  Gerard  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  take  charge  of  the 
latter. 

While  at  Martiuico  I  drew  a  bill  upon  you  for  somewhere  about  seventy 
half  Johannes  in  favor  of  Mr.  Bingham,  of  which  I  gave  you  advice  by- 
letter  from  thence,  and  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress 
which  authorized  that  measure. 

Although  I  had  letters  with  me  to  gentlemen  in  other  parts  of  Spain, 
yet  it  unluckily  happened  that  I  had  none  to  any  person  here.  You 
may  imagine,  therefore,  that  I  was  at  first  little  embarrassed  on  the 
article  of  money,  but  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  polite 
and  unsolicited  offers  of  Chevalier  Roche  and  M.  Penet  have  made  me 
easy  ou  that  head  for  the  present.  By  their  means  I  obtained  3,912 
livres  tournois  from  Messrs.  Quintinkeret  &  Co.  for  a  bill  on  you  for 
4,079  livres  tournois,  that  being,  it  seems,  the  difference  of  exchange. 
The  bill  is  dated  the  25th  instant,  and  is  made  payable  at  the  exj)ira- 
tion  of  sixty  days  from  the  date,  which  they  tell  me  is  the  manner  of 
drawing  bills  here. 

American  credit  suffers  exceedingly  in  this  place  from  reports  that 
our  loan  office  bills,  payable  in  France,  have  not  been  duly  honored, 
but  have  been  delayed  payment  under  various  pretexts,  oue  of  which 
is  that  it  was  necessary  for  a  whole  set  of  bills  to  arrive  before  the 
money  could  be  paid. 

How  far  you  may  be  in  capacity  to  answer  the  demands  made  upon 
you  I  cau  not  determine,  but  many  considerations  induce  me  to  entreat 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  imperfectly  given  in  1  Corr.  and  Pub.  Papers  of  John  Jay,  254. 
t  Franklin,  in  bis  letter  to  Dumas,  Jan.  27,  1780,  says  the  Confederacy  left  the  Capes 
of  Delaware  October  28. 
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you  by  all  means  puiictnally  to  pay  the  bill  in  question.  Private  honor 
forbids  that  these  gentlemen  should,  by  an  act  of  kindness  to  me,  ex- 
pose their  friends  to  inconveniences,  and  public  credit  demands  that 
the  reputation  of  Congress  be  not  destroyed  by  the  i)rotest  of  bills  drawn 
under  their  immediate  authority  for  the  necessary  support  of  their  serv- 
ants; and  I  might  also  add  that  if  this  bill  should  fail  there  will  be 
an  end  put  to  my  credit.  On  the  consequences  of  such  an  event  it  is 
neither  necessary  or  pleasant  to  dwell. 

I  have  in  my  possession  several  letters,  or  rather  packets,  directed 
to  you,  and  am  much  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  them.  Be  pleased  to 
direct  me.  There  are  many  things  I  wish  to  say  to  you,  but  you  must, 
my  dear  sir,  excuse  my  postponing  them  to  another  opportunity.  I 
have  been  so  confined  since  my  arrival  by  preparing  letters  for  Madrid, 
France,  and  America  that  I  have  not  yet  been  two  hours  out  of  my 
chamber. 

God  bless  yon,  my  dear  sir,  and  long  continue  to  3'ou  the  blessing  of 
health  and  cheerfulness. 
Believe  me,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

P.  S. — Be  pleased  to  present  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Adams.  1  shall 
do  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  him  by  the  next  opportunity. 
When  we  lett  Philadelphia  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bache,  with  their  children 
(which  are  regally  tine  ones),  were  in  perfect  health. 


Jay  to  A.   Lee.* 

Cadiz,  January  26,  1780. 

Sir  :  As  a  knowledge  of  the  measures  you  may  have  taken  and  the 
information  you  may  have  acquired  relative  to  the  objects  of  your  com- 
mission from  the  United  States  of  America  to  conclude  treaties  with 
his  Catholic  majesty  ^ould  probably  enable  me  with  greater  facility 
and  advantage  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  appointment,  permit  me,  sir, 
to  request  the  favor  of  jow  to  communicate  the  same  to  me,  in  such 
manner  as  you  may  judge  most  prudent. 

I  have  in  my  possession  some  letters  directed  to  you  ;  they  are  volu- 
minous, and  probably  contain  printed  papers.  They  may  also  be  con- 
fidential and  important  to  you.  Under  these  circumstances  I  can  only 
judge  of  your  inclination  by  what  would  be  my  own  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion. [  should  wish  that  they  might  be  detained  till  I  could  have  an 
opportunity  of  directing  the  manner  of  their  conveyance.  Upon  this 
principle  they  shall  remain  among  my  papers  till  I  receive  your  orders 
what  to  do  with  them.t 
I  am,  sir,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  141. 
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Franklin  to  Dumas.  * 

Passy,  Jannary  27, 1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  yours  of  the  lOtli  instaut.  1  shall  be  glad  to 
learn  how  the  taking  of  the  Dutch  ships  has  been  accommodated.  We 
have  yet  no  news  of  the  Alliance,  but  suppose  she  is  cruising.  We  are 
more  in  pain  for  the  Confederacy,  which  sailed  on  the  28th  of  October 
from  the  capes  of  Delaware.  There  is  some  hope  that  she  went  to 
Charleston  to  take  in  Mv.  Laurens,  as  some  passengers  arrived  in 
France,  who  left  Philadel[)liia  several  weeks  after  her  sailing,  say  it 
was  a  general  opinion  she  would  call  there  before  she  departed  for 
Europe,  t 

I  send  you  enclosed  a  translation  of  a  letter,  which  I  think  I  sent  you 
the  original  of  before.     Perhaps  it  may  serve  our  Leyden  friend. 

I  am  sorry  you  have  any  difference  with  the  ambassador,  and  wish 
you  to  accommodate  it  as  soon  as  possible.  Depend  upon  it  that  no 
one  ever  knew  from  me  that  you  had  spoken  or  written  agaiiist  any 
person.  There  is  one  concerning  whom  I  thiidc  you  sometimes  receive 
erroneous  information.  In  one  particular  I  know  you  were  misinformed, 
that  of  his  selling  us  arras  at  an  enormous  profit.  The  truth  is,  we  never 
bought  of  him. 

I  am  ever,  with  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Jay— Instructions  to  CarmichaeLt 

Cadiz,  January  27,  1780. 

You  will  proceed  to  iMadrid  with  convenient  expedition,  and  if  M. 
Gerard,  with  whom  you  set  out,  should  travel  too  deliberately^  I  advise 
yon  to  go  on  before  him.  The  propriety  of  this,  however,  will  depend 
much  on  circumstances,  and  must  be  determined  by  your  own  dis- 
cretion. 

On  delivering  my  letter  to  M.  Calvez,  it  would  be  proper  to  intimate 
that  1  presumed  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  him  to  receive  my  dis- 
patches from  yon,  who  could  give  him  information  on  many  matters 
about  which  he  might  choose  to  inquire,  than  in  the  ordinary  modes  of 
conveyance.  And  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  let  him  know,  that  his  not 
receiving  notice  of  our  arrival  from  me  by  M.  Gerard's  courier  was 
owing  to  a  mistake  between  that  gentleman  and  me. 

Treat  the  French  ambassador  with  great  consideration  and  candor, 
and  that  degree  of  conli<lence  only  which  prudence  and  the  alliance  be- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  295  ;  8  Sparks'  Frauklin,  412;  7 
Bif^elow'.s  Franklin,  1. 

tSee  the  history  of  the  voyage  of  the  Confcdcntcy  iu  Jay  to  President  of  Congress, 
December  24,  1779,  niqyra. 
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tweeii  us  Diay  prescribe.  In  your  conversations  with  people  about  the 
court,  impress  them  with  an  idea  of  our  strong  attachmeut  to  France, 
yet  so  as  to  avoid  permitting-  them  to  imbibe  an  opinion  of  our  being 
under  the  direction  of  any  counsels  but  our  own.  The  former  will  in- 
duce them  to  think  well  of  our  constancy  and  good  faith,  the  latter  of 
our  independence  and  self-respect. 

Discover,  if  possible,  whether  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Versailles 
entertain,  in  any  degree,  the  same  mutual  disgusts  which  we  are  told 
l)revail  at  present  between  the  two  nations,  and  be  cautious  wben 
you  tread  on  this  delicate  ground.  It  would  also  be  useful  to  know 
who  are  the  king's  principal  confidants  and  the  trains  leading  to  each. 

To  treat  prudently  with  any  nation,  it  is  essential  to  know  the  state 
of  its  revenues.  Turn  your  attention,  therefore,  to  this  object,  and 
endeavor  to  learn  whether  the  public  expenditures  consume  their  an- 
nual income,  or  whether  there  be  any  and  what  overplus  or  deficiency, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  former  is  disi)Osed  of  or  the  latter  sup- 
plied. 

If  an  opportunity  should  otfer,  inform  yourself  as  to  the  regulations 
of  the  press  at  Madrid,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  kingdom;  and  the 
jiarticular  character  of  the  person  at  the  head  of  that  department. 
Endeavor  to  find  some  person  of  adequate  abilities  and  knowledge  in 
the  two  languages  to  translate  English  into  Spanish  with  propriety, 
and,  if  possible,  elegance.  I  wish  also  to  know  which  of  the  religious 
orders,  and  the  individuals  of  it,  are  most  esteemed  and  favored  at 
court. 

Mention,  as  matter  of  intelligence  rather  than  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment, the  cruelties  of  the  enemy,  and  the  influence  of  that  conduct  on 
tbe  passions  of  Americans.  This  will  be  the  more  necessary,  as  it 
seems  we  are  suspected  of  retaining  our  former  attachments  to  Britain. 

In  speaking  of  American  aflairs,  remember  to  do  justice  to  Virginia 
and  the  western  country  near  the  Mississippi.  Recount  their  achieve- 
ments against  the  savages,  their  growing  numbers,  extensive  settle- 
ments, and  aversion  to  Britain  for  attempting  to  involv^e  them  in  the 
horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  Let  it  appear  also  from  your  representa- 
tions that  ages  will  be  necessary  to  settle  those  extensive  regions. 

Let  it  be  inferred  from  your  conversation  that  the  expectations  of 
America,  as  to  my  reception  and  success,  are  sanguine  ;  that  they  have 
been  rendered  the  more  so  by  the  suggestions  of  persons  generally 
supposed  to  speak  from  authority',  and  that  a  disappointment  would  be 
no  less  unwelcome  than  unexpected. 

I  am  persuaded  that  pains  will  be  taken  to  delay  my  receiving  a 
decided  answer  as  to  my  reception  until  the  sentiments  of  France 
shall  be  known.  Attempts  will  also  be  made  to  suspetul  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  our  independence  on  the  condition  of  our  acceding  to 
certain  terms  of  treaty .  Do  nothing  to  cherish  either  of  these  ideas ; 
but,  without  being  explicit,  treat  the  latter  in  a  manner  expressive  of 
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regret  and  apprehensiou,  and  seem  to  consider  my  reception  as  a 
measure  which  we  hoped  w^onld  be  immediately  taken,  although  the 
business  of  the  negotiation  might  be  postponed  till  France  could  have 
an  opportunity  of  taking:  the  step  she  might  think  proi)er  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

You  will  offer  to  transmit  to  me  any  dispatches  which  M.  Galvez 
niay  thiidc  proper  to  confide  to  you,  or  to  return  with  them  yourself  if 
more  agreeable  to  him. 

You  will  be  attentive  to  all  other  objects  of  useful  information,  such 
as  the  characters,  views,  and  connections  of  important  individuals;  the 
l^lau  of  operations  for  the  next  campaign;  whether  any,  and  what, 
secret  overtures  have  been  made  by  Britain  to  France  or  Spain,  or  by 
either  of  them  to  her,  or  each  other;  whether  any  of  the  other  i)ovvers 
have  manifested  a  disposition  to  take  a  part  in  the  war,  and  whether  it 
is  probable  that  any,  and  which,  of  them  will  become  mediators  for  a 
general  peace  and  on  what  plan.  If  the  war  should  continue,  it  would 
be  advantageous  to  know  whether  Spain  means  to  carry  on  any  serious 
operations  for  possessing  herself  of  the  Floridas  and  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  etc. 

Although  I  have  confidence  in  your  prudence,  yet  permit  me  to 
recommend  to  you  the  greatest  circumspection.  Command  yourself 
under  every  circumstance ;  on  the  one  hand,  avoid  being  suspected  of 
servility,  and  ou  the  other,  let  your  temper  be  always  even  and  your 
attention  unremitted. 

You  will  oblige  me  by  being  very  regular  and  circumstantial  in  your 
correspondence,  and  commit  nothing  of  a  private  nature  to  paper 
unless  in  cipher. 

John  Jay. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Cadiz,  January  27,  1780. 

Sir  :  This  morning  M.  Gerard  set  out  from  this  city  for  France,  and 
Mr.  Carmichael,  charged  with  dispatches  from  me  to  the  Spanish  min- 
istry, accompauies  him  as  far  as  Madrid. 

We  arrived  here  the  22d  iustaut,  and  I  have  been  so  engaged  ever 
since  in  preparing  letters,  etc.,  as  not  to  have  an  opportunity  of  writing 
circumstantially  to  your  excellency  by  Cai)tain  Proctor,  who  I  am  told 
is  to  sail  early  in  the  morning  for  the  Delaware  or  Chesapeake. 

We  left  Martinique  ou  the  28th  of  December,  in  the  Aurora  frigate, 
bound  to  Toulon.  On  touching  here  for  intelligence  we  were  infornud 
that  the  enemy  had  acquired  a  decided  superiority  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  that  this  coast  was  infested  by  their  cruisers,  all  of  whom  we 
had  fortunately  escaped.    Hence  it  became  improper  for  me  to  proceed 
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to  Frauoe  by  water,  and  it  would  in  my  opiuion  have  been  indelicate, 
and  therefore  imprudent,  to  have  passed  silently  through  this  kingdom 
to  that,  for  the  i)urpose  of  making  a  communication  to  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty,  which  could  be  fully  conveyed  by  paper.  On  this  subject 
I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  furtlier  remarks  in  a  future 
letter. 

Congress  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  plan  of  my 
conduct  from  the  papers  herewith  coclosed,  viz :  a  copy  of  a  letter  to 
M.  Galvez,  the  Spanish  minister;  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  (of  both  these  I  have  sent  coi)ies  to  Dr.  Franklin);  a  copy 
of  a  letter  to  the  honorable  Arthur  Lee  ;  and  a  copy  of  my  instructions 
to  Mr.  Carmichael. 

As,  in  pursuance  of  what  appears  to  me  to  be  my  duty,  I  shall  render 
frequent,  particular,  and  cuntidential  accounts  of  my  proceedings  to 
Congress,  I  liatter  myself  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  return  of 
them  to  Europe. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  Carmichael.* 

Passy,  January  27,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  before  me  your  favors  of  October  25,  November 
5,  and  December  21.  1  do  not  know  whether  the  Duke  de  Crillou, 
whom  you  recommend,  is  come  to  Paris.  That  letter  came  while  I  was 
ill,  and  I  have  not  since  heard  anything  of  him.  But  I  will  inquire  for 
him  of  the  prince,  to  whom  it  was  not  till  yesterday  that  I  was  able  to 
pay  my  respects,  and  to  thank  the  i^rincess  for  their  civilities  to  my 
compatriots  at  Madrid.  You  desire,  as  she  had  not  the  print  she  re- 
quested, that  I  would  show  her  the  original  to  advantage.  It  happened 
unluckily  otherwise,  for  hy  the  mistake  of  my  man,  who,  it  seems,  had 
inquired  for  the  princess  instead  of  the  prince,  I  was  shown  into  a 
dressing-room  where  a  lady  was  at  her  toilet;  and  not  knowing  at  first 
who  it  was,  and  expecting  the  i)rince,  1  was  a  little  puzzled  till  he  came. 
They  speak  of  you  with  great  regard. 

I  wish  to  know  whether  the  clothing  you  mention  in  yours  of  No- 
vember 5  is  gone  and  what  the  quantity.  When  I  heard  of  the  taking  of 
clothing  for  fifteen  thousand  men  by  the  co'jibined  tieetfrom  the  Eng- 
lish I  thought  our  friends  had  a  fine  opportunity  of  supplying  our  wants 
in  an  essential  not  immediately  necessary  to  themselves:  I  hope  it  was 
all  sent  to  America.  Keports  are  just  now  spread  here,  but  I  do  not  learn 
how  they  came,  that  M.  Galvez  has  succeeded  at  Pensacola.  This  gives 
me  the  more  pleasure,  as  when  Spain  has  done  her  own  business  in  re- 
covering Florida,  she  may,  perhaps,  think  of  helping  us  to  recover 
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Georgia  and  Caroliua.  But  I  own,  too,  that  my  expectations  of  great 
aids  from  that  nation  are  not  much  stronger  than  yours.  As  yet  they 
know  us  too  little,  and  are  jealous  of  us  too  much ;  their  long  delay  in 
entering  into  treaty  with  us,  in  pursuance  of  the  secret  article,  is  to  me 
a  mark  of  their  not  being  very  fond  of  a  connection  with  us,  in  which 
I  think  they  much  mistake  their  true  interest  and  neglect  securing 
great  and  permanent  advantages  to  their  country. 

I  thank  you  for  your  information  relating  to  the  batteries  opened 
against  me  in  America.  I  since  hear  that  a  motion  has  been  made  in 
Congress  by  a  Carolina  member  for  recalling  me,  but  without  success  ; 
and  that  A.  Lee  has  printed  a  pamphlet  against  me.  If  my  enemies 
would  have  a  little  patience  they  may  soon  see  me  removed  without  their 
giving  themselves  any  trouble,  as  I  am  now  seventy-five.  I  know  not 
what  they  can  mean  by  saying  that  I  opposed  the  settling  of  Mr.  Deane's 
accounts.  I  have  no  interest  to  induce  such  opposition,  and  no  opposi- 
tion has  been  made.  The  Congress  appointed  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Nantes,  to 
audit  them ;  he  refused  the  service,  and  Mr.  Deane  was,  till  very  lately, 
absent. 

I  am  glad  you  have  met  with  such  civility  from  the  Marquis  D' Yranda. 
From  the  character  Mr.  Grand  gives  me  of  him  I  wish  both  you  and 
Mr.  Jay  may  cultivate  his  friendship.  He  has  conceived  that  Mr.  Jay 
is  too  reserved  towards  him  qiCil  paroit  foiijours  fort  houtonne  was,  I 
think,  the  expression  in  a  letter  Mr.  Grand  read  to  me.  Though  I  did 
not  sooner  answer  Mr.  Jay's  and  your  letters  relating  to  your  appoint- 
ments, I  took  care  immediately  to  order  the  credit  desired,  and  1  have 
since  accepted  the  bill  you  mention,  so  that  I  hope  you  are  now  easy  as 
to  your  particular  affairs,  which  I  wish  you  may  always  be,  enjoying 
withal  every  other  kind  of  happiness. 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — As  I  read  Spanish  a  little,  I  wish  you  would  send  me  the 
Gazette  of  Madrid  by  the  court  couriers,  and  any  new  pamphlets  that 
are  curious.  There  is  also  a  book  that  I  desire  to  have,  but  it  being  in 
two  volumes  folio,  you  can  not  easily  find  an  opportunity  of  sending  itj 
it  is  the  Bihliotheca  Mispana  Nicolai  A^itoni. 


Jay  to  Galvez,  Minister  of  the  Spanish  Court.* 

Cadiz,  Januari/  27,  1780. 
Sir  :  Permit  me,  through  your  excellency,  to  have  the  honor  of  repre- 
senting to  his  most  Catholic  majesty  that,  on  the  6th  day  of  February, 
1778,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  by  whom  the  treaties  now  subsisting 
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between  them  were  coucluded,  did  make  and  subscribe  a  secret  article 
in  the  words  followiug-,  viz  : 

"The  most  Christian  king- declares,  in  consequence  of  the  intimate 
union  which  subsists  between  him  and  the  King  of  Spain,  that,  in  con- 
cluding with  the  United  States  of  America  this  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  and  that  of  eventual  and  defensive  alliance,  his  majesty  had 
intended  and  intends  to  reserve  expressly,  as  he  reserves  by  this  pres- 
ent separate  and  secret  act,  to  his  Catholic  majesty  the  power  of  ac- 
ceding to  the  said  treaties  and  to  ])articipate  in  their  stipulations  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper;  it  being  well  understood,  never- 
theless, that  if  any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agree- 
able to  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Catholic  majesty  may  propose  other  con- 
ditions analogous  to  the  princii)al  aim  of  the  alliance,  and  conformably 
to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship.  The  deputies  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  name  of  their  constituents,  accept  the  pres- 
ent declaration  to  its  full  extent;  and  the  deputy  of  the  said  States,  who 
is  fully  empowered  to  treat  with  Spain,  promises  to  sign,  on  the  first 
requisition  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  the  act  or  acts  necessary  to  com- 
municate to  him  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  above  written.  And 
the  said  deputy  shall  endeavor,  in  good  faitli,  the  adjustment  of  the 
points  in  which  the  King  of  Spain  may  propose  any  alteration  conform- 
ably to  the  principles  of  equalitj^,  reciprocity,  and  perfect  amity ;  he, 
the  said  deputy,  not  doubting  but  the  person  or  persons  empowered  by 
his  Catholic  majesty  to  treat  with  the  United  States  will  do  the  same 
with  any  alterations  of  the  same  kind  that  may  be  thought  necessary 
by  the  said  i)lenipotentiary  of  the  United  States." 

The  Congress,  willing  to  manifest  their  readiness  fully  to  comply  with 
an  article  which  they  have  reason  to  believe  particularly  agreeable  to 
their  great  and  good  ally,  and  being  desirous  of  establishing  perpetual 
amity  and  harmony  with  a  prince  and  nation  whom  they  greatly  re- 
spect, and  with  whom  various  circumstances  lead  them  to  wish  for  the 
most  cordial  and  permanent  friendship,  have  thought  proper  to  request 
his  most  Catholic  majesty  to  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and  thereby 
l)reclude  the  necessity  of  that  measure's  originating  in  the  manner 
specified  in  the  article.  For  this  purpose  they  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  appoint  me  minister  plenipotentiary,  and  directed  me  to  communi- 
cate to  his  most  Christian  majesty  the  desire  of  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  request  his  favorable  interposition.  They  also  made  it  my 
duty  to  give  his  most  Catholic  majesty  the  fullest  assurances  of  their 
sincere  disposition  to  cultivate  his  friendship  and  contidence;  and  au- 
thorized me,  in  their  behalf,  to  enter  into  sucli  treaties  of  alliance, 
amity,  and  commerce,  a?  would  become  the  lasting  foundations  of  per- 
petual peace  to  Spain  and  the  United  States,  and  the  source  of  ex- 
tensive advantages  to  both. 

Thus  commissioned,  I  embarked  without  delay  on  board  the  frigate 
which  had  been  appointed  to  carry  the  Sieur  Gerard  to  France,  and 
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sailed  with  him  for  that  kingdom,  from  Pennsylvania,  on  the  26th  day 
of  October  last. 

But  after  liavin*;-  been  thirteen  days  at  sea  the  frigate  was  dis- 
masted, and  her  rudder  so  greatly  injured,  as  to  oblige  us  to  alter  our 
course  and  steer  for  Martini(iue.  We  arrived  there  on  the  18th  day  of 
December  last ;  and  sailed  from  thence  on  the  28th  day  of  the  same 
mouth  in  a  Frencih  frigate  which  was  bound  to  Toulon,  but  had  orders 
to  touch  at  this  port  for  intelligence.  We  arrived  here  the  22d  instant 
and  received  information  of  recent  events,  wliicli  rendered  the  further 
prosecution  of  our  voyage  too  hazardous  to  be  prudent. 

Providence  having  tlius  been  pleased  to  bring  me  directly  to  Spain, 
the  respect  due  to  his  most  Catholic  majesty  forbids  me  to  postpone 
communicating  to  him  my  appointment  and  arrival;  and  the  same  mo- 
tive will  induce  me  to  remain  here  till  he  shall  be  pleased  to  signify  to 
rae  his  i^leasure ;  for  although  nothing  would  afford  me  more  sensible 
pleasure  than  the  hon(  r  of  presenting  to  his  majesty  the  dis})atches 
which  I  am  charged  by  Congress  to  deliver  to  him,  yet  on  this,  as  on 
every  other  occasion,  it  shall  be  my  study  to  execute  the  trust  reposed 
in  me  in  the  manner  most  pleasing  to  his  majesty,  agreeable  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  article  above  mentioueil. 

And  that  his  most  Christian  majesty  may  have  the  highest  evidence 
of  the  intention  and  desire  of  Congress  fully  and  faithfully  to  execute 
this  article,  I  shall  immediately  do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating 
the  same,  together  with  my  appointment  and  arrival ;  and  1  flatter  my- 
self that  the  request  of  Congress  for  his  favorable  interposition  will 
meet  with  the  same  friendly  attention  which  he  has  uniformly  extended 
to  all  their  concerns,  and  of  which  I  am  too  sensible  not  to  derive  the 
highest  satisfaction  from  acknowledging  it  on  every  occasion. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  my  secretary,  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  this 
dispatch  to  your  excellency,  as  well  as  of  giving  every  information  in 
his  power  to  afford.  This  gentleman  was  a  member  of  Congress  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment,  and  will  be  able  more  fully  to  express  the 
ardor  with  which  the  United  States  desire  to  establish  a  union  with 
France  and  Spain  on  principles  productive  of  such  mutual  attachment 
and  reciprocal  benefits  as  to  secure  to  each  the  blessings  of  uninter- 
rupted tranquillity. 

L  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration  and  respect,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

P.  S. — I  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency, 
herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  his  excellency  the  Count  de 
Vergeunes. 


JANUARY    27,  1780. 
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Cadiz,  January  27,  1780. 
Sir  :  It  is  witU  very  sensible  pleasure  that  I  commence  a  correspond- 
ence with  a  minister  of  whose  disposition  and  abilities  to  i)romote  the 
happiness  of  my  country  we  have  received  repeated  proofs,  and  on  a 
subject  that  atibnls  his  most  Christian  majesty  an  opportunity  of  per- 
ceiving the  desire  and  endeavors  of  the  United  States  to  become  cordial 
and  steadfast  friends  and  allies  to  an  illustrious  branch  of  his  royal 
house. 

By  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  Christian  majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America  his  most  Christian  majesty,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  intimate  union  with  the  King  of  Spain,  did  expressly  re- 
serve to  his  Catholic  majesty  the  power  of  acceding  to  the  said  treaties, 
and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations  at  such  time  as  he  should  judge 
proper;  it  being  well  understood,  nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  said 
.siii)ulations  should  not  be  agreeable  to  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Catholic 
majesty  might  propose  other  conditions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim 
ol  the  alliance,  and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equity,  reciprocity,  and 
friendship.  And  the  deputy  of  the  said  States,  empowered  to  treat 
with  Spain,  did  promise  to  sign,  on  the  first  requisition  of  his  Catholic 
majesty,  the  act  or  acts  necessary  to  communicate  to  him  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  treaties  above  mentioned,  and  to  endeavor  in  good  faith  the 
adjustment  of  the  points  in  Avhich  the  King  of  Spain  might  proi)Ose  any 
alteration,  conformable  to  the  i^riuciples  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and 
l»erfect  amity. 

But  as  the  above  reservation  has  always  been  no  less  agreeable  to  the 
United  States  than  to  their  great  and  good  ally,  both  considerations 
consi'ired  in  inducing  them  to  make  the  first  advances  towards  attain- 
ing the  object  of  it.  And  therefore,  instead  of  waiting  till  the  requisi- 
tions mentioned  in  the  said  articles  should  be  made,  they  have  thought 
proper  to  assure  his  most  Catholic  majesty  not  only  of  their  readiness 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  it,  but  of  their  desire  to  obtain  his  confi- 
dence and  alliance  by  carrying  it  immediately  into  execution  on  the 
most  liberal  principles.  Trusting  also  that  the  same  wise  reasons  which 
induced  his  most  Christian  majesty  to  give  birth  to  the  saitl  article 
would  lead  him  to  facilitate  the  endeavors  of  his  allies  to  execute  it, 
they  resolved  that  their  desire  to  enter  into  the  said  treaties  should  be 
communicated  to  his  majesty,  and  that  his  favorable  interposition 
should  be  requested. 

The  more  fully  to  effect  these  purposes,  the  Congress  were  pleased,  in 
September  last,  to  do  me  the  honor  of  appointing  me  their  minister 
plenipotentiary,  and,  in  pursuance  of  this  appointment,  I  sailed  from 
America  for  France  on  the  26th  of  October  last,  with  M.  Gerard,  who 
was  so  obliging  as  to  wait  till  I  could  embark  in  the  frigate  assigned  for 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  142,  with  verbal  changes. 


480  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

his  service.  After  being  thirteen  days  at  sea  tbe  frigate  was  dismasted, 
and  her  rudder  so  much  damaged  that  it  was  thought  imprudent  to  pro- 
ceed on  our  voyage.  We  therefore  steered  for  Martiiique,  ;uid  arrived 
there  on  18th  of  December.  I  can  not,  on  this  occasion,  forbear  express- 
ing my  warmest  acknowledgments  for  the  very  polite  attention  and  hos- 
pitality with  which  we  were  received  and  treated,  both  by  the  officers  of 
government  and  many  respectable  inhabitants  of  that  island.  We  left 
Martinique  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month,  in  the  Aurora,  in  which  1 
exi)ected  to  have  gone  to  Toulon,  but  on  touching  at  this  place,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  further  prosecution  of  our  voyage  had  becouje  imprac- 
ticable without  running  risks  that  could  not  be  justified. 

Thus  circumstanced,  the  respect  due  to  his  most  Catholic  majesty  de- 
maiuled  an  immediate  communication  of  my  appointment  and  ariival, 
which  1  had  the  honor  to  make  in  a  letter  to  his  excellency  J^on  Jose[)h 
Galvez,  of  the  council  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  general  secretary  of 
state  for  the  department  of  the  Indies,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy. 

Will  you,  therefore,  sir,  be  so  obliging  as  to  lay  this  circumstance 
before  his  most  Cbristiau  majesty,  and  permit  me  through  your  excel- 
lency to  assure  him  of  the  desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  Catholic  majesty,  and  to 
request  his  favorable  interposition  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  happy  in  being  able  to  assure  you  tbat  the  (Juited  States  con- 
sider a  cordial  union  between  France,  Spain,  and  them  as  a  very  desir- 
able and  most  important  object,  and  they  view  the  provision  which  his 
most  Christian  majesty  has  made  for  ifby  the  above-mentioned  article 
not  only  evincive  of  his  attention  to  his  royal  ally,  but  of  his  regard  to 
them. 

Under  these  views  and  these  impressions  they  are  most  sincerely  dis- 
posed, by  the  liberality  and  candor  of  their  conduct,  to  render  the  pro- 
posed treaties  speedy  in  their  accomplishment  and  perpetual  in  their 
duration. 

Your  excellency  will  receive  this  letter  by  ]M.  Gerard,  who  is  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  to  whom  the  Congress  have  been  pleased 
to  give  such  ample  testimonies  of  their  esteem  and  confidence  as  to 
enable  him  to  exert  his  talents  with  great  advantage  on  every  occa- 
sion interesting  to  them. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  indulging  myself  in  the  pleasure  of  ac- 
knowledging how  much  we  .are  indebted  to  the  politeness  and  attention 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Flotte  and  the  officers  of  the  Aurora,  during  the 
course  of  our  voyage. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 
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Secret  Journals  of  Congress— Conferences  with  Minister  of  Prance.' 

January  1'8,  1780. 
The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  comiuiiuiciitions  of  the  miu- 
ister  of  France  reported  the  following  extracts: 

1.  Extract  of  a  dispatch  from  Lord  Weymouth  to  Lord  /Sydenham,  dated 

IGth  March,  1779. 

My  language  to  the  Marquis  of  Aliiiodavar,  flowing  from  my  ardent 
desire  of  peace,  has  gone  too  far  and  failed  in  precision  if  it  imported  a 
disposition  to  exchange  the  royal  honor  and  manifest  rights  for  a  decent 
exterior  and  plausible  temperature.  Let  France  propose  her  complaints, 
pretensions,  or  points  of  any  kind  whatever,  and  an  adequate  answer 
will  be  given.  Or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  a  certain  time  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  during  which  period  the  pretensions  of  one  and  the 
other  may  be  adjusted  through  the  goodoilices  of  his  Catholic  majesty. 
Let  the  Colonies  propose  their  comi)laints,  and  the  conditions  for  their 
security  and  caution  by  which  may  be  re-established  the  continuance 
and  authority  of  a  lawful  government;  we  shall  then  see  if  we  can  come 
to  a  direct  and  immediate  agreement.  Or  if  tliey  also  prefer  the  method 
above  mentioned,  let  there  be  likewise  a  truce  made  with  North  America — 
that  is,  a  real,  true,  and  elective  suspension  of  hostilities,  during  which 
the  liberty  and  effects  of  all  sorts  and  classes  of  persons  may  be  re- 
established and  secured  and  all  violence  suspended  on  one  side  and  the 
other  against  the  respective  individuals  and  the  estates  or  effects  they 
possess.  In  these  truces  the  French  may  treat  of  their  own  peculiar 
matters  without  giving  the  umbrage  which  would  be  inevitable  if  they 
mixed  in  the  negotiation  their  own  i)articular  advantage  with  the  sup- 
posed interests  of  those  whom  France  affects  to  call  her  allies,  and  his 
Britannic  majesty  may  establish  the  government  of  his  own  dominions 
without  the  disagreeable  circumstance  of  receiving  the  conditions  rela- 
tive thereto  from  the  hands  of  a  declared  enem3\ 

2.  The  ultimatum   of  the  'proposition  made  by  the  Catholic  Icing  to  the 
two  courts  of  Paris  and  London. 

If  these  openings  or  propositions  had  come  immediately  after  the 
king  had  made  his  for  the  forming  a  plan  of  reconciliation,  many  diffi- 
culties might  have  been  removed  or  adjusted  by  the  modifications 
which  it  might  have  been  practicable  to  have  negotiated,  if  reciprocal 
good  faith  had  existed  and  a  confidence  to  conclude  a  peace.  But  having 
lost  more  than  two  months'  time,  without  mentioning  what  had  been 
uselessly  spent  before,  and  that  during  this  interval  there  was  no  cessa- 
tion in  great  preparations  for  war,  suspicions  inevitably  arise  that  the 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;   printed  with  formal  vaiiatious  in  secret  journals  of  July; 
see  altio  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  668. 

WH — VOL  III 31 


482  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

object  of  Englaud  is  to  consume  the  remainiug  months  of  the  campaigu 
and  to  continue  the  war  with  vigor.  If  this  be  the  case,  every  attempt 
of  the  king  will  be  useless  towards  establishing  concord  between  the 
belligerent  powers.  Nevertheless  his  majesty,  wishing  to  give  the  last 
proof  of  his  love  of  humanity  and  to  demonstrate  that  he  has  left 
nothing  undone  to  impede  and  put  a  stop  to  the  calamities  of  war,  has 
commanded  that  the  following  plan  be  proposed  to  the  two  courts, 
which  on  his  part  is  the  ultimatum  of  his  negotiation : 

That  there  shall  be  a  suspension  of  arms  with  France  without  limita- 
tion, and  under  this  condition  that  neither  of  the  belligerent  powers 
shall  break  it  without  giving  the  other  one  year's  previous  notice. 
That,  with  a  view  that  this  suspension  of  hostilities  may  reestablish  re- 
ciprocal security  and  good  faith  between  the  two  crowns,  there  shall  be 
a  general  disarming  within  one  month  in  all  the  European,  within  four  in 
those  of  America,  and  within  eight  or  one  year  in  the  most  remote  parts 
of  Africa  and  Asia.  That  in  the  space  of  one  month  a  plan  shall  be 
lixed  upon  in  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  courts  shall  meet 
to  treaton  a  definitive  adjustment  of  peace,  regulate  the  respective  resti- 
tutions or  compensations  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  reprisals  that 
have  been  made  without  any  declaration  of  war,  aud  to  settle  such  mat- 
ters of  complaint  or  pretensions  as  the  one  crown  may  have  against 
the  other;  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  end  the  king  will  continue 
his  mediation,  and  does  now,  for  the  holding  of  this  congress,  make  an 
offer  of  the  city  of  Madrid.  That  a  like  suspension  of  hostilities  shall 
be  separately  granted  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  American 
Colonies  through  the  intercession  and  mediation  of  his  Catholic  majesty, 
to  whom  the  King  of  Great  Britain  shall  promise  the  observance  thereof, 
and  with  the  condition  not  to  break  it  without  giving  his  majesty  one 
year's  previous  notice,  in  order  that  he  ma^'  communicate  the  same  to 
the  said  American  provinces;  aud  that  there  be  a  reciprocal  disarming 
the  same  as  with  France,  in  the  same  times  and  places,  regulating  the 
limits  that  shall  not  be  passed  by  the  one  or  the  other  party  with  respect 
to  the  places  they  may  respectively  occupy  at  the  time  of  ratifying  this 
arrangement.  That,  for  settling  these  particulars  and  others  relative  to 
the  stability  of  the  said  suspension  and  the  effect  it  may  produce  while 
it  subsists,  there  shall  be  sent  to  Madrid  one  or  more  commissaries  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies,  and  his  Britannic  majesty  shall  also  send  his, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  king,  if  necessary ;  aud  that  in  the  mean 
time  the  Colonies  shall  be  treated  as  independent  in  fact.  Finally,  in 
case  all  the  belligerent  powers,  or  any  one  of  them,  or  if  only  the  said 
Colonies,  demand  that  the  treaties  or  agreements  which  shall  be  con- 
cluded be  guarantied  by  these  powers  and  by  Spain,  the  same  shall  be 
done.  And  the  Catholic  king  now  makes  au  offer  of  his  guaranty  to 
these  preliminaries, 
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3.  Extract  of  an  answer  of  the  court  of  London  to  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  ultimatum  of  iSpain  dated  the  -ith  May,  1770. 

Tlie  propositioDS  of  the  Catholic  kiug  teud  directly  to  the  end  which 
Spain  had  proposed  to  form,  from  the  pretensions  of  the  Colonies  to  in- 
dependence, one  common  cause  with  them  and  with  France.  If  the  con- 
ditions which  the  court  of  Versailles  had  communicated  to  his  Catholic 
majesty  do  not  present  a  better  aspect  than  this  for  the  treaty,  or  do 
not  offer  less  imperious  and  less  unequal  terms,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  has  only  to  lament  that  he  finds  the  hopes  frustrated  which  he 
had  always  conceived  of  a  hajjpy  restoration  of  peace,  as  well  for  his 
own  subjects  as  the  world  in  general.* 


Report  of  the  Committee    on  the  Communications  of  the  French  Minister.! 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  the  min- 
ister of  France  reported  the  following  summary: 

The  minister  of  France  informed  the  committee  that  he  had  it  in  com- 
mand from  his  king  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  Congress  that  the 
British  cabinet  have  an  almost  insui)erable  reluctance  to  admit  the  idea 
of  the  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  will  use  every  possible 
endeavor  to  prevent  it.  That  they  have  filled  several  of  the  courts  of 
Europe  with  negotiations,  in  order  to  excite  them  to  a  war  against 
France  or  to  obtain  succors,  and  are  employing  the  most  strenuous 
endeavors  to  persuade  the  several  powers  that  the  United  States  are 
disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommodation.  That  many  persons 
in  Europe  are  actually  employed  in  bringing  such  treaties  to  perfection, 
and  that  they  have  no  doubt  of  their  success.  That  the  objects  which 
the  British  cabinet  hope  for  from  those  measures  are,  to  destroy  the 
superiority  which  France  has  now  at  sea,  by  diverting  her  powers  and 
resources  from  naval  to  land  operations,  and  by  engaging  her  in  a  land 
war,  where  she  must  risk  very  important  interests,  while  England 
would  risk  nothing  but  money;  or  to  break  or  weaken  the  alliance,  by 
destroying  the  confidence  which  the  allies  ought  to  have  in  each  other. 

That  his  most  Christian  majesty  gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of 
Britain  relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  nec- 
essary that  measures  be  taken  for  the  preventiiig  of  other  powers  from 
being  deceived  into  a  belief  of  them.  That  the  negotiations  of  Britain, 
as  far  as  could  yet  be  learned,  had  not  succeeded.  That  the  disposi- 
tions of  all  the  European  powers  are,  as  far  as  can  be  known,  very 
friendly  to  France;  but  some  of  them  may  be  engaged  in  secret  treaties 
with  Britain,  which  may  oblige  them,  in  some  event,  to  assist  her  with 

"  These  extracts  are  given  substautially  supra,  in  Luzerne  to  Washingtou,  January 
23,  1780. 
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troops  even  agaiust  their  inclinations.  That  such  event  may  arise,  and 
if  it  should,  it  is  probable  it  will  produce  an  armed  mediation,  the  con- 
sequences of  which  would  be,  that  the  allies  must  accept  of  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  mediator,  or  continue  the  war  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  the  forces  of  the  mediator  united  with  those  of  their  enemies. 
That  in  such  event  it  is  possible  the  terms  proposed  will  be  such  as 
Spain  offered  and  Britain  rejected  in  the  last  proposed  mediation. 

That  though  the  powers  who  may  be  under  such  engagements  by 
treaty  to  Great  Britain,  from  their  friendly  disposition  towards  his 
most  Christian  miijesty,  may  be  very  unwilling  to  give  assistance  to  his 
enemies,  yet  they  may  find  it  indispensably  necessary  in  compliance 
with  their  engagements;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  their  reluctance 
or  the  distance  of  their  dominions  may  delay  such  assistance,  if  granted 
at  all,  so  as  to  be  too  late  for  the  next  campaign.  That,  should  the  ene- 
my be  in  i>ossession  of  any  part  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of 
the  nest  campaign,  it  will  be  extremely  ditficult  to  bring  Great  Britain 
to  acknowledge  their  independence;  and  if  a  mediation  should  be 
offered  while  the  enemy  is  in  possession  of  any  part,  an  impartial 
mediator  could  not  easily  refute  the  arguments  which  might  be  used 
for  its  retaining  such  possessions,  and  probably  a  mediator  well  dis- 
posed towards  Great  Britain  might  insist  on  her  holding  them  ;  and  if 
not  agreed  to,  the  hostility  of  such  a  mediator  would  be  the  necessary 
consequence.  That  should  Great  Britain  form  such  alliances,  or  pro- 
cure such  aids  as  are  the  oV)jects  of  her  present  negotiations,  there  will 
be  every  reason  to  fear  a  long  and  an  obstinate  war,  whereof  the  final 
event  may  be  doubtful. 

That  this  view  of  affairs  plainly  points  out  the  necessity  for  the  great- 
est possible  vigor  in  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign,  in  order  to 
dispossess  the  enemy  of  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  to  put 
them  in  condition  to  treat  of  peace  and  accept  of  a  mediation  with  the 
greatest  advantage;  and  the  preparations  for  it  ought  to  be  as  speedy 
and  as  effectual  as  possible.  That  France  and  Spain  are  prepared  to 
make  a  very  powerful  diversion,  and  will  exert  themselves  most  strenu- 
ously for  preserving  and  improving  their  naval  superiority,  and  for  em- 
ploying the  powers  of  the  enemy  in  Europe  and  the  West  Indies.  The 
minister  declared,  as  from  himself,  that  he  doubted  not  his  most  Christian 
majesty  will  spare  some  ships  to  the  United  States,  if  it  can  be  done 
without  endangering  his  superiority  at  sea;  and  that  an  application 
made  to  the  minister  informally  is  more  eligible  than  to  the  king,  be- 
cause it  would  give  his  majesty  great  pain  to  refuse  the  request,  though 
be  might  be  in  no  condition  to  grant  it.  That,  at  all  events,  supplies 
should  be  prepared  on  a  supposition  that  the  ships  will  be  granted, 
and  such  supplies  should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  agent  for  the 
marine  of  France,  and  considered  as  the  king's  property. 

He  desires  to  be  informed,  as  far  as  Congress  may  deem  proper,  what 
force  the  United  States  can  bring  into  the  field  next  campaign;  on 
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what  resources  they  rely  for  their  maintenance  and  necessary  appoint- 
ments; and  what  shall  be  the  general  plan  of  the  campaign,  on  snp- 
position  either  of  having  or  not  having  the  aid  of  ships  of  war.  He 
gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  an  application  for  clothing  maybe  made  to  his 
most  Christian  majesty  with  prospect  of  snccess;  and  although  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  for  sending  arms  and  warlike  stores  to  America, 
yet  it  would  be  prudent  in  Congress  not  to  neglect  any  other  means  for 
procuring  those  supplies  or  sui)plies  of  clothing. 


Answer  of  Congress  to  the  Communications  of  the  French  Minister.* 

In  Congress,  January  31, 1780. 

Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  communications  of  the  French 
minister,  as  reported  by  the  committee  on  the  28th  instant — 

Resolred^  That  the  following  answer  be  given  to  the  communications 
of  the  honorable  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France: 

That  Congress  entertain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  unremitting 
attention  given  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by  their  illustrious 
ally,  and  consider  the  communications  made  to  them  by  his  minister 
under  his  maiest.y's  special  command  as  equally  wise  and  interesting. 
That  the  confidence  which  they  repose  in  his  majesty,  in  consequence 
of  his  so  generously  interesting  himself  in  the  affairs  of  these  United 
States,  and  the  wisdom  and  magnanimity  of  his  councils,  determine 
them  to  give  the  most  perfect  information  in  their  power  of  their 
resources,  their  views,  and  their  expectations. 

That  to  this  end  they  state  as  follows:  That  the  United  States  have 
expectations,  on  which  they  can  rely  with  confidence,  of  bringing  into  the 
field  an  army  of  twenty-five  thousand  eflective  men,  exclusive  of  commis- 
sioned officers.  That  this  army  can  be  re  enforced  by  militia,  so  as  to  be 
in  force  sufficient  for  any  enterprises  against  the  posts  occupied  by  the 
enemy  within  the  United  States.  That  supplies  of  provisions  for  the 
army  in  its  greatest  number  can  certainly  be  obtained  within  the  United 
States,  and  the  Congress,  with  the  cooperation  of  the  several  States, 
can  take  etfeetual  measures  for  procuring  them  in  such  manner  as  that 
no  operation  will  be  impeded;  that  provisions  also  for  such  of  the 
forces  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  as  may  be  employed  in  conjunction 
or  co-operation  with  those  of  the  United  States  can  be  i)rocured  under 
the  direction  of  Congress,  and  such  provisions  shall  belaid  up  in  mag- 
azines agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  his  majesty's  minister  pleni- 
potentiary shall  give,  and  the  magazines  shall  be  put  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  agent  of  the  marine  of  France. 

That  Congress  rely  on  the  contributions  of  the  States  by  taxes  and 
on  moneys  to  be  raised  by  internal  loans  for  the  pay  of  the  army. 
That  supplies  of  clothing,  of  tents,  of  arn)s,  and  warlike  stores,  must  be 
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jn-iiicipally  obtained  from  foreiftu  nations,  and  the  United  States  must 
rely  chiefly  on  the  assistance  of  their  ally  for  them  ;  but  every  other 
means  for  procuring  them  are  already  taken  and  will  be  prosecuted 
with  the  greatest  diligence. 

That  the  United  States,  with  the  assistance  of  a  competent  naval 
force,  would  willingly,  during  the  next  campaign,  carry  on  the  most 
vigorous  offensive  oi)erations  against  the  enemy  in  all  the  posts  occupied 
by  them  within  the  United  States.  That  without  such  naval  force 
little  more  can  be  attempted  by  them  than  straitening  the  quarters  of 
the  enemy  and  covering  the  interior  parts  of  the  country.  That  their 
forces  must  be  disposed  in  such  manner  as  to  oppose  the  enemy  with 
the  greatest  eflect  wheresoever  their  most  considerable  oi>erations  may 
be  directed. 

That  at  present  the  southern  States  seem  to  be  their  principal  object, 
and  their  design  to  establish  themselves  in  one  or  more  of  them  ;  but 
their  superiority  at  sea  over  the  United  States  enables  them  to  change 
their  objects  and  operations  with  great  facility,  while  those  of  the 
United  States  are  rendered  difficult  by  the  great  extent  of  country  they 
have  to  defend. 

That  Congress  are  happy  to  find  that  his  most  Christian  majesty  gives 
no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of  the  British  cabinet  relative  to  the  dis- 
positions of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  to  enter  into  treaties  of 
accommodation  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  wish  his  majesty,  and  all  the 
l)owers  of  Europe,  to  be  assured  that  such  suggestions  are  insidious 
and  without  foundation. 

That  it  will  appear  by  the  constitutions  and  other  public  acts  of  the 
several  States  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  possessed  of  arms, 
possessed  of  freedom,  possessed  of  political  power  to  create  and  direct 
their  magistrates  as  the^'  think  proper,  are  united  in  their  determinations 
to  secure  to  themselves  and  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty,  by 
supporting  the  indei)endence  of  their  governments  and  observing  their 
treaties  and  public  engagements  with  immovable  firmness  and  fidelity. 
And  the  Congress  assure  his  majesty  that,  should  any  individual  iu 
America  be  found  base  enough  to  show  the  least  disposition  for  persu- 
ading the  people  to  the  contrary,  such  individual  would  instantly  lose 
all  power  of  effecting  his  purpose,  by  forfeiting  the  esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  the  people. 


Franklin  to  Hartley.* 

Passy,  February  2,  1780. 
Dear  Friend:  It  is  some  time  since  I  procured  the  discharge  of 
your  Captain  Stephenson.     He  did  not  call  here  in  his  way  home.     I 
hope  he  arrived  safely,  and  had  a  happy  meeting  with  his  friends  and 
family. 

*  Franklin's  letter-book,  Dep.  of  State ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  90,  with  verbal 
changes ;  7  Bigelow's  Frankliu,  2. 
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I  have  long-  postponed  answering  your  letter  of  the  29th  of  June. 
A  principal  point  in  it,  on  which  you  seemed  to  desire  my  opinion,  was 
the  conduct  you  thought  America  ought  to  hold  in  case  her  allies 
should,  from  motives  of  ambition  or  resentment  of  former  injuries,  de- 
sire her  to  continue  the  war  beyond  what  should  be  reasonable  and 
consistent  with  her  particular  interests.  As  often  as  I  took  up  your 
letter  in  order  to  answer  it  this  suggestion  displeased  me,  and  1  laid  it 
down  again.  I  saw  no  occasion  for  discussing  such  a  question  at  pres- 
ent, nor  any  good  end  it  could  serve  to  discuss  it  before  the  case  should 
happen,  and  I  saw  inconveniences  in  discussing  it.  I  wish,  therefore, 
you  had  not  mentioned  it.  For  the  rest,  lam  as  much  for  peace  as  ever 
I  was,  and  as  heartily  desirons  of  seeing  the  war  ended  as  I  was  to 
prevent  its  beginning;  of  which  your  ministers  know  I  gave  a  strong- 
proof  before  I  left  England,  when,  in  order  to  an  accommodation,  I 
offered  at  my  own  risk,  without  orders  for  so  doing,  and  without  know- 
ing whether  I  should  be  owned  in  doing  it,  to  i>ay  the  whole  damage  of 
destroying  the  tea  at  Boston,  provided  the  acts  made  against  that 
province  were  repealed.  Tbis  otter  was  refused.  I  still  think  it  would 
have  been  wise  to  have  accepted  it.  If  the  Congress  have,  therefore, 
intrusted  to  others  rather  than  to  me  the  negotiations  for  peace,  when 
such  shall  be  set  on  foot,  as  has  been  reported,  it  is  perhaps  because 
they  may  have  heard  of  a  very  singular  opinion  of  mine,  that  there 
hardly  ever  existed  such  a  thing  as  a  bad  peace  or  a  good  war,  and 
that  I  might,  therefore,  easily  be  induced  to  make  improper  concessions. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  they  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  should 
think  the  destruction  of  our  whole  country  and  the  extirpation  of  our 
whole  people  preferable  to  the  infamy  of  abandoning  our  allies. 

As  neither  you  nor  I  are  at  present  authorized  to  treat  of  peace,  it 
seems  to  little  purpose  to  make  or  consider  propositions  relating  to  it. 
I  have  had  so  many  such  put  into  my  hands  that  I  am  tired  of  them. 
I  will,  however,  give  your  proposal  of  a  ten  years'  truce  this  answer, 
that  though  I  think  a  solid  peace  made  at  once  a  much  better  thing, 
yet  if  the  truce  is  practicable  and  the  peace  not,  I  should  be  for  agree- 
ing to  it.  At  least  I  see  at  present  no  sufficient  reasons  for  refusing  it, 
provided  our  allies  approve  of  it.  But  this  is  merely  a  private  opinion 
of  mine,  which  perhaps  may  be  changed  by  reasons  that  at  present 
do  not  offer  themselves.  This,  however,  I  am  clear  in,  that  withdraw- 
ing your  troops  will  be  best  for  you  if  you  wish  a  cordial  reconciliation, 
and  that  the  truce  should  produce  a  peace.  To  show  that  it  was  not 
done  by  compulsion — being  required  as  a  condition  of  the  truce — they 
might  be  withdrawn  beforehand  for  various  good  reasons.  But  all  this 
is  idle  chat,  as  I  am  persuaded  that  there  is  no  disposition  for  p-eace  on 
your  side,  and  that  this  war  will  yet  last  many  years.  I  know  nothing 
and  believe  nothing  of  any  terms  offered  by  nor  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

The  prisoners  taken  in  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scarborough  being 
all  treated  for  in  Holland  and  exchanged  there,  I  hope  Mr.  Brown's  sou  is 
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now  safe  at  borne  with  liis  father.  It  grieved  ine  that  the  excliauge 
there,  which  you  may  remember  I  immediately  proposed,  was  so  lon<^ 
delayed.  Much  human  misery  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  prompt 
compliance,  and  so  might  a  great  deal  by  the  execution  of  parole 
promises  taken  at  sea;  but  since  I  see  no  regard  is  paid  to  them  iu 
England,  I  must  give  orders  to  our  armed  ships  that  cruise  in  Europe 
to  secure  their  prisoners  as  well  as  they  can,  and  lodge  them  in  French 
or  Spanish  prisons.  I  have  written  something  on  this  affair  to  Mr. 
Hodgson  and  sent  to  him  the  second  passport  for  a  cartel  to  Morlaix, 
supposing  you  to  be  out  of  town.  The  number  of  prisoners  we  now 
have  in  France  is  not  easily  ascertained.  I  suppose  it  exceeds  one  hun- 
dred ;  yet  you  may  he  assured  that  the  number  which  may  be  brought 
over  by  the  two  cartels  shall  be  fully  exchanged  by  adding  to  those 
taken  by  us  as  many  as  will  make  up  the  complement  out  of  those  taken 
by  the  Frencli,  with  whom  we  have  an  account  since  the  exchange  in 
Holland  of  those  we  carried  in  there.  1  wish,  therefore,  you  would,  as 
was  proposed,  clear  your  prisons  of  the  Americans  who  have  been  so 
long  confined  there.  The  cartels  that  may  arrive  at  Morlaix  will  not 
be  detained. 

You  may  have  heard  that  accounts  upon  oath  have  been  taken  in 
America,  by  order  of  Congress,  of  the  British  barbarities  committed 
there.  It  is  expected  of  me  to  make  a  school  book  of  them,  and  to  have 
thirty-five  prints  designed  here  by  good  artists  and  engraved,  each  ex- 
pressing one  or  more  of  the  different  horrid  facts,  to  be  inserted  in  the 
book,  in  order  to  impress  the  minds  of  children  and  posterity  with  a  deep 
sense  of  yonr  bloody  and  insatiable  malice  and  wickedness.  Every 
kindness  I  hear  of  done  by  an  Englishman  to  an  American  prisoner 
makes  me  resolve  not  to  proceed  in  the  work,  hoping  a  reconciliation 
may  yet  take  place ;  but  every  fresh  instance  of  your  devilism  weakens 
that  resolution,  and  makes  me  abominate  the  thought  of  a  reunion  with 
such  a  people.  You,  my  friend,  have  often  persuaded  me,  and  I  believed 
it,  that  the  war  was  not  theirs  nor  approved  by  them.  But  their  suffer- 
ing it  so  long  to  continue,  and  the  wretched  rulers  to  remain  who  carry 
it  on,  makes  me  think  you  have  too  good  an  ojjinion  of  them. 
Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Communications  of  the   honorable  the   French   Minister  to   a  Committee  of 
Congress  at  a  Second  Conference.* 

In  Congress,  February  2,  1780. 

The  committee  report  that,  in  a  second  conference  with  the  honorable 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  he  communicated  to  them— 

That  his  most  Christian  majesty,  being  uninformed  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to  treat  of  an  alliance  between  the 
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United  States  and  his  Catiiolic  majesty,  has  signified  to  his  minister  plen- 
ipotentiary to  the  United  States  that  he  wishes  most  earnestly  for  snch 
an  alliance;  and,  in  order  to  make  the  way  thereto  more  easy,  has  com- 
manded him  to  communicate  to  the  Congress  certain  articles  which  his 
Catholic  majesty  deems  of  great  importance  to  the  interests  of  his 
crown,  and  on  which  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  United  States 
explain  themselves  with  precision  and  with  such  moderation  as  may 
consist  with  their  essential  rights. 
That  the  articles  are — 

(1)  A  precise  and  invariable  western  boundary  to  the  United  States. 

(2)  The  exclusive  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi. 

(3)  The  possession  of  the  Floridas;  and 

(4)  The  lands  on  the  left  or  eastern  side  of  the  river  Mississippi. 
That  on  the  first  article  it  is  the  idea  of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid  that 

the  United  States  extend  to  the  westward  no  farther  than  settlements 

were  permitted  by  the  royal  proclamation  bearing  date  the day 

of — ,  176;3. 

On  the  second,  that  the  United  States  do  not  consider  themselves  as 
having  any  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi,  no  territory  belong- 
ing to  them  being  situated  thereon. 

On  the  third,  that  it  is  probable  that  the  King  of  Spain  will  conquer 
the  Floridas  during  the  course  of  the  present  war;  and  in  such  event 
every  cause  of  dispute  relative  thereto  between  Spain  and  these  United 
States  ought  to  be  removed. 

On  the  fourth,  that  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
whereon  the  settlements  were  prohibited  by  the  aforesaid  proclamation, 
are  possessions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  proper  objects 
against  which  the  arms  of  Spain  may  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  permanent  conquest  for  the  Spanish  crown.  That  such  con- 
quest may  probably  be  made  during  the  present  war;  that,  therefore, 
it  would  be  advisable  to  restrain  the  southern  States  from  making  any 
settlements  or  conquests  in  those  territories;  that  the  council  of 
Madrid  consider  the  United  States  as  having  no  claims  to  those  terri- 
tories, either  as  not  having  had  possession  of  them  before  the  present 
war,  or  not  having  any  foundation  for  a  claim  in  the  right  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Great  Britain,  whose  dominion  they  have  abjured. 

That  his  most  Christian  majesty,  united  to  the  Catholic  king  by 
blood  and  by  the  strictest  alliances,  and  united  with  these  States  in 
treaties  of  alliance,  and  feeling  towards  them  dispositions  of  the  most 
perfect  friendship,  is  exceedingly  desirous  of  conciliating  between  his 
Catholic  majesty  and  these  United  States  the  most  happy  and  lasting 
friendship. 

That  the  United  States  may  repose  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  good 
will  to  their  interests  and  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  his  Catholic 
majesty,  and  that  he  can  not  deem  the  revolution  which  has  set  up  the 
independence  of  these  United  States  as  past  all  danger  of  unfavorable 
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events  until  his  Catholic;  niajesty  and  the  United  States  shall  be  estab- 
lished on  those  terms  of  contidence  and  amity  which  are  the  objects  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty's  very  earnest  wishes. 


Washington  to  Luzerne.* 

Headquarters,  Morristoum,  February  4,  1780. 

Sir:  Major  Galvan  delivered  nie  the  letter  which  your  excellency 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  23d  of  January,  to  which  I  have 
paid  all  the  attention  the  importance  of  its  contents  demands.  I 
am  much  flattered  by  this  commencement  of  a  correspondence  from 
which  1  have  everything  to  gam,  and  equally  indebted  for  the  interesting 
communications  it  affords. 

It  is  a  happy  circumstance  tbat  the  efforts  made  by  the  British  court 
for  obtaining  troops  in  Germany  are  attended  with  so  little  success. 
This  will  naturally  increase  their  exertions  for  i^rocuring  men  in  this 
country,  aud  will,  no  doubt,  make  them  more  solicitous  for  effecting  the 
exchange  or  release,  in  some  way  or  other,  of  their  prisoners  in  our 
hands.  It  will  be  well  if,  in  the  negotiations  on  tliis  subject,  we  can 
extract  concessions  favorable  to  those  which  may  take  place  in  Europe, 
and  you  may  depend  the  exi)erimeiit  shall  be  fully  tried.  But  from 
the  aspect  of  the  late  propositions  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  I  should 
not  entertain  any  sanguine  ho[)es  of  the  success  of  this  experiment. 
The  re-enforcement  they  would  derive  from  a  full  compliance  with  their 
proposals  is  not  calculated  at  more  than  ten  or  eleven  hundred  private 
men;  and  this  seems  hardly  to  be  an  object  of  sufiicient  magnitude  to 
induce  them  to  concede  to  points  of  the  nature  which  your  excellency's 
information  supposes;  especially,as  you  emphatically  express  it,  "after 
having  sought  with  so  much  affectation  to  make  the  thirteen  States  be 
considered  as  subjected  to  the  P^nglish  domination."  The  offers  made 
through  Major-General  Phillips  are  far  niore  moderate  than  any  that 
have  hitherto  come  from  them,  and  appear,  in  a  great  measure,  to  have 
been  influenced  by  his  personal  solicitations,  dictated  by  an  extreme 
anxiety  to  be  released  from  captivity.  But  notwithstanding  the  matter 
in  its  present  form  wears  to  me  the  appearance  I  have  mentioned,  I 
shall  not  neglect  any  measure  which  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  take  to 
improve  the  intimation  your  excellen(;y  has  given,  and  entreat  you  to 
be  assured  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  the  event  contirm  the  opinion 
you  do  me  the  honor  to  entertain,  that  nothing  will  be  done  derogatory 
to  the  magnanimous  part  your  court  has  acted  or  the  honor  or  interest 
of  the  United  States. 

The  inconsistency  of  the  court  of  London,  so  well  delineated  by  that 
of  Madrid  in  the  extract  you  had  the  goodness  to  annex,  would  appear 
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extraordinary  if  tlieir  whole  conduct  in  tlie  coarse  of  the  war  did  not 
exhibit  many  similar  examples.  But  it  is  evident  that  their  refusing 
to  consider  these  States  as  independent  in  fact  during  a  negotiation 
was  a  mere  pretext  to  cover  their  unwillingness  to  concur  in  the  pacific 
views  of  his  Catholic  majesty;  and  tlie  memorial  from  the  British  am- 
bassador shows  that  they  were  artfully  aiming  to  effect  a  separation  of 
interests  between  France  and  these  States  the  better  to  prosecute  their 
hostile  designs  against  either  or  both. 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  the  agreeable  intelligence  you  give  me  of 
his  Christian  majesty's  intentions  to  send  over  succors  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  It  is  a  new  and  valuable  proof  of  his  friendship,  and 
will  be  of  essential  utility.  T  agree  with  you  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
relaxation  in  the  measures  otherwise  intended  to  be  taken  to  procure 
the  necessary  supplies  of  those  articles. 

I  am  sensibly  mortified  that  the  present  situation  of  affairs  will  by  no 
means  suffer  me  to  yield  to  the  desire  I  have  of  paying  you  my 
respects  in  Philadelphia;  and  I  shall  impatiently  look  for  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  it  here,  which  your  excellency  promises  me  in  the 
course  of  this  month.  Besides  the  important  objects  of  public  utility 
which  1  am  authorized  to  hope  from  it,  I  shall  take  pleasure  on  every 
occasion  of  testifying  to  you  those  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

George  Washington. 

P.  S. — The  interest  your  excellency  is  pleased  to  take  in  MaiJorGalvan 
will  be  an  additional  motive  with  me  to  avail  myself  of  his  talents  and 
zeal  as  far  as  circumstances  will  possibly  permit. 


•  Franklin  to  Dow^lin.* 

Passy,  February  9,  1780. 
Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  27th  past.  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
success  you  have  made  against  our  enemies,  of  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  before  by  the  copy  of  your  journal  sent  me  by  Mr.  Uiot. 
The  prisoners  you  have  brought  in  will  soon  procure  us  the  liberty  of 
as  many  of  our  countrymen,  who  have  long  been  confined  in  the  jails  of 
Great  Britain.  It  is  therefore  an  essential  piece  of  service  to  the  United 
States ;  and  as  the  English  pay  no  regard  to  the  written  paroles  for- 
merly taken  from  the  men  who  were  prisoners  to  the  Blade  Prince  and 
set  at  liberty,  1  think  it  right  that  you  should  trust  no  more  to  the 
honor  of  that  nation,  which  has  refused  to  return  us  a  single  man  on 
account  of  those  paroles  and  of  others  taken  by  the  General  Maffiin  aud 
the  Hancocl-  privateers  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  men; 
and  for  the  future  I  desire  that  you  would  secure  your  prisoners  as 
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well  as  you  can,  and  lodge  them  in  French  or  Spanish  jails,  by  which 
means  you  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  relieving  many  poor  captives 
and  recommending  yourselves  to  the  favor  of  Congress. 

I  wish  you  a  prosperous  cruise,  and   have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humble,* 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

l*ARis,  February  12,  1780. 

Sir:  Having  obtained  permission  from  your  excellency  yesterday, 
when  I  did  myself  the  honor  to  wait  on  you  at  Versailles,  to  write  on 
the  subject  of  my  mission,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that 
on  the  29th  day  of  September  last  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America  did  me  the  honor  to  elect  me  their  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate 
a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  also  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  that  kingdom,  and  the  honorable  Francis  Dana,  esq.,  member  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  council  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  secretary  to  both 
commissions. 

As  I  was  not  at  Congress  when  this  transaction  took  place,  I  am  not 
able  to  inform  your  excelleiicy  very  particularly  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  it.  But  from  conversation  with  gentlemen  at  Boston,  who  were  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  from  private  letters,  I  learned  in  general  that  it 
was  not  the  result  of  any  sudden  deliberation  or  the  fruit  of  any  par- 
ticular event  of  the  war,  prosperous  or  adverse,  but  a  measure  that  has 
been  more  than  a  year  under  consideration,  and  finally  agreed  to  on  this 
principle,  that  as  it  was  uncertain  at  what  time  the  belligerent  i)owers 
might  be  disposed  to  treat  of  peace,  which  (;ould  not  be  concluded  with- 
out a  minister  from  the  United  States,  it  would  save  a  great  deal  of 
time  for  this  power  to  have  a  minister  in  Europe  fully  authorized  to 
treat,  and,  in  concert  with  ministers  from  the  other  powers  at  war,  con- 
clude a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  and  a  tre:Uy  of  commerce  consistent 
with  that  already  with  his  most  Christian  majesty,  and  such  others  as 
might  be  made  with  other  powers.  I  am  persuaded  it  is  the  intention 
of  my  constituents  and  of  all  America,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  my  own  de- 
termination, to  take  no  steps  of  consequence  in  pursuance  of  my  com- 
missions, without  consulting  his  majesty's  ministers.  And  as  vari- 
ous conjectures  have  been  and  may  be  made  concerning  the  nature  of 
my  appointment  and  powers,  and  as  it  may  be  expected  by  some  that  I 
should  take  some  measures  for  announcing  these  to  the  public  or  at 
least  to  the  court  of  London,  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  excellency's  opin- 
ion and  advice  upon  these  questions: 

(1)  Whether,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  is  prudent  in  me  to 
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acquaiut  the  British  ministry  that  I  am  arrived  here,  and  that  I  shall 
be  ready  to  treat  whenever  the  belligerent  powers  shall  be  inclined  to 
treat. 

(2)  Whether  it  is  prudent  in  me  to  publish  in  any  manner  more  than 
the  jourmils  of  Congress  may  have  already  done  the  nature  of  my 
mission. 

(3)  Or  whether  to  remain  on  the  reserve,  as  I  have  hitherto  done 
since  my  arrival  in  Europe. 

If  »ny  i)ro[)Ositions  should  be  made  to  me  directly  or  indirectly  from 
the  British  ministry  1  sliall  not  fail  to  communicate  them  without  loss 
of  time  to  your  excellency,  and  I  beg  the  favor  of  your  excellency,  as  I 
am  the  only  i)ersou  in  Euroi)e  who  has  authority  to  treat  of  peace,  that 
if  any  pro[>ositions  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  should  be  made  to  his 
majesty's  ministers  that  they  may  be  communicated  to  me,  at  least  as 
far  as  they  may  relate  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Although  1  am  not  conhned  by  commissions  nor  instructions,  nor  by 
any  intimations  from  Congress,  to  reside  in  any  one  place  in  Europe 
more  than  another,  yet  my  own  inclinations  as  well  as  those  of  the  pub- 
lic would  be  most  gratihed  and  the  public  service  most  promoted  by  my 
residing  here.  I  must,  therefore,  request  his  majesty's  X)rotection  and 
permission  to  reside  in  this  kingdom  for  some  time,  with  or  without 
assuming  any  public  character,  as  your  excellency  may  think  most  ad- 
visable. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Sartine.* 

Paris,  February  13,  1780. 

Sir:  It  was  not  until  my  arrival  at  Pass^'  that  I  had  the  honor  of 
yonr  excellency's  letter  of  the  31st  of  December  last. 

When  his  majesty's  intentions  of  granting  me  a  passage  to  America 
were  communicated  to  me  I  had  little  expectation  of  returning  in  the 
same  frigate,  but  tlie  Congress  having  honored  me  with  a  fresh  mission 
to  Europe,  their  excellencies  the  late  and  present  ministers  from  his 
majesty  to  the  United  States  concurred  in  a  i)roi)Osal  to  Congress  and 
a  requisition  to  the  commander  of  the  frigate  to  afford  me  a  passage  in 
her  voyage  home,  which  Captain  Chavagne  agreed  to  with  particular 
marks  of  politeness  to  me  and  Mr.  Dana  and  the  others  who  accom- 
panied me. 

I  have  again  to  express  to  your  excellency  the  obligations  I  am  un- 
der to  the  captain  and  all  the  officers  of  the  Sensible  for  their  goodness 
to  me  and  mine.  But  it  is  more  i)articularly  my  duty  to  express  again 
my  thanks  to  his  majesty  for  this  fresh  favor,  to  M.  Gerard,  and  the 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  625. 
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Chevalier  de  la  Luzerue,  who  procured  it  for  me,  aud  to  your  excellency 
for  your  approbation  of  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


H.  Laurens  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs." 

Charleston,  Fehrnary  14,  1780. 

Gentlemen  :  My  last  address  went  forward  under  the  31st  ultimo 
by  Mr.  Kenshaw,  one  of  the  corps  of  escorts.  The  lOrh  instant  General 
Lincoln  was  on  the  point  of  ordering  the  liamjer  frigate  to  conduct  me  to 
France.  Governor  llutledge  had  given  his  consent  and  I  believe  there 
would  have  been  no  opposition  in  council ;  but  on  tlie  11th  we  received 
authentic  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  troops  from  New 
York  at  and  near  Tybee,  a,nd  the  next  day  of  their  having  landed  a 
large  detachment  on  John's  Island,  within  sixteen  miles  of  this  capital. 
We  heard  yesterday  that  another  detachment  had  landed  and  re- 
possessed Beaufort,  and  we  know  that  two  ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates, 
and  several  armed  vessels  are  cruisiug  near  the  bar  of  tl)is  harbor. 
Thus  environed,  an  attack  upon  Charleston,  very  illy  })repared  for  de- 
fense, may  be  every  hour  expected. 

In  these  circumstances,  were  I  to  study  my  own  private  interests  ami 
desires,  I  should  remain  here  and  stand  or  fall  with  my  country.  What- 
ever her  fate  may  be  exceedingly  heavy  losses  to  me  will  be  the  con- 
sequence of  my  absence  at  this  critical  conjuncture 5  but  the  governor 
and  other  judicious  friends  urge  me  to  use  every  endeavor  for  obtaining 
a  passage  through  some  other  channel.  Duty  dictates  the  same  meas- 
ure. I  shall  therefore  i^roceed  to  North  Carolina,  where  are  four  ves- 
sels belonging  to  this  port,  and  embark  immediately  on  board  of  one  of 
them.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of  acquainting  you 
with  my  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Henry  Laurens. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  February  1.'5,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  on  the  9th  of  this 
mouth,  and  not  before,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  in  this  city 
from  Ferrol  (where  I  arrived  on  the  8th  of  December),  with  Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Thaxter,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  in  tolerable  health,  after  a 
journey  of  near  four  hundred  leagues,  in  the  dead  of  winter,  through 
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bad  roads  and  worse  accommodations  of  every  kind,  AVe  lost  no  time 
more  than  wan  indispensably  necessary  to  restore  our  health,  which  was 
several  times  much  affected  and  in  great  danger;  yet  Ave  were  more 
than  twice  as  long  in  making  the  journey  by  land  ns  we  had  been  in 
crossing  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

The  next  morning  after  our  arrival  at  Paris  Mr.  Dana  and  myself 
went  out  to  Passy  and  spent  the  day  with  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  did  us  the  honor  the  next  day  to  accompany  us  to  Versailles,  where 
we  had  the  honor  to  wait  on  their  excellencies  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
M,  de  Saitine,  and  the  Count  Maurepas,  with  each  of  whom  we  had 
the  honor  of  a  short  conference  upon  the  state  of  public  affairs.  It  is 
sutiflcient  for  me  to  say  in  general  that  I  never  heard  the  French  min- 
istry so  frank,  so  explicit,  so  decided  as  each  of  these  gentlemen  was 
in  the  course  of  this  conversation  in  his  declarations  to  pursue  the  war 
with  vigor  and  to  afford  effectual  aid  to  the  United  States.  I  learned 
with  great  satisfaction  that  they  are  sending  under  convoy  clothing  and 
arms  for  flfteen  thousand  men  to  America;  that  seventeen  ships  of  the 
line  were  already  gone  to  the  West  Indies  under  M.  de  Guichen,  and 
that  live  or  six  more  at  least  are  to  follow,  in  addition  to  ten  or  twelve 
they  have  already  there.  I  asked  permission  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
to  write  to  him  on  the  subject  of  my  mission,  which  he  cheerfully  and 
politely  agreed  to.  I  have  accordingly  written  to  his  excellency,  and 
shall  forward  copies  of  my  letter  and  his  answer  as  soon  as  it  may  be 
safe  to  do  it. 

The  English  are  to  borrow  twelve  millions  this  year  and  it  is  said  that 
the  loan  is  filled  up.  They  have  thrown  a  sop  to  Ireland,  but  have  not 
appeased  her  rage.  They  give  out  exactly  such  threats  as  they  did  last 
year,  and  every  other  year,  of  terrible  preparations.  But  Congress 
knows  perfectly  well  how  these  measures  have  been  accomplished.  They 
will  not  be  more  fully  executed  the  next  year  than  the  last,  and  if  France 
and  Spain  should  throw  more  of  their  force,  especially  by  sea,  into 
America  the  next  year  America  will  have  no  essential  injury  to  fear. 

I  have  learned  since  my  arrival  at  Paris,  with  the  highest  pleasure, 
the  arrival  of  M.  Gerard,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Carmichael  at  Cadiz,  for 
whose  safety  we  had  been  under  great  apprehensions.  I  have  now  very 
sanguine  hopes  that  a  solid  treaty  will  soon  be  concluded  with  Spain, 
hopes  which  everything  I  saw  and  heard  seemed  to  favor. 

The  Alliance  frigate,  now  under  the  command  of  Captain  Jones,  with 
Captain  Cunningham  on  board,  is  arrived  at  Corunna,  where  she  is  to 
be  careened,  after  which  she  is  to  return  to  L'Orient,  and  from  thence 
to  go  to  America,  as  I  am  informed  by  Dr.  Franklin. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  are  still  in  Paris  under  many  difiQcul- 
ties  in  procuring  a  passage  home.     Mr.  William  Lee  is  at  Brussels.    Mr. 
Izard  has  been  to  Holland  to  obtain  a  passage  from  thence,  but  unfor- 
tunately  missed  his  opportunty  and  returned  disappointed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Vergeiines  to  J.  Adams.* 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Versailles,  February  15,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
me  on  the  12th  of  this  month.  I  think,  before  I  rei>]y  to  different  points 
on  which  you  consult  me,  that  it  is  proper  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  M. 
Gerard,  because  he  is  j)robabIy  the  bearer  of  your  instructions,  and  will 
certainly  be  able  to  make  me  better  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  yourcommission.  Uut  in  the  mean  time  I  am  of  0[)inion  that  it 
will  be  prudent  to  conceal  your  eventual  character,  and  above  all  to 
take  the  necessary  i)recautious  that  the  object  of  your  commission  may 
remain  unknown  to  the  court  of  London.  Besides,  sir,  you  may  be  as- 
sured that  his  majesty  sees  you  with  pleasure  in  his  dominions,  that 
you  will  constantly  enjoy  his  protection  and  the  prerogatives  of  the  law 
of  nations. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  1  shall  be  eager  to  give  you  ])roofs  of  my  con- 
tidence,  as  well  as  of  the  sentiments  with  which  1  have  the  honor  to 
be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


Carmichael  to  Jay.t 

Madrid,  February  15,  1780. 
Bear  Sir  :  I  arrived  in  this  city  late  in  the  evening  of  the  11th,  after 
a  tedious  and  disagreeable  journey.  The  next  day,  although  much  in- 
disposi  d,  I  waited  on  the  French  ambassador,  who  had,  by  a  message 
overnight,  requested  M.  Gerard  to  engage  me  to  dinner.  I  was  received 
by  him  and  all  his  family  in  the  most  friendly  manner,  and  was  offered 
every  service  in  his  power  to  render  us  without  those  personal  profes- 
sions which  give  birth  to  unmeaning  words  and  more  suspicion.  In- 
deed, I  have  neither  expressions  nor  time  to  represent  the  apparent  can- 
dor and  liberality  of  his  sentiments.  He  entered  fully  into  the  good 
disposition  of  his  court,  and  informed  me  that  the  king,  as  a  further 
l^roof  of  his  friendship  for  us,  had  agreed  to  pay  us  annually  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  three  millions  of  livres  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
in  order  to  enable  us  to  purchase  the  necessaries  for  our  army,  etc.,  and 
that  his  majesty  had  also  determined  to  send  a  considerable  marine 
and  laud  force  early  in  the  year  to  America,  to  be  at  the  disposition 
and  under  the  direction  of  our  general.  Seventeen  sail  of  the  line  and 
four  thousand  troops  are  also  to  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  if  they  have 
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not  already  sailed.     Judge  after  this  if  attention,  candor,  and  appar- 
ent unreserveduess  were  not  the  more  necessary  on  my  part. 

On  inquiry,  I  found  that  M.  Galvez  was  at  the  Pardo,  about  two 
leagues  from  Madrid,  where  the  king  resides  at  present,  and  in  the 
course  of  conversation  discovered  that  the  proper  channel  of  address 
ought  to  have  been  through  the  Count  de  Florida  Blauca. 

The  auibassador  offered  to  introduce  nie,  but  as  this  could  not  be 
done  with  propriety  without  previous  application,  he  undertook  to 
make  it  the  day  following  and  to  fix  the  time  for  my  reception  by  both, 
and  I  think  the  manner  will  be  the  sole  difficulty.  Among  other  cir- 
cumstances which  induce  this  conclusion  is  the  certain  knowledge  I 
have  obtaineil  that  M.  Mirales  received  instructions  several  months 
past  to  enter  into  engagements  with  Congress  to  take  into  pay  a 
body  of  troops  to  assist  in  the  conquest  of  Florida.  Your  own  good 
sense  will  point  out  the  use  which  may  be  made  of  this  intelligence. 
It  answers  to  one  point  of  the  instructions  which  1  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  you.  The  short  time  I  have  been  in  this  city  has  not 
hitherto  given  me  an  opportunity  of  writiug  so  circumstantially  as  I 
could  wish  in  the  matters  above  mentioned,  and  much  less  of  giving  a 
decided  opinion  on  many  objects  contained  in  your  instructions.  I  find 
however,  hitherto  no  difficulty  in  acquiring  in  time  a  knowledge  on 
most  of  the  subjects  recommended  to  my  attention. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  same  disgusts  do  not  subsist  be- 
tween the  crowns  as  between  the  nations,  but  the  most  i)erfect  harmony 
and  good  understanding. 

I  have  been  positively  assured,  and  from  good  authority,  that  no  over- 
tures have  been  made  for  peace. 

The  Dutch  are  arming,  which  is  a  circumstance  in  our  favor,  as  their 
preparations  originate  from  their  discontent  with  England  on  account 
of  the  late  affair  of  the  convoy. 

Mr.  Harrison  is  here,  and  proposes  to  proceed  to  Cadiz  next  week, 
which  will  lurnish  me  a  good  opj)ortunity  of  writing  to  you.  I  enclose 
you  the  last  pai)er  received  from  America ;  the  people  were  in  high 
spirits,  and  everything  in  a  good  state  in  the  beginning  of  January. 

I  can  not  conclude  without  mentioning  the  very  polite  manner  in  which 
the  French  ambassador  ottered  his  personal  civilities  in  everything 
that  depended  on  him  to  be  useful  to  you  in  this  place. 

M.  Gerard  will  write  to  you  himself,  yet  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to 
mention  his  personal  kindness  to  me,  and  the  candid  representations 
he  has  made  in  every  public  company  here  of  the  prosperous  situation 
of  our  affairs. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmichael, 
wh— vol  hi — — 3u 
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Washington  to  Luzerne. ' 

Headquarters,  Morrhtoicn,  February  15,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ofyour  excellency's 
letter  of  the  4th, t  which  only  reached  me  on  the  13th. 

Sincerely  desirous  of  doing  everything  in  niy  jiower  by  which  the  in- 
terest of  his  Christian  njajesty,  inseparable  from  that  of  these  States, 
can  in  any  manner  be  j)romoted,  and  still  more  in  a  point  so  essential 
as  that  which  makes  the  subject  of  your  letter,  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
furnish  the  detachment  required  by  Mr.  Duer,  whatever  might  be  my 
opinion  of  its  necessity,  did  not  the  present  state  of  the  army  absolutely 
forbid  it.  I  with  confidence  assure  your  excellency  that  our  force  is  so 
reduced  by  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which  a  considerable  part 
of  it  was  engaged,  and  will  be  so  much  more  diuiinished  in  the  course 
of  a  month  or  two  from  the  same  cause,  as  scarcely  to  suffice  for  the 
exigence  of  the  service,  and  to  afford  just  cause  for  uneasiness  should 
the  enemy  be  actuated  by  a  si)irit  of  enterprise  before  we  receive  the 
re-enforcements  intended  for  the  next  campaign.  So  circumstanced,  n)y 
duty  to  the  common  cause  will  not  justify  me  in  adding  to  the  inse- 
curity of  our  situation  by  making  a  detachment,  which,  though  appar- 
ently inconsiderable,  would  be  materially  felt  in  our  present  weakness; 
and  I  am  persuaded,  after  the  information  now  given,  that  your  excel- 
lency will  wish  me  not  to  hazard  the  measure. 

With  respect  to  the  necessity  of  a  covering  party,  I  shall  not  venture 
to  decide;  but  I  should  imagine,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  that 
the  business  may  be  carried  on  with  tolerable  security  without  one. 
The  consequences  of  the  late  expedition  promise  tranquillity  for  some 
time  to  our  frontier,  and  make  it  at  any  rate  improbable  that  the  savages 
will  be  able  to  penetrate  so  far  at  so  early  a  period,  and  the  proposition 
does  not  require  that  the  covering  party  should  remain  longer  than  the 
last  of  April.  The  intelligence  I  have  received  corresponds  with  these 
ideas.  It  might  be  added  that  the  garrison  at  Wyoming  gives  some 
degree  of  protection  to  the  part  of  the  country  in  question.  But  as  it 
is  very  important  that  no  interruption  should  be  given  to  the  workmen, 
if  a  covering  party  should  upon  the  whole  be  thought  requisite,  the 
best  mode  of  furnishing  it  will  be  from  the  neighboring  militia.  For 
this  purpose,  on  your  excellency's  application  to  Congress,  I  can  not 
doubt  they  will  immediately  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  attachment,  etc., 

George  Washington. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Pakis,  February  17,  1780. 

Sir:  It  is  necessary  that  I  should  intbrin  Congress  in  what  manner 
I  have  been  able  to  procure  money  to  defray  my  expenses  in  my  long- 
journey  through  the  greatest  part  of  Spain  and  France  to  this  city. 

On  my  arrival  at  Ferrol  I  was  ottered  the  loau  of  money  by  the 
French  consul,  M.  de  Touruelle,  who  at  the  same  time  told  me  there 
was  a  gentleman  at  Corunua,  M.  Michael  Lagoanere,  who  had  hereto- 
fore acted  as  an  American  agent  at  that  place,  and  who  would  be  very 
happy  to  supply  uie.  On  my  arrival  at  Corunua  JM.  Lagoanere  did  me 
the  houor  of  a  visit,  and  offered  me  every  assistance  in  cash,  otherwise 
telling  me  at  the  same  time  he  had  some  money  in  his  hands  which  he 
supposed  belonged  to  the  United  States,  being  part  of  the  proceeds  of 
some  prizes  heretofore  made  by  Captain  Cunningham.  That  this 
money,  however,  had  been  attached  in  his  hands  by  some  Spanish 
merchant,  who  had  commenced  a  laivsuit  against  Captain  Cunning- 
ham. I  accordingly  received  three  thousand  dollars  for  myself  and  Mr. 
Dana,  and  a  letter  of  credit  on  the  house  of  Cabarous,  at  Bayonne,  for 
as  ujuch  more  as  I  should  have  occasion  for.  On  our  arrival  at  Bayonne 
Mv.  Dana  and  I  received  of  that  house  fifty  louis  d'ors,  and  a  bill  of 
exchange  on  another  house  of  the  same  name  and  family  at  Bordeaux 
for  the  like  sum,  our  expenses  having  exceeded  all  our  computations  at 
Corunua,  as  our  journey  was  necessarily  much  longer  than  we  expected, 
on  account  of  the  uncommon  bad  weather  and  bad  roads.  This  bill 
was  i)aid  upon  sight.  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  we  have  received  the 
amount  of  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  livres,  all  on  account  of 
M.  Ijagoanere,  of  Corunna.  Of  this  sum  Mr.  Dana  has  received  the 
amount  of  four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-one  livres  and 
fifteen  sols,  and  I  have  received  twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  livres  and  five  sols,  for  which  sums  we  desire  to  be  re- 
spectively charged  in  the  treasury  books  of  Congress. 

As  this  money  is  expended,  if  M.  Lagoanere  should  draw  upon  us 
for  it,  all  the  authority  we  have  to  draw  upon  his  excellency  the  min- 
ister here  will  not  enable  us  to  pay  it;  and  if  M.  Lagoanere  should  be 
so  happy  as  to  avoid  the  attachnjent  and  leave  us  to  account  with 
Congress  for  this  money,  the  small  sum  we  are  empowered  to  receive 
from  his  excellency  will  go  a  very  little  way  in  discharging  our  ex- 
penses. We  must,  therefore,  pray  that  Congress  would  forward  us 
authority  to  draw  upon  his  excellency  for  the  amount  of  our  salaries 
annually,  which,  without  all  doubt,  will  be  paid. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  Genet,  First  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Paris,  Februar;/   18,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Whether  it  is  that  the  art  of  political  lyiMg  is  better  uu- 
derstood  iu  England  than  in  any  other  country,  or  whether  it  is  more 
practised  there  tlian  elsewhere,  or  whether  it  is  accidental  that  they 
have  more  success  in  making  their  fictions  gain  credit  in  the  world,  I 
know  not.  But  it  is  certain  that  every  winter  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  war  witli  America,  and  indeed  for  some  years  before,  they 
sent  out  large  quantities  of  this  manufacture  over  all  Europe  and 
throughout  all  America,  and  what  is  astonishing  is,  that  they  should 
still  find  numbers  in  every  country  ready  to  take  them  off  their  hands. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  city,  I  find  they  have  been  this  winter  at  their 
old  trade,  and  have  spread  rei)orts  here  and  in  Holland  and  iu  various 
other  parts  of  Europe,  and  no  doubt  they  have  found  means  to  propa- 
gate them  in  America  too,  tending  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  their  friends 
and  to  sink  those  of  their  opponents.  Such  as  that  they  have  made 
new  contracts  with  several  German  princes,  by  which  they  are  to  obtain 
seven  thousand  men  to  serve  in  America;  that  they  have  so  skillfully 
appeased  the  troubles  in  Ireland,  that  they  shall  ever  be  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  military  associations  there,  by  depending  upon  tiieui 
for  the  defense  of  the  kingdom,  while  they  draw  from  thence  ten  thou- 
sand regular  troops  for  the  service  in  America;  that  they  have  even 
concluded  a  treaty  with  Kussia,  by  which  the  empress  is  to  furnish  them 
with  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  twenty  thousand  men,  as  some  say, 
and  twenty  ships  of  the  line  and  twelve  thousand  men  as  others  relate. 
This  they  say  is  of  the  greater  moment,  because  of  an  intimate  con- 
nection, I  know  not  of  what  nature  it  is,  between  Russia  and  Denmark, 
by  which  the  latter  will  be  likely  to  be  drawn  into  the  war  against  the 
house  of  Bourbon  and  America;  and  Denmark,  they  say,  has  forty-five 
ships  of  the  line. 

I  know  very  well  that  the  greatest  part  of  these  reports  is  false  ;  and 
particularly  what  is  said  of  Russia  is  so  contrary  to  all  that  I  have  heard 
for  these  twelve  months  past  of  the  harmony  between  Versailles  and 
Petersburgh,  that  I  give  no  credit  to  it  at  all,  but  I  find  that  all  these 
reports  make  impressions  on  some  minds,  and  among  the  rest  some 
Americans.  I  therefore  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  inform  me  of  the  exact 
truth  in  all  these  matters,  that  I  may  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
transmitting  the  intelligence  to  Congress,  where  it  is  of  importance  it 
should  be  known. 

I  was  much  mortified  when  I  was  at  Versailles  the  other  day  that  I 
could  not  have  the  honor  of  paying  my  respects  to  you,  but  I  was  so 
connected  with  other  gentlemen,  who  were  obliged  to  return  to  dinner, 
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that  T  could  not ;  but  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  I  can  get  to  wait 
on  you, 

And  assure  you,  that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.* 

Paris,  February  IS,  1780. 

My  Dear  General  :  You  know  extremely  well  the  skill  of  our 
enemies  in  forging'  false  news,  and  their  artifice  in  circulating-  it,  not 
only  through  the  various  parts  of  Europe,  but  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  their  friends  and  depress  those  of 
their  adversaries.  It  is  their  annual  custom  iu  the  ^^iuter  to  send 
abroad  large  cargoes  of  these  lies,  and  they  meet  with  a  success  in 
making  them  believed  that  is  really  astonishing. 

Since  my  arrival  here  I  fiiul  they  have  been  this  winter  at  their  old 
game  again,  and  have  circulated  reports  here,  in  Holland  and  other  parts 
of  Europe  that  they  have  made  new  contracts  with  other  petty  princes 
in  Germany,  by  which,  together  with  those  made  before,  they  will  be 
able  to  draw  seven  thousand  fresh  troops  from  that  country  to  serve  iu 
America.  That  by  appeasing  the  troubles  in  Ireland,  they  shall  be  able 
to  avail  themselves  even  of  the  military  associations  in  that  kingdom, 
by  depending  upon  them  for  the  defense  of  the  country,  and  to  draw 
near  ten  thousand  men  from  thence  for  the  service  in  America.  That 
they  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  court  of  Petersburglj,  by  which 
Russia  is  to  furnish  them  with  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  twenty 
thousand  men,  which  they  say  is  of  the  more  importance  on  account  of 
the  intimate  connection  between  Russia  and  Denmark,  as  the  latter  will 
be  likely  by  this  means  to  be  drawn  into  the  war,  with  their  numerous 
fleet  of  forty-five  ships  of  the  line.  The  greatest  part  of  these  tales  are 
false.  I  know  very  well  what  is  said  of  Russia  is  so  contrary  to  all  that  I 
have  seen  and  heard  of  the  good  understanding  between  Versailles  and 
Russia,  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  its  falsehood.  But  as  I  am  very  lately 
arrived,  and,  consequently,  have  not  opportunity  to  examine  these 
reports  to  the  bottom,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  inform  me,  with  all  the 
exactness  possible,  how  much  truth  there  is  in  them,  if  any  at  all. 

You  are  very  sensible  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Con- 
gress should  have  the  earliest  information  of  these  things,  and  that  you 
and  I  can  not  render  a  more  useful  service  to  our  countr}^  at  present 
than  by  collecting  such  intelligence  with  precision  and  transmitting  it 
without  delay.  Knowing  the  pleasure  you  take  in  serving  the  United 
States  in  every  way  in  your  power,  I  thought  I  could  beg  this  favor  of 
you  with  propriety,  and  that  you  would  believe  me  always  your  friend 

and  servant, 

John  Adams. 
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Carmichael  to  John  Jay." 

Madrid,  February  18,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  by  a  courier 
whom  the  French  ambassador  dispatched  to  Cadiz  yesterday  morning; 
since  which  I  have  been  introduced  by  hini  to  their  excellencies  Mar- 
quis de  Florida  Blanca  and  Don  Joseph  de  Galvez.  I  delivered  your 
letter  to  the  latter,  and  explained  to  the  former  the  reasons  which  induce 
you  to  address  the  latter,  with  which  he  ai)i)eared  perfectly  satisfied. 
Don  Joseph  de  Galvez  told  me  that  he  would  deliver  your  letter  to  the 
Marquis  de  Florida  Blanca,  whose  business  it  was  to  lay  it  before  the 
king-  and  receive  his  orders  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  marquis  or 
himself  would  be  directed  to  answer  it.  1  repeated  the  substance  of 
your  instructions  to  me  as  far  as  they  respect  him,  and  was  answered 
that  he  would  take  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  me  on  our 
affairs  and  would  inform  me  through  the  French  ambassador  when  it 
would  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  me.  Some  compliments  passed 
with  respect  to  the  characters  he  had  receiv^ed  of  us,  which  it  is  unnec- 
essary to  repeat. 

The  Marquis  de  Florida  Blanca  told  me  that  lie  would  lay  your  letter 
before  the  king  the  same  night  for  his  consi<leration.  I  took  thiso])por- 
tunity  of  mentioning  the  pleasure  it  would  give  Congress  to  hear  of 
your  reception  at  Madrid,  from  the  earnest  desire  they  had  to  cultivate 
the  king's  friendship  5  that  their  expectations  were  sanguine,  having 
been  led  to  believe  the  dispositions  of  the  court  were  favorable  by  the 
suggestions  of  persons  supposed  to  l)e  well  acquainted  with  its  inten- 
tions; that  the  hopes  of  the  people  were  also  great;  and  1  hinted  that 
there  were  several  vessels  about  to  sail  from  Bilboa  and  the  i;)orts  of 
France  by  which  you  would  be  hapi)y  to  communicate  tliis  news  to  Con- 
gress and  to  gratify  the  expectations  of  the  people. 

He  then  told  me  that  he  had  informed  the  king  of  your  arrival  at 
Cadiz,  although  they  had  nmlerstood  your  original  destination  was  to 
France;  that  the  king  had  ordered  them  to  receive  your  overtures,  and 
that  1  was  at  liberty  to  give  you  this  information,  and,  after  a  i)ause, 
added  that  on  Monday  next  he  hoped  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  return 
an  answer  to  your  letter.  You  Avill  please  to  observe;  that  it  had  not 
been  read  by  either  when  this  conversation  passed.  He  also  told  me 
that  he  would  take  an  opi)ortunity  to  converse  with  me  and  would 
inform  me  when  it  would  be  convenient  for  him  to  see  me  through  the 
channel  before  mentioned. 

On  Monday  next  1  go  to  the  Pardo,  by  their  appointment.  Here  I  see 
every  day  a  person  who  1  believe  to  be  sent  by  them  to  converse  with  me, 
although  I  appear  to  know  nothing  of  his  connection  with  the  court. 
1  think  you  may  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  your  journey  on 
the  receipt  of  this.     Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana  were  at  Bordeaux  the 
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2d  instant.  They  mean  to  proceed  to  Amsterdam  from  thence,  so  that 
the  ])hiu  spoken  of  has  taken  place.  They  go  in  a  good  time,  as  the 
Dutch  are  at  present  much  irritated  against  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  corresponded  with  the  Marquis  de  Fh^rida  Blanca,- 
but  if  I  am  well  informed  the  correspondence  consisted  of  American 
news  on  the  one  part  and  compliment  on  the  other.  M.  Gerard  leaves 
this  to-morrow ;  he  has  had  conversations  with  the  Spanish  ministers, 
of  about  two  hours  at  one  time  and  three  at  another.  I  am  in  a  way  of 
obtaining  most  of  the  information  you  desired.  I  beg  you  to  present 
the  proper  compliments  to  your  lady  and  Colonel  Livingston. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmichael. 


Franklin  to  Lee  and  Izard.* 

PassY,  February  1<J,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  last  night  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  relativ^e  to  your  having  a  passage  in  the  Alliance.  It 
was  unnecessary  to  use  agreements  [arguments]  to  me  to  show  the  pro- 
priety of  that  measure.  Mr.  Lee  may  remember  that  I  mentioned  it  to 
him  some  weeks  since,  and  receiving  no  answer,  I  imagined  he  had 
other  views.  The  ship  is  now  repairing  at  L'Orient.  I  suppose  she 
will  be  ready  to  sail  in  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks.  If  Mr.  Lee  carries 
with  him  his  nephews,  and  Mr.  Izard  proposes  to  take  his  family,  per- 
haps it  may  be  well  to  know  fronj  Captain  Jones,  before  the  journey  to 
L'Orient  is  undertaken,  whether  he  can  accommodate  them  all,  i^assages 
being  already  promised  to  several  persons. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 

P.  S. — I  have  lately  received  an  extract  from  the  ministers  of  Con- 
gress relating  to  accounts,  of  which  I  send  you  copj-  enclosed. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  Felmiary  19,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  and  lest  I  should  not  have 
explained  sufficiently  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  the  nature  and  extent  of 
my  commissions,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  attested  copies  of 
both,  as  well  as  of  that  to  Mr.  Dana. 

With  regard  to  my  instructions,  I  presume  your  excellency  will  not 
judge  it  proper  that  I  should  communicate  them  any  further  than  to 
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assure  you,  as  I  do  in  tbe  fullest  manner,  that  tliey  contain  nothing  in- 
consistent  with  the  letter  or  spirit  of  tlie  treaty  between  his  majesty 
and  the  United  States  or  the  most  perfect  friendship  between  France 
and  America,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  clearest  orders  to  cultivate  both. 
I  have  hitherto  conducted  according  to  your  advice,  having  never  com- 
municated to  any  person  since  my  arrival  in  T^urope  the  nature  of  my 
mission,  excepting  to  your  excellency  and  Dr.  Franklin,  to  whom  it 
was  indeed  communicated  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  and  to  him  in 
confidence.  I  shall  continue  to  conceal,  as  far  as  may  depend  upon 
me,  my  actual  character,  but  I  ought  to  observe  to  your  excellency  that 
my  appointment  was  as  notorious  in  America  as  that  of  Mr.  Jay  or  Dr. 
Franklin  before  my  departure.  So  it  is  probably  already  known  to 
the  court  of  Loudon,  although  they  have  not  regular  evidence  of  it.  I 
mention  this,  lest  some  persons  might  charge  me  with  publishing  what 
I  certainly  did  not  publish. 

I  thank  your  excellency  for  the  assurances  of  his  majesty's  protec- 
tion and  of  your  confidence,  which  it  shall  be  m^^  study  and  eudeavor 
at  all  times  to  deserve. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams, 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Fehnianj  19,  1780. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  are  copies  of  former  letters  of  Congress,  and  I  shall 
continue  to  transmit  copies  until  I  learn  that  some  have  arrived,  for 
which  reason  I  must  request  the  favor  that  his  excellency  the  Presi- 
dent, or  some  committee,  may  be  desired  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
letters,  so  that  I  may  know"  as  soon  as  may  be  what  letters  have  arrived 
and  which  have  been  less  fortunate. 

The  art  of  making  and  spreading  false  news  to  answer  political  i3ur. 
poses  is  not  peculiar  to  Great  Britain,  but  yet  she  seems  to  possess  this 
art,  and  the  talent  of  giving  to  her  lictions  the  colors  of  probability  be- 
yond other  nations;  at  least  she  seems  to  have  more  success  in  making 
her  impostures  believed  than  any  other.  It  is  her  annual  practice  in 
the  winter  to  fabricate  and  export  large  quantities  of  this  merchandise 
to  all  parts  of  Europe  and  America,  and  she  finds  more  customers 
to  take  them  off  her  hands  than  she  ought,  considering  how  illicit  the 
traffic  is. 

This  winter  her  emissaries  have  been  more  assiduous  than  ever  in 
propagating  reports  that  they  have  entered  into  new  engagements 
with  several  other  petty  principalities  in.  Germany,  by  which  they 
shall  hire  seven  thousand  men  for  the  service  of  the  next  campaign  in 
America ;  that  by  compromising  with  Ireland  they  shall  be  able  to 
take  advantage  even  of  the  military  associations  in  that  kingdom,  and 
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draw  from  them  a  large  u umber  of  regular  troops  for  tlie  service  in 
America,  depending  on  tbe  volunteer  militia  or  associalors  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  country  ;  that  they  have  made  a  treaty  with  Russia,  whereby 
that  power  has  engaged  to  furnish  them  with  twelve  ships  of  the  line 
and  twenty  thousand  troops,  as  some  say,  and  twenty  ships  of  the  line 
and  twelve  thousand  troops,  according  to  others.  This  alliance,  they 
say,  too,  is  of  the  more  consequence  on  account  of  some  connection  be- 
tween Russia  and  Denmark,  who  it  is  insinuated,  Avill  follow  Russia 
into  the  war,  and  Denmark,  they  add,  has  forty-five  ships  of  the  line, 
not  manned  it  is  true,  but  England  they  say  can  man  them. 

These  tales  one  would  think  are  so  extravagant  and  absurd,  that 
tliey  would  not  find  a  believer  in  the  world.  Yet  there  are  persons  who 
believe  them  in  all  nations  of  Europe,  particularly  in  Holland,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  the  same  song  will  be  sung  in  America,  and  many 
will  listen  to  it.  There  is  nothing  further  from  the  truth  ;  they  will 
find  the  utmost  difficulty  to  draw  from  Germany  troops  enough  to  repair 
the  breaches  in  the  German  troops  made  in  America  the  last  year;  the 
same  with  regard  to  Ireland.  And  as  to  what  is  said  of  Russia,  there 
is  not  even  a  color  of  truth  in  it,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  same  good 
understanding  continues  between  Versailles  and  Petersburgh,  wliich 
subsisted  last  winter,  spring,  and  summer.  As  to  Denmark,  I  have  no 
reason  to  think  that  she  is  disposed  to  assist  Great  Britain,  but  on  the 
contrary  that  she  has  armed  to  defend  herself  at  sea  against  Great 
Britain;  but  if  it  were  otherwise,  to  what  purpose  would  her  ships  of 
the  line  be  unmanned,  when  Great  Britain  can  not  man  the  ships  of  the 
line  she  already  Las? 

France  seems  determined  to  i^ursue  the  naval  war  with  vigor  and 
decision  in  the  American  seas,  M.  deGuichen  sailed  the  beginning  of 
January  with  seventeen  or  eighteen  ships  of  the  line.  Seven  more  are 
now  being  prepared  at  Brest  with  all  possible  expedition,  supposed  to 
be  for  America.  These,  if  they  all  happily  join  the  twelve  ships  left 
by  the  Count  d'Estaing,  will  make  a  fieet  of  six  and  thirty  ships  of  the 
line.  And  the  court  seems  determined  to  maintain  the  superiority  in 
the  American  seas.  This  will  give  scope  to  our  privateers  to  weaken 
and  distress  the  enemies  of  their  country,  while  they  are  enriching 
themselves. 

There  is  no  news  of  Admiral  Rodney,  from  whence  I  conclude  he  is 
gone  to  the  West  Indies. 

The  English  have  derived  such  a  flush  of  spirits  from  their  late  suc- 
cesses, which  are  mostly,  however,  of  the  negative  kind,  that  they  talk 
in  a  style  very  different  from  that  of  i)eace.  There  are  two  reflections 
which  the  English  can  not  bear ;  one  is  that  of  losing  the  domination  of 
the  Colonies  as  indispensable  to  the  support  of  their  naval  superiority 
over  France  and  Spain,  or  either  of  them,  in  possession  of  a  powerful 
fleet  at  the  peace.  Their  maxim  is  to  make  themselves  terrible  at  sea 
to  all  nations,  and  they  are  convinced  that  if  they  nuvke  a  i)eace,  leav- 
ing America  independent  and  France  and  Spain  powerful  at  sea,  they 
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shall  never  again  be  terrible  to  any  maritime  i^ower.  These  reasons 
convince  me  that  Great  Britain  will  hazard  all  rather  than  make  peace 
at  present.  Thompson's  "  Britannia,"  which  expresses  the  feelings  as 
well  as  the  sentiments  of  every  Briton,  is  so  mnch  to  the  present  pur- 
pose, that  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  referring  to  it,  even  in  a  letter 
to  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


La  Fayette  to  John  Adams.* 

Paris,  February  19,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  As  I  came  but  this  morning  from  Versailles,  it  was  not  in 
my  power  sooner  to  answer  to  the  letter  you  have  honored  me  with,  and 
this  duty  I  now  perform  with  the  more  pleasure,  that  it  is  of  some  im- 
portance to  the  interests  of  America.  Since  the  first  day  when  I  had 
the  happiuess  of  making  myself  and  of  being  considered  in  the  world 
as  an  American,  I  have  always  observed  that  among  the  many  ways  of 
attacking  our  liberties,  and  among  the  most  ungenerous  ones,  treachery 
and  falsehood  have  ever  been  the  first  weapons  on  which  the  British 
nation  have  the  most  depended. 

I  am  glad  it  is  in  my  power  generally  to  assure  you  that  the  many 
reports  propagated  by  them,  and  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  are  not 
founded  upon  truth.  New  contracts  with  petty  German  princes  have 
not,  I  believe,  taken  place;  and  if  any  such  merchandise  were  sent  to 
America  it  would  at  most  consist  of  a  few  recruits.  The  troubles  in 
Ireland,  if  there  is  the  least  common  sense  amongst  the  first  patriots  of 
that  country,  are  not  1  hope  at  an  end,  and  it  seems  they  now  begin  to 
raise  new  expectations.  The  Russian  troops,  so  much  talked  of  in  their 
gazettes,  I  take  to  be  mere  recruits  for  those  thirty  thousand  Russians 
that  Mr.  Rivijigton  had  three  years  ago  ordered  to  embark  for  America. 

Those  intelligences,  my  dear  sir,  mnst  be  counteracted  by  letters  to 
our  friends  in  America.  But  as  the  respect  which  we  owe  to  the  free 
citizens  of  tiie  United  States  makes  it  a  point  of  duty  for  us  never  to 
deceive  them,  and  as  the  most  candid  frankness  must  ever  distinguish 
our  side  of  the  question  from  the  course  of  tyranny  and  falsehood,  I 
intend  paying  to  morrow  morning  a  visit  to  the  minister  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  from  him  get  so  minuted  intelligence  as  will  answer  your 
purpose. 

With  the  most  sincere  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc.. 

La  Fayette. 

p.  s. — On  my  return  from  Versailles,  my  dear  sir,  where  1  will  settle 
the  affairs  of  arms  that  I  have  undertaken,  I  will  impart  to  you  a  project 
privately  relating  to  me  that  is  not  inconsistent  with  my  sentiments 
for  our  country,  America. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  632,  with  verbal  chauges;  7  Jobu 
Adams'  Works,  125. 
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Carmichael  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Madrid,  February  19,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  short  time  I  remained  at  Cadiz,  aud  the  constant  emplo}'- 
meut  in  which  I  was  engaged  of  copying  Mr.  Jay's  letters  and  making 
the  necessary  i)reparations  for  my  journey,  prevented  me  from  doing 
myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  excellency  from  thence.  But  hav- 
ing now  an  opportunity  by  M.  Gerard,  to  France,  and  an  ofi'er  from  M. 
Gardoqui  to  forward  my  letters  bj*  the  way  of  Bilboa,  I  enclose  to  Con- 
gress copies  of  those  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Jay  since  my  arrival  in  this  city, 
as  they  contain  the  mostmaterial  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  procure. 
I  have  every  reason  to  be  pleased  with  the  disposition  of  those  whom 
I  have  seen  here,  as  well  foreigners  as  natives,  and  I  can  not  sufiflciently 
express  my  gratitude  for  the  liberal  and  friendly  manner  in  which  I 
have  been  received  by  the  Count  de  Montmorin,  the  ambassador  of 
France,  which  I  should  impute  entirely  to  M.  Gerard's  good  offices,  was 
not  his  own  good-will  and  desire  to  conform  to  the  favorable  dis[)Osition 
of  his  court  apparent.  ]M.  Gerard  in  the  circle  of  foreign  ministers  is 
moie  of  an  American  than  a  Frenchman,  and  I  should  do  him  injustice 
if  I  did  not  mention  it. 

The  English  squadron  sailed  from  Gibraltar  the  13th  instant,  and 
part  of  it  is  said  to  be  destined  for  the  West  Indies.  The  French  will 
have  seventy-two  sail  of  the  line  in  actual  service  this  year.  The  troops 
at  the  disposition  of  the  i)erson  mentioned  in  the  letter  No  ],t  to  Mr. 
Jay,  will  amount  to  near  four  thousand,  aud  consist  chiefly  of  Germans; 
six  sail  of  the  line  will  escort  them,  and  I  am  well  informed  they  will 
sail  in  less  than  two  months.  It  is  said  the  English  ministry  will  be 
able  to  procure  the  necessary  supplies  for  the  present  year  owing  to 
their  late  successes. 

I  beg  leave,  through  your  excellency,  to  assure  Congress  ol"  my  un- 
remitted attention  to  merit  the  confidence  reposed  in  me,  and  to  believe 
me,  etc., 

William  Carmichael. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  February  20,  1780. 

Sir:  Since  my  arrival  in  Europe  I  have  had  the  mortification  to  see 

in  the  public  papers  a  series  of  little  successes  which  our  enemies  have 

had  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.     The  first  was  a  very  exaggerated 

account  in  the  English  Court  Gazette  of  their  successes  against  the 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  18,  with  verbal  corrections, 
t  See  Carmichael  to  Jay,  February  1.5,  1780,  supra. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks' Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  636,  with  verbal  changes;  7  Jobn 
Adam.s'  Works,  127. 
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Spaniards  in  Sontb  America.  The  next  was  tlie  history  of  tLe  repnlse 
of  General  Lincoln  and  the  Connt  d'Estaing  at  Savannah  and  the 
raising  of  the  siege  at  that  post.  Tliese  were  soon  followed  by  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Spanish  fleet  of  transport  ships  by  Rodney's  squadron,  and 
the  advantage  gained  by  that  admiral  over  the  Spanish  sliipsofwar, 
after  a  most  gallant  rcvsistance,  however,  off  Gibraltar. 

These  small  trium])hs,  although  chiefly  of  the  defensive  and  negative 
kind,  and  a  })oor  compensation  for  the  blood  and  the  millions  they  are 
annually  wasting,  are,  however,  abundantly  suflicient  to  cheer  the  spirits 
of  the  British  populace  and  to  banish  from  the  minds  of  the  ministry 
all  thoughts  of  peace  upon  reasonable  terms;  for  the  English  in  the 
present  war  act  upon  a  maxim  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of  the 
Romans,  and  never  think  of  peace  upon  any  event  fortunate  to  them, 
but  are  anxious  for  it  under  every  great  adversity. 

A  report  of  my  appointment  having  also  been  carried  to  England  by 
the  cartels  from  Boston,  and  being  spread  in  Europe  by  various  other 
ways  by  passengers  in  the  Committee,^  by  French  passengers  in  the  Sen- 
sibJe,  of  whom  there  were  a  great  number,  who  had  heard  of  it  in  all 
companies  in  America,  and  by  many  private  letters,  and  the  English 
ministerial  writers  having  made  use  of  this  as  evidence  of  a  drooping 
spirit  in  America  in  order  to  favor  their  loan  of  money,  I  thought 
it  my  best  policy  to  communicate  my  appointment  and  powers  to  the 
French  court  and  ask  their  advice,  as  our  good  allies,  how  to  proceed 
in  the  preseut  emergency.  I  accordingly  wrote  to  his  excellency  the 
Count  de  Vergeunes  the  letter  of  the  12th  of  February,  a  copy  of  which 
is  enclosed,  and  received  his  answer  of  the  loth,  a  copy  of  wliich  is  en- 
closed, to  which  I  replied  in  a  letter  of  the  19th,  a  coi)y  of  which  is  also 
enclosed.  When  I  shall  receive  his  excellency's  answer  I  shall  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  enclose  that. 

If  there  is  anything  in  these  letters  of  mine  which  is  not  conformable 
to  the  views  and  sentiments  of  Congress  I  wish  to  be  instructed  in  it, 
or  if  Congress  should  not  concur  with  his  excellency  the  count  I  shall 
obey  their  orders  with  the  utmost  punctuality  and  alacrity.  I  have 
ever  understood  that  Congress  were  first  advised  to  the  measure  of  ap- 
pointing a  minister  to  negotiate  peace  by  the  French  minister  then  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  name  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  However  this 
may  have  been,  it  can  not  be  improper  to  have  some  one  in  Europe  em- 
l^owered  to  think  and  treat  of  peace,  which  some  time  or  other  must 
come. 

Since  my  last,  which  was  of  yesterday's  date,  Ihave  had  opportunity 
to  mfike  more  particular  inquiries  concerning  the  pretended  treaty  with 
Russia,  and  am  informed  that  the  English  ministry  did,  not  long  since, 
make  a  formal  application  by  their  ambassador  to  the  Empress  of  Rus- 
sia for  a  body  of  troops  and  a  number  of  ships ;  but  that  the  a])p]ication 
was  opposed  with  great  spiiit  and  ability  in  the  Russian  council, 
particularly  by  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  and  rejected  in  council 
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with  great  unauimity,  aud  that  the  harmony  between  Versailles  and 
Petersbiirgh  remains  as  i)erfect  as  when  I  left  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Genet  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Translation.] 

Versatli,es,  February  20,  1780. 

Sir:  You  have  been  afraid  to  trouble  the  Count  de  Vergenues,  and 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  of  addressing-  yourself  to  nie,  in  order  to 
know  what  you  are  to  think  of  several  rumors  which  the  English  have 
endeavored  to  spread.  I  am  infinitely  flattered  by  the  mark  of  confi- 
dence which  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  me,  but  I  have  thought 
myself  obliged  to  lay  the  letter  before  the  minister.  He  has  directed 
me  to  assure  you  that  ou  every  occasion  he  will  be  very  happy  that  you 
should  address  yourself  directly  to  him,  aud  that  you  will  always  fiud 
him  ready  to  satisfy  your  inquiries. 

He  has  remarked,  as  well  as  yourself,  the  address  which  our  enemies 
use  to  circulate  false  rei)orts,  and  to  make  Euro])e  believe  that  the 
Americans  are  making  advances  to  them  in  order  to  treat  of  an  arrange- 
ment with  them.  The  Count  de  Vergennes  is  likewise  persuaded  of 
the  contrary,  as  he  is  assured  that  no  new  treaty  has  been  negotiated 
with  the  princes  of  Germany,  and  that  no  levies  are  making  there  but 
for  the  sake  of  filling"  up  the  old  ones.  He  does  notthink  that  the  news 
of  the  treaty  with  Russia,  nor  that  which  relates  to  the  court  of  Den- 
mark, are  better  founded.  He  told  me  that  I  might  do  myself  the  honor 
to  write  you  that  all  those  rumors  are  false,  and  that  you  run  no  risk 
in  presenting  them  as  such  to  the  persons  on  whom  you  think  they  have 
made  some  impressions  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

1  am  extremely  anxious  to  have  the  honor  to  see  you  and  congratu- 
late you  on  your  ha[>py  return.  As  I  but  seldom  go  to  Paris,  1  wish  your 
business  may  i)ermit  you  to  do  me  the  honor  to  call  at  my  house  and 
accept  of  a  family  dinner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Genet. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

Cadiz,  February  20,  1780. 
Sir:  The  papers  herewith  enclosed  are  duplicates  of  those  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency  by  Captain  De  Saussure. 
As  yet  I  have  received  no  intelligence  from  Madrid,  owing,  I  believe, 
to  the  extreme  badness  of  the  roads. 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  63G ;  7  John  Adams'  Works,  126. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  15^. 
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When  at  Martinique,  I  informed  Congress  by  letter,  dated  the  25th  of 
December  last,  tbat  I  had  drawn  a  bill  in  favor  of  the  otficers  of  the 
Confederacy  on  Dr.  Franklin  for  100  guineas.  At  the  time  that  letter 
was  writteu  I  had  made  the  ofiQcers  that  promise,  and  had  directed  the 
bills  to  be  made  out  accordingly,  but  just  as  I  was  coming  away  and 
closing  accounts  with  Mr.  Bingham  he,  perceiving  that  the  money  I  was 
about  to  draw  for  the  ollicers  was  to  come  out  of  my  salary  iu  the  first 
instance,  was  so  obliging  as  to  offer  to  advance  that  sum  on  the  credit 
of  Congress,  and  thereby  save  me  the  necessity  of  drawing.  I  accepted 
his  offer,  and  gave  notice  of  it  to  the  officers  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  the  clerk 
of  the  frigate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  Officers*  of  the  Alliance  Frigate,  belonging  to  the  United  States 

of  America. t 

Passy,  February  21,  1780, 
Gentlemen:  I  have  but  lately  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  of 
January.  I  am  sorry  you  have  been  so  long  detained  in  that  uncom- 
fortable, inactive  situation.  It  has  been  partly  occasioned  by  hopes  that 
the  court  of  Denmark  would  reconsider  their  proceedings  and  give  us 
back  our  prizes.  If  that  had  been  the  case  your  stay  might  have  been 
serviceable.  If,  by  the  advices  M.  de  Chezaulx  receives  from  Copen- 
hagen, he  finds  that  not  likely  to  happen,  or  if  the  vessels  are  gone,  I 
have  now  wrote  requesting  him  to  forward  you  and  the  people  to 
France.  Your  account  of  the  whole  transaction  at  Bergen  is  very 
clear  and  particular,  and  you  acted  very  properly  in  making  the  decla- 
ration you  mention  before  a  notary.  We  are  much  obliged  to  the  gen- 
tlemen Irom  whom  you  have  received  civilities,  and  I  desire  you  to 
present  my  hearty  thanks. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 


Franklin  to  Carmichael.  t 

Passy,  February  22,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  with  great  pleasure  yours  of  the  25th  of  Jan- 
uary, and  shall  write  to  you  fully  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

I  can  not  recollect  the  name  of  the  correspondent  you  mention,  but  I 
have  ordered  a  credit  of  24,000  livres  touruois  to  be  lodged  in  Madrid 
for  Mr.  Jay  and  you,  which  I  suppose  you  will  divide  in  proportion  to 

*  Messrs.  Thomas  White,  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Abraham  Moore,  James  Hogan,  and 
Nathaniel  Marston. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
XlUd. 
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your  appointments.     Enclosed  are  tbe  letters.     I  do  not  seal  that  tbi 
Mr.  Jay,  as  I  Lave  just  heard  that  possibly  he  may  not  be  gone  to 
Madrid,  as  I  imagined,  with  Mr.  Gerard,  and  you  may  have  occasion  to 
show  it  to  M.  Le  Marquis  d'Yranda. 
With  sincere  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Jay.' 

Passy,  February  22,  1 780. 

Sir:  It  gave  me  infinite  pleasure  to  hear  of  your  excellency's  safe 
arrival  in  Spain.  Knowing  that  the  Gonfederaci/  had  sailed  the  28th 
of  October,  we  began  to  despair  of  ever  hearing  more  of  her. 

I  received  your  advice  of  the  bill  drawn  on  me  for  -4,079  livres  tournois, 
at  sixty  days'  date,  which  I  ordered  to  be  immediately  paid,  as  you 
desired. 

I  have  also  lodged  a  credit  for  you  at  Madrid  for  24,000  livres,  de- 
ducting this  bill.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  furnish  Mr.  Carmichael 
with  4,800  livres  of  it,  which  he  has  desired  of  me. 

Enclosed  is  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Marquis  d'Yranda,  with 
whom  the  credit  is  placed,  and  whose  acquaintance  and  friendship  may 
be  otherwise  of  use  to  you. 

With  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay.t 

Paris,  February  22, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  T  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  your  happy  arrival 
in  Europe,  which  must  be  the  more  agreeable  to  you  for  the  terrible  voy- 
ages you  have  had.  Every  good  American  in  Europe,  I  believe,  suffered 
a  great  anxiety  from  the  length  of  time  that  passed  between  the  day 
when  it  was  known  that  the  Confederacy  sailed  and  the  time  when  the 
uews  arrived  of  your  being  in  Cadiz.  I,  too,  have  had  my  hairbreadth 
escapes,  and  after  my  arrival,  a  very  tedious  journey  in  the  worst  sea- 
son of  the  year  by  land.  Happy,  however,  shall  we  be  if  all  our  haz- 
ards and  fatigues  should  contribute  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  free  and 
prosperous  j^eople. 

I  hope  no  accident  or  disagreeable  circumstance  has  happened  to 
your  family,  to  whom  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  present  my  respects. 
From  what  I  saw  and  heard  in  Spain,  from  the  strong  assurances  I  re- 
ceived of  the  good-will  of  the  court  and  nation,  and  from  the  great 

'MSS.  Pep,  of  State,  1 3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  638. 
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attention  and  respect  tliat  were  paid  me  by  officers  of  government  of 
the  highest  rank  in  the  provinces  through  which  I  passed,  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  meet  with  the  most  distinguished  reception,  and  I  hope 
will  soon  have  the  honor  and  satisfaction  of  concluding  a  treaty  with 
Spain.  You  will  have  the  advantage  of  more  frequent  and  speedy  in- 
telligence from  home  than  we  can  have  here ;  at  lease  you  will  have  it  in 
your  power.  There  are  vessels  oftener  arriving  from  America  at  Bil- 
boa  aud  Cadiz,  I  think,  than  in  France.  Many  of  these  vessels  come 
from  Boston  and  Newburyport — perhaps  the  most  of  them— so  that 
by  directing  your  correspondents  to  send  their  letters  that  way  you 
will  have  them  nnich  sooner  than  we  can  commonly  obtain  them;  and 
by  transmitting  yours  to  Mes.^jrs.  Gardoqui  &  Co.,  at  Bilboa,  and  Mr. 
Montgomery,  or  some  other  at  Cadiz,  your  dispatches  will  go  more 
speedily  and  more  safely  than  ours,  for  we  find  it  almost  impossible  to 
get  a  letter  across  the  Bay  of  Biscay  from  France  iu  a  merchant  vessel, 
there  are  so  many  privateers  in  the  route;  the  danger  of  whom  is 
avoided  chiefly  by  ves.sels  from  Bilboa  keeping  near  the  coast  and 
running  into  harbor  iu  case  of  danger,  and  wholly  by  those  from  Cadiz. 
You  will  excuse  my  mentioning  to  you  this  channel  of  intelligence, 
which  might  not  ])Ossibly  have  occurred  to  you,  and  my  wishiug  to 
make  some  advantage  of  it  to  myself  by  asking  the  favor  of  your  cor- 
resi)ondence,  and  that  you  will  impart  to  me  the  advices  you  may 
receive  through  it. 

We  have  nothing  new  here  at  present  but  what  you  have  had  before. 
Pray  what  think  you  of  peace  ?  It  seems  to  be  the  will  of  Heaven  that 
the  English  should  have  success  enough  to  lead  them  on  to  final  de- 
struction. They  are  quite  intoxicated  with  their  late  advantages, 
although  a  poor  compensation  for  what  they  cost. 

My  respects  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  respect 
and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  James  'Warren.'' 

Paiuh,  February  23,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  French  court  seems  to  be  now  every  day  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  good  policy,  aud  indeed  the  necessity,  of  prose- 
cuting the  war  with  vigor  in  the  American  seas.  They  have  been  aud 
are  making  great  preparations  accordingly,  and  are  determined  to  main- 
tain a  clear  superiority. 

M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet  has  with  him  the  Ilannibal,  the  Magnifique, 
the  Biademe,  the  Dauphin  Royal,  the  Artisane,  the  Rcflechi,  and  the 
Vengeur,  aud  if  M.  de  Grace  has  joined  him  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
the  Eobuste,  the  Fendant,  and  the  Sphinx ;  in  all  ten  ships  of  the  line. 

*  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  641. 
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M.  de  Guiclieii  has  gone  to  joiu  biiu  with  the  Gouronne,  eiglity  guns; 
the  Triumphant^  eighty ;  the  Palmier^  the  Vicfoire,  the  Destin,  the  Con- 
qucranf,  the  Cifoyen,  the  Intrqyide,  the  Hcrcule,  and  the  Soiivera in,  all  of 
seventy -four;  the  Jason,  the  Actionnaire,  the  Ca/o«,  the  Jnlien,  the 
Solitaire,  the  /S'^.  Michael,  and  the  Triton,  all  of  sixty-four;  the  frigates 
the  Medea,  Cotira(jeuse,  GentiUe,  and  the  Churmante,  all  of  thirty-two. 
He  had  above  a  hundred  sail  of  vessels  under  his  convoy,  and  the  regi- 
ments of  Touraiue  and  Eughien,  of  more  than  thirteen  hundred  men 
each,  aud  the  second  battalions  of  lioyal  Corntois  aud  of  Walsh,  of 
seven  hundred  men  each,  making  in  the  whole  more  than  four  thousand 
troops.     Besides  these,  tliere  are  seven  more  preparing  at  Brest  to  sail. 

M.  Gerard,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Carmichael  are  arrived  at  Cadiz  in  a 
French  frigate,  the  Confederacy  haviug  been  dismasted  and  driven  to 
Martinique.  The  Alliance  carries  this,  with  Mr.  Lee  aud  Mr.  Izard, 
who  will  no  doubt  be  treated  with  all  respect  at  Boston. 

Notwithstanding  the  commotions  in  England  and  Ireland,  the  suc- 
cess of  Provost  at  Savannah,  and  of  Rodney  off"  Gibraltar,  and  even 
the  silly  story  of  Omoa  in  South  America,  is  enough  to  embolden  the 
ministry  to  go  on  with  a  debtof  twohundred  millions  already  contracted, 
to  borrow  twelve  or  lourteen  millions  a  year,  in  the  beginning  of  a  war 
with  France  and  Spain,  each  having  a  greater  navy  than  they  ever  had, 
each  discovering  a  greater  iighting  spirit  than  they  ever  did  before, 
and  obliging  the  English  to  purchase  every  advantage  at  a  dear  rate. 
The  premiums  and  bounties  that  they  are  obliged  to  give  to  raise  men 
both  for  the  service  by  sea  and  land,  and  the  interest  of  money  they 
boirow,  are  greater  than  were  ever  given  in  ixuy  former  wars,  even  in 
the  last  year  of  the  last  war.  This  can  not  always  last,  nor  intleed 
long.     Yet  I  do  not  expect  to  see  peace  very  soon. 

Pray  write  me  as  often  as  possible,  and  send  the  newspapers  to  me. 
Your  friend  aud  servant, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Samuel  Adams.* 

Paris,  February  23,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  You  will  see  by  the  public  papers  that  your  committee  of 
correspondence  is  making  greater  progress  in  the  world  and  doing 
greater  things  in  the  political  world  than  the  electrical  rod  ever  did  in 
the  physical.  Ireland  aud  England  have  adopted  it,  but,  mean  plagi- 
aries as  they  are,  they  do  not  acknowledge  who  was  the  inventor  of  it. 
Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Izard  will  go  with  this  letter  in  the  Alliance,  and  prob- 
ably go  to  Boston.  They  will  be  able  to  inform  you  of  everything  of  a 
public  nature  much  better  than  I  can  do,  as  I  have  scarcely  had  oppor- 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip,  Rev.  Corr.,  640. 
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tunity  to  look  about  me  as  yet.     Tbey  will  give  you  few  Lopes  of  peace, 
at  least  very  speedily. 

Tbe  associations  of  couuties  aud  committees  of  correspondence  in 
England  are  very  ominous  to  our  old  acquaintances  the  refugees,  as 
tbey  attack  unmerited  pensions  in  tbe  first  place.  But  tbey  must  do 
greater  tbings  tban  distressing  tbese  gentry;  tbey  must  necessarily 
l>roduce  great  commotions  in  tbe  nation.  Tbe  speeches  at  tbese  meet- 
ings go  great  lengths,  some  of  them  openly  justifying  and  applauding 
tbe  Americans,  and  others  even  applauding  France  and  Spain  for  step- 
ping in  to  our  assistance.  Tbe  court  here  seems  determined  more  than 
ever  to  pursue  tbe  war  witb  vigor,  especially  by  sea,  and  above  all  in 
tbe  American  seas.  They  have  already  sent  seventeen  ships  of  tbe  line, 
under  M.  de  Guichen  to  reenforce  M.  de  la  Motte  Tiquet,  and  seven 
others  are  preparing  at  Brest.  They  are  sending  out  clothing  and  arms 
for  fifteen  tbousand  men  for  our  army,  and  seem  confident  that  tbe 
next  campaign  will  be  better  than  the  last.  I  hope  the  spirit  of  priva- 
teering among  us  will  increase,  because  I  think  this  is  tbe  way  iu 
which  we  can  do  the  most  service  to  tbe  common  cause.  I  hope  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  of  what  passes,  particularly  what  prog- 
ress the  convention  makes  iu  tbe  constitution.*  I  assure  you  it  is 
more  comfortable  making  constitutions  iu  tbe  dead  of  winter  at  Cam- 
bridge or  Boston  than  sailing  iu  a  leaky  ship  or  climbing  on  foot  or 
upon  mules  over  the  mountains  of  Galicia  and  the  Pyrenees. 
Believe  me  your  friend  and  servant, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.t 

Paris,  February  23,  1780. 
Sir  :  Having  been  informed  this  morning  by  the  Marquis  de  La  Fay- 
ette of  another  opportunity  for  America,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to 
Congress  triplicates  of  former  letters  and  copies  of  some  other  letters 
whicb  I  have  written  aud  received  lately.  I  have  also  packed  up  all  tbe 
newspapers  iiud  political  pamphlets  I  can  obtain.  TheMercure  deFrance 
is  a  weekly  publication  of  very  ancient  origin,  and  is  become  lately  very 
interesting  to  America,  because  those  political  intelligences  an<l  specu- 
lations which  were  formerly  published  in  another  pamphlet,  under  the 
title  of  Affaires  de  I'Angleterre  et  de  l'Ameri<iue  are  now  published  in 
this,  the  other  having  been  dropped.  The  Courrier  de  PEurope  has 
the  most  extensive  circulation  of  any  gazette,  althougb  supposed  to  be 
rather  too  much  under  tbe  influence  of  the  Britisb  ministry  sometimes; 
the  Gazette  de  France  is  published  by  authority  here  and  has  a  great 

•  C^oaveutiou  of  Massachusetts,  of  which  Mr.  Adarua  had  been  chosen  a  member  soon 
after  his  return  from  France, 
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reputation  for  integrity;  in  the  Gazette  de  la  Hague  the  English  find 
means  to  publish  many  false  reports.  These  papers  and  pamphlets,  to- 
gether with  one  or  two  English  papers,  for  which  I  shall  subscribe  as 
soon  as  possible,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress 
constantly  as  they  come  out.  From  these  Congress  will  be  able  to  col 
lect  from  time  to  time  all  the  public  news  of  Europe. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Genet.* 

Paris,  February  24,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  the  201  h  of  this  month. 

I  was  cautious  of  troubling  the  minister  with  an  ai)plication  directly 
to  him  upon  a  subject  like  that  of  my  letter  to  you,  but  1  thank  you  for 
the  trouble^ou  have  taken  in  hiying  it  before  him.  The  kind  exi>res- 
sijns  of  his  excellency's  conhileuce  and  liis  readiness  to  receive  any 
applications  directly  from  me  do  me  great  honor,  and  I  shall  not  fail  of 
paying  my  respet;ts  to  him  ui)on  proper  occasions.  I  am  happy  to  have 
his  excellency's  authority  to  counteract  the  delusive  artifices  of  our 
euemies,  and  he  may  be  eciually  assured  that  the  reports  of  advances 
made  by  the  Americans  towards  an  arrangement  with  the  Englisli  are 
equr.Uy  groundless.  I  hope  to  have  soon  the  honor  of  paying  my  re- 
spects to  you  at  Versailles. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Florida  Blaiica  to  Jay.t 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Pardo,  February  24,  1780. 
Sir:  Having  received  by  the  hands  of  Don  Joseph  de  Galvez  the 
letter  which  your  excellency  sent  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  having  com- 
municated the  contents  to  his  majesty,  I  have  it  in  command  to  inform 
you  that  his  majesty  highly  approves  the  choice  which  the  American 
Congress  have  made  of  you  to  the  trust  mentioned  in  your  letter,  as 
well  on  account  of  the  high  estimation  in  which  his  majesty  holds  the 
members  who  made  the  choice,  as  the  information  he  has  received  of 
your  probity,  talents,  and  abilities.  His  majesty  also  received  with 
pleasure  the  information  of  the  desire  which  the  Colonies  have  to  form 
a  connection  with  Spain,  of  whose  good  disposition  they  have  already 

*7  J.  Adams'  Works,  121). 
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received  strong  proofs.  Nevertheless,  liis  inajesty  thinks  it  necessary, 
in  the  first  phice,  that  the  manner,  tlie  forms,  and  the  mutual  corre- 
spondence should  be  settled  upon  which  that  union  must  be  founded 
which  the  United  iStates  of  America  desire  to  establish  with  this  mon- 
archy. For  this  purpose  there  is  no  obstacle  to  your  excellency's  com- 
ing to  this  court  in  order  to  explain  your  intentions  and  those  of  the 
Congress  and  to  hear  those  of  his  majesty,  and  by  that  means  settling 
a  basis  upon  which  a  perfect  friendship  may  be  established,  and  also 
its  extent  and  consequences. 

His  majesty  thinks  that  until  these  points  are  settled,  as  he  hopes 
they  will  be,  it  is  not  proper  for  your  excellency  to  assume  a  formal 
character,  which  must  depend  on  a  public  acknowledgment  and  future 
treaty.  But  your  excellency  may  be  assured  of  the  sincerity  and  good 
dispositions  of  his  majesty  towards  the  United  States,  and  of  his  earnest 
desire  to  remove  every  difficulty  for  the  mutual  happiness  of  them  and 
of  this  monarchy.  This  has  been  intimated  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  who 
can  communicate  the  same  to  your  excellency,  to  whom  1  beg  leave  to 
make  a  tender  of  my  service,  being,  etc., 

Count  de  Florida  Blanoa. 


H.  Laurens  to  the  Ccmmittee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Charleston,  February  24,  178(K 

Gentlemen  :  I  had  the  honor  of  intimating  on  the  14th  instant,  by  a 
public  messenger,  my  purpose  of  seeking  a  passage  to  Europe  from 
North  Carolina;  but  upon  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  four 
vessels  alluded  to  1  judged  it  best  to  embark  at  this  port.  General 
Lincoln  has  hired  a  swift-sailing  brigantine,  the  Adriana,  Josiah  Hill, 
master,  to  conduct  me  to  Martinique;  and  the  Government  has  relaxed 
the  embargo  i  the  vessel  and  such  cargo  as  she  will  be  laden  with, 
which  will  be  no  more  than  sufficient  to  ballast  her.  By  agreement, 
this  vessel  should  have  sailed  on  the  20th  instant,  but  bad  weather  and 
distracted  times  have  been  impediments.  She  will  be  ready  for  sea  to- 
morrow. Nothing  that  I  foresee  will  then  detain  her,  unless  the  wind 
shall  be  unfavorable. 

The  general  has  contracted  to  insure  the  value  of  the  vessel,  with  the 
condition  of  shipping  such  quantity  of  goods  on  Continental  account  as 
I  should  judge  proi)er,  freight  free;  but  I  must  pay  for  the  use  of  the 
cabin,  this  being  the  perquisite  of  the  master;  and  although  it  is  small 
and  very  inconvenient,  I  suppose  it  will  cost  me  forty  or  fifty  guineas. 
I  can  not  yet  bring  Captain  Hill  to  be  explicit  in  his  demand,  but  it 
shall  be  ascertained  before  I  embark.  Considering  that  the  circuitous 
voyages  which  I  must  make  will  be  attended  with  great  expense;  that 
Congress  would  have  furnished  me  with  means  for  defraying  my  ex- 
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penses  had  it  been  in  tlieir  power;  tbat  tbey  Lad  in  contemplation  wlieu 
I  left  Pliiladelpliia  to  raise  a  fund  abroad  by  tbe  exportation  of  indigo; 
that  1  had  an  opportunity  of  shipping  that  and  other  articles  free  from 
freight,  and  at  very  moderate  prices  compared  with  those  of  the  staples 
of  other  States,  I  presumed  that  it  would  be  pleasing  to  Congress  that 
I  should  make  such  an  export  on  account  of  the  United  States  as  will 
appear  in  the  enclosed  invoice  and  bill  of  lading.  The  indigo  alone  will 
probably  yield  upwards  of  £3,200  sterling  at  some  market  in  Europe. 
The  whole  .shall  be  faithfully  accounted  for,  and  I  trust  that  Congress 
will  enter  into  a  resolution  for  indemnifying  me,  and  order  the  amount 
of  the  invoice  to  be  placed  to  my  credit.  If  it  please  God  to  conduct 
me  in  safety,  a  part  of  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  goods 
may  be  very  acceptable  to  iAIr.  Jay,  or  other  gentlemen  in  the  service 
of  these  States  abroad. 

The  vessel  in  which  I  am  to  embark  is  esteemed  so  good  in  this  town 
as  to  induce  underwriters,  notwithstanding  she  is  to  sail  in  the  face  of 
British  men-of-war,  to  insure  on  her  at  25  per  cent.  Coming  into  this 
port  she  was  pursued  by  those  very  men-of-war  and  their  tender,  but 
escaped  them ;  she  is  now  clean  and  barely  in  ballast  for  sailing,  and 
will  go  out  in  an  evening.  My  long  delay  is  a  subject  of  grief  to  me, 
but  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  recollect  that  I  made  my  coming  to 
Charleston,  in  order  to  present  myself  at  the  tribunal  of  my  country, 
the  sine  qua  non  of  my  acceptance  of  a  new  mission.  The  first  oppor- 
tunity that  ottered  for  Eurt^pe  was  the  Cliimere,  Commodore  Durumaiu. 
I  have  already  informed  you  of  the  causes  of  my  disappointment.  I 
had  not  thought  it  i)ossible  that  the  commodore  would  have  indu(!ed  a 
junction  of  two  Continental  frigates  with  his  little  squadron  of  three 
ships,  under  an  excellent  plan  for  a  ten  days'  cruise,  unless  he  had  been 
fully  determined  to  perform  his  part  in  the  execution.  A  contrary  pro- 
ceeding exposed  those  frigates  to  imminent  danger,  whic'  they  narrowly 
escaped.  What  has  happened  since  the  commodore's  departure,  re- 
specting njy  inteiuled  embarkation,  Congress  have  been  informed  of. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Henry  Laurens. 


Lovell  to  Franklin.* 

Philadelphia,  February  24,  1780. 
Sir:  I  forward  the  gazettes  to  Boston  for  you  as  usual,  without 
knowing  when  they  will  find  a  i)assage  from  thence.  Your  letter  of 
September  the  30th,  and  one  from  Dr.  [Arthur]  Lee  of  December  the 
8th,  came  to  hand  two  days  ago,  your  prior  being  May  the  26th,  re- 
ceived August  the  17th.  I  hope  you  have  got  newspapers  from  me 
often,  though  I  have  written  few  letters.  The  commercial  committee  is 
impressed  with  your  sentiments  respecting  drafts.    They  are  a  mere 
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name  at  presont.  I  liopo  that  branch  will,  for  a  time,  be  condncted  by 
the  admiralty  board,  till  a  new  arrangement  can  be  formed,  to  be  exe- 
cuted by  persons  not  members  of  Congress.  We  are  about  calling  on 
the  States  according  to  their  staples,  so  that  the  prospect  of  suitable 
remittances  is  enlarged.  This  plan  is  consequent  ujiou  a  resolve  of 
December  the  14th. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 

P.  S. — The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  expressed  to  me  anxiety  because 
we  do  not  correspond  in  cipher.  I  early  communicated  to  you  from 
Baltimore  a  very  good  one,  though  a  little  tedious,  like  that  of  M. 
Dumas.    I  enclose  you  a  sample  at  this  time. 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Translation.] 

Versailles,  February  24,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  the  19th  of  this  month.  Your  full  powers,  of  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  send  me  a  copy,  are  perfectly  conformable  to  what  M. 
Gerard  has  written  to  me  about  them,  and  they  leave  us  nothing  to 
wish  for  as  to  the  forui  or  matter.  I  think  there  will  be  no  inconven- 
iency  in  informing  the  public  of  the  principal  object  of  your  mission — I 
mean  the  future  pacification.!  It  will  be  announced  in  the  gazette  of 
France,  when  it  will  mention  your  presentation  to  the  king  and  royal 
family,  and  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  give  your  eventual  character  a 
greater  publicity  by  having  it  published  in  the  Dutch  papers.  I  could 
only  wish  that  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  communicate  the  article  to 
me  before  you  transmit  it.  With  regard  to  the  full  powers  which  au- 
thorize you  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  court  of  London, 
I  think  it  will  be  prudent  not  to  communicate  them  to  anybody  what- 
ever, and  to  take  every  necessary  precaution  that  the  British  ministry 
may  not  have  a  premature  knowledge  of  them.  You  will  no  doubt 
easily  feel  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  advise  you  to  take  this  pre- 
caution, and  it  would  be  needless  to  explain  them. 

With  regard  to  your  instructions,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  have 
for  their  certain  and  invariable  basis  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
the  king  and  the  United  States.  M.  Gerard  has  assured  the  king  of  it 
in  the  most  positiv^e  manner,  and  his  majesty  does  more  justice  to  the 
uprightness  of  Congress  and  to  the  stability  of  the  sentiments  which 
they  have  hitherto  manifested  than  to  have  ever  entertained  or  to  en- 
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tertaiu  the  least  doubt  on  this  subject.  This  way  of  tliiukiug  will  oou- 
viuce  you,  sir,  tbat  we  have  no  need  of  seeing  your  instructions  to 
appreciate  properly  the  principles  and  dispositions  of  Congress  towards 
Great  liritain. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Fehmary  25,  1780. 

Sir:  Since  my  letter  of  the  20th  I  have  received  another  letter  from 
his  excellency  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  dated  the  24th  of  February, 
Avhich  I  answered  this  day.     Copies  of  both  letters  are  enclosed. 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  enclose  a  gazette,  and  an  application  from 
Mr.  Comyn,  of  Marseilles,  to  be  a  consul  for  the  ports  of  Provence  and 
Languedoc.  I  know  nothing  of  this  gentleman  but  what  he  says  of 
himself. 

By  the  enclosed  gazette,  as  well  as  by  many  others,  Congress  will  see 
of  what  wonderful  efficacy  in  ])ulling  down  tyranny  a  committee  of  cor- 
respondence is  likely  to  be.  Ireland  has  done  great  things  by  means 
of  it;  England  is  attempting  great  things  with  it — after  the  example  of 
the  Americans,  who  invented  it  and  first  taught  its  use;  yet  all  does 
not  seem  to  produce  the  proper  gratitude  on  the  minds  of  the  English 
towards  their  benefactors.  However,  the  glory  of  the  invention  is  as 
certainly  ours  as  that  of  electrical  rods,  Hadley's  quadrant,  or  iuuocu- 
lation  for  the  smallpox. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes. t 

Paris,  February  25,  1780. 

Sir:  I  had  last  evening  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  and  shall  conform  myself  to  your  advice. 

I  shall  esteem  myself  highly  honored  by  a  presentation  to  the  king 
and  royal  family,  and  shall  wait  your  excellency's  directions  concerning 
the  time  of  it,  and  shall  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  make  any  publi- 
cation of  my  powers  to  treat  of  peace  until  it  shall  ha\^e  been  announced 
in  the  gazette.  After  which  I  shall  transmit  to  your  excellency  any 
paragraph  which  may  be  thought  proper  to  publish  in  the  gazettes  of 
HoUaiul,  and  take  your  advice  upon  it  before  it  is  sent.     My  other 
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powers  sliall  be  concealed,  according  to  your  advice,  and  I  shall  have 
the  honor  to  pay  my  respects  to  your  excellency  very  soon  at  Ver- 
sailles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  Carmichael.* 

Cadiz,  February  25, 1780. 

Bear.  Sib  :  Your  favor  of  the  15th  instant  was  d3livered  to  me  last 
evening.  1  congratul.ite  you  on  your  safe  arrival,  and  hope  the  agree- 
able circumstances  of  your  present  situation  will  compensate  for  the 
fatigue  and  trouble  you  exijerienced  on  the  way  to  it. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  the  French  ambassador  has  been  so 
obliging,  and  I  am  glad  to  find  from  your  letter  that  ;\our  attentiouis 
to  him  at  least  lieep  pace  with  his  civilities,  especiiilly  as  you  are  no 
stranger  to  the  distinction  between  tbe  candor  and  politeness  of  a  gen- 
tleman and  that  unbounded  confidence  which  is  seldom  necessary. 

The  intelligence  you  received  from  him  is  so  agreeable  and  so  inter- 
esting, tbat  although  the  nature  of  it  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  of 
tins  having  been  signitied  by  the  court  of  France  to  Congress,  either 
through  Dr.  Franklin  or  the  Count  de  la  Luzerne,  yet  as  unexpected 
accidents  may  have  retarded  its  arrival,  I  shall  also  transmit  it  by  a  ves- 
sel which  will  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Boston. 

I  regret  your  not  having  been  more  particular  on  the  subject  of  the 
mistake  you  have  been  led  to  suppose  in  tbe  direction  of  my  letter,  as 
I  wisb  to  have  the  means  of  determining  whether  it  was  from  decisive 
authority  tbat  M.  Gerard,  whose  opinion  I  requested  on  that  subject 
without  hesitation,  told  me  that  M.  Galvez  was  the  minister  with  whom 
all  business  with  the  United  States  was  to  be  transacted,  and  urged 
several  reasons  for  his  being  of  that  opinion.  From  tbat  gentleman's 
knowledge  of  the  courts  of  Europe  and  the  departments  established 
for  the  dispatch  of  business  in  each,  particularly  with  tbat  of  Madrid, 
with  which  his  court  has  been  so  long  and  so  intimately  acquainted,  I 
was  induced  to  desire  and  confide  in  his  information  on  that  point. 
Very  c  inclusive  reasons,  therelore,  are  necessary  to  induce  a  belief  of 
his  having  been  mistaken.  But  as  it  is  of  importance  that  all  errors 
of  this  kind  be  known,  and  if  ])ossible  corrected,  I  must  request  your 
attention  to  this  matter  in  your  next. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  from  your  letter  whether  or  not  you  have 
sent  my  dispatches  to  M.  Galvez,  From  your  not  having  seen  that 
gentleman,  nor  expecting  to  be  introduced  to  him  till  the  17th  instant, 
1  conjecture  that  my  letter  did  not  reach  him  till  that  day;  if  so,  1  fear 
the  delay  will  appear  as  singular  to  him  as  I  confess  it  does  to  me.    It 
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does  the  more  so  to  me,  as  my  letter  would  have  introduced  you,  ami 
as  you  were  ai)i>rised  ot  my  appreheusiou  that  pains  would  be  taken  to 
delay  my  receiving  a  decided  answer  as  to  my  reception  until  the  sen- 
timents of  rrance  should  be  known.  Perhaps  the  advice  you  received, 
as  to  the  time  and  manner  most  proper  for  the  delivery  of  it,  was  a 
little  inlluenced  by  a  desire  of  gaining  time.  I  wished  to  have  felt  the 
pulse  of  Spain,  and,  by  their  conduct  on  this  occasion,  to  have  been 
enabled  to  determine  whether  their  councils,  Avith  respect  to  the  United 
States,  are  in  any,  and  in  what,  degree  independent  of  those  of  France, 
or  whether  directed  by  them.  This  would  have  been  Aery  useful  in  the 
further  progress  of  the  business,  and  might  have  been  easily  obtained, 
had  my  letter  been  delivered  immediately  on  your  arrival,  because  in 
that  case,  before  the  sentiments  of  the  French  court  could  have  been 
asked  and  received,  sufficient  time  would  have  elapsed  to  justify  your 
ai)plying  to  ^f.  Galvez  for  an  answer;  and  whatever  that  might  have 
been,  certain  inferences  would  have  been  deducible  from  it.  For  these 
reasons,  and  not  from  an  expectation  of  opi)<>sition  from  France,  1 
regret  this  delay.  But  as  my  conje<5tures  may  prove  groundless,  and  if 
just,  you  may  have  very  cogent  reasons,  I  forbear  further  remarks  till 
I  shall  again  have  the  pleasure  of  liearing  from  you. 

Are  you  sure  that  the  iiitelligeni-e  your  heard  respecting  M.  Mirales 
is  certain?  1  am  sorry  by  this  question  to  lengthen  your  next  letter, 
especially  as  writing  in  cipher  is  tedious  and  disagreeable.  J3ut  that 
intelligence  is  important;  if  credited,  it  may  have  an  iutluenceon  Ameri- 
('nu  measures  which,  if  it  should  be  gixumdless,  might  be  injurious. 
The  transmission  of  inforujation  to  Congress,  by  which  their  councils 
and  determinations  may  be  affected,  is  a  very  delicate  business,  and 
demands  the  greatest  care  and  precision.  It  is  not  uncommon,  you  know, 
for  one  gentleman  to  think  a  matter  certain  which  another  of  no  greater 
discernment,  and  judging  by  the  same  evidence,  will  deem  somewhat 
doubtful.  I  would  clvoose  therefore,  with  respect  to  all  interesting 
intelligence,  and  particularly  such  as  T  may  tiansmit  to  Congress, 
to  possess,  as  far  as  possible,  every  circumstance  necessary  to  form 
a  judgment  of  its  credibility,  such  as  the  rank  and  character  of  the 
infornmnts  and  the  means  they  have  of  acquiring  the  information 
they  give,  that  I  may  represent  it  as  entitled  to  that  degree  of  credit 
only  which,  on  full  consideration,  it  may  appear  to  deserve.  I  observe 
this  less  with  reference  to  the  case  in  question  than  as  a  general  rule. 
Besides,  as  we  correspond  in  cipher,  no  danger  can  result  from  being 
explicit. 

I  am  well  satisfied  that  the  short  time  you  had  beeu  at  Madrid  did 
not  admit  of  your  writing  on  the  several  subjects  contained  in  your 
instructions,  on  allot  which,  if  allowed  sufficient  time,  I  am  persuaded 
you  will  be  able  to  obtain  important  information.  However,  as  the 
object  of  your  going  to  Madrid  was  to  prevent  delays  in  my  receiving 
an  answer  to  the  letter  to  M.  Galvez,  the  other  instructions,  however 
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imi)ortaiit,  are  to  bo  considered  as  secondary,  and  though  I  wish  that 
great  and  constant  attention  may  be  paid  them,  yet  by  no  means  to  the 
neglect  or  prejudice  of  the  first, 

1  am  much  obliged  to  you  lor  the  American  paper  enclosed  in  your 
letter.  Everything  from  our  country  is  interesting.  If  you  should 
find  any  more  of  them,  whose  contents  aftord  either  information  or  en- 
tertainment, send  them,  and  you  shall  receive  from  me  all  I  may  meet 
with  here  which  come  under  that  description. 

Tiie  letter  you  gave  me  leason  to  expect  from  M.  (jerard  has  not  yet 
arrived  ;  perhaps  the  next  post  will  bring  it.  On  the  first  occasion  1 
liave  of  writing  to  him  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  the  sense 
you  have  of  his  ])ersonal  kindness  and  attention  to  you. 

The  i)olite  offers  of  the  French  ambassador  to  be  useful  to  me  in  all 
things  that  depend  on  him  at  Madrid,  as  well  as  his  civilities  to  you, 
demand  my  acknowledgments,  which  I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to 
present  to  him. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  etc., 

John  Jay, 


Franklin  to  Hodgson.* 

Passy,  February  2(5,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  lltli  instant.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  your  immediate  application  to  the  board  of  sick  and  hurt  .after 
the  receipt  of  mine  of  January  20,  and  very  glad  to  hear  that  another  cartel 
is  soon  to  sail  from  IMymouth  with  one  hundred  Americans.  The  Eng- 
lish prisoners  to  exchange  for  them  will  be  ready  at  Morlaix,  and  I  am 
authorized  to  repeat  what  1  mentioned  in  my  last,  that  if  the  whole 
number  of  American  prisoners  in  England  are  sent  over  without  further 
delay  an  equal  number  of  English  prisoners  here,  whether  taken  by 
the  Americans  or  by  the  French,  will  be  immediately  returned  for  them. 
It  is  in  confidence  of  this  that  I  lately  ordered  away  in  the  Happy 
Return  cartel.  Captain  Webb,  those  prisoners  I  had  at  L'Orient.  As  a 
l^roof,  I  send  you  enclosed  the  letters  from  our  agent  in  that  port.  As 
he  mentions  clothing  the  prisoners,  1  enclose  also  copy  of  an  account 
lately  received  from  the  same  agent  for  clothing  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen English  prisoners  last  April;  not  that  I  expect  anything  from 
your  government  on  that  account  towards  clothing  such  of  our  people 
with  you  as  may  be  in  want  of  it.  The  refusal  of  compliance  with  the 
paroles  of  prisoners  set  at  liberty  have  taught  me  to  flatter  myself  no 
more  with  expectations  that  a  thing  may  be  done  because  it  is  humane, 
or  equitable  and  reasonable  that  it  should  be  done.  I  only  desire  it 
may  be  considered  as  a  small  but  grateful  acknowledgment,  all  hitherto 
in  my  power,  for  the  kindness  shown  by  your  charitable  subscriptions 
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to  our  poor  people.  It  may  perhaps  be  some  satisfaction  to  those  sub- 
scribers to  know  that,  while  they  thought  only  of  relieving  Americans, 
they  were  at  the  same  time  occasioning  some  relief  to  distressed  Eng- 
lishmen. With  this  I  send  you  an  £100  bill,  to  enable  you  to  furnish 
such  as  are  in  want  of  absolute  necessaries  in  the  two  prisons  of  Ports- 
mouth and  Plymouth.  I  suppose  that  good  Mr.  Wren  will  administer 
for  you  to  those  at  Portsmouth.  I  do  not  know  who  has  heretofore 
performed  that  charitable  office  at  Plymouth.  Perhaps  you  have  some 
friend  there  who  will  <lo  it,  as  you  request. 

I  have  put  some  money  also  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Digges  for  such  pur- 
poses, and  request  you  would  consult  on  the  best  means  of  applying  the 
whole. 

Accept,  dear  sir,  my  thankful  acknowledgments  of  the  kind,  chari- 
table care  and  pains  you  have  taken  in  this  affair,  and  believe  me  ever, 
with  sincere  and  great  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 


Franklin  to  Wren." 

Passy,  Fehruarxj  20,  17S0. 

Reverend  Sir  :  Your  great  attention  to  the  wants  of  our  poor  cap- 
tive countrymen  and  your  kind  and  charitable  care  of  them  in  their 
sickness  and  other  distresses  I  have  often  heard  spoken  of  by  such  as 
have  escai)ed  and  i>assed  through  this  place  in  the  strongest  terms  of 
grateful  acknowledgment.  I  beg  you  to  accept,  among  the  rest,  my 
sincere  and  hearty  thanks,  and  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
prosj^erity. 

I  have  put  a  little  money  lately  into  the  hands  of  Mv.  Digges,  and 
now  some  into  those  of  Mr.  Hodgson,  for  the  relief  of  the  most  pressing 
necessities  of  the  remaining  prisoners.  Those  gentlemen  will,  I  sup- 
pose, request  your  assistance  in  the  disposition  of  it.  I  should  have 
done  it  when  1  heard  the  subscription  was  near  exhausted,  if  I  had  not 
been  flattered  with  the  hope  that  they  would  sooner  have  been  ex- 
changed, first,  on  account  of  the  solemn  paroles  in  writing  given  by 
numbers  of  Englishmen  taken  by  our  vessels  and  set  at  liberty,  and 
then  against  those  carried  into  Holland;  but  the  paroles,  after  long  in- 
decision, I  am  lately  told,  are  rejected,  and  the  exchange  I  proposed  in 
Holland  was  refused  at  first  on  the  expectation  of  retaking  them  in 
their  way  to  France,  and  though  afterwards  agreed  to.  it  was  through 
another  channel  and  for  other  prisoners.  These  delays  have  not  been 
owing  to  an^'  neglect  of  mine,  as  the  prisoners  of  Fortou,  in  a  letter  to 
me  of  the  3(1  instant,  inform  me  they  are  frequently  assured.  On  in- 
quiring, I  did  not  find  that  we  had  actually  hero  a  sufficient  number  of 
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En?:lisli  to  answer  anotlier  cartel,  unless  the  British  Government  would 
have  allowed  the  paroles.  I  kept  the  Alliance  in  Europe,  and  joined  her 
to  tbe  little  squadron  under  Captain  Jones,  principally  in  hope  of  obtain- 
ing more  prisoners  to  comijlete  the  exchange,  and  I  can  now  inform  our 
I)eople  that  this  latter  view  wiU  be  accomplished,  tlie  minister  of  the 
marine  here  Laving  given  me  assurances  that  the  cartels  bringing  over 
Ameri<;ans  shall  immediately  have  the  same  number  of  English  in  ex- 
change to  the  amount  of  five  hundred,  Wehave  also  two  or  three  priva- 
teers out  who  have  already  bronght  in  near  one  hundred,  and  are  daily 
making  more  prisoners,  sotliat  T  hope  their  confinement  of  on  r  people  now 
nearly  at  an  end.  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  them  at  liberty  in  France,  and 
will  assist  them  what  I  can  in  returning  to  their  native  country.  I  have 
some  reason  to  think  that  the  delays  were  rather  occasioned  by  the  weak- 
ness or  impatience  of  those  i)risoners  who  basely  deserted  the  cause  of 
their  <^onnti\y  and  entere<l  with  its  enemies.  This  naturally  gavehoi>es 
that  more  might  do  the  same,  and  the  longer  the  confinement  the 
greater  would  be  the  defection  probably,  and  thence  the  determina- 
tion relating  to  the  paroles  was  kept  back,  and  I  had  no  positive 
answer  till  within  these  two  weeks. 

The  prisoners,  not  having  signed  their  above-mentiontMl  letter  with 
any  names,  but  requesting  me  to  answer  it  in  a  letter  to  yon,  occasions 
my  desiring  that  you  wonld  be  so  good  as  to  communicate  to  them  the 
contents  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  jndge  best. 

With  very  great  esteem  and  respe(;t,  which  1  shall  rejoice  in  an  op- 
portunity of  demonstrating,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  reverend  sir,  your 
most  obedient  and  most  humhle  servant, 

B.  F. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  February  27,  1780. 

Sir:  There  are  so  many  gentlemen  of  rank  going  out  to  America, 
that  there  can  be  no  doubt  Congress  will  be  fully  informed  of  the  state 
of  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Izard,  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  Mr.  Wharton,  and 
many  others  are  going  by  different  vessels.  Besides  these.  Monsieur 
de  l'p]tombe,  who  is  appointed  consul-general  of  France  for  the  north- 
ern district  of  America,  as  M.  Holker  for  the  middle  (I  have  not  yet 
learned  who  for  the  southern),  will  go  soon. 

There  is  an  armament  jjreparing  with  the  greatest  expedition  at  Brest, 
W'hich  is  to  be  commanded  by  M.  de  Ternay,  and  to  consist  of  eight  or 
ten  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates — six  of  the  line  and  several  frigates 
as  it  is  said  (perhaps  it  is  not  yet  certain  nor  determined  exactly  how 
many  of  either) — with  several  thousand  men ;  all  numbers  are  men- 
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tioned  from  six  to  ten  thousand  men,  under  the  general  officers  De 
Eocham beau  and  Jaucort.  Whether  this  force  is  destined  to  the  Con- 
tinent or  West  Indies  time  will  discover;  at  present  it  ought  not  to  be 
known.  On  the  other  hand,  I  see  by  a  paragraph  in  a  London  ])aper 
of  the  IGth  of  this  month  tliat  the  Thunderer,  Torbay,  liamUlies,  Royal 
Oak,  Triumph,  and  Eymvnt  are  ordered  for  the  West  Indies,  under 
Captain  Walsingham  ;  the  ISoiitluiiiiptoH,  ISf.  Albans,  and  WincJichea, 
which  were  talked  of  to  go  with  him,  are  found  unfit  for  service,  and 
in  so  bad  a  condition  as  to  be  ordered  to  be  paid  oft".  Thus  the  French 
are  likely  to  be  drawn  into  the  American  seas  in  sufficient  force,  where 
they  have  great  advantages  in  carrying  on  the  war.  It  is  much  to 
be  wished  that  the  Spaniards  could  be  drawn  into  the  same  field  of 
battle,  for  Gibraltar  must  be  taken  in  America,  if  ever. 

There  are  some  persons,  however,  who  think  that  the  English  will 
avenge  the  French,  the  Spaniards,  and  above  all  the  Americans,  upon 
one  another,  and  it  is  certain  that  parties  in  England  are  working  up 
to  a  crisis.  The  petitions  of  the  counties,  their  numerous  committees 
of  correspondence,  their  hints  of  associations,  have  most  certainly 
alarmed  the  king  and  his  ministers  to  so  great  a  degree,  that  for  some 
time  their  conduct  was  equivocal,  giving  hopes  at  times  to  the  people 
that  the  crown  would  favor  the  desired  reformation  in  the  expenditure 
of  money.  But  upon  the  news  of  Ilodney's  successes  they  grew 
bolder,  and  determined  to  exert  all  the  authority  of  the  crown  to  sup- 
press the  meetings  of  the  people.  Accordingly  the  cry  of  faction, 
sedition  and  rebellion  was  set  up  in  Parliament  by  the  majority,  and 
the  king  was  advised  to  dismiss  those  lieutenants  of  counties  who  had 
favored  the  meetings  of  the  people— advice  which  he  has  certainly 
taken.  This  is  a  decisive  measure.  It  will  either  discourage  and 
suppress  those  nieetiugs,  petitions,  correspondence,  and  associations 
altogether,  or  it  will  give  them  greater  force. 

By  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  ]4th  of  this  month 
one  would  think  that  the  nation  Avas  nearly  on  the  brink  of  a  civil  war. 
Yet  I  confess  I  can  not  think  that  there  are  any  characters  at  present 
in  whom  the  nation  have  sufficient  confidence  to  venture  themselves  at 
any  lengths  under  their  guidance;  and  I  believe  that  this  spirited  con- 
duct of  the  king  will  defeat  the  measures  of  the  counties,  unless,  in- 
deed, in  the  course  of  the  next  campaign,  his  arms,  especially  by  sea, 
should  meet  witli  any  signal  defeat,  which  would  perhaps  reanimate 
the  people.  But  supposing  the  people  go  on  and  succeed  so  far  as  to 
effect  a  change  in  the  ministry,  the  question  is  whether  this  would  be 
an  advantage  to  us  or  our  allies  ?  I  am  myself  very  far  from  being 
convinced  that  it  wouhl. 

There  are  none  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  people  who  avow  any 
fixed  principle  that  we  can  depend  upon;  none  that  avow  a  design  of 
acknowledging  our  independence,  or  even  of  making  peace. 

By  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Brussels  and  Holland  since 
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my  arrival  I  am  tokl  that  the  laie  desperate  step  of  the  English  in 
seizing  the  Dntch  ships  has  made  a  great  change  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  there,  and  the  government,  too,  in  our  favor — even  the  prince 
declares  he  has  been  deceived  b^'  the  English,  and  that  he  will  i)romote 
unlimited  convoys;  that  an  American  minister  is  much  wished  for, 
who,  although  he  might  not  yet  be  publicly  received,  would  be  able  to 
do  as  much  good  as  if  he  was;  that  money  might  be  borroweil  there 
by  such  a  minister  directly  sent  by  Congress,  applying  directly  to  solid 
Dutch  houses.     I  hope  every  hour  to  hear  of  Mr.  Laurens'  arrival. 

1  have  subscribed  for  the  English  i)apers,  but  have  not  yet  received 
any,  which  I  am  sorry  for,  because  I  cau  get  none  to  enclose.  As  fast 
as  they  come  to  me  I  will  send  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
another  Merturc  de  France. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Cooper.* 

Paris,  February  28,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  marquis,  your  friend. 
Your  grandson  is  well  and  very  contented.  He  has  seen  the  world  ;  to 
be  sure,  such  a  part  of  it  that  none  of  the  rest  can  ever  be  superlatively 
disagreeable  to  him  hereafter. t 

Instead  of  wishing  and  hoping  for  peace,  my  dear  countrymen  must 
qualify  themselves  for  war,  and  learn  the  value  of  liberty  by  the  dear- 
uess  of  its  purchase.  The  foundations  of  lasting  prosperity  are  laid  in 
great  military  talents  and  virtues.  Every  sigh  for  peace,  until  it  can 
be  obtained  with  honor,  is  unmanly.  If  our  enemies  can  be  obstinate 
and  desperate  in  a  wicked  and  disgraceful  cause,  surely  w'e  can  be  de- 
termined and  persevering  in  the  most  just,  the  most  honorable,  and 
the  most  glorious  cause  that  was  ever  undertaken  by  men. 
I  am,  with  great  affection,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

CADIZ,  February  29,  1780. 
Sir:  [  have  the  honor  of  transuiitting  to  your  excellency  in  the  en- 
closed papers  §  all  the  intelligence  1  have  received  from  Madrid.     Mr. 
Secretary  Thomson  will  decipher  them.     An  opinion  begins  to  i)revail 
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that  America  will  be  the  theatre  of  war  the  ensuing  campaign,  and 
that  the  islamls  there  will  be  the  principal  objects  of  contention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Pakis,  February  29,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  M.  Genet,  who  is  one 
of  the  first  secretaries  in  the  oftice  of  foreign  affairs,  aud  who  has  the 
care  of  publishing  all  things  relative  to  America,  and  has  already 
translated  the  constitutions  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  aud  South  Carolina,  requesting  me  to  assist  him 
in  procuring  those  of  Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Connecticut,  Ebode 
Island,  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  New  Hampshire. 

There  is  so  great  a  curiosity  through  all  Europe  to  see  our  new  con- 
stitutions, and  those  already  published  in  the  languages  of  Europe  have 
done  us  so  much  honor,  that  I  thought  1  should  be  excusable  iu  mak- 
ing a  direct  request  to  Congress  for  their  assistance  in  procuring  those 
which  M.  Genet  still  desires.  Those  of  lihode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
being  according  to  their  ancient  charters,  M.  Genet  has  already  ;  those 
of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  whenever  they  shall  be  formed 
and  established,  will  be  easily  obtained.  But  those  of  North  Carolina 
and  Georgia  I  could  not  obtain  when  I  was  at  Boston,  and  these  are 
therefore  the  ones  which  M.  Genet  wants  at  present,  and  which  I  have 
ventured  to  beg  the  aid  of  Congress  to  i)rocure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  gazette  of  the  day,  in  which  Congress 

will  see  the  news  from  England  and  Holland. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Jones,  t 

Passy,  3Iarch  1,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to 
me  the  25th  aud  28th  past. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that  you  cau  take  a  quantity  of  the  clothing  and 
arms,  and  that  you  cau  accommodate  the  four  geutlemeu  I  had  men- 
tioned to  you.  I  could  wish  also  that  you  would  find  room  for  Mr. 
Brown,  of  South  Carolina,  who  is  about  returning  there.  M.  de  Sartine 
desires  also  a  place  for  a  passenger  that  goes  ou  some  business  from 
him.  I  make  uo  doubt  of  your  willinguess  to  oblige  the  minister.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  have  authority  to  give  the  order  you  desire  to  Lieu- 
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tenant  Khodes,  but  if  you  and  he  agree  in  the  transposition  proposed  I 
have  no  objection  to  it. 

Oaptaiii  LuihUus  has  demanded  of  ine  an  order  to  you  to  deliver  him 
his  trunks  and  things  that  were  left  on  board  the  AUianee. 

I  find  hnn  so  exceedingly  captious  and  critical,  and  so  apt  to  construe 
as  au  intended  injustice  every  expression  in  our  language  he  does  not 
immediately  understand,  that  I  am  tired  of  writing  anytiiing  for  him 
or  about  him,  and  am  determined  to  have  nothing  further  to  do  with 
him.  1  make  no  doubt,  however,  that  you  will  deliver  his  things  to  any 
person  he  may  empower  to  receive  them,  and  therefore  think  such  an 
order  unnecessary. 

I  have  as  yet  received  no  answer  to  the  memorial  1  sent  to  the  court 
of  Denmark,  reclaiming  the  prizes  sent  into  Norway  and  delivered  up 
unjustly  by  that  court  to  the  British  consul.  I  have  not  heard  that 
they  have  yet  left  Bergen.  I  hope  we  may  yet  recover  them  or  their 
value. 

There  is  a  Mr.  JiOckyear,  who  has  served  twenty-two  years  in  the 
British  navy  as  a  master  and  having  met  with  some  injustice,  would 
go  to  America  with  hopes  of  linding  service  there.  He  wishes  to  go 
with  you,  and  if  you  can  give  him  any  employment  on  board  it  will  be 
very  agreeable  to  liim. 

Dr.  Bnucroft,  being  by  this  time  with  you,  will  take  all  the  steps  pos- 
sible to  promote  your  refitting  and  forward  the  payment  of  the  prize 
money.  I  do  not  comprehend  what  the  weight  of  metal  has  to  do  with 
the  division,  unless  where  the  shi|)S  are  fitted  out  b^^  different  owners. 

I  hope  your  indisposition  will  soon  be  over  and  your  health  re-estab- 
lished, being  with  sincere  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  etc. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  3,  1780. 

Sir:  The  news  of  the  day  is  that  Rodney  has  gone  with  his  whole 
fleet  to  the  West  Indies,  that  Du  Chatfanlt  is  to  command  ihe  French 
fleet  in  America,  and  the  Count  d'Estaing  in  the  channel;  that  a  large 
force  is  to  go  to  America,  either  to  the  islands  or  to  the  Continent,  both 
of  ships  and  trooi)s,  in  two  divisions;  that  the  lasf  letters  from  Holland 
breathe  a  s})irit  somewhat  warlike,  and  imleed  the  English  have  treated 
tiiem  with  so  much  indignity  and  contempt  as  well  as  injustice,  that 
one  would  think  it  was  not  always  to  be  borne. 

It  is  not  agreeable  to  my  principles  nor  to  my  feelings  to  injure  the 
character  even  of  a!i  enemy  at  war,  but  it  is  often  possible  to  draw  im- 
portant inferences  from  the  true  known  character  of  a  commander  of 
the  forces  of  an  enemy.     It  is  therefore  my  duty  to  mention  that  Eod- 
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ney  is  reported  to  be  a  man  of  (lissii)atioii  and  prodigality,  a  great 
spendthriftj  aud  virulent  against  us ;  that  lie  has  often  declared  that,  if 
be  bad  a  command  in  America,  bis  mode  to  humiliate  and  subdue  us 
should  bo  to  burn  every  town  and  every  bouse  that  be  could  come  at 
upon  the  seacoast. 

That  such  a  plan  of  military  execution  will  be  sooner  or  later  adopted 
by  the  court  of  Loudon  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  from  their  known 
principles,  tempers,  characters,  aiul  past  conduct,  provided  it  should 
ever  be  la  their  power  to  attempt  it  in  whole  or  in  i)art.  And  if  this  is 
the  disposition  and  system  of  their  Admiral  Rodney,  the  appointment 
of  him  raises  a  ])resumpti(»n  that  tliey  have  given  him  express  orders 
to  this  purpose  at  this  time.  An  uncommoa  coincidence  of  favorable 
circumstances  has  throwu  tlie  whole  Caracas  fleet  into  bis  bands,  and 
given  a  victory,  although  pretty  dearly  paid  for,  over  a  much  inferior 
fleetof  Spanish  men  of  war.  If  he  is,  therefore,  a  man  of  such  levity  as  is 
represented,  and  so  malicious  against  us,  and  has  such  malignant  orders 
from  bis  court,  and  goes  to  America  flushed  and  giddy  with  success, 
we  may  expect  be  will  do  mischief  if  he  can,  and  we  ought  to  be  upon 
our  guard. 

]\Iy  business  is  peace,  but  I  think  of  nothing  but  war.  While  our 
enemies  think  of  nothing  else,  we  ought  not  to  think  more  of  peace  than 
to  be  ready  to  treat  of  it,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  put  into  the  hearts  of 
our  foes  to  be  willing  for  it.  Americans  must  be  soldiers,  they  must 
war  by  sea  and  land;  they  have  no  other  security. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  gazette  of  the  day,  and  to  be  with 
much  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Cadiz,  March  3,  1780. 

Sir:  Captain  Morgan  being  still  here,  waiting  for  a  fair  wind,  I  have 
an  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency  a  copy  of  a  letter  + 
just  come  to  band  from  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  in  answer  to  mine 
to  M.  Galvez. 

Being  a])prehensive  that  if  ])resent  I  should  probably  be  amused 
with  verbal  answers  capable  of  being  explained  away  if  necessary  until 
the  two  courts  could  have  time  to  consult  and  decide  on  their  measures, 
I  thought  it  more  prudent  that  my  first  application  should  be  by  letter 
rather  than  in  person. 

The  answer  in  question,  divested  of  the  gloss  which  its  politeness 
spreads  over  it,  gives  us,  I  think,  to  understand  that  our  independence 
shall  be  acknowledged,  provided  we  accede  to  certain  terms  of  treaty, 
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but  not  otherwise;  so  that  the  acknowledgment  is  not  to  he.  made  be- 
cause we  are  independent,  which  would  be  candid  and  liberal,  but 
because  of  the  previous  considerations  we  are  to  give  for  it,  which  is 
consistent  with  the  principles  on  whicli  nations  usually  act. 

I  shall  proceed  ininiediately  to  Madrid.  There  are  many  reasons 
(hereafter  to  be  explained)  which  induce  me  to  suspect  that  France  is 
determined  to  manage  between  us  so  as  to  make  us  debtors  to  their 
inlluence  and  good  correspondence  with  Spain  for  every  concession  on 
her  part,  and  to  make  Spain  hold  herself  obligated  to  their  influence  and 
good  correspondence  with  us  for  every  concession  on  our  part.  Though 
tliis  may  puzzle  the  business,  I  think  it  also  promotes  it. 

M.  Gerard  has  often  endeavored  to  persuade  me  that  a  certain  reso- 
lution of  Congress  would,  if  persisted  in,  ruin  the  business,  which,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  appear  much  inclined  to  believe,  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  if  every  other  matter  was  adjusted  you  would  not  part  on  that 
point.  I  assured  him  that  ground  had,  in  my  opinion,  been  taken  with 
too  much  deliberation  now  to  be  quitted,  and  that  expectations  of  that 
kind  would  certainly  deceive  those  who  trusted  them.  And  indeed,  as 
affairs  are  now  circumstanced,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  better  for 
America  to  have  no  treaty  with  Spain  than  to  purchase  one  on  such 
servile  terms.  There  was  a  time  when  it  might  have  been  proper  to 
have  given  that  country  something  for  their  making  common  cause 
with  us,  but  that  day  is  now  past.     Spain  is  at  war  with  Britain. 

I  do  not  like  the  cipher  in  which  1  write,  and  shall  therefore  defer 
further  particulars  till  Mr.  Thomson  shall  receive  the  one  now  sent  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servant. 

John  Jay. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Cadiz,  March  3,  1780. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  my  promise  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Flotte,  I  must 
inform  your  excellency  that  a  Monsieur  Jean  Guy  Guatier,  merchant  at 
Barcelona,  recommended  to  the  marquis  by  Monsieur  A  ubere,  the  French 
consul  there,  is  desirous  of  becoming  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
that  port.  He  had  been  encouraged,  as  M.  Aubere  says,  to  expect  this 
appointment  by  Dr.  Franklin;  but,  as  he  supposed  my  arrival  would 
prevent  the  doctor's  interference,  it  became  necessary  to  make  the  appli- 
cation to  me.  I  told  the  marquis  that  my  commission  did  not  authorize 
me  to  comply  with  his  request,  and  that  all  I  could  do  would  be  to  men- 
tion his  friend's  application  to  Congress. 

How  far  it  may  be  proper  to  grant  appointments  of  this  sort  to  any 
but  citizens  of  America  is  a  question  whose  importance  will  not,  I  am 
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persuaded,  escape  the"  notice  of  Congress.  A  sensible,  active  consul  is 
a  very  useful  oSicer  in  many  respects,  and  has  many  opportunities  of 
doing  essential  services  to  those  who  employ  him,  or  to  whom  he  may  be 
most  attached.  It  is  most  certain  that  for  want  of  proi)er  persons 
ai)[)ointed  to  take  care  of  our  distressed  seamen,  who,  escaping  from 
captivity  at  Lisbon,  Gibraltar,  etc.,  daily  arrive  here,  America  loses 
many  of  them.  Humanity,  as  well  as  policy,  calls  for  this  provision. 
I  have  some  of  them  now  with  me,  destitute  of  bread  and  monej',  and 
almost  of  clothes,  and  of  the  means  of  getting  either,  unless  by  entering 
into  the  French  or  Spanish  service.  Such  as  may  arrive  here  after  my 
going  to  Madrid  will  be  friendless  unless  I  employ  some  person  to  take 
a  little  care  of  them,  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  doing,  being  fully 
persuaded  that  the  same  principles  which  press  me  into  that  measure 
will  induce  Congress  to  approve  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  Samuel  Adams." 

Paris,  March  4,  1780. 

Sir  :  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Izard,  who  goes  out  in  the 
Alliance  with  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Brown,  and  others.  He  will 
wait  on  you,  of  course,  and  will  be  able  to  give  you  good  information 
concerning  the  intentions  of  the  English,  and  their  military  prepara- 
tions by  sea  and  land,  and  those  of  the  French  and  Spaniards  at  the 
same  time.  He  will  also  give  his  opinion  very  freely  concerning  Ameri- 
can and  other  characters  here,  as  well  as  measures. 

In  many  things  his  opinions  may  be  just,  but  in  some,  and  those  not  a 
few,  I  am  sure  they  are  wrong.  The  great  principle  in  which  I  have  dif- 
fered from  him  is  this — in  the  mode  of  treating  with  this  court.  He  has 
been  always  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  good  policy  and  necessary  to 
hold  a  high  language  to  this  court ;  to  represent  to  them  the  danger  of 
our  being  subdued  if  they  did  not  do  this  and  the  other  thing  for  us,  in 
ordei'  to  obtain  money  and  other  aids  from  them.  He  is  contident  they 
would  not  have  dared  to  refuse  anything. 

Although  no  man  in  America  or  in  the  world  was  earlier  convinced 
than  I  was  that  it  was  the  interest  of  France  and  Si>ain  to  support  the 
independence  of  America  and  that  they  would  support  it,  and  that  no 
man  is  more  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  necessity  they  are  under  to  sup- 
port us,  yet  I  am  not,  nor  ever  was,  of  opinion  that  we  could  with 
truth  or  with  good  policy  assume  the  style  of  menace,  and  threaten 
them  with  returning  again  to  Great  Britain  and  joining  against  France 
and  Spain,  even  telling  them  that  we  should  be  subdued,  because  I 
never  believed  this  myself,  and  the  court  here  would  not  have  believed  it 
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from  us.  The  court  liave  many  ditliculties  to  manage  as  well  as  we,  and 
it  is  delicate  and  liazardous  to  push  things  in  tliis  country.  Things  are 
not  to  be  negotiated  here  as  they  are  with  the  people  of  America,  even 
with  the  tories  in  America,  or  as  with  the  people  uf  England.  There  is 
a  frankness,  however,  that  ought  to  be  used  with  the  ministry,  and  a 
candor  with  which  the  truth  may  be  and  has  been  communicated;  but 
there  is  a  harshness  that  would  not  fail  to  ruin,  in  my  opinion,  the  fair- 
est negotiation  in  this  country. 

We  are  anxious  to  hear  from  you,  having  nothing  since  the  beginning 
of  December,  and  very  little  since  we  left  you. 
Your  friend  and  servant, 

JoiiN  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  4,  1780. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  Mermrc  de  France  of  this  day, 
which  contains,  among  other  interesting  intelligence,  Admiral  Kodney's 
liarration,  after  his  good  fortune  on  the  8th  of  January  last  in  meeting 
the  Spanish  Caracas  fleet,  w^hich  sailed  from  St.  Sebastian  the  Jst  of  Jan- 
uary under  convoy  of  seven  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  Caracas 
company.  The  Gnlpuscoay  of  sixty-four  guns  and  live  hundred  and  fifty 
men;  tha  Sail  Carlos,  of  thirty-two  guns  and  two  hundred  men;  the 
Sau  Kaphacl,  of  tiiirty  guns  and  one  huiulred  and  fifty-five  men;  the 
^Santa  Theresa,  of  twenty  eight  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men: 
the  Corhelta  San  Firmin,  of  sixteen  guns  and  sixty  men.  Tliese  armed 
vessels  were  all  taken,  and  the  Giiipuscoa  was  christened  Prince  William, 
in  honor  of  his  royal  highness,  in  whose  presence  she  was  taken,  and 
given  to  one  of  the  English  captains,  as  a  better  ship  than  his  former 
one,  the  Bienfaisant. 

The  merchant  vessels  under  this  convoy  are  the  Nostra  iSenora  f(e 
rOres,  the  San  Francisco,  the  Conception,  the  San  Nicholas,  the  Jeronimo, 
the  Dlv'ma  Provldentia,  the  San  Glhilan,  the  San  Pactora,  the  San 
Lauren,  the  Belona,  and  the  Espcranza,  all  loaded  with  tiour  and  corn. 
The  Cervidacla  de  Merica,  loaded  with  provisions  for  the  navy,  tlie 
Amisted,  the  San  il/tc/t«eZ,  loaded  with  anchors  and  cables,  and  the  Bilboa, 
loaded  with  tobacco.  Those  with  provisions  for  the  navy  and  that  with 
tobacco  were  sent  to  England  under  convoy  of  the  America  and  the 
Pearl,  and  those  with  corn  and  iiour  were  carried  into  Gibraltar. 

This  fieet  seems  to  have  been  met  at  sea  by  the  admiral  by  perfect 
accident,  of  which  the  English  do  not  appear  to  have  had  the  least  hope 
nor  the  Spaniards  the  smallest  fear.  It  must,  therefore,  be  allowed  to 
be  one  instance  of  the  good  fortune  of  the  English  ministry  and  their 
admiral,  or  rather,  as  it  is  reported,  of  the  king  and  his  admiral. 

"MSS.  Dop.  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  649,  with  verbal  changes. 
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Their  good  fortune,  however,  did  uot  eud  here,  for  eight  days  after- 
ward, on  the  16th  of  January,  they  fell  in  with  Don  Juan  de  Langura, 
A'ith  eleven  vessels  of  the  line,  who  beiug  so  much  iuferior  could  not 
hope  for  a  victory.  He  fought  the  English,  however,  upon  the  retreat 
with  so  much  bravery,  skill,  and  success,  that  they  were  able  to  take 
only  three  of  his  ships.  The  Phoenix,  of  eighty  guns,  and  the  Princessa 
and  Diligent,  of  seventy-four,  were  taken  and  the  San  Bominf/o  blown 
up.  The  S.  Genero,  the  8.  Jnsfo,  and  the  Monarchn,  liaviug  separated 
before  the  battle,  and  the  Sr  Juliano,  the  8.  Em/enio,  the  S.  Augustine, 
and  S.  Lorenzo  having  since  arrived  in  Cadiz,  although  in  a  bad  con- 
dition. 

Thus  the  English  have  been  permitted,  against  probabilities  and  ap- 
pearances, to  throw  succor  into  Gibraltar,  and  perhai>s  Mahou,  to  give 
a  little  fresh  confidence  to  the  ministry,  and  make  a  few  bonfires  for  the 
populace,  but  have  added  very  little  to  their  riches  or  their  power.  In 
the  mean  time  Rodney  must  have  been  retarded  by  these  lucky  acci- 
dents in  his  course  to  the  West  Indies,  and  given  opportunity  to  the 
Count  de  Guicheu  to  arrive  before  him  in  the  West  Indies,  and  i>revent 
the  reconquest  of  the  Grenadas,  and  perhaps  do  more ;  but  of  this  Con- 
gress will  be  informed  sooner  than  I. 

These  suc(;esses  have  not  suppressed  the  independent  spirit  of  Ire- 
land, which  is  going  on  in  a  regular  train,  deliberating  upon  bills  for 
the  independence  of  the  judges,  the  habeas  corpus,  the  restriction  of 
subsidies,  and  discipline  of  their  troops;  and  they  seem  determined  to 
throw  off  all  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament;  nor  that  of  the 
committees  of  correspondence  and  petitioners  in  the  counties  of  England 
which  threaten  associations,  and  as  the  ministry  themselves  say,  sedi- 
tion, faction,  tumults,  and  rebellion  ;  nor  provided  a  fleet  for  the  British 
channel  for  the  ensuing  summer,  nor  assuaged  the  serious  resentment 
of  Holland  for  the  piracies  committed  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties, 
as  well  as  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  upon  their  commerce.  As  it 
is  most  interesting  to  us  to  know  the  forces  to  be  employed  in  America, 
by  which  word  I  comprehend  the  West  India  Islands,  as  well  as  the 
coasts  of  the  continent,  all  these  being  connected  together  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  but  one  whole,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress 
in  one  view  the  French  force  that  is  intended  to  be  in  that  service. 

There  are  actually  at  (Jape  Francois  the  Tonant,  of  eighty-four  guns  ; 
the  Kohuste  and  the  Fendant,  of  seventy-four  ;  the  Sphinx,  of  sixty-four  ; 
and  the  Anqjhion,  of  fifty;  in  all  five.  At  INIartinique,  the  AdmiraUe, 
the  Magnifique,  the  Dmqjhin  Royal,  and  the  JJiaditne,  of  seventy-four; 
the  Rejiechi,  the  Vengcur,  the  Artisane,  of  sixty-four;  and  the  Fiers,  of 
fifty  ;  in  all  eight,  making  in  the  whole  thirteen  ships  of  the  line,  reckon- 
ing as  sucli  two  fifties.  If  the  Count  de  Guichen  should  happily  arrive 
he  has  seventeen,  which  will  amount  to  the  number  of  thirty,  besides 
frigates.  Six  others  are  preparing  at  Brest  with  all  possible  expedition, 
under  the  command  of  M.  de  Ternay.    The  Due  de  Burgonv,  of  eighty 
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guns;  tlie  Neptune,  of  seventy -four,  M.  Destoiiclies ;  the  Magnaninie,  of 
seventy -four,  M.  d(;  Vaudreuil ;  the  Uveille,  of  sixty-four,  M.  de  Tro- 
buiand ;  the  Jason,  of  sixty-four,  M.  de  Mariguy.  With  this  fleet  the 
troops  are  to  be  embarked,  and  there  are  many  conjectures  that  it  is 
intended  for  North  America.  Tiie  Languedoc,  the  C(vsar,  the  Provence, 
and  the  Fantasque,  of  the  fleet  of  the  Count  d'Estaing,  are  careened  and 
refitted ;  and  the  Royal  Louis,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  guns,  the  North- 
umherland  and  the  Astrea,  are  to  be  launched  immediately. 

In  the  course  of  my  perigrinations  at  Brest,  L'Orient,  and  Ferrol  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  to  see  most  of  these  ships  and  to  be  on  board 
many  of  them,  and  one  wouhl  think  there  was  force  enough  to  protect 
ws  and  (luiet  our  fears;  but  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong, 
and  we  must  wait  patiently  for  time  to  decide  events. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


rranklin  to  Huntington,  President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  March  4,  1780. 

Sir  :  M.  Gerard,  under  whose  care  I  understand  the  dispatches  from 
Congress  to  me  were  forwarded,  is  not  yet  arrived  here,  and  I  have  not 
received  them.  I  can  not,  therefore,  at  present  answer  anything  that 
may  be  contained  in  them.  He  is,  however,  expected  next  week,  and 
I  may  afterwards  have  time  to  write  further  by  the  Alliance.  Mr. 
Adams  is  come,  but  did  not  bring  duplicates  of  those  dispatches.  I 
have,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress,  which  he  produced  to  me, 
furnished  him  with  one  thousand  louis  d'ors.  I  have  also  given  a  credit 
to  Mr.  Jay  upon  the  correspondent  of  our  banker  at  Madrid  for  an  equal 
sum.  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival  there.  His  letter  to  me  was 
from  Cadiz,  of  the  28th  of  January. 

In  my  last  I  gave  some  account  of  the  success  of  our  little  squadron 
under  Commodore  Jones.  Tliree  of  their  prizes  sent  into  Bergen,  in 
Norway,  were,  at  the  instance  of  the  British  minister,  seized  by  order 
of  the  court  of  Denmark  and  delivered  up  to  him.  I  have,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  minister  here,  drawn  up  and  sent  to  that  court  a 
memorial  reclaiming  those  prizes.  It  went  through  the  hands  of  the 
French  minister  residing  there,  who  has  delivered  it,  but  I  have  yet  no 
answer.  I  understand  from  the  French  consul  at  Bergen  that  the 
prizes  remain  still  in  that  port,  and  it  is  said  there  is  some  hope  that 
the  order  may  be  reversed,  but  this  is  doubtful ;  and  I  8ui)pose  the 
Congress  will  immediately  consider  this  important  affair  and  give  me 
such  instructions  upon  it  as  they  may  judge  proper.  With  this  I  send 
a  copy  of  the  memorial. 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  state;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corp.,  93 ;  7  Bigelow's  Franklin,  19. 
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During  the  cruise  a  mortal  quarrel  took  place  between  the  commo- 
dore and  Captain  Landais.  On  their  arrival  in  Holland  M.  de  Sartine, 
minister  of  the  marine,  proposed  to  me  tlie  sending;  for  Landais  in  order 
to  inquire  into  his  comluct.  I  doubted  the  i)ropriety  of  my  meddling  in 
the  affair,  but  Captain  Landais'  friends,  conceiving  it  a  measure  that 
might  be  serviceable  to  him  and  pressing  it,  1  complied,  and  came  ac- 
cordingly to  Paris.  I  send  the  minutes  of  the  inquiry  for  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress.  1  have  not  presumed  to  condemn  or  acquit  him, 
doubting  as  well  my  own  judgment  as  my  authority.  He  proposes  to 
demand  a  courtmar'cial  in  America.  In  his  absence  from  the  ship,  the 
commodore  took  the  command  of  her,  and  on  quitting  the  Texel  made 
a  cruise  through  the  channel  to  Spain,  and  is  since  returned  to  L'Orieut, 
where  the  ship  is  now  refitting  in  order  to  return  to  America.  Captain 
Landais  has  not  applied  to  me  to  be  replaced  in  her,  and  I  imagine  has 
no  thought  of  that  kind,  having  before  on  several  occasions  expressed 
to  me  and  others  his  dissatisfaction  with  his  oflicers  and  his  inclination 
on  that  account  to  quit  her.  Captain  Jones  will  therefore  carry  her 
home,  unless  he  should  be  prevailed  with  to  enter  another  service, 
which,  however,  I  think,  is  not  likely,  though  he  has  gained  immense 
reputation  all  over  Europe  for  his  bravery. 

As  vessels  of  war  under  my  care  create  me  a  vast  deal  of  business 
(of  a  kind,  too,  that  I  am  unexperienced  in,  and  by  my  distance  from 
the  coast  is  very  difficult  to  be  well  executed),  I  must  repeat  my  earnest 
request  that  some  person  of  skill  in  such  affairs  may  be  appointed,  in 
the  character  of  consul,  to  take  charge  of  them.  I  imagine  that  much 
would  by  that  means  be  saved  in  the  expense  of  their  various  retittings 
and  supplies,  which  to  me  appears  enormous. 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress,  I  have  employed  one  of  the  best 
artists  here  in  cutting  the  dies  for  the  medal  intended  for  M.  de  Fleury. 
Tlie  price  of  such  work  is  beyond  my  expectation,  being  one  thousand 
livres  for  each  die.  I  shall  try  if  it  is  not  possible  to  have  the  others 
done  cheaper. 

Our  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  for  some  time  past  at  a  stand, 
the  English  admiralty  refusing,  after  long  consideration,  to  give  us  any 
men  in  return  for  those  who  had  been  dismissed  by  our  armed  vessels 
on  parole,  and  the  actual  prisoners  we  had  being  all  exchanged.  When 
the  squadron  of  Commodore  Jones  arrived  in  the  Texel  with  five  hundred 
English  prisoners  I  proposed  exchanging  there,  but  this  was  declined, 
in  expectation,  as  I  heard  from  Englan<l,  of  retaking  them  in  their  way 
to  France.  The  stay  of  our  ships  in  Holland,  through  the  favor  of  the 
states,  being  i^rolonged,  and  the  squa<lrons  stationed  to  intercept  us 
being  tired  of  cruising  for  us,  the  British  minister  consented,  at  length, 
to  a  cartel  with  France,  and  brought  Frenchmen  to  Holland  to  exchange 
for  those  prisoners  instead  of  Americans.  These  proceedings  have  oc- 
casioned our  poor  i)eople  to  be  kei)t  longer  in  confinement,  but  the 
minister  of  the  marine  having  given  orders  that  I  should  have  as  many 
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Eiij,^lisb,  another  cartel  cliarged  with  Ameiicans  is  now  daily  expected, 
and  I  hope  in  a  few  months  to  see  them  all  at  liberty.  This  for  their 
sakcs,  and  also  to  save  expense,  for  their  long  and  hard  imprisonment 
induces  many  to  hazard  attempts  of  escaping,  and  those  who  get  away 
through  London  and  Holland  and  come  to  Paris  in  their  way  to  some 
seaport  in  France  cost,  one  with  another,  I  l)elieve,  near  twenty  pounds 
sterling  a  head. 

The  delays  in  exchange  have,  I  think,  been  lengthened  by  the  ad- 
miralty, partly  with  the  view  of  breaking  the  patience  of  our  peoi)le 
and  inducing  them  to  enter  the  English  service.  They  have  spared  no 
pains  for  this  purpose,  and  have  prevailed  with  some.  The  number  of 
these  has  not,  indeed,  been  great,  and  several  of  them  k>st  their  lives 
in  the  blowing  up  of  the  Quebec.  I  am  also  lately  infoinu-d  from  Lon- 
don that  the  Hags  of  truce  with  prisoners  irom  Boston,  one  of  which  is 
seized  as  British  property,  will  obtain  no  Americans  in  exchange,  the 
returned  English  being  told  that  they  had  no  authority  or  right  to  uiake 
such  agreements  with  rebels,  etc.  This  is  nut  the  only  instance  in  which 
it  appears  that  a  few  late  suc(;esses  have  given  that  nation  another  hour 
of  insolence;  and  yet  their  atfairs,  upon  the  whole,  wear  a  very  unprom- 
ising aspect.  Tliey  have  not  yet  been  able  to  iind  any  allies  in  Europe. 
Holland  grows  daily  less  and  less  disposed  to  comply  with  their  requi- 
sitions ;  Ireland  is  not  satistied,  but  is  making  new  demands  ;  Scotland 
and  the  Protestants  in  England  arenneasy;  and  the  associations  ol 
counties  in  England,  with  committees  of  correspondence  to  make  re- 
forms in  the  government,  all  taken  together,  give  a  good  deal  of  appre- 
hension at  present  even  to  their  mad  ministers,  while  their  debt,  on 
the  point  of  amounting  to  the  amazing  sum  of  two  hundred  millions 
hangs  as  a  millstone  upon  the  neck  of  their  credit,  and  must  ere  long 
sink  it  beyond  redemption. 

The  disposition  of  this  court  continues  as  favorable  as  ever,  though 
it  can  not  comply  with  all  our  demands.  The  supplies  reipiired  in  the 
invoice  sent  me  by  the  committee  appeared  too  great  and  numerous  to 
be  immediately  furnished.  Three  millions  of  livres  were,  however, 
granted  me,  with  which,  after  deducting  what  will  be  necessary  to  pay 
the  interest  bills  and  other  late  drafts  of  Congress,  I  could  not  venture 
on  ordering  more  than  ten  thousand  suits  of  clothes.  With  these  we  shall 
have  fifteen  thousand  arms  and  nccoutrements.  A  good  deal  of  the 
cloth  goes  over  in  the  Alliance,  purchased  by  Mr.  Ross,  whi(;h,  it  is  com- 
puted, may  make  seven  or  eight  thousand  suits  more.  But  although 
we  have  not  obtained  that  invoice  of  goods,  this  court,  being  at  immense 
expense  in  the  preparations  for  the  next  camjtaign,  1  have  reason  to 
believe  that  a  part  of  those  ])reparations  will  be  emi»loyed  in  essential 
assistance  to  the  United  States,  and  I  hope  effectual,  thouiih  at  present 
I  can  not  be  more  particular. 

1  have  sent  to  Mr.  Johnson  the  vote  of  Congress  relative  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts.     He  has  expressed  his  readiness  to  enter  on  the 
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sei'vice.  Mr.  Deaue  is  soon  expected  bere,  whose  presence  is  very 
necessary,  and  I  bope  with  bis  belp  they  may  be  gone  tbrougb  without 
^iiucb  difficulty.  1  could  have  wished  it  bad  suited  Mr.  Lee  to  have 
been  here  at  the  same  time. 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette,  who  duriug  bis  residence  in  France  has 
been  extremely  zealous  in  supi)ortiugoar  cause  on  all  occasions,  returns 
again  to  tight  for  it.  He  is  infinitely  esteemed  and  beloved  here,  and  I 
am  persuaded  will  do  everything  in  his  power  to  merit  a  continuance 
of  the  same  aftection  from  America. 

With  the  greatest  resjiect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  "Washington.* 

Passy,  March  5,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  received  but  lately  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  in  recommendation  of  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette.  His 
modesty  detained  it  long  in  his  own  hands.  We  became  acquainted, 
however,  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Paris;  and  his  zeal  for  the 
honor  of  our  country,  l)is  activity  in  our  affairs  here,  and  his  firm  at- 
tachment to  our  cause  and  to  you  impressed  me  with  the  same  regard 
and  esteem  for  him  that  your  excellency's  letter  would  liave  done  had 
it  been  immediately  delivered  to  me. 

Should  peace  arrive  after  another  campaign  or  two,  and  afford  us  a 
little  leisure,  I  should  be  liappy  to  see  your  excellency  in  Europe,  and 
to  accompany  you,  if  my  age  and  strength  should  permit,  in  visiting 
some  of  its  ancient  and  most  famous  kingdoms.  You  would,  on  this 
side  the  sea,  enjoy  the  great  reputation  you  have  ac<jnired,  pure  and 
free  from  those  little  shades  that  the  jealousy  and  envy  of  a  man's  coun- 
trymen and  contemporaries  are  ever  endeavoring  to  cast  over  living 
merit.  Here  .\ou  w^ould  know  and  enjoy  what  posterity  will  say  of 
Washington  ;  for  a  thousand  leagues  have  nearly  the  same  effect  with 
a  thousand  years.  The  feeble  voice  of  those  groveling  passions  can 
not  extend  so  far  either  in  time  or  distance.  At  present  1  enjoy  that 
pleasure  for  you,  as  I  frequently  hear  the  old  generals  of  this  martial 
country,  who  study  the  maps  of  America  and  mark  upon  them  all  your 
operations,  speak  with  sincere  approbation  and  great  applause  of  your 
conduct,  and  join  in  giving  you  the  [character  of  one  of  the  greatest  cap- 
tains of  the  age. 

1  must  soon  quit  this  scene,  but  you  may  live  to  see  our  country 

flourish,  as  it  will  amazingly  and  rapidly  after  the  war  is  over,  like  a 
Held  of  young  Indian  corn  which  long  fair  weather  and  sunshine  had 
enfeebled  and  discolored,  and  which,  in  thatjt  weak  state,  by  athunder- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  7  Bigelow's  Frantlia,  ^5  ;  8  Sparks'  Frankliu,  429. 
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gust  of  violent  wind,  hail,  and  rain,  seemed  to  be  threatened  with  abso- 
lute destruction;  yet,  the  storm  being  passed,  it  recovers  fresh  ver- 
dure, shoots  up  with  double  vigor,  and  delights  the  eje  not  of  its 
owner  only,  but  of  every  observing  traveler. 

The  best  wishes  that  can  be  found  for  your  health,  honor,  and  happi- 
ness ever  attend  you. 

From  your  excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  F. 


Franklin  to  Luzerne.* 

Passy,  March  5, 1780. 

Sir:  I  received  with  great  pleasure  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor 
of  writing  to  me  from  Boston,  I  rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival 
and  that  the  reception  you  met  with  in  my  country  had  been  agreeable 
to  you.  1  hope  its  air  will  suit  you,  and  that  while  you  reside  in  it 
you  will  enjoy  constant  health  and  happiness. 

Your  good  brother  does  me  sometimes  the  honor  of  calling  on  me, 
and  we  converse  in  English,  which  he  speaks  very  intelligibly.  I  sup- 
pose that  by  this  time  you  do  the  same.  M.  de  Malesherbes  did  me 
lately  the  same  honor.  That  great  man  seems  to  have  no  wish  of  re- 
turning into  public  employment,  but  amuses  himself  with  planting, 
and  is  desirous  of  obtaining  all  those  trees  of  Is'orth  America  that 
have  not  yet  been  introduced  into  France.  Your  sending  a  box  of 
the  seeds  would,  I  am  persuaded,  much  oblige  him.  They  may  be 
obtained  of  my  young  friend  Bartram,  living  near  Philadelphia. 

You  will  have  heard  that  Spain  has  lately  met  with  a  little  misfortune 
at  sea,  but  the  bravery  with  which  her  ships  fought  a  vastly  superior 
force  has  gaiiunl  her  great  honor.  W«i  are  anxious  here  for  further 
news  from  that  coast,  which  is  daily  expected.  Great  preparations  are 
nuiking  here  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  it 
will  be  more  active  and  successful  in  Europe  than  the  last. 

One  of  the  advantages  of  great  states  is,  that  the  calamity  occa- 
sioned by  a  foreign  war  falls  only  on  a  very  small  part  of  the  commu- 
nity, who  happen  from  their  situation  and  particular  circumstances  to 
be  exposed  to  it.  Thus  as  it  is  always  fair  weather  in  our  parlors,  it 
is  at  Paris  always  i>eace.  The  ])eople  pursue  their  respective  occupa- 
tions; the  play  houses,  the  opera,  and  other  public  diversions  are  as 
regularly  and  fully  attended  as  in  times  of  ])rofoundest  tranquillity, 
and  the  same  small  concerns  divide  us  into  i)iirties.  Within  these  few 
weeks  we  are  for  or  against  Jeannot,  a  new  actor.  This  man's  perform- 
ance and  the  marriage  of  tlie  Duke  de  Richelieu  fill  ui)  much  more 
of  our  present  conversation  than  anything  that  relates  to  the  war,  A 
demonstration  this  of  the  public  felicity. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  7  Bigelow's   Frankliu,  27  ;  8  Sparks'  Franklin,  430. 
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My  grandson  joins  with  me  in  best  wishes  for  yonr  health  and  pros- 
perity,    lie  is  miicli  flattered  by  yonr  kind  remembrance  of  liim.     AVe 
desire  also  that  M.  de  jNIarbois  *  would  accept  our  assurances  of  esteem. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

Paris,  March  S,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  the  gazettes  of  France, 
of  The  Hague,  and  Amsterdam  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th  of  this  month. 
They  contain  all  the  news  which  makes  the  subject  of  conversation  at 
this  time,  except  that  M.  du  Chafl'ault  is  to  command  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  the  Count  d'Estaiug  in  the  channel,  which,  although  it  is  not  an- 
nounced by  the  court,  seems  to  be  very  generally  believed  in  the 
world. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.t  , 

Paris,  March  8,  1780. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  went  to  court  in  company  with  the  American  min- 
ister plenipotentiary,  and  had  the  honor  to  be  presented  to  the  king 
by  the  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  after  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  go  round  with  all  the  foreign  ambassadors  and  make  a  visit  to  the 
queen,  the  king's  brothers,  sister,  aunts,  and  daughters,  which  are  all 
the  branches  of  the  royal  family,  and  to  be  presented  to  each  of  them 
in  turn,  and  after  them  to  the  Count  de  Maurepas. 

After  these  ceremonies  were  over  we  were  all  invited  to  dine  with  the 
Count  de  Vergennes. 

As  ceremonies  of  this  kind  are  so  much  attended  to  in  this  and  all 
other  countries  of  Europe,  and  have  often  such  important  effects,  it  is 
I)roper  that  Congress  should  have  information  of  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

*  Secretary  of  French  Legation  in  the  United  States. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;   2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  653. 
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Bernstorf,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  Denmark,  to  Franklin.* 

[Translation.] 

Copenhagen,  March  8,  1780. 

Sir  :  Were  you  a  person  less  known  and  respected  I  should  liave  been 
quite  at  a  loss  on  the  subject  of  tlie  letter  which  I  have  had  the  honor 
of  receiving  from  you,  which  did  not  come  to  hand  till  the  31st  of  Jan- 
nary.  I  should  have  considen'd  it  as  a  measure  calculated  to  place  us 
under  a  new  embarrassment,  as  painful  as  the  first;  but  there  is  no  fear 
nor  risk  with  such  a  sage  as  you  are,  sir,  generally  res|)ected  by  that 
universe  which  you  have  enlightened,  and  known  for  that  prevailing 
love  for  truth  which  characterizes  the  good  man  and  the  true  philoso- 
pher. These  are  the  titles  which  will  transmit  your  name  to  the  re- 
motest posterity,  and  in  which  I  am  particularly  interested  at  the  time 
when  the  situation  of  affairs  imposes  on  me  the  necessity  of  divesting 
myself  of  every  public  character  in  writing  to  you,  and  only  to  aspire 
at  appearing  to  you  what  I  truly  am,  the  passionate  friend  of  peace, 
truth,  and  meiit. 

Til  is  mode  of  thinking  not  only  decides  my  i)ersonal  sentiments  with 
respect  to  you,  but  also  those  I  have  respecting  the  unfortunate  affair 
which  you  havn  thought  fit  to  mention  to  me,  and  which  from  its  com- 
mencement has  given  me  the  utmost  pain.  You  will  readily  agree  with 
me,  sir,  in  granting  that  there  are  iierplexing  situations  in  which  it  is 
impossible  to  avoid  displeasing  one  party.  You  are  too  equitable  not  to 
enter  into  ours.  There  would  be  no  consolation  in  such  cases,  nor  would 
the  persons  who  have  been  led  into  them  ever  be  forgiven,  were  it  not 
that  0])portunities  sometimes  present  themselves  of  being  heard,  and 
preventing  in  future  such  essential  embarrasstnents. 

The  Baron  de  Blome  will  si)eak  to  you  in  confidence  and  with  the 
utmost  freedom  on  this  subject,  and  if  niy  wishes  can  be  accomplished 
I  sliall  be  reconqyensed  for  all  my  pains,  and  there  will  only  remain  the 
agreeable  recollection  of  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  assuring  you, 
from  under  njy  hand,  of  that  sui)erior  aud  perfect  esteem  with  which  1 
have  the  honor  of  beiug,  sir,  etc., 

K.  Bernstorf. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  March  S,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  from  Martinifjue  a  letter  from  M.  Gerard, 
who  informs  me  that  at  his  recpiest  th(^  commander  of  Martinique  has 
procured  for  the  frigate  Confederation,  belonging  to  Congress,  the  same 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;    2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  97;  7  Bigelow's  Franklin,  30; 
8  Si)ark,s'  Franklin,  4:?:$. 
1 5  Si)arkB'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.  681, 
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sources  and  facilities  as  are  enjoyed  by  hi.s  majesty's  own  vessels.  But 
there  are  no  materials  for  masts,  and  as  tliis  vessel  has  been  dismasted, 
M.  Gerard  knows  no  other  means  of  hastening  her  repairs  than  that  of 
sending  masts  to  him  from  Boston  or  any  other  part  of  the  coiitiiient 
where  Congress  can  procure  them.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Luzerne. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Taris,  March  10,  1780. 

Sir:  Enclosed  are  the  Courrier  dc  V Europe  of  the  8d  and  the  Gazette 
de  France  of  this  day.  The  House  of  Lords  and  the  House  of  Commons 
are  voting  thanks  to  Admiral  Itodney  for  his  good  fortune,  for  they  all 
seem  to  confess  that  his  brilliant  successes  were  not  owing  to  more 
skill,  valor,  or  vigilance  than  others  have  shown,  but  merely  to  his  good 
luck,  which,  by  a  report  that  spreads  and  gains  credit  to-day,  did  not 
end  with  his  advantage  over  Langara  and  his  safe  departure  from  Gib- 
raltar. It  is  said  that  two  French  ships  of  the  line  and  several  frigates, 
with  transports,  bound  to  the  Isle  of  France,  in  the  East  Indies,  have 
been  doomed  to  fall  in  his  way  and  be  taken. 

Whether  this  is  true  or  not,  he  has  done  enough,  it  seems,  to  be  in  a 
fair  way  of  paying  his  creditors  some  part  of  their  demands  for  money 
which  he  has  gambled  away  and  which  they  had  despaired  of  ever 
receiving.  This  run  of  good  luck,  however,  could  never  have  happened 
to  this  gambler  if  the  game  had  been  played  otherwise  by  the  opposite 
party.  If  France  and  Spain,  instead  of  keeping  immense  fleets  in  Eu- 
rope with  nothing  to  do,  or  employed  in  blocking  up  Gibraltar,  which 
is  a  trifle  if  taken  iti  comparison  of  other  objects  in  view,  had  but  em- 
ployed but  a  fourth  part  of  them  in  the  American  seas,  where  they  had 
and  still  have  the  enemies  in  their  power,  Kodney's  creditors  had  still 
been  in  despair,  together  with  the  British  Government  and  nation. 

I  would  not  desire  a  better  proof  that  the  English  are  in  the  power  of 
their  enemies  in  the  iVmerican  world  than  the  list  of  the  prizes  [)rinted 
in  the  Courrier  de  VEurope  as  condemned  by  N.  Gushing,  judge  of 
admiralty  for  the  middle  district  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  1  am  very 
glad  to  see  this  method  taken  of  publishing  to  the  world  the  success  of 
our  privateers,  because  it  will  in  time  show  our  allies  where  our  strength 
lies  and  the  weakness  of  our  enemies. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


*  See  on  tbis  subject,  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress,  Dec.  20,  22,  25,  26,  1779. 
t  MSS.  Dei),  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  653,  with  verbal  changes. 
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J.  Adams  to   the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  12,  1780. 

Sir  :  It  is  au  observation  made  some  years  ago  by  a  great  writer  of 
this  nation,  de  Mably,  that  the  prrject  of  being  sole  master  of  the  sea 
aud  of  couimandiiig  all  the  commerce  is  not  less  chimerical  nor  less 
ruinous  than  that  of  universal  monarchy  on  land, and  it  is  to  be  wished, 
for  the  happiness  of  Europe,  that  the  English  may  be  convinced  of  this 
truth  before  they  shall  learn  it  by  their  own  ex[)erience.  France  has 
already  repeated  several  times  that  it  was  necessary  to  establish  an 
equilibrium,  a  balance  of  power  at  sea,  and  she  has  not  yet  convinced 
anybody,  because  she  is  the  dominant  power,  and  because  they 
suspect  her  to  desire  the  abasement  of  the  English  only  that  she  may 
domineer  the  more  surely  on  the  continent.  But  if  England  abuses  her 
power,  aud  would  exercise  a  kind  of  tyranny  over  commerce,  presently 
all  the  states  that  have  vessels  and  sailois,  astonished  that  they  had 
not  before  believed  France,  will  join  themselves  to  her  in  avenging 
her  injuries. 

The  present  conjuncture  of  affairs  resembles  so  exactly  the  case  here 
put,  that  it  seems  to  be  a  literal  fultillment  of  a  i)rophecy. 

A  domination  upon  the  sea  is  so  much  the  more  dangerous  to  other 
maritime  powers  and  commercial  nations,  as  it  is  more  difficult  to  form 
alliances  and  combine  forces  at  sea  than  at  land  ;  for  which  reason  it 
is  essential  that  the  sovereign  of  every  commercial  state  should  make 
his  nation's  flag  respected  in  all  the  seas  and  by  all  the  nations  of  the 
world.  The  English  have  ever  acted  upon  this  principle  in  supporting 
the  honor  of  their  own  tlag,  but  of  late  years  have  grown  less  and  less 
attentive  to  it  as  it  respects  the  honor  of  other  flags.  Not  content 
with  making  their  flag  respectable,  they  have  grown  more  and  more 
ambitious  of  making  it  terrible.  Unwilling  to  do  as  they  would  be  done 
by,  and  to  treat  other  commercial  nations  as  they  have  insisted  upon 
being  treated  by  them,  they  have  grown  continually  more  and  more 
haughty,  turbulent,  and  insolent  u]>on  the  seas,  and  are  now  never  sat- 
isfied until  they  have  made  all  other  nations  see  that  they  despise  them 
upon  that  element.  It  is  said  by  the  Baron  de  Bielfield  that  piracies 
and  robberies  at  sea  are  so  odious,  so  atrocious,  and  so  destructive  to 
the  interest  of  all  the  European  nations,  that  everything  is  permitted 
to  lepress  them.  Providence  has  not  granted  to  any  people  an  exclusive 
empire  upon  the  seas.  To  aim  at  setting  up  a  master  there  to  prescribe 
laws  to  other  free  nations  is  an  outrage  to  all  Europe. 

1  have  quoted  these  authorities,  because  they  contain  the  true  prin- 
ciple upon  which,  as  I  have  ever  conceived,  the  English  began  this 
war  and  upon  which  they  will  assuredly  continue  it,  as  long  as  they  can 
get  men  and  money,  which  will  be  as  long  as  they  have  success.  They 
contain  also  the  true  principles  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  and  all 
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the  powers  of  Europe.  Tlie  ontriiges  coumiitted  upon  the  ButcU  coiii- 
inerce  and  the  insults  ottered  to  their  tiag  ought  to  be  and  are  ahirni- 
ing-  to  all  the  maritime  powers.  The  late  successes  of  the  English  will 
have  no  tendency  to  allay  the  fears  of  these  powers ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  will  increase  the  alarm,  by  showing  the  precarious  situation  they 
will  all  be  in  if  England  should  tinally  succeed,  which  some  of  them 
may  perhaps  apprehend  from  the  late  brilliant  fortune  of  Admiral 
llodney. 

One  can  not  but  be  struck  with  the  rapid  series  of  fortunate  incidents 
for  the  English  which  have  been  i^ublished  here  in  about  the  course  of 
three  months  that  I  have  been  iu  Europe.  The  little  affair  of  Omoa 
began  it ;  the  repulse  at  Savannah  succeeded,  with  all  its  consequences ; 
the  Curayoa  tleet  was  next;  Langara's  fleet  soon  followed ;  Gibraltar, 
was  relieved  ;  Don  Gaston's  squadron  was  dispersed  by  a  storm;  and 
Admiral  Eodney  had  opportunity  to  get  safe  out  of  Gibraltar.  The 
French  East  India  tleet  brings  np  the  rear.  There  is  hardly  in  history 
such  a  series  of  events,  that  no  human  wisdom  could  provide  against  or 
foresee.  Yet  after  all,  the  advantages  gained  are  by  no  means  decisive, 
although  no  doubt  it  will  raise  the  ambition  of  the  English  and  in  some 
degree  damp  the  ardor  of  their  enemies. 

It  must  not  have  this  effect,  however,  npon  America.  Let  the  mari- 
time i)Owers  fare  as  they  will,  we  must  bo  free,  and  I  trust  in  God  we 
shallbe  so,  whatever  be  theirfate.  The  events  of  war  are  uncertain  at  sea 
more  than  even  by  land ;  but  America  has  resources  for  the  llnal  defense 
of  her  liberty  which  Britain  will  never  be  able  to  exhaust,  though  she 
should  exhaust  France  and  Spain,  and  it  may  not  impossibly  be  our 
hard  fate,  but  it  will  be  our  unfading  glory  finally  to  turn  the  scale  of 
the  war,  to  humble  the  pride,  which  is  so  terrible  to  the  commercial 
nations  of  Europe,  and  to  produce  a  balance  of  power  on  the  seas.  To 
this  end  Americans  must  be  soldiers  and  seamen. 

It  is  proper,  however,  to  keep  constantly  in  sight  the  power  against 
which  we  have  to  contend.  The  English  have  in  all  theports  of  England 
in  a  condition  for  actual  service,  or  at  least  given  out  and  reported  to 
be  so,  twenty  ships  of  the  line;  iu  the  course  of  the  spring  and  the 
month  of  June  eight  others  which  are  now  repairing,  and  three  new 
ones  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  whole  squadron  for  the  channel 
will  be  thirty-one.  The  squadron  of  Arbuthnot  at  New  York  consists 
of  five.  That  of  Jarvis  at  the  Western  Islands  is  two,  including  the 
Dublin,  which  was  detached  from  Admiral  Eodney,  and  is  now  in  bad 
condition  at  Lisbon.  One  only  at  Jamaica,  for  the  Lion  is  too  far  ruined 
to  be  counted.  The  fleet  at  the  other  islands,  joined  by  the  Hector,  de- 
tached from  Rodney,  the  Triumph  and  the  Intrepid,  lately  sailed  from 
England,  are  nineteen,  seven  of  which  at  least  are  in  too  bad  a  condi- 
tion for  actual  service.  That  of  India,  including  two  which  serve  for 
convoys,  consists  often,  two  of  which,  however,  are  returning  to  be  re- 
paired or  condemned  ;  the  Lenox  is  a  guard-ship  in  Ireland. 
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Rodney  entered  (iibraltar  with  four  Spanish  sliips  of  the  line — the 
Phcenix,  of  eighty  gnus,  the  Monarca,  the  Pruicessa,  and  the  Dilifjente, 
of  seventy,  beside  the  Guipusvoa,  now  the  Prince  Williai)i,  of  sixty-five, 
which  ho  took  with  the  convoy  on  the  Sth  of  January.  He  entered  also 
with  the  Skreicsbury,  of  seventy-four,  wlii(;h  joined  from  Lisbon.  His 
squadron  nuist  therefore  have  consisted  of  twenty-four  ships  of  the 
line.  If  he  left  the  Pduthcr  and  another  at  Gibraltar,  he  must  have 
gone  out  with  twenty-two.  Whether  he  has  gone  with  the  whole  fleet 
to  the  West  Indies,  or  whether  with  part  of  it  and  what  part,  is  yet  un- 
determined by  the  public. 

France  and  Spain,  however,  have  a  vast  sui»eriority  still  remaining, 
which,  if  it  should  be  ably  managed,  will  easily  humble  the  English,  but 
if  it  should  be  unwisely  managed,  or  continue  to  be  as  unfortuiuite  as  it 
has  been  from  the  moment  of  the  Count  d'Estaing  sailing  from  Toulon, 
it  will  even  in  this  case  last  long  enough  to  consume  and  exhaust  their 
enemies. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  Mercure  de  France  of  the  1 1  th  of  March, 
The  Hague  Gazette  of  the  0th  and  8th,  the  Amsterdam  Gazette  of  the 
7th,  and  the  Leydeu  of  the  7th. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Paris,  March  14,  1 7S0. 

Sir:  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  inform  myself  what  number  of  reg- 
ular troops  the  enemy  have  in  tlie  three  kingdoms,  because  we  may 
form  some  judgment  from  this  whether  they  will  be  able  to  send  any 
and  what  re-enforcements  to  North  America  or  the  West  Indies.  I  am 
assured  that  tliey  have  not  more  than  fourthousand  regular  troo[)S  in  Ire- 
land, aiul  these  chiefly  horse;  nor  more  than  ten  thousand  in  England  and 
Scotland,  and  these  chiefly  horse.  It  is  not  to  be  expected,  then,  I 
think  that  they  can  spare  any  of  these.  There  is  too  mucli  danger 
even  of  popular  commotions  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  to  spare 
many  of  these  if  they  were  perfectly  safe,  or  thought  themselves  so, 
from  Fren(;h  and  Si>anish  invasions.  I  have,  however,  written  to  ob- 
tain more  exact  and  authentic  information,  which  I  will  not  fail  to 
transmit  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  received  an  account  at  length,  both  by  the  Gazette  Extra- 
ordinary and  by  letter  from  London,  that  Admiral  Digby  is  returned 
with  the  fleet  and  Spanish  prizes  from  Gibraltar,  and  brought  in  with 
him  the  Protc%  a  French  sixty-four-gun  ship,  and  three  small  store-ships, 
part  of  a  fleet  bound  from  L'Orient  to  the  East  Indies.  The  sixty-four- 
gun  ship  had  about  sixty-three  thousand  pounds  in  cash  on  board.    This 
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fleet  was  unlucky  enough  to  fall  iu  with  Digby  on  the  23(1  of  February. 
Eodney  sailed  from  Gibraltar  on  the  14th  and  parted  with  Digby  on 
the  18tb,  taking  only  four  ships  of  the  line  with  him  to  the  West  Indies. 
A  like  number  will  probably  go  under  Walsingham  about  the  20th  or 
25th  of  this  month  with  the  tleet  to  the  West  Indies.  It  is  said  in  let- 
ters from  London  that  by  every  appearance  there  are  no  more  troops 
going  to  North  America,  and  that  it  looks  as  if  the  ministry  mean  not 
to  continue  the  American  war,  but  to  let  it  dwindle  and  die  away.  If 
this  should  be  the  case,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Americans  and  their 
allies  will  not  let  it  dwindle,  but  put  it  to  death  at  a  blow. 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  and  his  brother,  the  Viscount  de  Noailles, 
a  young  noble  officer  who  is  worthy  of  his  family  and  of  the  relation 
he  bears  to  the  marquis,  who  I  hope  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  will 
be  able  to  say  more  upon  this  head.  At  present  the  king  and  his  geu- 
eriil  are  the  only  persons  who  ought  to  know  the  secret. 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  14,  1780. 

Sir:  By  a  letter  from  London  of  the  3d  of  this  month,  received  since 
my  former  of  this  day's  date,  I  learn  that  the  friends  of  the  ministry 
were  in  hopes  every  hour  to  hear  that  Clinton,  who  embarked  seven 
thousand  efiective  men  (though  they  are  said  to  be  ten)  iu  the  latter  end 
of  December,  is  in  possession  of  Charleston.  The  detachment  consisted 
of  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiersof  the  seventh,  twenty-third,  thirty- 
third,  forty-second,  sixty-third,  and  sixty-fourth  British  regiments,  a 
legion  of  horse,  yagers,  four  battalions  of  Hessian  grenadiers ;  the  New 
York  volunteers,  Ferguson's  corps ;  one  Hessian  regiment,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  seventy-first  British  regiment.  Many  are  of  opinion 
that  a  part  of  this  army  was  intended  ibr  the  Windward  Islands,  and 
that  they  embarked  and  sailed  the  26th  of  December,  and  was  much 
hurt  by  a  storm  after  sailing.  Two  thousand,  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
were  said  to  be  intended  for  the  Chesapeake,  to  burn  two  or  three  men- 
of-war  in  James  river,  and  to  serve  as  a  division  to  the  other  live  going 
against  Charleston. 

The  friends  of  the  administration  are  not  in  spirits  about  the  picture 
of  aifairs  in  America  and  the  West  Indies.  They  fear  the  French  will 
have  a  superiority  there,  from  whence  some  late  accounts  are  arriv^edof 
vast  sickness  and  disorder  on  board  the  English  ships.  The  naval  war 
will,  to  appearance,  be  removed  for  the  next  summer  to  that  quarter. 
Koduey  was  to  sail  with  four  ships  only  to  the  West  Indies,  and  Wal- 
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singliam  will  not  take  more  than  that  number  as  a  convoy  to  about  one 
hundred  West  ludiamen,  which  were  to  sail  about  the  20th  of  this 
month,  and  more  sliips  of  war  would  probably  conduct  this  fleet  off  the 
land,  and  it  was  probable  in  the  New  York  and  (,Jiiebec  trade  about  fifty 
vessels  more  would  sail  about  the  same  time.  That  there  was  no  talk 
of  any  troops  or  ships  going  to  New  York  or  Quebec;  that  there  was 
a  rumor  that  Wallace  would  have  a  small  s(iuadron,  and  carry  four  or 
five  thousand  men  out,  but  this  was  not  believed;  that  the  ministry 
had  been  hard  pressed  in  several  jjarliamentary  questions  lately;  that 
their  party  was  losing  ground  daily;  that  the  county  petitions  for  re- 
formation were  a  heavy  weight  upon  them;  that  it  was  likely  there 
would  be  serious  disturbances  if  reforms  do  not  take  place;  that  the 
committees  for  each  county  have  already  appointed  three  dejmties  to 
meet  and  act  for  the  whole,  which  is  the  beginning  of  a  congress,  and 
will  probably  be  soon  called  by  that  name ;  that  it  was  hard  to  deter- 
mine whether  these  movements  at  home  or  the  proceedings  iu  Ireland 
chagrin  the  ministry  most;  that  the  sovereignty  of  England  over  Ire- 
laud  will  not  be  of  many  months'  duration;  that  the  armed  associations 
in  the  latter  amount  to  sixty-four  thousand  men,  who  seem  determined 
to  free  themselves  froui  every  restriction  that  has  been  laid  on  them; 
that  their  jiarliamentis  al)out  putting  an  end  to  all  appeals  to  England; 
to  render  the  judges  independent  of  the  crown,  they  at  present  holding 
their  ofiices  durante  bene  placito,  and  not  quamdhose  bene  gessermit,  as  iu 
England;  to  have  a  habeas  corpus  act;  to  repeal  Poyning's  law,  which 
enacts  that  all  bills  shall  originate  in  the  council  and  not  in  the  com- 
mons; to  confine  the  new  supplies  to  the  appointment  of  new  duties 
only ;  to  give  bounties  on  their  own  manufactures,  and  to  have  a 
mutiny  bill,  which  last  goes  immediately  to  the  grand  point  of  juris- 
diction. 

That,  however,  notwithstanding  all  the  present  appearances  against 
Great  Britain,  and  the  certainty  of  America's  succeeding  to  her  wish, 
thereare  notamongeven  those  who  are  called  patriots  in  parliament  many 
who  possess  directly  a  wish  for  American  independence;  that  Lords 

Camden,  Effingham,  Coventry,  and  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  are  clearly 
and  decidedly  for  it;  Sir  G.  Saville  and  but  a  few  others  in  the  House 

of  Commons;  that  the  rest  of  the  patriots  are  for  independence  on  cer- 
tain i)rovisos,  such  as  England  to  retain  a  nominal  sovereignty;  Amer- 
ica to  give  up  the  Freuch  alliance,  make  up  a  federal  alliance  with 
England,  by  which,  no  doubt,  they  mean  an  alliance  offensive  and  de- 
fensive, etc. 

It  is  surely  unnecessary  for  me  to  make  any  observations  upon  the 
absurdity  of  these  provisos,  so  injurious  to  the  honor  of  our  country  and 
so  destructive  of  her  most  essential  rights  and  interests.  By  a  letter 
of  the  7th,  a  vessel  with  two  hundred  Hessians  or  yagers  on  board  has 
arrived  at  St.  Ives,  in  Cornwall.  She  sailed  with  the  expedition  from 
New  York  the  26th  of  December,  and  a  few  days  after  received  much 
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damage  in  a  .storm,  whicli,  it  i«  tliou!L;lit,  separated  and  dispersed  the 
fleet.    This  gives  us  great   spirits  and  sanguine  hopes  for  Charleston. 
I  have  the  houor  to  enclose  several  newspapers,  and,  with  much  re- 
spect, to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  the  Navy  Board.* 

Passy,  March  15,  1780. 
Gentlemen  :  I  acquainted  you  in  a  former  letter  that  there  were 
great  misan<lerstandings  between  Captain  Landaia  and  the  other  offi- 
cers of  his  ship.  These  differences  arose  to  such  a  height  that  the  cap- 
tain once  wrote  me  he  would  ([uit  the  command  rather  than  continue 
with  them.  Some  of  them  leaving  the  ship,  that  disturbance  seemed 
to  be  quieted.  But  there  has  since  arisen  another  violent  quarrel  be- 
tween himself  and  Captain  Jones.  Tliese  things  give  me  great  trouble, 
particularly  the  latter,  the  circumstances  of  which  I  am  under  a  neces- 
sity of  communicating  to  you,  that  measures  may  be  taken  for  putting 
properly  an  end  to  it  by  a  court-martial,  if  you  find  that  step  necessary. 
Soon  after  the  arrival  of  oar  little  squadron  in  the  Texel  I  had  a  letter 
from  Commodore  Jones,  complaining  highly  of  Captain  Landais,  and 
lueiitiouiug  that  he  was  advised  to  put  him  under  arrest  in  order  to  his  trial 
by  a  court-martial,  for  which,  however,  there  was  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  officers  in  Europe.  But  he  would  do  nothing  in  it  until  he  heard 
from  me.  I  had  another  from  Captain  Landais,  complaining  of  Com- 
modore Jones,  and  begging  me  to  order  inquiry  into  the  matter  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  received  also  a  letter  from  the  minister  of  the  marine, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract  viz  : 

Je  suis  persuade,  monsieur,  que  vousn'aurez  pas  dtc  iiioins  touclid  que  raoi  de  ]a 
perte  dn  grand  noiubre  de  volontaires  Frau^ais  qui  ont  etc  tuds  daus  le  combat  du 
Boiihomme  Richard  coutre  le  vaisseau  de  guerre  anglois  le  Serapis.  Cefc  cveue- 
uient  est  d'autaut  plus  lacheux,  qu'il  paroit  <iue  si  la  frcgate  americaine  L' Alliance 
avoiLsecoude  le  Bonhomme  Eichard  en  combattaat  ea  meme  tenir  I'avantage  rera- 
portepar  le  Comm.  Jones,  auroit  etc  plus  prompte,  auroit  coute  moius  de  monde,  et 
n'auroit  pas  mis  le  Bonhomme  Eichard  dans  le  cas  de  couler  bas  trente-six  beures 
apres  le  combat.-  Le  Capitaine  de  cette  frdgate  ayant  tenu  une  conduite  tvhs  extra- 
ordinaire, je  ne  doute  pas  monsieur,  que  vous  ue  lui  mandiez  de  se  rendre  aupres 
de  vous  i»oar  en  rendre  compte,  et  que  daus  le  cas  oil  vous  reconuoitrez  que  c'estpar 
sa  faute  que  la  victtnre  a  coute  taut  de  sang,  vous  me  jugiez  a  propos  d'en  informer 
le  Congres,  a  tin  qu'il  fasso  rayer  le  Capitaine  de  dessus  la  liste  des  officiers  de  sa 
marine,  etc. 

Upon  this,  and  with  the  advice  of  a  very  respectable  friend  of  Cap- 
tain Landais,  M.  de  Chaumont,  who  thought  sending  for  him  to  come 
to  Paris,  in  order  to  an  inquiry  into  his  conduct,  would  prevent  many 
inconveniences  to  the  service  that  might  attend  a  more  public  discus- 
sion, I  wrote  to  him  October  15,  acquainting  him  with  the  principal 
heads  of  the  charges  against  him,  and  directing  him  to  render  himself 
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here,  bringing  with  hiui  such  papers  ami  testimonies  as  he  might 
thinli;  useful  iu  his  justilicatiou.  I  wrote  at  the  sanie  tiuic  to  Com- 
modore Joues  to  send  up  such  proofs  as  he  might  have  iu  support  of 
the  charges  against  the  captain,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  give  a  just 
accouut  of  the  aflair  to  Congress.  In  two  or  three  weeks  Captain 
Laudaii  came  to  Paris,  but  I  received  no  auswer  from  Commodore 
Jones.  After  waiting  some  days  I  concluded  to  hear  Ca[)tain  Landais 
on  the  15th  of  N^ovember,  without  longer  delay,  and  that  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  inquiry  might  be  more  clear  I  requested  the  above 
named,  a  friend  of  Captain  Landais,  and  Dr.  Bancroft,  a  friend  of 
Commodore  Joues,  to  be  present.  With  this  I  send  the  minutes  that 
were  taken  on  that  occasion. 

The  justification  Captaiu  Landais  offers  in  answer  to  the  charge  of 
disobedience  of  the  commodore's  orders  seems  to  call  on  me  for  an  ex- 
l»lanatiou  of  what  relates  to  those  I  had  given  Captaiu  Landais.  The 
armament  was  made  at  I'Orient.  M.  de  Chaumout  was  present  there, 
and  had  the  care  of  it.  I  was  necessarily  at  a  great  distance,  and  could 
uot  be  consulted  on  every  occasion,  and  I  was  not  on  the  following.  A 
convoy  being  wanted  for  some  merchant  ships  to  Bordeaux,  and  our 
squadron  being  ready,  and  there  beiug  time  sufficient,  it  was  employed 
in  and  performed  that  occasional  service.  The  AUiance  and  Bon  Homme 
Richard  afterwards  at  sea  ran  foul  of  each  other  in  the  night,  the  lat- 
ter received  great  damages,  and  all  returned  to  L'Orient,  the  state  of 
the  crew,  as  well  as  that  of  the  ship,  making  it  at  first  doubtful  whether 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard  might  not  be  long  detained  in  i)ort.  I  was  ap- 
plied to  for  the  conditional  order  I  gave  on  the  28th  of  July  to  Captain 
Landais.  I  could  not  foresee  that  he  would  think  a  cruise,  for  which 
he  was  to  take  on  board  six  mouths'  provisions  and  during  which  he 
was  to  be  under  the  orders  of  Commodore  Jones,  was  accomplished  by 
the  little  trip  to  Bordeaux  and  the  return  above  mentioned,  and  that 
he  was  therefore  no  longer  under  those  orders.  Nor  could  I  iiuagine 
that  a  conditional  order  for  cruising  alone,  in  case  the  Bon  Homme  could 
not  be  read^^  in  time,  would,  if  she  was  ready,  and  they  sailed  together, 
be  construed  into  an  exemption  from  that  subordination  in  a  squadron 
which  regular  discipline  and  the  good  of  the  service  requires,  other- 
wise 1  should  certainly  have  removed  those  misapprehensions  by  fresh 
and  very  explicit  orders.  How  far  Captain  Landais  is  justifiable  in 
those  interpretations  and  his  consequent  conduct  must  be  left  to  his 
proper  judges. 

The  absence  of  Commodore  Jones  and  of  all  the  witnesses,  so  that 
none  of  them  could  be  cross-examined,  have  made  this  inquiry  very 
imperfect.  You  will  perceive  that  contradictions  api)ear  in  the  evidence 
on  both  sides  in  some  very  material  points.  Those,  with  my  ignorance 
in  the  maneuvering  of  ships  engaged,  and  their  possible  operations 
under  all  the  variety  of  circumstances  that  wind,  tide,  and  situation 
afford,  make  it  as  impracticable  for  me  to  form,  as  it  would  be  improper 
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for  me  without  authority  to  give,  a  judgment  iu  this  affair.  I  will  only 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  iu  favor  of  Captaiu  Landais  that,  notwith- 
standing the  mortal  quarrel  that  rose  between  them  at  sea,  it  does  not 
apijear  to  me  at  all  jjrobable  he  fired  into  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  with 
design  to  kill  Captain  Jones.  The  inquiry,  though  imperfect,  and  the 
length  of  it,  have,  however,  had  one  good  effect  in  preventing  hitherto 
a  duel  between  the  parties,  that  would  have  given  much  scaiulal,  and 
which  I  believe  will  now  not  take  i)lace,  as  both  expect  justice  from  a 
court-martial  in  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  etc. 


Dumas  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

AT  The  Hague,  March  15,  1780. 
Honored  Sirs  :  My  three  last  letters  were  of  the  30th  December 
last,  since  which  time  the  ice,  which  obstructed  our   waters,  and  my 
sickness,  have  not  permitted  me  to  continue  till  now.    I  send  you  here- 
with : 

(1)  A  plan  of  a  treaty  to  be  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  the  seven  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  as  soon  as  circum- 
stances will  X)ermit  it.  A  great  deal  of  its  materials  has  been  furnished 
me  by  the  ])eusionary  of  Amsterdam,  who,  as  well  as  his  excellency 
Franklin,  have  examined  and  corrected  it.  If  the  most  honorable  Con- 
gress will  be  pleased  to  do  the  same,  and  send  me  the  plan  back  again, 
with  powers  to  carry  on  a  negotiation  on  such  terms,  then  nothing  will 
remain  but  to  watch  opportunities,  which  may  perhaps  very  soon  present 
themselves. 

(2)  A  declaration  and  denunciation  of  the  principal  trading  cities  in 
Holland. 

(3)  A  copy  of  my  last  letter  to  the  great  pensionary  of  Holland. 

(4)  Summarj'  abstracts  of  my  letters  to  his  excellency  Franklin. 

(5)  Gazettes. 

I  am  told  his  excellency  Laurens  will  soon  come  over  here  as  pleni- 
potentiary.  I  shall  be  very  glad  of  it,  and  promise  to  be  his  Jidus 
Achates  in  every  sense,  for  the  public  as  well  as  his  own  service. 

I  i)ray  the  Almight}"  for  the  United  States,  for  the  most  honorable 
Congress,  and  for  you,  honored  sirs,  being,  with  very  great  respect. 
Your  most,  etc., 

Dumas. 
Permit  me  to  retain  always  my  motto  Concordia,  etc. 
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A.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.* 

L'Oeient,  March  15,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  By  the  bursting  of  the  lock  of  one  of  my  trunks  on  the 
journey  1  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  the  packet  of  M.  Gerard's  letters, 
among-  which  was  that  you  copied,  and  of  which  I  must  beg  you  to  send 
me  an  authenticated  copy.  Since  my  arrival  here  I  received  a  packet 
from  Congress,  which  came  by  the  Confederacy.  In  that  is  a  copy  of 
one  of  the  most  false  and  wicked  papers  I  have  read  upon  the  subject, 
given  into  Congress  by  Mr.  Carmichael.  In  that  he  says :  "1  have  fre- 
quently declared  that  Mr.  A.  Lee  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  court  of 
France.  My  reasons  for  this  declaration  are,  among  others,  the  Cheva- 
lier Grand  and  his  brother,  M.  Grand,  gentlemen  who  at  various  times 
acted  as  secret  agents  l)etween  the  commissioners  and  the  court  of 
France,  in  whose  assertions  I  placed  confidence,  because  I  saw  the 
court  intrusted  them  with  secrets  of  the  highest  importance,  and  be- 
cause I  never  found  myself  deceived  by  these  gentlemen  in  any  other 
information  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  them  while  employed  by 
the  commissioners  abroad.  1  was  informed  and  believe  that  this  want 
of  confidence  arose  from  information  given  by  M.  Garnier,  cliarge 
d'affaires  for  the  court  of  Versailles  at  Loudon."  You  will  obUge  me 
much  if  you  will  show  this  extract  to  M.  Grand  and  M.  Garnier,  and 
write  me  what  they  say  to  it.  I  always  entertained  and  do  still  enter- 
tain too  high  an  opinion  both  of  Mr.  Grand's  veracity  and  discretion  to 
believe  he  ever  told  ]\Ir.  Carmichael  what  he  here  asserts.  But  1  shall 
change  my  opinion  if  he  refuses  to  contradict  this  assertion,  since  it 
Las  been  made  with  a  manifest  design  of  injuring  me  and  imposing  upon 
Congress.  As  Mr.  Carmichael  could  not  know  that  these  gentlemen 
were  intrusted  with  secrets  of  tlie  liighest  importance  by  the  court  un- 
less they  communicated  those  secrets  to  him,  I  do  not  see  how  any 
other  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  what  Mr.  Carmichael  says  of  them 
but  that  either  they  were  not  so  trusted  or  that  they  betrayed  their 
trust  in  such  communication  to  him.  I  can  not  determine  whether  Mr. 
Deaue  or  Mr.  Carmichael  is  the  most  contemptible  liar.  And  I  con- 
fess to  you,  sir,  that  it  astonishes  me  that  such  contemptible  and  mani- 
festly malignant  i)erformances  should  have  had  the  smallest  iiitluence  on 
any  man  of  coiunion  sense  or  common  honesty  in  or  out  of  Congress. 
We  have  no  news  here,  nor  is  it  likely  we  shall  sail  this  month.  I  beg 
my  compliments  to  Mr.  Dana. 

With  the  greatest  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Arthur  Lee. 


7  J.  Adams'  Works,  VX,\. 


MARCH    16,  17S0.  551 

J.  Adams  to  Lovell.* 

PARIS,  March  IG,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received,  siuce  my  arrival  here,  your  favor  of  the 
16th  of  November,  1779.  I  shall  take  proper  notice  of  your  remarks 
upon  the  thirteenth  and  nineteenth  arlicles  of  the  treaty.  They  are 
botli  of  them  of  importance,  and,  as  to  the  last,  I  wish  for  an  instruction 
upon  it,  because  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made  that,  .whenever  a  serious 
negotiation  shall  be  commenced,  great  jiains  will  be  taken  for  the  ban- 
ished, although  little  attention  is  paid  to  them  now.  I  learned  yes- 
terday that  they  have  received  no  payment  of  their  pensions  these 
eighteen  mouths.  The  delay  is  colored  with  a  i^retense  of  waiting  for 
some  funds  for  Quebec,  which  have  been  stopped  by  the  interruption 
of  that  trade.  They  are  still  bitter,  as  I  am  told,  and  are  firmly  per- 
suaded tbat  America  can  not  hold  out  six  months  longer. 

You  assure  me  that  I  shall  not  be  without  the  orders  and  credit 
which  I  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  mine.  I  thank  you  for  this  assurance, 
which  is  conceived  in  such  strong  terms  tliat  one  wouhl  think  you  did 
not  expect  any  opi)Osition  to  it;  at  least  an  effectual  opposition.  I 
wish  there  may  not  be,  but  I  am  not  without  conjectures — I  Avill  not 
call  them  suspicions — upon  this  head.  Denying  them,  however,  woukl 
be  virtually  recalling  me  and  Mr.  Dana,  and  in  a  manner  the  most 
liumiliating  and  disgraceful.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  how  we  should  get 
away  from  our  creditors.  You  know  what  sort  of  minds  can  not  bear 
a  brother  near  the  throne ;  and  so  fair,  so  just,  so  economical  a  method 
would  not  escape  minds  of  so  much  ijenetration  as  a  refusal  to  lend 
money  without  orders.  I  am  not  sure,  however,  that  the  measure  would 
be  hazarded  in  the  present  circumstances  by  persons  by  whom  I  have 
been  treated  politely  enough  since  my  return. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  the  board  of  treasury  have  done  Avith 
my  accounts  ;  whether  they  have  passed  upon  them,  or  whether  there 
are  any  objections  to  them  and  what  they  are.  I  do  not  know  but 
I  was  indiscreet  in  sending  all  my  original  vouchers,  because  if  any 
of  them  should  be  lost  I  might  be  puzzled  to  explain  some  things. 
However,  I  know  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry  that  they  were  received, 
and  I  presume  they  will  be  preserved. 

I  wish  to  know  your  private  opinion  whether  Congress  will  continue 
Mr.  Dana  and  me  here  at  so  much  expense,  with  so  little  prospect  of 
having  anything  to  do  for  a  longtime — an  uncertain  time,  however — or 
whether  they  will  revoke  our  powers  and  recall  us  ;  or  what  they  will 
do  with  us.  A  situation  so  idle  and  inactive  is  not  agreeable  to  my 
genius;  yet  I  can  submit  to  it  as  well  as  any  man,  if  it  be  thought 
necessary  for  the  public  good.  I  will  do  all  the  service  I  can,  by  trans- 
mitting intelligence  and  in  every  other  way. 

You  must  have  observed  that  in  all  my  public  letters— and  indeed  in 
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a  great  measure  in  my  private  ones — I  Lave  cautiously  avoided  giving 
accounts  of  the  state  of  our  affairs  in  France.  I  liad  many  reasons  :fi)r 
this  caution.  In  general  I  was  sure  it  would  do  no  good,  and  I  doubted 
the  propriety  of  stating  facts  and  remarking  upon  characters  without 
giving  notice  of  it  to  the  persons  concerned  and  transmitting  the  eri- 
deuce.  There  is  no  end  of  conceiving  jealousies;  but  I  am  sure  that 
oflicers  of  government,  especially  foreign  ministers,  ought  not  to  attack 
and  accuse  one  another  upon  jealousies,  nor  without  full  proof;  nor  thjm 
without  notifying  the  party  to  answer  for  himself 

Thus  much  let  me  say,  however:  that  the  present  plan  of  having  a 
distinct  minister  in  Spain,  another  in  Holland,  and  another  to  treat 
with  Great  Britain,  and  having  secretaries  independent  of  ministers  is 
a  good  one.  I  pray  you  to  stand  by  it  with  the  utmost  firmness  if  it 
should  be  attacked  or  undermined.  If  you  revoke  the  powers  of  a  se  p- 
arate  minister  to  treat  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  you  ought  to 
revoke  the  former  powers  of  treating  with  all  the  courts  of  EurOi;)e 
which  were  given  to  the  commissioners  at  Passy ;  for  under  these 
authority  will  be  claimed  of  treating  with  the  English  if  my  powers  are 
revoked.  The  powers  of  treating  with  all  other  courts  ought  to  be 
separated  from  the  mission. 
Your  friend,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Cooper.* 

Passy,  March  16,  1780. 

Dear.  Sir  :  I  received  your  kind  favor  by  Captain  Ohavagnes,  which 
I  communicated  to  the  minister  of  marine,  who  was  much  pleased  wii;h 
the  character  you  give  of  the  captain.  1  have  also  yours  of  Novembf'T 
12,  by  your  grandson,  who  appears  a  very  promising  lad,  in  whom  I 
think  you  will  have  much  satisfaction.  He  is  in  a  boarding  school  juiit 
by  me,  and  was  well  last  Sunday,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  his  coin- 
pany  to  dinner  with  Mr.  Adams'  sons  and  some  other  young  Ameri- 
cans. He  will  soon  acquire  the  language,  and,  if  God  spares  his  lile, 
will  make  a  very  serviceable  man  to  his  country. 

It  gives  me  infinite  satisfaction  to  find  that  with  you  the  wisest  and 
best  among  our  people  are  so  hearty  in  endeavoring  to  strengthen  the 
alliance.  We  certainly  owe  much  to  this  nation;  and  we  shall  obtain 
much  more  if  the  same  prudent  conduct  towards  them  continues,  for 
they  really  and  strongly  wish  our  prosperity,  and  will  promote  it  by 
every  means  in  their  power.  But  we  should,  at  the  same  time,  do  as 
much  as  possible  for  ourselves,  and  not  ride  (as  we  say)  a  free  horse  to 
death.  There  are  some  Americans  returning  hence  with  whom  our  peo- 
ple should  be  upon  their  guard,  as  carrying  with  them  a  spirit  of  en- 
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mity  to  this  coiiiitrv.  ISTot  being  liked  here  themselves,  they  dislike  the 
people;  for  the  same  reasons,  indeed,  they  ought  to  dislike  all  that 
know  them. 

With  the  sincerest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend, 
yours,  most  affectionately, 

B.  Feanklin. 


Franklin  to  Griffin.* 

Passy,  March  16, 1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 

write  me.  and  shall  immediately  deliver  the  packet  it  recommends  to 

my  care.     I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  M.  Gerard 

what  you  hint  relative  to  our  entertaiuing  strangers  so  frequently  aud 

liberally,  as  is  the  custom  in  France.     But  he  has  traveled  in  Europe 

and  knows  the  modes  of  nations  differ.     The  French  are  convivial,  live 

much  at  one  another's  tables,  and  are  glad  to  feast  travelers.     In  Italy 

aud  Spain  a  stranger,  however  recommended,  rarely  dines  at  the  house 

of  any  gentleman,  but  lives  at  his  inn.     The  Americans  hold  a  medium. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Franklin  to  Iiovell.t 

PASSY,  Monk  16,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  Marquis  dela  Fayette,  our  firm  and  constant  friend, 
returning  to  America,  I  have  written  a  long  letter  by  him  to  the  Presi- 
dent, of  which  a  copy  goes  by  this  ship.  M.  Gerard  has  since  arrived, 
and  I  have  received  the  despatches  you  mentioned  to  me,  but  no  letter 
in  answer  to  mine,  a  very  long  one,  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  nor 
any  acknowledgement  that  it  came  to  hand. 

By  the  many  newspapers  and  pamphlets  I  send  you  will  see  the  pres- 
ent state  of  European  affairs  in  general.  Ireland  continues  to  insist  on 
complete  liberty  and  will  probably  obtain  it.  The  meetings  of  counties 
in  England  and  the  committees  of  correspondence  they  appoint  alarm 
a  good  deal  the  ministry,  especially  since  it  has  been  proposed  to 
elect  out  of  each  committee  a  few  persons  to assemblein  London,  which, 
if  carried  into  execution,  will  forma  kind  of  congress  that  will  have 
more  of  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  people  than  the  old  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  nation  is  not  too  corrupt,  as  I  rather  think  it  is,  some 
considerable  reformation  of  internal  abuses  may  be  expected  from  this. 
With  regard  to  us,  the  only  advantage  to  be  reasonably  expected  from 
it  is  a  peace,  the  general  bent  of  the  nation  being  for  it. 

•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State, 
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The  success  of  Admiral  Eodney's  fleet  against  our  allies  has  a  little 
elated  our  eneuiies  for  the  present,  and  probably  they  will  not  now 
think  of  proposing  it.  If  the  approaching  campaign,  for  which  great 
preparations  are  making  here,  should  end  disadvautageously  to  them, 
they  will  be  more  treatable,  for  their  debts  and  taxes  are  daily  becoming 
more  burdensome,  while  their  commerce,  the  source  of  their  wealth, 
diminishes,  and  though  they  have  flattered  themselves  with  obtaining 
assistance  from  Russia  and  other  powers,  it  does  not  appear  they  are 
likely  to  succeed;  on  the  contrary,  they  are  in  danger  of  losing  the  neu- 
trality of  Holland. 

Their  conduct  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  very 
unjust.  After  long  suspense  and  affected  delays  for  the  purpose  of 
wearing  out  our  poor  people  they  have  Anally  refused  to  deliver  us  a 
man  in  exchange  for  those  set  at  liberty  by  our  cruisers  on  parole.  A 
letter  which  I  enclose  from  Captain  Mitchell  will  show  the  treatment 
of  the  late  flags  of  truce  from  Boston.  There  is  no  gaining  anything 
from  these  barbarians  by  advances  of  civility  or  humanity. 

Enclosed  I  send  for  Congress  the  justification  of  this  court  against 
the  accusation  published  in  the  late  English  memorials. 
With  great  esteem,  etc. 

B.  Franklin. 


A.  Lee  to  Jay.* 

L'Oktent,  Mnreh  17,  1780. 

Sir:  I  had  not  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  dated  2()th  of  Jan- 
uary till  this  day  ami  at  this  i)lace,  where  I  am  to  embark  as  soon  as 
the  Alliance  is  ready.  Your  letter  had  a  double  seal  upon  it,  the  under- 
most seeiningto  be  a  head,  and  the  one  above  being  a  coat  of  arms,  but 
what  I  can  not  clearly  make  out.  I  mention  this,  that  you  may  judge 
whether  these  seals  were  of  your  applying. 

Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  concern 
for  the  dangers  and  suflerings  which  you  and  your  family  experienced 
in  your  passage,  and  to  congratulate  you  and  my  country  on  your  safe 
arrival  in  Europe. 

I  waited  some  time  in  Paris  after  I  received  notice  of  your  appoint- 
ment in  expectation  of  your  arrival,  that  I  might  communicate  many 
lhin<i-s  to  you  in  a  persoiuil  interview  which  cannot  be  committed  to 
paper.  It  would  have  given  me  very  great  pleasure  to  obtain  for  you 
those  recommendations  to  the  confidence  of  some  of  the  first  persons  at 
the  court  of  Madrid  that  were  promised  me,  which  might  have  been. 
effected  by  making  you  personally  acquainted  with  those  who  were  to 
give  them. 

The  copies  of  memoirs  and  the  letters  which  I  wrote  to  Congress 
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contained  in  general  what  you  do  me  the  honor  of  asking.  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  you  will  find  a  favorable  disposition  where  you 
wish.  There  is  no  court  in  Europe  at  wliich  secrecy  will  so  much  rec- 
ommend a  negotiator  as  that  to  which  you  are  destined;  insomuch 
that,  as  far  as  you  can  keep  the  capital  parts  of  your  negotiation  entirely 
to  your  own  breast,  you  will  have  reason  to  think  it  prudent.  You  are 
to  negotiate  with  a  i)eople  of  honor  and  a  ministry  of  wisdom.  They 
will  propose  fairly  and  perform  faithfully.  You  will  not  be  embarrassed 
by  intrigue,  at  least  none  of  Spanish  origin,  nor  will  it  be  advantageous 
to  employ  any.  These  considerations,  together  with  the  good  sense  and 
great  abilities  for  which  you  are  distinguished,  make  me  hope,  sir,  that 
you  will  accomplish  with  facility  the  important  purposes  of  your  mission 
to  the  advantage  of  our  country  and  to  your  own  honor. 

The  house  of  Gardoqui  has  executed  what  was  intrusted  to  them  with 
diligence,  and  as  far  as  1  can  judge  with  fidelity.  They  therefore  de- 
serve your  confidence.  There  is  due  to  them  from  the  public  12,000 
livres,  which  they  advanced  for  the  freight  of  goods  sent  to  Congress, 
and  which,  as  it  was  done  without  my  knowledge,  I  had  made  no  pro- 
vision for,  and  therefore  could  not  repay  it.  The  part  of  the  prize  money 
due  to  the  public  for  the  prizes  sent  into  the  i)orts  of  Spain  by  Captain 
Cunningham  was  never  remitted  to  me,  nor  has  the  account  been  settled 
to  my  knowledge. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  care  of  the  letters  for  me.  As  I  shall  cer- 
tainly have  quitted  Europe  before  they  can  reach  me,  I  must  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  enclose  them  to  Mr.  Lovell  with  the  first  despatches 
which  you  send  to  Congress. 

If  an  entire  stranger  may  be  permitted  to  offer  his  homage  to  your 
lady,  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  sir,  to  make  mine  acceptable  to  Mrs,  .Jay. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Arthur  Lee. 


W.  Lee  to  J,  Adams.* 

Uruxelles,  March  17,  1780, 
Dear  Sir  :  1  understand  that  our  enemies  have  now  in  contempla- 
tion the  offering  some  terms  to  America,  which  go  no  further  than  a 
truce;  probably  somewhat  similar  to  the  propositions  made  last  year 
by  Spain  to  Great  Britain. 

Though  I  am  not  informed  of  the  terms  of  peace  with  which  you  are 
charged,  nor  whether  your  powers  are  discretionary,  I  trust  you  will 
not  think  it  an  intrusion  in  me  to  offer  my  sentiments  on  such  a  propo- 
sition as  a  truce  for  America,  supposing  it  should  be  made. 

A  truce  with  America  must,  of  course,  accompany  a  peace  in  Europe; 
in  that  case  our  enemies,  after  recovering  from  their  present  exhausted 
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state,  having  their  liands  clear  of  European  troubles,  would  have  th^eir 
whole  strength  to  employ  against  America;  for  I  conceive  that  with 
such  a  prospect  before  them  there  would  uot  be  the  most  distant  prob- 
ability of  agreeing  on  a  peace  before  the  expiration  of  the  time. 

lu  America  we  must  keep  up  a  great  military  and  naval  establish- 
ment to  prevent  our  being  taken  by  surprise  at  nearly'  as  great  an  ex- 
pense as  we  are  now  at  in  war,  and  besides  risk  the  dreadful  misfortunes 
wliich  have  almost  universally  attended  standing  armies  and  a  heav^^ 
load  of  debt  on  the  state.  I  can  not  suppose  it  possible  that  France 
and  Spain  would  consent  to  a  truce  with  America  while  the  war  is  to 
continue  between  Great  Britain  and  them ;  but  if  they  should,  woiild 
it  be  wise  in  America  to  accept  of  a  truce  on  such  terms,  and  tolet<//ar 
allies  run  the  hazard  of  being  destroyed,  that  we  may  become  an  easy 
prey  afterwards  ? 

These  are  some  of  the  evident  objections  to  a  truce  in  any  shape,  v.or 
can  I  see  any  possible  argument  in  its  favor,  though  I  know  there  ',,re 
some  Americans,  though  well-intentioned  but  visionary  geniuses,  whose 
beads  run  much  on  the  idea  of  a  truce;  but  I  hope  nothing  will  be 
attended  to  unless  they  are  fair,  open,  and  honorable  propositions  for  a 
substantial  and  lasting  peace,  in  which  blessed  work  I  most  heartily 
wish  you  speedy  and  full  success.  The  Dutch  are  in  a  very  disturbed 
state.  As  yet  there  does  not  seem  to  be  a  probability  of  their  taking;  a 
decided  and  open  i)art  with  us  in  the  war.  The  influence  and  power  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  are  unfortunately  too  great  to  i^ermit  them  to 
adopt  those  measures  which  their  honor  and  interest  direct,  and  which 
1  believe  a  great  majority  of  the  people  wish.  The  i)rince  is  retained 
against  us  by  the  flattering  prospect  of  marrying  his  daughter  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales;  but  in  Europe,  where  everything  is  bought  and  sold, 
France  and  Sj)ain  may  do  great  things,  for  the  confidant  and  director 
of  the  i)rince  is  as  mercenary  a  wretch  as  can  be  i"ound  in  England  or 
even  in  Scotland. 

We  siiall  probably  see  Mr.  Laurens  here  on  his  way  to  Holland ;  but 
if  he  does  not  pass  through  this  town,  I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you 
for  giving  me  any  interesting  public  intelligence  that  he  brings. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  respects  to  Mr.  Dana  ;  and  if  I  can  be  of 
any  service  here  in  promoting  the  great  work  you  have  in  hand,  or  in 
rendering  any  services  to  our  country,  I  shall  be  always  happy  in  receiv- 
ing your  commands. 

Being  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  obedient 
servant, 

W.  Lee. 
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.    J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Alarch  18,  1780. 

Sir  :  We  have  this  moment  the  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  convoy 
from  St.  Domingo,  with  sixty  sail  of  merchant  vessels,  which  is  a  great 
event  for  this  country. 

It  is  also  reported  that  ten  sail  of  Spanish  ships  of  the  line,  with  ten 
battalions  of  land  forces,  have  sailed,  and  their  destination  is  sup- 
posed to  be  ]!^orth  America. 

The  armament  i)repariug  at  Brest  is  thus  described  in  one  of  the 
jjublic  papers :  The  Count  du  Chaffault  de  Bresne,  lieutenant-general  of 
the  naval  forces  of  France,  has  taken  leave  of  the  king,  being  presented 
to  his  majesty  by  M.  de  Sartine.  The  report  runs  that  orders  have 
been  sent  on  the  29th  of  February  for  the  officers  who  are  at  Faris  to 
join  their  regiuients  upon  the  coasts  by  the  15th  of  March,  and  that 
eight  regiments  are  to  embark  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de 
liochambeau.  These  regiments  are  that  of  Anhalt,  whereof  the  Marquis 
de.  Bergen  is  colonel  in  second ;  Anvergne,  colonel-commandant  the 
Viscount  de  Laval,  and  in  second  the  Conite  de  Lamette;  Bourbonnois, 
colonel  commandant  the  Marquis  de  Laval,  and  in  second  the  Viscount 
de  Kochambeau;  Neustrie,  colonel-commandant  the  Count  de  Guibert, 
and  in  second  the  Viscount  le  Veneur ;  Romergne,  colonel-command- 
ant the  Viscount  de  Custine,  and  in  second  the  Marquis  du  Ludec ; 
Eoyal  Corse,  colonel-commandant  the  Marquis  du  Luc,  and  in  second 
tbe  Count  of  Pontevez;  Royal  Deux  Pouts,  colonel-commandant  the 
Count  de  deux  Fonts;  Saintonge,  colonel-commandant  the  Viscount  de 
Beranger  and  in  second  the  Marquis  de  Themines.  It  is  asserted  that 
there  will  be  added  a  detachment  of  artillery,  and  that  the  Baron  de 
V^^eneuil,  the  Count  de  Chastellux,  and  the  Count  de  Witgeustein  will 
ei/ibark  with  these  troops,  and  that  the  Due  de  Lazun  will  have  the 
command  of  a  body  of  twelve  hundred  volunteers,  and  be  joined  to  the 
armament  under  the  Count  de  liochambeau.  All  these  troops,  as  it  is 
believed,  will  em])ark  at  Brest,  and  go  out  under  the  convoy  of  the 
Count  du  Chaft'ault  de  Bresne. 

They  add  that  he  will  have  more  than  thirty-seven  ships  of  the  line 
under  his  command,  destined  foran  expedition  whereof  the  genuineobject 
is  yet  unknown.  Many  other  regiments  have  also  orders  to  march  down 
nearer  to  those  upon  the  seacoast,  and  there  are  many  vessels  taken 
ui)OU  freight  for  the  service  of  the  king  in  the  different  i)orts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  freight  at  Havre  is  thirty  livres  a  ton,  on  condition  that 
the  owner  furnish  his  vessel  for  twelve  months.  They  say  the  Prince  de 
Conde  will  go  and  command  upon  the  coast  of  Brittany  with  the  Count 
de  Vaux. 
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By  a  letter  I  just  now  received  from  nolhiii«l  I  iiiii  told  that  the 
^raiid  business  is  done  betweeu  the  northern  powers  on  a  Ibotiuj^  very 
convenient  for  Holland,  as  it  must  compel  the  English  to  cease  inter- 
rupting the  trade  of  the  neutral  powers.  This  would  be  more  beneinjial 
to  France  and  Spain  tluin  to  Holland,  by  facilitating  the  acquisition  of 
ship  timber,  liem[),  and  all  other  things  for  the  supply  of  their  arsenals 
of  the  marine.  A  principal  branch  of  the  British  policy  has  ever  been 
to  prevent  the  growth  of  the  navies  of  their  enemies  by  intercepting 
their  supplies. 

What  gives  further  countenance  to  this  letter  and  the  reports  to  the 
same  puri)ose  which  have  betm  some  time  circulated  is  an  article  in 
the  Mercure  de  France,  enclosed.  They  talk  of  a  siuintuple  alliance 
which  has  been  concluded  between  Sweden,  Denmark,  liussia,  Prussia, 
and  thi.>  United  Provinces  for  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  of  the  flags 
of  these  powers.  Congress  will  see  also  another  paragraph  from  Lon- 
don which  favors  this  idea;  that  the  Baron  de  Nolker,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary from  Sweden,  had  declared  that  if  the  convoy  of  his  nation  was 
not  released  forthwith,  with  an  indemnification  forexpenses  and  losses, 
he  had  orders  to  quit  the  court  of  London  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Some  other  paragraphs  seem   to  show  the  Dutch  in  earnest  about 
equip[>ing  a  res]>ectable  naval  force  of  fifty-two  vessels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Reed,  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.* 

Passy,  March  19,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  just  received  the  pamphlet  you  did  me  the  honor  to  send 
rae  by  M.  Gerard,  and  have  read  it  with  pleasure.  Not  only  as  the 
clear  state  of  facts  it  does  you  honor,  but  as  it  proves  the  falsehood  of 
a  man,  who  also  showed  no  regard  to  truth  in  what  he  said  of  me, 
"  that  I  approved  of  the  propositions  he  carried  over.^^  The  truth  is  this : 
His  brother,  Mr.  Pulteiiey,  came  here  with  those  propositions  ;  and  after 
stipulating  that,  if  I  did  not  approve  of  them,  I  should  not  speak  of 
them  to  any  person,  he  communicated  them  to  me.  I  told  him  fraidily, 
oji  his  desiring  to  know  my  sentiments,  that  I  did  not  approve  of  them, 
and  that  I  was  sure  they  avould  not  he  accepted  in  America.  But  I  said 
there  are  two  other  commissioners  here ;  1  will,  if  you  please,  show 
your  propositions  to  them,  and  you  will  hear  their  opinions.  I  will  also 
show  them  to  the  ministry  here,  without  whose  knowledge  and  concur- 
rence we  can  take  no  step  in  such  affairs.  No,  said  he,  as  you  do  not 
approve  of  them,  it  can  answer  no  purpose  to  show  them  to  anybody 

*2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  99  ;  7  Bigelow's  Franklin,  41 ;  8  Sparks'  Frankliu,  443. 
See,  as  siistaiuiiig  this  letter,  Frankliu  to  Pulteney,  March  30,  1778,  siq)ra,  and  also 
notice  of  Pulteney,  in  Introduction,  v^  203. 
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else;  the  reasons  tlnit  weigh  with  you  will  silso  weigh  with  them  ; 
therelVjie  1  now  pray  that  no  njention  ujaj'  be  made  of  my  having  been 
here  or  my  business.  To  this  I  agreed,  and  therefore  nothing  could  be 
more  astonishing  to  me  than  to  see  in  an  American  newspaper  that 
direct  lie,  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Johnstone,  joined  with  two  other  false- 
hoods relating  to  the  time  of  the  treaty  and  to  the  opinion  of  Spain. 

In  proof  of  the  above  I  enclose  a  certificate  of  a  friend  of  Mr.  Pulte- 
uey's,  the  only  person  present  at  our  interview  ;  *  and  1  do  it  the  ratiier 
at  this  time,  because  I  am  informed  that  another  calumniator  (the  same 
who  formerly,  in  his  private  letters  to  particular  members,  accused  you, 
with  Messrs.  Jay,  Duane,  Langdon,  and  Harrison,  of  betraying  the 
secrets  of  Congress  in  a  correspondence  with  the  ministry)  has  made 
this  transaction  with  Mr.  Pulteney  an  article  of  accusation  against  me 
as  having  approved  the  same  propositions.  He  proposes,  I  understand, 
to  settle  in  your  government.  I  caution  you  to  beware  of  him ;  for  in 
sowing  suspicions  and  jealousies,  in  creating  misunderstandings  and 
quarrels  among  friends,  in  malice,  subtility,  and  indefatigable  industry 
he  has,  I  think,  no  equal. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  continue  to  preside  in  our  new  State,  as  it 
shows  that  your  public  conduct  is  approved  by  the  people.  You  have 
had  a  difficult  time,  which  rc(piired  abundance  of  prudence,  and  you  have 
been  equal  to  the  occasion.  The  disputes  about  the  constitution  seem  to 
have  subsided.  It  is  much  admired  here  and  all  over  Europe,  and 
will  draw  over  many  families  of  fortune  to  settle  under  it  as  soon  as 

*  To  13.  FitANKLix  : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  send  you  ailjoined  tlio  certiticato  you  desiro,  and  am  jierfectly  con- 
vinced, from  conversations  I  have  since  bad  witU  Mr.  Pulteney,  that  nobody  was 
autborized  to  boUl  tbo  language  wbicb  bas  been  imputed  to  bim  on  tbat  subject ;  and 
as  I  bave  a  bigb  opinion  of  bis  candor  and  worth,  I  know  it  must  be  painful  to  bim 
to  be  brought  into  question  m  matters  of  fact  with  persons  be  esteems.  I  could  wish 
tbat  this  matter  may  receive  no  further  x)ublicity  tbau  what  is  necessary  for  your 
justification. 

I  am,  etc., 

W.  Alexander. 

Paris,  March  19,  1780. 
I  do  hereby  certify  whom  it  may  concern  that  I  was  with  Mr.  Pulteney  and  Dr. 
Franklin  at  Paris  when,  in  a  conversation  between  them  on  the  subject  of  certain 
propositions  for  a  reconciliation  with  America,  oftered  by  Mr.  Pulteney,  Dr.  Franklin 
said,  he  did  not  approve  of  them,  nor  did  bo  think  they  would  be  approved  in  Amer- 
ica, but  tbat  be  would  communicate  them  to  bis  colleagues  and  the  French  ministry. 
This  Mr.  Pulteney  opposed,  saying  that  it  would  answer  uo  good  end,  as  he  was  per- 
suaded that  what  weighed  with  Dr.  Franklin  Avould  weigh  also  with  them;  and 
therefore  desired  that  no  mention  might  be  made  of  bis  having  offered  such  proposi- 
tions, or  even  of  his  having  been  here  on  such  business,  but  that  the  whole  might  be 
buried  in  oblivion,  agreeable  to  what  had  been  stipulated  by  Mr.  Pulteney  and  agreed 
to  by  Dr.  Franklin  l)efore  the  propositions  were  produced,  which  Dr.  Franklin 
accordingly  promised. 

W.  Alexander. 
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there  is  a  peace.     The  detects  that  may,  on  seveu  years'  trial,  befoaad 
iu  it  can  be  aiueuded  wlieii  the  time  comes  for  cousidering  them. 

With  great  aud  siucere  esteem  aud  respect,  I  have  the  houor  to  be, 
etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  19,  1780. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  a  paper  of  the  10th  of  March  which  was  accidentally 
omitted  to  be  enclosed  in  the  season  of  it. 

There  are  two  articles  of  intelligence  which  ought  not  to  escape  our 
observation,  because  they  have  relation  to  the  armament  equipping  at 
Brest,  although  I  do  not  suppose  them  of  much  consequence.  The  first 
is  of  a  small  squadron  of  frigates,  which  is  said  to  have  sailed  from 
Portsmouth  on  the  2Sth  of  February,  in  consequence  of  orders  sent 
from  the  admiralty  on  the  22d,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Mar- 
shall, who  is  ou  board  the  Emerald,  of  thirty-two  guns.  The  others 
are  the  Hussar,  of  thirty-two,  the  tSurprise,  of  twenty  eight,  the  Squir- 
rel, aud  Heart  of  Oalc,  of  twenty  ;  the  sloops,  the  Beavcfs  Prize,  of  four- 
teen, the  TfoZ/and  the  Wasi),  of  eight,  with  the  cutters  the  JV^mm^/c,  and 
the  (Jri/fiii.  It  is  thought  that  this  little  squadron  is  gone  to  make  a 
cruise  on  the  coast  of  France,  to  hinder  the  transports  assembled  in 
different  ports  from  going  out,  or  even  to  destroy  them,  if  that  shall  be 
found  to  be  possible.  There  is  not,  however,  much  to  be  dreaded  from 
this  squadron  so  near  the  neighborhood  of  Brest. 

The  other  paragraph  discovers  the  marks  of  mOre  ingenuity  and  less 
truth — it  is  taken  from  the  Euglish  papers — that  Captain  Jarvis,  in  the 
Foudroyant,  of  eighty  guns,  who  has  been  out  upon  a  cruise  with  a 
small  division  in  the  month  of  the  channel,  has  returned  to  Plymouth 
and  gone  to  court,  to  be  himself  the  bearer  to  government  of  dispatches 
of  great  importance  from  the  court  of  Franco  to  Congress,  found  on 
board  a  sloop  which  on  her  passage  to  Philadelphia  fell  into  his  hands. 
It  is  asserted  that  these  dispatches  contain  an  ample  detail  of  the  oper- 
ations concerted  between  the  court  of  Versailles  and  Dr.  Franklin, 
among  which  the  most  probable  is  the  project  of  attacking  Halifax, 
which  is  to  be  made  by  a  body  of  troops  from  New  England  and  by  a 
detachment  of  French  troops  very  considerable  by  sea  and  land. 

This  momenta  letter  from  London  of  the  10th  of  March  informs  me 
that  a  packet  boat  is  arrived  from  Jamaica,  which  sailed  the  20th  of 
January,  with  accounts  that  Fort  Omoa  is  again  in  possession  of  Spain. 
That  an  English  man-of-war  has  taken  a  Spanish  ship-of-war  bound  to 
South  America  with  stores.  She  was  pierced  for  sixty- four,  but  car- 
ried only  fifty-two  guns.     The  Jamaica  fleet  sailed  on  the  24th  of  Jan- 
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uary,  convoyed  slightly  with  two  titties  and  two  frigates,  about  forty 
merchautmeii  iu  all.     Nothing  yet  from  America,  but  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved that  a  storm  has  separated  and  dispersed  Clinton's  fleet,  in- 
tended for  the  southern  expedition. 
I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  20, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  at  length  received  a  parcel  of  English  papers,  which  1 
have  the  honor  to  enclose  with  this  to  Congress.  They  are  the  General 
Advertiser  aud  the  Morning  Post,  both  of  which  I  shall  for  the  future 
be  able  to  transmit  regularly  every  week.  Congress  will  see  that  these 
papers  are  of  opposite  parties,  one  being  manifestly  devoted  to  the 
court  and  the  ministry  and  the  majority,  the  other  to  the  opposition, 
the  committees,  the  associations,  and  petitions.  Between  both  I  hope 
Congress  will  be  informed  of  the  true  facts. 

There  is  the  appearance  of  a  piquancy  and  keenness  in  the  temper  of 
the  opposite  parties,  by  their  WTitings  and  paragraphs  in  these  papers, 
that  looks  like  the  commencement  of  a  serious  quarrel. 

By  the  virulence  of  the  manner  in  which  such  characters  as  Keppel, 
Howe,  Burgoyne,  Eichmond,  Shelburue,  Kockingham,  etc.,  are  treated 
it  should  seem  that  the  ministry  were  exasperated  to  a  greater  degree 
of  rancor  than  ever,  and  that  they  were  thoroughly  alarmed  and  deter- 
mined to  throw  the  last  die.  Time  and  the  events  of  war  will  decide 
what  will  be  the  consequences  of  these  heated  passions. 

By  a  conversation  this  morning  with  the  Viscount  de  Noailles,  I  am 
led  to  fear  that  the  tleet  from  Brest  will  not  be  able  to  put  to  sea  before 
the  10th  of  April.  This  will  be  about  the  time  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay- 
ette will  arrive  in  America.  He  sailed  from  Ilochelle  the  13th  of  this 
mouth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  Franklin,  t 

CADIZ,  March  20,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  day  drawn  bills  on  your  excellency  for  three 

thousand  Ave  hundred  and  ninety-isix  livres  thirteen  sols  in  favor  of 

Messrs.  Jacques  le  Content  Laur*.  (Content  &  Company)  payable  in 

ninety  days  from  the  date.     1  can  not  omit  this  opportunity  of  express- 
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iiig-  to  you  tlie  obligations  I  am  iiiuler  to  the  gentlemeu  of  this  house, 
as  weP  for  their  particular  civilities  to  me  as  their  atteutiou  to  all 
Americans  in  general. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  Sartine.* 

Passy,  3tarch  20,  1780. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  excellency's  opinion,  expressed  in  the 
letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  on  the  14th  of  October 
last,  that  I  should  send  for  Captain  Landais  to  Paris  to  give  an  account 
of  his  conduct  respecting  the  late  engagement  with  the  ^cmpis,  where- 
in it  had  appeared  to  your  excellency  "that  if  the  frigate  Alliance, 
which  he  commanded,  had  seconded  the  Bonhomme  Bichard,  by  engaging 
at  the  same  time,  the  advantage  gained  by  Commodore  Jones  would 
have  been  sooner  obtained,  have  cost  fewer  lives,  and  not  have  left  the 
Bonhomme  Richard  in  such  a  condition  as  to  sink  in  thirty-six  hours 
after  the  combat."  I  immediately  wrote  to  the  said  Captain  Landais, 
acquainting  him  with  that  and  other  charges  against  him,  and  directing 
him  to  render  himself  here,  and  to  bring  with  him  such  evidence  as  he 
could  obtain  and  should  think  proper  for  his  justification  ;  and  I  wrote 
at  the  same  time  to  the  commodore,  acquainting  him  with  this  step,  and 
directing  him  to  send  me  the  evidence  he  had  to  support  the  charges 
against  Captain  Landais  contained  in  his  letters.  Captain  Landais,  who 
had  also  himself  desired  of  me  to  order  an  inquiry,  was  necessarily  de- 
tained some  time  after  in  Holland,  sundry  accidents,  such  as  the  delay 
of  Commodore  Jones'  expected  proofs,  and  the  indisposition  at  dif- 
ferent times  of  myself  and  Captain  Landais,  have  drawn  the  iuqniry 
to  a  length  unexpected,  and  after  all  I  find  so  much  contradiction  in 
the  declarations  of  the  parties  and  in  the  written  evidence  adduced  in 
support  of  them,  and  such  an  insufliciency  of  marine  knowledge  in  my- 
self, when  all  the  i)ossibilities  are  to  be  considered  of  this  or  that 
maneuver  of  a  ship  under  the  various  circumstances  of  wind,  tide,  and 
situation,  that  I  can  not  presume,  even  if  I  had  the  authority  for  so 
doing,  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  Captain  Landais,  or  to  advise  the  Con- 
gress to  erase  his  name  from  the  list  of  their  sea  officers.  His  regular 
trial  will  be  before  a  court-martial,  consisting  of  a  competent  number 
of  such  officers,  which  can  only  be  found  in  America,  and  to  that  I 
must  therefore  refer  him.  That  court  will  judge  how  far  he  is  chargea- 
ble with  disobedience  to  orders,  delay  in  coming  to  the  assistance  of 
the  commodore,  or  neglect  of  taking  the  merchant  ships.  I  will  only 
venture  to  give  your  excellency  an  opinion  of  mine  in  his  favor,  that 
his  firing  into  that  ship  instead  of  the  Serapis,  if  that  fact  should  be 
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found  clear,  could  never  have  been  the  effect  of  design,  but  merely  from 
accident,  occasioned  by  the  night  or  the  natural  spreading-  of  shot;  for 
though  it  appeared  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry  that  a  mortal  quarrel 
had  ariseii  during-  the  cruise  between  the  commodore  and  him,  human 
nature  is  not  yet  so  depraved  as  to  hazard  the  killing  of  many  for  the 
chance  of  hurting  one,  nor  is  it  probable  that  if  Captain  Landais  had 
given  such  orders  his  people  would  have  obeyed  them.  All  I  can  fur- 
ther do  is  to  transmit  to  Congress  copies  of  the  minutes  of  the  inquiry, 
with  the  papers  produced,  and  to  leave  Captain  Landais  at  liberty  to 
return  to  America  in  order  to  a  trial.  The  inquiry,  imperfect  as  it  is, 
has,  however,  had  one  good  etiect,  the  preventing  a  duel  in  Holland  be- 
tween those  officers,  which  might  have  proved  fatal  to  one  or  both  of 
them,  and  would,  at  best,  have  occasioned  much  inconvenient  rumor, 
scandal,  dispute,  and  dissensions  prejudicial  to  our  affairs. 

With  tlie  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  hoiior  to  be,  sir,  your  excel- 
lency's most  obedient  J  etc. 


J.  Adams  to  "W.  Lee.* 

Paris,  March  21,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  favor  from  Brussels  of  the  17rh 
of  this  month,  and  I  thank  you  for  this  instance  of  your  atttention  to 
me. 

Considering-  the  state  of  Ireland,  and  the  spirit  that  seems  to  be  ris- 
ing in  England,  which  has  already  attained  such  a  height  as  to  baffle 
the  minister  and  the  East  India  Com[)any,  and  to  carry  many  votes  in  the 
House  of  Commons  almost  to  a  balance  with  him  and  even  some  against 
him,  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  terms  such  as  you  mention 
should  be  ottered  to  America ;  nor  should  I  be  surjtrised  if  another  ru- 
mor, which  was  propagated  at  the  Palais  lioyal  this  day,  should  prove 
true,  that  a  great  change  is  made  or  to  be  made  in  the  ministry,  and 
that  the  Lords  Shelburiie  and  Eockingham,  Burke,  etc.,  are  in.  Yet 
I  have  no  proper  accounts  of  either. 

Whatever  may  be  my  powers  or  instructions,  cr  whether  I  have  any 
or  not,  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  sentiments  on  such  a 
proposition  as  a  truce  for  America,  supposing  it  should  be  made.  Your 
arguments  are  of  great  weight,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  attended  to 
by  every  one,  whoever  he  may  be,  who  shall  be  called  to  giv^e  an  opin- 
ion upon  such  a  great  question.  You  will  not  expect  me  at  present  to 
give,  if  it  is  proper  for  me  even  to  form,  any  decided  opinion  upon  it. 
Yet  thus  much  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  having  had  so  long  an  ex- 
perience of  the  policy  of  our  enemies,  I  am  persuaded,  from  the  whole 
of  it,  if  they  propose  a  truce,  it  will  not  be  with  an  expectation  or  de- 
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sire  that  America  should  accept  it,  but  merely  to  try  oue  experiment 
more  to  deceive,  divide,  aud  seduce,  in  order  to  govern. 

You  observe  that  the  heads  of  some  well-intended,  though  visionary, 
Americans  run  much  u[)OU  a  truce.  I  have  seen  aud  heard  enough  to 
be  long  since  convinced  that  the  Americans  in  Europe  are  by  no  means 
an  adequate  representation  of  those  ou  the  other  side  of  the  water. 
They  neither  feel  nor  reason  like  them  in  general.  I  should,  therefore, 
upon  all  occasions  hear  their  arguments  with  attention,  weigh  them 
with  care,  but  be  sure  never  to  tollow  them  when  I  knew  them  to  differ 
from  the  body  of  their  countrymen  at  home. 

You  say  the  Dutch  are  disturbed.  Do  you  wonder  at  it  ?  They  have 
been  kicked  by  the  English  as  no  reasonable  man  would  kick  a  dog. 
They  have  been  whipped  by  them  as  no  sober  postilion  would  whip  a 
hackney-coach  horse.  Can  they  submit  to  all  this  upon  any  principle 
which  would  not  oblige  them  to  submit  if  the  English  were  to  bombard 
Amsterdam  or  cut  away  their  dikes  1 

I  wish  I  knew  the  name  of  the  principal  conlidant  aud  director  of 
the  prince,  whom  you  mention. 

I  am  very  anxious  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  but  suspect 
you  wdl  learn  it  iirst.     Mr.  Dana  returns  his  respects  to  you. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  offers  of  service;  nothing  can  oblige  me 
more  than  to  communicate  to  me  any  intelligence  of  the  designs  of  our 
enemies  in  politics  or  war  and  their  real  aud  pretended  forces  by  sea 
and  land.  Pray,  what  is  the  foundation  of  the  story  of  a  quintuple 
alliance  between  Holland,  Sweden,  Russia,  Prussia,  and  Denmark  1 
1  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergenues.* 

Paris,  March  21, 1780. 

Sir:  In  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the 
24th  of  February  your  excellency  i)ropased  that  the  principal  object  of 
my  mission  should  be  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  France  when  it  should 
make  mention  of  my  presentation  to  the  king  and  royal  family. 

In  the  answer  to  this  letter,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  ou  the 
25th  of  February,  1  informed  your  excellency  that  I  should  not  think 
myself  at  liberty  to  make  any  publication  of  my  powers  to  treat  of 
peace  until  they  should  have  been  announced  in  the  Gazette.  It  was 
ou  the  7th  of  March  that  I  had  the  honor  to  be  presented  to  the  king 
and  royal  famdy,  but  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  it  in  the  Gazette  of 
France.  Whether  the  omission  is  accidental,  or  whether  it  is  owing  to 
any  alteration  in  your  excellency's  sentiments,  I  am  not  able  to  deter- 
mine. 
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Your  excellency  will  excuse  the  trouble  I  give  you  on  this  occasion, 
as  it  arises  wholly  from  a  desire  to  be  able  at  all  times  to  render  an 
account  to  my  sovereign  of  the  motives  and  reasons  of  my  own  conduct. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

At  The  HaCtUE,  March  21,  1780. 

Most  Honored  Sir:  Honored  since  many  years  with  the  corre- 
spondenceand  friendship  of  ]>r.  Franklin,  I  received  quite  unexpectedly, 
in  April,  1776,  by  an  express  (Mr.  Thomas  Story),  instructions  and  cre- 
dentials from  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  signed  B.  Franklin,  J. 
Dickinson,  and  J.  Jay,  at  Philadelphia,  dated  December  9  and  12, 
1775,  for  sounding  the  dispositions  of  the  several  European  courts 
towards  the  American  confederates,  and  making  projiosals  of  intercourse 
and  alliance  to  those  I  should  find  inclined  to  accept  them,  "recom- 
mending to  my  discretion  to  proceed  in  this  affair  with  such  caution 
as  to  keep  the  same  from  the  knowledge  of  the  English  aml)assador, 
and  prevent  any  public  appearance,  at  present,  of  my  being  employed 
in  any  such  business,  as  thereby  they  imagine  many  inconveniences 
may  be  avoided  and  iny  means  of  rendering  service  to  America  in- 
creased. They  sent  me,  for  the  present,  enclosed  a  bill  for  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  to  defray  expenses,  and  desired  me  to  be  assured  that  my 
services  will  he  considered  and  honorably  rewarded  by  Congress:''  By 
another  letter  of  the  2d  of  March,  1770,  Dr.  Franklin  "  recommended 
to  my  correspondence  the  bearer,  Mr.  Silas  Deane." 

In  the  mean  time  I  had  addressed  myself  to  the  court  of  France  [with 
an  exalted  mind  and  tired  with  philanthropy  ]  t  and  to  the  account  I 
gave  Congress  of  my  negotiation  Dr.  Franklin  answered  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  on  the  1st  of  October  :  "  I  have  just  timeto  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  two  packets,  with  the  pamphlets  enclosed,  the  contents 
of  which  are  very  satisfactory.  You  will  hear  from  me  more  fully  in  a 
little  time."  He  soon  came  over,  and  brought  mo  a  letter  from  the 
committee,  signed  Robert  .Morris,  Richard  H.  Lee,  J.  Witherspoon,  W. 
Hooper,  wherein  they  expressly 'w/fsire  me  to  continue  that  correspond- 
ence, which  he  had  opened  and  conducted  hitherto  with  me  on  behalf 
of  Goiujrcss,  requesting  to  hear  from  me  frequently,  promising  me  the  re- 
imbursement of  expenses  and  a  reasonable  allowance  for  my  time  and 
trouble  in  this  agency:^  The  committee  wrote  me  two  other  letters, 
August  8,  1777,  and  May  14,  1778,  in  the  latter  of  which  they  "ac- 
knowledge  that  I  had   so  early   and  warmly  espoused  their  cause 
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and  aided  it  with  sucb  judj?meiit  and  resolntion,  that  they  shall  write 
particularly  to  the  gentlemen  at  Paris  respecting  the  injuries  I  had  re- 
ceived from  their  enemies,  and  sliall  instruct  them  to  pay  the  strictest 
attention  to  the  engagements  made  to  me  in  behalf  of  Congress  at  the 
commencement  of  our  correspondence.  " 

By  some  dark  maneuvers  of  those  enemies,  who  by  interceptors  and 
spies  liad  got  at  last  some  general  knowledge  of  my  oi)erations,  I  had 
been  defrauded  not  oidy  of  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  sterling  due 
to  me,  but  also  of  a  livelihood  which  had  rendered  me  hitherto  yearly 
three  hundred  ]>ounds  sterling.  Howevei',  1  did  not  apply  to  the  com- 
missioners for  the  above  sum  ;  and  after  liaving  received  for  the  course 
of  the  whole  year  1778  only  one  hundred  ])Ounds  sterling,  I  obtained 
two  hundred  pieces  a  year  for  1778,  and  twenty-five  pieces  more  for 
the  ordinary  charges  and  expenses  of  the  following  years.  With  this 
small  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  pieces  to  live  on  in  a  country 
like  tliis  I  have  been  obliged  not  only  to  dismiss  my  servant,  but  to 
make  other  reductions  in  my  house,  which  makes  my  little  family,  as 
well  as  myself,  unhappy,  because  they  apprehend  I  have  uiulone  them. 
I  keep  them  up,  however,  with  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  justice  and 
magnanimity  of  Congress,  who,  when  affairs  become  more  prosperous, 
will  not  forget  me,  nor  my  daughter,  a  good  child  of  thirteen  years  old, 
who,  from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  has  been  taught  to  pray  fervently 
for  the  United  States. 

This  state,  by  its  constitution,  can  make  no  war  nor  any  treaty  with 
a  foreign  power  without  a  unanimity  of  all  its  provinces  and  cities. 
And  as  there  is  a  very  strong  party  in  favor  of  England,  there  is  not 
the  least  probability  that  they  will  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  United 
States  before  England  permits  them  to  do  so  by  setting  them  the  ex- 
ample. The  only,  but  very  necessary,  thing  therefore  which  remained 
to  be  done  here  was  to  hinder  the  English  to  draw  tliis  republic  into 
their  quarrel,  which  by  her  immense  wealth  and  public  credit  would 
have  had  very  bad  consequences  against  America.  And  to  this  I  have 
greatly  and  daily  co-oi)erated  these  three  years  ago.  We  found  a  very 
weak  opposition,  which  is  now  strong  enough  to  resist  the  torrent. 

Besides  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  to  whom  I  constantly  communi- 
cate all  what  has  passed,  Mr.  William  Lee,  who  has  written  me  from 
September,  1776,  to  May,  1779,  twenty-nipe  letters,  knew.  He  wrote 
to  me  so  early  as  December  26,  1777,  in  these  terms:  "Though  I  have 
not  for  some  time  past  had  the  pleasure  of  your  correspondence,  yet 
1-have  not  been"  a  stranger  to  your  continued  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  and  liberty,  for  which  thousands  yet  unborn  will  bless  your 
memory."  Even  with  respect  to  a  treaty,  I  left  the  matter  not  un- 
tried;  for  immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  France  I  concerted  with  the  city  of  Amsterdam  and 
the  commissioners  at  Paris  to  communicate  the  said  treaty  by  means 
of  the  great  pensionary  of  Holland  to  their  high  mightinesses,  together 
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•with  a  letter  of  his  excellency  Franklin  to  the  great  pensionary,  invit- 
ing them  to  treat  on  the  same  footing,  mutatis  mutandis,  whenever 
they  should  think  fit,  on  which  an  answer  was  politely  declined  for 
the  present.  Of  this  curious  transaction  I  sent  at  that  time  an  account 
to  Paris,  as  well  as  to  the  committee  on  foreign  atfairs.  One  of  the 
letters  of  the  first  pensionary  of  Amsterdam,  dated  July  31,  1778,  has 
been  translated  and  printed  in  the  Baltimore  Journal  with  these  words 
at  the  head  of  it,  '■^Letter  of  a  steady  friend  of  America  at  The  HagueJ^ 
I  have,  besides,  in  my  power  the  proofs  of  all  this  in  several  letters  of 
the  honorable  gentlemen  of  Paris  and  at  Amsterdam.  Mr.  William 
Lee  knew  this  too  when  he  gave  rendezvous  to  M.  de  Neufville,  an 
eminent  merchant  of  Amsterdam,  at  Frankfort  first  and  then  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  uid^nown  to  me,  to  get  a  declaration  from  the  first  pen- 
sionary of  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  which 
this  gentleman  delivered,  thinking  Mr.  William  Lee  was  one  of  the 
commissioners  at  Paris.  A  similar  declaration  M.  Van  Berckel  de- 
livered to  me  on  the  23d  of  September,  1778,*  with  an  explanatory  let- 
ter of  the  expression  dis  que  Vindependance  des  £tats-  Unis  en  Ameriqite 
sera  reconnue  par  les  Anglais,  because  I  told  him  such  a  condition 
would  hurt  the  honorable  Congress,  and  make  them  pay  no  attention  at 
all  to  a  declaration  which  would  appear  to  them  insignificant.  Both 
the  declaration  and  the  letter  will  be  found  in  the  records  of  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  I  sent  copies  of  them  towards  the 
end  of  1778.  As  to  the  sketching  and  proposing  a  treaty,  his  opinion 
and  mine  also  were  that  it  w^as  premature  at  that  timej  and  there- 
fore we  postponed  it  till  the  last  summer,  when  he  delivered  me  some 
papers,  out  of  which  and  of  the  French  treaty  I  have  made  the  sketch 
reviewed  afterwards  and  correctedbyhimandby  Dr.  Franklin,  of  which 
I  have  dispatched  on  the  19th  of  this  month  three  different  copies  to 
the  committee  aforesaid,  and  which  I  expect  back  again  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  most  honorable  committee  of  Congress,  and  with  instruc- 
tions and  credentials  for  proposing  it  on  the  first  opportunity,  which  in 
the  mean  time  I  am  carefully  watching. 

It  is  with  the  most  painful  concern  I  mention  to  your  excellency  this 
attempt  of  Mr.  William  Lee  to  undermine  me  in  this  manner,  when  I 
thought  he  had  enough  ado  to  fulfill  his  commissions  through  Germany, 
and  therefore  was  very  open  and  unaware  in  my  letters  to  him.  It  is 
with  the  same  concern  I  learn  t  Just  now,  by  a  letter  of  a  very  worthy 
servant  of  the  United  States,  that  his  brother,  Arthur  Lee,  has  com- 
plained against  me  in  a  memorial  to  Congress,  as  if  I  had  extolled  Dr. 
Franklin  at  his  expense  in  the  Leyden  Gazette.  Whoever  told  him  so 
has  told  him  an  absolute  falsehood.  This  assertion  may  perhaps  receive, 

*  See  Van  Berckel  to  Dumas  .and  Declaration  of  Van  Berckel,  September  23  ;  Com- 
missitmers  to  Van  Berckel,  October  20,  XllS,  supra. 
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even  in  his  own  mind,  additional  streno-Mi  I)y  my  ingenuonsly  telling 
bini,  however,  that  his  being  at  enmity  with  Dr,  Franklin  will  not  hin- 
der me  to  retain  still  in  my  bosom  a  most  tender  respect  and  love  for 
the  latter.     I  am  sure  he  will  do  the  same  when  dispassionate. 

1  recommend  myself  to  the  protection  of  Congress,  and  am,  with  the 
deepest  respect,  etc., 

Dumas. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

J'ARis,  March  23,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  English  papers  of  the  11th,  13th, 
and  14th  of  Marcli,  the  Gourricr  de  VEnrope^  and  The  Flagne,  Leyden, 
and  Amsterdam  gazettes.  We  are  in  hourly  ex[)ectation  of  great  news 
from  Holland,  iieland,  England,  Si)nin,  and,  above  all,  from  America 
and  the  West  Indies.  I  have  not  had  a  letter  from  America  since  I  left 
it,  exeei)t  one  from  my  family,  of  the  lOth  of  December;  and,  indeed, 
although  severnl  vessels  have  arrived,  I  can  hear  of  no  letters  or  news. 

By  the  English  papers  Congress  will  perceive  the  violent  fermenta- 
tion in  Englan<l,  whicli  has  arisen  to  such  a  height  as  to  produce  a  con- 
gress in  fact,  and  it  will  soon  be  so  in  name.  Tiie  proceedings  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  14th,  which  were  terminated  by  a  resolution 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  to  abolish  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
I*lantations,  carried  against  the  ministry,  after  a  ver}'  long  and  warm 
debate,  by  a  mnjority  of  eight  voices,  is  not  only  the  most  extraordi- 
nary vote  which  has  passed  in  the  present  reign,  but  it  tends  to  very 
extensive  consequences. 

I  believe  it  is  very  true  that  this  board  has  been  the  true  cause  of 
the  quarrel  of  Great  Britain  against  the  Colonies,  and  therefore  may  be 
considered  as  an  object  of  national  resentment,  but  a  resentment  of  this 
kind  alone  would  not  ])robably  have  produced  this  effect. 

Whether  it  is  the  near  approach  of  an  election  that  has  intimidated 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  whether  committees,  peti- 
tions, associations,  and  congress  have  alarmed  them,  or  whether  the 
nation  is  convinced  that  America  is  indeed  lost  forever  and  conse- 
quently the  board  of  trade  would  be  useless,  I  do  not  know.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  the  English  nation,  and  even  the  Irish  and  Scotch  nations, 
and  all  parts  of  the  world,  will  draw  this  inference  from  it,  that  even 
in  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons  America  is  lost.  The  free  and 
virtuous  citizens  of  America,  and  even  the  slavish  and  vicious,  if  there 
are  any  still  remaining  of  this  character,  under  the  denomination  of 
tories,  must  be  convinced  by  this  vote,  passed  in  the  heydny  of  their 
joy  for  the  successes  of  Admiral  Kodney's  fleet,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons despaired  of  ever  regaining  America.     The  nations  subject  to  the 
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honso  of  Bourbon  can  "not  fail  to  put  the  same  interpretation  upon  this 
transa(;tion. 

Holland  and  all  the  northern  powers,  with  the  Empress  of  Enssia  at 
their  head,  who  are  all  areatly  irritated  against  England  for  their  late 
violence  a^j^ainst  the  innocent  commerce  of  neutral  powers,  will  draw 
the  same  consequences.  The  politicians  of  Great  Britain  are  too  en- 
lifjhtened  in  the  history  of  nations  and  the  rise  and  progress  of  causes 
and  effects  in  the  political  world,  not  to  see  that  all  these  bodies  of  peo- 
ple will,  in  consequence  of  this  vote,  consider  the  Colonies  given  up  as 
lost  by  the  House  of  Commons,  and  they  are  too  well  instructed  not  to 
know  the  important  consequences  that  follow  from  having  such  points 
as  these  thus  settled  among  the  nations.  T  can  not,  therefore,  but  con- 
sider this  vote,  and  the  other  respecting  the  secretary  of  state  for  the 
American  department,  which  arose  almost  to  a  balance,  as  a  most  im- 
portant declaration  of  the  sense  of  the  nation.  The  first  probable  con- 
sequence of  it  will  be  one  further  attempt,  by  offering-  some  specious 
terms  which  they  know  we  can  not,  in  justice,  in  honor,  in  conscience, 
accei)t,  to  deceive,  seduce,  and  divide  America,  throw  all  into  confusion 
there,  and  by  this  means  gaining  an  opportunity  to  govern.  There  is 
nothing  more  astonishing  than  the  inconsistencies  of  the  patriots  in 
England.  Those  who  are  most  violent  against  the  ministry  are  not  for 
making  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  but  they  would  wish  to  allure 
America  into  a  separate  peace,  and  persuade  lier  to  join  them  against 
the  house  of  Bourbon.  One  would  think  it  impossible  that  one  man  of 
sense  in  the  world  could  seriously  believe  that  we  could  thus  basely 
violate  our  faith,  thus  unreasonably  quarrel  with  our  best  friend,  thus 
madly  attach  ourselves  to  our  bitterest  enemies.     But  thus  it  is. 

Sir  George  Saville  threw  out  in  the  House  that  he  Avished  to  carry 
home  to  his  constituents  the  news  of  an  accommodation  with  America; 
and  Mr.  David  Hartley  has  given  notice  of  his  intentions  to  make  a 
motion  relative  to  us.  But  I  confess  I  have  no  expectations.  Mr.  Hart- 
ley's motions  and  speeches  have  never  made  any  great  fortune  in  the 
House,  nor  been  much  attended  to ;  from  whence  I  conclude,  if  the 
present  great  leaders,  even  of  op])osition  in  the  House,  were  seriously 
disposed  to  do  anything  towards  a  pacification  which  we  could  attend 
to,  they  would  not  suffer  Mr.  Hartley  to  have  the  honor  of  making  the 
motion. 

The  heads  of  many  people  run  upon  a  truce  with  America,  and  Mr. 
Hartley's  motion  may  tend  this  way  ;  but  a  truce  with  America  can  not 
be  made  without  a  peace  with  France  and  Spain,  and  would  America 
accept  of  such  a  truce  1  Give  Great  Britain  time  to  encroach  and  fortify 
ujton  all  our  frontiers  ?  To  send  enemies  into  the  States,  and  sow  the 
seeds  of  discord  ?  To  rise  out  of  her  present  exhausted  and  ruined 
condition?  Suffer  France  and  Spain  to  relax?  Wait  for  alterations 
by  the  death  of  princes  or  the  changes  in  the  characters  of  ]>rinces  or 
ministers  in  Europe?    I  ask  these  questions  that  Congress  may  give 
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me  instructions,  if  necessary.  At  present  I  do  not  believe  my  powers 
arc  sufficient  to  agree  to  a  truce  if  it  was  proposed,  nor  do  I  believe  it 
would  be  for  our  interest  or  safety  to  agree  to  it  if  I  had.  I  do  not 
mean,  however,  to  give  any  decided  opinion  upon  such  a  great  question 
in  this  hasty  letter.  I  am  open  to  conviction,  and  shall  obey  the  instruc- 
tions of  Congress  with  the  most  perfect  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  ylfrtrc/^  24,  1780. 

Sir:  Ft  has  l)een  observed  in  former  letters  that  there  is  scarcely  an 
example  of  such  a  series  of  fortunate  incidents  as  that  which  happened 
to  Rodney's  fleet;  and  it  may  be  proper  to  dilate  a  little  upon  some  of 
these  in(!idents,  to  show  that  the  enthnsiastic  applause  which  is  given 
him  by  the  court,  the  lords,  the  coinmons,  and  the  city  of  London  is 
no  otherwise  merited  than  by  the  boldness  of  his  enterprise,  unless  sim- 
ple good  fortune  is  merit. 

It  must  be  allowed  that  it  was  a  desperate  plan  in  tlie  minister  to 
order  him  out  on  the  design  to  succor  Gibraltar,  and  it  was  a  desperate 
resolution  in  him  to  undertake  it,  because  he  had  to  expect  to  meet 
with  the  whole  Spanish  squadron  at  Cadiz  and  in  those  seas,  and  he 
had  reason  to  expect  that  a  strong  squadron  from  Brest  would  follow 
him,  which  was  iji  fsict  the  case. 

Don  Gaston  sailed  from  Brest  the  13th  of  January  in  search  of  Ad- 
miral Rodney  with  twenty  Spanish  ships  of  the  line,  with  four  French 
ships  of  the  line— the  Glorieux,  the  Burf/imdy,  the  Zodiac,  and  the  Scipio 
—with  the  frigate  the  Nereis,  under  the  chef  d'escadre  the  Chevalier 
de  Bousset.  If  these  four  and  twenty  ships  of  the  line  had  joined  Don 
Langara's  squadron,  there  is  scarce  a  possibility  of  doubt,  after  the 
brave  defense  made  by  him  with  such  inferior  force,  that  Rodney's  fleet 
wouhl  have  been  totally  ruined,  and  consequently  Gibraltar  reduced  to 
extremities.  But  this  was  not  to  happen.  The  next  day  after  Don 
Gaston  sailed  from  Brest  he  met  with  a  terrible  storm,  which  separated 
his  fleet.  Two  of  his  Spanish  ships  arrived  at  Cadiz  the  31st  of  Jan- 
uary—the Seriom  and  the  Atlanf,  each  of  seventy  guns.  The  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary there  arrived  twelve  others  ;  the  Rayo,  commanded  by  Don  Gas- 
ton, and  the  8t.  Louis,  both  of  eighty  guns— the  Yelascn,t\\^St.  Francis 
de  Panle,  the  ^S'.  Isabella,  the  S.  Joachim,  the  St.  Peter,  the  St.  Damase, 
the  Arrof/a7it,  and  the  Warrior,  all  of  seventy;  the  Mini;  of  fifty-six, 
and  the  frigates  the  Assumption  and  the  Emerald,  with  the  French  divi- 
sion under  the  Chevalier  de  Bousset,  excepting  the  Scipio,  commanded 
by  the  Baron  de  Durfort,  which  did  not  arrive  until  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary, after  having  cruised  ten  or  twelve  days  off  St.  Vincent,  which  had 
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been  appointed  as  the  place  of  renilezrons  and  reunion  in  case  of  sep- 
aration. The  Guardian  Angel,  of  seventy  guns,  which  was  also  sepa- 
rated from  the  squadron,  did  not  arrive  till  several  days  after  Don  Gas- 
ton at  Cadiz,  having  suffered  very  much,  as  well  as  all  the  other  vessels, 
in  their  masts  and  rigging,  by  the  bad  weather,  and  especially  by  the 
violent  gale  of  wind  which  they  met  with  on  the  1st  of  February  near 
the  Cape  of  St.  Vincent.  Of  the  five  remaining  Spanish  vessels,  four 
went  into  Ferrol — the  8t.  Vincent-  Ferries,  of  eighty  guns,  commanded 
by  Don  d'Acre,  lieutenant-general;  the  St.  Charles,  of  eighty  ;  the  Ven- 
(jcur,  of  seventy;  and  the  Septetitrion,  of  sixty;  the  fifth,  named  the  St. 
Joseph,  of  seventy,  by  Don  Orsorno,  chef  d'escadre,  returned  to  Brest 
dismasted.  This  separation  and  dispersion  of  the  fleet,  and  of  its  prin- 
cipal officers  exposed  Laugara  and  made  Eodney's  fortune ;  and  the 
necessity  these  vessels  were  in  of  reparation  gave  liberty  to  the  English 
fleet  to  put  to  sea  from  Gibraltar  and  regain  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the 
13th  of  February  to  the  number  of  twenty-two  ships  of  the  line,  com- 
prehending those  of  Rodney,  Digby,  and  Ross,  and  four  of  the  vessels 
taken  from  the  Spaniards,  and  three  frigates,  ^nth  twelve  merchant 
ships  under  their  convoy,  leaving  at  Gibraltar  the  ^c/_</rtr,  of  seventy- 
four;  the  Panther,  of  sixty,  which  has  been  there  a  long  time;  and  the 
Gni])uscoa,  of  sixty-four  guns,  taken  from  the  Spaniards  on  the  Sth  of 
January,  with  twenty-four  merchant  vessels  under  her  convoy. 

There  has  been  much  conversation  for  several  days  concerning  a 
Spanish  armament  preparing  at  Cadiz,  and  letters  from  Carthagena 
say  that  the  regiment  of  infantry  called  the  Flankers'  regiment,  which 
has  been  in  garrison  in  that  city,  has  been  completed  by  orders  from 
court  from  the  regiment  of  Naples,  and  on  the  1st  of  March  the  first 
battalion  marched  for  Cadiz;  on  the  4th  of  March  the  second  battalion 
marched.  It  is  said  that  this  regiment  is  to  embark,  with  several  others, 
which  from  different  garrisons  have  arrived  at  the  same  place  for 
America,  in  all  parts  of  which,  according  to  appearances,  the  English 
will  have  enough  to  do  to  maintain  their  ground  this  ensuing  campaign. 

In  Ireland,  on  the  22d  of  February,  an  assembly  of  the  gentlemen, 
clergy,  and  freeholders  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  resolved  unanimously 
that  the  advantages  obtained  in  commerce  are  neither  complete  nor 
solidly  established  ;  that  the  sense  of  the  nation  is  that  the  Irish  par- 
liament alone,  in  concert  with  the  sovereign,  can  give  to  the  laws  al- 
ready obtained  of  the  prince  their  obligatory  force;  that  what  has  been 
done  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  anything  more  than  a  great  begin- 
ning; and  that  the  general  hope  was  that  the  end  of  the  session  would 
be  as  advantageous  to  the  political  constitution  of  the  countrj'  as  the 
commencement  of  it  had  been  favorable  to  commerce ;  that  the  fathers 
of  the  country  are  particularly  requested  and  instructed  to  obtain  a 
declaratory  act,  which  may  preserve  forever  the  free  and  independent 
state  of  Ireland,  and  by  introducing  some  necessary  modifications  of 
■Poyning's  law  to  prevent  in  future  all  controversy  between  the  king  and 
the  parliament  of  Ireland  concerning  fuudamental  laws. 
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These  instructions  were  given  by  tbe  slieiiflfs  to  the  roprosentatives 
of  Dublin,  wlio  answered  that  they  were  convinced  that  no  foreign 
legislative  power  whatsoever  had  any  right  or  ought  to  arrogate  to 
itself  any  autiiority  over  their  nation,  and,  without  injuring  the  legal 
and  known  authority  which  his  mnjesty  has  a  right  to  exercise  over  this 
kingdom  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the  laws,  they  would  neglect 
nothing  to  obtain  an  act  which  should  t.ake  away  every  unjust  restric- 
tion and  which  should  tend  to  assure  the  constitutional  independence 
of  trie  kingdom.  This  is  said  to  l)e  the  general  sense  of  the  whole 
kingdom,  so  that  it  may  truly  be  said  that  the  British  empire  is  crum- 
bling to  pieces  like  a  rope  of  sand,  insomuch  that,  if  the  war  should  con- 
tinue, I  shall  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  even  Scotland  should  become 
discontented  with  the  union,  and  the  disputes  between  the  ministry  and 
the  East  India  Company  should  terminate  in  the  independence  of  Asia; 
nay,  it  would  be  no  miracle  if  the  West  India  Islands  should  request 
the  protection  of  France  or  Spain  or  the  CTnited  States. 

I  will  take  tlie  first  opportunity  to  write  upon  the  subject  of  Lord 
North's  loan,  which,  together  with  the  other  ways  and  means,  amounts 
to  the  amazing  sum  of  £J(),074,0()0  sterling. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  3rarch  24,  1780. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Burke's  bill  not  being  as  yet  public,  we  are  not  yet  informed 
of  the  extent  of  it.  But  as  it  already  appears  that  it  strikes  at  the  de- 
partment of  secretary  of  state  for  America  and  at  the  board  of  trade, 
there  seems  to  be  little  reason  to  doubt  that  it  goes  further  and  strikes 
at  the  American  board  of  commissioners,  at  all  the  American  judges  of 
admiralty,  governors  of  provinces,  secretaries,  and  custom-house  ofQcers 
of  all  denominations.  At  least,  if  this  should  not  be  found  to  be  a  part 
of  the  bill,  there  are  stronger  reasons,  if  possible,  for  abolishing  this 
whole  system  of  iniquity,  together  with  all  the  pensions  granted  to  the 
refugees  from  America,  than  even  for  taking  away  the  board  of  trade. 
And  from  several  late  paragraphs  in  the  papers,  and  from  Mr.  Fox's 
severe  observations  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon  Governor  Tlutch- 
inson,  calling  him  in  substance  the  "firebrand  that  lighted  up  all  the 
fire  between  the  two  countries,"  it  seems  pretty  clear  that  it  is  in  con- 
templation to  take  away  all  these  salaries  and  pensions. 

If  such  a  measure  should  take  place,  exiled  as  these  persons  are  from 
the  country  which  gave  them  birth,  but  which  they  have  most  ungrate- 
fully endeavored  to  enslave,  they  will  become  melancholy  monuments 
of  Divine  vengeance  against  such  uunatural  and  impious  behavior. 
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Nevertheless,  as  these" persons  are  numerous,  au<l  have  some  friends  in 
England  as  well  as  in  Ameriea,  where  they  had  once  much  property, 
there  is  a  probability,  I  think,  that  whenever  or  wherever  negotiations 
for  peace  may  be  commenced  they  and  their  estates,  now  almost  uni- 
versally confiscated,  will  uot  be  forgotten;  but  much  pains  and  art 
will  be  employed  to  stipulate  for  them  in  the  treaty  botli  a  restoration 
of  their  property  and  a  right  to  return  as  citizens  of  the  States  to  which 
they  formerly  belouge<i.  It  is  very  possible,  however,  that  before  the 
treaty  shall  be  made,  or  even  negotiations  commenced,  these  gentle- 
men uill  become  so  unpopular  and  odious  that  the  people  of  England 
would  be  pleased  with  their  sufferings  and  punishment.  But  it  is  most 
probable  that  the  court  will  not  abandom  them  very  easily. 

I  shouhl,  therefore,  be  very  hai»py  to  have  the  explicit  instructions 
of  Congress  upon  this  head,  whether  I  am  to  agree,  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever, to  an  article  which  shall  admit  of  their  return  or  the  restoration 
of  their  forfeited  estates.  There  are  sentiments  of  humanity  and  for- 
giveness which  plead  on  one  side;  there  are  reasons  of  state  and  politi- 
cal motives  (among  which  the  danger  of  admitting  such  mischievous 
persons  as  citizens  is  not  the  least  considerable)  which  argue  on  the 
other. 

1  shall  obey  the  instructions  of  Congress  with  the  utmost  pleasure; 
or  if,  for  any  reasons,  they  choose  to  leave  it  at  discretion,  if  I  ever 
should  have  the  opportunity  I  shall  determine  it,  without  listening  to 
any  j»assions  of  my  own  of  compassion  or  resentment,  according  to  my 
best  j udgment  of  the  public  good.  There  is  another  point  of  very  great 
importance  which  I  am  persuaded  will  be  aimed  at  by  the  English 
ministers — I  am  sure  it  will  by  the  i>eople  of  England— whenever  terms 
of  peace  shall  be  talked  of.  For  facilitating  the  return  of  comujerce, 
they  will  wish  to  have  it  stipulated  by  the  treaty  that  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  shall  have  the  rights  of  citizens  in  America  and  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  the  rights  of  subjects  in  the  British  domin- 
ions. Some  of  the  consequences  of  such  an  agreement  to  them  and  to 
us  are  obvious  and  very  important;  but  they  are  so  numerous  that  it  is 
diliicult  to  determine  whether  so  great  a  question  sliould  be  left  to  my 
determination.  If,  howt-ver,  contrary  to  my  inclinations,  it  should  fall 
to  my  lot  to  decide  it  without  instructions,  it  shall  be  decided  according 
to  my  conscience  and  the  best  lights  I  have. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.  * 

Paris,  March  26,  1780. 
Sir  :  On  the  2d  day  of  this  month  the  news  of  the  royal  consent  to 
the  bill   which  the  British  Parliament  has  passed  for  granting  to  Ire- 
land a  free  commerce  with  the  American  Colonies,  the  West  Indies,  and 
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the  coast  of  Africa  was  celebrated  in  Dublin  by  pul)lic  rejoicings  ;  tbe 
gnus  of  tlie  park  were  discharged,  the  garrison  made  nfeu  dejoie,  the 
castle  and  other  public  buildings  were  illuminated,  as  well  as  some 
private  houses.  The  government  were  i^robably  encouraged  to  these 
demonstrations  of  joy  by  the  motion  which  was  made  the  day  before, 
that  is,  the  1st  of  March,  by  Mr.  Dennis  Daly,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, for  an  address  of  thanks  to  the  king,  to  whicli  both  parties 
unanimously  consented,  not  excepting  the  principal  patriots,  such  as 
Mr.  Ogle,  Mr.  Hussy  Burgh,  and  Mr.  Grattan. 

The  address  contains  an  assurance  of  their  attachment  to  the  royal 
person  and  government  of  the  king  5  a  profession  of  gratitude  for  his 
majesty's  uninterrupted  attention  to  the  interest  of  Ireland,  and  for 
the  happy  alteration  which  the  wisdom  of  his  councils  and  the  liberal 
sentiments  of  the  British  Parliament  have  etiected  in  the  situation  of 
their  affairs.  They  express  a  double  satisfaction  for  the  beuetits  which 
have  been  granted  them,  because  they  appear  to  them  to  be  an  eflica- 
cious  remedy  for  the  poverty  of  that  country,  and  because  tjiey  furnish 
au  unquestionable  i)roof  of  that  fraternal  affection  which  they  think 
they  have  a  right  to  expect  from  Great  Britain,  and  which  they  will 
constantly  endeavor  to  cultivate  and  augment  to  the  most  perfect  de- 
gree of  mutual  confidence.  They  profess  the  sincerest  pleasure  in  find- 
ing that  the  ties  which  have  ever  united  the  two  kindoms  have  been 
bound  faster  than  ever  by  the  conduct  of  their  fellow  subjects  5  and 
they  assure  his  majesty  that  on  their  part  they  will  never  fail  to  make 
the  greatest  efforts  foi-  the  maintenance  of  that  close  connection  be- 
tween the  two  kingdoms  which  they  firmly  believe  to  be  inseparable 
from  their  happiness  and  i)rosperity. 

The  next  day  the  House  of  Peers,  even  at  the  motion  of  the  Duke 
of  Leinster,  followed  the  example  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Their 
address  is  in  substance  the  same,  with  this  addition,  that  the  benefits 
receiv^ed  afford  a  remedy  proportioned  to  their  distress,  and  that  they 
will  discountenance  with  all  their  power  all  attenjpts  that  deluded  men 
might  make  to  excite  ill-founded  apprehensions  in  the  people,  and  to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  commerce  which  has  been  granted  them  in 
a  manner  so  extensive. 

To  these  additions,  however,  there  was  an  opposition,  and  finally  a  pro- 
test, signed  by  Lord  Carrisford,  the  Earls  of  Charlemont  and  Arran,  and 
the  Viscounts  Powerscourt  and  Mountmorris,  and  by  the  proxies  of 
the  Earl  Moira,  and  the  Lords  Eyre  and  Irnham. 

The  Duke  of  Leinster,  howev^er,  has  brought  upon  his  reputation  by 
this  motion  suspicions  all  over  Europe  that  he  has  been  gained  by  the 
king,  which  a  little  time  and  his  future  conduct  will  either  dissipate 
or  confirm. 

The  next  day  Parliament  adjourned  to  the  11th  of  April.  Congress 
will  be  able  to  i)ut  a  just  interpretation  upon  these  addresses  by  the 
account  I  gave  in  my  last  of  the  instructions  of  the  city  of  Dublin  to 
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their  representatives,  aud  tUeir  answer,  as  well  as  by  those  of  the 
coimty  of  Dublin,  which  remain  to  be  communicated.  On  the  7th  of 
March  there  was  held  at  Kilmainhaui  an  assembly  of  the  freeholders  of 
the  county  of  Dublin,  when  the  following  iustriictious  to  their  repre- 
sentatives were  agreed  on : 

We,  your  constituents,  desiring  to  acknowledge,  as  wo  onght,  the  advantages  our 
commerce  will  derive  from  the  particular  attention  which  his  majesty  has  given  it,  from 
the  intagrity  of  our  Parliament,  the  firmness  of  our  countrymen,  and  the  justice  which 
the  English  nation  begins  to  render  us,  we  declare  to  you  that  what  follows  is  the  ])rin- 
cipal  cause  of  our  joy  upon  this  occasion.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  desire  of  mouop- 
olizing  commerce  was  the  only  motive  which  could  make  England  imagine  that  she 
had  a  right  to  usurp  a  legitimate  authority  over  this  kingdom,  aud  from  the  moment 
when  she  renounced  this  monopoly  she  has  taken  away  the  principal  obstacle  which 
oi>posed  our  liberty,  and  consequently  the  British  nation  will  not  arrogate  to  itself 
an  arbitrary  power  from  which  she  can  derive  no  other  advantage  than  that  of  reduc- 
ing this  kingdom  to  slavery.  Wo  desire  to  know,  moreover,  whether  the  united 
ettbrts  of  the  parliament  and  people  of  Ireland  ought  to  confine  themselves  so  as  to 
leave  this  island  in  a  state  of  dependence  aud  submission  to  laws  to  which  the  nation 
has  never  conseuted,  to  laws  dictated  by  a  Parliament  in  which  she  has  no  representa- 
tives ?  Let  it  not  be  said  this  power  attributed  to  the  English  Parliament  is  chi- 
merical. We  may  see  the  proofs  of  it  even  in  the  repeal  of  several  of  tho  acts  aud  in 
this,  that  some  persons  declare,  however  falsely,  that  this  power  is  founded  upou 
law.  Having  an  equal  right  to  political  liberty  and  to  commerce,  but  dexjrived  of 
both,  and  nevertheless  content  to  be  restored  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  free  commerce 
alone,  will  it  not  appear  that  we  absolutely  give  up  the  former  ?  This  idea  would  be 
absurd.  It  is,  then,  our  Uuty  to  declare  to  the  universe  that  we  are  of  right  a  free 
nation,  not  to  be  subjected  to  any  laws  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  king  and  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland. 

Desirous  of  uothiug  so  much  as  to  live  always  in  good  intelligence  with  tho  British 
nation,  on  account  of  the  union  of  the  two  crowns,  our  instructions  are,  that  you  shall 
make  the  greatest  eflbrts  to  obtain  an  act  which  shall  establish  forever  the  iudopeud- 
enceof  the  legislative  jiower  of  Ireland.  We  wish,  moreover,  that  you  would  en- 
deavor to  qualifj'  Poyniug's  law,  by  taking  away  from  the  privy  council  the  legisla- 
tive power.  In  accouq)lishing  these  important  objects  you  will  ac<iuiro  houor  to 
yourselves  aud  give  satisfaction  to  tho  nation. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  you  will  also  fall  upou  some  plan  of  economy,  by  mak- 
ing savings,  which  are  become  necessary  to  increase  the  revenue  of  the  crown  and 
improve  the  commerce  of  the  nation. 

It  seems  now  very  plain  that  the  Irish  nation  aspires  to  an  independ- 
ence of  Great  Britain  the  most  unlimited,  and  acknowledges  no  other 
connection  with  her  but  that  of  affection  and  subjection  to  the  same 
king.  The  troops  already  raised  by  associations  amount  to  between 
sixty  and  seventy  thousand  men,  which  are  to  be  forthwith  augmented 
by  ten  thousand  more,  who  are  to  be  formed  of  countrymen ;  each  oflflcer 
is  to  furnish  four,  who  will  be  clothed  and  paid  out  of  the  funds  that  each 
regiment  will  establish  for  this  i^urpose.  The  principal  objects  of  these 
armed  associations  are  said  to  be  a  free  and  unlimited  commerce  to  all 
parts  of  the  world,  except  only  the  East  Indies.  The  repeal  of  Poyn- 
ing'slaw,  passed  under  Henry  the  Seventh,  aud  another  under  George 
the  First,  which  restrains  the  legislative  authority  of  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment, with  an  express  clause  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  ought  aud 


576 


DIPLOMAT IC    COKKESPONDENCE. 


sliall  be  forever  iiiul  wholly  exempt  from  iill  kind  of  control  aud  depeud- 
enue  of  the  liritisb  Parlhimeut  in  all  eases  whatsoever.  That  students 
shall  no  louger  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  Temple  in  London  aud  other  semi- 
naries iu  Englatul  to  study  law.  But  iu  future  they  shall  study  iu  the 
university  of  Dublin,  under  proper  professors,  and  shall  be  admitted  to 
the  bar  iu  Ireland  by  the  lord  chancellor  and  the  other  judges  after  a 
proper  examiuatiou  ;  the  judges  to  be  natives,  except  the  chancellor  ; 
the  bishops  also  to  be  natives. 

In  the  mean  time  the  slightest  circumstances  may  blow  up  the  flames 
of  war  between  the  two  kingdoms,  which  would  have  been  done  some 
weeks  ago  if  tlie  regular  otticers  of  the  kiug's  troops  had  not  given  way 
to  the  Dublin  volunteers. 

I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


A.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.* 

L'Orient,  March  2G,  17S0. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  but  one  moment  to  thank  you  tor  your  favor,  with 
one  from  Loudon  enclosed,  which  I  received  on  my  return  from  Brest. 
We  are  likely  to  be  detained  here  by  the  prize  money  for  the  Serapiff, 
etc.,  not  being  paid,  without  which  the  crew  of  the  Alliance  threaten  a 
mutiny.  If,  as  I  apprehend  it  may,  the  api)licatiou  I  requested  you  to 
make  to  Mr.  G.  should  at  all  interfere  with  your  plan,  which  1  think 
very  prudent,  of  keeping  as  free  as  possible  from  those  disputes,  which 
indeed  are  a  reproach  to  us,  I  beg  you  will  think  uo  more  of  it.  What 
has  been  Gerard's  conduct  since  his  arrival  and  what  his  recei»tion  ? 
He  is  a  man  to  be  observed  narrowly.  I  do  not  mean  on  my  account, 
but  on  that  of  tbe  public,  to  which  [  think  he  will  yet  do  much  mis- 
chief if  he  is  listeuL'd  to.     Farewell. 


Franklin  to  Dumas. t 

Passy,  3Iarch  29,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  some  time  since  I  have  written  to  you,  having 
nothing  material  to  communicate  ;  but  I  received  duly  your  letters  of 
February  1,  18,  25,  March  2,  11,  l.'J,  17,  aud  23,  aud  thank  you  for  the 
intelligence  they  contain.  The  last  this  minute  came  to  hand,  and  I 
shall  answer  it  separately. 

I  pray  you  to  assure  M. of  my  respect,  and  that  it  was  only 

on  one  packet  for  him  that  I  put  my  name,  when  I  thought  to  have 
sent  it  by  a  friend.     The  baseness  of  the  post-office  opening  it  surprises 
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me,    No  other  letter  for  bim  has  since  passed  through  my  hand.     If 
any  others  come  to  me  for  him  I  shall  send  them  under  cover  to  you. 

I  forwarded  your  letter  to  Captain  Jones.     I  do  not  know  which  of 

his  English  pilots  it  was  mentioned  in  yours  to .     I  know  he  has 

been  generous  to  an  excess  with  them.     Explain  to  me,  if  you  please, 
the  fact  that  is  the  subject  of  that  letter  and  who  Mr.  (iordou  is. 

I  am  curious  to  know  what  the  States  will  do  about  the  confiscation 
of  the  goods  taken  in  Bylank's  convoy. 

I  received  your  large  packets ;  that  for  Captain  Jones  shall  be  care- 
fully sent  to  him.     I  thank  you  for  the  philosophical  pieces,  which  I 
will  read  attentively  as  soon  as  I  have  time.    The  original  acts  of  Con- 
federation are  very  curious,  and  will  be  acceptable  to  Congress. 
I  am  ever,  my  dear  sir,  yours,  affectionately, 

B.  Fbanklin. 


Franklin  to  Dumas.* 

Pas.sy,  March  29,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  did  receive  the  letter  you  mentioned  to  have  enclosed 
for  Mr.  Carmichael  in  yours  of  the  25th  of  February.  I  had  before  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  him  dated  at  Cadiz,  acquainting  me  that  he  was 
just  setting  out  for  Madrid,  and  desiring  I  would  send  him  a  credit  there 
for  200  louis.  Mr.  F.  Grand,  our  banker  here,  had  undertaken  to  do 
this  with  his  correspondent,  a  banker  there.  I,  not  knowing  how  to 
address  your  letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  at  Madrid,  sent  it  to  Mr.  Grand's 
to  be  put  under  his  cover  to  his  banker,  who  might  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,  as  he  would  necessarily  find  out  his  lodging,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  credit. 

The  day  after  Sir  George  Grand  was  gone  for  Holland  his  brother 
came  to  me,  and  expressing  a  great  deal  of  concern  and  vexation,  told 
me  that  Sir  George  seeing  that  letter  on  his  desk,  said,  this  suiierscrip- 
tiou  i>s  M.  Dumas'  handwriting;  and  some  time  afterwards  came  to  him 
with  the  letter  in  his  open  hand,  saying,  this  letter  is  full  of  ingratitude 
(or  some  words  to  that  purpose)  and  I  will  carry  it  to  Holland,  and  show 
it  to  the  ambassador,  and  that  he  had  accordingly  carried  it  away  with 
him,  notwithstanding  all  that  was  or  could  be  said  to  the  contrary; 
that  it  gave  him  infinite  pain  to  acquaint  me  with  this  action  of  his 
brother,  but  he  thought  it  right  I  should  know  the  truth. 

I  did  not  mention  this  to  you  before,  hoping  that  upon  reflection  Sir 
George  would  not  show  the  letter  to  the  ambassador,  but  seal  it  up 
again  and  send  it  forward,  and  I  was  desirous  to  avoid  increasing  the 
misunderstanding  between  you  and  Sir  George.  But,  as  1  understood 
by  yours  to  M.  Boudoin,  that  he  has  actually  done  it,  I  see  no  reason  to 
keep  it  longer  a  secret  from  you.    If  I  had  known  it  to  be  a  letter  of 
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consequence,  I  slionld  nevertheless  have  taken  the  same  method  of 
forwarding  it,  not  having  the  least  suspicion  that  any  person  in  that 
house  would  have  taken  so  unwarrantable  a  liberty  with  it.  But  I  am 
now  exceedingly  sorry  that  I  did  not  rather  send  it  to  the  Spanish 
ambassador's.  Let  me  know  in  your  next  what  you  may  think  proper 
to  communicate  to  me  of  the  contents  of  it. 
I  am,  etc, 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

PARIS,  March  29,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  Congress  what  may  occur  in 
Holland  relative  to  the  present  war,  at  least  until  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  whose  presence  is  much  desired  there.  Many  appearances 
make  it  probable  that  the  grasping  and  vindictive  temper  of  the  English 
will  compel  the  republic  into  the  war.  If  they  do  take  a  part,  it  is  very 
certain  it  will  be  against  England.  As  plunder  and  revenge  are  the 
two  present  ruling  passions  of  the  English,  it  is  probable  that  a  war  with 
Holland  is  rather  wished  for  than  otherwise,  because  the  ministry  and 
their  principal  supporters  seem  to  have  no  idea  that  it  is  possible  to 
make  things  worse,  and  all  the  plunder  they  can  get  will  be  so  much  clear 
gain.  The  Dutch  are  so  much  alarmed  and  aroused  that  it  is  very  cer- 
tain the  prince  finds  it  necessary  to  give  out  that  he  has  been  deceived 
by  the  English,  that  he  has  changed  his  sentiments,  and  that  he  will 
in'omote  with  all  his  influence  unlimited  convoys.  It  is  certain  that 
they  are  fitting  their  men-of-war  with  a  great  deal  of  activity,  and  it 
is  confidently  affirmed  that  they  have  made  a  treaty  with  Russia  and 
Sweden,  who  are  to  make  a  common  cause.  The  states  of  the  province 
of  Friesland  have  come  to  a  resolution  that  it  was  certain  Byland  was 
not  the  aggressor,  but  that  Fielding  had  not  hesitated  to  make  use  of 
force  to  visit  the  Dutch  ships  under  convoy,  to  stop  those  that  were 
loaded  with  hemp,  and  to  insult  the  flag  of  the  republic.  That  this  pro- 
ceeding shows  that  the  complaisance  hitherto  shown  to  England,  in  de- 
priving the  ships  loaded  with  masts  and  ship  timber  of  the  protection 
of  the  state,  in  leaving  them  to  sail  alone  and  without  convoy,  has  had 
no  eflects,  and  consequently  the  states  judge  that  a  similar  condescen- 
sion ought  no  longer  to  take  place;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  merchan- 
dise whatsoever,  which  the  treaties  do  not  expressly  declare  to  be  con- 
traband, ought  without  the  least  difQculty  to  be  admitted  under  convoy 
and  enjoy  the  protection  of  the  state,  and  to  this  efl'ect  his  most  serene 
highness  ought  to  be  requested  to  give  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the 
men-of-war  and  of  the  squadron  of  the  republic  to  protect,  as  heretofore, 
all  merchandise. 
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Tliis  resolution  wa«  taken  the  29th  of  Febrnaiy,  and  laid  before  the 
States-General,  who,  after  debating  upon  it,  determined  to  require  the 
deputies  of  the  other  i)rovinces  to  obtain  as  soon  as  possible  the  decis- 
ion of  their  provinces  upon  the  same  subject.  These  two  provinces, 
Holland  and  Friesland,  have  already  decided  for  unlimited  convoys. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  on  the  21st  of  March  instant,  laid  before  their  high 
mightinesses  another  memorial,  insisting  on  the  aid  which  he  had  de- 
manded before,  upon  condition,  in  case  of  refusal,  that  his  master  would, 
after  three  months,  consider  all  treaties  between  the  two  countries  as 
null,  and  in  w^hichhe  contends  that  the  protection  afforded  to  Captain 
Jones,  whom  he  calls  a  pirate,  in  the  Texel  and  in  Amsterdam,  was  a 
violation  of  the  treaties. 

In  order  more  clearly  to  comprehend  the  dispute  between  Great  Brit- 
tain  and  the  States-General,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that,  by  the 
marine  treaty  between  the  two  powers,  concluded  at  The  Hague,  in  1G67, 
all  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces  may,  with  all 
safety  and  freedom,  sail  and  traflic  in  all  the  kingdoms,  countries,  and 
estates  which  are  or  shall  be  in  peace,  amity,  or  ueutiality  with  the 
States-General,  without  any  hindrance  or  molestation  from  the  ships- 
of-war,  gallies,  frigates,  barques,  or  other  vessels  belonging  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  or  any  of  his  subjects,  upon  occasionor  account  of  any 
war  which  may  hereafter  happen  between  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  above  said  kingdoms,  countries,  and  estates,  or  any  of  them, 
which  are,  or  shall  be,  in  peace,  amity,  or  neutrality  with  the  States- 
General  ;  and  this  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  extend  to 
all  sorts  of  merchandise,  excepting  contraband  goods.  That  this  term 
of  contraband  goods  is  to  be  understood  to  comprehend  all  sorts  of  fire- 
arms, their  appurtenances,  and  all  other  utensilsof  war  called  in  French 
^^servans  a  Vusage  de  la  guerre,''^  and  that  under  this  head  of  contraband 
goods  these  following  shall  iiot  be  comprehended :  corn,  wheat,  or 
other  grain,  pulse,  oils,  wine,  salt,  or  generally  anything  that  belongs 
to  the  nourishment  or  sustenance  of  life,  but  they  shall  remain  free,  as 
likewise  all  other  merchandise  and  commodities  not  comprehended  in 
the  foregoing  article,  and  the  transi>ortation  of  them  shall  be  permitted 
even  into  places  at  enmity  with  Great  Britain,  except  such  places  are 
besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested.  Masts,  yards,  ship  timber,  and 
hemp,  the  articles  now  in  dispute,  are  not  contraband  by  this  treaty  or 
by  the  law  of  nations.  Yet  Great  Britain,  in  the  hours  of  her  insolence 
and  madness,  which  are  not  yet  at  an  end,  makes  no  scruple  to  seize, 
condemn,  and  confiscate  them.  She  pretends  that  as  the  Dutch  refuse 
to  her  the  aid  she  demands  by  treaty,  she  has  a  right  to  seize  upon 
masts,  timber,  and  hemp,  which  are  not  prohibited  by  treaty.  Not  to 
enter  into  the  inquiry  whether  the  present  case  is  such  as  by  the 
treaties  obliges  the  Dutch  to  furnish  her  aid,  but  admitting  for  argu- 
ment's sake  it  is  so,  yet  the  consequences  will  not  follow.  It  would 
only  follow  that  Great  Britain  was  absolved  from  the  obligation  of  the 
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treaty,  not  by  any  means  that  she  is  discharged  from  the  obligations 
of  the  law  of  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.* 
[Transliition.] 

Versailles,  March  30,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
on  the  21st  instant.  I  remember  very  well  to  have  said  to  you  that 
your  presentation  should  be  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  France,  but 
from  the  information  I  have  since  obtained  it  seems  that  the  presenta- 
tions, whether  of  ambassadors  or  ministers  plenipotentiary,  are  not  thus 
announced  in  our  Gazette,  and  it  would  have  the  appearance  of  affecta- 
tion to  insert  yours.  As  a  substitute,  I  will  have  it  mentioned,  if  you 
wish,  in  the  Mercurc  de  France,  and  you  can  take  measures  to  have  the 
notice  repeated  in  the  foreign  gazettes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 

P.  S.— I  enclose  a  draft  of  an  article  which  I  propose  to  send  to  the 
Mercure  de  France.    It  will  not  be  sent  till  I  learn  your  opinion  of  it: 

"Mr.  Adams,  whom  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  designated 
to  assist  at  the  conferences  for  a  peace  when  tbat  event  shall  take  place, 
arrived  here  some  time  ago,  and  has  had  the  honor  to  be  presented  to 
the  king  and  the  royal  family." 


J.  Adams  to  Veigennes.t 

PARIS,  March  30,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  letter  of  this  day,  in  an- 
swer to  mine  of  the  21st  of  this  month.  Until  the  receipt  of  it  I  had 
taken  it  for  granted  that  the  presentation  of  every  ambassador  was 
regularly  inserted  in  the  Gazette  of  France,  and  until  very  lately, 
several  days  since  the  date  of  my  letter  to  your  excellency  of  the  21st 
of  this  month,  I  had  supposed  that  the  presentation  of  ministers  pleni- 
potentiary was  constantly  inserted  likewise. 

The  information  your  excellency  has  given  me,  that  the  presentations 
of  neither  ambassadors  nor  ministers  plenipotentiary  have  ever  been 
inserted,  has  perfectly  satisfied  me,  and  1  doubt  not  will  equally  satisfy 
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my  couutrynieu,  who  have  heretofore  been  uuder  the  same  mistake 
with  myself. 

I  approve  very  much  of  your  excellency's  proposition  of  inserting  my 
l)resentation  in  the  Mercury  of  France,  and  shall  take  measures  to  have 
it  repeated  in  the  foreign  gazettes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President   of  Congress.* 

Paris,  March  30,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  copies  of  certain  letters 
which  1  have  had  the  honor  to  write  to  the  Count  de  Vergeuues  and 
others  which  I  have  received  from  him. 

It  seems  that  the  presentations  of  the  American  commissioners  and 
ministers  plenipotentiary  have  not  been  inserted  in  the  Gazette,  which 
occasioned  some  uneasiness  in  the  minds  of  some  of  our  countrymen,  as 
they  thought  it  a  neglect  of  us,  and  a  distinction  between  our  sovereign 
and  others.  The  enclosed  letters  will  explain  this  matter,  and  show  that 
no  distinction  has  been  ma«le  between  the  representatives  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  other  powers. 

I  ought  to  coiifess  to  Congress  that  the  delicacy  of  the  Count  de  Ver- 
geuues about  communicating  my  powers  is  not  perfectly  consonant  to 
my  manner  of  thinking,  and  if  I  had  followed  my  own  judgment  I  should 
have  pursued  a  bolder  plan,  by  communicating,  immediately  after  my 
arrival,  to  Lord  George  Germain  my  full  powers  to  treat  both  of  peace 
and  commerce;  but  I  hope  Congress  will  approve  of  my  communicatiug 
tirst  to  this  court  my  destination  and  asking  their  advice  and  then 
pursuing  it,  because  I  think  no  doubt  can  be  made  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  conduct  my  negotiations  at  present  in  concert  with  our  ally,  as  I 
have  hitherto  done. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of   Congress.* 

Paris,  March  30,  1780. 
Sir  :  There  is  an  anecdote  which  causes  a  great  speculation  at  present, 
because  it  is  supposed  to  show  the  tendency  of  things  in  Ireland,  and 
what  is  to  be  expected  by  Great  Britain  if  the  ministry  should  oppose 
themselves  to  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  nation.  On  the  23d  of  February 
three  bodies  of  volunteers— those  of  Dublin,  commanded  by  Colonel 
John  Allen,  those  of  the  Liberties,  commanded  by  Sir  Edward  Newing- 
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bam,  and  another  body  commanded  by  Mr.  Taylor— assembled  at  the 
exchange,  from  whence  they  made  a  long  march  in  a  circuit  of  four 
miles,  accompanied  with  other  volunteers  on  horseback  to  the  park,  the 
avenues  of  which  were  guarded  by  five  other  corps  of  volunteers. 
There  they  went  tlirough  the  rnaueuv^ers  and  firings  with  as  much 
celerity  and  precision  as  any  regular  troops.  They  were  there  reviewed 
by  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  as  general  and  commander-iu  chief,  accom- 
panied with  four  aids  do  camp,  and  they  all  rendered  to  this  nobleman 
military  honors  almost  eqnal  to  those  which  are  rendered  to  a  king. 

Keturning  from  the  review,  the  volunteers  met  in  Barrack  street  a 
detachment  of  the  royal  troops  marching  to  the  castle.  These  required 
that  the  volunteers  should  turn  out  of  the  way,  and  endeavored  to 
break  their  ranks;  but  the  volunteers,  with  their  bayonets  fixed  and 
charged,  stood  their  grouiul  and  discovered  such  a  resolution,  that  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  king's  trooi)S  ordered  them  to  halt,  and  de- 
sired to  speak  with  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  They  entered  into  a  confer- 
ence. The  regular  troops  i)rotended  they  had  a  right  to  the  pavement 
as  the  troops  of  the  king.  The  volunteers  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
keep  it  as  free  citizens,  voluntarily  armed  for  the  defense  of  their  coun- 
try, and  consequently  superior  to  mere  mercenaries.  They  supported 
these  arguments  by  preparations  for  battle;  the  people  declared  them- 
selves in  favor  of  the  volunteers  by  collecting  together  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  stones  to  overwhelm  the  troops,  who  at  last  gave  way  in 
order  to  avoid  a  scene  of  blood.  The  next  day  the  volunteers  sent  to 
the  viceroy  an  excuse,  but  couched  in  terms  which  Justifie<l  their  con- 
duct as  necessary  to  maintain  the  liberty,  independence,  and  dignity  of 
the  nation.  I  have  seen  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  the  king's  troops  in 
several  contests  between  them  and  the  citizens  of  Boston  as  to  know 
very  well  what  .all  this  means.  The  volunteers  must  have  great  confi- 
dence in  their  own  strength,  and  the  king's  troops  equal  diflidence  of 
theirs,  before  an  altercation  of  this  kind  could  terminate  in  this  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  tc  Dumas.* 

PA8SY,  March  30,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  relating  to  the  afiCair  of  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  that  you  might  know  exactly  the  truth  of  the 
transaction.  On  reflection,  I  think  it  proper  to  add  that  what  I  wrote 
was  for  your  satisfaction  only;  and  that  as  the  making  it  public  would 
■give  infinite  pain  to  a  very  worthy  man,  Mr.  F.  Grand,  who  would  then 
appear  in  the  light  of  delateur  de  son  frere,  and  it  can  serve  no  other 
purpose  but  that  of  vengeance  on  Sir  George  and  be  of  no  advantage 
to  you,  I  must  insist  on  your  generosity  in  keeping  it  a  secret  to  your- 
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self.  In  this  you  will  also  very  much  oblige  me,  who  would  by  no  means 
have  my  name  publicly  mentioned  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  depend  on 
your  compliance. 

B.  Franklin. 


"W.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.* 

Brussels,  March  30, 1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  T  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  21st 
instant.  The  name  of  the  person  you  wish  to  know  is  the  Dnke  of 
Brunswick,  brother  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  held  marshal  andcommander- 
in  chief  of  the  Dutch  land  force.  He  is  not  liked  by  his  family,  as  they 
conceive  he  is  too  much  attached  to  the  house  of  Austria.  The  quin- 
tuple alliance  that  you  mention,  I  conceive,  is  only  the  conjecture  of 
some  politicians;  for  there  is  not  in  ftict  any  solid  appearance  of  the 
Dutch  resentino-,  like  men  or  an  independent  nation,  the  cruel  injuries 
and  insults  (that  would  be  intolerable  to  any  other  people)  which  they 
have  received  from  the  English.  The  Prince  of  Orange,  the  better  to 
deceive,  and  perhaps  reflecting  on  the  fate  of  De  Witt,  pretended  to 
resent  highly  the  insult  offered  to  his  tlag;  but  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  must  be  only  a  ])retense,  when  you  know  that  Admiral  Byland 
is  to  be  honorably  acquitted ;  and,  in  consequence,  it  is  expected  that 
the  best  captain  in  the  Dutch  navy  will  resign. 

I  hope  you  did  not  construe  my  last  into  any  design  of  drawing  from 
you  any  of  the  secrets  of  your  mission,  for,  believe  me,  I  have  no  such 
curiosity,  being  quite  satislied  with  that  information  respecting  it  which 
the  world  is,  and  has  been  a  long  time  in  possession  of;  and,  besides,  I 
know  too  well  how  extremely  necessary  circumspection  and  secrecy  are 
to  procure  success  to  a  negotiation. 

Diffidence  and  distrust  of  an  enemy  are  always  warrantable,  but 
particularly  so  when  one  has  had  repeated  experience  of  their  duplicity 
and  treachery;  the  fatal  experience  of  the  Dutch  in  the  negotiations 
at  Gertruydenberg,  as  well  as  many  other  examples,  teach  us  that  dis- 
trust and  resentment  should  not  be  carried  to  unreasonable  lengths. 

A  great  and  good  man  has  wisely  observed  that  the  best  time  to 
make  peace  is  when  your  enemy  wishes  for  it;  and  I  hope  that  the  af- 
fairs of  Ireland,  with  vigorous  and  well-directed  operations  on  our  part 
this  campaign,  will  reduce  our  enemies  to  wish  for  peace  in  earnest  be- 
fore this  year  ends,  although  they  seem  to  be  getting  the  better  of  the 
opposition  at  home,  which  it  appears  they  are  determined  to  do  either 
by  fraud  or  violence,  as  the  papers  will  tell  you  how  narrowly  the  life 
of  Lord  Shelburne  has  escaped  one  of  the  Scotch  assassins.t 
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With  infinite  pleasure  I  shall  comnuiuicato  to  you  what  information 
I  may  receive  in  my  retirement  of  the  nature  you  may  require;  but  I 
apprehend  that  a  few  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  properly' 
applied,  might  procure  you  such  intelligence  as  would  be  worth  millions 
to  America;  for  in  our  enemies'  quarters  every  thing  goes  by  purchase 
and  sale,  therefore  it  was  high  time  for  us  to  have  done  with  them. 

We  have  no  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  though  there 
are  letters  which  mention  his  being  embarked. 

The  Spaniards  will  do  well  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  buccaneer- 
ing expeditiou  now  preparing  in  England  against  their  possessions  in 
South  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Lee. 


J.  Adams  to  A.  Lee.* 

Taris,  March  31,  1780. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  yours  of  the  26th  and  that  of  the  15th  of  this 
month.     I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  you  desire. 

M.  (xarnier  is  gone  into  the  country,  and  I  have  not  seen  him  since  I 
arrived  here.  Mr.  Izard,  however,  has  seen  him  and  will  give  you  a 
satisfactory  account  of  what  he  says. 

If  I  were  to  apply  to  the  other  gentleman  you  know  what  would  be 
the  consequence.  It  would  fly  very  soon  to  you  know  where,  and  I 
should  have  only  the  credit  of  meddling  unnecessarily  with  disputes, 
which  I  have  kept  out  of  as  much  as  I  could,  and  which  it  is  certainly 
now  the  public  interest,  and  consequently  my  duty,  to  keep  out  of  as 
much  as  I  can.  T  had  therefore  rather  be  excu.sed.  The  gentleman 
himself  would  probably  give  you  the  same  answer  to  a  letter  from  you 
directly  to  him  as  he  would  give  to  me,  unless  I  should  use  arts  with 
him  which  would  be  unworthy  of  you  as  well  as  of  me,  and  which  I 
can  not  use  with  anybody. 

I  shall  have  enough  to  do  to  steer  my  little  bark  among  the  rocks 
and  Hhoals.  I  shall  have  perplexities  enough  of  my  own  which  I  can 
not  avoid,  and  dangers,  too.  These  I  shall  meet  with  a  steady  mind, 
and  i)erhaps  none  of  them  will  be  greater  than  that,  which  I  think  my 
duty,  of  avoiding  things  that  do  not  belong  to  me. 

Scarcely  ever  any  minister  executed  a  commission  for  making  a 
peace  without  ruining  his  own  reputation  in  a  free  government.  No 
minister  that  ever  existed  had  a  more  difficult  and  dangerous  peace  to 
make  than  I  have. 

The  gentleman  you  mention  has  hitherto  been  very  still,  but  he  has 
been  well  received,  by  all  that  I  have  learned. 
Adieu, 

John  Adams. 
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Franklin  to  Carmichael.  * 

Passy,  Ilarch  31,  1780. 

Deah  Sir:  I  received  by  M.  Gerard  your  kind  letter  written  at 
Philadelpliia.     His  safe  return  lias  given  me  great  pleasure. 

As  soon  as  I  received  yours  of  January  25,  from  Cadiz,  I  ordered  a 
credit  of  1,000  louis  d'ors  to  be  lodged  for  Mr.  Jay  and  you  by  M.  Grand 
witli  liis  banker  at  Madrid.  He  wrote  by  the  next  i)ost.  It  does  not 
appear  by  yours  of  March  13  that  you  had  then  been  acquainted  with 
this  or  received  ray  letter.  This  surprised  rae,  and  I  inquired  of  M. 
Grand  about  it,  who  tells  me  that  a  letter  from  his  correspondent  of 
March  12  mentions  the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  he  supposes  that  M. 
d'Yranda  would  soon  find  you  out. 

The  M.  de  la  Fayette  is  gone  again  to  America.  He  took  leave  at 
court  in  his  American  uniform.  He  carries  with  him  a  warm  heart  for 
our  cause  and  country.  Dr.  Bancroft  is  just  returned  here  from  L'Orient, 
where  he  has  been  to  assist  in  getting  one  of  our  frigates  out,  the  Alii- 
ance.     He  will  probably  write  to  you  by  next  post. 

I  thank  you  for  your  intelligence  of  the  state  of  affairs  at  home  and 
for  the  extracts  of  Mr.  Lee's  philii)pics  against  me.  Such  they  were 
intended,  but  when  I  consider  him  as  the  most  malicious  enemy  I  ever 
had  (though  without  the  smallest  cause),  that  he  shows  so  clearly  his 
abundant  desire  to  accuse  and  defame  me,  and  that  all  his  charges  are 
so  frivolous,  so  ill  founded,  and  amount  to  so  little,  I  esteem  them 
rather  as  panegyrics  upon  me  and  satires  against  himself. 

I  am  glad  to  understand  by  yours  of  February  10  and  March  17  that 
you  had  met  with  so  agreeable  a  reception  at  Madrid.  The  more  so,  as 
I  once  imagined  that  the  long  delay  of  that  court  in  acceding  to  the 
treaty  had  a  dubious  appearance. 

Here  I  have  every  proof  of  the  utmost  cordiality'  and  the  sincerest 
good- will  to  us  and  our  cause.  It  is  true  I  do  not  obtain  all  I  have 
been  directed  to  ask  for.  The  committee  of  commerce  sent  me  overau 
invoiceof  goods,  amounting,  I  guess,  to  more  than  12,000,000  of  livres.  I 
have  been  obliged  to  abridge  it  greatly,  the  sum  granted  me  not  sufficing. 
I  send,  however,  some  of  the  most  necessary  articles,  viz,  fifteen  thousand 
complete  dress  for  soldiers,  fifteen  thousand  new  fusils,  and  one  thousand 
barrels  of  gunpowder.  If  Mr.  Jay  can  obtain  a  sum  from  Spain  it  may 
help  to  supply  the  deficiency.  You  have  reason,  as  you  say,  to  pity  my 
situation.  Too  much  is  expected  from  me,  and  not  only  the  Congress 
draw  upon  me,  often  unexpectedly,  for  large  sums,  but  all  the  agents  of 
the  committee  of  commerce  in  Europe  and  America  think  they  nuiy  do 
the  same  when  ])inched,  alleging  that  it  is  necessary  to  the  credit  of  the 
Congress  that  their  i)articular  credit  should  be  supported.  From  the 
desire  here  of  carrying  on  the  war  without  levying  new  taxes  and  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  the  navy  so  much  money  can  not  be  spared 
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to  US  as  is  imagined  in  America  ;  but  essential  aid  will  be  given  us  this 
campaign,  either  by  an  actual  junction  of  force  or  concert  of  operations 
in  the  United  States,  or  by  a  powerful  diversion  in  the  West  Indies,  a 
very  considerable  armament  of  ships  and  troops  being  on  tlie  point  of 
departure  for  those  countries. 

Mr.  Adams  is  at  Paris  with  Mr.  Dana.  We  live  upon  good  terms  with 
each  other,  but  he  had  never  comnuinicated  anything  of  his  business 
to  me  and  I  have  made  no  inquiries  of  him,  nor  have  I  any  letter  from 
Congress  explaining  it,  so  that  T  am  in  utter  ignorance.  Indeed,  the 
Congress  seems  very  backward  in  writing  to  me.  I  have  no  answer  to 
a  long  letter  I  wrote  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  nor  even  any 
acknowledgment  that  it  came  to  hand  ;  pray  can  you  tell  me  the  rea- 
son? 

Friday,  April  7. — Having  met  with  some  interruptions,  I  did  not  finish 
my  letter  in  time  to  go  by  the  last  post.  M.  Grand  has  since  read  me 
part  of  a  letter  from  M.  le  Marquis  d'Yranda,  in  which  he  mentions 
his  having  seen  you  and  his  willingness  to  serve  Mr.  Jay  and  you,  but 
that  you  appeared  somewhat  reserved.  We  concbided  that  you  had 
not  received  M.  Grand's  letter,  which  went  at  the  same  time  with  mine 
(of  wliicli  latter  I  enclose  copies),  because  he  had  acquainted  you  with  his 
having  recommended  yon  to  the  marquis,  and  had  given  you  such  a  char- 
acter of  him  as  would  hav^e  induced  you  to  have  conversed  freely  with 
him.  We  could  not  imagine  how  these  letters  could  miscarry ;  but  since 
M.  Grand  left  us  I  have  thought  that  you  may  possibly  have  forgotten 
that  you  advised  me  to  direct  for  you  under  the  name  of  M.  Clement, 
to  be  left  at  the  post-office,  and  perhai)s  you  have  not  asked,  therefore  a 
letter  so  addressed  might  have  incommoded  you. 

I  did  not  imagine  Mr.  Jay  would  have  stayed  so  long  at  Cadiz,  or  I 
should  have  written  to  him  there.  After  some  doubts  about  the  man- 
ner of  our  future  corresponding  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  best  way 
will  be  to  convey  our  dispatches  with  those  of  the  respective  courts,  the 
fidelity  and  honor  of  the  people  managing  the  postotBces  not  being 
so  much  to  be  relied  on,  and  we  will  probably  hav^e  no  secrets  that  our 
friends  may  not  safely  be  acquainted  with,  though  not  proper  to  be 
known  by  others.  M.  de  Vergennes  informed  me  the  other  day  that 
Mr.  Jay  was  on  his  way  to  Madrid,  and  I  therefore  now  write  to  him 
there.  1  wish  it  had  so  happened  that  he  had  first  called  at  Paris,  and 
if  he  could  spare  you  a  few  weeks  to  take  a  trip  hitherto  visit  your  old 
friends  it  would,  besides  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  be  a  great  satisfac- 
tion to  me,  who  am  at  present  very  ignorant  of  the  true  state  of  Amer- 
ica, and  I  am  jiersuaded  su  ch  an  inteiview  between  us  would  be  useful 
in  many  respects. 

Dr.  Bancroft  yesterday  read  me  a  letter  he  had  received  from  you,  in 
which  you  express  your  surprise  at  not  having  heard  from  me.  You 
will  now  find  that  I  had  written  by  the  very  first  opportunity  after  the 
receipt  of  j  ours  from  Cadiz.  He  will  write  to  you  by  the  next  Tuesday 
post. 
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Messrs.  Lee  aud  Izard  are  gone  to  L'Orieut,  in  order  to  embark  in  the 
Alliance  together,  but  they  did  not  travel  togetlier  from  hence.  No 
soul  regrets  their  departure.  They  separately  came  to  take  leave  of 
me,  very  respectfully  offering  their  services  to  carry  any  despatches, 
etc.  We  parted  civilly,  for  1  have  never  acquainted  them  that  I  know 
of  their  writing  against  me  to  Congress.  But  I  did  not  give  them  the 
trouble  of  my  dispatches.  Since  Mr.  Lee's  being  at  L'Orient  he  has 
written  to  M.  Grand,  requesting  a  certificate  from  him  in  contradiction 
to  something  you  had  said  of  him  in  a  paper  delivered  to  Congress.  I 
suppose  M.  Grand  will  explain  this  to  you.  There  has  been  a  fracas 
between  our  friends  Sir  George  Grand  and  M.  Dumas,  in  which  both 
have  been  to  blame,  and  ea(!h  ought  to  forgive  the  other.  It  relates  to 
a  letter  from  Dunuis  to  you  which  ha«l  been  intercepted.  I  suppose  he 
will  acquaint  you  with  the  affair,  and  if  jou  should  not  fully  under- 
stand it  from  his  account,  I  can  give  the  explanation. 

I  ret.iin  my  health  a  mcrrciUe ;  but  what  with  bills  of  exchange,  cruis- 
ing ships,  supplies,  etc.,  besides  the  proper  business  of  my  station,  I  find 
I  have  too  much  to  do.     Your  friend  Billy  (who  presents  his  respects) 
is  a  great  help  to  me,  or  I  could  not  possibly  go  through  with  it. 
With  sincere  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  "W.  Lee.* 

Paris,  April  2,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  30th  of  March  is  just  come  to  hand 
and  I  thank  you  for  it.  I  did  not  construe  anything  in  your  last  into  a 
design  of  drawing  from  me  any  of  the  secrets  of  my  mission  ;  indeed, 
there  is  no  secret  in  it  but  my  instructions,  which  will,  I  hope,  remain 
so  until  they  are  executed,  if  that  time  should  ever  come. 

I  have  had  reasons,  however,  for  saying  notliing  until  now  about  my 
commission,  but  those  reasons  exist  no  more.  I  have,  indeed,  the  honor 
to  be  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  full  powers,  with  the  ambassadors 
or  ministers  from  France  and  Great  Britain  and  all  other  princes  and 
states  whom  it  may  concern,  to  enter  into  conferences,  negotiations, 
and  treaties  for  peace. 

When  our  enemy  will  wish  for  peace  so  far  as  to  think  of  it  in  earn- 
est I  know  not.  Peace  concerns  her  more  than  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers.  America  even  can  sustain  the  war,  although  it  will  be  irk- 
some and  grievous,  infinitely  better  than  England.  America  grows 
more  powerful,  more  numerous,  more  brave,  and  better  disciplined 
every  year  of  the  war,  and  more  independent,  too,  both  in  spirit  and 
circumstances.  Their  trade,  it  is  true,  does  not  flourish  as  it  did,  but 
their  agriculture,  arts,  and  manufactures  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
decline  of  their  trade.     England  is  wasting  away,  notwithstanding  the 
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violence  of  her  convulsive  struf?gles,  in  wealth,  in  commerce,  in  manu- 
factures, in  sailors,  soldiers,  population,  and,  above  all,  iu  political  con- 
sideration among  the  powers  of  Europe  every  day.  Her  reputation, 
which  is  a  more  durable  source  of  power  and  a  more  constant  cause  of 
prosperity  to  states  as  well  as  individuals,  declines  amidst  all  her  ac- 
tivity, exertions,  and  successes. 

The  hopes  and  fears  of  other  nations  are  turning  by  degrees  from  her 
to  other  people,  and  these  she  will  find  it  harder  to  regain  than  even  the 
good  will  of  America,  which  is  also  leaving  her  every  day.  The  English 
nation  do  not  seem  to  me  to  see  anything  in  its  true  light  or  weigh  any- 
thing in  a  just  balance.  The  points  already  gained  by  Ireland  do  not 
appear  to  be  understood  in  England  in  their  consequences  ;  if  she  should 
carry  the  other  points  she  aims  at  she  will  become  a  dangerous  rival  to 
Great  Britain  in  trade,  and  even  in  political  power,  and  dangerous  to 
her  even  in  military;  and  she  must  and  will  carry  those  points  if  this 
war  is  continued.  Yet  the  predominant  temper  drowns  all  in  England. 
Their  pride,  revenge,  and  habits  of  domineering  will  not  suffer  them  to 
listen  to  anything  that  does  not  soothe  these  lively  passions.  The  fury 
that  appears  among  members  of  Parliament  convinces  me  that  the 
opposition  is  more  forniidable  than  you  seem  to  think  it.  The  commit- 
tees go  on,  and  although  I  do  not  found  uiy  expectations  ni)on  charac- 
ters that  now  appear,  1  know  that  these  committees  will  bring  up  others 
to  public  view  who  will  do  the  work.  When  society  gets  disturbed, 
men  of  great  talents  and  good  rpialities  are  always  found  or  made. 

I  think  I  am  perfectly  sure  of  myself  that  I  shall  never  be  led  much 
astray  by  my  resentments  against  the  English,  however  strong  they  may 
have  been  and  however  justly  founded.  Distrust  of  them  I  have,  quite 
separate  from  all  resentment,  so  fixed  by  twenty  years' incessant  atten- 
tion to  their  policy  that  it  is  very  possible  they  may  be  in  earnest  about 
terms  of  peace  before  I  shall  believe  it;  but  this  error,  I  hope,  will  do 
neither  them  nor  me  any  harm. 

I  wish  you  had  been  more  particular  concerning  that  buccaneering 
expedition  which  you  say  is  preparing  in  England  against  the  Spanish 
possessions  in  South  America. 

Nothing  from  America,  nor  from  Mr.  Laurens. 
Adieu. 

John  Adam!^. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  3,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  Prince  of  Orange,  stadtholder,  is  not  oidy  supposed  to  have 
ambitious  views  of  allying  his  family  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  but  is 
very  much  influenced  by  the  Duke  of  Brunswick,  who  is  a  field  marshal 
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and  commander-in-chief  of  tlie  Dutch  land  forces,  who  is  also  a  brother 
of  Prince  Ferdinand.  The  duke  is  not  upon  the  best  terms  with  Ids 
family,  because  they  think  he  is  too  much  attached  to  the  house  of 
Austria.  By  this  double  attraction  of  England  on  one  side  and  their 
old  friends  the  house  of  Austria  on  the  other  it  is  not  veiy  surprising 
that  his  most  serene  highness  is  drawn  a  little  aside  from  the  line  of  the 
American  cause,  which  is  now  so  closely  connected,  and  likely  to  be 
more  so,  with  the  house  of  Bourbon.  Hence  it  is  said  that  the  Count 
de  Byland  is  to  be  honorably  acquitted  by  the  court-martial,  and  hence 
the  embarrassments  the  Dutch  are  under  in  their  wishes  to  resent  like 
men  the  unparalleled  injuries  that  have  been  done  them  by  the  English. 
There  is,  however,  so  much  spirit  in  the  United  Provinces  as  to  oblige 
the  prince  to  put  on  the  appearance  of  resentment  at  the  insults  offered 
to  his  flag,  and  to  oblige  the  British  minister  to  assume  the  tone  of 
menace  in  order  to  work  upon  the  fears  of  the  people,  whose  property 
is  so  exposed  as  to  make  them  dread  a  war  with  any  nation  whatever. 
Congress  will,  however,  be  able  to  judge  of  what  is  doing  in  Holland 
by  the  following  proceedings.  A  petition  was  presented  to  their  high 
mightinesses  on  the  25th  of  February  for  the  equipment  of  fifty-two 
ships  of  war  in  the  following  terms : 

Your  hij;h  mightinesses  liaving  tbonght  proper,  by  your  resolution  of  the  17th  of 
this  mouth,  which  c;iine  to  us  the  22il,  to  require  us  to  preseufc  to  your  high  mighti- 
nesses, without  iulhieucing,  however,  in  anything  the  deliberations  of  the  confed- 
erates, a  petition  for  the  sum  of  2,d"J(>,5D8  florins,  to  assist  toward  the  one-half  of  the 
necessary  exjjcuse  for  an  extraordinary  equipment  of  fifty-two  vessels  of  war  and 
frigates,  which  are  to  be  put  in  a  condition  of  service  by  the  1st  of  May,  as  well  asof 
other  articles  more  fully  particularized  in  the  report  contained  in  the  resolution  of 
your  high  mightinesses  and  in  the  estimate  enclosed  with  it,  which  we  flatter  our- 
selves were  made  with  all  possible  accuracy,  while  the  funds  necessary  for  the  half 
of  the  equipment  above  mentioned  will  be  found  in  the  produce  of  certain  duties. 

We  have  been  the  more  zealous  not  to  delay  giving  satisfaction  to  the  requisition 
of  your  high  mightinesses,  as  we  consider  the  said  plan  as  tending  to  accomplish 
what  has  been  for  so  many  years  represented  and  advised,  as  well  by  his  serene  high- 
ness as  by  us,  in  general  petitions  addressed  successively  to  your  high  mightinesses, 
as  well  as  to  the  confederates  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  put  the  republic  in  a  more  respect- 
able state  of  defense  by  augmenting  her  marine  and  troops,  an  object  upon  which  it 
has  been  again  insisted  in  the  petition  of  the  current  year,  which  employed  such 
reasons  and  such  urgent  motives  to  this  purpose,  that  expressions  now  fail  us  for  add- 
ing anything  to  what  has  been  already  said ;  and  persuaded,  moreover,  as  we  are, 
that  the  circumstances  and  facts,  such  of  them  as  have  passed  in  a  manner  so  remark- 
able, render  useless  and  superfluous  all  further  reasonings  in  such  sort,  that  all  these 
details,  being  already  perfectly  understood  as  well  by  your  high  mightinesses  as  by 
the  confederates,  we  think  we  may  depend  upon  this  knowledge  in  expectation  of  the 
definitive  resolutions  of  your  high  mightinesses  equally  salutary  and  unanimous,  and 
the  effect  of  which  will  be  to  prevent  and  ward  off  the  new  misfortunes  which  may 
threaten  the  republic  ;  assured,  moreover,  and  persuaded  that  the  serious  intention  of 
the  confederates  is  to  accomplish  the  equipment  proposed,  with  all  that  depends 
upon  it,  and  that  to  this  end  their  high  mightinesses  will  be  pleased  not  only  to  give 
their  consent  to  the  petition  of  2,(320,598  florins,  formed  by  the  present,  but  also,  what 
is  more  important,  to  furnish  as  soon  as  possible  their  quota  to  the  general  treasury, 
by  which  means  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty,  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  the  equip- 
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lueiits,  may  be  possessed  of  the  means  uecessary  to  this  operation  at  convenient 
periods,  which  will  be  thought  more  indispensably  uecessary  on  casting  an  eye  on 
the  reasons  more  amply  alleged  in  tlie  report  of  the  colleges  of  admiralty,  and  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution  of  your  high  mightinesses  the  17th  of  February,  to  which 
we  refer, 

MEMORIAL. 

On  the  21st  of  Marcb,  1780,  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  the  British  ambassa- 
dor, presented  a  uiemorial  to  their  high  mightinesses  of  the  following 
tenor : 

High  and  Mighty  Lords  :  The  king,  my  master,  has  always  cultivated  the  friend- 
ship of  your  high  mightinesses,  and  has  always  considered  the  alliance  which  has  so 
long  subsisted  between  the  two  uatious  as  founded  upon  the  wisest  principles,  and  as 
essential  to  their  mutual  prosijerity.  The  principal  objects  of  this  alliance,  which 
stands  upon  the  immovable  basis  of  a  common  interest,  are  the  safety  and  prosperity 
of  the  two  states,  the  maintenance  of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  the  preservation  of 
that  just  balance  so  often  disturbed  by  the  ambitious  policy  of  the  house  of  Bourbon. 
When  the  court  of  Versailles,  in  direct  violation  of  the  public  faitb  and  of  the  com- 
mon rights  of  sovereigns,  had  broken  the  peace  by  a  league  made  with  the  rebel  sub- 
jects of  his  majesty,  avowed  and  declared  formally  by  the  Marquis  de  Noailles  ;  when 
by  immense  preparations  France  manifested  her  designs  of  annihilating  the  maritime 
power  of  England,  the  king  expected  that  your  high  mightinesses,  too  enlightened 
not  to  see  that  the  safety  of  the  republic  is  closely  connected  with  that  of  Great, 
Britain,  would  have  been  zealous  to  come  to  his  assistance.  One  of  the  tirst  cares  of 
his  majesty  was  to  iuform  your  high  mightinesses  of  ail  the  circumstances  of  this 
unjust  war;  and  in  the  critical  situation  in  which  the  king  found  himself  he  did  not 
forget  the  interests  of  his  ancient  allies;  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  shown  the  most 
sincere  desire  to  favor  the  commerce  and  the  free  navigation  of  the  republic  as  much 
as  the  safety  of  his  people  could  permit.  He  even  desisted  a  long  time  from  demautl- 
ing  the  succors  stipulated  by  the  treaties,  fuUilling  thus  his  own  engagements  with- 
out insisting  on  the  accomplishuient  of  those  of  your  high  mightinesses.  The  demand 
was  never  made  until  after  the  united  forces  of  France  and  Spain  showed  themselves 
ready  to  fall  upon  England,  and  there  attempt  a  descent  by  the  assistance  of  a 
formidable  fleet.  Although  frustrated  in  this  enterprise,  the  enemies  of  the  king 
meditate  still  the  same  project ;  and  it  is  by  the  express  order  of  his  nuijesty  that  the 
undersigned  renews  at  this  time,  in  a  manner  the  most  formal,  the  demand  of  the 
succors  stipulated  by  diti'erent  treaties,  and  particularly  by  that  of  the  year  171(i. 

Hitherto  your  high  mightinesses  have  been  silent  upon  an  article  so  essential;  at 
the  same  time,  you  have  insisted  on  a  forced  construction  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
of  the  year  1074,  against  the  abuse  of  which  Great  Britain  has  protested  at  all  times. 
This  interpretation  can  not  be  reconciled  to  the  clear  and  precise  stipulations  of  the 
secret  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  of  the  same  year. 

An  article  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  can  not  annul  an  article  so  essential  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  both  are  expressly  comprehended  in  the  principal  treaty  of  alliance  of 
1678,  by  which  your  high  mightinesses  are  obliged  to  furnish  to  his  majesty  the  suc- 
cors which  he  now  demands.  You  are  too  just  and  too  wise  not  to  feel  that  all  the 
engagements  between  powers  ought  to  be  mutually  and  reciprocally  observed;  and 
although  contracted  in  different  periods,  they  oblige  equally  the  contracting  parties. 
This  incontestable  principle  applies  itself  here  with  so  much  the  more  force  as  the 
treaty  of  1716  renews  all  the  anterior  engagements  between  the  crown  of  England 
and  the  republic,  and  incorporates  them,  as  it  were,  together. 

Moreover,  the  subscriber  had  orders  to  declare  to  your  high  mightinesses  that  he 
was  ready  to  enter  into  conferences  with  you,  to  regulate  in  an  amicable  manner  all 
which  might  be  necessary  to  avoid  misunderstandings  and  prevent  every  disagree- 
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able  occurrence,  by  concerting  measures  equitable  and  advantageous  for  the  respective 
subjects. 

This  friendly  offer  was  refused  in  a  manner  as  unexpected  as  it  was  extraordinary 
and  unusual  among  friendly  powers;  and  without  taking  notice  of  repeated  repre- 
sentations, both  public  and  secret,  upon  the  subject  of  convoys,  your  high  mighti- 
nesses have  not  only  granted  convoys  for  dift'erent  kinds  of  naval  stores,  but  you 
have  moreover  expressly  resolved  that  a  certain  number  of  vessels  of  war  should  be 
held  ready  to  convoy  in  the  sequel  naval  stores  of  every  species  destined  for  the  ports 
of  France,  and  this  at  a  time  when  the  subjects  of  the  republic  enjoyed,  by  the  force 
of  treaties,  a  freedom  and  an  extent  of  conmierce  and  of  navigation  far  beyond  that 
which  the  law  of  nations  allows  to  neutral  powers.  This  resolution,  and  the  orders 
given  to  Admiral  By  land  to  oppose  himself  by  force  to  tlie  visits  of  merchant  ships, 
have  given  place  to  the  incident  which  the  friendship  of  the  king  would  have  greatly 
desired  to  have  prevented.  But  it  is  notorious  that  this  admiral,  in  consequence  of 
his  instructions,  tirst  fired  upon  the  sloops  bearing  the  English  flag  which  were  sent 
to  make  the  visit  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty  of  1674.  It  was  then  a 
manifest  aggression,  a  direct  violation  of  the  same  treaty  which  your  high  mighti- 
nesses seem  to  look  upon  as  tho  most  sacred  of  all.  His  majesty  has  made  before- 
hand repeated  representations  of  the  necessity  and  justice  of  this  visit,  practised  in 
all  similar  circumstances,  and  fully  authorized  by  this  treaty.  They  were  informed 
in  London  that  there  were  in  the  Tcxel  a  great  number  of  vessels  loaded  with  naval 
stores,  and  particularly  with  masts  and  large  ship  timber,  ready  to  set  sail  for  France 
immediately  after,  or  under,  a  Dutch  convoy.  The  event  has  but  too  fully  proved 
the  truth  of  these  informations,  since  some  of  these  vessels  have  been  found  even 
under  this  convoy.  The  greatest  number  have  escaped,  and  have  carried  to  France 
the  most  efficacious  succors,  of  which  she  stood  in  the  greatest  necessity. 

At  tho  time  your  high  mightinesses  thus  aided  the  enemy  of  the  king  by  favoring 
the  transportation  of  these  succors  you  imposed  a  heavy  penalty  upon  the  subjects 
of  the  republic,  to  restrain  them  from  carrying  victuals  to  Gibraltar,  although  this 
place  was  comprehended  in  the  general  warranty  of  all  the  British  possessions  in 
Europe,  and  although  at  that  time  Spain  had  vexed  the  commerce  of  tho  rex»ublic 
in  a  manner  the  most  outrageous  and  unexampled. 

It  is  not  only  on  these  occasions  that  the  conduct  of  your  high  mightinesses  towards 
the  king  and  towards  the  enemy  of  his  majesty  forms  a  most  striking  contrast  in 
the  eyes  of  all  the  impartial  world.  No  one  is  ignorant  of  that  which  passed  in  the  too- 
well-known  atfair  of  Paul  .Jones.  Tho  asylum  granted  to  this  pirate  was  directly  con- 
trary to  the  treaty  of  Bred.a,  of  16G7,  and  even  to  the  proclamation  of  your  high  mighti- 
nesses of  1776.  Further,  although  your  high  mightinesses  have  kept,  and  still  keep, 
a  silence  the  most  absolute  with  regard  to  the  just  demands  of  his  majesty,  you  have 
been  forward,  at  the  simple  request  of  the  king's  enemies,  to  assure  them  of  an  abso- 
lute and  unconditional  neutralty,  without  any  exception  of  the  ancient  engagements 
of  the  republic  founded  upon  the  most  solemn  treaties.  Nevertheless,  the  king 
would  still  persuade  himself  that  all  which  has  passed  ought  to  be  attributed  less  to 
the  disposition  of  your  high  mightinesses  than  to  artifices  of  his  enemies,  who,  after 
having  excited  discord  among  the  members  of  the  state,  seek,  alternately  by  menaces 
and  by  promises,  to  animate  them  against  their  natural  ally.  His  majesty  can  not 
believe  that  your  high  mightinesses  have  taken  the  resolution  to  abandon  a  system 
which  the  republic  has  iiursued  for  more  than  a  century  with  so  much  success  and 
so  much  glory. 

But  if  such  was  the  resolution  of  your  high  mightinesses — if  you  were  determined 
to  forsake  the  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  in  refusing  to  fulfill  the  engagements  of 
it — there  would  arise  from  this  resolution  a  new  order  of  things.  The  king  would 
perceive  such  an  alteration  with  a  sensible  regret ;  but  the  consequences  which  would 
follow  from  it  would  be  necessary  and  unavoidable.  If  by  an  act  of  your  high  mighti- 
nesses the  republic  should  cease  to  be  the  ally  of  Great  Britain,  the  relations  between 
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the  two  nations  will  bo  totally  changed,  and  tbey  will  no  longor  have  any  other  ties 
or  relations  than  those  which  snbsist  between  nations  nentral  and  friendly.  Every 
treaty  being  reciprocal,  if  your  high  mightinesses  will  not  fulfill  your  engagements, 
the  consequence  will  bo  that  those  of  his  majesty  will  ceaso  to  bo  obligatory.  It  is 
in  pursuance  of  these  incontestable  principles  that  his  majesty  has  ordered  the  sub- 
scriber to  declare  to  your  high  mightinesses,  in  a  manner  the  most  friendly,  but  at 
the  same  time  the  most  serious,  that  if,  contrary  to  his  just  expectations,  your  high 
mightinesses  do  not  give  him,  within  the  term  of  three  weeks,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  presentation  of  this  memorial,  a  satisfactory  answer  touching  the  succors  de- 
manded eight  mouths  ago,  his  majesty,  considering  this  conduct  as  a  departure  from 
the  alliance  on  the  part  of  your  high  migtinesses,  will  no  longer  consider  the  United 
Provinces  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  other  neutral  powers  not  privileged  by 
treaties;  and  conseqncntly  will,  without  further  delay,  snspond  conditionally,  and 
until  further  orders,  in  regard  to  their  subjects,  all  the  particular  stipulations  of  the 
treaties  between  the  two  nations,  particularly  those  of  the  treaty  of  1674,  and  will 
hold  himself  simply  bound  by  the  general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  which 
ou'rht  to  serve  as  rules  between  powers  neutral,  and  not  privileged. 

'^  Joseph  Youkk. 

On  the  24th  of  March  the  States-General  made  the  following  answer 
to  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  : 

That  their  high  mightinesses  had  resolved  to  represent  to  his  T>ritannic  majesty, 
by  the  Count  de  Welderen,  their  envoy  extraordinary,  that  having  seen  by  the 
memorial  of  the  ambassador,  dated  the  21st  of  March,  that  his  majesty  fixed  a  term  of 
three  weeks  to  have  a  satisfactory  answer  touching  the  succors  demanded,  their  high 
mii'^htinesses  wished  to  satisfy  as  soon  as  possible  the  desires  of  his  Britannic  majesty 
by  giving  him  a  positive  answer;  but  they  foresaw  that  the  form  of  government  in- 
herent in  the  constitution  of  the  republic  would  not  permit  them  to  complete  their 
answer  in  the  time  specified,  as,  the  memorial  of  the  ambassador  having  become  an 
object  of  the  deliberations  of  the  representative  provinces,  it  was  necessary  to  wait 
the  resolution  of  the  several  states,  the  assemblies  of  which  were  now  sitting  or 
about  to  sit;  that  their  high  mightinesses  assured  themselves  that  his  majesty,  con- 
8ideriu<^  these  reasons,  would  not  persist  rigorously  in  the  time  fixed,  to  the  end  that 
their  high  mightinesses  might  have  that  of  forming,  in  a  manner  conformable  to  the 
constitution  of  the  republic  (in  which  their  high  mightinesses  had  not  a  right  to 
make  any  alteration)  an  answer  to  the  memorial  of  the  ambassador,  their  high 
mightinesses  promising  to  neglect  nothing  for  accelerating,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
deliberations  upon  the  subject;  and  they  pray  the  ambassador  to  support  these  rep- 
resentations with  his  good  offices  with  the  king,  his  master. 

Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  after  reading  this  answer,  replied,  that  whatever 
might  be  his  desire  to  satisfy  the  inclinations  of  their  high  mighti- 
nesses, the  orders  of  the  king,  his  master,  would  not  permit  him  upon 
this  occasion ;  that,  however,  he  doubted  not  that  they  would  be 
equally  satisfied  by  the  representations  with  Avhich  their  high  mighti- 
nesses had  charged  the  Count  de  Welderen  at  the  court  of  London. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  3,  1780. 

Sir:  The  ferinentatiou  in  England  has  already  distressed  the  admin- 
istration and  overawed  some  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
but  there  is  room  to  suspect  that  this  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the 
approach  of  an  election.  The  petitions  are  very  far  from  being  univer- 
sal, and  the  congress  of  the  subcommittees  is  not  yet  numerous. 

At  a  meeting  of  these  from  York,  Surrey,  Middlesex,  Sussex,  Glou- 
cester, Hertford,  Kent,  Huntington,  Dorset,  Bucks,  Chester,  Devon, 
and  Essex,  from  the  cities  of  London,  Westminster,  Gloucester,  and 
the  towns  of  Newcastle  and  Nottingham,  holden  at  the  St.  Albans 
tavern,  and  afterwards  by  adjournment  at  the  great  room  in  King  street, 
St.  James,  on  the  11th,  14th,  15th,  17th,  18th,  and  20th  days  of  March, 
1780,  the  Reverend  Christopher  Wyvill  in  the  chair,  a  memorial  was 
agreed  on,  containing  reasons  for  a  plan  of  association. 

They  affirm  that  there  is  a  despotic  system,  and  they  date  the  com- 
mencement of  it  nearly  from  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign,  and 
they  say  that  they  have  arrived  at  the  crisis  which  the  wisest  of  politi- 
cal writers  marked  for  the  downfall  of  British  liberty  when  the  legis- 
lative body  shall  become  as  corrupt  as  tlie  executive.  They  should 
have  said  more  corrupt,  because  that  is  undoubtedly  the  fact  at  present, 
as  well  as  the  case  stated  by  Montesquieu. 

They  say  that  by  the  unhappy  war  with  America,  begotten  in  the 
first  instance  of  this  despotic  system  and  nursed  with  a  view  of  giving 
completion  to  it,  the  fatal  influence  of  the  crown  has  been  armed  with 
more  ample  means  for  enslaving  Parliament,  while  the  nation  has  vis- 
ibly sunk  almost  into  beggary.  Never  did  any  country  experience  so 
sudden  a  reverse  from  prosperity  to  depression.  They  state  the  fall  of 
rents,  the  accumulation  of  taxes,  and  the  stagnation  of  all  credit.  They 
then  run  a  long  course  of  reasoning  to  show  the  utility,  importance,  and 
necessity  of  the  several  things  they  recommended  to  the  people  of 
England,  which  are  all  comprehended  in  a  few  propositions. 

(1)  They  recommend  perseverance  in  the  petitions  and  an  associa- 
tion in  support  of  them. 

(2)  A  new  law  for  taking  the  suffrages  of  the  peo])le  at  elections  to 
prevent  expense  and  intiuence. 

(3)  To  adopt  as  part  of  their  general  associations  the  following  prop, 
ositious: 

I.  That  an  examination  be  made  into  all  the  branches  of  the  receipt, 
expenditure,  and  mode  of  keeping  and  passing  accounts  of  public 
money. 

II.  One  hundred,  at  least,  of  additional  members  of  counties  in  the. 
House  of  Commons. 

III.  That  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  be  annually  elected^ 
_ ■ -™ 'i 
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IV.  That  it  is  recommended  to  all  voters  to  support  at  the  next 
election  snch  candidates  as  shall,  by  signing  the  association  or  other- 
wise, satisfy  them  that  they  will  support  tliese  regulations  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

In  the  Middlesex  committee,  at  the  Masons'  tavern,  March  24,  this 
circular  letter  and  the  memorial  it  contained  were  unanimously  approved 
and  their  members  in  the  general  congress  thanked.  In  the  Westmin- 
ster committee,  King's  Arms  tavern.  Palace  yard,  March  15, 1780,  it  was 
resolved,  "that  by  the  resolution  of  the  general  meeting,  directing  this 
committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of  association  on  legal  and  constitutional 
grounds  to  support  the  laudable  reform  and  such  other  measures  as 
may  conduce  to  restore  the  freedom  of  Parliament,  this  committee  con- 
ceive themselves  bound  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  every  question 
tending  to  establish  the  independency  of  Parliament  on  a  solid  and 
durable  basis.  That  the  duration  of  Parliament  and  the  state  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  are  questions  immediately  under  this 
description;  that  a  subcommittee,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  representation  of  the  nation 
and  make  a  report."  On  the  20th  of  March  the  subcommittee  reported. 
The  report  is  dated  the  19th. 

That  new  Parliameuts,  to  be  lioUlen  once  in  every  year,  were  the  ancient  usage, 
and  declared  to  be  the  hereditary  and  indefeasible  ligbt  of  the  people  of  England  ; 
that  the  6th  of  William  and  Mary  is  llie  lirst  which  attempts  to  appoint  the  time  of 
the  continnauco  of  Parliaiiieiit  to  be  for  the  term  of  three  years,  though  the  same  act 
recognizes  the  ancient  laws  and  statutes  of  this  kingdom  by  which  annual  Parlia- 
ments were  confirmed,  and  declares  that  frequent  and  new  Parliaments  tend  very 
much  to  the  happy  union  and  good  agreement  of  the  king  and  people;  that  by  the 
1st  of  George  I,  the  Parliament  then  chosen  for  three  years  (by  acquiescence  of 
the  people  to  the  act  of  William  and  Mary,  on  the  faith  of  its  declaring  that  from 
henceforth  no  Parliament  whatsoever  that  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  called, 
assembled,  or  held  shall  have  anj'  continuance  for  longer  than  three  years  only  at 
the  furthest)  did  pass  an  act  to  prolong  its  continuance  to  seven  years;  that  tem- 
porary considerations  are  stated  in  the  preamble  to  the  act  as  the  principal  motive 
for  the  act  itself;  that  the  6th  of  William  and  Mary  is  worded  as  if  declaratory  of 
what  was  conceived,  however  falsely,  to  have  been  the  constitution  of  the  country, 
but  that  the  septennial  act  assumes  a  power  of  altering  the  duration  of  Parliament 
at  pleasure;  that  th^se  alterations  in  the  constitution  of  Parlian)ent  were  made 
without  commuuicatiou  with  the  constituent  body  of  the  people,  and  have  been 
continued  without  the  sanction  of  their  .approbation  ;  that  the  septennial  bill  was 
strongly  opposed  in  Parliament,  aud  a  direct  infringement  on  the  constitution,  and  a 
tlagrant  breach  of  trust  towards  the  constituent  body  ;  that  it  was  supported  almost 
entirely  on  the  principle  of  expediency  ;  that  the  voice  of  the  i)eople  apjieared 
strongly  against  it  in  many  respectable  petitious  to  Parliament  on  the  occasion,  and 
that  a  constitutional  protest  was  entered  by  the  Peers,  stating  that  frequent  Parlia- 
ments wore  the  fundamental  constitution  of  the  kingdom;  that  the  House  of  Commons 
ought  to  be  chosen  by  the  people,  and  when  continued  for  a  longer  time  than  they 
were  chosen  for  they  were  then  chosen  by  the  Parliament,  and  not  by  the  people; 
that  they  conceived  the  bill,  so  far  from  preventing  corruption,  would  rather  increase 
it,  for  the  longer  a  Parliament  was  to  last  the  more  valuable  to  corrupt  ones  would 
be  the  purchase,  and  th.at  all  the  reasons  which  had  been  given  for  long  Parliaments 
might  be  given  for  making  them  perpetual,  which  would  be  an  absolute  subversion 
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of  the  third  estate;  that  various  motions  were  afterwards  made  and  strongly  sup- 
ported for  a  repeal  of  the  septennial  act,  particularly  a  motion  for  annual  Parlia- 
ments in  1774,  which  was  lost  only  by  a  majority  of  thirty-two  ;  that  the  city  of 
London  and  other  respectable  bodies  continued  to  instruct  their  representatives  to 
prosecute  this  object  in  the  most  vigorous  manner  as  essentially  necessary  to  the 
independency  and  integrity  of  Parliament,  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  pros- 
perity of  their  country;  that  by  the  8th  of  Henry  the  Sixth  the  Parliament,  then 
elected  by  the  commonalty  at  large,  passed  an  act  to  disfranchise  the  greater  part  of 
their  constituents,  by  limiting  the  right  of  election  of  knights  of  the  shire  to  persons 
having  free  lauds,  or  tenants  to  the  value  of  40s.  by  the  year  at  the  least,  which 
restriction  has  ever  since  continued  ;  that  many  towns  and  boroughs,  formerly  entitled 
for  their  repute  and  reputation  to  send  members  to  Parliament,  have  since  fallen  iuto 
decay,  yet  continue  to  have  a  representation  equal  to  the  most  opulent  counties  and 
cities,  while  other  towns  and  places,  which  have  risen  iuto  consideration  and  become 
populous  and  wealthy,  have  no  representatives  in  Parliament;  that  the  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  England  and  Wales  is  about  five  millions;  that  of  these  twelve 
hundred  thousand  are  supposed  capable  of  voting  as  the  constitution  stood  before 
the  restrictive  act  above  quoted;  thatnot  more  than  two  hundred  and  fourteen  thou- 
sand are  at  present  permitted  to  vote ;  that  out  of  these  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  freeholders  elect  ninety-two  members  for  fifty-two  counties;  forty-three 
thousand  citizens,  freemen,  and  others,  elect  fifty-two  members  for  twenty-three 
cities  and  two  universities,  and  forty-one  thousand  electors  choose  throe  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  members  for  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  towns  and  boroughs-  that 
fifty  of  these  members  are  returned  by  three  hundred  and  forty  electors,  and  a  num- 
ber scarcely  above  six  thousand,  being  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  of  the  boroughs,  return  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  representatives, 
which  is  a  majority  of  the  whole  English  House  of  Commons  and  the  efficient  rep- 
resentation of  above  five  millionsof  people;  that  many  of  these  boroughs  are  imme- 
diately under  the  influence  of  the  crown,  as  the  cinque  ports;  many  of  them  are 
private  property,  affording  hereditary  seats,  as  those  under  burgage  tenure,  and  some 
of  them  almost  without  houses  or  inhabitants,  as  Galton,  Newtown,  and  Old  Sarum  • 
that,  considering  the  representation  with  reference  to  property,  many  counties  return 
representatives  out  of  all  proportion  to  what  they  contribute  to  the  public  revenue ; 
that  Cornwall  pays  to  land  tax  and  subsidy  sixteen  parts  out  of  five  hundred  and 
thirty,  and  sends  forry-four  members  to  Parliament,  while  Middlesex  pays  not  less  in 
proportion  than  two  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  sends  eight  members;  so  that  the 
inequality  of  the  representation  of  this  country  with  regard  to  property  is  still  greater 
than  when  estimated  according  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants. 

Tlie  Westmiuster  committee,  after  cousideriug  this  report,  Mr.  Fox 
in  the  chair,  came  to  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  That  annual  Parliaments  are  the  undoubted  right  of  the  people  of  England  ;  and 
that  the  act  which  prolonged  their  duration  was  subversive  of  the  constitution,  and 
a  violation,  on  the  part  of  the  representatives,  of  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them  by 
their  constituents. 

2.  That  the  present  state  of  the  representation  of  this  country  is  inadequate  to  the 
object,  and  a  departure  from  the  first  principles  of  the  constitution. 

;?.  That  thanks  be  given  to  the  subciunmittee  for  their  very  intelligent  report. 
4.  That  copies  of  it  be  sent  to  the  several  committees  of  the  counties,  cities,  and 
boroughs  of  the  kingdom. 

I  have  been  thus  jiarticular  in  stating  the  proceedings  of  these  com- 
mittees, becanse  it  must  be  an  advantage  for  Congress  :o  have  them  all 
in  view  and  to  see  the  whole  of  the  foundation  that  is  laid.  They  are 
some  of  the  most  important  proceedings  of  the  present  reign  ;  they  are 
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the  eoinineiicemeut  of  a  new  sovereignty  in  opposition  to  the  old.  If 
there  is  virtue  or  good  sense  in  tlie  nation,  these  niaehines  will  discover 
it  and  set  it  in  motion,  and  provided  the  war  continues  it  will  prevail ; 
but  if  there  is  neither  virtue  nor  sense  remaining,  or  not  enough  of  these 
to  produce  the  desired  eftect,  it  will  probably  bo  the  last  national  effort 
made  in  favor  of  liberty,  and  despotism  will  range  at  large. 

If  the  king  would  make  peace  now,  he  would  dissipate  all  these  com- 
binations in  England,  Ireland,  and  Holland,  as  well  as  prevent  the 
treaty  with  S[)aiu  (which  I  believe  is  in  a  good  way,  from  a  letter  which 
I  lately  saw  from  Mr.  Carmichael)  from  giving  advantages  to  Spain 
and  disadvantages  to  England  which  can  never  be  altered.  But  if  he 
continues  the  war  long,  if  he  should  have  signal  successes,  these  may 
dispel  the  storms  in  England  and  Ireland;  but  if  he  should  be  unsuccess- 
ful, the  new  sovereignty  will  probably  prevail  against  him,  after  involv- 
ing the  three  kingdoms  in  confusion  and  blood. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  4,  1780. 

Sir  :  There  is  an  anecdote  from  Malaga  which  ought  to  be  mentioned 
to  Congress,  because  it  can  not  fail  to  have  serious  consequences. 

The  Swedish  frigate  the  Illerim,  of  thirty-four  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Ankerloo,  on  the  28th  of  February,  at  half  after  8  o'clock  at 
night,  met  an  English  privateer  belonging  to  Minorca,  of  twenty-eight 
guns.  The  Swedish  captain,  after  hailing  the  privateer,  let  her  continue 
her  course,  and  went  on  quietly  his  own  -,  about  half  an  hour  after,  the 
privateer  returning  ranged  herself  astern  of  the  frigate  and  unexpect- 
edly discharged  both  his  broadsides,  loaded  with  langrage,  which  killed 
three  sailors,  broke  the  thigh  and  the  right  leg  of  the  captain,  wounded 
the  lieutenant  and  some  people  of  the  crew.  Ankerloo,  who  in  the 
evening  had  been  obliged  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind  to  draw  in  his  guns 
and  shut  up  his  ports,  not  finding  himself  prepared  for  battle,  his  officers 
took  immediate  measures,  with  the  utmost  alertness,  for  repulsing  the 
privateer,  which  did  in  fact  at  last  receive  one  broadside  from  the  frig- 
ate; but  upon  the  whole  she  escaped  in  the  night  by  the  force  of  sails 
and  of  oars.  After  this  perfidy  on  the  part  of  the  English,  Ankerloo 
would  have  entered  JMarseilles  for  the  sake  of  dressing  his  wounds,  but 
having  met  with  contrary  winds  and  bad  weather  for  three  days,  he  put 
into  Malaga,  where  he  went  ashore  to  the  house  of  the  Swedish  consul, 
where  he  is  since  dead  of  his  wounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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De  Neufville  to  Jay.* 

Amsterdam,  A2>ril  6,  1780. 

Sir:  We  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your  excellency  on  your  safe 
arrival  in  Europe.  By  principle  warmly  attached  to  the  American 
cause,  we  could  wish  we  saw  our  states  in  a  situation  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  their  sister  republic,  and  though  we  could  only 
cultivate  private  connections  as  yet,  we  took  the  liberty  to  address  some 
intelligence  to  your  excellency  when  President  of  Congress.  We  should 
reckon  ourselves  extremely  hai)py  to  know  v^hether  our  letter  came  to 
hand  before  your  excellency  left  Philadelphia,  and  whether  we  may 
form  any  hopes  that  our  zeal  may  prove  successful  for  the  benefit,  as 
we  intended,  of  both  countries;  [ami  as  we  wish  to  continue  always  in 
the  same  zeal,  we  could  be  able  to  give  further  information  from  what 
since  hath  happened  in  Europe,  and  these  to  relate,  if  such  confidence 
prove  acceptable]. t 

Meanwhile  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  all  possible  regard,  etc., 

John  de  Neufville  &  Son. 


Franklin  to  Jay.t 

Passy,  April  7,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  some  time  in  suspense  about  writing  to  you, 
not  knowing  whether  jou  were  at  Cadiz  or  Madrid.  But  being  in- 
formed a  few  days  since  that  you  had  set  out  for  the  latter,  I  now 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  several  favors  of  September  26  from 
Philadelphia,  December  27  from  Martinique,  January  2G  and  March  3 
from  Cadiz. 

The  account  yon  give  of  the  prudent  and  pleasing  conduct  of  ^L 
Gerard  agrees  perfectly  with  my  opinion  of  him.  I  communicated  it 
to  his  brother,  who  is  secretary  to  the  council  of  state. 

Your  bill  drawn  in  favor  of  M.  Bingham  for  3,379  livres  8  sols  came 
to  hand  and  was  immediately  accepted. 

In  a  former  letter,  which  I  hope  you  have  by  this  time  received,  I  ac- 
quainted you  that  your  bill  drawn  at  Cadiz  for  4,071)  livres  touruois  had 
been  presented  and  accepted  ;  and,  though  payable  only  at  sixty  days 
from  the  date.  I  ordered  it,  as  you  requested,  to  be  paid  immediately. 

I  thank  you  for  the  communication  of  the  letters  you  had  written  to 
the  ministers;  they  are  extremely  well  drawn.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see 
also,  if  you  think  proper,  the  answers  you  received.  In  my  next  I  shall 
in  return  give  you  some  account  of  a  secret  negotiation  I  am  engaged 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  159,  Corr,,  with  verbal  changes  and 
omissions. 

t  Passage  in  "brackets  omitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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in  with  Denmark  on  occasion  of  their  delivering  up  three  prizes  to  the 
English  that  had  been  taken  by  the  Alliance. 

The  reports  you  tell  me  prevail  at  Cadiz  that  the  loan  office  bills  pay- 
able in  France  have  not  been  duly  honored  are  wicked  falsehoods.  Not 
one  of  them  duly  indorsed  by  the  original  proprietor  was  ever  refused 
by  me  or  the  payments  delayed  a  moment ;  and  the  few  not  so  in- 
dorsed have  been  also  paid  on  the  guaranty  of  the  presenter  on  some 
person  of  known  credit.  No  reason  whatever  has  been  given  for  re- 
fusing payment  of  a  bill  except  this  very  good  one,  that  either  the 
first,  second,  third,  or  fourth  of  the  same  set  had  been  already  paid. 
The  pretense  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  whole  set  to  arrive  before  the 
money  could  be  paid  is  too  absurd  and  ridiculous  for  any  one  to  make 
use  of  who  knows  anything  of  the  nature  of  bills  of  exchange.  The 
unexpected  large  drafts  made  upon  me  by  Congress  and  others,  exclu- 
sive of  these  from  the  loan  office,  have  indeed  sometimes  embarrassed 
me  not  a  little,  and  put  me  to  difficulties;  but  I  have  overcome  these 
difficulties  so  as  never  to  have  been  obliged  to  make  the  smallest  ex- 
cuse or  desire  the  least  delay  of  payment  from  any  jjresenter  of  such 
bills.  Those  reports  must  therefore  have  been  invented  hy  enemies  to 
our  country,  or  by  persons  who  proposed  an  advantage  to  themselves 
by  purchasing  them  at  an  under  rate.  Enclosed  I  sent  you  a  certificate 
of  our  banker  in  refutation  of  those  calumnies.  The  letters  you  men- 
tion having  for  me,  if  they  were  not  those  brought  to  me  by  M.  Gerard, 
you  will  be  so  good  as  to  send  me  by  post;  as  to  the  packets,  please  to 
open  them,  and  if  they  contain  only  newspapers,  retain  them  till  you 
have  opportunity  by  some  private  hand,  as  the  postage,  they  being  old, 
will  exceed  their  value. 

Your  bill  for  564  livres  18  sols  10  deniers  has  been  presented  and 
accepted  and  will  be  duly  paid.  I  hope  you  are  before  this  time  ac- 
quainted with  the  credit  I  long  since  lodged  for  you  at  Madrid  for  1,000 
louis  with  M.  le  Marquis  d'Yranda,  which  will  make  the  trouble  of 
drawing  on  me  unnecessary.  1  hope  also  you  will  be  able  to  obtain 
some  aids  of  money  from  that  court  for  the  Congress  to  be  sent  out 
in  the  goods  I  have  been  obliged  to  omit  for  want  of  money.  This 
court  is  hearty  and  steady  in  our  favor.  A  considerable  armament  is 
going  out,  from  which  we  have  reason  to  hope  great  advantage  in  the 
ensuing  campaign. 

I  wish  to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival  at  Madrid.  Be  pleased  to  make 
my  respects  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  believe  me  to  be,  etc., 

B.   Franklin. 
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»  J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  7,  1780. 
Sir  :  There  are  several  articles  of  intelligence  to-day  which  are  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  my  letter  of  yesterday.     One  is  from  The 
Hague,  the  2d  of  April : 

Thursday  night  last  two  couriers  from  Petersbnrgh  arrived  here,  alighted  at  the 
hotel  of  the  Prince  Gallitziu,  the  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  majesty  the  Empress 
of  all  the  Eussias  to  the  States-General.  One  of  the  couriers  set  off  immediately  for 
London  to  the  Russian  minister,  who  resides  there.  The  Prince  Gallitzin,  having 
been  in  conference  the  next  day  with  the  president  of  the  assembly  of  their  high 
mightinesses  relative  to  the  said  despatches,  this  minister  sent  back  the  next  night 
after  his  arrival  the  same  courier.  Froui  that  time  the  report  runs  that  tbe  oliject 
of  these  despatches  w^is  to  commnnicate  to  the  republic  the  measures  taken  by  Russia 
with  some  of  the  northern  powers  for  insuring  respectively  the  safety  of  the  navi- 
gation and  commerce  of  their  subjects  and  to  invite  the  States-General  to  enter  into 
the  same  arrangements. 

The  other  is  from  Constantinople,  the  14th  of  February: 

The  privateers  continue  to  vex  the  neutral  ships  in  the  seas  of  the  grand  seignior 
by  visiting  and  stopping  them  wherever  they  tind  them,  and  even  without  any  dis- 
cretion, at  the  entry  of  the  ports  and  under  the  guns  of  our  fortresses.  The  French 
frigate  the  Gracieiise,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Cyprus,  having  learned 
that  an  English  ))rivateer  had  brought  into  the  port  of  this  island  a  French  prize, 
sent  to  her  some  boats  armed  to  retake  her,  which  they  could  not  accomplifsh,  how- 
ever, without  having  some  men  killed  on  both  sides.  The  English  consul,  having 
carried  his  complaints  to  the  government  of  the  island  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of 
nations  and  demanded  assistance,  he  was  so  well  succored  that  the  French  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  prize,  and  all  of  their  nation  who  were  in  the  island  came 
very  near  being  massacred  by  the  Turks.  As  the  Porte  has  also  been  informed  that, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  ship  SiDi/rna,  of  Rotterdam,  has  run  a  risk  of  undergoing  the 
same  fate  with  the  ship  of  Captain  Kinder,  of  Amsterdam,  and  perhaps  to  sutfer 
treatment  still  harder,  and  in  sight  of  the  city  of  Smyrna,  she  has  not  only  resolved 
to  send  new  orders  to  all  the  commandants  to  enjoin  them  very  seriously  to  observe 
a  neutrality  the  most  exact  by  fulfilling  their  duty,  but  she  has  also  testided  her 
sensibility  in  regard  to  all  theie  depredations  to  the  ambassadors  of  the  courts  of 
France  and  England,  by  sending  to  them  last  Saturday  a  representation  in  writing, 
purporting  that  as  the  Porte  had  not  failed  to  observe  during  the  war  between  France 
and  England  an  exact  and  perfect  neutrality,  to  facilitate  their  commerce  upon  an 
ecjual  footing  and  to  afford  to  their  ships  all  iiossible  safety  in  her  seas,  it  was  natural 
that  she  should,  and  ought  to,  expect  that  the  two  powers  would  answer  her  conduct 
with  a  sincere  friendship.  That  at  the  news  of  the  first  differences  arisen  between 
the  two  kingdoms  there  were  conferences  held  with  their  ambassadors,  in  which  it 
was  agreed,  upon  an  equal  footing,  that  the  rules  of  the  sea  should  not  be  violated, 
and  that  they  should  be,  on  the  contrary,  exactly  observed  and  respected.  That,  in 
consequence  of  this  agreement,  the  Porte  had  not  neglected  anything  to  fulfill  her 
engagments,  by  giving  orders  to  all  her  commanders  of  fortresses  and  castles  in  the 
empire  to  jirotect  the  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen  against  every  attack,  and  not 
to  suffer  that  any  hostilities  should  be  commenced  in  the  ports  of  the  grand  seignior 
and  under  the  cannon  and  in  sight  of  his  fortresses. 

But  in  spite  of  all  these  measures  these  powers  had  not  taken  care  to  observe  them, 
which  was  the  cause  that  no  nation  could  now  navigate  freely  and  safely  ;  that  even 
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to  this  time  tbe  Porte  had  not  received  the  lea.st  answer  on  tLe  subject  of  a  regula- 
tion of  neutrality,  which  had  been  formed  upon  the  footing  of  that  which  had  been 
established  during  former  wars  between  Christian  powers,  and  of  which  communica- 
tion had  been  made  to  the  said  ambassadors,  with  a  view  to  put  a  stop  to  the  intoler- 
able irregularities  which  had  taken  place  in  his  eoas,  and  to  the  end  to  prevent  in 
consequence  continual  complaints  and  representations.  That  the  Porte  was  informed 
forei'TU  privateers  held  his  ports  blocked  up,  and  forced  the  ships  which  entered  into 
them  or  went  out,  without  even  excepting  the  Turkish  vessels,  to  submit  to  their 
unjust  visits  and  searches. 

That  such  a  conduct  l)eiug  contrary  to  the  honor  of  the  empire,  the  Porte  ought  to 
determine,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  commuuicate  to  the  belligerent  powers,  a  good 
re'-ulation,  to  the  end  to  procure  liy  that  meaus  repose  to  his  subjects  whom  Provi- 
dence had  conlided  to  his  care,  and  to  this  end  it  was  necessary  that  the  ambassadors 
of  these  two  powers  should  be  advertised  to  reiiuest  their  courts  in  the  lirst  place  to 
send,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  captains  and  ofticers  of  ships  armed  for  war.  or 
privateers,  precise  orders;  and  as  some  time  must  pass  before Yhey  can  receive  such 
orders,  the  Porte  hopes  that  the  gentlemen  the  ambassadors  will  be  so  good,  in  the 
mean  time,  as  to  order  the  captains  and  officers  to  suspend  their  operations  and 
abstain  fi-om  all  acts  of  hostility. 

And  as,  in  consequence  of  the  ancient  regnlations,  every  time  that  any  vessels  of 
Avar  or  armed  ships  cojue  into  the  seas  of  the  grand  seignior  the  foreign  ministers 
'A'ere  held  to  give  notice  to  the  Porte  of  the  object  of  their  expedition  or  voyage,  of 
their  destination,  and  of  the  time  they  were  to  stay,  it  could  not  but  be  regarded  as 
unreasonable,  and  entirely  contrary  to  the  reciprocal  friendship,  if  these  formalities 
should  not  be  observed;  the  Porte  considering  it  as  one  of  its  principal  duties  to 
employ  all  possible  means  to  procure  the  tranquillity  of  its  merchants,  to  protect  their 
possessions  against  all  force  and  injustice,  as  also  to  grant  its  protection  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  those  of  other  jiowers,  who  aie  equally  good 
friends  of  this  empire. 

The  Porte  finishes  by  giving  notice  to  the  ambassadors  that  the  cap- 
itan  pacha  was  ordered  to  oppose  himself  in  a  friendly  manner  to  the 
enterprises  of  those  who  shcnld  pursue  the  ancient  proceedings,  and  to 
protect  the  merchants  and  the  ships  of  all  nations  who  carry  on  com- 
merce in  the  countries  of  this  empire  whose  sovereigns  live  in  friend- 
ship with  the  Porte. 

A  third  is  a  letter  from  Petersburgh,  of  March  7 : 

The  rencounter  which  the  Dutch  convoy,  on  going  out  of  the  Texel  the  latter  end 
of  December,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Byland.iiad  with  the  Engli.sh  squad- 
ron under  Commodore  Fielding,  as  well  as  the  violent  and  hostile  manner  in  which 
they  made  prize  of  this  convoy,  have  occasioned  here  the  greatest  astonishment ; 
and  it  is  very  much  desired  to  kuow  the  consequences  of  this  measure,  which  is  gen- 
erally considered  as  very  offensive  to  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  de- 
rogatory both  to  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  two  nations,  to  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  to  the  respect  which  ought  to  take  jilace  between  two  free  and  independ- 
ent powers. 

But  that  which  is  thought  more  extraordinary  still  is,  that  the  court 
of  London  should  have  ordered  a  step  so  violent  and  insulting  at  a 
time  when,  having  to  maintain  a  war  so  dangerous  as  that  against 
France,  Spain,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  her  situation  must 
appear  not  less  anxious  than  dangerous,  which  this  court  itself  seems 
to  acknowledge,  by  representing,  as  she  has  done,  that  not  finding  her- 
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self  in  a  condition  to  oppose  the  dangerons  designs  of  tlie  house  of 
Bourbon  (which,  if  you  believe  her,  threaten  the  safety  of  all  Europe), 
she  believed  herself  consequently  to  have  cause  to  demand  succors  here 
as  well  as  from  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces.  However  this 
may  be,  it  is  nevertheless  notorious  that  the  solicitations  of  England 
have  produced  no  effect  here,  which  has  given  no  small  satisfaction  to 
those  who  consider  in  their  proper  point  of  light  the  designs  and  the 
conduct  of  this  power  since  the  commencement  of  this  war  against  the 
liberty  of  commerce  and  the  navigation  of  free  and  independent  pow- 
ers, by  means  of  which  people  in  general  seem  so  much  the  more  pleased 
with  the  present  resolution  taken  by  her  majesty  the  Empress  of  all  the 
Russias  relative  to  the  said  solicitation,  as  well  as  with  the  sj^steni  of 
neutrality  which  she  has  adopteil ;  because,  without  this  wise  measure, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  Great  Britain  would  have  pushed  much  further 
the  irregularity  of  her  proceedings. 

The  English  who  are  here  exert  themselves  as  much  as  they  can  to 
justify,  and  even  to  praise,  this  proceeding  of  their  nation  towards  the 
said  convoy  5  but  in  vain  have  they  attempted  to  induce  the  public  to 
adopt  this  error,  by  advancing  boldly  that  the  court  of  Russia  approves 
the  violence  which  they  have  exercised  in  this  rencounter.  No  man  be- 
lieves them,  since,  in  fact,  it  is  impossible  that  theempress  can  ajiprove 
an  action  so  diametrically  opposite  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  to  the  law 
of  nations,  as  well  as  to  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  and  independent 
power,  the  injustice  of  which  is  so  notorious,  that,  if  it  had  been  com- 
mittedwith  simihir  circumstances  upon  tiie  Russian  flag,  the  princess 
herself  would  have  been  the  first  to  have  condemned  it.  Thus  the  re- 
ports which  the  English  propagate  here,  of  the  approbation  given  to 
these  proceedings,  imply  so  much  the  more  of  a  manifest  contradiction 
to  the  sentiments  and  manner  of  thinking  of  the  empress  and  her  min- 
isters, that  it  is  well  known  that  from  the  beginning  of  the  present 
troubles  the  court  of  Russia  has  made  rei)resentations  and  complaints 
against  that  of  London  for  the  violent  and  arbitrary  manner  of  acting 
which  this  last  has  indulged  herself  in  against  the  navigation  and  com- 
merce of  neutral  powers,  from  whence  it  has  resulted  that  other  nations, 
in  imitation  of  this  proceeding,  have  embarrassed  business  more  and 
more,  until  there  exists  no  safety  for  any,  which  causes  the  greatest 
embarrassment  to  merchants  and  the  freighters  of  ships. 

1  ought  to  jidd  to  this  letter  that  the  English  emissaries,  who  propa- 
gate false  news  everywhere  and  about  everything,  having  circulated  a 
report  that  the  Porte  was  discontented  with  the  peace  made  with  Rus- 
sia, the  grand  seignior  thought  it  necessary  to  order  the  interpreter  of 
the  court  to  declare  to  all  foreign  ministers  that  the  sultan  and  all  his 
ministers  had  every  reason  to  be  very  well  satisfied  with  the  accommo- 
dation with  the  Empress  of  Russia,  and  that  he  wasdetermined  to  main- 
tain religiously  all  the  articles  contained  in  that  treaty.    All  these  things 
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tend  to  show  tbat  the  state  of  Europe  continues  the  same,  and  that 
England,  instead  of  getting  an  ally,  is  likely  to  bave  a  combination  of 
all  maritime  powers  to  bring  ber  to  reason. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  8,  1780. 
Sir:  It  will  not  be  disagreeable  to  Congress  to  see  a  list  of  the  naval 
losses  of  the  English  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

Taken  htj  Ihe  American  and  French. 


Vessel. 


Active 

Fox  (1st) 

Fox  (2d) , 

Lively 

Hellena  (scboonei) 

Ardent 

Thorn 

Drake 

Minerva 

Serapis 


Guns. 

32 

20 
20 
20 
IG 
64 
IG 
20 
32 
44 


Vessel. 


Experiment 

Montreal 

Alert  (cutter) 

Ceres 

Countess  of  Scarborough. 

Liverpool 

Unicorn 

Ariel 

Folstono  (cuttei) 

Holderness  (destroyed).. 


Guns. 


Lost  or  cast  away. 


Somerset. . 
Arethusa . 
Speedwell . 
Acteon  ... 
Repulse... 

Viper 

Success  . . . 
Pomona  .. 


Mermaid 

Glasgow  (burnt) 

Vestal 

Mercury , .  ^ 

Quebec  (blown  up) . 

Grampus 

Tortoise 

Leviathan 


Burnt,  sunk,  or  otherwise   destroyed,   to  prevent  their  falling  into    the    hands   of   their 

enemies. 


Augusta 

Lark 

Juno 

Flora . . . 
Orpheas 


Cerberus  . . . 

Syren 

King  Fisher 

Falcon 

Essex 


Making  a  total  number  of  forty-six  vessels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  Carmichael.* 

Paris,  April  8, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  this  momeat  the  honor  of  your  letter  from  Madrid  of 
the  29th  of  February,  as  I  suppose,  although  the  month  is  not  men- 
tioned. I  thank  you,  sir,  for  commencing  a  correspondence  which  I 
have  for  some  time  wished  to  begin.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  at  Madrid  on 
the  22d  of  February,  and  wish  to  know  if  he  has  received  the  letter. 
It  is  certainly  proper  that  those  who  are  intrusted  abroad  should  main- 
tain a  correspondence  and  cultivate  a  good  understanding  with  each 
other,  becauvse,  although  their  departments  are  in  some  respects  sepa- 
rate, yet  in  others  they  are  intimately  connected.  From  all  that  I  heard 
in  Spain  I  expected  that  you  would  meet  with  an  agreeable  reception 
at  Madrid,  and  I  am  much  pleased  to  learn  from  you  that  I  was  not 
mistaken. 

I  have  sometimes  wondered  at  the  slowness  of  Spain  in  making  a 
treaty  with  us  ;  but,  when  I  reflected  upon  a  certain  secret  article,  my 
surprise  ceased.  We  are  already  bound  in  a  treaty  to  her,  but  she  is 
not  bound  to  us.  It  would  be  ungenerous  in  her,  however,  to  hold  us 
long  in  this  situation.  The  treaty,  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
justly  said  of  the  advantages  to  us,  is  not  less  advantageous  to  our  allies. 
The  single  article  that  binds  us  to  exclude  all  armed  vessels  of  the  en- 
emies in  all  future  wars  from  our  ports  is  worth  more  niillions  to  them 
than  this  war  will  cost;  nay,  it  will  be  a  severer  loss  to  Great  Britain 
than  all  that  she  has  spent  in  it.  Whether  Great  Britain  has  considered 
this  or  not  I  do  not  know;  but  she  will  sometime  or  other  discover  it,  and 
feel  the  inconvenience  of  it. 

You  ask  for  news  from  America.  A  vessel  from  Baltimore  is  arrived 
at  Bordeaux,  but  not  a  single  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin  or  me.  She 
brings  two  or  three  Baltimore  newspapers,  one  as  late  as  the  loth  of 
February.  There  has  been  a  hard  winter,  deep  snows,  uncommon  frosts, 
frozen  over  from  Connecticut  to  Long  Island  and  from  New  Jersey  to 
Staten  Island.  Lord  Sterling  went  over  to  Staten  Island  with  a  party 
on  the  ice,  burnt  a  few  vessels  and  a  guard  house,  took  a  few  prisoners, 
and  brought  off  a  few  deserters.  Some  IsTew  Jersey  people  went  over 
at  the  same  time  and  plundered  without  mercy.  Finding  the  commu- 
nication open  withNew  York,  which  had  been  supposed  to  be  obstructed 
by  the  ice,  he  returned.  An  article  from  a  Fishkill  paper  sajs  that 
Clinton  and  Cornwallis  sailed  the  26th  of  December,  with  sev^en  thousand 
men,  for  the  West  Indies,  but  that  the  storm  which  happened  soon 
after  their  departure  was  supposed  to  have  done  him  mischief.  A  ship, 
brig,  and  schooner  were  lost  in  the  storm  on  Cape  Cod,  unknown  who 
or  whence;  all  perished.  Congress  had  recommended  to  all  the  States 
to  regulate  prices  at  twenty  for  one,  which,  by  the  speculations  in  the 
papers,  was  not  well  liked.     Governor  Johnson  is  a  delegate  for  Mary- 
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laud;  General  Ward  for  Massaclinsetts,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Dana  (who 
desires  nie  1;o  return  you  his  compliments  an<l  resi)ects  );  the  other  del- 
egates as  last  year.  This  is  all  the  news  1  can  recollect,  having  seen 
the  papers  only  a  few  minutes  in  a  large  company. 

The  general  state  of  affairs  appears  very  well,  I  see  no  probability 
of  England  obtaining  an  ally ;  on  the  contrary,  there  are  many  symp- 
toms of  an  approaching  combination  of  the  maritime  powers  to  protect 
neutral  ships  from  searches  and  insults.  Ireland  is  in  full  career  of  in- 
dependence. England  seems  determined  to  forc(^  Holland  into  a  war 
against  her,  that  she  may  have  an  op[)ortunity  to  plunder  her. 

The  correspondences  and  associations  in  England  distress  the  ministry 
very  much;  and  if  the  war  continues,  and  they  should  not  be  very 
successful,  it  seems  likely  that  they  wouhl  save  us  the  trouble  of  dis- 
patching them.  I  wish,  however,  that  France  and  Spain  were  more 
convinced  of  the  advantages  they  have  in  America  and  the  West  In- 
dies. The  more  ships  they  send  into  those  seas  the  more  they  will  force 
England  to  send  there ;  and  the  more  she  sends  there,  the  weaker  she 
is  in  Europe  and  the  less  she  is  dreaded  and  respected.  Holland,  Ire- 
land, the  opposition  in  England,  and  the  other  maritime  ^lowers  all  feel 
a  confidence  rising  in  proportion  to  the  diminution  of  the  British  naval 
force  in  Europe  besides  the  innumerable  advantages  the  French  and 
Spaniards  have  in  supporting  the  war  in  the  American  seas  over  the 
English,  which  they  have  not  in  ]<]urope.  But  I  am  apprehensive  of 
being  tedious.     My  compliments  to  Mr.  Jay  and  his  family. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Ain-il  10,  1780. 
Sir  :  There  are  several  miscellaneous  articles  of  intelligence  which 
ought  to  be  mentioned  to  Congress. 

One  from  Copenhagen,  of  the  25th  of  March  : 

The  Count  de  Lucchese,  ininister  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  and  charged  at 
the  same  time  with  the  affairs  of  the  court  of  Madrid,  has  received  orders  to  declare 
to  onrs  tiiat  the  King  of  Spain  had  it  in  contemplation  to  make  arrangements  rela- 
tive to  mercliaiit  ships  of  uentral  powers,  and  with  which  we  shonld  liave  cause  to 
be  very  well  pleased.  However  this  may  he,  wo  have  not  any  news  that  the  Danish 
ships  detained,  to  the  number  of  twenty,  at  Cadiz  and  Malaga  have  been  as  yet  re- 
leased, which  is  a  great  damage  to  those  who  are  interested  in  those  vessels. 

There  is  arrived  in  this  city  a  courier,  coming  from  St.  Petersburgh,  who  has  also 
passed  through  Stockholm,  who,  after  having  delivered  his  dispatches  to  the  envoy 
extraordinary  of  her  majesty  the  Empress  ot  all  the  Kussias  at  this  court,  immedi- 
ately continued  his  journey  for  Hamburg. 
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Auotlier  is  from  Madrid,  tlio  loth  of  March : 

It  is  said  that  our  court  will  soon  pnblisli  a  new  regulation  relative  to  the  Dutch 
iiavij;atiou.  In  the  mean  time  tbey  have  released  two  ships  of  this  nation,  viz,  the 
Griffin  and  the  Zandam,  which  were  detained  at  Alfieziras. 

The  register  ships  destined  for  the  Havana  and  Vera  Cruz,  wdiich  are  ready  at  Ca- 
diz, are  to  sail  immediately  ;  these  ships  will  be  convoyed  by  twelve  ships  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates  as  far  as  the  Canary  Islands.  It  is  assured  that  there  will  be  em- 
barked on  board  of  this  fleet  twelve  thousand  men,  who  are  to  be  transported  to  America, 
underthecommaudof  Don  VictadeNava,  lieutenant-general.  The  last  letters  Irom  the 
Havana  import  that  there  were  in  that  port  fourteen  ships  of  the  line,  as  well  as  four 
thousand  men,  ready  to  embark  for  an  expedition,  the  object  of  which  is  yet  un- 
known. Two  of  our  cruisers  have  entered  Barcelona  with  live  very  rich  imzes,  among 
which  one  had  on  board  1S,000  guineas,  destined  for  Mahou. 

Another  from  Paris : 

Letters  from  Malta  of  the  11th  of  February  inform  that  the  king's  frigate  the  Syra 
CMse,  commanded  by  M.  Clavel,  off  Candia,  has  taken  the  English  cutter  The  Buck, 
of  twenty-four  guns,  twelve  swivels,  and  two  hundred  aud  three  meu,  commanded  by 
Captain  George  Flagg,  and  that  the  bad  condition  to  which  the  engagement  had  re 
duced  her  had  induced  him  to  sink  her. 

Another  from  Frankfort,  of  the  1st  of  April: 

They  write  from  Hesse  that  they  continue  to  raise  many  recruits,  and  that  there 
were  at  Ziagenham  six  hundi-ed  and  eighty  volunteers,  who  were  to  set  off  in  a  little 
time  with  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  meu  for  America. 

Another  from  Amsterdam,  of  the  6th  of  March : 

We  learn  from  Dort  that  they  espected  there  the  English  vessels  destined  to  trans- 
port the  German  troops  for  the  service  of  England,  which  were  still  at  Nimeguen  ; 
aud  they  write  from  The  Hague  that  General  Faucet  had  arrived  there  a  few  days 
since. 

Another  from  London,  of  tlie  31st  of  March : 

The  despatches  which  the  court  has  last  received  from  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  excite  the 
l)articular  attention  of  the  ministry.  Although  the  contents  of  them  have  not  yet 
been  made  public,  it  is  said,  nevertheless,  that  in  consequence  of  the  memorial  pre- 
sented on  the  21st  to  the  States-General  by  the  British  minister,  their  high  mighti- 
nesses have  taken  the  pre-avis  relative  to  the  succors  demanded  by  Great  Britain, 
which,  although  conceived  in  very  moderate  terms,  contains,  nevertheless,  a  refusal 
to  furnish  the  succors  demanded  ;  the  reiiublic,  as  it  is  pretended,  founding  its  in- 
ability to  comply  with  this  demand  principally  upon  the  non-existence  of  the  case  of 
invasion  of  the  British  states,  as  a  case  which  alone  could  lay  them  under  obligation 
to  accede  to  the  requisition  of  the  King  of  England,  the  Count  do  Welderen,  envoy 
extraordinary  of  the  States-General,  has  been  on  the  '29th  in  conference  with  Lord 
Stormont,  and  communicated  to  him  the  prv-acis  of  their  high  mightinesses  relative 
to  the  requisition  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  npon  the  subject  of  which  the  States- 
General  will  soon  take  a  formal  resolution.  It  is  reported  also  that  his  excellency 
has  likewise  imparted  to  our  ministry  the  sentence  of  a  cinu't-martial,  which  has  ad- 
judged that  Captain  By  land  was  not  the  aggressor  in  the  atTair  of  the  seizure  of  the 
Dutch  ships  by  Commodore  Fielding.  However,  it  is  asserted  that  the  court  of  St. 
James  has  declared  afresh  "  that  if  the  States-General  refuse  to  furnish  to  England 
the  succors  demanded  in  virtue  of  treaties,  she  will  give  orders  to  search,  without 
distinction,  all  Dutch  ships  under  convoy  and  without  convoy,  and  that  all  the  mer- 
chandises and  etfecls  destined  for  the  French  and  Spaniards  which  shall  be  found 
loaded  on  board  these  vessels  shall  be  seized  and  coutisoatod;  adding,  that  it  is  uei- 
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ther  just  nor  reasouable  that  the  republic  should  be  excused  on  her  part  from  the 
observation  of  the  treaties,  while  England  should  be  held  on  hers  to  fulfill  the  condi- 
tions, and  that  thus,  in  consequence  of  her  former  declaration,  the  republic  should 
be  uo  more  considered  but  on  the  footing  of  other  neutral  powers." 

They  say,  moreover,  that  the  reasons  alleged  by  their  high  mightinesses  in  justifi- 
cation of  their  refusal  to  acquiesce  in  the  demand  of  England  are  of  a  nature  to  con- 
vince our  ministry  that  such  an  acquiescence  would  produce  consequences  equally 
hurtful  to  the  respective  interests  of  the  two  powers  in  the  present  conjuncture. 

We  are  assured  that  each  man  of  the  crews  of  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Field- 
ing will  receive  more  than  £1)  sterling  for  his  share  of  the  proceeds  of  the  captures 
made  of  the  Dutch  convoy,  and  that  there  will  be  £200  sterling  paid  to  the  king's 
ships  at  Spithead  for  their  part  of  the  jirizes  which  they  have  made. 

The  court  has  received  within  a  few  days  a  great  number  of  despatches  from  its 
ministers  at  foreign  courts,  the  contents  of  which  have  given  occasion  to  several 
cabinet  councils.     Those  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  have  excited  a  particular  attention. 

The  officers  of  all  the  vessels  of  war  destined  for  sea  have  received  orders  to  repair 
on  board  as  soon  as  possible  and  be  ready  to  sail  on  the  first  notice.  The  officers  of 
the  regiments  of  regular  troops  and  of  the  militia  must  also  join  their  respective 
corps  without  delay,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  march  by  the  middle  of  April.  The 
forces  will  encamp  nearly  in  the  same  place  as  last  year,  and  there  will  be  some 
detached  corps  ready  to  join  the  different  camps  according  to  circumstances. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Ajn-il  10,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  memoire  of  tlie  Prince  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  from 
the  Empress  of  all  the  Russias,  to  the  States-General,  presented  the 
3d  of  this  month,  is  of  too  much  importance  to  the  United  States  of 
America  and  their  allies  to  be  omitted  to  be  sent  to  Congress.  It  is 
of  the  following  tenor  : 

High  and  Mighty  Lords:  The  undersigned,  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  majesty 
the  Empress  of  all  the  Russias,  has  the  honor  to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  decla- 
ration which  the  empress,  his  sovereign,  has  made  to  the  powers  actually  at  war. 
Your  high  mightinessess  may  regard  this  communication  as  a  particular  uuirk  of  the 
attention  of  the  empress  to  the  republic,  equally  interested  in  the  reasons  which 
have  given  birth  to  this  declaration. 

He  has,  moreover,  orders  to  declare,  in  the  name  of  her  imperial  majesty,  that  how 
much  soever  she  may  desire,  on  the  one  hand,  to  maintain  during  the  pieseut  war 
the  strictest  neutrality,  she  will,  nevertheless,  maintain,  by  means  the  most  effica- 
cious, the  honor  of  the  Russian  flag,  and  the  safety  of  her  commerce,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  her  subjects,  and  will  not  suffer  that  any  injury  should  be  done  to  it  by 
any  of  the  belligerent  powers.  That  to  avoid,  on  this  occasion,  all  misunderstanding 
or  false  interpretation,  she  has  thought  it  her  duty  to  specify  in  her  declaration  the 
terms  of  a  free  commerce  and  of  that  which  is  called  contraband;  that  if  the  defi- 
nition is  founded  upon  notions  the  most  simple,  the  most  clear,  and  the  most  determi- 
nate by  the  laws  of  nature,  that  of  the  latter  is  taken  by  her  literally  from  the 
treaty  of  commerce  of  Russia  with  Great  Britain;  that  by  this   she  proves  iucon- 
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testably  her  ^ood faith  ami  her  itupaitiality  tovrards  both  parties  ;  that  she  thinks, 
consequently,  that  she  on^htto  expect  that  the  other  commercial  powers  will  be 
earnest  to  accede  to  her  manner  of  thinking  relative  to  the  neutrality. 

In  pursuance  of  these  two  views,  her  majesty  has  charged  the  subscriber  to  invite 
your  high  mightinesses  to  make  a  common  cause  with  her ;  insomuch  that  this 
union  may  serve  to  protecti  commerce  and  navigation,  observing  at  the  same  time 
the  most  exact  neutrality  and  to  communicate  to  you  the  measures  which  she  has 
taken  in  consequence.  Similar  invitations  have  been  already  made  to  the  courts  of 
Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  and  Lisbon,  to  the  end  that,  by  the  common  cares  of  all 
neutral  maritime  powers,  a  neutral  system,  founded  on  justice,  and  which,  by  its 
real  utility,  may  serve  as  a  rule  for  future  ages,  may  be  established  and  made  legal 
in  favor  of  the  commercial  navigation  of  neutral  nations.  The  subscriber  makes  no 
doubt  that  your  high  mightinesses  will  take  into  consideration  the  invitation  of  her 
imperal  majesty,  and  concur  in  making,  without  delay,  a  declaration  to  the  bellig- 
erent jiowers  founded  upon  the  same  principles  with  those  of  the  empress,  his  sov- 
ereign, by  explaining  your  sentiments  at  the  same  time  upon  the  subject  of  the  pro- 
tection of  your  commerce,  of  your  navigation,  and  of  the  nature  of  contraband  goods, 
conformably  to  the  terras  of  your  particular  treaties  with  other  nations.  Moreover, 
the  subscriber  has  the  honor  to  assure  your  high  mightinesses  that  if,  for  establishing 
solidly  a  system  equally  glorious  and  advantageous  to  the  prosperity  of  navigation 
in  general,  you  will  commence  a  negotiation  with  the  neutral  powers  above  men- 
tioned, to  the  end  to  establish  a  particular  convention  upon  this  subject,  the  empress, 
his  sovereign,  will  be  ready  to  engage  in  it. 

Your  high  mightinesses  will  readily  perceive  the  necessity  of  coming  to  a  resolu- 
tion upon  subjects  equally  important  and  advantageous  to  humanity  in  general. 

The  subscriber  requests  the  favor  that  your  high  mightinesses  would  furnish  him 
with  a  speedy  answer. 

Gallitzin. 


Declaration  of  her  majesty  ihe  Empress  of  Eussia,  made  to  the  courts  of  Versailles,  Madrid, 
and  London,  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  memorial. 

The  Empress  of  all  the  Kussias  has  manifested  so  visibly  the  sentiments  of  justice, 
equitj',  and  moderation  which  animate  her,  and  has  given,  during  the  whole  course 
of  the  war  maintained  against  the  Ottoman  Porte,  such  convincing  proofs  of  her 
attention  to  the  rights  of  neutrality  and  the  freedom  of  commerce  in  general,  that 
in  this  respect  she  may  appeal  to  the  testimony  of  all  Europe.  This  conduct,  as 
as  well  as  the  scrupulous  exactness  with  which  she  has  observed  the  rules  of  neu- 
trality during  the  course  of  this  war,  has  given  her  room  to  hope  that  her  subjects 
would  peaceably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  industry  and  the  advantages  which  belong 
to  all  neutral  nations.  Experience  has,  however,  taught  her  the  contrary,  since 
neither  these  considerations  nor  the  regard  due  to  what  the  law  of  nations  in  general 
prescribes  have  been  able  to  hinder  the  subjects  of  her  majesty  from  being  often- 
times troubled  in  their  navigation  or  interrupted  or  retarded  in  their  commerce  by 
the  subjects  of  the  belligerent  powers.  These  interruptions  having  come  upon 
business  in  general,  and  that  of  Russia  in  particular,  are  of  a  nature  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  all  the  neutral  nations,  and  oblige  her  majesty  the  empress  to  seek  to 
deliver  herself  from  them  by  all  means  suitable  to  her  dignity  and  the  well-being 
of  her  subjects. 

But  befoi'e  she  shall  put  them  in  execution,  being  filled  with  a  sincere  desire  to 
prevent  all  subsequent  acts  of  violence,  she  has  thought  that  it  was  consistent  with 
her  equity  to  lay  open  to  all  Europe  the  principles  which  will  govern  her,  and  which 
are  indispensable  to  prevent  all  misunderstanding,  as  well  as  all  which  might  give 
occasion  to  it.  To  this  she  has  determined  herself  with  so  much  the  more  confidence, 
^s  these  principles  are  drawn  from  the  primitive  law  of  nations  and  adopted  by  all 
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uatioDs,  which  the  bellij^ereut  powers  themselves  can  not  eneivjite— at  least  not  with- 
out violating  the  laws  of  neutrality  and  contemning  the  fundamental  rules  which 
they  themselves  have  adopted  in  divers  treaties  and  alliances  now  existing  : 

AUTICLK  I.  That  all  neutral  vessels  ought  to  navigate  freely  from  one  port  to  an- 
other, as  well  as  upon  the  coasts  of  the  powers  now  at  war. 

Akt.  II.  That  the  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  belligerent  powers  shall 
be  free  in  neutral  8hii)s,  excepting  always  contraband  goods. 

Akt.  III.  That  her  imperial  majesty,  in  consequence  of  the  limits  above  fixed,  will 
adhere  strictly  to  that  which  is  stipulated  by  the  leuth  and  eleventh  articles  of  her 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  couceruing  the  manner  in  which  she  ought  to 
conduct  towards  all  the  belligerent  powers. 

Akt.  IV.  That  as  to  what  concerns  a  port  blocked  up,  we  ought  not,  in  truth,  to 
consider  as  such  any  but  those  which  are  found  so  well  shut  up  by  a  fixed  and  suffi- 
cient number  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  power  which  attacks  it  that  one  can  not 
attempt  to  outer  into  such  port  without  evident  danger. 

Art.  V.  That  these  principles  above  laid  down  ought  to  serve  as  a  rule  in  all  pro- 
ceedings, whenever  there  is  a  question  concerning  the  legality  of  prizes. 

From  these  considerations  her  Imperial  majesty  makes  no  difficulty  to  declare  that, 
wishing  to  insure  the  execution  of  that  which  is  herein  before  declared,  to  maiutaiu 
at  the  same  time  the  honor  of  her  flag,  as  well  as  the  safety  of  the  commerce  of  her 
states,  and  also  to  protect  the  navigation  of  her  subjects  against  all  those  whom  it 
may  concern,  she  has  given  orders  that  a  considerable  portion  of  her  maritime  forces 
shall  be  put  to  sea,  with  no  other  intention  than  to  insure  the  observation  of  the  most 
exact  and  the  most  strict  neutrality,  which  her  majesty  proposes  to  keep  as  long  as 
she  shall  not  see  herself  absolutely  forced  to  depart  from  that  system  of  moderation 
and  of  perfect  neutrality  which  she  has  adopted,  in  such  sort  that  it  will  not  be  but 
in  the  last  extremity  that  her  fleet  will  exercise  her  fiual  orders  to  go  wherever  the 
necessity  and  the  circumstances  may  require. 

It  is,  then,  by  assuring  the  belligerent  powers  in  the  most  sdlemn  manner,  and  with 
all  that  rectitude  and  sincerity  which  form  the  distinguishing  character  other  Impe- 
rial majesty,  that  she  declares  to  them  that  she  proposes  to  herself  no  other  thing 
than  to  convince  them  of  the  sentiments  of  equity  with  which  she  is  animated,  as 
well  as  of  the  tendency  of  her  salutary  views  towards  the  well-being  of  all  nations  in 
general,  and  particularly  of  those  now  at  war,  and  that  consequently  her  Imperial 
majesty  will  provide  her  admiralty  as  well  as  her  generals  with  instructions  relative 
to  this  system,  extracted  from  the  code  of  nations,  and  which  they  have  so  often 
taken  for  rules  in  their  treaties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Fraiikliu  to  Hodgson.* 

Passy,  Ajyril  11,  1780. 
Dear  Sir.  :  I  received  your  favors  of  the  10th  and  28th  of  March.  The 
method  you  propose  of  nianaginj?  tlie  money  for  the  prisoners  is  perfectly 
agreeable  to  me.  You  desired  in  your  last  that  I  would  explain  how 
it  happened  that  no  prisoners  went  back  in  the  last  cartel.  I  did  not 
till  this  day  well  understand  it  myself,  or  I  should  have  answered  sooner. 
When  our  little  squadron  brought  near  five  hundred  English  prisoners 
into  the  Texel  I  would  have  exchanged  them  there  for  Americans,  but 
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I  was  told  that  would  not  be  agreed  to  in  England,  as  there  was  a 
cbance  of  retaking  them  in  their  passage  to  France.  But  a  cartel  being 
treated  of,  as  I  understand,  by  the  ambassadors  of  England  and  France 
at  The  Hague,  the  French  ambassador  applied  to  Commodore  Jones  for 
those  prisoners  to  be  exchanged  there,  who  would  not  deliver  them  up 
without  my  orders  and  a  promise  of  exchanging  them  for  Americans. 
The  ambassador  thereupon  wrote  to  me  requesting  such  orders,  which 
1  sent  accordingly,  expressing  my  reliance  that  an  equal  number  (four 
hundred  and  seventy-two)  of  other  English  would  be  delivered  to  me  at 
Morlaix,  to  be  exchanged  there  for  Americans.  After  this,  at  the  in- 
stance of  M.  de  Sartine,  I  gave  orders  to  our  agent  at  L'Orient  to  deliver 
a  number  of  other  prisoners  we  had  tliere  to  the  captain  of  the  Happy 
Cartel^  in  exchange  for  so  many  Frenchmen,  with  the  same  reliance  as 
above  mentioned.  As  soon  as  I  received  your  information  that  the 
Cartel  was  sailed  from  Plymouth  with  one  hundred  Americans,  I  applie<l 
for  one  hundred  English  to  be  rendered  at  Morlaix  for  the  exchange,  and 
Avas  told  that  orders  should  that  day  be  given  to  march  them  thither 
from  Samnur  for  that  purpose.  I  imagined  it  had  been  done  and  the 
exchange  made  till  I  heard  the  contrary  from  you.  To-day  I  learn  that 
thej'  were  not  arrived  W'hile  the  Cartel  was  there,  and  I  have  now  de- 
sired of  jNI.  de  Sartine  that  two  hundred  maybe  immediately  sent  over, 
one  to  [»ay  for  the  one  hundred  Americans  received  and  the  other  to 
exchange  a  fresh  parcel.  His  verbal  answer  is  that  the  request  is  just 
and  shall  be  complied  with,  and  he  will  write  a  letter  to  me  to-morrow, 
which  I  may  send  over  to  be  shown  to  the  board  of  sick  and  hurt,  that 
will  explain  the  matter  and  clear  me  from  any  charge  of  bad  faith.  He 
added  that  he  would  also  take  the  first  opportunity  of  sending  the  re- 
nuiinder  to  equal  the  number  delivered  in  Holland  in  order  to  exchange 
for  Americans,  having  no  scruple  of  doing  this  by  advance,  the  board 
having  shown  the  greatest  honor  and  exactitude  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings. 1  am  sure  it  has  been  my  intention  to  do  the  same,  and  1  shall 
always  act  accordingly,  though  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  injustice 
towards  us  in  the  instance  of  the  Boston  cartels  formerly  mentioned. 
I  shall  write  to  Mr.  Hartley  (from  whom  I  have  just  received  copies  of 
the  French  certificates,  etc.)  per  next  post  after  I. receive  the  letter 
from  M.  de  Sartine.  In  the  mean  time  I  wish  you  would  be  so  good  as 
to  communicate  to  him  the  contents  of  this,  with  my  respects. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  some  more  particulars  about  Mr.  W.  and 
the  reasons  of  discarding  him.  I  hope  the  rest  of  that  worthy  society 
are  well  and  happy. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedieut  and  most  hum- 
ble servant. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  A2)ril  11,  1780. 
Sir:  The  counties  iu  England  wbich  have  agreed  to  petitions  upon 
the  expenditure  of  public  money,  the  intlueuce  of  the  crown,  and  the 
corruption  of  Parliament,  are  these : 


York,  December  3, 1779. 
Dorset,  December  27, 1779. 
Middlesex,  Jamuiry  7, 1780. 
Chester,  January  13, 1780. 
Hertford,  January  17, 1780. 
Sussex,  January  20,  1780. 
Huutiugtou,  January  20, 1780. 
Surrey,  January  21,  1780. 
Cumberland,  January  22, 1780. 
Bedford,  January  24,  1780. 
Essex,  January  24,  1780. 
Gloucester,  January  25, 1780. 
Souierset,  January  2.5, 1780. 


Wilts,  January  25,  1780. 
Devon,  January  28, 1780. 
Norfolk,  January  29,  17S0. 
Berks,  January  31,  1780. 
Bucks,  February  2G,  1780. 
Nottingham,  February  28,1780. 
Kent,  March  4,  1780. 
Noithumbcrland,  March  8,1780. 
Hereford,  March  11,  1780. 
Suffolk,  March  14,  1780. 
Cambridge,  March  25,  1780. 
Derby,  March  30,  1780. 


In  all,  twenty-five  counties. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  delegates  was  March  11,  1780,  The  cities 
and  towns  which  have  agreed  upon  similar  petitions  are  London,  West- 
minster, York,  Bristol,  Cambridge,  Nottingham,  Newcastle,  Reading, 
and  Bridgewater. 

The  counties  which  have  not  yet  agreed  upon  petitions  are  West- 
moreland, Durham,  Lancaster,  Salop,  Stafford,  Lincoln,  Leicester, War- 
wick, Oxford,  Worcester,  Cornwall,  and  liutland.  Hauts  agreed  on  a 
petition,  but  appointed  no  committee,  and  Northampton  agreed  to  in- 
struct their  members  on  the  points  of  the  petition. 

This  account  takes  no  notice  of  the  twelve  Welsh  counties  j  these, 
however,  are  small. 

The  counties  which  have  already  petitioned,  it  seems,  therefore,  are 
a  vast  majority  of  the  kingdom  in  numbers  as  well  as  property  and 
understanding;  and  the  meeting  of  their  committees  may  be  reasonably 
considered  as  a  more  equitable  and  adequate  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  than  the  House  of  Commons. 

Amidst  all  the  addresses,  instructions,  petitions,  associations,  and 
resolutions,  I  never  found  one  that  dared  to  expose  the  true  cause  of 
their  miseries,  and  to  propose  a  remedy,  until  the  association  of  the 
county  of  York  appeared,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  committee  of 
sixty-one  to  be  recommended  to  the  general  meeting  of  the  county  of 
York,  held  the  28th  of  March,  1780. 

They  declare  their  unanimous  assent — 

(1)  To  the  economical  reform  requested  bj^  the  petitions  of  the  people. 

(2)  To  the  proi)Osition  for  obtaining  a  more  equal  representation  of 
the  people  in  Parliament  by  the   addition  of  at  least  one  hundred 
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knights,  to  be  chosen  in  a  iliic  puoportioii  by  the  several  counties  of 
Great  Britaiji. 

{3)  To  the  proposition  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
be  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

But  the  most  important  resolution  of  all  was  also  unanimous — 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  prosecution  of  an  offensive  war  in 
America  is  most  evidently  a  measure  which,  by  employino-  our  great  and  enormously 
expensive  military  operations  against  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  prevents  this 
from  exerting  its  united,  vigorous,  and  firm  efforts  against  the  powers  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  has  no  other  effect  upon  America  than  to  continue,  and  thereby  to  increase, 
the  enmity  which  has  so  long  aud  so  fatally  subsisted  between  the  arms  of  both,  can 
be  productive  of  no  good  whatever,  but  by  preventing  couciliatifn  threatens  the 
accomplishment  of  the  ruin  of  the  British  empire. 

This  meeting,  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  largest  ever  known  and 
perfectly  unanimous,  gave  power  to  the  committee  of  association  to  call 
the  county  together  when  they  should  judge  proper. 

After  all,  even  this  committee  does  not  ap[)ear  to  see  the  true  interest 
of  the  country — the  necessity  of  peace.  Peace  alone  can  save  them. 
They  are  for  leaving  America,  which  is  a  great  thing,  but  it  does  not 
ai)i)ear  but  that  they  are  still  for  continuing  the  war  with  our  allies. 

An  article  of  the  4th  of  April  says  that  commotions  are  reported  to 
have  arisen  in  the  county  of  York,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  which 
have  peremptorily  refused  to  pay  the  taxes. 

Congress  will  observe  by  the  paragraphs  in  the  Morning  Post  of 
April  the  1st  that  they  seem  to  be  in  England  totally  ignorant  of  the 
designs  of  the  p]mi)ress  of  Russia  and  of  the  other  neutral  powers. 

The  paper  of  April  the  3d  contains  Major-General   Campbell's  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dickson's  account  of  the  surrender  of  the  port  of 
Baton  Eouge,  etc.,  with  about  live  hundred  regular  troops,  prisoners  of 
war,  to  Don  Beruado  de  Galvez,  the  21st  of  September. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

The  Hague,  Ain-il  13,  1780. 
Sir  :  Since  the  memorial  presented  to  their  high  mightinesses  by  the 
plenipotentiary  of  linssia  (of  which,  as  well  as  the  declarationt  of  his 
court  to  thoseof  Versailles,  Madrid,  and  London,  1  join  here  copies  in  the 
Le^Hleu  Gazette),  the  provincial  states  of  Holland  are  deliberating  on 
the  invitation  of  the  empress,  aud  I  am  sure  (knowing  it  from  a  very 
good  hand)  the  resolution  of  this  province  will  be  taken  within  the  next 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  301,  which  is  a  liberal  paraphrase 
of  the  original. 

t  See  this  declaration  and  the  memorial,  supra,  John  Adams  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  April  10,  17  dO, 
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week  agreeably  to  the  views  of  the  empress  and  to  the  general  wishes 
of  all  good  meu.  JSow,  as  the  resolutions  of  this  province  are  comiiioiily 
adopted  by  the  others,  there  is  very  good  hope  that  this  republic  will 
take  a  step  which  must  accelerate  a  general  pacihcation. 

This  intelligence  is  thought,  not  only  by  myself  but  by  many  otliers, 
very  important  to  the  United  States.  The  most  devoted  partisans  of 
the  English  court  here,  seeing  that  they  can  not,  without  rendering 
themselves  too  odious,  prevent  such  a  resolution  from  being  taken,  do 
what  they  can  to  enervate  it  by  obscure  and  ambiguous  expressions, 
which  they  propose  to  be  inserted  ;  but  our  good  men  take  care  to  sweep 
the  dust  which  the  others  throw  in  their  way. 

As  to  the  other  two  objects  which  at  present  take  up  this  republic, 
viz,  the  unlimited  convoys  and  the  assistance  which  the  English  court 
demands  from  this  republic,  the  province  of  Holland  has  already,  sev- 
eral weeks  ago,  nnanimously  resolved  the  former,  and  declined  granting 
the  succors  as  being  not  within  the  casiin  fwderis  by  this  war.  To  this 
resolution  the  provinces  of  Friesland,  Overyssel,  and  Groningen  have 
successively  acceded,  and  it  is  expected  the  three  others  will  do  the 
same. 

I  advised  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  by  my  letter  of  June  21, 
1770,  to  think  of  sending  here,  aliquem  e  medio  vcsirum 2)ietate  gravem  ac 
mcriiiH  virum  ;  it  is  now  time  for  such  a  man  to  be  here,  at  first  incog- 
nito, till  it  should  be  proper  to  display  the  character  of  plenipotentiary. 
Some  American  friends  here  have  told  me  that  Mr.  Laurens,  formerly 
President  of  Congress,  was  designed  to  come  over  for  this  purpose.  1 
should  be  very  glad  to  have  him  already  arrived.  Whenever  be  comes 
he  may  dispose  of  my  faithful  services. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  14,  1780. 
Sir:  Everything  which  tends  to  show  the  probability  of  a  general 
association  of  the  maritime  powers  against  the  violences  at  sea  which 
the  English  have  practised,  and  which  other  nations  after  their  exam- 
ple have  begun,  and  which  tends  to  prove  the  justice,  the  wisdom,  and 
the  humanity  of  such  an  association,  is  worthy  of  observation.  For  my 
own  part,  I  think  that  the  abolition  of  the  whole  doctrine  of  contraband 
would  be  for  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  as 
human  reason  advances,  and  men  come  to  be  more  sensible  of  the 
benefits  of  peace,  and  less  enthusiastic  for  the  savage  glories  of  war, 
all  neutral  nations  will  be  allowed,  by  universal  consent,  to  carry  what 
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goods  tliey  please  in  their  own  ships,  provided  they  are  not  bound  to 
places  actually  invested  by  an  enemy. 

Consiantino2)1e,  March'^.~'£he  Forte  havino-  received  the  disagreeable  news  that 
three  xebecs  from  Malta  had  seized  npon  a  large  Turkish  ship  with  a  rich  cargo  of 
cofiee,  rice,  hemp,  and  other  productions,  this  advice  has  accelerated  the  departure 
of  two  men-of-war  and  four  galleys,  which  will  go  before  the  tleet  of  the  grand 
admiral,  to  cruise  in  the  archipelago,  and  protect  tho  navigation  of  the  European 
nations  against  the  vexations  of  tho  French  and  English. 

Copmhagen,  il/arc/*  28.  — Captain  Zagel,  the  courier  of  her  majesty  the  Empress  of 
all  the  Kussias,  is  returned  to  St.  Petersburgh,  accompanied  by  Captain  Socolonsky, 
secretary  of  the  Russian  consul  in  tho  sound.  They  are  very  busy  here  in  e(|uippiug 
the  vessels  of  war  the  IVaiirie,  of  sixty-four  guns;  tlus  Infodstretten,  of  sixtj'-four ;  and 
the  frigate  Comhord,  of  thirty-four. 

Loudon,  April  4. — There  are  lately  arrived  here  interesting  despatches  to  govern- 
ment from  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  which  contain  some  further  explanations  of  the  dispo- 
sitions of  the  republic,  in  conseqnence  of  the  last  memorial  presented  to  their  high 
mightinesses  by  that  minister  and  the  resolution  to  protect  the  commerce  of  their 
subjects.  However  this  may  be,  there  are  actually  in  the  ports  of  this  kingdom 
fifty  Dutch  vessels  seized  by  our  ships  of  war,  because  they  were  found  loaded  with 
naval  stores  for  our  enemies,  and  already  the  most  of  their  cargoes  have  been 
adjudged  good  prizes,  these  articles  being  considered  as  contraband,  and  their  trans- 
portation to  an  enemy  contrary  to  treaties  subsisting  between  the  republic  and 
England. 

Hague,  April  9. — We  learn  that  the  states  of  tho  province  of  Overyssell  have  sent 
to  the  assemblj'  of  their  high  mightinesses  their  instructions  lelative  to  the  two 
memorials  presented  1)3'  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  tho  28th  of  July  and  the  2(ith  of  November 
of  the  last  year,  the  first  purporting  a  demand  of  succors  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of 
1G78,  and  the  second  demanding  an  immediate  and  categorical  answer.  Tho  con- 
tents of  tho  instructions  aie,  "  That  their  noble  mightinesses,  after  having  maturely 
reflected  upon  all  which  concerns  tho  matter  in  question,  especially  npon  the  treaties 
existing  between  the  kingdom  and  the  republics,  as  well  as  the  obligations  which 
the  two  nations  had  mutually  laid  themselves  under,  and  also  in  i>articular  upon  the 
present  situation  in  whitdi  tliis  republic  now  stands  in  several  points  respecting  her 
own  preservation,  the  maintenance  of  her  rights  and  possessions  and  respecting  the 
powers  actually  Jit  war,  judge  that  the  two  memorials  presented  by  Sir  Joseph 
Yorke  may  and  ought  to  be  answered  in  the  following  manner:  '  Tbat  all  the  prin- 
ciples alleged  and  the  circumstances  at  this  time  existing  oblige  their  high  mighti- 
nesses more  than  ever  to  watch  carefully  their  own  preservation  and  defense,  to  use 
every  etloit  to  ward  off  all  further  dangerous  consequences,  and  to  this  end  to  request 
his  majesty  not  to  take  it  in  ill  part  if,  in  the  critical  situation  of  atlairs,  in  which 
the  least  diminution  of  their  forces  might  bedangerous,  their  high  mightinesses  think 
themselves  lawfully  authorized  to  refuse  the  succors  demanded  by  his  majesty, 
although  these  succors,  considering  certain  engagements,  the  pretended  application 
of  which  it  would  be  useless  at  this  time  to  search  into,  maybe  judged  indispensable 
by  his  majesty,  in  the  firm  confidence  that  in  the  circumstances  in  which  tluir  high 
mightinesses  find  themselves,  his  majesty  not  disapproving  of  their  conduct,  will 
desist,  not  only  from  demanding  their  assistance,  but  on  the  contrary,  as  a  proof  of 
the  atfection  of  which  his  majesty  had  so  often  given  them  assurances,  will  permit 
them  invariably  to  pursue  that  neutrality  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  present 
troubles  they  have  adopted.'  " 

It  is  asserted  that,  ou  tho  n)emorial  presented  by  the  Prince  Gallitzen,  envoy  ex- 
traordinary of  the  Emi)ress  of  Russia,  their  high  mightinesses  have  provisionally 
concluded,  "That,  having  taken  the  said  memorial  into  consideration,  the  deputies 
of  the  respective  provinces  have  sent  copies  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  papers  annexed  to 
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it,  to  be  comiminicated  to  tboir  assemblies,  prayint?  tbem  to  procure,  as  soon  as 
possible,  the  resolutions  of  tlio  states  tbeir  constitneuts." 

Iq  the  niean  time,  since  tbe  said  memorial  lias  been  made  public,  it  is  given  out 
that  tbe  convention  between  the  courts  of  Petersburgh,  Stockholm,  and  Copenha- 
gen, will  in  a  little  time  be  coutirmed,  and  that  Denmark  will  procure,  on  certain 
conditions,  five  or  six  thousand  seamen  for  this  republic. 

We  learn  that  the  answer  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  tbe  representations  which 
the  Count  de  Walderen,  minister  of  the  States-General  at  the  court  of  London,  has 
been  charged  by  their  high  mightinesses  to  make  to  the  British  Government  relative 
to  a  prohmgatiou  of  the  term  of  three  weeks,  prescribed  in  the  last  memorial  of  Sir 
Joseph  Yorke,  for  giving  him  a  delinitive  answer,  etc.,  arrived  the  151st  of  last  mouth, 
and  is  found  to  be  in  the  negative,  the  king  insisting  on  an  answer  by  the  time  fixed, 
which  will  expire  next  Tuesday. 

They  give  out  that  the  cities  of  Dantzie,  Lubec,  Bremen,  Hamburg,  etc.,  will 
adopt,  as  well  as  most  of  the  northern  powers,  the  party  of  neutrality,  and  that,  if 
England  persists  in  the  practice  of  visiting,  stopping  and  searching  neutral  vessels, 
Denmark  is  res<dved  to  exclude  English  vessels  from  the  sound. 

To  Jiidge  of  tilings  the  most  impartially,  no  man  can  doubt  that  pro- 
ceedings so  violent,  and  so  contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of  nations, 
will  make  the  neutral  powers  feel  how  much  it  imports  them  to  set 
bounds  to  the  intolerable  excesses  to  which  their  v^'ssels,  sailing  under 
the  faith  of  treaties,  are  daily  exposed  by  the  ships  of  one  party  in  the 
present  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Digges  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Extract.] 

London,  April  14,  1780. 
Every  day  seems  to  produce  more  advocates  or  wishes  for  withdraw- 
ing the  troops  from  America,  or  giving  up  an  offensive  war  in  that 
country.  A  motion  vv'as  to  have  been  made  this  day  in  the  Commons 
relative  to  the  stateof  war  in  that  country,  and  to  push  the  ministry  for 
the  giving  np  the  principles  of  that  war,  and  to  go  seriously  to  some 
accommodation.  The  voice  of  the  majority  of  the  jK^ople  is  deci'ledly 
for  some  such  accommodation ;  but  there  is  no  one  v^dio  can  devise  the 
means  by  which  it  can  be  done.  Though  most  of  my  parliamentary  ac- 
quaintance are  for  giving  the  independence,  none  of  them  seem  bold 
enough  to  stand  forth  and  move  it  in  the  House.  The  time  is  certainly 
not  yet  arrived  when  it  would  go  down  there,  bnt  I  do  not  think  it  very 
distant;  and  I  am  sure  had  the  topic  been  debated  today  there  would 
have  appeared  a  manifest  disposition  in  the  House  to  abandon  the  prin 
ciples  of  the  war  in  America,  and  it  seems  as  if  the  ministry  wished  1o 
feel  the  pnlse  of  the  House  on  the  subject.  A  new  and  unexpected  mat- 
ter put  off  the  whole  affair.  The  Speaker,  without  appearing  to  be  very 
ill^  stood  up  and  declared  a  wish  to  resign,  from  not  being  able  through 

*  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  146. 
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illness  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  the  House.  It  appeared  as  much 
a  political  as  a  real  illness,  and  I  dare  say  some  new  movements,  per- 
haps in  the  administration,  may  be  the  consequence.  He  has  not,  how- 
ever, resigned,  and  the  House  is  adjourned  for  the  benefit  of  his  health 
till  nest  Monday  week.  Perhaps  it  may  then  be  too  late  to  renew  the 
intended  motion  about  America  or  the  state  of  the  war  there.  The  i)OS- 
session  of  Charleston,  if  but  for  a  week,  or  the  taking  of  two  or  three 
men-of-war  from  their  enemies,  may  make  these  wise  heads  think  their 
arms  invincible,  and  that  they  may  have  some  better  success  by  pros- 
ecuting the  war  a  little  further. 

I  wish  you  every  success  and  happiness,  and  am,  with  very  great 

regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  C* 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

PARif-1,  April  15,  17S0. 

Sir  :  There  is  an  article  from  Hamburg  which  deserves    attention. 

It  is  this. 

Tbo  neutrality  of  the  powers  of  tho  north  is  flceided.  They  have  profited  of  tho 
divisions  which  have  arisen  between  Eughmd  and  North  America,  by  selliuo;  to  tbe 
former  timber,  cordage,  hemp,  and  tar,  whicli  she  formerly  drew  from  her  Colonii^s. 
The  occasions  which  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  have  also  had  for  tbese  articles 
have  established  a  competition  which  has  procured  great  advantages  to  tbe  commerce 
of  the  north.     They  have  everywhere  taken  measures  to  protect  it. 

In  vain  has  England  sought  assistance  from  that  quarter;  her  con 
duct  has  irrevocably  deprived  her  of  it. 

Leghorn,  March  22. — We  learn  from  Naples  that  tho  king  has  purchased  of  the  Order 
of  Malta  two  vessels  to  increase  the  marine  of  that  kingdom.  His  majesty  is  atten- 
tively engaged  in  the  care  of  forming  officers  for  this  department.  Tlie  young  gen- 
try whom  he  has  sent  to  serve  on  board  of  tho  stjuadrons  of  the  belligerent  powers 
have  all  of  theui  distinguished  themselves;  and  those  who  remain  at  Naples,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Chevalier  Aston,  have  discovered  equal  zeal,  intelligence,  and 
good- will  for  tho  service  of  the  marine. 

Madrid,  March  25.— Our  squadrons,  they  write  from  Cadiz  the  16th  of  this  month, 
will  put  to  sea  without  delay.  Transport  ships  are  taken  up  on  freight  with  great 
activity,  and  all  the  troops  are  arrived.  The  following  ia  an  exact  state  of  the  arma- 
ment. 

The  comidete  regiments  of  the  king  Guadalajara,  Arragon,  Soria,  and  the  second 
regiment  of  Catalonia  ;  in  all  ten  battalions,  making  six  thousand  six  hundred  meu. 

Tho  squadron  of  D.  Solano:  the  St.  Louis,  of  eighty  gnus;  the  St.  Jiigustiiic,  the 
Orient,  the  GaiUard,  the  Arrogant,  ail  of  sevtnty  guns,  and  the  IluJe,  of  sixty  guns. 

The  squadron  of  D.  Tomaseo :  the  St.  Nicholas,  of  eighty  guns  ;  the  Eugene,  the 
Damase,  the  St.  Janizer,  the  St.  Francis,  tho  Assissec,  and  the  Warrior,  all  of  seventy 
guns. 

The  first  squadron  takes  in  provisions  for  five  months  and  the  second  for  four  and 


*  This  was  one  of  the  signatures  assumed  hy  Digges,  as  to  whom  see  notice  iu  lu- 
troduction,  ^  20C. 
t  MSS.  Dep,  of  State  ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,725. 
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one-half  raoiith3.     They  fill  up  the  rcf^inients  which  arc,  destined  for  the  expedition 
with  soldiers  from  the  regiment  of  Hiberuia. 

Tiio  beautiful  wools  of  Segovia  have  not  been  always  employed  within  the  king- 
dom, because  the  love  of  labor  has  not  been  j)redorainant ;  but  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  royal  ))atriotic  society  industry  has  recovered  its  activity.  D.Laurent 
On  iz  de  Paz  has  established  spinueries  of  wool  in  that  city  and  in  St.  Ildephouso  and 
other  places.  His  majesty  has  assigned  rewards  for  men  and  women  who  shall  dis- 
tinguish themselves  in  this  kiud  of  labor.  Tliis  measure  can  not  fail  to  establish  the 
royal  m.anufacture  of  lino  cloth  which  the  Marquis  of  Ensenada  had  already  erected 
at  Segovia,  and  which  had  fallen  into  decay,  with  the  favor  of  that  minister. 

There  are  in  some  of  the  papers  hints  of  a  plan  of  pacification,  which 
is  said  to  come  from  the  Rockingham  party.  The  substance  of  it  is  as 
follows : 

Let  us  then  open  onr  eyes !  The  hope  of  subjecting  America  is  a  chimera.  Noth- 
ing but  clemency  can  ever  open  a  way  for  a  reconciliation  with  its  inhabitants.  To 
show  that  we  wish  it  sincerely,  let  us  give  up  Nova  Scotia,  that  dry,  uninhabitable, 
and  languishing  colony,  which  produces  nothing.  Let  us  also  permit  tlie  Canadians 
to  institute  a  form  of  government  which  maybe  .agreeable  to  themselves,  and  let  the 
independence  of  North  America  become  the  object  of  our  support.  Sooner  or  later 
it  will  be  unavoidable  that  America  should  separate  herself  from  us;  and  I  should 
bo  veryglad  that  a  permanent  system  of  alliance  should  take  place  between  them 
and  their  mother  country  before  our  ancient  colonies  shall  be  united  to  Franco  by 
ties  too  strict  to  bo  relaxed.  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  Nova  Scotia  nor  Canada 
will  remain  long  under  the  government  of  England;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  in 
contending  for  them  wo  shall  still  further  embroil  atfairs.  Nova  Scotia  is  not  worth 
the  tronlde  of  keeping  it,  .and  it  will  requirecontinual  succors.  Canaila  will  occasion 
us  more  expense  th.an  it  will  bring  us  in  profit,  auA  will  never  become  flourishing 
under  a  Europe.an  government;  at  least  unless  the  whole  country  should  be  re- 
covered. We  deceive  ourselves  if  we  im.agino  that,  by  emancipating  the  Ainericans, 
we  shall  lose  our  American  islands.  We  hold  these  by  the  strongest  of  all  ties,  which 
is  that  of  their  own  interest.  North  Am(;rica  will  not  seek  to  make  conquests  so  long 
as  it  shall  be  divided  into  distinct  States  and  under  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  it  is  probable  that  several  centuries  will  pass  away  before  she  will  ch.ange 
the  form  of  her  administrations.  Commerce  will  return  into  Englaiul  aiul  into  our 
islands  without  any  other  motive  than  that  which  actuates  all  the  commcrci.al 
nations  of  the  e.arth.  If  we  were  now  disembarrassed  of  the  objects  of  dispute,  con- 
cerning whicli  Spain  discovers  so  m.any  pretensions,  and  if  wo  could  content  ourselves 
with  a  superiority  .at  sea,  .all  that  would  result  from  it  would  be  that  our  tr.ade  to  the 
Levant  would  increase,  we  should  become  more  respectable,  and  we  should  see  our- 
selves more  in  a  condition  to  maintain  our  quarrels  .and  protect  our  rich  possessions 
without  hazarding  a  b.ankruptcy  by  expenses  which  wo  can  not  sustain.  Our  m.ari- 
timo  power  will  .alw.ays  be  snificient  to  protect  our  isl.auds.  Our  naval  forces  will 
never  want  anything  so  long  as  wo  shall  have  divers  maikets  where  our  vessels  m.ay 
wo.  The  northern  powers  of  Europe  and  the  northern  States  of  America  will  bo 
competitors  to  serve  ns  so  long  ,as  we  preserve  the  superiority  upon  the  sea,  .and  while, 
by  means  of  onr  manufactures,  we  can  pay  for  them,  or  make  an  .advantageous  ex- 
change with  the  one  and  the  other.  We  have  as  good  a  right  to  things  which  we 
can  purchase  in  divers  foreign  markets  as  if  the  things  were  the  productions  of  our 
own  establishments. 

Are  France  and  Spain  in  want  of  warlike  stores?  Are  they  not  as  well  supplied 
with  them  as  wo  are  ?  And  do  they  not  make  Sweden  r.ather  incline  to  their  side  by 
means  of  their  commerce  with  that  country  for  these  articles  ?  Is  it  probable  that 
they  can  ever  shut  up  from  us  the  ports  of  America,  of  Russia,  of  Denmark,  and  of 
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Sweden,  while  it  ia  the  interest  of  these  States  to  furnish  us?  It  is  necessary,  then, 
to  resolve  to  deiiiand  peace  bj-  the  means  which  offer  themselves,  and  which  are  not 
only  able  to  obtain  it,  but  may  still  be  preserved,  and  in  which  there  is  no  appear- 
ance that  we  shall  be  disturbed,  if  at  least  at  all  times  we  preserve  onr  marine  upon 
a  respectable  footing  ;  and  if  we  do  not,  we  ever  subject  ourselves  to  be  restrained 
upon  the  article  of  the  number  of  ships  and  in  the  places  where  wo  shall  employ 
them.  In  that  case  we  shall  not  perceive  that  Gibraltar  or  Minorca  is  wanting  to  us. 
We  shall  always  be  ready  to  meet  our  enemies  in  those  parts  where  our  safety,  secu- 
rity, and  riciies  lie,  and  which  nature  points  out  to  us  as  our  proper  element.  Sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  the  sea,  there  is  one-half  of  the  nation  whose  inhabitants  un- 
derstand navigation  from  their  infancy,  and  they  are  disposed  to  become  seamen 
because  they  are  almost  educated  with  the  sea.  But  whenever  we  shall  engage  our- 
selves in  the  wars  of  the  continent,  we  shall  never  draw  from  them  any  solid  advan- 
tages. Where  are  the  trophies,  so  dearly  purchased,  of  King  William  and  Marlbor- 
ough ?  And  where  is  the  benefit  of  the  two  last  wars  ?  The  balance  of  power  will 
not  remain  long  in  our  hands,  although  we  have  engaged  the  annual  produce  of  an 
innumerable  quantity  of  taxes. 

In  America  we  have  destroyed  the  balance  whicli  held  our  Colonies  in  depend- 
ence. We  ought  not,  then,  to  lose  the  opportunity  of  binding  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  with  ours  by  some  amicable  convention  which  will  assure  us  their  at- 
tachment, and  deliver  us  from  the  cruel  necessity  of  continuing  the  war  with  our  own 
children.  It  is  by  this  means  we  may  preserve  for  a  long  time  our  insular  property 
and  enjoy  still  a  superiority  at  sea. 

Paris,  April  11,  1780.— The  ambassador  of  Russia  has  notilied,  within  a  few  days 
past,  to  our  court  that  it  was  the  Intention  of  his  sovereign  that  the  commerce  of  the 
subjects  of  her  empire  should  not  be  troubled,  and  that  under  no  pretense. should 
their  A-essels  be  stopped  by  those  of  the  belligerent  powers,  and  that  she  is  arming  to 
defend  her  Hag  and  protect  it  from  insults.  This  declaration  was  to  be  made  at  tiie 
same  time  to  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Loudon.  It  is  asserted  that  it  is  the  first  fruit 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  which  Russia  has  concluded  with  us,  and  of  a  confederation 
which  she  has  entered  into  with  the  other  northern  powers,  and  in  which  they  wish 
to  engage  Tbdland  and  Portugal.  We  are  very  iminisitive  to  learn  how  this  notifi- 
cation will  be  received  by  the  court  of  St.  James. 

Tlio  Ei)glish  niinistoriiil  gnzettes  propagate  a  report  that  there  was 
arrived  in  Europe  a  deputy  of  Congress  to  offer  peace  to  Great  Britain. 
Those  of  the  opposition  assert  that  this  deputy,  who  is  in  fact  arrived, 
will  do  nothing  but  in  concert  with  France,  when  it  shall  please  En- 
gland to  profjoso  a  negotiation  of  peace. 

The  following  article  is  published  in  the  English  papers  to  excite  the 
people  against  the  opposition  : 

If  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  should  again  come  into  the  administration,  his  first 
operation  would  most  probably  bo  to  declare  America  independent.  This  would, 
nevertheless,  be  a  fatal  resolution,  which,  instead  of  giving  us  peace,  would  throw 
that  event  still  further  off.  A  proof  so  striking  of  our  pusillanimity  would  raise  still 
higher  the  hopes  and  the  pride  of  the  house  of  Bourbon.  France  would  demand  that 
wo  should  restore  to  them  Canada,  Cape  Breton,  and  Nova  Scotia,  as  well  as  the 
islands  which  were  taken  from  her  the  last  war.  Nothing  less  would  bo  necessary  for 
Spain  than  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar  and  Jamaica.  But  it  can  not  but  be  supposed 
thatthe  Marquis  of  Rockingham  is  too  much  attached  to  his  head  to  expose  it  to  djinger 
by  so  shameful  a  dismemberment  of  our  empire.  He  would  then  make  us  continue 
the  war  with  the  disadvantage  of  not  being  ab-e  any  longer  to  rein  in  the  Americans, 
who  would  assist  everywhere  their  allies  by  land  and  by  sea.     But  every  English- 
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man  of  good  sense  sees  to  what  disasters  this  plan  of  conduct  wonld  lead  us.  The 
ambition  of  tiiis  marquis  and  of  his  party  is  not  to  triumph  over  rebels  aud  the  natu- 
ral enemies  of  Eogland  ;  it  is  to  humble  his  king  aud  ruin  his  country. 

I  have  the  houor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Sartine.* 

Paris,  Ajml  IG,  1780. 

Sir:  I  liave  received  the  two  letters  which  your  excellency  did  me 
the  houor  to  write  to  ine  ou  the  5th  and  on  the  12 th  of  this  mouth. 

I  do  not  meau  to  give  your  excellency  the  trouble  of  answering  these 
letters  of  mine,  which  contain  extracts  of  letters  from  abroad  or  simply 
news.  This  would  be  giving  your  excellency  too  much  trouble  and  tak- 
ing up  too  much  time.  Indeed,  I  think  it  will  very  probably  be  often, 
if  not  always,  unnecessary,  because  your  excellency's  information  must 
be,  beyond  all  comparison,  earlier,  more  exact,  and  more  particular  than 
mine  ;  yet,  as  it  is  possible  that  sometimes  a  circumstance  of  impor- 
tance may  escape  one  channel  of  intelligence  and  yet  pass  in  another, 
I  thought  it  to  be  my  duty  sometimes  to  send  your  excellency  an  ex- 
tract. In  this  view  I  now  have  the  honor  to  send  your  excellency  an- 
other extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Olh  of  this  month;  but  I  pray  your 
excellency  not  to  take  the  trouble  to  answer  it. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  April  17,  1780. 

Sir:  Late  letters  from  Dnntzic  imply  that  commerce  was  beconie 
very  languishing  there  for  some  time,  excepting  for  ship  timl)er,  which 
bore  a  very  good  price  there  ou  accouut  of  the  English,  and  which  they 
carried  away  as  well  in  their  own  vessels  as  those  of  Dantzic, 

The  new  face  which  the  affairs  of  Europe  are  about  to  take  from  the 
alliance  formed  between  the  powers  of  the  north  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  exact  neutrality,  and  to  which  people  here  are  fully  persuaded 
that  the  republic  of  the  United  Provinces  will  agree,  gives  occasion  to 
conjectures  either  that  the  war  will  be  pushed  this  year  with  more 
vivacity  than  ever,  both  by  laud  and  sea,  or  that  peace  may  be  made 
without  delay.  They  say  even  that  there  may  have  been  already  nego- 
tiations commenced  on  this  subject;  that  it  is  b^^  the  intervention  of 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  who  would  manage  the  accommodation  between 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  that  his  present  ambassador  in  France  is  so 


*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  729. 
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APRIL    18,  1780.     '  619 

much  the  better  able  to  labor  usefully  towards  this  great  work,  that 
having  resided  in  England  in  the  same  quality  he  has  the  advantage  to 
know  perfectly  the  ministers  and  their  system.  However  this  may  be, 
if  there  are  sometimes  occasions  in  which  one  may  judge  of  future 
events  by  an  examination  of  the  present  and  reflection  upon  the  past, 
might  one  be  taxed  with  partiality  or  temerity  if  one  ventured  to  lay  it 
down  as  a  fact  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  contest  in  which  Great 
Britain  is  at  present  engaged,  her  situation  has  never  appeared  so  criti- 
cal and  so  dangerous  ?  In  fact,  as  if  it  was  not  enough  that  she  had 
quarreled  with  her  Colonies  ;  as  if  it  was  not  enough  that  she  is  at  war 
with  two  powers  so  formidable  as  France  and  Spain  in  consequence-  of 
the  quarrel  with  the  Colonies ;  as  if  her  intestine  troubles  were  not 
enough,  which,  by  dividing  the  nation,  contribute  not  a  little  to  weaken 
it;  and  at  the  end  of  the  perspective  to  see  Ireland  at  the  first  moment 
make  as  much  of  it  as  the  Americans  la  declaring  herself  also  inde- 
pendent. In  spite  of  so  many  alarming  considerations  England  still 
seems  to  seek  new  enemies  by  attacking  without  distinction  the  vessels 
of  all  the  neutral  nations  and  even  of  her  allies.  Thus  she  has  forced 
them  by  this  proceeding,  not  less  arbitrary  than  inconceivable,  espe- 
cially in  her  present  circumstances,  to  make  a  league  with  each  other 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  safety  of  the  navigation  of  their  respective 
subjects,  as  well  as  of  the  honor  of  their  flags,  for  which  they  plainly 
acknowledge  at  this  day  that  they  never  could  have  hoped  for  any 
safety  if  the  English,  who,  embarrassed  as  they  are,  treat  them  never- 
theless with  so  little  ceremony,  could  ever  recover  that  superiority 
whereof  we  can  not  deny  that  they  found  means  to  put  themselves  in 
X)OSsession  at  the  end  of  the  last  war. 

But  such  is  the  fate  of  all  human  things  ;  to  have  a  commencement, 
to  acquire  successfully  an  augmentation,  which  ought  to  be  expected 
up  to  certain  bounds,  and  beyond  which  they  must  necessarily  begin  to 
decrease  until  they  descend  again  to  the  same  point  from  whence  they 
began ;  and  no  human  efforts  can  disturb  this  constant  and  immutable 
order.  After  this  declaration  let  us  judge  whether,  in  fact,  this  is  not 
the  case  of  England,  and  we  may  after  this  predict  very  nearly  the 
issue  of  the  present  events  or  of  those  which  may  take  place  in  the 
course  of  the  year. 

By  the  English  papers  Congress  will  see  the  state  of  parties  in  Eng- 
land, where  the  stubble  is  so  dry  that  the  smallest  spark  thrown  into  it 
may  set  the  whole  fleld  in  a  blaze.  Opposition  have  carried  triumph- 
antly in  the  fullest  House  of  Commons  ever  known,  by  a  majority  of 
eighteen  votes  against  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  ministry,  the  resolution 
that  it  is  necessary  todeclare  that  the  influence  of  the  crown  has  increased, 
increases,  and  ought  to  be  diminished  ;  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  take  cognizance  of  and  to  reform  the  abuses  which  may  exist 
in  the  employment  of  the  civil-list  revenues  as  well  as  all  other  public 
revenues,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  grant  efiectual  redress 
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to  tlie  grievances  exposed  in  the  petitions  presented  to  the  House  by  the 
different  cities,  counties,  and  towns  of  the  kingdom.  By  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Fox  it  will  be  seen  to  what  soaring  heights  this  young  statesman 
aspires. 

Since  my  arrival  the  last  time  in  Europe  I  have  had  six  and  forty 
times,  I  thinlc,  th(>  honor  of  writing  to  Congress;  but  it  seems  impossi- 
ble to  get  a  letter  across  the  Atlantic.  Many  of  my  letters  have  been 
waiting  long  at  the  seaports  for  a  passage,  but  when  they  will  obtain 
it  I  know  not;  if  they  all  arrive,  and  Congress  should  be  able  to  see  at 
one  view  the  vast  chain  that  is  binding  almost  all  mankind  every  day 
closer  and  faster  together  in  opposition  to  the  dangerous  power  and 
the  intolerable  oppressions  of  the  English,  they  will  see  how  many  of  the 
wisest  hands  in  the  world  are  at  work  for  their  safety  and  glory,  and 
have  the  utmost  cause  of  gratitu<le  to  Heaven  for  ordering  events  in 
the  course  of  His  providence  so  decidedly  in  their  favor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Taris,  April  18,  1780. 

SiR:  It  is  my  duty  to  transmit  to  Congress,  as  soon  as  prudence  will 
admit,  everything  which  deserves  consideration,  as  having  either  a 
direct  or  an  indirect  tendency  to  j^eace,  or  even  to  negotiations  for  that 
important  object.  The  enclosed  letter  has  been  transmitted  to  Paris 
through  such  a  channel  that  1  liave  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  par- 
ticularly intended  for  my  inspection.  It  is  from  a  gentleman  who,  to 
do  him  justice,  has  long  expressed  an  earnest  desire  for  i)eaee,  but  who 
nevertheless  has  never  yet  rellected  maturely  enough  upon  the  state 
of  America,  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  all  Europe  to  get  into  a  right 
way  of  thiidfing  concerning  the  proper  means  to  his  end.  Congress 
will  perceive  it  from  the  letter  itself,  in  which  it  is  obvious  enough. 

The  first  remarkable  sentiment  is,  "We  must  at  all  events  support 
our  national  honor  by  the  most  vigorous  exertions,  without  shrinking; 
but  surely,  in  such  a  com])licaled  war  as  this  is,  if  we  can  make  any 
ecpiitable  offers  of  a  treaty  to  any  of  the  parties,  common  prudence 
calls  upon  us  to  use  our  endeavors  to  unravel  by  negotiation  the  com- 
bination of  powers  now  acting  against  us."  In  this  paragraph  I  see 
the  manifest  marks  of  a  mind  that  has  not  yet  mastered  its  subject. 
True  policy  would  have  omitted  everything  in  this  letter  which  should 
call  up  to  the  minds  of  the  people  the  ideas  of  national  honor.  Every 
man  in  the  world  who  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  subject 
knows  that  Great  Britain  never  can  obtain  a  peace  without  a  diminu- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  5,  with  verbal  changes;  7  J, 
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tion  of  her  honor  and  dii^uity.  It  is  impossible  without  miracles,  and 
therefore  the  Englishman  who  undertakes  to  i)lau  for  i)eace  must  be 
convinced  of  this  and  take  it  into  his  plan,  and  consequently  should 
avoid  with  the  utmost  caution  every  word  which  should  excite  these 
ideas  in  the  uiiuds  of  the  people.  They  stir  passions  which  make  them 
mad. 

He  should  have  avoided  with  equal  solicitude  every  insinuation  of  a 
design  to  unravel  by  negotiation  the  combination  of  powers  now  acting 
against  Great  Britain.  This  combination  is  in  fact  much  more  exten- 
sive, much  more  universal  and  formidable  than  the  letter- writer  had 
any  idea  or  suspicion  of.  But  if  it  had  been  uo  more  extensive  than 
France,  Spain,  and  America,  the  impracticability  of  unraveling  it 
ought  to  have  thrown  out  this  sentiment.  By  it  he  proposes  by  nego- 
tiation to  bring  those  to  dishonor  themselves  who  have  certainly  uo 
occasion  for  it;  at  the  same  time  that  he  stimulates  others  to  cherish 
and  preserve  their  honor  who  have  already  lost  it,  and  under  an  abso- 
lute necessity,  sooner  or  later,  of  sacrificing  it.  By  this  means  he  only 
puts  the  confederates  more  upon  their  guard,  and  renders  the  attain- 
ment of  his  professed  object — peace — impossible. 

The  next  solecism  in  politics  which  he  commits  is  undertaking  to 
vindicate  America  from  the  charge  of  having  sought  and  formed  this 
confederacy.  America  wanted  no  such  vindication ;  it  is  folly  to  sup- 
pose it  a  fault,  for  all  mankind  will  agree,  even  his  correspondents 
themselves,  that  it  was  wisdom  and  virtue.  Surely  another  term  must 
be  giveu  to  popular  ideas  betbre  they  will  be  brought  to  petition  for 
peace. 

Nor  do  1  think  it  was  prudent  in  him  to  hold  up  the  idea  that 
America  had  proceeded  with  reluctance  and  regret  to  the  treaty.  That 
this  is  true  1  know  and  feel  to  this  very  moment;  for  although  1  had 
uo  such  reluctance  myself,  those  gentlemen  with  whom  I  had  the  honor 
to  sit  in  Congress  at  the  time  will  remember  that  I  had  very  good 
reasons  to  be  sensible  that  others  had.  But  how  well  soever  he  might 
be  informed  of  the  fact,  and  from  what  source  soever  he  might  drav.^ 
bis  information,  it  was  bad  policy  in  him  to  hold  it  up,  because  he 
ought  to  have  been  equally  sure  that  America  has  now  uo  reluctance 
to  the  treaty,  nor  any  inclination  to  violate  it.  He  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  have  held  up  a  hope  of  this  to  the  ])eople.  Neither  ought  he 
to  have  flattered  the  people  with  hopes  that  America  would  not  form 
any  perpetual  alliance  with  France,  nor  that  their  limited  alliance 
might  be  satisfied  and  discharged.  The  alliance  already  made  is 
limited,  it  is  true,  to  a  certain  number  of  articles,  but  not  limited  in  its 
duration.  It  is  perpetual,  and  he  had  no  grounds  to  soothe  the  people 
with  hopes,  either  that  France  would  give  up  any  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty,  or  that  America  would  violate  them. 

He  ought  also  to  have  avoided  his  insinuations  that  America  has 
been  so  much  harassed  by  the  war.    This  is  an  idea  so  refreshing  to 
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the  present  passions  of  the  peo[)le  of  England  that,  instead  of  tending 
to  dispose  them  to  peace,  it  only  revives  their  hopes  of  success  and 
infianies  their  ardor  for  war.  That  America  has  been  liarassed  by  the 
war  is  true,  and  wheu  was  any  nation  at  war  without  being  so? 
Especially,  when  did  any  nation  undergo  a  re  volution  in  government 
and  sustain  a  war  at  the  same  time  without  it?  Yet  after  all  America 
has  not  been  so  much  harassed,  or  disastered,  or  terrified,  or  panic- 
struck  from  the  beginning  as  Great  Britain  has  been  several  times  in 
the  course  of  it. 
But  the  most  exceptionable  passage  of  all  is  this: 

It  is  apparent  to  all  the  world  that  France  might  Jong  ago  have  i)ul  an  end  to  that 
part  of  the  war  ichich  has  been  most  distressing  to  America  if  she  bad  chosen  so  to  do. 
Let  the  whole  system  of  Frauce  be  considered  from  the  verj^  begiuuiug  down  to  the 
last  retreat  from  Savannah,  and  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  put  any  other  construc- 
tion upon  it  but  this,  viz:  that  it  has  always  been  the  deliberate  intention  and 
object  of  France,  for  purposes  of  her  own,  to  encourage  the  contiun  ation  of  the  war 
in  America,  in  hopes  of  exhausting  the  strength  and  resources  of  this  country  and  of 
depressing  the  rising  power  of  America. 

Upon  this  paragraph  I  scarcely  know  what  remarks  to  make.  But, 
after  deliberating  upon  it  as  patiently  and  maturely  as  I  can,  I  will 
clearly  write  my  opinion  of  it,  for  my  obligations  to  truth  and  to  my 
country  are  antecedent  to  all  other  ties. 

I  am  clearly  and  fully  of  the  opinion,  then,  that  the  fact  is  true  that 
France  might  put  an  end  to  that  part  of  the  war  which  has  been  most 
distressing  to  Americans;  and  I  certainly  know  the  means  were  ex- 
tremely simple  and  obvious,  and  that  they  were  repeatedly  proposed 
and  explained  and  urged  to  the  ministry ;  and  I  should  have  had  a  ter- 
rible load  of  the  guilt  of  negligence  of  my  duty  upon  my  conscience  if  it 
had  not  been  done  while  I  had  the  honor  of  a  commission  to  this  court. 
But  when  the  letter-writer  proceeds  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  was  to  en- 
courage  the  continuance  of  the  war  in  order  to  exhaust  the  strength  and 
resources  of  Great  Britain  1  can  not  accompany  him,  much  less  can  1 
join  with  him  in  the  opinion  that  it  was  to  depress  the  rising  power  in 
America.  I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  France  has  not  wished  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  but  that  she  has  wished  for  i)eace.  The  war 
has  been  attended  with  too  much  loss  and  danger  to  France  to  suppose 
that  she  wished  its  continuance,  and  if  she  did  wish  its  continuance  at 
all,  she  could  not  wish  it  to  depress  the  power  of  America. 

She  could  not  wish  it,  in  my  opinion,  for  this  reason,  because  it  is  not 
the  means  to  this  end.  It  has  a  contrary  tendency.  The  longer  this 
war  is  continued  in  America,  the  more  will  America  become  habituated 
to  the  characters  of  the  soldier  and  the  marine.  Military  virtues  and 
talents  and  i)assions  will  gain  strength  and  additional  activity  every 
year  while  the  war  lasts;  and  the  more  these  virtues,  talents,  and  pas- 
sions are  multiplied,  the  deeper  will  the  foundations  of  American  power 
be  laid,  and  the  more  dangerous  will  it  become  to  some  other  of  the 
powers  of  Europe;  to  France,  as  likely  as  to  any  other  power,  because 
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it  will  be  more  likely  to  be  ambitious  aud  enterprising,  and  to  aspire  at 
conquests  by  sea  and  laud. 

This  idea,  however,  deserves  to  be  considered  with  all  the  attention 
that  Americans  can  give  to  it;  although  I  am  convinced  by  everything 
I  see  and  read  and  hear  that  all  tlie  powers  of  Europe,  except,  perhaps, 
the  house  of  Austria,  and  I  am  not  very  clear  in  that  exception,  rejoice 
in  the  American  Eevolution,  and  consider  the  independence  of  America 
as  for  their  interest  and  happiness  in  many  points  of  view,  botli  re- 
specting commerce  and  the  balance  of  Europe;  yet  I  have  many  rea- 
sons to  tliink  that  not  one  of  them,  not  even  Spain  nor  France,  wishes 
to  see  America  rise  very  fast  to  power.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be 
cautious  how  we  magnify  our  ideas  aud  exaggerate  our  expressions  of 
the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  any  of  those  powers.  Let  us  treat 
them  with  gratitude,  but  with  dignity.  Let  us  remember  what  is  due 
to  ourselves  and  to  our  posterity,  as  well  as  to  them.  Let  us,  abov^e  all 
things,  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  entangling  ourselves  with  their  wars 
or  politics.  Our  business  witb  them,  and  theirs  with  us,  is  commerce, 
not  politics,  much  less  war;  America  has  been  the  sport  of  European 
wars  aud  politics  long  enough. 

I  think,  however,  that  this  letter- writer  was  very  much  mistaken  in 
his  judgment  when  he  threw  out  this  language.  It  could  be  meant 
only  to  excite  a  jealousy  and  a  quarrel  between  France  and  America, 
or  rather  feed  the  Yorkshire  people  and  the  people  of  England  with  a 
hope  of  exciting  such  a  quarrel.  This  is  not  the  way  to  come  at  peace. 
They  will  never  succeed  in  such  a  plan,  aud  every  attempt  towards  it 
is  a  false  policy. 

The  next  mistake  is  the  idea  of  a  reconciliation  and  federal  union 
with  America.  This  must  be  intended  to  separate  us  from  our  alUes, 
which  this  gentleman  ought  before  now  to  have  known  is  totally  im- 
practicable. 

I  have  very  little  more  relish  for  the  notion  of  a  truce.  We  are  in  a 
safer  way  at  war.  We  can  not  make  a  truce  without  France.  She  will 
never  consent  that  we  should  make  a  truce  unless  she  makes  a  peace ; 
and  such  alterations  may  be  made  in  the  constitutions  of  the  courts  of 
France  and  Spain,  and  in  the  other  courts  and  political  connections  in 
Europe,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  a  truce,  that  it  would  be 
attended  with  too  much  hazard  to  us.  Neither  France,  nor  Spain,  nor 
the  other  powers  of  Europe  might,  after  a  truce,  be  ready  to  go  to  war 
again;  and  unforeseen  divisions  may  be  excited  among  ourselves  by 
artful  emissaries  from  England.  We  are  going  on  now  in  a  sure  and 
certain  road.     If  we  go  out  of  it  we  may  be  lost. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  that  this  letter-writer  should  have  stated  the 
true  situation  of  Europe,  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  America. 

From  this  statement  his  immediate  conclusion  should  have  been  open 
conferences  for  peace;  make  a  peace  with  all  the  world  upon  the  best 
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terms  you  can.  This  is  the  only  chance  you  liave  for  salvation.  It  must 
couie  to  this  very  soon  ;  otherwise  there  will  be  a  total  dissolution  of  the 
British  empire. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  J.  Adams.* 

PASSY,  April  22,  1780. 
Deak.  Sir  :  The  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  of  writing 
to  me  yesterday  gives  me  the  first  information  of  the  resolution  men- 
tioned as  taken  by  the  State  of  Maryland  relating  to  their  money  in 
England.  If  there  is  no  mistake  in  the  intelligence,  which  I  apprehend 
there  may  be,  and  such  a  power  as  is  supposed  should  come  to  my 
hands,  I  shall  then  take  your  excellency's  recommendation,  which  has 
great  weight  Avith  me,  into  consideration.  At  present  I  can  only  say 
that  I  shall  not  name  my  nephew,  Mr.  Williams  ;  for,  though  I  have  a 
great  opinion  of  his  ability  and  integrity,  and  think  that,  by  his  early 
declaration  and  attachment  to  our  cause  and  activity  in  its  service,  he 
has  a  good  deal  of  merit  with  the  States  in  general,  1  know  of  none 
that  he  has  with  Maryland  in  particular,  and  as  the  other  four  are 
natives  of  that  State  I  think  the  choice  ought  to  be  from  among  them, 
Mr.  Williams  will,  however,  be  very  sensible  of  the  honor  done  him  by 
being  put  into  the  nomination. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

B.  F. 

[Upon  a  separate  paper :]  Mr.  Franklin  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  requests  he  would  send  him  by  the  bearer  the  book  of 
treaties,  which  he  has  just  now  occasion  to  consult,  and  will  return  it  in 
a  day  or  two. 


Carmichael  to  J.  Adams.t 

MADRID,  April  22,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  received  with  much  pleasure  your  obliging  letter  of  the  Sth 
instant,  and  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  the  in- 
formation it  contained.  I  should  have  certainly  commenced  my  corre- 
spondence with  you  earlier  had  I  thought  Mr.  Jay  would  have  been 
constrained  by  various  circumstances  to  reside  so  long  at  Cadiz.  Your 
observations  with  respect  to  the  conduct  which  France  and  Spain 
ought  to  follow  correspond  with  the  opinions  of  the  Swedish  and  Dutch 
ministers  here,  both  of  whom  I  have  an  opportunity  of  frequently  see- 
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ing.  Tlic  crisis  seems  near  when  others  beside  Britain  may  play  the 
part  of  the  bully. 

If  tiie  patriots  in  Ireland  are  content  with  that  which  they  have 
forced  Great  Britain  to  grant  them  I  shall  be  much  mistaken,  and  their 
conduct  in  that  case  will  not  correspond  with  the  history  of  mankind. 
I  resided  three  months  in  that  kingdom  in  the  year  1768,  and  am  well 
acquainted  with  some  of  the  men  who  now  appear  to  take  a  lead  in 
their  affairs. 

Some  of  these  will  be  for  pushing  things  to  the  greatest  extremity, 
and  perhaps  would  succeed,  if  they  had  liberality  enough  to  tolerate 
a  religion  against  which  they  have  the  most  violent  animosity. 

A  fleet  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  besides  frigates  and  other  armed 
vessels,  with  eleven  thousand  live  hundred  men  and  a  fine  train  of 
artillery,  will  sail  this  month  from  Cadiz,  if  it  hath  not  already  sailed. 
The  troops  embarked  the  14th.  I  suppose  that  from  Brest  sails  about 
the  same  time.  From  these  armaments  you  may  judge  whether  your 
ideas  for  carrying  the  war  into  the  American  seas  are  not  conform- 
able to  the  intentions  of  the  allies. 

We  have  the  same  news  from  America  which  you  announce  to  me, 
and  our  papers  are  as  late  as  the  10th  of  March.  By  several  captures 
taken  from  the  enemy  it  appears  that  Arbuthnot's  fleet  must  have  suf- 
fered severely  and  their  dispersion  must  have  been  complete,  for  no 
news  of  their  arrival  in  any  port  was  received  at  Newbury,  in  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  the  14th  of  March,  although  they  sailed  the  26th  of  De- 
cember from  New  York. 

It  appears  that  Congress  meant  to  leave  Philadelphia  the  Ist  of 
April,  but  to  what  place  is  not  mentioned. 

I  have  advice  from  Bordeaux  that  several  letters  for  me  arrived  in 
the  Buclsl-iiif  and  were  sent  on  to  Madrid.  Unhappily  I  have  not  re- 
ceived them,  which  chagrins  me  not  a  little. 

Mr.  Jay  and  family  present  their  respects  to  you ;  most  of  them  have 

been  unwell  since  their  arrival  here,    I  beg  you  to  make  the  proper 

compliments  for  me  to  Mr.  Dana,  and  to  believe  me  your  obliged  and 

humble  servant, 

William  Carmichael. 


Fraukliii  to  Dumas. 


Passy,  April  23,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  account  you  give  me  of  the 
disposition  with  which  the  proposals  from  the  Empress  of  Eussia  have 
been  received,  and  desire  to  be  informed  from  time  to  time  of  the  prog- 
ress of  that  interesting  business. 
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I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of  your  reconciliation  with  ,  because  a 

continuance  of  your  difference  will  be  extremely  inconvenient.  Permit 
me  to  tell  you  frankly,  what  I  formerly  hinted  to  you,  that  I  apprehend 
you  suffer  yourself  too  easily  to  be  led  into  personal  prejudices  by 
interested  people,  who  would  engross  all  our  confidence  to  themselves. 
From  this  source  have  arisen,  I  imagine,  the  charges  and  suspicious 
you  have  insinuated  to  me  against  several  who  have  always  declared  a 
friendship  for  us  in  Holland.  It  is  right  that  you  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  giving  the  carte  dii  pays  to  Mr.  Laurens  when  he  arrives  in 
Holland.  But  if,  in  order  to  serve  your  particular  friends,  you  fill  his 
head  with  these  prejudices,  you  will  hurt  him  and  them,  and  perhaps 
yourself.  There  does  not  appear  to  me  the  least  probability  in  your 
supposition  that  the  — is  an  enemy  to  America. 

Here  has  been  with  me  a  gentleman  from  Holland,  who  was  charged, 
as  he  said,  with  a  verbal  commission  from  divers  cities  to  inquire  whether 
it  was  true  that  Amsterdam  had,  as  they  heard,  made  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  the  United  States,  and  to  express  in  that  case  their  willing- 
ness to  enter  into  a  similar  treaty.  Do  you  know  anything  of  this  ? 
What  is  become,  or  likely  to  become,  of  the  plan  of  treaty  formerly 
under  consideration  ? 

By  a  letter  from  Middlebourg,  to  which  the  enclosed  is  an  answer,  a 
cargo  seized  and  sent  to  America  as  English  property  is  reclaimed, 
partly  on  the  supposition  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  They  ought 
to  do  so  between  England  and  Holland,  because  there  is  a  treaty  which 
stipulates  it;  but  there  being  yet  no  treaty  between  Holland  and 
America  to  that  purpose,  I  apprehend  that,  the  goods  being  declared  by 
the  captain  to  be  English,  a  neutral  ship  will  not  protect  them ;  the  law 
of  nations  governing  in  this  case,  as  it  did  before  the  treaty  above 
mentioned.    Tell  me,  if  you  please,  your  opinion. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  I  am  ever, 

B.  Franklin. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

PARIS,  April  24, 1780. 
Sir:  There  is  intelligence  from  Stockholm  of  the  4th  of  this  month 
that  "  the  envoy  extraordinary  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  has  given 
notice  to  that  court  of  the  declaration  made  by  his  sovereign,  as  well 
to  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  as  to  the  powers  actually 
at  war,  demanding  at  the  same  time  that  Sweden  would  accede  to  it, 
and  to  this  end  join  herself  to  Russia,  by  augmenting  the  Swedish 
marine,  to  the  end  to  concur  by  this  means  in  the  maintenance  of  a 
neutrality.  Although  this  court  appears  very  well  inclined  to  enter 
into  the  views  of  Russia,  nevertheless  it  is  thought  that  before  any- 
thing will  be  decided  upon  this  subject  she  will  previously  give  notice 
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of  it  to  the  court  of  France.  In  the  meantime  the  minister  of  Russia  at 
this  court  has  received  orders  to  treat  directly  of  this  affair  as  well  as 
with  the  Prince  de  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  Imperial  maj- 
esty to  their  high  mightinesses,  as  with  the  other  ministers  of  that  court 
residing  at  the  neutral  courts." 

There  is  also  intelligence  from  Racisbon  of  the  13th  of  April,  that 
"M.  Struxe,  counselor  of  the  legation  from  Russia,  has  communicated 
there  by  order  of  his  court  the  declaration  made  by  his  sovereign  to  the 
belligerent  powers,  to  the  end  to  make  her  flag  be  respected  and  to 
protect  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  her  subjects ;  and  that,  in  con- 
sequence, orders  had  already  been  despatched  both  to  Cronstadt  and 
Archangel  to  equip  there  a  sulflcient  number  of  ships  of  the  line." 

There  is  a  paragraph  in  the  gazette  of  Amsterdam  of  the  lilst  from 
Paris  of  the  14th  of  April : 

It  is  ouly  by  conjecture  tbat  we  talk  of  the  plan  of  the  next  campaign  in  Europe ; 
and  it  is  also  with  the  same  uncertainty  that  we  lend  our  ear  to  the  report,  which 
runs  that  the  Count  d'Estaiug  will  connnaud  the  combined  fleet,  and  even  that  the 
Count  du  Chalfault,  as  well  as  the  Spanish  admirals,  have  offered  to  serve  under  him. 
It  is  pretended,  besides,  that  there  may  very  well  be  also  some  alterations  in  the 
progress  of  our  ministry,  if  it  is  true,  as  they  continue  to  affirm,  that  the  Count  de 
Parades  has  been  arrested  as  a  spy  of  the  English  Government,  to  whom  he  was  in 
fact  in  a  capacity  to  discover  important  particulars  upon  this  subject.  But  there  is 
another  i)iece  of  news  to  which  we  give  more  credit,  because  really  there  is  no  good 
citizen  nor  genuine  frieml  of  humanity  who  does  not  wish  to  hear  it  confirmed.  It  is 
that  there  should  be,  as  it  is  said,  upon  the  carpet  a  plan  conceited  between  all  the 
maritime  powers  of  Europe  to  the  end  to  form  and  digest  a  nuiversal  code  for  the 
sea,  the  laws  of  which  no  nation  should  attempt  to  infringe  without  devoting  herself 
totheiudignatiou  or  exposing  herself  to  the  vengeance  of  all  the  others;  an  import- 
ant project  if  it  could  be  executed,  which  would  insure  the  happiness  and  tranquil- 
lity of  nations,  and  would  set  bounds  which  could  not  be  passed  to  the  audacity  as 
well  as  the  avarice  of  any  one  which,  without  any  other  right  than  that  of  force, 
should  preiend  to  arrogate  to  itself  the  exclusive  empire  of  the  sea. 

There  is  also  intelligence  from  The  Hague  of  the  19th  of  April,  that 
there  was  sent  on  the  14th  of  the  month  to  the  assembly  of  tbe  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces  a  memorial  of  the  following  tenor: 

Their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses,  the  conunissiouers  of  the  affairs  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  conjointly  with  some  counselors  of  Holland  and  ministers  of  the 
college  of  admiralty  residing  in  this  province,  having,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution 
of  the  4th  of  this  mouth,  examined  the  memorial  presented  the  day  before  to  the 
generality  by  the  Prince  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  majesty  the  Empress 
of  all  the  Russias,  by  which  the  minister  has  communicated  a  declaration  made  by 
his  sovereign  to  the  courts  of  France,  Spain,  and  England  that  the  neutral  powers 
may  protect  by  common  agreement  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  her  subjects 
respectively,  as  is  more  fully  explained  in  the  note  of  the  4th  of  April. 

Whereupon,  having  deliberated,  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  have  thought 
fit  and  resolved  that  the  affairs  be  proposed  to  the  generality,  and  that  they  answer 
in  turn  to  the  before-mentioned  memorial  of  the  Prince  de  Gallitzin  that  their  high 
mightinesss  have  received  with  much  satisfaction  the  communication  which  it  has 
pleased  her  majesty  the  Empress  of  Russia  to  give  them  of  her  designs,  as  well  as  of 
the  declaration  which  she  has  caused  to  be  made  to  the  said  courts  ;  that  their  high 
mightinesses  regard  this  communication  as  the  most  convincing  proof  of  the  benevo- 
ence  of  her  majesty  for  this  republic,  an  d  holding  themselves  honored  by  it,  they 
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tliiuk  themselves  consequently  obliged,  in  all  respects,  to  give  her  ;i  cordial  and  posi- 
tive answer.  That  their  high  mightinesses  put  the  highest  value  ou  the  new  proof 
which  her  Imperial  majesty  gives  on  this  occasion  of  her  generosity  and  acknowledged 
equity,  as  well  as  ou  the  project  she  has  conceived,  and  the  means  which  she  has 
resolved  to  employ  to  obtain  the  most  exact  neutrality  in  the  present  war  with  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  protect  not  only  the  honor  of  the  Russian  Hag,  as  well  as  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  her  subjects,  in  not  permitting  them  to  be  disturbed  by 
any  of  the  jtowera  at  war,  but  also  to  assure  the  liberty  and  repose  of  Europe  upon 
the  solid  foundations  of  the  justice  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  treaties  subsisting, 
and  thus  to  consolidate  the  equitable  system  of  navigation  and  commerce  of  the 
neutral  jtowers;  that  their  high  mightinesses,  having  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to 
observe  a  strict  neutrality,  with  her  majesty  the  Empress  of  Russia,  in  the  present  war, 
but  instructed  by  experience  in  the  losses  with  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
neutral  powers  have  suffered  by  the  lluctuations  and  uncertainty  of  the  belligerent 
powers  in  the  state  of  the  law  of  nations,  from  whence  have  resulted  to  them  many 
inconveniences  and  great  damages,  occasioned  by  the  operations  of  the  present  war, 
their  high  mightinesses  have  judged  it  necessary,  in  concert  with  her  majesty  the 
Empress  of  Russia,  to  lix  this  law  upon  a  solid  basis,  and  to  request,  for  this  end,  the 
concurrence  of  the  neutral  maritime  powers  ;  that,  moreover,  as  to  what  concerns  the 
extent  and  limits  of  this  law,  their  high  mightinesses  conform  themselves  wholly  to 
the  five  points  contained  in  the  declaration  of  her  Imperial  majesty,  made  to  the 
courts  of  Versailles,  Madrid,  and  London,  communicated  to  their  high  mightinesses  by 
the  Prince  de  Gallit/.in  the  '.id  of  April  of  this  year,  and  are,  couse(iuently,  ready  to 
make  similar  declarations  to  the  belligerent  powers,  their  high  mightinesses  being 
sincerely  disposed  to  enter  into  conferences  with  her  mperial  Imajesty  of  all  the  Rus- 
sias,  and  other  neutral  maritime  powers,  upon  the  measures  which  may  bo  unani- 
mously taken,  to  the  end  to  maintain  eifectually,  both  for  the  present  era  and  for 
the  time  to  come,  the  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce,  by  observing  an  exact 
neutrality  between  the  belligerent  powers. 

That  the  extract  of  the  resolution  to  bo  taken  be  sent  by  the  agent,  Van  den  Burch 
Spuonings,  back  to  the  Prince  de  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  Imperial 
majesty  of  all  the  Russias,  to  the  end  to  inform  his  sovereign  and  to  employ  his  good 
offices  to  lay  before  her  this  answer  in  the  manner  the  most  favorable;  that  they  ought 
also  to  send  a  similar  extract  to  M.  de  Swart,  resident  of  their  high  mightinesses  at 
the  court  of  Petersburgh,  for  his  information,  with  an  injunction  to  co-operate,  as  far 
as  shall  depend  upon  him,  to  the  success  of  the  salutary  intentions  of  their  high 
mightinesses;  that  the  same  measures  be  taken  with  regard  to  the  ministers  of  the 
republic  at  the  courts  of  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  and  Lisbon,  with  orders  to  act  in 
concert,  and  to  support  the  measures  of  the  Ruosian  ministers  at  the  courts  where 
they  reside. 

Their  liigli  mightinesses  having  deliberated  upon  this  object,  the 
deputies  of  provinces  which  have  not  as  yet  dechired  themselves  have 
been  desired  to  pronounce  as  soon  as  possible  the  resolutions  of  the 
states  their  principals.  The  states  of  the  province  of  Groningen  have 
declared  themselves  authorized,  during  the  suspension  of  the  delibera- 
tions, to  confer  on  this  subject  with  the  Prince  de  Gallitzin  for  a  further 
explanation,  saving  the  free  deliberations  of  their  principals. 

Amsterdam,  April  20.— The  college  of  admiralty  of  West  Friesland  and  of  the  north- 
ern quarter  have  put  in  commission,  with  the  participation  of  his  most  serene  high- 
ness the  prince  stadtholder.  the  frigates  of  war  the  MedcmbUck  of  thirty-six  guns,  the 
Horn,  and  Enkhutscn  of  twenty  guns,  which  will  be  commanded  by  the  captains  Van 
Regneveld  Heckers  and  Trykenius. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  Vergeiines.* 

Paris,  April  25,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  excellency  that  a  small  schooner 
has  arrived  at  ISTantes  from  Baltim(5re,  by  which  came  the  enclosed  news- 
papers, which  I  send  to  your  excellency  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time. 
I  hope,  however,  your  excellency  has  received  these  and  mauy  more 
and  much  fuller  iutelligence  by  the  same  vessel;  but  as  it  is  possible 
it  may  be  otherwise,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  send  them.  I  have  no  other 
news  by  this  vessel  as  yet,  excepting  that  General  Gates  was  appointed 
to  command  the  army  in  Charleston,  an  event  which  I  esteem  of  great 
importance,  because  there  is  in  the  mind  of  the  American  soldier  an 
affection  for  that  officer,  aud  a  confidence  in  him  that  will  show  its 
effects. 

A  vessel  from  Martinique  had  Just  arrived,  with  an  account  that  the 
Deaiw  frigate,  Captain  Nicholson,  had  sent  in  there  an  English  frigate, 
sheathed  with  copper,  mounting  twenty-eight  guns,  which  struck  after 
a  severe  action. 

If  I  should  be  so  happy  as  to  receive  any  more  news  from  this  vessel, 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  transmit  it  to  your  excellency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  Aiml  25,  1780. 

Sir:  a  letter  from  Dublin,  of  the  ISth  of  this  month,  gives  us  the 
following  account : 

We  wait  with  impatience  for  the  nieetiii<^  of  Parliament ;  the  day  approaches  when 
the  political  destiny  of  this  kingdom  will  be  decided.  There  is  yet  some  softness  in 
one  party  of  the  Parliament,  hut  there  is  none  at  all  in  the  body  of  the  people,  and 
especially  in  that  of  our  brave  volunteers,  who  are  at  once  the  admiration  and  the 
firm  hope  of  the  nation,  which  seems  now  to  spring  up  and  out  of  chaos.  One  thing 
very  extraordinary  is,  that  among  this  body  of  volunteers,  exceeding  in  fact  the  num- 
ber of  forty-six  thousand  men  (although  in  so  immense  an  army,  composed  of  so 
many  parties  which  one  would  suppose  discordant,  commanded  by  so  many  chiefs, 
some  more  powerful  than  the  others  might  be  suspected  of  entertaining  views  a  lit- 
tle opjtosite  to  patriotism),  no  ambitious  ones,  supported  by  popularity,  have  under- 
taken anything,  not  only  against  the  liberties,  but  even  against  the  tranquillity  of 
the  people;  not  the  least  disorder,  not  even  the  appearance  of  disunion  or  partial 
cabals.  We  contemplate  with  astonishment,  mixed  with  a  joy  most  intimately  felt, 
an  armed  raultitvide  proceeding  to  give,  so  to  express  myself,  the  island  to  the  civil 
power,  and  aiding  it  to  protect  and  facilitate  the  execution  of  its  laws.  Such  are  the 
advantages  which  we  ought  always  to.provide  ourselves  from  an  army,  the  humblest 
soldier  of  which  finds  his  interest  in  good  order  and  good  government.  Mercenaries 
fight  for  money  ;  volunteers,  proprietors  of  one  part  of  the  lands  which  are  proposed  to 
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be  flefeudod  and  of  the  rights  which  are  to  be  recovered  or  protected,  have  a  direct 
interest  in  preserving  in  all  their  vigor  the  laws  which  assure  to  them  the  property 
of  those  lands  aud  the  enjoyment  of  these  rights. 

While  the  nation  busies  itself  about  its  political  emancipation,  and  already  enjoys 
it  by  anticipation,  she  does  not  neglect  the^advantages  already  obtained  by  the  firm- 
ness and  the  wisdom  of  her  conduct ;  all  the  objects  of  commerce  fix  the  attendance 
of  various  committees;  the  establishments  are  multiplied  insensibly  in  proportion 
to  the  rising  occasions;  where  there  were  manufactories,  they  are  busied  about  the 
means  of  improving  them  ;  where  there  were  none,  and  it  appears  convenient  to 
establish  them,  societies  of  adventurers  are  formed.  We  have  a  considerable  number 
of  woolen  stuffs  and  cloths ;  we  have  none  of  cotton.  At  this  day  Limerick  proposes 
to  become  the  rival  of  Manchester;  they  are  about  making  the  beautiful  velvets  and 
stuffs  of  cotton.  One  company  have  appropriated  to  this  undertaking  a  capital  of 
£16,000  sterling,  and  tliey  have  brought  over  from  England  a  sufficient  number  of 
excellent  workmen  in  this  business. 

In  reading  over  my  letter,  I  remark  I  have  stated  at  forty-six  thousand  the  num- 
ber of  volunteers  actually  armed  among  us ;  we  have  not  yet  an  exact  return  ;  it  is 
possible  there  may  be  four  or  five  thousand  more,  because  at  the  end  of  last  year  we 
generally  reckoned  upon  forty-five  thousand,  and  there  have  been  since  formed  five 
new  corps,  commanded  by  officers  as  respectable  for  their  personal  courage  as  for 
their  patriotism.  If  this  martial  ardor  which  animates  all  the  orders  of  the  com- 
munity has  any  inconvenience,  it  is  that  it  takes  away  from  the  manufacturers  a 
prodigious  number  of  hands.  Independently  of  the  time  given  to  military  exercise 
you  would  not  be  able  to  conceive  how  many  people  are  employed  in  these  melan- 
choly, but  necessary,  manufactures,  which  have  no  other  use,  end,  or  object  than  the 
destruction  of  men.  The  easting  of  cannon,  the  manufacture  of  arms  of  every 
description,  of  tents,  aud  other  articles  which  are  required  for  the  preparation  for  a 
camp.aigu,  employ  moreover  several  thousands  f)f  hands;  it  is  true  that  the  two  levies 
divide  the  lalior  between  them. 

They  say  that  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  on  whom  they  had  so  nnjustly  ventured  to  pub- 
lish some  offensive  rellections,  has  declared  publicly,  and  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
that  he  will  support  the  people  in  the  vindication  of  their  rights  to  a  free  constitu- 
tion absolutely  independent.  If  the  serenity  of  our  present  situation  is  sometimes 
interrui)ted,  it  is  by  those  unlucky  White  Boys  who  from  time  to  time  renew  their 
atrocities.  The  1st  instant  fifty  of  these  banditti,  well  mounted,  met  upon  an  emi- 
nence at  Clorisue,  near  to  Feathard,  where  they  conducted  themselves  in  an  inhuman 
manner  toward  two  individuals. 

In  the  Frencb  Gazette  is  an  article  from  London  with  regard  to  Ire- 
land : 

They  accuse  the  ministry  of  holding  relative  to  that  kingdom  the  same  conduct 
which  they  held  in  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  of  America  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  leave 
the  sovereign  aud  tlie  nation  in  error  concerning  all  the  facts,  and  endeavor  to  inspire 
into  the  British  Parliament  the  most  sinister  carelessness  and  inattention  for  the 
most  important  of  affairs.  People  hired  to  support  among  us  the  blindest  confidence 
write  that  the  Irish  are  very  well  pleased  with  Lord  Hillsborough,  that  the  conces- 
sions made  to  Ireland  satisfy  all  its  wishes,  that  even  the  associations  enjoy  in  peace 
the  good  that  has  been  done  to  their  country.  We  learn,  houever,  that  the  city  of 
Dublin  declares,  in  her  common  council,  that  she  can  not  any  longer  suspend  her 
judgment  upon  the  conduct  of  government ;  that  to  destroy  the  false  interpretations 
which  they  have  endeavored  to  give  to  the  joy  which  the  people  of  Ireland  have  tes- 
tified upon  the  subject  of  the  act  which  gives  liberty  to  their  commerce,  several 
counties,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  associations,  have  thought  themselves  obliged 
to  explain  to  the  public  that  the  motive  of  this  momentary  joy  proceeded  principally 
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from  this,  that  tbej'  roffardecl  the  liberty  of  coLniuerce  as  a  commeucemeut  of  the 
iudepeudence  of  the  coustitution. 

The  principal  creatures  of  the  English  ministry  in  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
arrived  the  beginning  of  this  mouth  to  receive  instructions  relative  to  the  approach- 
ing assembly,  but  they  say  that  during  their  absence  the  chiefs  of  the  national 
party  have  been  employed  in  promoting  the  meetings  of  the  counties  in  cementing 
the  military  associations  and  encouraging  the  people  to  insist  upon  a  declaration  of 
rights,  so  that  nothing  is  yet  finished  in  that  respect.  Mr.  Yelverton  proposes  to 
make  a  motion  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  a  sum  shall  be  voted  sufficient  to  build 
four  strong  frigates,  which  shall  constantly  cruise  upon  the  coasts  of  this  kingdom  to 
protect  merchant  fleets  and  convoys.  This  project  annonuces  but  too  plainly  the 
design  of  Ireland  to  separate  herself  from  us  as  much  as  she  can  and  to  owe  her 
safety  only  to  herself.  With  what  view  should  England  insist  still  with  the  Irish 
upon  the  pretension  of  supremacy  ?  In  renouncing  the  advantages  which  the  monop- 
oly of  commerce  procured  she  has  destroyed  the  only  obstacle  which  could  oppose 
itself  to  the  independence  of  Ireland. 

There  is  in  the  Leydeu  Gazette  of  the  ^Ist  auother  article  from  Lou- 
dou : 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont,  who  arrived  here  the  5th  of  this  mouth  from  Ireland,  has 
had  an  audience  of  his  majesty  and  several  conferences  with  his  ministers;  as  this 
nobleman  is  one  of  tlie  principal  supporters  of  the  party  of  the  administration  in  that 
country,  it  is  supposed  that  his  journey  here  was  occasioned  by  the  crisis  in  which 
afl'airs  are  there  at  this  time.  Mr.  Henry  Flood,  who  has  come  to  court  on  the  same 
subject,  as  well  as  Mr.  Seatou  Perry,  the  speaker  of  the  Irish  connnons,  and  Sir 
Richard  Heron,  secretary  of  the  lord  lieutenant,  have,  on  the  contrary,  returned 
to  Dublin.  As  the  parliament  was  to  sit  the  10th  of  this  month,  we  expect  imme- 
diately interesting  advices  concerning  the  turn  which  aftairs  may  have  taken  there, 
and  so  much  the  more,  as  we  know  that  soon  after  the  meeting,  Mr.  Yelverton 
intended  to  propose  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  rights  of  Ireland,  as  far  as  they  respect 
Poyning's  law  and  the  manner  of  passing  Irish  bills  in  England.  In  the  mean  time 
the  leaders  of  the  two  parties  endeavored  to  increase  their  forces  in  the  two  Houses, 
although  the  preponderance  in  favor  of  the  court  would  scarcely  have  any  effect  in 
case  the  i)arty  the  most  considerable  of  the  people  remain  in  the  sentiments  they 
appear  to  be  in  at  this  day.  This  consideration,  tbey  say,  supported  by  the  advice 
of  Sir  Richard  Heron,  Mr.  Seatou  Perry,  and  Mr.  Flood,  has  determined  our  govern- 
ment to  give  way  to  the  wishes  of  the  Irish  nation,  by  consenting  to  the  revocation 
of  Poyning's  law,  if  there  are  no  other  means  of  assuaging  the  fermentation  of  spir- 
its. It  is  true  that  some  cities,  counties,  and  boroughs  have  lately  assured  the  gov- 
ernment of  their  attachment  and  of  their  gratitude  for  the  favors  granted  to  Ireland, 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  wanting  before  all  the  people  will  be  equall}^  satisfied.  The 
most  enlightened  part  of  the  nation  regard  these  same  favors  as  granted  to  necessity, 
and  purely  precarious  as  long  as  the  British  legislature  shall  have  the  right  to  make 
laws  for  Ireland.  Some  magistrates  have  even  already  refused  to  execute  the  laws 
passed  by  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ;  those  of  the  county  of  Mayo  having  been, 
among  others,  required  to  put  in  force  the  act  against  desertions,  and  to  show  that 
they  acknowledge  no  others  than  those  which  have  been  made  by  their  own  legis- 
lative body.  In  general,  according  to  the  last  accounts  received  from  that  country, 
it  appears  that  of  the  four  parts  of  Ireland,  the  provinces  of  Leinster  and  Connaught 
are  the  most  tranijuil,  reposing  themselves  upon  the  assurances  which  have  been 
given  them  by  the  respective  colonels  of  their  volunteer  associations,  the  Duke  of 
Leinster  and  the  Earl  of  Clanricarde,  and  that  the  court  is  disposed  to  grant  to  the 
nation  all  its  demands.  In  the  province  of  Monster  they  are  less  quiet,  and  they  per- 
suade themselves  that  there  is  little  dependence  upon  a  momentary  benevolence, 
which  is  due  only  to  necessity.    But  the  inhabitants  of  Ulster  are,  of  all  Ireland, 
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tliose  who  appear  the  most  firmly  determined  to  procure  to  themselves,  at  any  x^rice, 
an  entire  independence  of  the  British  legislation  and  the  formal  rennnciation  of  all 
acts  which  are  contrary  to  it.  As  this  jtrovince,  where  they  reckon  at  least  thirty 
thousand  families  of  Protestants,  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the  kingdom,  distinguishes 
itself  hy  the  courage  of  its  inhabitants,  they  will  risk  a  grea*^^  deal  if  they  stir  up 
discontents  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  2G,  1780, 
Sir:  At  last  even  the  Morning  Post  of  tlie  18th  of  April  confesses 
that  the  memorial  from  the  Empress  of  Russia  to  the  States-General  has 
dissipated  all  their  golden  dreams  of  an  alliance  with  the  czarina.  It 
was  announced  to  us  last  week  that  a  Russian  squadron  had  left  Cron- 
stadt  to  sail  to  our  assistance — nay,  some  of  the  public  papers  went  so 
far  as  to  announce  their  arrival  at  Plymouth.  Row  sadly  are  we  now 
disappointed.  Instead  of  an  alliance,  we  find  her  czarish  majesty  talks 
of  neutrality,  so  that  at  present  it  is  pretty  clear  that  the  various  powers 
in  Europe  seem  determined  to  stand  off"  and  leave  us  to  our  fate. 

In  some  confused  minutes  of  a  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the 
14th  of  April  it  is  said  that  Lord  Camden  expressed  his  astonishment 
and  regret  at  the  memorial  from  Russia,  in  which,  contrary  to  the 
established  law  of  nations,  the  empress  insisted  upon  free  ships  and 
free  goods.  lie  pointed  out  how  injurious  to  the  country  it  must  be  if 
neutral  vessels  were  i)ermitted  to  supply  our  enemies,  whom  we  might 
blockade,  with  everything  they  might  want,  and  remarked  that  the 
queen  of  the  seas  Avas  now  deposed,  and  the  empress  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  her  throne.  In  another  paper  Lord  Shelburne  is  represented 
remarking  the  very  dangerous  and  alarming  situation  they  stand  in  with 
regard  to  their  wars  and  foreign  alliances: 

Of  the  former  [said  his  lordship]  we  have  three;  of  the  latter,  none;  even  the 
Empress  of  Russia,  that  great  potenate,  who  was  constantly  hold  out  hy  the  noble  lord 
■with  the  green  riband  (Lord  Stormont)  to  be  our  i)rincip.al  ally,  now  shows  to  all 
Europe,  by  her  hate  maritime  manifesto,  what  sort  of  an  ally  she  means  to  be  to  Eng- 
land. The  thought  of  that  manifesto  made  him  shudder  when  he  first  read  it,  par- 
ticularly as  he  knew  how  his  country  stood  in  rcsj  ect  to  other  powers— when  Denmark 
must  follow  wherever  Russia  led,  when  Sweden  was  ready  at  the  nod  of  France. 
Think  of  having  the  wh(de  force  of  the  northern  powers  against  us,  already  engaged 
in  three  wars,  and  stri  ving  all  we  can  to  make  a  fourth  with  onr  old  friends  and  neutral 
allies  the  States-General. 

There  have  appeared  few  other  reflections  as  yet  upon  this  great 
event,  the  Russian  declaration.  Even  the  opposition  seems  afraid  to 
lay  it  open  in  all  its  terrors  to  the  people.  They  repeat  the  word  neu- 
trality, neutrality,  but  it  is  as  decisive  a  determination  against  them  as 
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a  declaration  of  war  would  Lave  been;  perhaps  more  so,  because  now 
there  is  a  probability  that  the  maritime  powers  will  be  unanimous, 
whereas,  in  the  other  case,  they  might  have  been  divided.  It  is  very 
surprising  that  the  i)eace  between  Eussia  and  the  Turk,  and  that  between 
the  Emperor  and  tbe  King  of  Prussia  (in  which  the  Empress  of  Russia 
took  a  part  as  spirited  and  decided  as  she  has  upon  this  occasion,  in  both 
of  which  negotiations  the  British  ministry  ought  to  have  known  that 
Kussia  and  France  acted  in  perfect  concert),  should  not  have  earlier 
dissipate<l  their  golden  visions,  but  so  it  is,  and  so  it  has  been.  England, 
as  Governor  Pownal  says,  can  not  or  will  not  see.  The  improvement  in 
the  law  of  nations  which  the  empress  aims  at,  and  will  undoubtedly 
establish,  is  hurtful  to  Engiaiul,  it  is  true,  to  a  very  great  degree,  but  it 
is  beneficial  to  all  other  nations,  and  to  none  more  than  the  United  States 
of  America  who  will  be  carriers,  and  I  hope  forever  neutrals. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  Franklin. 


Madrid,  April  27,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  7th  instant,  together  with  a  duplicate 
of  that  of  the  22d  February  last,  which  I  have  never  seen,  are  come  to 
hand,  and  give  me  all  that  satisfaction  which  attends  the  removal  of 
apprehensions  of  neglect  from  those  we  regard  and  esteem. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  readiness  with  which  my  bills  were  ac- 
cepted, and  am  happy  to  find  that  the  reports  respecting  the  fate  of 
others  are  as  false  as  they  have  been  injurious.  At  Martinico  the  loan- 
oflice  bills  sold  at  a  considerable  discount,  and,  indeed,  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  sell  them  at  all.  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  set- 
ting them  and  others  right  about  th.at  matter. 

On  my  return  from  Aranjuez,  where  I  propose  to  go  to-morrow,  I 
shall  transmit  the  papers  you  mention,  with  some  others  equally  inter- 
esting. I  can  easily  believe  that  your  difficulties  have  been  great  and 
various.  They  were  often  the  subject  of  conversation  in  America,  and 
I  am  sure  your  friends  as  well  as  country  will  rejoice  in  the  late  impor- 
tant success  of  your  negotiations.  The  French  court,  by  continuing 
steady  and  true  to  the  object  of  their  treaty  with  us,  will  obtain  those 
{sic)  which  induced  them  to  make  it  their  conduct  towards  us  hitherto, 
has,  I  confess,  attached  me  to  the  whole  nation  in  a  degree  that  I  could 
not  have  thought  myself  capable  of  ten  years  ago.  In  my  opinion  Britain 
is  to  be  conquered  in  America,  and  that  it  would  be  more  for  the  inter- 
est of  her  enemies  to  confine  their  offensive  operations  to  that  point 
than  enfeeble  their  eff'orts  by  attention  to  many  lesser  objects.  Let 
America  be  supplied  with  money,  clothes,  and  ammunition,  and  she  will, 
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by  expelliug  her  enemies  ami  establishing  her  independence,  do  more 
essential  injury  to  those  imperious  islanders  than  they  have  sustained 
for  centuries. 

I  have  sent  the  letters  and  packets  I  brought  for  you  from  America 
to  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson, at  Nantes,  byM.  Boutillier,  a  young  gentleman 
of  that  place,  and  have  desired  Mr.  Johnson  to  send  them  to  you  by  the 
first  safe  conveyance. 

What  aids  this  court  may  be  pleased  to  afford  us  is  not  yet  ascer- 
tained. I  hoiie  they  will  be  such  as  may  be  i>roportionate  to  the  com- 
mon interest,  their  dignity,  and  our  wants.  The  minister  I  am  told  is 
able,  and  we  know  the  king  is  honest;  on  this  ground  1  place  much 
dependence,  for  I  can  hardly  suppose  that  either  of  them  will  omit  em- 
bracing this  golden  opportunity  of  acquiring  glory  to  themselves  and 
honor  and  advantage  to  their  nation  by  completing  the  division  and 
ruin  of  the  British  empire,  and  that  by  measures  which  will  in  so  great 
degree  conciliate  the  affections  as  well  as  esteem  of  America. 

Mrs.  Jay  has  enjoyed  more  health  within  this  fortnight  than  she  has 
been  blessed  with  for  three  months  past.  She  presents  her  respects 
to  you,  and  begs  that  your  next  letters  to  me  may  enclose  for  her  one 
of  the  best  piints  of  yourself,  which  we  are  told  have  been  published 
in  France,  but  are  not  yet  to  be  had  here.  I  believe  there  is  no  man 
of  your  age  in  Europe  so  much  a  favorite  with  the  ladies. 
I  am,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

P.  S. — I  have  not  received  letters  to  the  Marquis  d' Yranda,  but  have 
seen  him,  and  given  Mr.  Carmichael  an  order  on  him  for  the  sum  you 
mention. 


Jay  to  De  Neufville  &  Son.* 

Madrid,  Ajyril  27,  1780 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the 
6th  instant,  and  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  congratulations  on  my 
arrival  in  Europe. 

The  letters  you  mention  to  have  written  to  Congress  had  been  re- 
ceived before  I  left  Philadelphia  and  referred  to  a  committee.  This 
mark  of  attention  was  justly  due  to  the  interest  you  take  in  the  Amer- 
ican cause  and  the  disposition  you  manifest  to  serve  it.  I  presume  that 
the  committee  soon  made  a  report,  and  that  answers  to  your  letters 
have  been  written,  although  perhaps  the  many  hazards  to  which  let- 
ters from  America  are  exposed  may  have  prevented  their  reaching  you. 
When  the  rulers  of  your  republic  recollect  in  what  manner  and  on 
what  occasion  they  became  free,  I  am  persuaded  they  can  not  but  wish 

•MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  159. 


APRIL    28,   1780.  G35 

duration  to  our  iiulepenilence,  nor  forbear  considering  it  as  an  event  no 
less  interesting  to  every  commercial  nation  in  Europe  than  important 
to  America.  These  and  similar  considerations,  added  to  the  injustice 
they  daily  experience  from  England,  will,  I  hope,  induce  them  to  call  to 
mind  that  spirit  of  their  forefathers  which  acquired  a  glorious  partici- 
pation in  the  empire  of  the  ocean,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  com- 
merce, afdueuce,  and  consideration  they  transmitted  to  their  posterity. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  consider  your  correspondence 
as  a  favor,  and  that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  April  28,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  news  from  Hamburg  of  the  11th  of  April  is,  that  the  Sieur 
de  Geoss,  the  minister  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  near  the  the  circle  of 
the  Lower  Saxony,  has  communicated  to  the  magistracy  of  that  city  a 
declaration  which  his  sovereign  has  made  to  the  three  courts  at  war 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  navigation  of  neutrals ;  and  we  learn 
that  the  same  notification  has  been  made  to  the  regencies  of  Lubec  and 
Bremen  on  the  i)art  of  this  sovereign,  who,  without  ceasing  to  observe 
a  neutrality  between  the  courts  actually  at  war,  considers  the  liberty  of 
the  seas  as  a  common  good  of  all  nations,  which  different  particulars 
ought  not  to  interrupt. 

The  news  from  Loudon  of  the  18th  of  April  is : 

The  term  of  three  weeks,  as  fixed  for  receiving  an  answer  to  the  answer  of  the  me- 
morial which  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  has  presented  to  their  high  mightinesses  the  States- 
General,  expired  last  Thursday  ;  they  have  published  yesterday  a  declaration  agaiust 
the  United  Provinces,  of  which  here  follows  the  translation  : 

"  The  resolution  taken  at  a  council  held  at  St.  James  on  the  17th  of  April,  1780,  in 
presence  of  his  majesty  :  '  Since  Great  Britain  has  been  brought  involuntarily  into  a 
war  against  Franco  and  Spain,  the  ambassador  of  the  king  to  the  States-General  of 
the  United  Provinces  has  presented  several  memorials  for  demanding  the  succors  stip- 
ulated l>y  the  treaties.  These  representations,  although  repeated  in  the  most  press- 
ing manner  by  the  memorial  of  the  21st  of  March,  has  remained  without  answer,  and 
their  high  mightinesses  have  not  manifested  an  intention  to  oppose  them.  By  delay- 
ing thus  to  fulfill  engagements  the  most  positive  she  deserts  the  alliance  which  has 
subsisted  so  long  between  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  and  the  republic,  and  places 
herself  ou  a  level  with  neutral  powers  which  are  not  connected  with  this  kingdom  by 
any  treaty.  The  principles  of  wisdom  and  equity  prescribe,  by  consequence,  to  the 
king  no  longer  to  consider  the  states  but  in  the  distant  relation  in  which  they  have 
placed  themselves;  and  his  majesty,  having  taken  this  subject  into  consideration, 
has  thought  fit,  by  the  advice  of  his  privy  council,  to  put  in  execution  immediately 
the  measures  which  have  been  formally  annexed  by  the  memorial  of  the  2lst  of  March 
last,  and  which  had  been  previously  suggested  to  the  Count  de  Welderen,  the  envoy 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  of  the  republic,  by  a  verbal  declaration  of  Lord 
Stormont,  one  of  the  secretaries  of  state,  nearly  two  months  before  the  presentation 
of  said  memorial.     For  these  causes  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  declares 
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that  the  subjects  of  the  Uuited  Provinces  shall  henceforward  he  considererl  on  the 
footing  of  neutral  powers  who  are  not  privileged  by  treaties.  His  majesty  suspends 
by  these  presents  conditionally,  and  nntil  further  order,  all  the  particular  stipula- 
tions designed  to  favor  in  time  of  war  the  liberty  of  the  navigation  and  commerce  of 
the  subjects  of  the  States-General,  such  as  they  are  expressed  in  the  different  treaties 
which  subsist  between  his  majesty  and  the  republic,  and  especially  in  the  marine 
treaty  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  rrovinces  at  Loudon  on  the 
1st  day  of  December,  1074. 

"  '  His  majesty,  animated  by  a  sentiment  of  humanity,  and  willing  to  spare  the  in- 
terest of  individuals,  and  not  seeking  their  damage  by  ,an  act  of  surprise,  declares, 
juoreover,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  lliat  the  execution  of  the  present  ordinances 
shall  not  take  place  but  at  the  following  epochs,  to  Avit :  In  the  channel  an<l  in  the 
northern  seas,  twelve  days  after  this  flate;  from  the  channel  and  the  northern  seas 
as  far  as  the  Canary  Islands,  inclusively,  both  on  the  ocean  and  in  the  Mediterranean, 
the  term  shall  be  six  weeks,  reckoning  from  the  date  of  these  presents  ;  it  shall  be  of 
three  months  from  the  Canary  Islands  to  the  equinoctial  line  or  the  equator ;  and, 
finally,  of  six  months  to  the  parts  situated  beyond  the  equator,  and  in  general  in  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  world  without  exception,  and  without  any  more  particular  de- 
termination of  time  or  place.'  " 

Hague,  April  '24. — The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  province  of  Groningeu,  con- 
firmed by  the  approbation  of  the  states  of  tiie  same  jjrovince,  has  been  presented  to 
the  assembly  of  their  high  mightiuesse-i.      Here  follow  the  contents: 

Noble  ant*  Mighty  Lords  :  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  your  noble 
mightinesses  of  the  lilst  of  March  last,  in  consequence  of  which  was  ]»resented  into 
the  hands  of  the  committee  of  your  noble  mightinesses  the  report  xtresented  the  17tli 
of  February  by  the  deputies  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  their  assembly,  who  had 
examined  that  which  passed  between  Commodore  Bybind  and  the  English  Commo- 
dore Fielding,  after  the  relation  sent  the  Sth  of  January  by  the  Count  de  Welderen 
to  Secretary  Fagle,  and  after  having  heard  and  collected  upon  this  subject  the  opin- 
ions of  the  committees  present  of  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty  respectively,  purport- 
ing, among  other  things,  that  for  the  future  all  merchandises  Avhich  the  treaties  do 
not  positively  declare  to  bo  contraband  ought,  without  any  exception,  to  bo  under 
the  convoy  and  protection  of  the  State,  the  committees  have  the  honor  to  report  to 
your  noble  mightinesses  tliat — 

"From  the  commencement  of  the  present  troubles  this  st.ate  has  not  only  done  all 
that  which  his  Britannic  majesty,  grounding  himself  upon  the  law  and  tlu'  treaties, 
could  require  of  the  republic,  but  at  the  same  time  has  relinquished  some  of  the  pre- 
rogatives which  incontesta  bly  belonged  to  it ;  that,  instead  of  experiencing  on  the 
part  of  England  the  reciprocation  of  a  treatment  thus  friendly,  the  republichas  seen 
itself  cruelly  undeceived  ;  as  a  great  number  of  ships  belonging  to  its  inhabitants  have 
been  seized  by  the  privateers,  and  even  by  the  men-of-war  of  the  King  of  England  ; 
ships  with  their  cargoes,  or  at  least  one  of  them,  declared  lawful  prize;  A'iolence 
Laving  even  been  employed  on  many  occasions  against  our  crews,  without  our  having 
been  able  to  obtain  the  least  indenniification  or  satisfaction  for  such  grievances,  not- 
withstanding all  the  repeated  complaints  and  representations  to  that  effect;  that 
the  expedition  of  Commodore  Fielding  appeared  to  have  been  made  in  conformity  to 
positive  orders ;  that  therebj'^  the  flags  of  the  states  had  been  notoriously  insulted, 
and  the  ships  under  the  convoy  of  Commodore  Byland  h.ad  been  not  only  carried  into 
England,  but  had  been  also  thtre  detained,  although  it  appeared  that  their  loading 
did  not  consist  in  contraband  goods;  that  this  condescension  to  wliicli  the  republic 
was  by  no  means  obliged,  had  only  had  disagreeable  and  dangerous  consequences, 
both  with  regard  to  Great  Britain  and  other  powers,  as  is  proved  by  the  considera- 
tions drawn  up  by  the  colleges  of  the  admiralty  respectively.  The  committees  of 
your  noble  mightinesses  would  be,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  from  this  time  forward 
and  for  the  future  we  ought  to  take  under  convoy  and  the  protection  of  the  state  all 
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he  niercbaiulises  which  the  treaties  rlechiio  uot  to  be  coutraband,  and  that  they  be 
so  effectually  protected  that  we  may  have  no  further  room  to  fear  for  the  fulure  that 
the  k-ast  iusiilt  will  bo  committed  against  the  Hag  of  the  states,  and  that,  iu  one  word, 
as  to  what  remains  we  ought,  conformably  to  the  treaties  subsisting,  to  observe  an 
exact  neutrality." 

The  state  of  Grouingeu  has  entirely  cuiiformed  to  the  foregoing  re- 
port. 

SECOND    REPORT    PRESENTED    EY   THE    SAME    PROVINCE. 

Noble  and  Mighty  Lords  :  The  committees  of  your  uoble  mightinesses,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  November  and  the  2d  of  December  of  the 
last  year,  as  well  as  of  the  2:{d  of  March  last,  after  an  examination  of  the  three 
memoirs  presented  by  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  ambassador  extraordinary  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  on  the  22d  of  July  and  the  26th  of  November,  1779,  and  on  the  20th  of  March 
last,  to  their  high  mightinesses,  demanding  by  the  first  the  succors  stipulated  by  the 
treaty  of  1674  ;  insisting  in  the  second  on  a  categorical  answer;  and  linally  complain- 
ing, iu  the  last,  of  the  combat  hekl  by  Commodore  Byland,  ou  occasion  of  what  passed 
with  Commodore  Fielding,  adding  thereto,  instances  to  the  end  to  obtain  before 

the  expiration  of  three  weeks  a  satisfactory  answer  concerning  the  succors  demanded, 
since  otherwise  his  majesty  would  regard  this  republic  ou  the  footing  of  neutral  pow- 
ers no  ways  favored  by  treaties,  and  would  conditionally  suspend  all  the  treaties,  and 
IKirticularly  that  of  1674,  and  would  treat  the  republic  according  to  the  ordinary  law 
of  nations;  after  having  also  examined  several  letters  and  other  pieces  annexed,  suc- 
cessively transmitted  by  the  Count  de  Welderen,  envoy  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary of  their  high  mightinesses  to  his  Britannic  majesty,  they  have  the  honor  to 
report  to  your  noble  mightinesses  that,  after  having  maturely  reflected  upon  what 
relates  to  the  points  in  question,  their  advice  will  be  that,  inanswer  to  the  said  three 
memorials  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke,  ambassador  extraordinary,  it  ought  to  be  replied  that 
their  high  mightinesses  during  the  troubles  subsisting,  which  undoubtedly  drew  their 
origin  from  America,  and  from  thence  by  an  ulterior  extension  of  the  war  have  spread 
themselves  in  Europe,  have,  by  observing  an  exact  neutrality,  giving  to  his  Britannic 
majesty  the  most  unfeigned  proofs  of  their  attachment  and  of  their  atfection,  even 
beyond  their  obligations,  by  a  condescension  to  which  they  were  by  no  means 
obliged  towards  England,  but  the  conseriuences  of  which  have  been,  besides  the 
prejudice  thereby  occasioned  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  this  country,  that 
there  has  arisen  a  marked  dissatisfaction,  although  by  no  means  provoked,  of  the 
belligerent  powers;  and,  in  particular,  the  preparations  made  at  the  same  time  by 
land  could  not  but  excite  the  most  serious  attention  of  their  high  mightinesses,  to  the 
end  that  they  might,  without  interruption,  not  deprive  themselves  of  the  means  in- 
dispensably necessary  both  for  their  own  preservation  and  defense  by  granting  the 
succors  demanded;  that  they  ought  rather  to  think  of  demanding  themselves,  iu 
consequence  of  the  aforementioned  treaties,  the  succors  which  would  bo  so  necessary 
to  them  upon  the  least  apprehension  of  the  continuance  of  the  same  preparations. 
That  their  high  mightinesses,  founded  upon  good  reasons,  as  well  as  upon  the  favor- 
able declarations  of  his  majesty  so  often  reiterated,  ought  to  have  expected  a  recipro- 
cal affection  and  a  friendly  treatment  towards  the  republic,  at  least  that  he  would 
not  have  disputed  a  right  stipulated  clearly  by  the  most  solemn  treaties,  and  of 
which,  so  soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  1674,  even  before  the  war  was 
entirely  finished,  the  subjects  of  his  majesty,  to  the  detriment  of  this  country,  make 
so  free  a  use. 

Their  high  mightinesses,  penetrated  with  the  most  lively  grief,  have  nevertheless 
perceived  that,  so  far  from  their  good  intentions  and  proceedings  having  operated  to 
any  happy  effect,  it  has  happened,  on  the  contrary,  that  several  acts,  diametrically 
opposed  to  justice,  have  been  authorized  and  executed  by  connivance,  under  the 
illusory  pretext  of  opposition  even  to  the  same  connivance,  and  this  iu  spite  of  uiul- 
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tiplied  efforts  employed  by  tbe  republic  to  obviate  sucb  abuses;  that,  moreover,  tbe 
rencounter  between  Commodore  Fielding  and  Commodore  Byland  is  of  a  nature  that, 
according  to  the  law  of  nations  (the  flag  of  a  sovereign  power  being,  in  fact,  every- 
where sacred),  the  declaration  made  by  the  Connt  de  ByUmd,  an  officer  commanding 
in  chief  a  squadron  in  the  name  of  the  republic  whereof  he  is  subject,  ought  to  have 
been  regarded  as  authentic,  and  to  have  stopped  at  once  all  suspicious,  and  destroyed 
the  intelligence  falsely  given;  from  whence  it  foUows  that  the  said  Coumiodore 
Byland  has  not  undertaken  anything  but  for  the  maintenance  and  protection  of  the 
honor  aud  respect  due  to  the  flag  of  the  state,  while  the  seizure  and  detention  of  the 
ships  are  equally  a  part  of  those  objects  concerning  which  their  high  mightinesses 
ought  also  to  demand  a  satisfaction  convenient  to  his  majesty,  as  well  as  a  declara- 
tion unequivocal  for  the  time  to  come  ;  adding,  at  the  same  time,  that,  after  a  mature 
consideration  upon  the  situation  in  which  the  Republic  is  at  present,  their  high 
mightinesses  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  succors  demanded  by  his  Britannic 
majesty. 

Tlie  States  of  the  province  of  Grouiiigeu  have  conformed  themselves 
to  the  report  before  mentioned. 

IIoijHC,  April  22.— We  learn  that  the  province  of  Gueldres  has  determined  to  grant 
unlimited  convoys,  and  at  the  same  time  to  refuse  the  succors  demanded  by  Great 
Britain,  by  means  of  which  the  seven  United  Provinces  are  actually  of  one  unani- 
mous sentiment  upon  this  object. 

Hague,  April  23.— We  learn  that  the  deputies  of  the  province  of  Hollaud  have 
already  been  instructed  to  carry  to  the  assembly  of  the  States-General  the  opinion  of 
their  high  constituents  concerning  the  invitation  which  the  Prince  de  Gailitzin, 
envoy  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  has  made,  in  the  name  of  her  majesty,  to  their  high 
mightinesses,  to  protect  in  concert  the  navigation  of  the  neuters;  aud  that  this  opin- 
ion, announced  in  a  res  )lution  of  the  state  of  the  province,  bearing  date  the  13th  of 
April,  tends  to  accept  the  invitation  in  terms  full  of  attachment  and  gratitude,  de- 
claring "that  their  high  mightinesses  regard  the  communication  which  has  been 
made  to  them  as  a  signal  token  of  the  benevolence  of  her  majesty  towards  the  re- 
public ;  that  they  honor  it,  and  believe  it  to  be  their  duty  to  answer  it  with  sincerity 
and  cordiality  ;  that  they  consider  it  also  as  a  new  proof  of  the  magnanimity  aud  the 
justice  of  her  majesty,  which  are  universally  acknowledged— both  the  end  which  she 
proposes  and  the  measures  she  has  projected  to  maintain  in  the  present  war  a  neu- 
trality the  most  rigorous  between  the  belligerent  powers,  aud  for  protecting  not  only 
the  honor  of  the  Ruosian  flag  and  the  safety  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  her 
subjects,  in  not  permitting  that  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  should  strike  at  it,  but 
also  by  establishing  by  her  cares  the  liberties  aud  repose  of  Europe  upon  foundations 
the  most  solid,  of  equity,  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  treaties  subsisting,  and  to  give 
validity  to  an  equitable  system  of  navigation  and  of  commerce  in  favor  of  the  neutral 
powers;  that  their  high  mightinesses,  desiring  to  observe  with  her  Imperial  majesty 
in  the  present  war  a  scrupulous  neutrality,  have  but  too  much  experienced  the  losses 
to  which  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  neutral  nations  are  exposed  by  the  uncer- 
tain and  fluctuating  ideas  of  the  belligerent  powers  with  regard  to  the  rights  of 
neuters,  in  proportion  as  they  are  guided  by  their  private  interest  and  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war ;  that  their  high  mightinesses  judge,  with  her  Imperial  majesty,  that 
it  is  of  the  last  necessity  that  this  law  should  be  fixed  upon  solid  principles,  and 
maintained  in  concert  by  the  neutral  maritime  powers;  that,  for  what  coucerus  the 
determination  of  the  said  right,  their  high  mightinesses  conform  themselves  entirely 
to  the  five  points  contained  in  the  declaration  which  her  majesty  has  made  to  the 
courts  of  Versailles,  Madrid,  and  London  ;  that,  after  her  example,  they  are  ready  to 
transmit  parallel  to  the  belligerent  powers,  and  that  they  are  very  much  dis- 

posed to  enter  into  conferences  with  her  majesty  aud  the  other  neutral  powers  upon 
the  measures  by  which  the  liberty  of  navigation  aud  commerce  may  be  maintained 
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in  concert  in  a  manner  the  most  efficacious,  both  for  the  futnre  and  for  the  present, 
observing  at  the  same  time  an  exact  neutrality  amouor  the  belligerent  powers." 

Tho  same  opinion  tends  also  to  cause  to  be  transmitted  the  copy  of  such  a  resolu- 
tion not  only  to  the  Prince  de  Gallitzin,  envoy  of  her  majesty  to  the  republic,  but 
also  to  M.  de  Swart,  resident  of  their  high  mightinesses  at  Petersburgh,  and  to  their 
ministers  at  the  courts  of  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  and  Lisbon,  and  with  orders  to 
these  last  to  second,  as  far  as  possible,  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  Russia,  and  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  ministers  of  her  Imperial  majesty,  etc. 

Congress  will  be  able  to  draw  just  iufereuces  from  these  important 
papers  of  state. 

The  principle  which  the  English  contend  for  has  no  other  foundation 
but  the  insular  situation  of  Great  Britain  and  the  convenience  of  that 
nation.  The  principle  which  the  neutral  powers  are  contending  for  is 
evidently  laid  in  the  common  good  of  nations,  in  the  ease,  safety,  con- 
venience, happiness,  and  prosperty  of  mankind  in  general.  But  we 
shall  see  whether  obstinacy  and  fierce  passions  will  at  length  give  way 
in  one  instance.  At  present  there  is  no  appearance  of  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  see  no  way  for  the  English  to  escape  a  war  with  Holland  and 
Eussia,  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  perhaps  Portugal,  unless  they  should 
be  interrupted  in  their  career  by  a  war  with  one  another  at  home. 

When,  where,  or  in  what  manner  we  shall  see  the  unraveling  of  the 
vast  ])lot  which  is  acting  in  the  world  is  known  only  to  Providence. 
Although  my  mind  has  been  full  twenty  years  preparing  to  expect  great 
scenes,  yet  I  confess  the  wonders  of  this  revolution  exceed  all  that  I 
ever  foresaw  or  imagined.  That  our  country,  so  young  as  it  is,  so  hum- 
ble as  it  is,  thinking  but  lately  so  meanly  of  itself,  should  thus  interest 
the  passions,  as  well  as  employ  the  reason,  of  all  mankind  in  its  favor, 
and  etfect,  iu  so  short  a  space  of  time,  not  only  thirteen  revolutions  of 
government  at  home,  but  so  completely  accomplish  a  revolution  in  the 
system  of  Europe  and  in  the  sentiments  of  every  nation  iu  it,  is  what 
no  human  wisdom,  perhaps,  could  foresee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Rush  to  J.  Adams.* 

Philadelphia,  April  28,  1780. 
Our  affairs  wear  their  usual  checkered  asi)ect.  Our  governments 
are  daily  acquiring  new  strength.  Our  army,  which  I  saw  a  few  weeks 
ago  at  Morristown,  has  improved  greatly  in  discipline  since  our  former 
correspondence,  in  economy  and  healthiness.  The  nuuiber  of  our  sol- 
diers is  small,  occasioned  not  by  a  decay  of  military  or  whiggish  spirit 
among  us,  but  by  the  want  of  money  to  purchase  recruits.  The  new 
scheme  of  Congress  for  calling  in  the  circulating  money  at  forty  for 
one  will,  I  believe,  be  adopted,  with  some  alterations  by  the  States. 

"7  J.  Adams'  Works,  214. 
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This  will,  wo  hope,  restore  to  our  coiiii.sels  and  arms  the  vigor  of  1775. 
The  French  alliance  is  not  less  dear  to  the  true  whigs  than  inde- 
pendence itself.  The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has  made  even  the  tories 
forget  iu  some  degree,  iu  his  liberality  and  politeness,  the  mischianzas* 
of  their  British  friends.  M.  Gerard  is  still  dear  to  the  faithful  citizens 
of  America.     We  call  him  the  "  republican  minister." 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Coiigress.t 

Paris,  Ajml  29,  1780. 

Sir:  Walsingham  sailed  from  St.  Ilelens  the  8th  with  the  Thun- 
derer, the  Kainilies,  the  BerivicJc,  and  the  Egmont,  of  seventy-four  guns; 
the  IScarboroH(/h,  of  twenty ;  and  the  lire  ships,  the  Blast  and  the  Sala- 
mandar;  only  four  ships  of  the  line.  On  the  11th  Admiral  Graves  fol- 
lowed him  with  the  London,  oi  ninety-eight  guns;  the  Bedford,  the 
Shrewsbury,  the  Boyal  Oak,  of  seventy-four ;  the  Prudent  and  the 
Awimcft,  of  sixty-four;  and  the  A^nphitrite,  of  twenty-four ;  these,  with 
the  four  of  Admiral  Kodney,  make  fourteen  ships  of  the  line.  Admiral 
Parker,  it  is  said,  has  not  more  than  nine  lit  for  service,  which  will 
make  twenty  three,  supposing  that  Graves  has  the  same  destination. 
Many  people,  however,  believe  he  is  going  to  Canada,  in  order  to  be 
beforehand  of  the  fleet  of  Brest,  which  the  English  suppose  has  designs 
upon  that  province.  My  intelligence  from  London  is,  however,  that 
Graves  is  intended  for  the  North  American  station,  perhaps  New  York 
or  Georgia.  But  the  orders  to  Graves  were  so  suddenly  determined  on 
and  given,  that  there  has  not  yet  been  time  to  discover  with  certainty 
his  destination. 

The  accounts  are  that  Walsingham  returned,  on  account  of  contrary 
winds,  with  his  numerous  fleet  of  merchant  ships  to  Plymouth;  that 
he  sailed  again  on  the  loth,  and  after  sailing  twenty  leagues  with  a 
good  wind  he  returned  a  second  time,  imagining  that  he  saw  a  French 
fleet  of  men-of-war.  The  winds  have  been  generally  contrary  since, 
and  we  have  not  yet  a  certain  account  of  his  sailing  a  third  time. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

PARIS,  April  29,  1780. 
Sir:  The  principal  officers  named  for  the  command  of  the  English 
fleet  in  the  English  channel  are  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  admiral  of  the 
white,  commander-in  chief ;  Vice-Admiral,  Admiral  Barrington,  of  the 


*An  allusiou  to  the  entertainment  under  thcat  name  given  in  Philadelphia  in  honor 
of  General  Howe. — Note  to  7  J.  Adams'  Works. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  27. 
\IUd.,  28. 
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blue,  second;  Vice- Admiral  Darby,  of  the  blue,  third;  aud  Rear- Ad- 
miral Digby,  of  the  blue,  fourth. 

The  next  day  after  the  departure  of  the  fleet  of  Commodore  Walsiog- 
ham,  the  London,  of  ninety-eight  guns,  commanded  by  Admiral  Graves; 
tlie  Shrewshunj,  the  Royal  Oak,  of  seventy- four ;  the  America,  the  Prudent, 
of  sixty-four;  aud  tlie  Amphitrite,  of  twenty- four,  having  set  sail  from 
St.  Helens,  and  the  Resolution;  as  well  as  the  Invincible,  of  seventy-four, 
intended  as  part  of  the  squadron — the  crews  of  the  two  last  vessels 
refused  to  sail  until  they  should  be  paid  their  wages,  and  have  received 
their  shares  of  the  prize  of  the  Frotee.  The  11th  of  the  month  the 
Resolution,  Commodore  Ogle,  set  sail  to  join  Admiral  Graves,  the  crew 
having  at  length  consented  to  serve,  when  they  saw  their  ship  sur- 
rounded by  other  vessels,  ready  to  fire  upon  her  by  order  of  Lord  Long- 
ford. The  crew  of  the  Invincible  had  more  obstinacy,  and  Admiral 
Pye  was  forced  to  send  on  board  the  Captains  Balfour,  Duncan,  Holt, 
and  Barkner  to  persuade  them  to  return  to  their  duty.  These  officers 
called  up  upon  deck  the  mutinous  sailors,  whom  they  harangued,  and 
to  whom  they  represented  that  the  act  of  Parliament  to  regulate  the 
payment  of  wages  on  board  the  men-of-war  did  not  authorize  them  to 
require  more  than  one  month's  advance.  They  did  not,  however,  sub- 
mit, and  the  captains  having  observed,  that  among  them  there  were, 
above  all,  four  more  remarkably  obstinate,  sent  them  to  the  admiral, 
who  put  them  in  irons.  The  next  day  the  admiral  ordered  Captain 
Faulkner  to  tell  his  people  that  if  they  would  submit  he  would  restore 
the  four  men  whom  they  had  arrested.  This  proposition  was  not  listened 
to,  and  it  was  not  until  the  lith  that  Rear- Admiral  Graves  set  sail  from 
St.  Helens  without  this  last  vessel. 

The  admiralty  has  sent  orders  to  Portsmouth  for  a  court-martial  upon 
the  most  mutinous  of  the  crew  of  the  Invincible,  and  it  is  expected  that, 
as  examples,  some  of  them  must  lose  their  lives. 

I  have  before  informed  Congress  of  a  resolution  of  the  county  of  York 
against  the  American  war.  This  has  been  since  repeated  by  the  free- 
holders of  the  county  of  Surrey,  at  a  meeting  held  at  Epsom  the  14th 
of  April.  Mr.  Nicholls,  in  an  able  speech,  proposed  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  unanimously  adopted : 

That  the  American  war,  originatiug  from  the  corrupt  iafluence  of  the  crown  and 
the  ill-founded  assertions  of  the  king's  ministers  in  Parliament,  is  the  cause  of  the 
present  calamitous  situation  of  this  couutry. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted.  He  then  recommended  a 
second  resolution,  similar  to  that  of  the  freeholders  of  Yorkshire,  con- 
demning the  continuance  of  offensive  operations  in  America,  which  was 
likewise  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Budgen  then  moved  a  third  resolution,  for  thanking  those  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  who  had  uniformly  reprobated  the  American  war, 
which  was  likewise  carried  without  opposition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams, 
wh— vol  iii 11 
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p.  S.— Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  fouud  a  resolution  of  the 
county  of  Hertford  of  the  17th  of  April: 

Besolvcd  unavlmoiisly,  That  the  opiuiou  of  the  present  assembly  is,  that  a  war 
agaiust  North  America  is  evideutly  a  measure  which,  by  obliging  us  to  carry  all  our 
forces  to  that  quarter,  puts  us  out  of  a  couditiou  to  resist  with  vigor,  as  we  might 
otherwise  do,  the  united  efforts  of  France  aud  Spaiu,  while  the  said  war  produces  uo 
other  effect  upou  the  Americans  thau  to  add  to  the  enmity  which  has  but  too  long 
subsisted  between  us;  an  enmity  of  which  we  have  felt  the  fatal  elfects,  and  which, 
by  putting  au  obstacle  to  our  uuiou,  threatens  Euglaud  with  a  ruiu  as  complete  as  it 
is  inevitable. 


J.  Adams  to  Genet.* 

PARIS,  Ajrril  29,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  Do  you  think  it  worth  while  to  work  into  your  next  arti- 
cle from  London  the  following  observations  of  Lord  Bolingbroke  ? 

The  precise  point  at  which  the  scales  of  power  turn,  like  that  of  the  solstice  in 
either  tropic,  is  imperceptible  to  common  observation;  and,  in  one  case  as  in  the 
other,  some  progress  must  be  made  in  the  new  direction  before  the  change  is  per- 
ceived. They  who  are  in  the  sinking  scale— for  in  the  political  balance  of  power,  un- 
like to  all  others,  the  scale  that  is  empty  sinks,  and  that  which  is  full  rises— they  who 
are  in  the  sinking  scale  do  not  easily  come  off  from  tlie  habitual  prejudices  of  sui)e- 
rior  wealth,  or  power,  or  skill,  or  courage,  nor  from  the  confidence  that  these  preju- 
dices inspire.  They  who  are  in  the  rising  scale  do  not  immediately  feel  their  streugf  h, 
nor  assume  that  confidence  in  it  which  successful  experience  gives  them  afterwards. 
They  who  are  the  most  concerned  to  watch  the  variations  of  this  balance  misjudge 
often  in  the  same  manner  and  from  the  same  prejudices.  They  continue  to  dread  a 
power  no  longer  able  to  hurt  them,  or  they  continue  to  have  no  apprehensions  of  a 
power  that  grows  daily  more  formidable.  Spain  verified  the  first  observation  when, 
proud  and  poor  aud  enterprising  aud  feeble,  she  still  thought  herself  a  match  for 
France.  France  verified  the  second  observation  wlieu  the  triple  alliance  stopped 
the  progress  of  her  arms,  which  alliances  much  more  considerable  were  not  able  to 
effect  afterwards.  The  other  principal  powers  of  Europe  in  their  turns  have  verified 
the  third  observation  in  both  its  j)arts.  t 

These  observations  were  never  more  remarkably  verified  than  in  these 
times.  The  English,  proud  and  poor  and  enterprising  and  feeble,  still 
think  themselves  a  match  for  France  and  Spaiu  and  America,  if  not 
for  all  the  world  ;  but  this  delirium  can  not  last  long. 

France  and  Spain  and  Holland  continue  to  dread  a  power  no  longer 
able  to  hurt  them,  but  this  will  be  over  as  soon. 

England  continues  to  have  small  apprehensions  of  powers  that  grow 
daily  more  formidable;  but  these  apprehensions  will  increase  every 
day.  Your  correspondent  from  London  or  Antwerp,  among  his  lamen- 
tations over  the  blindness  and  obstinacy  and  madness  of  the  ministry, 
may  introduce  these  observations  with  propriety  enough.  The  balance 
of  i)0wer  was  never,  perhaps,  siiifted  in  so  remarkable  a  manner  and  in 
so  short  a  space  of  time.  If  the  minds  of  the  French  and  Spaniards 
had  grown  in  confidence  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of  their  jjower,  and 


7  J.  Adams'  Works,  155.  t  Sketch  of  the  History  and  State  of  Europe. 
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if  the  coufidence  of  tlie  English  had  decreased  in  proportion  to  the 
diminution  of  theirs,  it  woukl  have  been  all  over  ^Yith  England  before 
now.  You  know  very  well  that  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  the  most  eloquent 
writer  that  England  ever  produced.  His  political  writings  i^articularly 
are  more  admired  than  any  in  that  language.  His  name  and  authority, 
added  to  the  obvious  truth  of  these  observations  and  their  apposite  ap- 
plication to  the  present  times,  will  make  an  impression  upon  many  minds 
in  all  the  nations  at  war.  If  you  think  so,  and  that  it  will  increase  the 
spirit  of  our  friends  and  diminish  the  insolence  of  our  enemies,  as  it 
ought,  you  will  make  use  of  it  in  your  own  excellent  manner ;  if  not, 
burn  it. 

Your  friend,  .     . 

John  Adams. 


Luzerne  to  Washington.* 

[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  April  29,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  received,  with  all  the  gratitude  possible,  the  news 
which  your  excellency  has  been  jjleased  to  give  me  of  Don  Juau.t  I 
begin  to  flatter  myself  tbat  the  cares  he  has  received  from  you  and 
from  all  those  who  surround  him  will  re-establish  him. 

I  can  not  sufiiciently  express  to  you,  sir,  my  sentiments  in  this  re- 
spect, and  for  the  kindnesses,  without  number,  which  you  have  heaped 
upon  me  during  the  time  jjassed  with  you.  I  shall  render  an  account 
to  my  court  of  all  that  I  saw  at  the  army  5  of  the  good  order  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  troops ;  of  the  zeal  and  talents  of  the  officers;  of  the 
good  disposition  reigning  among  them ;  as  well  as  of  the  respect  and 
public  confidence  in  the  commander-in-chief.  These  circumstances 
united  form  an  augury  the  most  favorable  for  the  enterprises  which 
your  army  may  be  in  condition  to  undertake,  when  it  sball  be  com- 
pleted, in  consequence  of  the  measures  that  have  been  just  taken.  I 
am  certain,  beforehand,  that  his  majesty  will  take  a  true  satisfaction 
in  learning  details  so  interesting  to  a  i)ower  so  dear  to  him. 

I  dare  supplicate  your  excellency  to  receive  anew  the  assurances  of 
the  sentiments  of  veneration  and  respect  with  which  you  have  in- 
spired me,  and  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  humble 
and  most  obedient  servant, 

Luzerne. 

P.  S. — Permit  me  to  seize  this  occasion  to  pray  you  to  present  the 
homage  of  my  respect  to  Mrs.  Washington. 

*  2  Sparks'  Letters  to  Washington,  442. 

t  Don  Jnau  He  Mirall<3s,  an  unofficial  ayent  of  the  court  of  Spain,  who  had  resided 
for  some  time  at  Pliiladelphia.  lie  died  the  day  before  the  date  of  the  above  letter 
at  Washington's  headquarters.  See  Washington's  Writings,  vol.  6,  pp.  186,  476; 
vol.  7,  p.  27.— Spakks. 
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Digges  to  J.Adams.* 
[Extract.] 

Wandsworth,  May  2,  1780. 

General  Conway's  motion  relative  to  America  was  put  oft  to-day  for 
some  future  period.  Hartley's  stands  for  Friday,  the  substance  of  which 
you  will  have  iu  the  General  Advertiser  of  the  1st  of  May.  Some  dev- 
iltry has  got  into  Conway's  head,  for  he  seems  to  think  there  is  yet  a 
door  open  for  peace  with  America  short  of  independence,  than  which 
nothing-  can  be  so  fallacious  and  absurd.  How  he  can  imbibe  such  no- 
tions I  can  not  think ;  but  I  am  told  he  is  much  in  the  circle  of  a  Scotch 
acquaintance,  and  sometimes  talks  to  refugees,  such  as  Mr.  Galloway, 
Allen,  etc.  I  can  not  account  for  it  otherwise  than  that  he  is  looking 
up  to  the  command  of  the  army. 

I  should  be  glad,  when  you  see  and  read  the  debates  upon  those  mo- 
tions, to  know  what  you  think  thereof. 

I  am,  on  all  occasions,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  RussELL.f 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.t 

Paris,  May  2,  1780. 
Sir:  On  the  10th  of  April  the  Due  de  Vauguyon,  ambassador  of  his 
most  Christian  majesty  to  the  States-General,  presented  a  memorial  to 
their  high  mightinesses,  announcing  the  abolition  of  the  duty  of  15  per 
cent.,  to  which  the  greatest  part  of  Dutch  merchandises  had  been  sub- 
ject on  their  entering  into  France,  as  well  as  the  resolution  of  the  coun- 
cil of  state  taken  upon  this  subject.  The  following  are  the  contents  of 
the  memoir  and  the  resolution  : 

High  and  Mighty  Lords  :  The  political  system  of  the  king  is  essentially  founded 
upon  the  invariable  principles  of  justice  and  moderation.  His  majesty  has  given  the 
most  unequivocal  proofs  of  it  from  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  which  have  arisen 
between  him  and  the  King  of  England,  in  pre-engaging  all  the  neutral  powers  by  the 
display  of  a  disposition  the  most  favorable  to  their  prosperity,  and  by  proposing  to 
them  no  other  conditions  than  those  of  the  most  absolute  impartiality.  His  majesty 
saw  himself,  with  the  most  sincere  regret,  obliged  not  to  acknowledge  this  character 
in  the  resolution  of  the  States-General  of  the  19th  of  November,  1778,  by  which  your 
high  mightinesses  suspended  the  effects  of  your  protection  relative  to  one  branch  of 
commerce,  the  liberty  of  which  was  assured  to  j^ou  by  the  public  laws  of  equity  and 
the  most  precise  stipulations  of  treaties.  The  king  then  instructed  me  to  announce 
to  your  high  mightinesses  that,  if  you  determined  thus  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  one 
part  of  your  rights  to  his  enemies,  his  majesty  could  not  preserve  to  your  subjects  the 
advantages  conditionally  promised  by  his  last  regulation,  nor  the  ancient  favors 
which  their  commerce  enjoyed  in  his  states,  and  which  are  not  the  result  of  any 
treatj,  but  of  a  hereditary  benevolence  and  affection.     Your  high  mightinesses  as- 

*  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  1.58. 

t  One  of  the  names  assumed  by  Digges. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  30. 
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snred  his  majesty  with  earnestness  that  you  were  decided  to  observe  the  most  exact 
neutrality  during  the  continuance  of  tlie  troubles  between  France  and  England.  But 
if  you  announced  that  the  act  which  suspended  the  effects  of  the  eti6cacious  protec- 
tion of  the  republic  in  favor  of  ships  loaded  with  ship  timber  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
in  force  until  it  should  be  afterwards  coufiruied,  you  declared  at  the  same  time  that 
all  discussion  upon  this  matter  ought  to  be  suspended  until  after  the  deliberations 
which  wei'e  to  ascertain  the  convoys. 

His  majesty,  not  perceiving  in  this  new  disposition  any  real  alteration  of  intention, 
thought  that  he  could  not  avoid  setting  bounds  to  the  advantages  granted  in  the  dif- 
ferent pai-ts  of  his  kingdom  to  the  Dutch  commerce,  whilst  your  high  mightinesses 
continued  to  suspend,  in  favor  of  the  enemies  of  his  crown,  the  exercise  of  the  rights 
the  most  solidly  established  ;  but  he  was  pleased  to  preserve  them  to  the  different 
members  of  the  republic  in  proportion  as  they  adopted  a  system  which,  at  the  same 
time  that  it  is  conformable  to  his  views,  is  essentially  just.     He  has  applauded  the 
remonstrances  of  your  high  mightinesses  to  the  court  of  London  and  the  efforts  which 
yon  have  made  to  recover  the  means  of  restoring  to  the  flag  of  the  United  Provinces 
its  ancient  consideration,  as  well  as  the  positive  order  which  you  have  given  to  a 
squadron  to  hold  itself  ready  to  convoy  and  protect  all  vessels  loaded  with  objects  not 
comprehended  among  merchandises  of  contraband  from  the  time  that  unlimited  con- 
voys should  be  resolved  on,  and  he  has  constantly  desired  that  your  high  mighti- 
nesses would  cease  to  lay  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  testimonies  of  his  affection,  by 
attaching  yourselves  entirely  to  the  fundameutal  principles  of  your  interest,  informed 
of  your  definitive  intentions  in  this  regard,  and  assured  of  the  explanation  which  your 
high  mightinesses  are  determined  to  make  of  their  neutrality  by  granting  an  effica- 
cious and  indefinite  protection  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  your  subjects.     His 
majesty  has  heard  with  pleasure  the  several  representations  which  several  members 
of  the  union,  and  especially  the  prince  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  republic,  have  made 
to  him  relative  to  the  restraints  which  the  commerce  of  different  provinces  experi- 
ences in  the  ports  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  his  majesty  has  ordered  me  to  declare  to  your 
high  mightinesses  that  he  has  revoked,  by  a  decree  of  his  council  of  the  226.  of  April, 
1780,  an  authentic  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present,  those  of  the  14th  of 
January,  the  27th  of  April,  the  .5th  of  June,  and  the  18th  of  September,  1779;  but  he 
would  not  confine  himself  to  re-establish  thus  the  subjects  of  your  high  mightinesses 
in  the  enjoyment  of  favors  which  they  experienced  before  the  publication  of  those 
new  laws,  in  all  the  advantages  conditionally  promised  by  his  regulations  concern- 
ing the  commerce  and  navigation  of  neuters  ;  he  wonld  give  them  a  signal  proof  of 
his  benevolence  ;  and  he  orders  me  to  declare  to  your  high  mightinesses  that  he  has 
ordered  the  return  of  all  the  sums  received  by  the  overseers  of  his  farms  iu  virtue  of 
the  said  decrees.     He  flatters  himself  that  testimonies  so  important  of  his  affection 
will  convince  your  high  mightinesses  not  only  that  he  takes  an  interest  the  most  sin- 
cere in  the  prosperity  of  the  United  Provinces,  but  also  that  justice,  moderation,  and 
beneficence  form  the  essential  and  invariable  basis  of  his  conduct  and  of  his  pro- 
ceedings. 

Decree  of  the  king's  council  of  state  of  the  22d  of  April,  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  memorial : 

The  king,  being  informed  of  the  dispositions  made  by  the  States-General  of  the 
United  Provinces  for  complying  with  the  reciprocity  required  by  his  regulation  of  the 
26th  of  July,  1778,  concerning  the  navigation  of  neutral  vessels,  and  his  majesty, 
willing  in  consequence  of  these  same  dispositions  to  give  a  new  proof  of  his  affection 
to  the  said  United  Provinces,  is  determined  to  put  an  end  to  the  restraints  which  the 
commerce  of  their  subjects  have  experienced  in  his  States,  to  which  end,  the  report 
being  heard,  the  king  being  in  his  council,  hath  ordained  and  ordains  as  follows : 

Article  I.  His  majesty  has  revoked  and  revokes  the  decree  of  his  council  of  the 
14th  of  January,  1779,  which  subjected  to  a  duty  of  freight  the  vessels  of  the  said 
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Hnl)jects  of  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries  ;  those  of 
the  27th  of  April  and  51  h  of  June,  1779,  which  establish  a  new  tariff  for  the  objects 
proceeding  from  their  growth,  fishery,  uiannfacturo,  and  commerce,  and  that  of  the 
18th  of  September,  1779,  which  prohibits  the  entry  of  the  cheeses  of  North  Holland 
in  the  kingdom. 

Art,  II.  His  majesty  confirms,  in  favor  of  the  said  subjects  of  the  States-General 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  the  advantages  conditionally  prom- 
ised by  the  dispositions  of  his  regulation  of  the  26th  of  July,  1778,  concerning  the 
navigation  of  neutral  vessels  in  time  of  war. 

AiiT.  III.  His  majesty,  willing  to  give  to  the  said  subjects  of  the  Stat'  s-General  a 
signal  proof  of  his  beneficence,  has  ordained  and  ordains  a  restitution  of  the  sums  of 
money  received  by  the  overseers  of  his  farms  in  virtue  of  the  decrees  before  men- 
tioned. 

Done  in  the  king's  council  of  state  the  22d  of  April,  1780. 

The  news  from  The  Hague  of  the  2Gth  of  April  is,  that  tlie  delibera- 
tions of  the  different  provinces  which  compose  the  republic  have  been 
continued  these  last  weeks  without  interruption,  and  all  the  opinions 
are  unanimously  agreed  upon  three  important  objects,  which  make  the 
matter  of  them,  viz  :  First,  the  succor  demanded  by  Great  Britain  ;  sec- 
ondly, the  convoys  to  be  granted  to  merchant  ships;  thirdly,  the  invi- 
tation of  the  Empress  of  Russia  to  accede  to  an  armed  neutrality.  The 
respective  states  of  the  seven  provinces  have  all  been  of  opinion,  first, 
to  excuse  themselves  from  giving  the  succors  demanded  ;  secondly,  to 
grant  convoys  to  all  merchant  ships  bearing  the  flag  of  the  republic 
whatever  may  be  their  cargoes,  without  any  other  exception  than  that 
of  contraband  regulated  by  treaties  ;  thirdly,  to  accept  with  gratitude 
the  invitation,  and  to  enter  upon  this  subject  into  negotiation  with  the 
Prince  de  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraordinary  of  her  Imperial  majesty. 

We  learn  even  that  the  States  General  have  already  taken  resolutions 
conformable  to  this  opinion.  The  affair  of  the  attack  of  the  convoy 
commanded  by  the  Count  de  Byland  does  not  less  engage  the  attention 
of  the  government  of  the  republic.  The  states  of  the  province  of 
Holland  and  of  West  Friesland  have  already  formed  upon  this  subject 
the  instruction  which  they  have  directed  their  deputies  to  carry  to  the 
assembly  of  their  high  mightinesses.  It  tends,  in  substance,  to  repre- 
sent to  the  court  of  London  that  their  high  mightinesses  are  by  no 
means  satisfied  with  the  answer  of  Lord  Stormont,  given  the  ICth  of 
March,  to  the  just  representations  of  their  high  mightinesses  concern- 
ing the  violence  done  to  their  convoy,  inasmuch  as  this  answer  only 
serves  to  cast  upon  them,  by  strained  arguments,  the  blame  of  that 
which  happened,  and  to  represent,  against  all  truth,  their  officer  as 
having  been  the  aggressor.  That  their  high  mightinesses,  as  well  to 
justify  th3mselves  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  as  to  convince,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible. Great  Britain,  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  represent,  further, 
that  naval  stores,  not  being  merchandises  of  contraband  according  to 
the  express  letter  of  the  treaties,  their  visitation  and  detention,  made 
by  order,  especially  under  the  flag  of  their  high  mightinesses,  is  a  direct 
attack  of  their  flag,  as  well  as  of  their  independence  and  sovereignty. 
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That,  as  to  the  allegation  of  the  treaty  of  1074,  made  by  Lord  Stormoiit, 
concerning  the  visit  of  merchandises  suspected,  the  contrary  of  what 
he  advances  appears  in  a  manner  the  most  evident  by  the  simple  reading 
of  the  treaty.  That,  the  natare  of  a  convoy  rendering  all  visits  un- 
necessary, the  articles  fifth  and  sixth  of  this  treaty  confine  themselves 
manifestly  to  single  ships,  from  which,  nevertheless,  they  can  not  in  this 
require  more  than  the  exhibition  of  their  sea  letters  ;  and  with  regard 
to  vessels  detained  for  an  enemy's  port,  that  of  their  passports.  That 
thus  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Fielding,  approved  by  his  majesty, 
implies  an  open  violation  of  this  treaty;  by  consequence,  neither  the 
orders  of  their  high  mightinesses  nor  the  act  of  their  officer  charged 
with  their  execution  having  done  any  injury  to  the  treaties  nor  any 
hostilities  having  been  committed  on  their  part,  but  Commodore  Field- 
ing having  employed,  for  the  execution  of  his  orders,  the  force  of  arms 
against  the  convoy  of  the  republic,  there  does  not  exist  the  least  cause 
ot  complaint  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  ;  Vuit,  on  the  part  of  their  high 
mightinesses,  they  have  had  the  most  just  reason  of  complaint,  and  that 
they  ought  to  insist  still  (as  their  high  mightinesses  do  insist  in  the 
manner  the  most  serious)  upon  a  satisfaction  and  a  suitable  reparation, 
as  well  as  upon  the  release,  without  further  form  of  process,  of  the  mer- 
chant ships  and  their  cargoes  sailing  under  the  convoy  of  the  republic, 
detained  by  force  and  violence  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  treaties,  and 
condemned  by  the  judge  of  the  court  of  admiralty  with  the  same  injustice 
with  which  they  were  attacked  by  Commodore  Fielding,  taken,  and 
carried  into  England.  That  conformably  to  these  principles  the  Count 
de  Welderen  shall  be  charged  to  give  a  reply  to  Lord  Stormont,  and 
to  support  it  the  most  effectually  as  often  as  he  shall  judge  it  to  be 
further  useful,  etc. 

If  on  one  side  the  desire  of  the  republic  to  preserve  an  exact  impar- 
tiality in  the  present  troubles  of  Europe  draws  upon  her  the  displeasure 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  side  she  sees  an  end  put  to  those  re- 
straints which  France  had  laid  on  her  commerce. 

The  royal  college  of  the  admiralty  of  Stockholm  has  sent  to  all  the 
agents  and  consuls  who  reside  in  foreign  countries  an  ordinance,  by 
which  it  is  announced  to  all  masters  of  Swedish  ships  that  necessary 
convoys  would  be  given  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  sub- 
jects of  this  kingdom. 

It  is  quite  unnecessary  for  me  to  observe  to  Congress  that  all  these 
political  and  maritime  commotions  tend  either  to  peace  or  to  the  full 
employment  of  all  the  forces  of  our  enemy,  and  consequently  to  our  lib- 
erty and  tranquillity. 

The  general  run  of  speculations  and  of  conversation  throughout 
Euro[)e  is  upon  peace.  It  seems  the  general  opiuion  that  Great  Britain 
will  not  venture  upon  so  many  dangers  as  lie  all  around  her.  I  wish  I 
could  bring  myself  to  think  so  ;  but  T  confess  I  can  not  as  yet.  Signal 
success  on  the  part  of  the  allies  might  compel  them  to  it ;  but  signal 
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success  in  favor  of  the  Euglish  would  urge  them  giddily  on,  no  one  can 
say  to  what  lengtlis. 

There  is  a  speculative  article  from  Brussels,  the  25th  of  April,  that  is 
worth  transmitting  to  Congress  : 

The  news  from  Holland  speaks  of  nothing  but  the  sensation  which  the  declaration 
of  Russia  has  produced.  The  greatest  part  of  the  provinces  which  have  already 
given  their  opinions  upon  the  memorials  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  to  excuse  themselves 
from  furnishing  England  with  the  succors  demanded  have  been  eager  to  declare  that 
the  proposition  of  the  court  of  Russia  could  not  be  more  advantageous  than  in  the 
present  circumstances,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  accepted.  The  English  party  is  very 
much  disconcerted  by  this  event,  which  brings  forward  a  new  order  of  things.  This 
party  strives  to  excite  a  fear  that  the  difference  of  the  principles  established  by  par- 
ticular treaties  among  the  neutral  powers  respectively  and  the  belligerent  powers 
will  form  an  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  a  plan  so  salutary,  which  may  serve  forever 
as  a  rule  in  this  matter.  We  know  that  among  the  belligerent  powers  France  has 
always  thought  that  it  was  just  to  leave  a  freedom  of  navigation  to  neutral  powers; 
it  is  well  known  that  she  has  a  long  time  respected  this  liberty,  and  that  if  she  has 
afterwards  made  regulations  which  will  restrain  that  of  Holland,  it  w;i8  because  she 
has  been  forced  to  it,  because  it  was  very  natural  that  she  should  seek  to  stop  the 
vessels  bound  to  the  ports  of  England  when  this  nation  made  no  scruple  to  stop 
those  which  were  bound  to  hers.  And  it  is  well  known,  too,  that  she  never  took  this 
part  until  after  she  had  employed  the  method  of  representation  to  determine  the 
Hollanders  to  protect  their  own  commerce. 

Spain  appeared  equally  determined  to  use  no  more  methods  of  rigor  and  severity 
towards  the  vessels  of  the  republic.  There  is  only  England  who  appears  to  oppose 
the  general  wish,  and  she  ought  to  perceive  that  it  is  her  own  conduct  which  has 
brought  forth  the  events  of  which  she  complains.  If  she  had  had  more  moderation 
and  justice,  the  project  of  an  armed  neutrality  would  not  have  taken  place. 

They  write  from  Holland  : 

We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  armed  neutrality  may  contribute  to  accelerate  peace. 
It  appears  hitherto  that  it  is  England  alone  which  puts  an  obstacle  to  it,  and  it  is 
difficult  for  her  to  take  her  part  in  it.  We  doubt  not  that  the  independence  of 
America,  which  perhaps  is  already  tacitly  acknowledged  by  all  the  courts  of  Europe, 
will  be  the  fundamental  basis  of  an  accommodation.  England  at  the  same  time  will 
be  forced  to  announce  a  pretended  pre-eminence  of  flag,  equally  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  nations  and  to  the  first  notions  of  common  sense.  The  general  liberty  of  the  seas, 
the  re-establishment  of  the  respective  possessions  in  the  state  in  which  there  were  be- 
fore hostilities,  perhaps  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar  to  its  natural  masteis,  and  the 
adoption  of  the  maritime  code  proposed  by  Russia,  will  be  most  probably  the  necessary 
consequences  of  the  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  3,  1780. 
Sir:  The  substance  of  a  cartel  for  a  general  exchange  of  prisoners, 
made  upon  the  sea  between  France  and  England,  has  been  published. 
It  was  signed  at  Versailles  the  12th  of  March  last,  by  M.  le  Hoc,  one  of 
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the  principal  clerks  of  the  office  of  the  inariue,  authorized  to  this  pur- 
pose by  the  kiug,  and  at  London  the  28th  of  the  same  month  by  Messrs. 
John  Bell,  Walter  Farquharson,  P.  Corbett,  and  Robert  Lulman,  com- 
missioners of  the  King  of  England.  This  treaty,  equally  useful  to  the 
two  uations,  dictated  by  sentiments  which  do  honor  to  the  powers  at 
war  and  to  humanity,  will,  it  is  said,  be  distinguished  by  the  true  phi- 
losophers, who  prefer  a  useful  operation  to  folio  volumes  which  talk  of 
morals  and  humanity.  The  most  perfect  equality  and  reciprocity  is 
established. 

The  prisoners  shall  be  exchanged  man  for  man,  according  to  their  rank  and  quali- 
ties, or  for  a  certain  number  of  men  as  equivalent,  or  for  certain  sums  of  money  in 
form  of  ransoms.  A  French  vice-admiral  shall  be  exchanged  against  an  English  ad- 
miral having  command;  a  lieutenant-general  against  an  admiral  carrying  his  flag  at 
;  a  vice-admiral  commanding  a  squadron  against  a  rear-admiral ;  the  captains 
of  ships  commanding  divisions,  or  having  the  rank  of  brigadiers,  against  commo- 
dores; tbe  captains  of  sliips  having  the  rank  of  colonels  against  post  captains  of 
three-years'  standing,  whose  rank  answers  to  that  of  colonels ;  the  lieutenants  of  ves- 
sels commanding  frigates  from  twenty  to  fifty  guns,  and  having  the  rank  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonels, against  all  other  post  captains  wlio  have  the  same  rank  ;  the  lieutenants 
of  vessels  of  the  rank  of  majors  against  the  masters  and  commanders  or  captains  who 
are  not  post  captains  ;  all  the  other  lieutenants  of  vessels  against  lieutenants  without 
distinction;  the  captains  of  fire  sliips  of  the  rank  of  captains  of  infantry',  ensigns  of 
vessels  of  the  rankof  captains  of  infantry,  lieutenants  of  frigates,  or  captains  of  pinks, 
on  establishment  or  for  a  campaign,  and  having  tlie  same  rank,  against  lieutenants, 
and  in  want  of  these,  against  midshipmen;  the  guards  du  pavilion  against  midship- 
men ;  the  marine  officers  and  subalterns  against  those  of  the  same  denomination  or  of 
equal  rank.  The  respective  equivalent  for  all  the  ranks  in  men  and  in  money  is  from 
sixty  men,  or  £60  sterling,  descending  to  pence,  to  two  men,  or  £2  sterling.  The 
sailors  are  to  be  exchanged  man  for  man,  and  the  equivalent  is  £  I  sterling.  The  same 
gradation  is  to  be  observed  for  the  officers  of  the  marine  and  officers  of  land  forces 
serving  as  marines,  and  land  officers  not  serving  on  board  the  vessels  but  taken  at  sea, 
as  well  as  the  common  soldiers.  Every  three  months  there  shall  be  stated  accounts  of 
exchanges  conformable  to  the  foregoing  regulations. 

They  have  also  ascertained  the  price  per  head  of  the  transportation  of 
prisoners,  as  well  as  of  their  subsistence ;  they  have  also  regulated  the 
conditions  of  the  exchange  of  officers  and  other  prisoners  made  in  mer- 
chant vessels,  privateers,  or  others,  which  are  not  the  king's  ships. 
Passengers,  not  being  in  the  service  of  land  or  sea,  when  they  shall  have 
been  taken,  no  matter  in  what  vessel,  shall  not  be  regarded  as  prison- 
ers, but  shall  be  set  at  liberty  without  being  put  into  the  accounts  of  ex- 
changes, when  they  shall  have  proved  that  they  are  in  the  case  of  the 
exception.  All  persons,  no  matter  of  what  denomination,  who  shall  be 
shipwrecked  in  any  vessel  whatsoever,  at  least  if  it  is  not  in  attempt- 
ing to  land,  or  in  protecting  some  depredation  upon  the  coast  or  in  the 
islands  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  kingdoms,  shall  be  immediately 
set  at  liberty,  and  shall  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  returning  to 
their  respective  countries,  as  well  as  with  clothing,  if  they  have  need  of 
it,  as  soon  as  their  situation  shall  be  known  and  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  can  be  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  Genet.* 

PARIS,  May  3,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  bad  two  days  ago  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  minister 
a  Boston  Gazette  of  2lst  February,  in  which  is  a  relation  of  a  glorious 
combat  and  cruise  of  my  countryman  Captain  Waters,  of  the  Thoni. 
Let  me  beg  of  you,  sir,  to  insert  this  account  in  the  Gazette  and  the 
Mercure.  There  has  not  been  a  more  memorable  action  this  war;  and 
the  feats  of  our  American  frigates  and  piivateers  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently published  in  Europe.  It  would  answer  valuable  purposes,  both 
by  encouraging  their  honest  and  brave  hearts  and  by  exciting  emula- 
tions elsewhere,  to  give  them  a  little  more  than  they  have  had  of  the 
fame  they  have  deserved.  Some  of  the  most  skillful,  determined,  per- 
severing, and  successful  engagements  that  have  ever  happened  upon 
the  seas  have  been  performed  by  American  privateers  against  the  pri- 
vateers from  N^ew  York.  They  have  hapi)ened  upon  the  coasts  and 
seas  of  America,  which  are  now  very  well  swept  of  Kew  York  priva- 
teers, and  have  seldom  been  properly  described  and  published  even  there, 
and  much  more  seldom  ever  inserted  in  any  of  the  gazettes  of  Europe, 
whether  it  is  because  the  actions  of  single  and  small  vessels  and  these 
privateers  are  not  thought  worth  publishing,  or  whether  it  has  been  for 
want  of  some  person  to  procure  it  to  be  done. 
Yours,  most  sincerely, 

John  Adams. 


Gerry  to  J.  Adams,  t 

[Extract.] 

Philadelphia,  May  5, 1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  resolutions  of  Congress  for  calling  in  and  canceling  the 
two  millions  of  dollars,  emitted  by  them  have  in  general  been  well  re- 
ceived. The  depreciation  is  stopped,  and  specie,  which  before  the  pass- 
ing of  the  resolves  was  sold  for  upwards  of  seventy  for  one,  is  now  cur- 
rent at  sixty,  and  has  been  lately  at  fifty-five.  The  advantage  of  this 
plan  will  be  the  greatest  to  the  landholder,  inasmuch  as  the  national 
debt,  including  certificates  and  foreign  demands,  does  not  now  much 
exceed  five  millions  sterling,  which  is  but  a  trifling  sum  compared  with 
the  £200,000,000  sterling  due  from  Great  Britain. 

Another  benefit  resulting  from  it  is  a  supply  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
of  the  new  emission,  every  dollar  of  which  is  equal  to  forty  dollars  of 
the  old  emission.  Ijideed  this  must  be  called  in  before  that  can  be 
realized  ;  nev^ertheless,  there  is  a  greater  demand  among  all  ranks  for 
Continental  money  than  there  has  been  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  and  specie  is  no  longer  hoarded  by  the  disaffected  or  timid. 

*7  J.  Adams'  Works,  159. 
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With  respect  to  our  resources,  Congress  are  at  present  much  in  want 
of  money,  and  it  is  a  bappj-  circumstance,  for  their  economy  is  in  pro- 
portion to  their  wants.  The  demands  on  the  treasury  are  generally 
answered  by  warrants  on  the  several  States,  which  are  careful,  by 
some  means  or  other,  to  discharge  the  drafts.  The  taxes  are  indeed 
very  heavy,  but  the  collection  goes  on,  and  I  doubt  not  the  army  will 
be  well  fed  and  paid.  Military  stores  and  clothing  must,  however,  be 
procured  on  credit  in  Europe,  as  well  as  a  considerable  loan  to  serve  as 
a  fund  for  drawing  in  (jase  of  necessity.  Trade  and  privateering  are 
brisk,  and  there  is  a  plenty  of  goods  of  every  kind  excepting  military, 
but  no  money  to  purchase  them.  This  is  easily  accounted  for,  since  the 
whole  sum  in  circulation,  as  Congress  have  fixed  it,  is  only  five  millions 
of  dollars.  Our  privateers  and  commerce  have,  nevertheless,  suffered 
much  by  the  cruisers  of  the  enemy,  who  have  the  command  of  the  sea- 
coast. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  the  court  of  France  would  order  a 
squadron,  superior  to  the  enemy,  to  be  stationed  in  some  part  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  best  and  oidy  means  of  putting  a  speedy  end  to 
the  war.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  the  havoc  that  our  priva- 
teers made  of  the  enemy's  cruisers  and  transports  during  the  time  that 
the  Count  d'Estaing  was  at  Khode  Island  and  Charleston.  But  our 
losses  at  present  nearly  equal  our  captures.  Indeed  that  worthy  oflQcer, 
aware  of  those  and  other  advantages,  ordered  the  Count  de  Grasse  to 
be  stationed  at  the  (yhesapeake,  but  his  plan  was  defeated  by  the 
tempestuousness  of  the  weather.  Had  the  latter  arrived  with  his 
squadron  Charleston  would  not  have  been  beseiged,  and  three  or  four 
of  our  frigates,  which  are  now  in  Ashley  Kiver,  and  will  probably  be 
destroyed,  would  have  been  employed  iu  intercepting  the  enemy's 
transports. 

I  forgot  to  mention  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  pay  off  the  Continental 
certificates  according  to  the  value  of  money  at  the  time  of  their  being 
respectively  issued.  This  is  but  justice,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  satis- 
factory to  foreigners.  Bills  of  exchange  are  now  at  forty-five  for  one, 
and  will  be  higher  in  consequence  of  the  great  risk  of  sending  vessels 
from  the  eastern  States  to  the  southern  for  jiroduce. 

I  am,  etc., 

Elbridge  Gerry. 


Washington  to  Luzerne.* 

MoRRiSTOWN,  May  5, 1780. 

Sir  :  Two  days  since  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  excellency's 
letter  of  the  29th  of  April. 

The  polite  terms  in  which  you  mention  the  attention  which  my  re- 
sspectful  attachment  for  you  dictated  during  your  stay  in  camp  add  to 
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the  obligation  1  fell  for  the  honor  of  your  visit.  1  was  happy  in  that 
opportunity  of  giving  you  a  new  proof  of  my  sentiments,  and  I  entreat 
you  to  aflbrd  me  others  as  frequently  as  possible.  As  the  minister  of  a 
prince  to  whom  America  owes  so  much  you  have  every  title  to  my  re- 
spect; aud,  permit  me  to  add,  your})ersonal  qualities  give  you  a  claim, 
which  my  heart  cheerfully  acknowledges,  to  all  my  esteem  and  all  my 
regard. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  intention  to  represent  the 
army  in  so  favorable  a  light  as  will  recommend  it  to  the  approbation 
of  his  most  Christian  majesty — an  honor  as  flattering  as  it  will  be 
precious. 

It  would  be  a  want  of  gratitude  not  to  be  convinced  of  the  intimate 
concern  he  takes  in  our  affairs  after  the  repeated  and  decided  proofs 
he  has  given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  consideratioif,  etc., 

George  Washington. 

9  o'clock,  a.  m. 
P.  S. — I  have  this  instant  received  a  letter  from  my  much  esteemed 
and  amiable  friend  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  dated  in  Boston  harbor 
the  29th  of  last  month.     In  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  I  shall  expect 
to  see  him. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  8,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  proceedings  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries 
are  at  this  period  so  much  attended  to  by  mankind,  and  are  likely  to 
have  such  extensive  and  lasting  consequences  to  us  as  well  as  to  Europe, 
that  Congress  will  excuse  my  troubling  them  with  them  in  detail,  how- 
ever dry  and  unentertaining  they  may  be. 

Hague,  April  30,  1780. — We  learn  that  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  the 
states  of  Holland  and  West  Frieslaud  have  taken  a  resolution  which  had  been  uni- 
versally adopted,  aud  that  it  had  been  written  to  the  Count  de  Welderen,  minister 
of  their  high  mightinesses  at  the  court  of  Loudon,  to  there  represent — 

"That  their  high  mightinesses  had  been  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  answer 
given  the  16tb  of  March  by  Lord  Stormont  to  the  just  representations  made  in  the 
name  of  their  high  mightinesses  by  M.  de  Welderen,  their  envoy,  relative  to  the 
violences  committed  upon  the  convoy  of  the  republic,  inasmuch  as  this  answer,  by 
arguments  destitute  of  all  foundation,  endeavors  to  cast  the  blame  of  what  happened 
upon  their  high  mightiue.sses,  and  to  make  the  commandant  of  their  squadron  be 
considered  as  the  aggressor,  which  is  absolutely  false  ;  that  their  high  mightinesses, 
as  well  as  for  their  own  Jiistificatiou  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  as  to  convince,  as  far 
as  in  their  power,  his  Britannic  majesty  of  the  insolidity  of  the  answer  of  Lord  Stor- 
mont, and  with  what  incredible  contempt  of  treaties  their  convoy  has  been  attacked, 
without  having,  on  their  part,  provoked  so  hostile  an  action,  have  resolved  in  sub- 
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stance  to  represent :  Thafctheir  high  naightiaesses,  having  always  held  in  high  esti- 
mation the  declaration  made  by  his  Britannic  majesty  of  the  sentiments  of  affection 
for  the  republic,  flatter  themselves  that  they  have  given  his  majesty,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  present  troubles,  convincing  proofs  of  theiresteeni,  andof  their  sin- 
cere desire  to  maintain  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  this  friendship,  which  for  so  many 
years  had  not  failed  to  secure  the  reciprocal  prosperity  of  the  two  nations;  and  that, 
still  animated  with  the  same  sentiments,  persisting  also  in  the  same  principles,  and 
having  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the  quiet  and  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
assured  by  the  ancient  treaties,  their  high  mightinesses  are  intimately  affected  that 
his  majesty  will  consider  as  a  provocation  the  necessity  of  that  defense  to  which 
they  found  themselves  reduced  in  consequence  of  positive  orders  given  by  his  majesty 
himself,  and  not  having  been  able  to  make  their  representations  upon  this  subject 
attended  to,  see  themselves  obliged  to  declare  that  they  can  and  ought  to  order  to  be 
convoyed  by  vessels  of  war  all  the  materials  for  shipbuilding  which  shall  not  be 
transported  to  the  succor  of  the  enemies  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  said  materials 
forming  one  of  the  principal  articles  of  the  free  navigation  and  of  the  commerce 
stipulated  by  the  treaties;  but  all  the  merchandises  of  contraband  being  neverthe- 
less to  be  excepted.  That  the  cargoes  of  materials  for  shipbuilding,  not  being  con- 
sidered as  contraband  by  the  letter  of  the  treaties,  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to  any 
visit  or  detention,  above  all  when  they  are  found  under  the  flag  of  their  high  might- 
inesses, which,  nevertheless,  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  orders  given  upon  this 
subject,  and  can  not  but  be  regarded  as  a  direct  and  unprovoked  attack  of  their  flag,  as 
well  as  of  their  independence  and  sovereignty.  That  as  to  what  Lord  Stormont 
advances  in  saying  that  in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  1674  all  merchant  vesesls  loaded 
with  suspected  merchandises  ought  to  be  visited,  to  the  end  to  excuse  by  this  asser- 
tion the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fielding,  it  is  but  a  vain  allegation,  contradicted  by  the  very 
words  of  the  said  treaty,  in  which,  in  truth,  there  is  no  mention  made  of  suspected 
merchandises,  but  only  in  the  third  article  of  commodities  of  contraband,  which  are 
particularly  enumerated.  That  the  convoy,  by  its  nature,  rendering  useless  all 
visits,  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  of  the  said  treaty  of  1674,  relative  to  rencounters 
at  sea,  explain  themselves  upon  the  following  case.     We  there  find  literally: 

'That  when  any  private  vessel,  subject  to  one  of  the  contracting  powers,  shall 
meet  in  open  sea  a  vessel  of  war,  or  other  vessel,  provided  with  a  commission  from 
the  other  power,  and  that  the  said  vessel  shall  not  be  under  convoy,  she  shall  not  be 
held  only  barely  to  the  exhibition  of  her  sea  letters  to  justify  the  property  of  her 
cargo,  and  this  in  consequence  of  the  eighth  article  of  said  treaty,  except,  neverthe- 
less, when  a  merchant  vessel  shall  be  destined  for  an  enemy's  port  she  shall  be  obliged 
also  to  show  her  passport,  containing  the  list  of  effects  which  shall  be  on  board,  and  to 
show  that  she  is  not  loaded  with  any  of  the  articles  prohibited  by  the  third  article  of 
said  treaty.' 

"That,  consequently,  their  high  mightinesses  ought  to  conclude  that  the  assertion  of 
Lord  Stormont  concerning  the  pretended  exception  of  the  said  treaty  is  but  an  exten- 
sion of  a  regulation  which  he  alleges  for  his  justification,  and  that  thus  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Fielding,  approved  by  his  majesty,  is  a  blow  direct  and  manifest  struck  at  the 
same  treaty.  That  with  regard  to  the  property,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  cargo, 
of  the  vessels  which  were  under  the  convoy  of  the  republic,  Mr.  Fielding  would 
have  been  able  to  have  abundantlj'  informed  himself  by  the  Count  de  Byland,  to 
whom  their  high  mightinesses,  although  by  no  means  obliged  to  this  act  of  com- 
plaisance on  their  part,  had  given  permission  to  consent  to  this  demand,  provided 
always  that  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  the  subjects  of  the  republic  should 
not  have  suffered  by  it,  and  that,  moreover,  all  possible  moderation  should  be 
previously  used.  Their  high  mightinesses  could  not  do  any  other  than  approve 
in  all  its  points  the  conduct  of  Count  de  Bjdand.  That  thus,  in  contempt  of  all 
law  and  reason,  the  vessels  under  convoy  having  been  taken,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
legality  of  their  detention  sent  to  the  decision  of  judges,  who,  as  they  ought  not  to 
pronounce  upon  this  fact  but  according  to  the  regulations  made  by  his  majesty,  are 


654  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

ready  to  ileclare  lawful  the  confiscation  of  materials  of  shipbuilding.  That  notwith- 
standing this,  no  breach  of  treaties  havingbeeu  made,  cither  by  the  orders  of  their  high 
mightinesses  or  by  the  conduct  of  their  officer  charged  to  execute  them,  nor  any  hos- 
tility committed,  but  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Fielding,  in  consequence  of  orders  which  he 
Lad  received,  having  employed  the  violence  of  arms  against  the  convoy  of  the  repub- 
lic, it  is  not  certainly  on  the  side  of  his  majesty  that  there  ought  to  exist  the  least 
right  of  complaint,  but  rather  on  that  of  their  high  mightinesses,  who  have  subjects 
the  most  lawful  on  which  to  make  them,  and  to  insist  in  the  strongest  manner  on 
obtaining  a  suitable  satisfaction  and  reparation  as  well  as  the  restitution  of  the  mer- 
chant vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which,  being  under  the  convoy  of  the  State,  have 
been,  against  the  faith  of  treaties,  attacked  and  stopped  by  Mr.  Fielding,  taken  and 
carried  into  England,  and  against  all  form  of  justice  and  equity  so  unjustly  con- 
demned by  the  judges  of  the  admiralty ;  and  that,  iinally,  M.de  Welderen  shall  be 
charged  to  conform  himself  to  the  aforesaid  instructions,  to  demand  a  positive  answer 
upon  this  subject  from  Lord  Stormout,  and  to  do  upon  this  object  all  that  he  shall  judge 
suitable  to  the  circumstances,  in  employing  to  this  ettcct  his  good  offices  and  all  the 
efforts  of  the  strictest  duty." 

Their  high  mightinesses  have  also  taken  the  following  resolution: 

Having  received  a  letter  from  the  representative  of  his  most  serene  highness,  and 
from  the  directors  of  the  general  and  granted  comjiany  of  the  West  Indies,  com- 
mittees of  the  respective  chambers  to  the  assembly  of  ten,  sitting  at  Amsterdam, 
written  from  that  city  the  18th  of  this  month,  and  whereof  the  contents  are,  that 
in  consequence  of,  and  to  the  end  to  satisfy  the  resolution  of  their  high  mighti- 
nesses of  the  12th  precedent,  containing  their  report  upon  the  petition  of  divers 
merchants  and  proprietors  of  ships  residing  in  this  country  and  trading  with  the 
West  Indies,  showing  thereby  to  their  high  mightinesses  how  it  was  prejudicial  to  the 
commerce  and  navigation  of  this  country  : 

"(1)  That  when  the  vessels  of  other  European  nations  transport  to  the  colonies  of 
this  state  situated  in  the  West  Indies,  and  principally  at  St.  Eustatia,  merchan- 
dises without  paying  the  duties  of  lest  and  of  recognition,  that  the  petitioners  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  republic,  going  from  the  ports  of  this  country,  were,  never- 
theless, obliged  to  pay  to  the  West  India  Company ; 

"(2)  That  if  the  said  foreign  vessels  should  enjoy  an  advantage  so  notable  as  to 
transport  from  America  even  the  merchandises  and  productions  of  the  country  in  the 
ports  of  their  habitation  or  others  situated  in  Europe  and  without  the  limits  of  this 
republic,  without  paying  any  duty  of  lest  or  of  recognition,  while,  nevertheless,  the 
petitioners  see  themselves  not  only  obliged  in  going  there  and  returning  to  pay  these 
duties  to  the  West  India  Company,  but  also  to  engage  themselves  under  caution  not 
to  return  into  any  port  of  Europe  except  those  of  this  state,  they  pray  that  a  remedy 
may  be  provided  for  this  inconvenience." 

Upon  which  having  deliberated,  it;  has  been  thought  proper  conditionally,  and 
until  a  final  decision  of  their  high  mightinesses,  that  it  should  be  determined  by  these 
presents  that  foreign  European  vessels,  importing  merchandise  of  any  sort  to  the 
islands  of  this  State  in  the  West  Indies  without  having  acquitted  the  sums  due  in  this 
country  for  the  duties  of  lest  and  of  recognition,  shall  bo  subjected  and  obliged,  after 
their  arrival,  to  there  pay  exactly  all  the  duties,  without  exception,  which  the  vessels 
of  the  republic  are  held  to  discharge  before  their  departure  from  Europe  ;  finally,  that 
conditionally,  and  until  after  an  ulterior  disposition  of  their  high  mightinesses,  it 
should  be  seriously  forbidden  to  these  foreign  European  vessels  to  load  in  the  colonics 
of  the  state  merchandises,  except  under  the  same  obligations  and  restrictions  im- 
posed upon  ships  of  the  republic,  to  wit,  to  sail  only  from  and  to  return  to  the  ports 
of  this  country,  and  paying  the  same  duties  of  lest  and  sale  and  recognition  which 
the  ships  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  are  obliged  to  pay  on  returning  to  the  said 
ports  of  the  republic. 
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Hague,  May  3. — There  lius  beeu  scut  to  the  assembly  of  their  hij;h  mightiuesses  a 
resohitiou  of  the  province  of  Gueldres,  conforming  wholly  to  that  taken  by  thejjrov- 
ince  of  Holland  touching  the  memorial  of  the  Prince  Gallitzin,  and  which  authorizes 
at  the  same  time  their  committees  to  assist  at  the  conferences  and  negotiations,  to 
continue  them,  and  to  transmit  the  result  of  them  to  the  deliberations  of  their  noble 
mightinesses,  to  the  end  that  they  in  course  take  a  resolution  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  case  and  the  importance  of  this  object. 

There  have  also  been  presented  three  resolutions  of  the  pro  vi  nee  of  Zealand ;  the  first, 
concerning  the  re(iuisition  made  by  the  admiralty  of  the  quarter  of  the  north,  solicit- 
ing a  subsidy  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-tiv^e  thousand  liorins,  and  to  be  put  in  a 
state  to  be  able  afterwards  to  pay  the  annual  interest  of  it ;  in  consequence  of  which 
the  states  of  Zealand  consent  to  the  borrowing  of  the  said  sum  upon  an  interest  of 
two  and  a  half  per  cent.,  opposing  themselves,  nevertheless,  to  the  granting  to  the 
said  college  an  annual  subsidy,  to  be  divided  in  quotas  ou  the  respective  provinces. 

The  second  of  these  resolutions  contains  an  answer  to  a  letter  of  the  admiralty  ou 
the  Meuse  concerning  the  indemaiflcation  of  the  losses  sutfered  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  Ambassador  Van  Haefton,  at  Constantinople.  Finally,  the  third  resolu- 
tion is  relative  to  the  memoir  of  the  Prince  Gallitzin,  and  has  for  its  object  to  concur 
in  the  opening  of  conferences,  provided  that  these  do  not  in  anything  alter  the  sys- 
tem of  au  exact  neutrality  adopted  by  the  republic,  nor  the  treaties  subsisting  ;  with 
a  further  insinuation  to  the  gentlemen  their  ordinary  deputies  to  abstain  from  con- 
curring in  any  final  conclusion  upon  this  object  without  the  consent  of  their  noble 
mightinesses,  and  without  having  previously  informed  them  of  what  may  be  projected 
in  this  respect. 

The  states  of  Guilderland,  in  their  resolution  relative  to  the  granting  of  an  unlim- 
ited convoy,  have  also  declared  that  they  had  believed  they  had  foundation  to  flatter 
themselves  that  the  condescension  of  this  state,  upon  the  representations  of  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  to  the  effect  to  suspend  conditionally  the  protection  due  to  their 
subjects,  and  which  was  assured  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  1674,  would  have  sulBciently 
proved  the  desire  with  whicb  the  republic  was  animated  to  testify  to  his  majesty,  as 
well  as  to  Great  Britain,  a  deference  the  most  marked,  preserving  always  the  observa- 
tion of  an  exact  neutrality ;  but  that  convinced  of  the  contrary,  as  well  by  the 
declarations  as  by  even  the  hostilities  committed  against  the  subjects  of  the  republic, 
they  have  now  thought  themselves  founded  in  putting  an  end  to  the  limitation  of 
convoys,  in  granting  a  free  course  to  the  protection  of  commerce,  according  to  the 
treaties  and  the  law  of  nations;  for  which  reason  the  aforesaid  states  would  no  more 
make  any  difficulty  to  concur  to  maintain  with  the  forces  of  the  country  the  right  of 
the  republic,  lawfully  acquired  by  solemn  treaties;  but  that  not  being,  nevertheless, 
intimately  convinced  that,  in  case  of  a  further  opposition,  the  republic  is  in  a  state 
of  defense  sufficient  upon  the  sea,  it  would  consequently  be  to  be  feared  that  such  a 
part  would  not  serve  but  to  throw  the  state  into  still  greater  embarrassments,  and 
operate  an  effect  contrary  to  the  end  proposed.  Thus,  then,  supposing  that  the  high 
confederates  should  judge  it  indispensably  necessary  to  grant  an  unlimited  convoy, 
the  intention  of  their  noble  mightinesses  would  not  be  in  any  degree  to  retard  or  sus- 
pend such  a  resolution  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  show  their  condescension  and  their 
desire  to  contribute  to  the  unanimity  of  this  state,  they  would  take  away  all  reflec- 
tions, of  what  -importance  soever  they  may  appear  to  them,  submitting  themselves 
to  the  penetration  of  those  of  the  confederates  who,  being  more  interested  in  navi- 
gation and  maritime  commerce,  have  already  authorized  and  instructed  their  com- 
mittees, in  the  generality,  to  consent,  with  the  concurrence  of  other  provinces,  to  an 
unlimited  convoy. 

We  read  also  in  another  resolution  of  the  states  of  Friesland  these 
remarkable  words : 

That  the  Empress  of  Russia  has  never  given  a  more  shining  proof  than  in  the  pres- 
ent conjuncture  of  her  attachment  to  this  republic,  which  ought  to  engage  the  state 
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to  correspond  by  sentlmenta  proportioned  to  those  which  her  majesty  has  discovered, 
botli  for  the  well-being  and  the  safety  of  her  own  state  aud  subjects,  and  to  procure 
to  all  Europe  a  perfect  tranquillity,  founded  upon  motives  the  most  equitable  and 
upon  treaties,  and  to  the  end  to  prevent  and  hinder  for  the  future  the  damages  which 
commerce  and  navigation  have  suffered  until  this  time,  and  to  maintain  and  cause  to 
be  observed  a  perfect  neutrality  between  the  belligerent  powers. 

I  may  conclude  this  letter  by  observiug  that  I  am  informed  they  talk 
in  Holland  of  laying  an  embargo,  to  prevent  the  English  from  making 
many  prizes,  and  that  there  is  another  rumor  of  opening  the  harbor  of 
Antwerp.  If  there  is  any  serious  thought  of  this,  it  must  be  the  fruit 
of  English  intrigue  with  Austria. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  3Iay  8,  1780. 

Sir:  At  the  same  time  that  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  the 
neutral  powers  is  marked  by  a  severity  that  is  without  example,  that 
of  France  and  Spain  is  distinguished  by  a  moderation  and  liberality 
that  deserves  to  be  imitated.  I  have  before  transmitted  to  Congress 
the  declaration  of  the  King  of  France  aud  the  decree  of  his  council 
abolishing  the  restrictions  on  the  Holland  trade.  In  this  letter  I  shall 
give  au  account  of  the  conduct  of  Spain. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  Marquis  Gonzalez  deCastigon,  the  minister  of  the  marine,  to  serve 
as  a  regulation  for  the  navigation  of  neuters,  as  follows  : 

Most  Excellent  Lord:  Froni  the  commeucemeut  of  the  present  war  with  Great 
Britain  the  king  declared  sincerely,  and  even  in  a  mauucr  that  is  unexampled,  his 
intentions  of  blockading  Gibraltar,  and  his  majesty  gave  by  me  a  formal  notification 
of  it  to  all  the  foreign  ministers  and  ambassadoi-s,  to  the  end  that  they  might  be  in  a 
capacity  to  inform  their  respective  natious  of  it,  and  that  these  might  avoid  in  their 
navigation  and  in  their  conduct  the  consequences  and  procedures  authorized  by  the 
right  of  natious  and  the  general  laws  of  war.  The  king  declared  at  the  same  time, 
by  his  ordinances  concerning  privateering,  published  in  the  sight  of  all  the  world, 
"  that  with  regard  to  the  merchandises,  iiroductious,  and  effects  of  the  English, 
loaded  on  board  of  vessels  bearing  the  iiag  of  a  friend  or  a  neuter,  his  majesty  would 
conduct  himself  according  to  the  procedure  which  the  English  should  adopt  towards 
cargoes  of  the  same  kind,  to  the  end  to  avoid,  by  this  reciprocity  of  conduct,  the 
enormous  inequality,  the  prejudice,  and  even  the  ruin  to  which  the  commerce  and 
the  subjects  of  his  majesty  would  be  otherwise  exposed."  In  spite  of  these  disposi- 
tions, so  full  of  equity,  of  frankness,  and  good  faith,  the  captains  and  masters  of 
neutral  vessels  have  not  ceased  to  abuse  without  shame  the  impunity  of  their  flags, 
whether  by  sliding  clandestinely  into  Gibraltar,  with  cargoes  of  provisions  (even 
with  those  which  were  destined  for  the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  king),  whether  by 
concealing  a  great  part  of  their  loading,  consisting  in  powder  and  other  merchan- 
dises of  contraband,  or  by  disguising  (by  double  and  fictitious  papers,  which  they 
castiuto  the  sea  when  they  saw  themselves  pursued)  the  property  of  their  vessels 
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and  effects,  as  well  as  their  destination,  for  persons  and  places  different  from  those 
to  whom  they  really  belonged  and  to  which  they  were  bound,  or  whether,  finally, 
by  making  a  formal  resistance  against  the  king's  ships  or  his  privateers  when  they 
endeavored  to  take  a  view  of  some  vessels  which  they  supposed  neuter. 

Although  these  facts  are  notorious,  and  have  been  proved  by  formal  processes, 
these  men,  greedy  of  gain  and  jierverse,  have  filled  all  Europe  witli  the  noise  of 
their  clamors,  propagating  falsely  that  orders  had  been  given  to  detain  and  to  seize 
all  neutral  vessels  that  would  pass  the  straits,  whilst  in  fact  the  orders  were  confined 
to  the  detention  of  vessels  suspected  by  their  course  or  their  papers,  and  which 
were  loaded  with  provisions  or  effects  of  the  enemy  ;  a  moderation  very  different  from 
the  conduct  which  has  been  held  by  the  navy  and  the  privateers  of  England,  in  de- 
taining and  declaring  good  prize  neutral  vessels,  not  only  when  they  carried  Spanish 
productions,  but  of  whatever  kind  the  merchandises  were  which  they  had  taken  on 
board  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  or  although  they  were  only  bound  to  this  peninsula, 
taking  also  and  carrying  to  Gibraltar  the  neutral  vessels  which  passed  in  their  sight 
with  cargoes  of  provisions,  although  the  whole  was  but  a  feint  and  a  disguised  agree- 
ment made  beforehand  with  persons  interested  in  these  frauds.  These  clamors  have 
been  accompanied  with  several  complaints,  which  have  been  made  to  the  king,  filled 
with  the  exaggerations  and  falsehoods  before  mentioned  and  the  complainants  have 
addressed  themselves  in  the  same  manner  to  their  respective  courts,  without  con- 
sidering that  conformably  to  all  the  treaties  of  peace  and  of  commerce  the  royal  tri- 
bunals of  the  marine  of  the  admiralty,  as  well  inferior  as  superior,  were  open  to  them 
to  hear  their  allegations  and  i«oofs,  pronounce  sentence  upon  the  processes  which 
they  should  institute,  and  repair  the  wrongs  which  the  detained  vessels  should  have 
suffered,  in  one  case  or  the  other,  without  sufficient  reason,  although  to  this  moment 
this  point  has  never  been  legally  verified  ;  but  the  captains  and  masters  have  al- 
ways obstinately  insisted  that,  without  other  proofs  than  their  relations  and  their 
applications  to  the  ministry,  they  should  be  released  and  the  delays  and  damages  of 
their  detention  made  good  to  them,  and  this  solely  because  the  clemency,  the  equity, 
and  even  the  indulgence  of  the  king  recommended  to  the  judges  of  the  marine, 
had  set  several  vessels  at  liberty  which  had  been  detained  with  justice,  and  which 
might  have  been  declared  good  prizes  conformably  to  law  and  to  the  practice  of  our 
enemies. 

To  dissipate  even  the  very  shadow  of  such  like  pretexts,  the  Count  de  Rechteren, 
envoy  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  the  other  ministers  of  foreign  courts,  were  notified 
beforehand  that  if  they  proposed  any  means  of  preventing  frauds  and  causes  of 
suspicion  the  king,  to  give  a  fresh  proof  of  the  good  correspondence  and  friendship, 
which  he  desired  to  maintain  with  these  courts,  would  adopt  such  of  those  means  as 
should  be  proper  to  produce  such  an  eftect;  and  as  to  this  day  they  have  not  pro- 
posed nor  regulated  any  means  of  this  sort,  his  majesty  has  judged  proper  to  take  by 
hrmself  the  measures  which  are  consistent  with  his  sovereignty,  uniting  to  that  end 
the  substance  of  those  which  have  been  communicated  hitheito,  and  manifesting  in 
a  manner,  if  possible,  still  more  positive  his  intentions,  so  full  of  justice,  of  equity, 
and  of  moderation,  as  being  founded  upon  the  resolution  of  making  them  to  be  ob- 
served with  punctuality. 

Article  I.  That  the  vessels  with  a  neutral  flag,  making  sail  through  the  straits, 
whether  on  the  side  of  the  oceau  or  on  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  may  not  be 
molested  nor  hindered  in  their  navigation  so  long  as  they  shall  arrange  themselves, 
as  much  as  shall  be  possible  for  them,  along  the  coasts  of  Africa,  and  keeping  as  far 
as  they  can  from  those  of  Europe,  during  the  course  of  their  passage,  from  their 
coming  into  it  to  their  going  out,  provided  always  that  their  papers  and  cargoes  be 
regular,  and  they  furnish  no  just  cause  to  excite  suspicions,  whether  by  flying 
away,  or  by  resistance,  or  by  an  irregular  course,  or  other  signs  of  correspondence 
with  the  place  blocked  up,  or  with  the  ships  of  the  enemy. 

Art.  II.  When  the  aforesaid  vessels  of  a  neutral  flag  shall  be  destined  with  her 
WH — VOL   III 42 


658  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

cargoes  for  uny  ports  situated  upon  the  Spauisli  coast  in  tbe  straits,  sucli  as  ihoae  of 
Algeziras  or  Tarifa,  they  luust  lie  to  and  wait  the  arrival  of  a  Spanish  vessel,  which 
making  sail  towards  them,  shall  give  them  the  signal,  hy  firing  a  gun,  and  after 
having  received  their  declaration,  shall  escort  them  or  will  point  out  to  them, 
according  to  the  circumstances,  the  way  which  they  ought  strictly  to  pursue  for 
coming  more  readily,  without  any  danger  and  without  giving  cause  of  any  suspic- 
ion, to  the  place  of  their  destination. 

Art.  III.  In  case  the  Spanish  vessels  cruising  in  the  straits,  at  the  entrance  or  the 
outlet,  according  to  the  exigence  of  the  case  or  the  place,  and  conformably  to  the 
orders  with  which  they  may  be  charged,  should  judge  it  necessary  to  convoy  neutral 
vessels  which  are  traversing  the  straits,  or  even  those  which  are  coasting  along 
Africa,  these  neutral  vessels  shall  not  make  opposition  to  submit  to  the  con  v'oy, 
without  going  away  from  it  or  furnishing  reasons  of  suspicion  ;  nevertheless,  as  Ihey 
may  arrive  in  groat  numbers,  and  at  different  tin^eg,  iu  such  manner  that  it  may 
become  prejudicial  to  wait  for  the  time  to  be  convoyed,  and  that,  moreover,  it  winild 
be  extremely  embarrassing  to  escort  each  ship  in  particular,  they  shall  direct  their 
course,  conformably  to  the  first  article,  towards  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  shall  fo/low 
it  until  some  Spanish  vessel,  stationed  or  cruising  in  the  straits,  presents  itself  to 
escort  them  out  of  sight  of  the  place  of  the  enemy  and  its  avenues;  and  to  this  end 
the  vessels  to  which  the  signal  shall  be  given  shall  stop,  as  it  was  said  above,  and 
shall  conform  themselves  to  the  dispositions  made  in  respect  to  them  by  producing, 
without  the  smallest  difliculty  or  resistance,  their  papers,  and  submitting  to  all  that 
which  is  prescribed  by  tlie  treaties  and  the  common  law  of  nations,  to  the  end  to 
prove  the  property  of  ships,  the  legality  of  their  documents,  as  well  as  of  their 
cargoes  and  destination. 

Art.  IV.  When  such  vessels,  under  the  appearance  of  neutrals,  shall  come  out  of 
ports  situated  on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  the  straits  they  shall  be  visited,  and  treated 
according  to  the  nature  of  their  cargo  or  the  suspicious  which  they  shall  have 
excited  of  intentions  to  sail  to  carry  succoi-s  to  Gibraltar,  sjiipposing  always  that  the 
vessels  coming  out  of  the  said  ports  with  the  design  of  going  into  Gibraltar  have  iu 
fact  hoisted  a  neutral  flag  and  abused  it. 

Art.  V.  When  neutral  vessels  shall  not  conform  themselves  to  the  said  disposi- 
tions, in  whole  or  in  part,  in  particular  cases,  they  shall  be  seized  and  carried  into 
port,  where  they  shall  be  declared  good  prize,  with  all  their  effects  and  cargoes,  only 
for  being  loaded  with  provisions,  or  with  those  sorts  of  effects  specified  by  the  article 
fifteen  of  the  regulation  for  armed  vessels,  without  there  being  occasion  for  any  other 
judicial  proof;  and  in  case  that  the  articles  beforementioned  should  not  be  found  on 
board  of  these  vessels,  the  motives  of  their  contravention  of  these  articles  shall  be 
juridically  examined,  and  an  account  of  them  rendered  to  his  majesty  by  the  secretary 
of  state  and  the  department  of  the  marine,  who  shall  afterwards  make  known  the 
resolution  of  his  majesty. 

Art.  VI.  In  case,  independently  of  the  contravention  of  these  articles,  it  should 
be  proved  that  a  vessel  under  a  neutral  flag  should  bo  entered  into  the  place,  or  dis- 
covered going  in  (which  would  manifest  a  visible  and  formal  design  of  going  there) 
without  having  lain  to  or  waited  for  tbe  Spanish  vessel,  which  should  have  pursued 
her  and  made  her  the  signal,  or  should  have  gone  far  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  or, 
finally,  shall  have  separated  herself  from  the  convoy,  she  shall  be  in  all  respects,  both 
in  going  in  and  in  coming  out,  treated  as  an  enemy's  ship,  declared  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  laws  of  war  to  be  a  good  prize,  as  well  as  all  her  cargo,  and  all  the  crew 
shall  be  made  prisoners  of  war;  because  that  in  such  a  case  the  flag  and  documents 
ought  to  be  supposed  false,  the  ship  and  cargo  to  belong  to  the  enemy,  or  that  one  or 
the  other  is  destined  for  his  service. 

Art.  VII.  The  neutral  vessels  which  shall  be  visited  by  the  king's  ships  or  priva- 
teers upon  other  seas  or  coasts  of  the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean,  which  have  no 
communication  with  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  shall  neither  be  stopped  nor  brought 
into  port  except  in  the  cases  specified  by  the  royal  regulation  made  the  10th  of  July, 
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1779,  for  privateers  ;  no  vesati  on  or  violence  shall  be  exercised  against  the  masters 
of  these  ships,  nor  shall  anything  be  taken  away  from  them,  how  small  soever  may 
be  the  value  of  it,  under  the  penalty  established  by  the  said  regulation,  extended 
even  by  article  nineteenth  to  that  of  death,  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case. 

Art.  VIII.  In  case  the  vessels  stopped  by  the  king's  ships  or  privateers  shall  throw 
their  papers  into  the  sea,  and  this  fact  shall  be  juridically  proved,  they  shall,  for 
this  reason  only,  be  declared  good  prize  ;  which  has  been  sufficiently  made  known  by 
the  sixteenth  article  of  the  regulation  for  privateers,  which  treats  of  this  object. 

Art.  IX.  If  it  shall  be  proved  that  in  the  cargoes  of  vessels  stopped  there  should 
be  found  some  effects  the  property  of  the  enemy,  in  such  case,  if  the  captain  shall 
have  declared  it  freely,  the  said  effects  shall  be  unloaded  alone,  the  freight  of  them 
shall  be  paid,  without  retaining  long  the  masters  or  hindering  in  any  manner  their 
navigation,  always  provided,  that  as  far  as  possible  the  said  vessels  shall  not  be  put  in 
a  situation  to  run  any  risk  by  the  taking  out  the  effects  beforementioned ;  a  receipt 
shall  be  given  to  the  captain  for  the  effects  discharged,  of  the  condition  they  were  in, 
as  well  as  the  amount  of  their  freight  as  far  as  the  place  of  their  destination ;  which 
shall  be  proved  by  their  charter-parties  or  documents,  to  the  end  to  be  able  to  be 
satisfied,  what  shall  be  their  due  from  the  commissary  of  the  marine  of  the  first  port 
they  shall  make,  that  of  which  they  shall  give  notice  by  the  way  of  the  ministry,  to 
the  end  that  if  the  receipt  of  which  they  are  the  bearers  has  been  given  them  by  a 
privateer,  the  amount  of  it  may  be  paid  by  the  owners,  and  if  it  has  been  furnished 
them  by  a  king's  ship,  measures  the  most  convenient  in  this  respect  shall  be  taken, 
that  in  case  it  should  be  judged  absolutely  necessary  to  conduct  the  said  vessel  into 
some  port  there  to  discharge  them,  tliey  may  be  indemnified  for  that  which  shall  be 
due  to  them,  by  reason  of  their  freight,  for  so  many  days  as  it  shall  be  judged  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  them  to  take  up,  both  in  going  to  the  said  ports  and  in  return- 
ing ;  but,  nevertheless,  in  case  the  captains  should  conceal  the  effects  the  property 
of  the  enemy,  or  deny  that  they  belong  to  the  enemy,  they  ought  to  be  pursued  jurid- 
ically, and  the  judges  of  the  marine  shall  examine  the  case  and  decide  it,  with  lib- 
erty of  appeal  to  a  council  of  war,  who,  conformably  to  the  usage  of  the  English  tri- 
bunals, shall  declare  lawful  prize  all  these  effects  w^hich  shall  appear  legally  to 
belong  to  an  enemy,  by  means  of  which,  considering  the  concealment  and  the  denial 
of  the  said  effects,  no  account  shall  be  made,  neither  of  the  freight  nor  of  the  days 
lost  to  masters  of  vessels,  since  they  will  have  been  themselves  the  causes  of  the 
delay  occasioned  to  their  navigation. 

Art.  X.  When  in  the  said  case,  or  in  others  similar,  the  ships  of  friends  or  of  neu- 
trals shall  be  stopped  and  brought  into  the  ports,  other  than  those  of  their  destina- 
tion, contrary  to  the  forms  prescribed  or  without  having  given  cause  for  it  by  well- 
founded  reasons,  either  by  the  direction  of  their  course,  or  by  the  state  of  their  papers, 
by  some  resistance  on  their  part,  the  nature  of  their  cargo,  or  by  other  legal  causes, 
foujded  either  on  treaties  or  the  usages  of  nations  universally  adopted,  the  armed 
vessels  which  shall  have  seized  such  vessels  shall  be  condemned  to  make  good  the  lost 
days  as  well  as  the  damages  and  prejudices  caused  to  a  seized  ship  ;  this  condemna- 
tion or  justification  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  same  sentence  which  shall  contain  the 
declarations  of  good  or  bad  prize,  and  to  this  end  they  shall  proceed  with  the  utmost 
dispatch,  without  injuring,  however,  the  privileges  or  principal  points,  whereof  the 
nature  of  the  thing  requires  observance  ;  and  the  decisions,  whether  of  condemnation 
or  acquittal,  ought  to  be  executed  under  sureties,  as  it  is  regulated  for  the  advantage 
of  privateers  ;  and  if  it  happens  that  the  vessels  which  should  have  caused  the  dam- 
age belong  to  the  king,  in  that  case  the  tribunals  or  judges  of  the  marine  shall  give 
notice  of  it  to  the  secretary  of  your  excellency,  sending  to  him  at  the  same  time  justi- 
fying pieces  and  their  opinion,  to  the  end  that  his  majesty  may  ordain  convenient 
damages,  and  what  shall  be  judged  necessary  to  prevent  or  remedy  like  cases  ;  and 
it  is  in  this  sense  that  the  fortieth  and  other  articles  of  the  regulation  for  privateer- 
ing ought  to  be  understood. 
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Art.  XI.  The  sale  of  prizes  and  their  cargoes,  mentioned  by  the  thirty-seventh, 
forty-fourth,  and  other  articles  of  the  royal  ordinance  for  privateering,  shall  be  made 
not  only  after  having  prepared  an  inventory  of  them,  and  in  presence  of  the  masters 
of  the  interested,  or  of  those  -who  are  legally  authorized,  out  also  skillful  persons 
shall  have  previously  made  a  formal  estimate,  in  which  the  causes  of  avarice,  or 
others  iufiueuciug  more  or  lei^s  upon  the  price  of  effects,  shall  be  examined  and  jurid- 
ically proved  in  such  sort,  that  at  all  times  one  may  notoriously  prove  both  the  price 
of  merchandises  taxed  before  the  sale,  and  consequently  the  frauds  which  might 
be  committed  during  the  said  sale,  as  well  as  the  prejudices  that  might  result  from 
them. 

Art.  XII.  The  intention  of  his  majesty  being  that  this  royal  declaration  be  ob- 
served as  making  part  of  his  ordinances  imprinted  and  published  in  all  his  por(s  and 
maritime  places,  the  king  commands  me  to  transmit  it  to  your  excellency  to  have  it 
published  to  this  end,  and  that  yon  see  to  its  punctual  execution,  while,  on  my  part, 
I  thall  communicate  it  to  all  the  ambassadors  and  foreign  ministers  residing  in  this 
court,  U)  the  end  that  each  one  may  give  notice  of  it  to  his  respective  nation. 

Art.  XIII.  In  the  mean  time  his  majesty  requires  your  excellency  to  give  also  the 
necessary  orders  to  the  tribunals  and  counselors  of  the  marine,  that  they  may  expe- 
dite with  the  utmost  diligence  the  processes  begun  relative  to  stopped  vessels  con- 
formably to  the  spirit  of  this  royal  declaration,  which  as  to  the  essentials  agrees  with 
the  precedent  ones  successively  published. 

Thus  I  have  gone,  through  these  lengthy  state  papers,  but  am  under 
fearful  apprehensions  that  Congress  will  find  the  translation  imperfect 
in  some  parts,  for  I  have  not  time  to  revise  it.  I  may  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  that  I  have  sent  many  state  papers  to  Congress  which 
were  originally  in  English,  but  which  1  have  lirst  found  in  the  foreign 
gazettes  and  translated  from  them;  which  will  account  to  Congress  for 
the  diflerence  which  they  will  see  between  some  papers  I  have  sent  and 
the  originals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J,  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Moy  8, 17S0. 

Sir  :  There  is  an  article  of  news  from  The  Hague  of  the  3d  of  May, 
that  they  write  from  Dort  that  the  recruits  of  Anspach  and  of  Han- 
over, in  the  pay  of  England,  are  embarked  there,  and  sailed  from  that 
city  the  day  before  yesterday,  in  order  to  go  to  their  destination. 

There  is  news  also  from  Stockholm  of  the  18th  of  April,  that  the 
ordinance  which  the  college  of  the  admiralty  has  expedited  to  all  the 
agents  and  consuls  who  reside  in  foreign  countries,  relating  to  the  con- 
voys necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  this 
kingdom,  is  as  follows,  dated  Stockholm,  April  1 : 

His  majesty  having  found  it  necessary  to  equip  a  certain  number  of  vessels  of  war 
and  frigates  during  this  year,  to  the  end  to  protect  the  navigation  of  Swedish  mer- 
chants, the  college  of  the  admiralty,  in  consequence,  makes  known  that,  besides  the 
vessels  of  war  which  are  to  jirotect  the  vessels  of  other  nations  destined  for  the  porta 
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of  this  kingdom,  to  the  end  that  no  hostilities  may  be  committed  upon  the  coasts  of 
Sweden,  the  said  college  has  farther  judged  it  necessary  that  some  frigates  ought  to 
serve  as  convoys  to  the  Svredi.sh  ships  which  go  to  navigate  without  the  Baltic  Sea. 
To  this  purpose  the  royal  college  of  the  admiralty  has  judged  proper  to  give  notice 
that  the  road  of  Elsinore  will  be  the  rendezvous  of  all  the  vessels  which  would  take 
advantage  of  the  convoys,  and  which  will  sail  at  four  different  times,  to  wMt : 

The  first  convoy  will  sail  the  29th  of  May  with  the  merchant  vessels  which  may  be 
ready,  under  the  escort  of  the  frigate  the  Zwarle  Oni,  commanded  by  the  Major  Har- 
ald  Chrlstiernin,  who  has  orders  to  conduct  them  by  the  canal  [?]  as  far  as  Cape 
Finisterre,  and  take  all  possible  care  that  the  vessels  arrive  in  safety  in  the  ports  of 
their  destinations,  and  afterward  to  conduct  under  his  convoys  destined  for  the  Med- 
iterranean with  the  same  vigilance  through  the  Strait  of  Gibraltar  as  far  as  the 
latitude  of  Malaga.  The  second  convoy  will  sail  the  14th  of  July,  with  the  frigate 
Hijken,  under  the  command  of  the  Major  and  Chevalier  Samuel  Orrskiold,  who  is  to 
convoy  with  the  same  care  the  merchant  ships  as  far  as  Cape  Finisterre. 

The  third  will  put  to  sea  the  31st  of  August,  under  the  protection  of  the  frigate 
Upland,  commanded  by  the  Major  and  Baron  Solomon  Christian  von  Kokler.  Finally, 
tl:3  fourth  convoy  will  sail  the  30th  of  September,  escorted  by  the  frigates  Soderman- 
lana  and  the  Jaramas,  commanded  by  the  Majors  and  Chevaliers  C.  M.  Wagenfelt  and 
Herns  Frederic  Watchmeister,  who  are  to  convoy  with  the  same  care  the  merchant 
ships  as  far  as  Cape  Finisterre,  and  afterwards  those  which  are  destined  for  Portugal, 
Spain,  and  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  along  the  coast  of  Europe,  as  far  as  Leg- 
horn ;  the  commandant  being  to  consult  with  the  consuls  of  their  nation  where  they 
cruise  during  the  winter  months,  to  the  end  to  protect  the  ships  of  Swedish  subjects 
which  trade  in  the  Mediterranean;  after  which  the  said  frigates  are  to  repair,  toward 
the  middle  of  February,  to  Malaga,  and  make  in  the  latitude  of  that  port  their  cruises 
until  the  end  of  that  month  ;  to  return  after  that,  taking  under  their  convoy  the 
vessels  from  thence  and  those  coming  from  the  Mediterranean  to  reconduct  them 
through  the  channel  into  their  country. 

It  ought  not,  however,  to  be  forgotten,  that  no  merchant  ships  will  be  taken  under 
convoy  but  those  only  which  shall  conform  themselves  to  the  ordinance  royal  of  the 
18th  of  February,  1779,  as  well  as  to  the  neutrality  which  his  majesty  would  main- 
tain with  the  strictest  exactness.  Thus  the  masters  of  Swedish  ships  are  advertised 
by  these  i)resents,  and  it  is  even  enjoined  upon  them,  not  to  carry  any  succors  into 
the  places  or  ports  which  may  be  blocked  by  one  or  another  of  the  powers  now  at 
war. 

Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  this  arrangement,  his  majesty  will  permit,  to  the 
end  that  commerce  may  have  its  course  and  not  be  retarded,  that  liberty  be  given  to 
merchant  ships  to  sail  without  the  said  convoys  according  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  they  may  find  themselves,  as  well  as  the  facility  to  separate  themselves  at  sea 
from  the  king's  ships,  if  their  advantage  requires  it ;  in  which  case  the  masters  of 
ships  shall  be  obliged  to  give  notice  of  it  beforehand  to  the  commanders  of  frigates. 
In  one  word,  the  masters  of  ships  shall  be  hold  to  conform  themselves  to  the  orders 
which  the  chiefs  of  the  convoy  shall  give  them,  and  consequently  to  the  instructions 
which  shall  be  delivered  them. 

Copies  are  circulated  in  Londou  of  the  answer  which  the  court  has 
made  to  the  declaration  of  the  Empress  of  Eussia,  presented  the  1st  of 
April  to  the  ministry  by  M.  de  Simolin,  minister  plenipotentiary.  This 
piece,  which  was  despatched  the  13th  of  April  to  the  Chevalier  Harris, 
envoy  extraordinary  of  his  Britannic  majesty  to  the  court  of  Peters- 
burgh,  is  of  the  following  tenor  : 

Duringthe  whole  course  of  the  war  in  which  the  Kingof  Great  Britain  finds  himself 
engaged  by  the  aggression  of  France  and  Spain,  he  has  manifested  those  sentiments 
of  justice,  of  equity,  and  moderation  which  govern  all  his  proceedings.     His  majesty 
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has  regulated  his  conduct  towards  friendly  and  neutral  powers  according  to  theirs 
towards  him,  conforming  it  to  principles  the  most  clear  and  the  most  generally 
acknowledged  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  is  the  only  law  between  nations  who 
have  no  treaties,  and  to  the  tenor  of  his  different  engagements  with  other  powers; 
which  engagements  have  varied  this  primitive  law  by  mutual  stipulations,  and  have 
varied  it  in  a  great  variety  of  different  manners  according  to  the  will  and  conven- 
ience of  the  contracting  parties.  Strongly  attached  to  her  majesty  the  Empress  of 
all  the  Russias  by  the  ties  of  a  reciprocal  friendship  and  a  common  interest,  the 
king,  from  the  commencement  of  the  troubles,  gave  the  most  determinate  orders 
to  respect  the  flag  of  her  Imperial  majesty  and  the  commerce  of  her  subjects  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  nations  aud  the  tenor  which  he  has  contracted  in  this  treaty  of 
commerce  with  her,  and  which  he  will  fulfill  Avith  the  most  scrupulous  exactness. 
The  orders  on  this  subject  have  been  renewed,  aud  the  execution  of  them  shall  be 
strictly  attended  to.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  they  prevent  all  irregularity  ;  but  if 
it  should  happen  that  there  should  be  the  smallest  violation  of  these  repeated  orders, 
the  tribunals  of  the  admiralty,  which  in  this  country,  as  in  all  others,  are  established  to 
take  cognizance  of  such  matters,  and  which  in  all  casesjudge  solely  by  the  general  law 
of  nations  and  by  the  particular  stipulations  of  different  treaties,  would  redress  the 
injury  in  a  manner  so  equitable,  that  her  Imperial  majesty  would  be  satisfied  entirely 
with  their  decisions,  and  would  acknowledge  in  them  the  same  spirit  of  justice  which 
animates  herself. 

This  is  said  to  be  the  answer  to  the  em])ress,  aud,  to  be  sure,  it  is  com- 
plaisant enough;  but  still  there  is  a  great  question  between  the  king  and 
the  empress  to  be  decided.  The  king  says  that  all  the  ports  of  France 
and  Spain  are  blocked  by  his  fleet.  The  empress  says  that  none  of 
them  are  or  will  be,  but  such  before  which  the  king  may  send  a  number^ 
of  ships  to  guard  the  entrance  into  them  and  make  it  manifestly  dan- 
gerous. She  adds  that  she  has  armed  and  will  arm  to  maintain  this 
construction  of  the  word,  and  invites  all  the  other  maritime  powers  to 
make  a  league  with,  her  in  support  of  this  interpretation;  and  Holland 
lias  already  answered  that  she  agrees  to  it  with  gratitude,  and  all  the 
other  powers  will  answer  the  same.  If  the  king  gives  up  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  word,  there  is  an  end  forever  to  the  naval  superiority  of  Great 
Britain.  If  he  maintains  it,  it  must  be  by  a  war  against  all  the  nations 
that  use  the  seas. 

But  the  government  and  nation  are  not  yet  forsaken  by  their  infatu- 
ation. They  do  not  see  in  the  declaration  of  the  empress  that  she  has 
taken  a  decided  part  against  them.  But  all  the  rest  of  the-  world  see 
that  a  declaration  of  war  against  them  would  not  have  been  a  more 
decisive  indication  of  the  empress' judgment  or  affections. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

P.  S. — There  is  an  article  in  the  Amsterdam  Gazette  of  the  2d  of  May, 
taken  from  The  Hague  [Gazette]  of  the  30th  of  April,  that  "  Mr.  Faucet, 
general  in  the  service  of  the  King  of  England,  has  set  off  from  his  res- 
idence, and  we  learn  from  Dort  that  the  English  vessels  are  at  last 
arrived  there,  and  that  the  recruits  of  Anspach  and  Hauau  will  be  em- 
barked in  a  little  time  to  go  to  America." 

This  Mr.  Faucet  is  the  officer  (they  call  him  general  in  the  papers,  but 
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I  believe  be  is  not  more  than  a  major  or  lieutenant-colonel)  whose  whole 
time  and  service  are  devoted  to  picking-  np  the  recruits  for  the  German 
regiments  in  the  British  service.  He  constantly  fills  all  the  newspapers 
of  Europe  with  his  motions  from  place  to  place,  and  gives  his  accounts 
an  air  of  mystery,  which  leaves  the  world  both  in  Europe  and  America 
to  magnify  the  numbers  he  raises  at  discretion,  or  rather  according  to 
their  imaginations.  But  Congress  may  rely  upon  this,  that  the  service 
is  very  unpopular  and  odious  in  Germany;  that  they  are  put  to  great 
trouble  and  expense  annually  to  raise  the  recruits  whom  they  have 
sent,  who  have  never  been  enough  to  repair  the  breaches,  and  that  this 
year  they  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  last,  and  these  will  arrive 
as  late  as  those  last  year,  aud  iu  all  probability  as  sickly. 

J.  A. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  8, 1780. 

Sir  :  The  English  have  a  faculty  of  deceiving  themselves  which  has 
lost  them  thirteen  colonies,  has  brought  them  into  a  war,  first  with  France 
and  then  with  Spain,  has  nearly  lost  them  In-land,  and  has  at  last  put 
them  in  a  fair  way  of  uniting  all  the  other  maritime  powers  of  Europe 
against  them.     Yet  they  are  still  able  to  deceive  themselves. 

There  is  an  example  of  this  in  The  Hague  Gazette  of  the  1st  of  May 
in  the  article  "  Great  Britain" : 

They  make  here  a  thousand  conjectures  couceraiug  the  declaration  of  this  court  of 
the  17th  of  this  mouth  and  the  consecxncnces  which  may  result  from  it.  The  declara- 
tion of  Russia  does  not  afford  less  matter  of  speculation.  It  is  agreed  that  it  will 
render  the  three  helligerent  powers  verj'  circumspect  in  their  conduct  relative  to  the 
commerce  of  neutral  powers,  but  the  more  moderate  politicians  can  not  persuade 
themselves  that  this  declaration  is  more  hostile  towards  England  than  towards  the 
other  powers  at  war,  although  our  patriots,  as  they  call  themselves,  exert  themselves 
to  give  it  a  turn  as  if  Russia  had  it  iu  view  to  break  with  England. 

Since  the  unfortunate  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  of  America 
the  balance  of  commerce  between  Russia  and  England  has  been,  one  year  with 
another,  more  than  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  favor  of  Russia,  aud 
there  is  also  a  very  considerable  balance  iu  favor  of  the  other  northern  powers.  But 
these  moderate  English  i>oliticiaus  ought  to  consider  whether  this  balance  of  com- 
merce is  enough  to  prevent  a  great  and  able  princess  from  seizing  an  opportunity  of 
distinguishing  her  character  Avith  the  world  and  in  history,  for  wisdom,  equity,  aud 
magnanimity,  by  rendering  to  mankind  a  most  essential  service,  by  introducing  into 
the  law  aud  practice  of  nations  a  reformation  of  those  errors  which  the  English 
chiefly  had  attempted  to  establish;  a  reformation  which  the  interest  and  rights  of 
humanity  so  loudly  and  mauifestly  call  for,  and  by  assisting  in  the  separation  of  the 
New  Worklfrom  the  domination  and  monopoly  of  England,  which  is  also  so  obviously 
for  the  honor,  the  prosperity,  and  the  happiness  of  mankind  in  general.  The  English 
Bhould  further  consider,  whether  this  balance  of  trade  is  likely  to  be  less  in  favor  of 
Russia  for  the  independence  of  America  and  for  thrf  security  which  is  aimed  at  for 
neutral  powers.     All  the  world  out  of  England  sees  that  it  will  not. 
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I  will  couclude  this  letter  by  addiiiy  the  letter  of  Lord  Stormont,  of 
the  17th  of  April,  to  the  Couut  de  Weldereu,  cDVoy  extraordiuary  of 
their  high  mightiuesses : 

The  king  has  always  hoped  that  the  faith  of  treaties  aud  the  ties  of  an  alliance 
■which  has  subsisted  for  more  than  a  century,  as  well  as  those  of  a  reciprocal  friend- 
ship and  a  common  interest,  joined  to  the  evidence  of  the  danger  which  threatens  the 
republic  herself  if  France  and  Spain  accomplish  their  ambitious  designs,  would 
have  induced  their  high  mightinesses  to  assist  his  majesty  to  frustrate  these  design 
by  furnishing  him  the  succors  stipulated  by  treaties  the  most  solemn. 

But  since  their  high  mightinesses  have  adopted  another  system,  as  contrary  to  the 
interests  of  the  republic  as  to  those  of  Great  Britain  ;  since  they  have  not  made  any 
answer  to  the  repeated  demand  of  these  succors,  and  have  not  even  shown  the  least 
intention  to  fulfill  engagements  so  clear  and  so  formal,  his  majesty  has  found  himself 
necessitated  to  execute  his  intentions,  which  have  been  so  clearly  announced  in  the 
memorial  which  his  ambassador  presented  the  21st  of  March  last  and  in  the  verbal 
declaration  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  by  express  order  of  the  king.  As 
you  are  perfectly  informed,  sir,  of  the  sentiments  of  his  majesty,  it  only  remains  for 
me  to  communicate  to  you,  ministerially,  the  order  which  the  king  has  given  in  his 
council,  and  to  pray  you  to  inform  their  high  mightiuesses  of  it.  In  reading  this 
order  j'ou  will  there  see,  sir,  a  particular  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  commercial 
subjects  of  their  high  mightinesses.  The  publication  of  the  memorial  presented  by 
the  ambassador  of  the  king,  as  well  as  that  of  the  verbal  declaration,  will,  without 
doubt,  render  all  further  advertisements  unnecessary.  But  the  king  desires  that 
individuals  should  suiter  as  little  as  possible  from  the  consequences  of  a  system  which 
their  high  mightiuesses  have  adopted,  aud  which  appears  as  opposite  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Dutch  nation  as  it  is  to  the  interests  of  the  republic. 

(Signed)  Stokmont. 

How  confident  these  people  are  that  no  other  nation  of  Europe  under- 
stands its  own  interest.  According  to  them  France,  Spain,  Holland, 
Kussia,  and  the  other  maritime  powers  aud  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica are  all  actiug,  shedding  their  blood,  and  spending  their  money  for 
objects  directly  o])posite  to  their  proper  interests.  But  it  is  much  to 
be  wished  that  the  Euglish,  for  the  sake  of  their  own  preservation,  as 
well  as  the  report  of  mankind,  could  be  brought  to  think  that  other 
nations  understand  their  owu  interests  very  well. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

Paris,  Alay  9,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
to  me  on  the  10th  of  this  month. 

Although  the  writer  of  the  letter,  an  extract  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  enclose  to  you,  may  be  right  in  his  conjectures  that  the  British  ad- 
ministration wish  to  know  more  than  they  do  at  preseut  of  my  seuti- 
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meuts  upon  the  great  subject  of  a  pacification,  yet  I  have  had  too  long 
experience  of  their  principles,  views,  and  tempers,  and  I  know  that  they 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  mine,  for  me  to  expect  that  they  will  di- 
rectly convey  any  proposition  to  me.  When  we  hear  them  affirm  in 
Parliament  that  America  is  upon  the  point  of  returning  to  an  allegiance 
to  the  King  of  England  and  that  they  seriously  believe  that  America 
will  return  to  such  an  allegiance  ;  when  the  members  of  the  opposition, 
even  those  who  are  the  most  inclined  to  peace,  such  as  Mr.  Hartley, 
General  Conway,  etc.,  discover  plainly,  by  their  motions  and  arguments, 
that  their  object  is  a  separate  peace  with  America,  in  order  to  be  the 
better  able  to  gratify  their  revenge  against  France  and  Spain,  I  can 
have  no  expectations  that  they  think  of  applying  to  me,  because  I 
think  they  must  be  convinced  of  this,  at  least,  that  1  shall  make  no 
separate  i)eace.  I  thank  your  excellency,  however,  for  your  sentiments, 
that  I  ought  to  hear  them,  in  case  any  overtures  should  be  made  to  me. 
I  should,  in  such  a  case,  endeavor  to  hear  them  with  decency  and  re- 
spect;  but  it  would  require  much  philosophy  to  hear  with  patience 
such  absurd  and  extravagant  propositions  as  are  published  in  pam- 
phlets and  newspapers  and  made  in  Parliament,  even  by  the  members 
of  the  opposition,  Avho  profess  to  be  most  zealous  for  peace. 

Our  alliance  with  France  is  an  honor  and  a  security  which  have  ever 
been  near  to  my  heart.  After  reflecting  long  upon  the  geographical 
situation  of  the  Old  World  and  the  New,  the  agriculture,  commerce,  and 
political  relations  of  both,  upon  the  connections  and  oppositions  among 
the  nations  of  the  former,  and  the  mutual  wants  and  interests  of  both, 
according  to  such  imperfect  lights  as  I  was  able  to  obtain,  the  result 
has  long  since  been  this,  that  my  country,  in  case  she  should  be  com- 
pelled to  break  off  from  Great  Britain,  would  have  more  just  reasons 
to  depend  upon  a  recii)rocity  of  the  good  offices  of  friendship  from 
France,  Spain,  and  the  other  sovereigns,  who  are  usually  in  their  sys- 
tem, than  upon  those  in  the  opposite  scale  of  the  balance  of  power.  I 
have  ever  thought  it,  therefore,  a  natural  alliance,  and  contended  for  it 
as  a  rock  of  defense. 

This  object  I  pursued  in  Congress  with  persevering  assiduity  for 
more  than  a  year  in  opposition  to  other  gentlemen  of  much  greater 
name  and  abilities  than  mine,  and  I  had  at  length  the  satisfaction  to 
find  my  countrymen  very  generally  fall  in  with  the  same  sentiment,  and 
the  honor  to  be  appointed  to  draw  the  first  treaty  which  was  sent  to 
this  court.  These  facts  have  been  well  known  in  America  even  to  the 
tories,  and  the  utility  and  importance  of  this  alliance  being  known  to 
be  deeply  imprinted  in  my  mind  and  heart,  1  suppose  was  a  principal 
cause  why  the  present  trust  was  confided  to  me  by  my  countrymen. 
These  facts,  although  they  may  have  been  unknown  in  France,  yet  hav- 
ing been  known  to  the  tories  in  America,  I  can  not  suppose  they  are 
ignorant  of  them  at  the  court  of  St.  James;  I  therefore  think  that 
neither  the  administration  nor  opposition  in  England  will  ever  think  of 
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ai)plying  to  me  uutil  they  are  brought  into  such  a  situation  as  shall 
compel  them  to  sue  for  peace  with  all  the  powers  at  war,  which,  to  be 
sure,  does  not  appear  to  be  the  case  at  present,  nor  likely  to  be  at  least 
before  the  end  of  this  campaign  ;  nor  then  either,  without  some  notable 
good  fortune  on  the  part  of  the  allies  iu  the  i^rogress  of  the  war. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to   Genet.* 

Paris,  Mmj  9,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  your  note  of  yesterday  and  the  papers 
enclosed. 

The  proposals  for  a  general  pacification  by  the  Dean  of  Gloucester, 
whether  they  were  written  by  him  or  by  another,  were  probably  in- 
tended to  feel  the  pulse  of  France,  or  Spain,  or  America.  Nay,  it  is 
not  impossible  that  they  might  be  intended  to  sound  even  so  inconsid- 
erable a  portion  of  existence  as  Mr.  John  Adams.  But  it  must  be  some- 
thing rather  more  plausibly  written,  something  a  little  more  consonant 
to  reason  and  to  common  sense,  which  will  draw  out  of  Mr.  Adams  his 
sentiments  on  the  great  work  of  pacification,  if  ever  he  should  enter 
into  any  detail  upon  this  subject  before  general  conferences  take  place, 
which  he  at  present  believes  he  shall  not  do. 

Concealing,  however,  my  name,  you  may  take  these  few  observations 
upon  these  proposals : 

(1)  England  may  be  heartily  sick  of  the  imprudent  part  she  has 
taken.  This  point  I  shall  not  dispute  with  the  Dean  of  Gloucester. 
Yet  1  wish  she  would  give  some  better  proof  of  it  than  she  has  done 
hitherto.  But  of  Americans  I  can  speak  with  confidence  and  certainty; 
and  so  far  from  being  sick  of  the  part  they  have  taken,  they  look  upon 
the  past  madness  of  Great  Britain,  which  has  compelled  them  to  over- 
come all  the  prejudices  and  weak  passions  which  heretofore  bound  them 
to  her  and  to  become  independent,  as  the  greatest  blessing  which 
Providence  ever  bestowed  upon  them  from  the  first  plantation  in  the 
New  World.  They  look  upon  it  that  a  council  of  the  wisest  statesmen 
and  legislators,  consulting  together  on  the  best  means  of  rendering 
America  happy,  free,  and  great,  could  not  have  discovered  and  digested 
a  system  so  perfectly  adapted  to  that  end  as  the  one  which  the  folly 
and  wickedness  of  Great  Britain  has  contrived  for  them.  They  not 
only  see  and  feel  and  rejoice  in  the  amelioration  of  their  forms  of  gov- 
ernment, but  in  the  improvement  of  their  agriculture  and  their  manu- 
factures, and  in  the  discovery  that  all  the  omnipotence  of  British  fleets 
has  not  been  able  to  prevent  their  commerce,  which  is  opening  and  ex- 
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tending  every  year,  as  their  ijopulation  is  increasing  in  the  midst  of  the 
war. 

(2)  To  suppose  that  France  is  sick  of  the  part  she  has  taken  is  to 
suppose  her  to  be  sick  of  that  conduct  which  has  procured  her  more 
respect  and  consideration  in  Europe  thau  any  step  she  ever  took.  It 
is  to  suppose  her  sick  of  that  system  which  enabled  her  to  negotiate 
the  peace  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  as  well  as  the  peace 
of  Teschen  ;  that  system  which  has  enabled  her  to  unite  in  sentiment 
and  affection  all  the  maritime  powers — even  the  United  Provinces — in 
her  favor  and  against  England.  It  is  to  suppose  her  sick  of  that  sys- 
tem which  has  broken  off  from  her  rival  and  natural  enemy  the  most 
solid  part  of  his  strength  ;  a  strength  that  had  become  so  terrible  to 
France  and  would  have  been  so  fatal  to  her.     I  do  not  mean  to  enlarge. 

As  to  the  propositions  themselves,  it  would  be  wasting  time  to 
consider  them.  Of  all  the  malicious  plaus  of  the  Eoglish  against 
America  none  has  ever  been  more  so  than  this.  It  is  calculated  only 
to  make  America  the  sport  of  Britain  in  future — to  put  it  in  her 
power  to  be  forever  fomenting  quarrels  and  wars  ;  and  I  am  well  per- 
suaded that  America  would  sooner  vote  for  a  hundred  years'  war. 

I  may  be  thought  again  too  sanguine.   I  have  been  too  sanguine  these 
twenty  years,  constantly  too  sanguine,  yet  eternally  right. 
Adieu. 

John  Adams. 

P.  S. — I  do  not  see  Captain  Waters'  engagement  get  in  any  of  the 
papers.  I  would  have  sent  it  to  England  and  Holland  for  publication 
if  I  had  known  it  could  not  be  printed  here. 

J.  A. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  3iay  9,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  proposals  for  a  general 
pacification  by  the  Dean  of  Gloucester  : 

PROPOSALS   TO   THE     ENGLISH,    AMERICANS,   FRENCH,    AND    SPANIARDS,    NOW   AT   WAR. 

First.  That  Great  Britain  shall  retain  Newfoundland,  with  the  desert  coasts  of 
Labrador ;  also  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  country  bordering  on  the  Bay  of 
Fnndy  as  far  as  the  bay  and  river  of  Penobscot. 

Secondly.  That  all  the  country  from  the  Penobscot  River  to  the  river  Connecticut, 
containing  almost  all  the  four  populous  provinces  of  New  England,  shall  be  ceded  to 
the  Americans. 

Thirdly.  That  all  the  country  from  the  Connecticut  to  the  river  Delaware,  contain- 
ing the  whole  of  New  York,  Long  'Island,  and  the  Jerseys,  with  some  parts  of  two 
other  provinces  indenting  with  them,  shall  return  to  Great  Britain, 

Fourthly.  That  all  the  country  from  the  Delaware  to  the  northern  boundary  of 
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South  Caroliua,  containing  the  greatest  part  of  Pennsylvania,  all  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  shall  be  ceded  to  the  Aiuericaus. 

Fifthly.  That  all  the  country  from  the  northern  boundary  of  South  Carolina  to  the 
extreme  point  of  the  eastern  Florida,  containing  three  whole  provinces,  shall  be  re- 
tained  by  Great  Britain. 

Sixthly.  The  west  Florida,  chiefly  barren  sand,  and  the  fortress  of  Gibraltar  (to- 
tally useless)  shall  be  coded  to  Spain,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  punctilio  of  that  nation, 
and  that  the  Spaniards  shall  give  Porto  Rico  in  exchange,  an  island  on  which  they 
seem  to  set  no  value  aud  which  indeed  is  of  no  use  to  them,  though  large  in  itself, 
stored  with  good  ports,  well  situated,  and  capable  (in  the  hands  of  the  English)  of 
great  improvements. 

Seventhly.  Lastly,  that  the  English  shall  give  up  the  conquests  they  have  made 
on  the  French  in  the  East  Indies,  who  shall  do  the  like  to  the  English  in  the  West 
Indies, 

I  sliall  make  no  remarks  upon  this  plan  ;  but  there  is  no  Englishmau 
who  thinks  of  a  wiser,  or  at  least  who  dares  propose  one.  All  who 
talk  of  propositions  throw  out  something  as  absurd  and  idle  as  this, 
which  will  convince  Congress  that  we  shall  have  no  peace  for  some 
time. 

The  French  armament  which  sailed  from  Brest  the  2d  of  May,  under 
the  command  of  M.  de  Rochambeau.ot  the  troops,  and  M.  de  Ternay,  of 
the  fleet,  and  the  armament  from  Cadiz  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line, 
besides  frigates  and  other  armed  vessels,  with  eleven  thousand  five 
hundred  land  forces,  with  a  fine  train  of  artillery,  which  were  to  sail 
about  the  same  time  or  earlier,  both  destined  for  America,  as  it  is  sup- 
posed, will,  I  hope,  bring  the  English  to  think  of  some  plan  a  little 
more  rational. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  10,  1780. 

Sir:  On  the  19th  of  April  Mr.  Giattan,  in  the  house  of  commons  of 
Ireland,  moved  a  resolution  "  that  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty, 
lords,  aud  commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only  powers  competent  to  make 
laws  to  biud  this  kingdom."    Mr.  Stewart  seconded  the  motion. 

The  attorney-general  moved  an  amendment,  to  adjourn  the  question 
until  the  1st  day  of  September  next. 

Mr.  Burgh  moved  another  amendment,  "  that  there  being  an  equal 
resolution  on  the  books  (in  the  journals  in  the  month  of  July,  1641) 
with  the  one  now  moved,  that  the  same  may  be,  for  that  reason,  ad- 
journed to  the  1st  day  of  September  next." 

The  house  divided  at  a  late  hour  on  the  original  amendment,  when 
there  appeared— ayes,  97  ;  noes,  136;  majority,  39. 

Thus  the  house  of  commons  have  refused  to  pursue  the  sense  of  the 
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people;  but  tbese  are  so  unanimous  and  so  determined,  that  no  magis- 
trate will  venture  to  execute  any  act  of  the  English  Parliament. 
Philip  and  Mary  4,  chapter  4,  thus  explains  Poyning's  law  : 

And  this  act  of  the  10th  of  Henry  the  Seventh  shall  be  expounded  and  taken  asfol- 
loweth,  that  is  to  say  :  That  no  parliament  be  holden  or  sammoued  within  this  realm 
of  Ireland  until  the  lieutenant,  chief  governor,  or  governors,  and  the  council  of  Ire- 
land shall  have  certified  the  king  and  queen's  majesties,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
under  the  great  seal  of  the  realm,  the  considerations,  causes,  and  articles  of  such  acts 
as  by  them  shall  be  thought  meet  to  be  enacted  and  passed  here  by  parliament,  and 
shall  also  have  received  again  their  majesties'  answer,  under  the  great  seal  of  Eng- 
land, declaring  their  pleasure,  either  for  the  passing  of  the  said  acts  in  such  form  as 
they  should  bo  sent  into  England,  or  else  the  alteration  of  them  or  any  part  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  2.  After  such  return  made,  and  after  license  and  authority  to  summon  a  par- 
liament witliin  the  said  realm  of  Ireland,  granted  under  the  great  seal  of  England 
unto  the  said  lieutenant  or  chief  governors  of  the  same  realm,  the  same  lieutenant, 
chief  governor,  or  governors  may  summon  and  hold  a  parliament  for  passing  and 
ao'reeing  upon  such  acts,  and  no  other,  as  shall  be  so  returned  under  the  great  seal  of 
England. 

Six  of  George  I,  chapter  5,  section  1. 

The  kingdom  of  Ireland  has  been,  is,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  subordinate  unto 
and  dependent  upon  the  imperial  crown  of  Great  Britain  as  being  inseparably  united 
and  annexed  thereunto;  aud  the  king,  with  the  consent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament,  hath  power  to  make  laws  of  sutBcient  force  to  bind 
the  kingdom  aud  people  of  Ireland. 

Sec.  2.  The  house  of  lords  of  Ireland  have  not,  nor  of  right  ought  to  have,  any 
jurisdiction  to  judge  of,  atfirm,  or  reverse  any  judgment  or  decree  made  in  any  court 
within  the  said  kingdom;  and  all  proceedings  before  the  said  house  of  lords  upon 
any  such  judgment  or  decree  are  void. 

These  are  the  political  shackles  which  the  people  of  Ireland  are  en- 
deavoring to  shake  off,  and  if  the  war  continues  long  they  will  succeed, 
otherwise  not  entirely,  although  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament 
will  undoubtedly  be  much  weakened. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  "Williams.* 

Passy,  May  10,  1780. 

Dear  Jonathan  :  I  received  yours  of  the  18th  past  and  6th  instant, 
and  approve  of  the  steps  you  have  hitherto  taken  to  despatch  the  goods. 
It  grieves  me  to  understand  that  the  ships  from  Brest  could  not  take 
them.  At  this  distance  from  the  ports,  and  unacquainted  as  I  am  with 
such  afi'airs,  I  know  not  what  to  advise  about  getting  either  that  cloth- 
ing or  the  small  arms  and  powder  at  L'Orient  or  the  cloth  of  Mr.  Eoss 
transported  to  America  ;  and  yet  everybody  writes  to  me  for  orders,  or 
advice,  or  opinion,  or  approbation,  which  is  like  calling  upon  a  blind 
man  to  judge  of  colors.     I  know  those  things  are  all  wanted  in  Amer- 
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ica;  I  am  distressed  much  with  the  thought  of  a  disappointment;  and 
M.  de  Chaumout,  the  only  person  here  whom  I  coukl  rely  on  for  counsel, 
has  been  ill  these  three  weeks  and  incapable  of  attending  to  any  busi- 
ness. I  must  therefore  desire  you  to  find  out  some  good  means  of  con- 
veying all  these  goods,  and  execute  it  in  the  best  manner  you  can  and 
with  all  possible  expedition.  If  you  freight  a  vessel,  try  to  get  her  away 
under  convoy  of  the  Alliance;  but  if  that  can  not  be  done,  she  must 
wait  for  some  other  convoy. 

I  am  ever,  your  affectionate  uncle. 

For  what  concerns  Mr.  Ross'  cloth,  I  must  leave  that  to  his  discre- 
tion, having  really  nothing  to  do  with  it.  But  it  may  be  well  that  you 
should  consult  together. 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.* 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  May  10,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  owe  you  thanks  for  the  different  communications  which  you 
have  been  so  good  as  to  make  to  me.  If  the  views  contained  in  the 
letter  which  you  have  confided  to  me  are  exact,  you  ought  not  to  delay 
in  obtaining  a  proof;  and,  in  such  case,  it  would  be  expedient  for  you 
to  ascertain  what  overtures  it  is  expected  you  will  make.  I  think  you 
should  not  refuse  to  listen  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of   Congress.t 

Paris,  May  IJ,  1780. 
Sir:  On  Monday,  the  1st  of  May,  Mr.  David  Hartley  explaiued 
what  was  the  substance  of  his  intended  motion  for  Friday  respecting 
the  state  of  the  war.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  moved  for  a  copy 
of  the  French  memorial  entitled  Observations  on  the  justifying  memorial 
of  Great  Britain,  which  contains  many  points  of  serious  information 
respecting  France,  Spain,  and  America.  He  then  read  to  the  House 
the  three  following  motions  ;  the  first  of  which,  originating  in  the  county 
of  York,  is  to  be  made  jointly  by  Mr.  Hartley  and  his  friend  Sir  George 
Saville  : 

(1)  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the  prosecution  of  an  offensive  war  in 
America  is  most  evidently  a  measure  which,  by  employing  our  great  and  enormously 
expensive  military  operations  against  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  prevents  this 
from  exerting  its  united,  vigorous,  and  firm  efforts  against  the  powers  of  France  and 
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Spain,  and  has  uo  other  effect  upon  America  than  to  continue,  and  thereby  increase, 
the  enmity  which  has  so  long  subsisted  between  the  arms  of  both,  can  be  productive 
of  no  good  whatever,  hut,  by  preventing  conciliation,  threatens  the  accomplishment 
of  the  final  ruin  of  the  British  empire. 

(2)  That  an  address  be  presented  to  his  majesty,  stating  the  matter  of  the  foregoing 
resolution,  and  entreating  him  to  concur  therewith ;  representing,  at  the  same  time, 
that  they  think  that  they  should  betray  his  majesty  and  their  constituents  if  they 
did  not  distinctly  state  to  his  majesty  that  nothing  less  than  a  total  change  of  coun- 
cils, proceeding  from  the  conviction  of  past  errors,  can  prevent  the  consummation  of 
public  ruin;  but  at  tbe  same  time  to  express  their  fullest  confidence  that,  with  a 
speedy  and  fundamental  reformation  of  councils,  under  a  prudent  and  vigilant  ad- 
ministration, they  shall  be  enabled  to  maintain  the  honor  and  dignity  of  this  country 
against  any  confederacy  of  France  and  Spain,  and  to  eft'ect  a  reconciliation  with 
America  upou  beneficial,  just,  and  honorable  terms. 

(3)  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  euable  his  majesty  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners with  sufficient  power  to  treat,  consult,  and  finally  agree  upon  the  means  of 
restoring  peace  with  the  provinces  in  North  America. 

After  which  General  Conway  rose  to  declare  that  he  had  a  bill  to 
propose  on  the  subject  of  the  American  war,  which  he  would  lay  before 
the  house  tomorrow.  He  gave  a  general  hint  of  the  ideas  he  enter- 
tained on  this  subject.  He  thought  that  Parliament  ought  to  come  to 
some  resolutions  to  agree  on  certain  propositions,  which  should  be  held 
out  to  the  Americans  as  the  foundation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation. 

I  shall  give  an  account  of  the  debates  and  decisions  on  the  motions 
when  the  papers  arrive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergenues  to  Franklin.* 

[Translation.  ] 

Versailles,  May  11, 1780. 
Sir  :  The  Baron  de  Goltz  has  warmly  entreated  me  to  recommend  to 
you  the  Baron  d'Arendt,  a  Prussian  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  I  the  more  readily  acquiesce  in  satisfying  his  demand,  as  you 
will  certainly  take  a  pleasure  in  obliging  this  minister  as  far  as  in  your 
power. 

The  Baron  d'Arendt  will  himself  explain  the  different  matters  in 
which  he  thinks  he  wants  your  aid  with  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  great  sinceritj^,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 
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"Washington  to  Luaerne.  * 

MoRRiSTOWN,  May  11,  1780. 

Sir:  The  attentions  and  honors  paid  toM.de  Miralles  t  after  his 
death  were  a  tribute  due  to  his  character  and  merit,  and  dictated  by 
the  sincere  esteem  which  I  always  felt  for  him. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  excellency  for  your  intention  of  sending 
me  a  detail  of  the  laud  and  sea  forces  arrived  at  Martinique,  which  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  you  was  forgotten  to  be  enclosed  in  your  letter. 

You  will  participate  in  the  joy  I  feel  at  the  arrival  of  the  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette.  No  event  could  have  given  me  greater  pleasure  on  a  per- 
sonal account,  and  motives  of  public  utility  conspire  to  make  it  agreea- 
able.  He  will  shortly  have  the  honor  to  wait  upon  your  excellency, 
and  impart  matters  of  the  greatest  moment  to  these  States.  He  an- 
nounces a  fresh  and  striking  instance  of  the  friendship  of  your  court, 
and  which  can  not  fail  to  contribute  greatly  to  perpetuate  the  gratitude 
of  this  country. 

I  am  always  happy  to  repeat  to  you  the  sentiments  of  respect  and 
inviolable  attachment  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

George  Washington. 


J.  Adams  to  Carmichael.i 


Paris,  May  12,  1780. 

Sir  :  1  had  two  days  ago  the  favor  of  yours  without  date,  and  thank 
you  for  the  history  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  whose  memoirs  would  be 
sufficient  to  put  me  upon  my  guard  if  I  knew  no  more  of  him.  He  has 
seen  the  imperial  ambassador.  Pray  do  you  discover  any  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  Austrian  family  where  you  are  ?  The  old  rivalry  between 
that  and  Bourbon,  the  old  friendship  and  alliance  with  England  ?  The 
new  eclat  and  power  of  an  old  enemy  and  the  declining  forces  of  an  old 
friend  are  circumstances  that  can  not  escape  the  notice  of  the  sensible 
and  aspiring  chief  of  that  great  house.  The  family  alliance  with  France 
is  a  lucky  circumstance  at  this  time. 

I  have  received  a  few  journals  by  the  way  of  Amsterdam.  Young 
Colonel  Laurens  has  refused  to  come  to  Europe;  I  suppose  smitten 
with  the  charms  of  military  glory  and  foreseeing  the  war  was  turning 
to  his  town.  You  will  see  in  the  public  papers  before  this  reaches  you 
all  the  news  from  America  ;  we  are  waiting  with  no  small  anxiety  the 
arrival  of  news  from  Charleston.  De  Teruay  sailed  the  2d,  and  we 
hope  soon  to  have  the  news  that  the  armament  from  Cadiz  is  sailed.  De 
Rochambeau  is  too  weak,  wherever  he  is  gone  5  he  should  have  had  more 
force.  The  Spanish  force  is  very  great,  but  would  it  not  be  better  policy 
both  for  France  and  Spain  to  send  more  ships  and  fewer  troops  ?    The 
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British  possessions  in  America,  both  upon  the  continent  and  the  islands, 
depend  upon  the  sea  for  their  existence.  According  to  the  bull  in  the 
English  play,  "  the  strongest  ground,  or  the  only  ground,  they  stand 
upon  is  the  ocean."  By  a  decided  superiority  of  naval  force  upon  the 
American  coasts  and  among  the  islands,  under  active,  vigilant,  and  en- 
terprising commanders,  who  will  not  think  it  beneath  them  to  cruise  for 
and  watch  the  motions  of  transports  and  merchantmen,  the  trade  of 
America  and  the  islands  would  flourish  and  the  supplies  of  the  English 
be  totally  cut  off.  A  few  French  or  Spanish  men-of-war  cruising  in  the 
Massachusstts  Bay,  a  few  more  lying  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Khode 
Island  and  cruising  occasionally,  a  few  more  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware,  a  few  more  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  say  three  ships  and  three 
frigates  in  each,  this  would  make  twelve  ships  of  the  line  and  twelve 
frigates.  These  would,  by  cruising  themselves  occasionally  and  giving 
full  scope  to  our  privateers,  more  certainly  ruin  the  British  power  than 
four  times  that  force  in  Europe.  But  suppose  there  was  only  one  ship 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates  stationed  in  each,  this  would  be  only  four 
ships  and  eight  frigates  ;  these  woul.l  either  totally  destroy  the  British 
army  in  America  by  starving  it,  or  compel  the  English  to  keep  more 
than  double  their  number  on  the  North  American  station.  This  would 
weaken  them  so  much  in  the  West  India  Islands  that  the  French  and 
Spanish  forces  there  woidd  do  whatever  they  pleased. 

1  know  not  the  reason  of  it,  but  the  English  do  not  vseem  to  take  Spain 
into  their  account  at  all.  They  make  their  calculations  to  equal  or  excel 
the  French  a  little,  but  reckon  the  Spaniards  for  nothing.  A  very  little 
activity  on  the  part  of  these  would  terrify  the  English  beyond  measure. 
I  suppose,  but  it  is  only  conjecture,  that  the  Floridas  are  the  object  of 
the  force  from  Cadiz.  Gibraltar  occupies  another  Immense  force.  These 
forces,  however,  or  the  amount  of  their  expenses  employed  in  the  Amer- 
ican seas  and  kei)t  constantly  in  motion,  would  more  certainly  ruin  the 
whole  British  i)ower,  and  consequently  more  certainly  obtain  the  Flor- 
idas, Gibraltar,  or  whatever  else  is  aimed  at,  than  direct  attacks  upon 
those  places.  Attacking  these  places  is  endeavoring  to  lop  off  single 
limbs;  securing  the  dominion  of  the  American  seas  is  laying  the  ax  to 
the  root  of  the  tree.  But  enough  of  my  small  politics. 
Adieu. 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Jay.* 

Paris,  May  13,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  had  two  days  ago  the  pleasure  of  yours  of  the  26th  of 
April,  and  am  very  happy  to  have  at  last  received  from  your  hand  an 
account  of  your  safe  arrival  in  Madrid. 
The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  is  allowed  to  be  a  man  of  ability,  but 
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somehow  or  other  there  is  soraethiug  in  the  European  understanding 
dift'erent  from  those  we  have  been  used  to.  Men  of  the  greatest  abilities 
and  the  most  experience  are  with  great  difBculty  brought  to  see  what 
appears  to  us  as  clear  as  day.  It  is  habit,  it  is  education,  prejudice,  what 
you  will,  but  so  it  is. 

I  can  state  a  very  short  argument  that  api)ears  to  me  a  demonstra- 
tion upon  French  and  Spanish  jirinciples  alone,  that  it  is  more  for 
their  interest  to  employ  their  naval  force  in  America  than  in  Europe ; 
yet  it  is  in  vain  that  you  state  this  to  a  minister  of  state.  He  can  not 
see  it  or  feel  it,  at  least  in  its  full  force,  until  the  proper  i)oint  of  time 
is  past  and  it  is  too  late.  So  I  think  it  may  be  demonstrated  that  it  is 
the  interest  of  France  and  Spain  to  furnish  America  with  a  handsome 
loan  of  money,  or  even  to  grant  her  subsidies ;  because  a  sum  of 
money  thus  expended  would  advance  the  common  cause  and  even  their 
particular  interests  by  enabling  the  Americans  to  make  greater  exer- 
tions than  the  same  sums  employed  in  any  other  way.  But  it  is  in  vain 
to  reason  in  this  manner  with  a  European  minister  of  state.  He  can 
not  understand  you.  It  is  not  within  the  compass  of  those  ideas  which 
he  has  been  accustomed  to. 

I  am  happy,  however,  that  at  length  we  have  a  minister  at  Madrid  ;,  I 
am  persuaded  that  this  will  contribute  vastly  to  opening  the  eyes  both 
of  France  and  Spain.  I  shall  be  always  obliged  to  you  for  intelligence, 
especially  concerning  your  progress  in  your  affair. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  servant, 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Parls,  3Iay  13,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  answer  of  the  King  of  France  to  the  declaration  of  the 
Empress  of  Russia  is  as  follows,  dated  April  25,  1780. 

The  war  in  which  the  king  finds  himself  engaged  having  no  other  object  than  the 
attachment  of  his  majesty  to  tbe  priuciples  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  he  could  not  but 
see  with  a  true  satisfaction  the  Empress  of  Russia  adopt  this  same  principle,  and  show 
herself  resolved  to  maintain  it.  That  which  her  Imperial  majesty  requires  of  the 
belligerent  powers  is  nothing  more  than  the  rules  already  prescribed  to  the  French 
marine,  the  execution  of  which  is  supported  with  an  exactness  that  is  known  and 
applauded  by  all  Europe. 

The  liberty  of  neutral  vessels  restrained  in  a  small  number  of  cases  only  is  a  direct 
consequence  of  the  law  of  nature,  the  safeguard  of  nations,  the  solace  even  of  those 
who  are  al'tiicted  with  the  scourge  of  war ;  thus  the  king  has  desired  to  procure  not 
only  to  the  subjects  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  but  to  tbose  of  all  the  States  who  have 
embraced  a  neutrality,  the  liberty  of  navigating  upon  the  same  conditions  which 
are  announced  in  the  declaration  to  which  his  majesty  answers  this  day. 

He  thinks  he  has  made  a  great  step  towards  the  general  good,  and  prepared  an 
epoch  glorious  to  bis  reign  in  fixing  by  his  example  tbe  rights  which  every  belliger- 
ent power  may  and  ought  to  acknowledge  to  be  acquired  to  neutral  vessels.     His 
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hope  has  not  deceived  him,  since  the  empress,  in  determining  on  the  most  exact  neu- 
trality, has  declared  herself  for  the  system  which  the  king  supports  at  the  expense 
of  the  blood  of  his  people,  and  since  she  demands  the  rights  which  his  majesty  would 
make  the  basis  of  the  maritime  code.  If  there  were  occasions  for  fresh  orders  whereby 
the  vessels  of  her  Imperial  majesty  should  have  no  room  to  fear  being  disturbed  in 
their  negotiation  by  the  subjects  of  the  king,  his  majesty  would  make  haste  to  give 
them ;  but  the  empress  will,  no  doubt,  repose  herself  upon  the  dispositions  of  his 
majesty  contained  in  the  regulations  which  he  has  published.  They  are  not  accom- 
modated to  present  circumstances,  they  are  founded  upon  the  law  of  nations,  and 
they  are  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  prince  sufficiently  happy  to  find  always 
in  the  general  prosperity  the  measure  of  that  of  his  own  kingdom.  The  king  wishes 
that  her  Imperial  majesty  would  add  to  the  means  which  she  may  take  to  fix  the 
nature  of  merchandises,  the  commerce  of  which  is  reputed  contraband  in  time  of  war, 
precise  rules  concerning  the  form  of  sea  papers  with  which  the  Russian  vessels  shall 
be  furnished. 

With  this  precaution  his  majesty  is  assured  that  no  incident  will  arise  which  will 
occasion  any  regret  in  any  of  the  parties  concerned  at  the  measures  taken  for  render- 
ing the  condition  of  Russian  vessels  as  advantageous  as  possible  in  time  of  war. 
Happy  circumstances  have  already  more  than  once  put  the  two  courts  in  a  situation 
to  experience  of  how  much  importance  it  was  that  they  should  explain  themselves 
with  openness  upon  their  interests  respectively. 

His  majesty  felicitates  himself  upon  having  an  opportunity  to  express  to  her  Im- 
perial majesty  his  manner  of  thinking  upon  a  point  interesting  to  Russia  and  the 
commercial  powers  of  Europe.  His  majesty  applauds  so  much  the  more  sincerely  the 
principles  and  views  which  direct  the  empress,  as  his  majesty  enjoys  in  common  with 
her  the  same  sentiment  which  has  prompted  this  princess  to  measures  from  whence 
must  result  equal  advantages  to  their  subjects  and  to  all  nations. 

]S[o  State  paper  that  I  have  seen  this  war  has  struck  rae  more  forcibly 
tliaa  this.  The  simplicity,  openness,  sincerity,  and  truth  of  it  form  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  dissimulation  and  insincerity  which  are  so 
grossly  remarkable  in  the  answer  of  the  court  of  St.  James  to  the  same 
declaration.  The  one  is  perfectly  becoming  the  character  of  an  august 
king,  the  other  is  what  I  shall  leave  others  to  name. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

[Postscript.] 

Copenhagen,  April  29. — There  have  arrived  here  within  a  little  time  several  couriers 
from  Petersburgh,  some  of  whom  have  been  sent  back,  and  others  have  continued 
their  route  for  Holland,  France,  etc.  Since  the  arrival  of  the  last,  it  is  thought  that 
our  court  has  acceded  to  a  project  of  an  armed  neutrality,  and  that  it  has  already 
agreed  with  that  of  Russia  upon  the  equipments  to  be  made  for  this  purpose;  at  least 
orders  have  been  given  to  arm  as  soon  as  possible  two  ships  of  the  line — the  Princess 
Sophia  Fredericka,  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  the  Danehrog,  of  sixty.  These  ships, 
commanded  by  Kricger  and  Ellebracht,  will  go  out  into  the  road  immediately.  The 
government  have  determined  not  to  keep  the  fleet  stationed  at  Fredericksham,  as  it 
has  been  for  five  years  past ;  and  the  Vice-Admiral  Fischer,  who  commanded  there, 
having  been  recalled,  will  be  relieved  only  by  a  captain. 

The  following  orders  have  been  given  by  the  King  of  England : 

Whereas,  after  our  order  in  council  of  the  17th  of  April,  1780,  the  several  treaties 
which  granted  particular  privileges  to  the  subjects  of  the  States-General  of  the  United 
Provinces  relative  to  their  commerce  and  navigation  in  time  of  war  are  suspended, 
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and  the  subjects  of  the  States- General  onght  to  be  considered  upon  the  same  footinj 
with  other  neutral  states  not  privileged  by  treaties  nntil  it  shall  please  ns  formally  t( 
signify  the  contrary,  the  commanders  of  our  vessels  of  war,  and  those  of  all  ships  and 
vessels  of  war  which  have  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals,  are  authorized  by  these 
presents  and  required  to  seize  and  detain  all  ships  aud  vessels  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects of  the  States-General  when  they  shall  be  fouud  to  have  on  board  any  eftects  be- 
longing to  the  enemies  of  his  majesty,  or  eftects  which  are  considered  as  contraband 
by  the  general  'aw  of  nations. 

The  declaration  made  to  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces 
by  the  conrt  of  St.  James  has  been  followed  by  prompt  effects.  The 
privateer  the  Neptune  has  carried  into  Margate  the  Grede  Vizwagten, 
going  from  Amsterdam  to  Nantes  with  a  load  of  pitch  and  tar.  This 
is  the  fifth  vessel  taken  from  the  Ilollanders  by  the  5th  of  May  in  con- 
sequence of  this  declaration,  which  makes  so  much  noise. 

J.  A. 


J,  Adams  to  Digges.* 

May  13,  1780. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  one  of  14th  of  April  and  one  of  2d  of  May. 
The  parcels  have  not  yet  been  seen  nor  heard  of;  you  may  stop  the 
London  Evening  Post  and  the  London  Packet  for  the  future ;  but  send 
on  the  Courant,  if  you  please.  I  have  not  yet  received  the  debate  on 
Conway's  motion ;  I  have  seen  the  paper  and  read  the  debate.  It  is  the 
scene  of  the  goddess  in  the  Dunciad,  reading  Blackmore  to  her  children. 
The  commons  are  yawning,  while  the  ministry  and  Clinton  are  cement- 
ing the  union  of  America  by  the  blood  of  every  province,  and  binding 
all  to  their  allies  by  compelling  them  to  shed  theirs.  All  is  well  that 
ends  well.  These  wise  folk  are  giving  France  and  Spain  a  considera- 
tion in  Europe,  too,  that  they  had  not,  and  are  throwing  away  their 
own  as  nothing  worth.  Sweden  and  Denmark  are  in  the  same  system 
with  Kussia  and  Holland.  Indeed,  if  the  ministry  had  only  common 
information,  they  would  have  known  that  this  combination  of  maritime 
powers  has  been  forming  these  eighteen  months,  and  was  nearly  as  well 
agreed  to  a  year  ago  as  it  is  now.  But  when  a  nation  is  once  funda- 
mentally wrong,  thus  it  is.  Internal  policy,  external  defense,  foreign 
negotiations,  all  go  away  together.  The  bad  consequences  of  a  princi- 
pal essentially  wrong  are  infinite.  The  minority  mean  only  to  try  if  they 
can  make  peace  with  America  separately,  in  order  to  revenge  them- 
selves, as  they  think  they  can,  upon  France  and  Spain.  But  this  is  as 
wrong  and  as  absurd  and  impracticable  as  the  phins  of  the  ministry. 
All  schemes  of  reconciliation  with  America  short  of  independence,  and 
all  plans  for  peace  with  America  allowing  her  independence  separate 
from  her  allies,  are  visionary  and  delusive,  disingenuous,  corrupt,  and 
wicked.  America  has  taken  her  equal  station,  and  she  will  behave  with 
as  much  honor  as  any  of  the  nations  of  the  earth.     To  say  that  the 
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Americans  are  upon  the  poise,  are  balancing,  and  will  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  England,  is  as  wild  as  bedlam.  If  witnesses 
can  not  be  believed,  why  do  not  they  believe  the  nature  of  things  °? 
Ask  the  newspapers,  which  are  so  free  that  nothing  is  spared ;  Congress 
and  everybody  is  attacked !  Yet  never  a  single  paragraph  was  hinting 
in  a  most  distant  manner  a  wish  to  return.  Ask  the  town  meetings — those 
assemblies  which  dared  readily  enough  to  think  as  they  pleased  and  say 
what  they  would — dared  attack  the  king,  lords,  commons,  governors, 
councils,  representatives,  judges,  and  whole  armies  under  the  old  gov- 
ernment, and  which  attack  everybody  and  everything  that  displeases 
them  at  this  day.  Not  one  vote,  not  one  instruction  to  a  representa- 
tive, not  one  motion,  not  so  much  as  one  single  speech  in  favor  of 
returning  to  the  leeks  of  Egypt.  Ask  the  grand  and  petit  juries,  who 
dared  to  tell  the  judges  to  their  faces  they  were  corrupted,  and  that 
they  would  not  serve  under  them,  because  they  had  betrayed  and  over- 
turned the  constitution.  Not  a  single  juror  has  ever  whispered  a  wish 
to  return,  after  being  washed,  to  their  wallowing  in  the  mire.  The  refu- 
gees you  mention  never  did  know  the  character  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, but  they  know  it  now  less  than  ever.  They  have  been  long  away. 
The  Americans  at  this  day  have  higher  notions  of  themselves  than  ever. 
They  think  they  have  gone  through  the  greatest  revolution  that  ever 
took  place  among  men  ;  that  this  revolution  is  as  much  for  the  gener- 
ality of  mankind  in  Europe  as  for  their  own.  They  think  they  should 
act  a  base  and  perfidious  part  toward  the  world  in  general  if  they  were 
to  go  back;  that  they  should  manifestly  counteract  the  designs  of 
Providence,  as  well  as  betray  themselves,  their  posterity,  and  mankind. 
The  English  manifestly  think  mankind  and  the  world  made  for  their 
use.  The  Americans  do  not  think  so.  But  why  proceed  1  Time  alone 
can  convince. 
Adieu. 

F.  R.  S. 

This  strong  letter,  apparently  designed  for  publication  in  England,  was  directed 
to  W.  S.  Church,  the  name  most  frequently  assumed  by  Mr.  Digges  in  his  communi- 
cations to  Mr.  Adams.  It  is  signed  with  the  initials  F.  R.  S.,  suggested  by  Fernando 
Raymon  San,  the  name  of  Mr.  A.'s  guide  in  Spain.  See  Diary,  vol.  3,  p.  247. — 
Note  to  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  ut  8upra. 


Washington  to  Luzerne.* 

Headquarters,  3Iorristown,  May  14,  1780. 
Sir  :  Since  my  last  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  detail  of  bis 
most  Christian  majesty's  fleet  in  the  West  Indies  which  your  excel- 
lency has  had  the  goodness  to  send  me.    I  congratulate  you  very  sin- 
cerely, sir,  on  this  very  respectable  armament,  which  I  found  to  surpass 
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my  expectatiou,  and  I  would  willingly  hope  that  an  occasion  will  be 
afforded  the  Count  de  Guichen  to  strike  some  important  blow  with  it 
which  shall   advance  the  honor  and  interest  of  his  majesty,  and  of 
course  the  interest  of  these  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

George  Washington. 


J.Adams  to  Jay.' 

Paris,  jMay  15,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  shall  not  always  stand  upon  ceremonies,  iior  wait  for 
answers  to  letters,  because  useful  hints  may  be  given  which  would  be 
lost  if  one  were  to  wait  returns  of  posts. 

The  British  channel  fleet  is  reckoned  this  year  at  from  thirty-four  to 
thirty-seven  ships  of  the  line;  but  it  is  well  known  that  they  depend 
upon  seamen  to  be  pressed  from  their  first  West  India  fleet  in  order  to 
make  up  this  computation,  without  which  they  can  not  make  thirty. 
It  is  therefore  of  great  importance  that  this  first  West  India  fleet 
should  be  intercepted.  It  will  come  home  the  latter  end  of  June  or  the 
beginning  of  July ;  certainly  not  before  the  middle  of  June.  A  ship  or 
two  of  the  line,  with  a  fifty-gun  ship  or  two  and  five  or  six  frigates, 
would  have  a  great  probability  of  intercepting  this  fleet.  Is  there  any 
service  upon  which  such  a  number  of  vessels  could  be  better  employed 
than  in  cruising  pretty  far  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay  and  somewhat  north 
of  Cape  Clear  with  this  view  ?  It  is  really  astonishing  that  France  and 
Spain  should  be  so  inattentive  to  the  English  convoys.  The  safest, 
easiest,  and  surest  way  of  reducing  the  power  and  the  spirits  of  the 
English  is  to  intercept  their  trade.  It  is  every  year  exposed,  yet  every 
year  escapes;  by  which  means  they  get  spirits  to  indulge  their  pas- 
sions, money  to  raise  millions,  and  men  to  man  their  ships. 

Pray  is  it  not  necessary  to  think  a  little  of  Portugal  ?  Should  not 
Spain,  France,  and  America,  too,  use  their  influence  with  Portugal  to 
shut  her  ports  against  the  armed  vessels  of  all  nations  at  war,  or  else 
admit  freely  the  armed  vessels  of  all  ?  Under  her  present  system  of 
neutrality,  as  they  call  it,  the  ports  of  Portugal  are  as  advantageous  to 
England  as  any  of  her  own,  and  more  injurious  to  the  trade  of  Spain 
and  America,  if  not  of  France,  while  they  are  of  no  use  at  all  to  France, 
Spain,  or  America.  This  little  impotent  morsel  of  a  state  ought  not  to 
do  so  much  mischief  so  unjustly.  If  she  is  neutral,  let  her  be  neutral ; 
not  say  she  is  neutral,  and  be  otherwise. 

Would  it  not  be  proper  for  Congress  to  discover  some  sensibility  to 
the  injuries  which  the  United  States  receive  from  these  states,  such  as 
Denmark  and  Portugal  !  I  think  they  should  remonstrate  coolly  and 
with  dignity;  not  go  to  war  nor  be  in  a  i^assion  about  it;  but  show  that 
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they  understand  their  behavior.  Denmark  restored  Jones'  and  Lan- 
dais'  prizes  to  England  without  knowing  why.  Why  woukl  it  not  do 
to  remonstrate,  then  prohibit  any  of  the  productions  of  Portugal  from 
being  consumed  in  America  ? 

The  prospect  brightens  in  the  West  Indies.  De  Guicheu  has  arrived. 
De  la  Motte  Piquet  has  defended  himself  very  well,  secured  his  con- 
voys, fought  the  English  even  with  inferior  force,  and  got  the  better. 
De  Guichen's  appearance  dissipated  all  thoughts  of  their  expedition 
and  threw  the  English  islands  into  great  consternation ;  but  you  will 
see  in  the  public  prints  all  the  news. 

The  force  from  Brest,  which  sailed  on  the  2d,  and  that  from  Cadiz, 
which  I  hope  sailed  as  soon  or  sooner,  will  not  diminish  the  terror  and 
confusion,  of  the  English  in  America  and  the  islands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Genet.* 

Paris,  May  15, 1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  engaged  a  person  in  London  to  send  me  all  the 
political  pamphlets  as  they  come  out,  and  some  necessary  books  as  I 
shall  order  them.  He  has  sent  me  already  one  box  and  one  packet  at 
least  to  a  Mr.  Francis  Bowans,  merchant,  in  Ostend.  I  shall  be  once 
more  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  inform  me  in  what  way  I  can  soonest 
get  them  from  thence,  and  whether  there  are  any  regulations  which 
may  obstruct  this  communication.  I  suppose  there  are  regulations  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  religious  or  irreligious  books,  but  I  shall 
have  none  sent  me  either  for  or  against  religion ;  my  bundles  will  be 
nothing  but  politics  and  a  few  books  that  relate  to  them.  If  I  can  get  the 
English  pamphlets  in  this  way  I  may  promise  to  be  of  some  little  use 
to  you  now  and  then  in  your  way.  The  English  hive  an  advantage  of 
us  in  one  point.  Their  newspapers  propagate  everything  favorable  to 
them  all  over  Europe  immediately,  whereas  the  limitations  upon  the 
press  in  this  country  prevent  us  from  much  of  this  advantage.  Their 
generals  and  admirals  calculate  their  despatches  for  the  eye  of 
Europe,  for  the  i)eople,  and  they  adjust  them  so  as  to  make  an  impres- 
sion upon  the  hopes  of  their  friends  and  the  fears  of  their  enemies, 
and  in  this  consists  full  one-half  of  their  power. 

All  governments  depend  upon  the  good- will  of  the  people.  The  pop- 
ular tide  of  joy  and  hope  and  confidence  carries  away  armies  and  navies 
to  great  exertion,  for  officers  and  armies  and  navies  are  but  people. 
On  the  contrary,  the  ebb  of  sorrow,  grief,  and  desjiair  damps  the  ardor 
and  activity  of  officers  and  men;  even  the  tradesmen,  artificers,  and 
laborers,  even  the  mortals  adjudged  to  the  galleys  are  benumbed  by 
it.    The  English  excite  the  ardor  of  their  people  and  of  their  fleets 
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and  armies  by  falsehood  aud  flctiou,  their  enemies  have  no  occasion 
for  anything  but  the  truth ;  this  woukl  be  enough  if  it  were  known, 
but  the  English  And  means  to  hide  it  even  from  their  own  eyes. 

There  is  not  a  more  delusive  thing  in  the  world  than  their  last  des- 
patches from  Xew  York,  fabricated  entirely  to  impose  upon  the  credulity 
of  friends  and  enemies.  I  see  thousands  of  these  things  every  day  that 
might  easily  be  counteracted.  I  do  7iot  wish  you  to  publish  anything 
against  your  rules,  and  if  ever  I  propose  any  tiling  of  that  sort  it  will  be 
from  ignorance  or  inattention,  and  I  rely  upon  your  knowledge  and 
prudence  to  check  it.  But  as  I  am  likely  to  have  a  little  more  leisure 
than  I  have  had  for  a  long  time,  if  you  will  give  me  leave  I  will  assist 
you  a  little  in  your  labors  for  the  public  good. 

I  forget  whether  the  first  audience  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has 
been  published  in  Europe.  I  enclose  it  to  you.  You  may  print  it  if 
you  judge  i)roper ;  but,  whether  you  do  or  not,  I  should  be  glad  if  you 
would  return  it  as  soon  as  convenient,  because  I  have  no  other  copy  of 
the  journal  of  those  days.  The  publication  of  such  things  confirms  the 
minds  of  people  in  their  notions  of  the  alliance,  and  gradually  recon- 
ciles all  to  it.  The  people  of  England  even  are  gradually  familiarized 
to  it  in  this  way,  and  brought  to  consider  it  as  unalterable  aud  a  thing 
to  be  submitted  to. 

My  comi^liments  to  your  amiable  family. 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to   the   President   of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  16,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  delivered  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Colombe,  formerly  aid- 
de-camp  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and  afterwards  to  the  Baron  de 
Kalb,  and  one  of  my  fellow-passengers  in  the  leaky  Sensible  to  Eerrol, 
a  number  of  letters  and  three  j)ackets  of  newspapers.  He  goes  in  the 
Alliance. 

In  a  private  letter  which  I  have  received  from  Brussels  I  am  informed 
there  is  a  talk  of  opening  the  navigation  of  Antwerp.  This  is  a  hint. 
And  in  the  Gazette  of  France  of  this  day  is  a  paragraph  from  Vienna  of 
the  14th  of  April,  which  is  another.  This  court  (Vienna)  not  having 
yet  made  any  maritime  treaty  with  the  states  of  Barbary,  and  as  its 
commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  may  be  exposed  to  their  corsairs,  their 
imperial  and  royal  majesties  have  resolved  in  their  council  that  there 
shall  be  this  year  equipped  at  Trieste  and  at  Fiume  one  ship  and  two 
frigates  of  war  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  their  subjects. 

Time  will  discover  whether  there  is  any  English  politics  in  either  of 
them.  Two  and  twenty  millions  a  year  is  enough,  without  sending  ad- 
ditional millions  in  subsidies. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

May  16,  1780. 

When  the  Alliance  frigate  arrived  in  France,  Mr.  Franklin  was  de- 
sirous of  employing  her  in  annoying  the  English  trade  and  obtaining 
prisoners  to  exchange  for  the  Americans  who  had  long  languished  in 
the  prisons  of  England. 

A  cruise  with  a  small  squadron  under  Commodore  Jones  round  the 
coast  of  Britain  being  about  that  time  intended,  Mr.  Franklin  was  re- 
quested by  his  excellency  the  minister  of  the  marine  to  join  the  Alli- 
ance to  that  squadron.  He  cheerfully  complied  with  that  request,  and 
in  his  instructions  to  Captain  Jones  he  encouraged  him  by  the  hopes  of 
his  being  useful  to  his  country  in  delivering  so  many  j)Oor  prisoners 
from  their  captivity. 

As  the  squadron  acted  under  American  commission  and  colors,  was 
commanded  by  an  American  chief,  and  was  thence  understood  to  be 
American,  our  countrymen  in  the  British  prisons  rejoiced  to  hear  of 
its  success,  and  that  five  hundred  English  were  made  prisoners  in  the 
cruise,  by  an  exchange  with  whom  they  hoped  soon  to  obtain  their 
liberty,  and  to  return  to  their  families  and  country. 

The  Alliance  alone  took  vessels  containing  near  two  hundred  of  those 
English  prisoners.  The  Bon  Hojnnie  Richard,  which  was  manned  chiefly 
by  Americans,  took  in  the  Serajris  a  great  portion  of  the  remainder. 

The  ambassador  of  France  at  The  Hague  applied  to  Commodore 
Jones  for  the  prisoners,  in  order  to  execute  a  cartel  entered  into  with 
the  ambassador  of  England.  Commodore  Jones  declined  delivering 
them  without  orders  from  Mr.  Franklin.  The  ambassador  did  Mr^ 
Franklin  the  honor  of  writing  to  him  on  the  subject,  acquainting  him 
that  Mr.  Jones  had  urged  the  exchanging  them  for  Americans,  and 
promising  to  use  his  endeavors  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  P'ranklin  thereupon  immediately  sent  the  orders  desired,  express- 
ing at  the  same  time  his  confidence  in  the  ambassador's  promise.  The 
prisoners  were  accordingly  delivered,  but  they  were  actually  exchanged 
for  French. 

His  excellency  M.  de  Sartine  afterwards  acquainting  Mr.  Franklin 
that  he  had  not  English  prisoners  enough  atL'Orient  to  till  an  English 
cartel  then  there,  Mr.  F.  gave  orders  that  forty-eight  he  had  in  that 
port  should  be  delivered  uj)  for  that  purpose ;  thirty-eight  others  at 
Brest  to  be  employed  in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  Franklin  was  afterwards  informed  by  M.  de  Chaumont  that  M. 
do  Sartine  had  assured  him  that  other  English  prisoners  should  be 
furnished  to  exchange  for  those  so  given  up  in  Holland  and  in  France. 

Mr.  Franklin  wrote  accordingly  to  England,  and  a  cartel  vessel  was 
thereupon  ordered  from  Plymouth  to  Morlaix  with  one  hundred  Amer- 
icans. As  soon  as  Mr.  F.  was  acquainted  with  this,  he  applied  through 
M.  de  Chaumont  to  M.  de  Sartine  for  an  equal  number  of  English,  who 
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readily  agreed  to  furuish  them,  aud  promised  to  send  orders  immediately 
to  march  one  hundred  from  Saumur  to  Morlaix. 

The  cartel  arrived,  lauded  the  one  hundred  Americans,  but  was  sent 
back  empty,  with  only  a  receipt  from  the  commissary  of  the  port,  no 
English  being  arriv^ed  for  the  exchange. 

Mr.  F.  has  since  received  letters  from  England  acquainting  him  that 
he  is  charged  with  breach  of  faith,  and  with  deceiving  the  board  which 
had  the  charge  of  managing  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  a  stop  is 
put  to  that  exchange  in  consequence. 

The  poor  American  prisoners  there,  many  of  whom  have  been  con- 
fined two  or  three  years,  and  have  bravely  resisted  all  the  temptations, 
accompanied  with  threats  and  followed  by  ill  usage,  to  induce  them  to 
enter  the  English  service,  are  now  in  despair,  seeing  their  hopes  of 
speedy  liberty  ruined  by  this  failure. 

His  excellency  M.  de  Sartine  has  kindly  and  repeatedly  i^romised, 
by  M.  de  Chaumont,  to  furnish  the  number  wanted,  about  four  hundred, 
for  exchanging  the  said  Americans.  But  it  is  now  said  that  the  king's 
order  is  necessary  to  be  first  obtained. 

Mr.  Franklin  therefore  earnestly  requests  his  excellency  M.  le  Comte 
de  Vergennes  to  support  the  proposition  in  counoil,  and  thereby  obtain 
liberty  for  those  unfortunate  people. 


Franklin  to  the  Judges  of  the  Admiralty  of  Cherbourg.* 

Passy,  3£ay  16,  1780. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  the  proces  verhmix  and  other  papers 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  send  me,  agreeable  to  the  eleventh  article  of 
the  regulation  of  the  27th  of  September,  1778.  These  pieces  relate  to 
the  taking  of  the  ship  Flora,  whereof  was  captain  Henry  Roodeuberg, 
bound  from  Eotterdam  to  Dublin,  and  arrived  at  Cherbourg,  in  France, 
being  taken  the  7th  day  of  April,  by  Captain  Dowlin,  commander  of 
the  American  privateer  the  Black  Prince. 

It  appears  to  me  from  the  above-mentioned  papers,  that  the  said 
ship  Flora  is  not  a  good  i^rize,  the  same  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  a 
neutral  nation,  but  that  the  cargo  is  really  the  property  of  the  subjects 
of  the  King  of  England,  though  attempted  to  be  masked  as  neutral. 
I  do  therefore  request  that  after  the  cargo  shall  be  landed  you  would 
cause  the  said  ship  Flora  to  be  immediately  restored  to  her  captain, 
aud  that  you  would  oblige  the  captors  to  pay  him  his  full  freight  ac- 
cording to  his  bills  of  lading,  and  also  to  make  good  all  the  damages 
he  may  have  sustained  by  plunder  or  otherwise ;  and  I  further  request 
that,  as  the  cargo  is  perishable,  you  would  cause  it  to  be  sold  immedi- 
ately, and  retain  the  produce  deposited  in  your  hands,  to  the  end  that 
if  any  of  the  freighters,  being  subjects  of  their  high  mightinesses  the 
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States-General,  will  declare  upon  oath  that  certain  parts  of  the  said 
cargo  were  bona  fide  shipped  ou  their  own  account  and  risk,  and  not 
on  the  account  and  risk  of  any  British  or  Irish  subjects,  the  value  of 
such  parts  ma^^  be  restored  ;  or  that,  if  the  freighters  or  any  of  them 
should  think  Ht  to  appeal  from  this  judgment  to  the  Congress,  the 
produce  so  deposited  may  be  disposed  of  according  to  their  final  deter- 
mination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  May  16, 1780. 

Sir  :  The  undersigned,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  has  the 
honor  of  iiiforming  Congress  that  the  king,  in  consequence  of  his 
affection  and  friendship  for  the  United  States  and  of  his  desire  to  put 
an  end  by  effectual  measures  to  the  calamities  of  the  present  war,  has 
resolved  to  send  to  this  continent  a  re-enforcement  of  troops,  intended 
to  act  against  the  common  enemy,  and  of  vessels,  which  will  be 
employed  in  assisting  the  operations  of  the  land  troops.  As  soon  as 
Congress  has  decided  on  the  plan  of  the  campaign  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette  will  receive  all  communications  on  this  subject,  and  will  on 
his  part  make  the  overtures  which  shall  be  necessary  to  the  success  of 
the  operations.  But  as  despatch  and  secrecy  ought  to  be  the  very  soul 
of  these  operations,  and  as,  moreover  Congress  will  undoubtedly  find  it 
indispensable  to  arrange  them  in  concert  with  the  commander-in-chief,  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  requests  this  assembly  to  consider  whether  the 
course  most  proper  to  be  adopted  under  these  circumstances  be  not  to 
appoint,  without  the  least  delay,  a  small  committee,  who  shall  repair  to 
the  army,  furnished  with  instructions,  and  there  fix  upon  measures, 
which  shall  be  carried  into  execution  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  land  forces,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Rochambeau, 
lieutenant  general  of  the  armies  of  the  king,  and  the  Chevalier  de  Ter- 
nay,  commander  of  the  squadron,  at  whatever  part  of  the  continent 
they  may  have  had  orders  to  land. 

As  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  necessaries 
and  provisions  to  the  auxiliary  troops  will  require  the  concurrence  of 
the  legislatures  and  governors  of  the  several  States,  and  particularly 
of  those  of  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Kew  York,  and  Xew  Jersey,  the 
undersigned  minister  requests  Congress  to  authorize  the  same  com- 
mittee to  render  their  assistance  to  the  measures  which  the  French 
general,  or  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  or  the  commissioners  author- 
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ized  by  them  shall  be  able  to  take  with  the  diiferent  legislatures ;  jmd 
with  this  view,  to  give  to  the  delegates  who  shall  coiujiose  it  poweri;;  as 
extensive  as  Congress  shall  deem  expedient. 

An  object  which,  next  to  that  just  mentioned,  requires  all  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress,  is  the  information  which  it  is  important  to  obtain  as 
to  the  forces,  the  situation,  and  the  resources  of  the  enemy  in  all  the 
posts  in  their  possession  on  this  continent.  The  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  is  consequently  desirous  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  collect  immediately  all  the  intelligence,  details, 
and  information  which  may  exist  in  their  deposits  and  archives  relative 
to  the  ports  of  North  America  now  held  by  the  English  from  Halifax 
to  St.  Augustine,  including  Canada  to  the  depth  of  the  bays,  creeks, 
and  anchorages ;  to  the  forces  which  are  stationed  there,  and  the  f<yrts 
and  fortresses  which  have  been  erected  there ;  the  dispositions  und 
number  of  the  inhabitants,  the  resources  with  regard  to  provisions,  .lud 
in  general  all  that  information  which  may  promote  the  success  of  the 
operations.  It  is  equally  desirable  that  this  committee  should  have 
authority  to  carry  on  a  correspondence  as  long  as  may  be  necessary  in 
the  different  parts  of  the  continent  whence  this  information  can  be 
obtained,  in  order  that  the  intelligence,  being  always  fresh,  the  com- 
manders of  the  expeditions  may  be  able  to  establish  their  plans  upon 
sure  bases.  The  minister  of  France  requests  that  the  committee  may 
be  authorized  to  communicate  to  him  this  various  information,  so  fai  as 
such  communication  shall  not  be  inconvenient  to  Congress.  Whatever 
promptness  these  measures  require,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  prays 
Congress  not  to  take  them  into  consideration  till  after  the  subject  men- 
tioned at  the  beginning  of  this  memorial  has  been  definitely  settled. 

Dr.  Franklin  has  undoubtedly  rendered  an  account  to  Congress  of 
the  measures  which  he  has  taken  for  sending  to  this  continent  arms, 
stores,  and  clothing,  as  well  as  of  the  means  of  facilitating  the  loan  of 
three  millions  of  livres  which  that  minister  has  procured,  as  well  to 
meet  this  expense  as  to  give  effect  to  the  treaties  of  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  it;  and  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  will  not  go  into  any  detail 
on  this  subject. 

He  will  not  close  this  memorial  without  congratulating  the  American 
Senate  on  the  zeal  and  ardor  which  are  shown  on  every  side  to  render 
the  ensuing  campaign  decisive,  and  to  inflict  upon  the  common  enemy 
blows  which  shall  be  most  sensibly  felt,  to  expel  him  from  this  country 
without  the  possibility  of  return,  and  to  secure  forever  the  liberty  of 
the  thirteen  States. 

Circumstances  have  never  been  more  favorable ;  the  enemy,  hard 
pressed  on  every  side,  is  not  in  a  state  to  oppose  an  effectual  resistance ; 
the  American  forces  are  about  to  become  more  respectable  than  they 
have  ever  been  ;  those  of  the  king  bring  with  them  to  this  country  the 
most  sincere  desire  to  second  the  brave  efforts  of  their  allies,  and  the 
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two  nations,  closely  united  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  their  combined 
enterprises  to  a  successful  issue,  will  seek  only  to  distiuguish  them- 
selves by  their  zeal  and  their  attachment  to  the  common  cause.* 

Luzerne. 


Genet  to  J.  Adams.t 

Versailles,  May  17, 1780. 

Monsieur:  C'est  avec  le  plus  grand  plaisir  que  je  faciliterai  votre 
correspondance  et  (pie  j'accepteles  offres  que  vous  voulez  bien  me  faire, 
qui  entreut  conipletement  dans  les  vues  de  notre  ministre.  Je  vous 
reponds  du  plaisir  avec  lequel  il  dounera  son  approbation,  pour  I'impres- 
siou'.  dans  le  Mercure,  a  tout  ce  qui  nous  viendra  d'une  aussi  bonne 
main,  et  vous  ne  devez  pas  douter  du  secret  qui  sera  garde  sur  votre 
uom  pour  tout  autre  que  pour  Monseigneur  le  comte  de  Vergenues. 

Pour  avoir  par  mou  canal  les  pamphlets  qui  vous  seront  adresses, 
il  f;iut  que  M.  Francis  Bowens,  apres  les  avoir  re9us  de  Londres,  mette 
une  nouvelle  enveloppe  avec  mon  adresso,  et  remette  les  paquetsa  M. 
de  Boweus,  directeur  des  postes  a  Osteude.  Aussi  tot  que  .je  les  aurai 
reyus  je  ne  manquerai  pas  de  v^ous  les  faire  passer.  Each  bundle  of  the 
bigness  of  an  ordinary  octavo  book,  and  but  one  at  a  time. 

Les  details  sur  la  premiere  audience  du  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  out 

paru  dans  la  Gazette  de  France  et  dans  le  Mercure.    Je  vous  renvoye 

le  C'lhier  du  Journal  du  Cougres.  Permettez-moi  de  vous  observer  que 

le  Mercure  ne  paroit  qu'une  fois  la  semaine  et  que  la  place  que  la  poli- 

tiqrte  doit  y  occuper  n'est  pas  fort  considerable.     Ainsi  il  couvieudra 

que  vos  Essays  soisut  de  peu  de  longueur.    II  faut  qu'ils  ne  sclent  pas 

de  longue  haleiue  et  qu'ils  paroissent  plus  souvent.     Cette  nation-ci  lit 

tou^,  ce  qui  est  court,  et  elle  aime  la  variete.    11  faut  saisir  son  goiit 

pour  parvenir  a  la  persuader. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  etc.,  etc. 

Genet. 


J.  Adams  to  Genet.  I 

Paris,  May  17,  1780. 
Sir:  General  Conway,  in  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
6th  of  May,  [afQrms  that  the  alliance  between  France  and  the  United 
States  is  not  natural.  Whether  it  is  or  not  is  no  doubt  a  great  ques- 
tion. In  order  to  determine  it,  one  should  consider  what  is  meant  by  a 
natural  alliance;  and  I  know  of  no  better  rule  than  this:  When  two 
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nals under  the  date  of  May  19,  1780. 
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nations  have  the  same  interests  in  general  they  are  natural  allies ; 
when  they  have  opposite  interests  they  are  natural  enemies.  The  gen- 
eral observes,  first,  that  nature  has  raised  a  barrier  between  France 
and  Amerisa,  but  nature  has  raised  no  other  barrier  than  the  ocean, 
and  the  distance  and  this  barrier  is  equally  great  between  England  and 
America.  The  general  will  not  pretend  that  nature,  in  the  constitution 
of  American  minds  or  bodies,  has  laid  any  foundation  for  friendship  or 
enmity  towards  one  nation  more  than  another.  The  general  observes, 
further,  that  habit  has  raised  another  barrier  between  France  and 
America.  But  he  should  have  considered  that  the  habits  of  affection 
or  enmity  between  nations  are  easily  changed,  as  circumstances  vary 
and  as  essential  interests  alter.  Besides,  the  fact  is  that  the  horrible 
perfidy  and  cruelty  of  the  English  towards  the  Americans,  w^hich  they 
have  taken  care  to  make  universally  felt  in  that  country  for  a  long 
course  of  years  past,  have  alienated  the  American  mind  and  heart  from 
the  English;  and  it  is  now  much  to  be  doubted  whether  any  natioiQ  of 
Europe  is  so  universally  and  heartily  detested  by  them.  On  the  (;ou- 
trary,  most  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe  have  treated  them  with  dv- 
ility,  and  France  and  Spain  with  esteem,  confidence,  and  affection, 
which  has  greatly  changed  the  habits  of  the  Americans  in  this  respect. 

Tlie  third  material  of  which  the  general  barrier  is  created  is  lan- 
guage. This,  no  doubt,  occasions  many  diflBculties  in  the  communica- 
tion between  the  allies ;  but  it  is  lessening  every  day.  Perhaps  no  lan- 
guage was  ever  studied  at  once  by  so  many  persons  at  a  time,  in  pro- 
portion, as  the  French  is  now  studied  in  America;  and  it  is  certain 
that  English  was  never  so  much  studied  in  France  as  since  the  Eevo- 
lution ;  so  that  the  difficulties  of  understanding  one  another  are  lessen- 
ing every  day. 

Religion  is  the  fourth  part  of  the  barrier.  But  let  it  be  considered, 
first,  that  there  is  not  enough  of  religion  of  any  kind  among  the  people 
in  power  in  England  to  make  the  Americans  very  fond  of  them.  Sec- 
ondly, that  what  religion  there  is  in  England  is  as  far  from  being  the 
religion  of  America  as  that  of  France.  The  hierarchy  of  England  is 
quite  as  disagreeable  to  America  as  that  of  any  other  country.  Be- 
sides, the  Americans  know  very  well  that  the  spirit  of  propagating  any 
'  religion  by  conquest  and  of  making  proselytes  by  force  or  by  intrigue 
is  lied  from  all  other  countries  of  the  world  in  a  great  measure,  and  that 
there  is  more  of  this  spirit  remaining  in  England  than  anywhere  else. 
And  the  Americans  had,  and  have  still,  more  reason  to  fear  the  intro- 
duction of  a  religion  that  is  disagreeable  to  them,  at  least  as  far  as 
bishops  and  hierarchy  go,  from  a  connection  with  England  than  with 
any  other  nation  of  Europe. 

The  alliance  with  France  has  no  article  respecting  religion.  France 
neither  claims  nor  desires  any  authority  or  influence  over  America  in 
this  respect ;  whereas  England  claimed  and  intended  to  exercise  author- 
ity and  force  over  the  Americans,  at  least  so  far  as  to  introduce  bish- 
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ops;  and  the  English  society  for  propogating  religion  in  fofHgn 
parts  has,  in  fact,  for  a  century  sent  large  sums  of  money  to  America 
to  support  their  religion  there,  which  really  operated  as  a  bribe  upon 
many  minds  and  was  the  principal  source  of  toryism.  So  that  upon 
the  whole  the  alliance  with  France  is  in  fact  more  natural,  as  far  as 
religion  is  concerned,  than  tbe  former  connection  with  Great  Britain, 
or  any  other  connection  that  can  be  found. 

Indeed,  whoever  considers  attentively  this  subject  will  see  that  these 
three  circumstances  of  habit,  language,  and  religion  will  for  the  future 
operate  as  natural  causes  of  animosity  between  England  and  America, 
because  they  will  facilitate  migration.  The  loss  of  liberty,  the  decay 
of  religion,  the  horrible  national  debt,  the  decline  of  commerce  and  of 
political  importance  in  Europe  and  of  maritime  i)ower,  which  can  not 
but  take  place  in  England,  will  tempt  numbers  of  their  best  people  to 
emigrate  to  America;  and  to  this  fashion,  language,  and  religion  will 
contribute.  The  British  Government  will,  therefore,  see  themselves 
obliged  to  restrain  this  by  many  ways;  and  among  others  by  cultivat- 
ing an  animosity  and  hatred  in  the  minds  of  their  j^eople  against  the 
Americans.  Nature  has  already  sufficiently  discovered  itself,  and  all 
the  world  sees  that  the  British  Government  have  for  many  years  not 
only  indulged  in  themselves  the  most  unsocial  and  bitter  passions 
against  Americans,  but  have  systematically  encouraged  them  in  the 
people. 

After  all,  the  circumstances  of  modes,  language,  and  religion  have 
much  less  influence  in  determining  the  friendship  and  enmity  of  nations 
than  other  more  essential  interests.  Commerce  is  more  than  all  these 
and  many  more  such  circumstances.  Now,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the 
commercial  interests  of  England  and  America  will  forever  hereafter  be 
incompatible.  America  will  take  away,  or  at  least  diminish,  the  trade  of 
the  English  in  shipbuilding,  in  freight,  in  the  whale  fisheries,  in  the  cod 
fisheries,  in  furs  and  skins,  and  in  other  particulars  too  many  to  enum- 
erate. In  this  respect  America  will  not  interfere  with  France,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  will  facilitate  and  benefit  the  French  commerce  and  marine 
to  a  very  great  degree.  Here,  then, will  be  a  perpetual  rivalry  and  com- 
petition between  England  and  America  and  a  continual  source  of  ani- 
mosity and  war.  America  will  have  occasion  for  the  alliance  of  France 
to  defend  her  against  this  ill-will  of  England,  as  France  will  stand  in 
need  of  that  of  America  to  aid  her  against  the  natural  and  continual 
jealousies  and  hostility  of  England. 

The  boundaries  of  territory  will  also  be  another  constant  source  of 
disputes.  If  a  peace  should  unhappily  be  made  leaving  England  in 
possession  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  the  Floridas,  or  any  one  spot  of 
ground  in  America,  they  will  be  perpetually  encroaching  upon  the 
States  of  America;  whereas  France,  having  renounced  all  territorial 
jurisdiction  in  America,  will  have  no  room  for  controversy. 

The  people  of  America,  therefore,  whose  very  farmers  appear  to  have 
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considered  the  interests  of  nations  more  profoundly  tlian  General  Con- 
way, are  universally  of  the  opinion  that  from  the  time  they  declared 
themselves  independent  England  became  their  natural  enemy,  and  as 
she  has  been  for  centuries  and  will  be  the  natural  enemy  of  France 
and  the  natural  ally  of  other  natural  enemies  of  France,  America  be- 
came the  natural  friend  of  France  and  she  the  natural  friend  of  the 
United  States— powers  naturally  united  against  a  common  enemy, 
whose  interests  will  long  continue  to  be  reciprocally  secured  and  pro- 
moted by  mutual  friendship. 

It  is  very  strange  that  the  English  should  thus  dogmatically  judge  of 
the  interests  of  all  other  nations.  According  to  them,  the  Americans 
are,  and  have  been  for  many  years,  acting  directly  against  their  own 
interest;  France  and  Spain  have  been  acting  against  their  own  inter- 
ests; Holland  is  acting  against  her  own  interest;  Russia  and  the 
northern  powers  are  all  acting  against  their  own  interests;  Ireland  is 
acting  against  hers,  etc. ;  so  that  there  is  only  that  little  island  of  the 
whole  world  that  understands  their  own  interest;  and  of  the  inhabit- 
tants  of  that,  the  committees  and  associations  and  assemblies  are  all 
in  the  same  error  with  the  rest  of  the  world;  so  that  there  remains 
only  the  ministry  and  their  equivocal  and  undulating  majority  among 
all  the  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  who  act  naturally  and  accord- 
ing to  their  own  interests.  The  rest  of  the  world,  however,  think  that 
they  understand  themselves  very  well,  and  that  it  is  the  English  or 
Scottish  majority  who  are  mistaken.] 
Your  friend,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  19,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  answer  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  the  declaration  of  the  Em- 
press of  Russia  is  said  to  be  in  substance— 

That  the  king  has  received  with  pleasure  the  overtures  which  have  been  made  to 
him  on  the  part  of  her  mnjesty  the  Empress  of  Russia  relative  to  the  measures  which 
this  princess  proposes  to  follow  both  with  regard  to  the  courts  actually  at  war  and  the 
neutral  powers;  that  tliese  principles  are  precisely  the  same  which  have  governed 
the  king  heretofore,  and  which  he  has  endeavored  to  recommend  to  Great  Britain ; 
that  from  the  beginning  of  the  troubles  his  Catholic  majesty  has  not  departed  from 
the  system  of  equity  and  of  moderation  of  which  he  has  given  proofs  to  all  the  pow- 
ers of  Europe,  and  that  it  is  solely  upon  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  England  that 
he  determined  upon  more  vigorous  measures ;  that  since  the  English,  far  from  re- 
specting the  neutral  Hags,  have  even  allowed  themselves  to  attack  vessels  the  car- 
goes of  which  are  authorized  by  treaties,  it  became  necessary  that  Spain  on  her  part 
should  take  care  other  interests  ;  that  the  king,  not  content  to  confine  himself  to  the 
frequent  marks  which  he  has  given  of  his  equity,  declares,  n)oreover,  that  he  is 
ready  to  show  all  possible  deference  for  those  of  the  neutral  powers  who  shall  deter- 
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niiiio  to  protect  their  flags-,  and  that  lie  will  ooutimie  faithful  to  his  engagement  until 
England  shall  put  an  end  to  those  exactions  which  her  ships  do  not  cease  to  commit; 
that,  in  fine,  his  Catholic  majesty  accedes  to  the  other  articles  of  the  declaration  pre- 
sented the  loth  of  April  by  the  Sieur  de  Sinovief,  but  flatters  himself  at  the  same 
time  that  for  what  concerns  the  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  her  Imperial  majesty  will  pre- 
scribe to  her  subjects  to  conform  themselves  to  the  restrictions  proposed  i  y  the  ordi- 
nance issued  at  Madrid  the  13th  of  March  last. 

It  is  said  that,  in  conformity  to  the  resolutions  taken  by  their  high 
mightinesses  the  2oth  of  last  month,  the  Count  de  Welderen  has  pre- 
sented a  memorial  to  Lord  Stormont,  who,  after  having  run  it  over,  an- 
swered, "  that  he  would  lay  it  before  his  majesty  and  request  his  orders 
upon  the  subject,  although  beforehand  he  could  assure  him  that  the 
king  highly  approved  the  conduct  held  by  Mr.  Fielding,  as  well  as  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  executed  his  orders,"  adding,  "that  at  London 
we  think  that  Mr.  Fielding  conducted  himself  according  to  the  tenor  of 
treaties,  and  that  it  was  the  Count  de  Byland  that  violated  them." 

This  answer  having  given  rise  to  an  animated  conversation  between 
the  Count  de  Welderen  and  Lord  Stormont,  the  latter  employed  all  pos- 
sible arguments  to  prove  that  it  was  the  Count  de  Byland  who  had 
been  the  aggressor,  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  minister  of  their  high 
mightinesses  had  asserted,  and  incontestably  proved,  "  that  their  high 
mightinesses  had  never  consented  that  any  ship  found  under  the  con- 
voy of  one  of  th'ir  vessels  of  war  should  be  visited;  and  that,  conse- 
quently. Commodore  Fielding,  who  ought  not  to  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  treaties,  and  who,  nevertheless,  had  so  manifestly  infringed  them, 
had  been  truly  the  aggressor  in  sending  out  his  armed  boat." 

That  as  to  the  last  poiut  of  the  said  memorial  relative  to  the  libera- 
tion, without  any  form  of  j)rocess,  of  the  vessels  seized  sailing  under 
convoy  of  the  Count  de  Byland,  Lord  Stormont  answered,  "  the  way  of 
appeal  lay  open  to  the  parties  interested,  but  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  his  majesty  to  transgress  the  ordinary  forms  by  making  any 
alteration  in  the  decrees  pronounced  upon  this  occasion." 

Ireland,  although  her  parliament  has  discovered  symptoms  of  timid- 
ity or  ditfidence  in  ])ostponing  the  great  question  to  September,  has  not 
yet  finished  her  role  upon  the  stage.  It  should  be  remembered,  first, 
that  she  has  postponed,  not  determined,  the  controversy.  Secondly, 
that  all  parties  in  the  house  united  in  declaring  their  sentiments  that 
Ireland  was  not  subject  to  any  foreign  legislation.  In  this  even  Mr. 
Foster,  who  is  reputed  the  ministerial  agent  in  the  house  of  commons, 
and  the  attorney-general  himself,  concurred.  Thirdly,  that  it  is  still  in 
contemplation  to  pass  a  mutiny  act  through  the  Irish  parliament,  which 
must  be  grounded  upon  the  supposition  that  the  English  mutiny  act  is 
not  binding;  and  whether  such  a  bill  shall  pass  or  not,  many  magis- 
trates will  not  execute  the  English  act.  Fourthly,  the  volunteers  of 
the  liberty  of  Dublin  have  resolv^ed  unanimously,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  remain  any  longer  under  the  command  of  his 
grace  the  Duke  of  Leinster.  Fifthly,  the  body  of  lawyers,  on  the  30th 
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of  April,  admitted  Mr.  Grattaii  as  an  houorary  ineuibor  of  their  society, 
and  unanimously  voted  an  address  to  him,  which,  witli  iiis  answer,  Con- 
gress will  see. 

I  am  very  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  iiower  to  enclose  to  Congress  the  Eng- 
lish papers  later  than  the  5th,  because  they  contain  intelligence  of  im- 
portance which  is  favorable  to  us  from  the  West  Indies.  But  the 
packet  from  London  to  Ostend  was  taken  by  a  French  privateer  and 
carried  into  Dunkirk  fifter  the  mail  had  been  cast  into  the  sea. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.* 

Paris,  May  19,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  few  newspapers,  received  by  the 
last  post  from  Boston  by  the  way  of  Bilboa.  There  is  very  little  news. 
1  have  letters  as  late  as  the  27th  of  March. 

The  most  remarkable  thing  in  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  is  that  the 
great  seal  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania  was  brought  into  the  house 
of  the  assembly  of  that  State  and  by  order  of  the  house  defaced  and 
cut  to  pieces,  which,  to  be  sure,  is  no  proof  of  a  desire  to  go  back  to 
their  old  government.  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  have  expressed  a 
stronger  contempt  of  it. 

In  the  Independent  Chronicle  of  the  9th  of  March  is  a  list  of  prizes 
made  by  the  privateers  of  the  middle  district  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
only  since  the  last  session  of  the  court  of  admiralty.  They  amount 
to  nineteen  vessels;  which  shows  that  privateering  nourishes  in  those 
seas,  and  also  shows  what  havoc  may,  and  probably  will,  be  made  among 
the  English  transports,  provision  vessels,  and  merchantmen  when  the 
superiority  of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  comes  to  be  as  clear  as  it 
soon  will  be ;  perhaps  as  it  is  now,  and  has  been  since  the  arrival  of  M. 
de  Guichen. 

In  a  i)rivate  letter  of  the  27th  of  March  I  am  told  that  two  prizes  had 
just  then  arrived,  one  with  four  hundred  hogsheads  of  rum,  and  another 
with  four  thousand  barrels  of  flour,  pork,  and  beet— articles  much 
wanted  by  the  enemy  and  not  at  all  amiss  in  Boston. 

The  convention  had  gone  through  the  constitution  of  government, 
and  had  accepted  the  report  of  the  committee  with  some  few  unessen- 
tial amendments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress/ 

Paris,  May  20,  1780. 
Sir  :  As  my  English  papers  containing  the  debates  on  the  Cth  of  this 
month  on  General  Conway's  motion  are  lost  in  the  sea,  I  shall  give 
Congress  the  several  accounts  of  them  from  the  foreign  gazettes.    That 
of  The  Hague  gives  the  following  account  of  the  General's  discourse: 

Two  powerful  motives  have  induced  luo  to  undertake  the  formation  of  this  bill ; 
the  indispensable  uecessitj'^  in  whicli  we  find  ourselves  to  make  i>eace  with  America 
and  the  favorable  disi)osition  in  which  I  suppose  America  to  be. 

To  show  the  nature  of  the  horrible  war  which  I  propose  to  put  an  end  to  it.  la 
necessary  to  go  back  to  its  ori<fiu.  I  find  it  in  that  committee  of  darkness  which  met 
in  this  House  fifteen  years  ago  at  midnight.  This  company  of  black  conspirators,  who 
plotted  in  their  conventicle  the  destruction  of  the  British  Empire  and  sowed  the  seed 
of  all  the  evils,  of  all  the  disgraces,  and  of  all  the  insults  under  which  England  and 
America  have  groaned  from  the  fatal  moment  in  which  this  senseless  connuittee 
conceived  the  extravagant  idea  of  drawing  a  revenue  from  the  colonies  by  taxing 
subjects  in  a  House  where  they  had  no  representatives.  Thank  Heaven  I  have  no  re- 
proach to  make  to  myself!  I  opposed,  in  the  time  of  it,  this  horrible  measure  and 
2)redicted  tlm  fatal  effects,  and  I  have  the  chagrin  to  see  all  my  predictions  accom- 
plished. From  error  to  error,  from  one  false  measure  to  another,  we  arrived  to  the 
brink  of  a  precipice,  down  to  the  bottom  of  which  we  feel  onrselves  irresistibly  hur- 
ried by  the  weight  of  our  debts. 

From  the  time  that  the  word  independence,  coming  from  America,  resounded  in 
this  House  we  have  endeavored  to  evince  that  the  Americans  had  originally  tliis 
independence  in  view.  Nevertheless  the  events  have  demonstrated  that  nothing 
was  further  from  their  idea.  When  I  express  myself  thus  I  speak  of  Americans  in 
general.  I  pretend  not  to  insinuate  that  there  were  not  among  them  some  men  of 
inferior  rank  wlio  have  thought  that  they  saw  their  present  interest  in  the  independ- 
ence of  their  country.  In  so  vast  a  country  it  is  impossible  that  there  should  not  be 
found  some  such  senseless  men,  and  I  should  be  more  senseless,  more  absurd  than  the 
absurdest  of  them  all  if  I  conld  donbt  of  it  a  moment.  But  again,  once  more,  the  mass 
of  the  nation  did  not  aim  at  independence.  When  we  had  forced  this  peaceable 
people  to  a  just  resistance,  wliat  happened  here?  Our  lawyers  opened  the  road  of 
error;  we  never  inquired  how  wo  could  appease  these  risiug  ti'oubles.  Grave  men, 
distinguished  bj'  the  iiiost  eminent  talents  and  by  the  most  inllnential  offices,  talked 
of  conquest  and  submission.  ''  'I'he  Rubicon  is  passed,"  said  they  ;  "  the  sword  is 
drawii ;  if  you  do  not  kill  them  they  will  kill  ^oti."  I'lie  lawj^ets  wete  powerfiilly 
seconded  by  the  reverend  ministers  of  a  religion  which  teaches  peace  and  recdiil- 
Irlends  brotherly  love.  The  robe  and  the  mitre  animating  us  in  concert  to  massacre, 
we  plunged  onrselves  into  rivers  of  bldo'd,  spreading  terror,  devastation,  and  death 
over  the  whole  continent  of  America;  exhausting  ourselves  at  home  bothof  meil  and 
money,  dishonoring  forever  our  annals,  we  became  tlie  objects  of  horror  in  the  eyes 
of  indignant  Europe !  It  was  our  reverend  prelates  who  led  on  this  dance,  wliich 
may  be  justly  styled  the  dance  of  death !  These  reverend  prelates  liave  a  terrible 
account  to  give  to  their  country  and  to  their  consciences;  they  have  opened  upon 
them  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  who  have  justly  styled  them  the  rotten  part  of  tlie  con- 
stitution. 

Such  is  the  horrid  war  which  we  have  maintained  for  five  years.  Wliat  have  been 
its  horrible  fruits!  A  ruinous  war  to  sustain  against  the  two  branches  of  the  house 
of  Bourbon;  we  are  crushed  under  the  burden  of  an  immense  debt;  at  war  with 
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America;  at  war  with  Franco;  at  war  with  Spain,  without  having  a  single  ally  or  a 
single  power  for  our  friend.  On  the  contrary,  seeing  distinctly  and  without  doubt 
that  all  foreign  powers  act  directly  or  indirectly  iu  a  manner  absolutely  contrary  to 
our  interests,  not  to  say  in  a  hostile  manner,  there  are  none,  even  down  to  the  little 
inhabitants  of  Lubeck,  of  Dantzic,  and  of  Hamburg,  who  are  not  against  us  !  This 
is  not  all.  What  is  much  worse  still,  we  see  Holland,  our  natural  ally,  opposed  to 
our  interests  and  refusing  us  the  slightest  succor.  We  are  precisely  at  this  moment 
the  deer  marked  out  for  the  chase,  detached  by  the  bloodhounds  from  the  rest  of  the 
flock,  which  abandons  us!  If  our  situation  is  terrible,  we  need  not  believe  that  the 
Americans  repose  themselves  upon  bods  of  roses  ;  far  from  it,  and  it  is  from  the  bosom 
of  their  distress  from  which  issues  the  ray  of  hope  which  in  my  opinion  shines  upon 
us  at  this  day.  We  have  forced  them  to  contract  an  alliance  with  France.  This 
alliance  was  not  natural  ;  nature,  habit,  language,  and  religion  all  conspire  to  raise 
a  barrier  between  France  and  America ;  all  tend  to  bind  again,  between  England  and 
America,  the  natural  ties  heretofore  fortunate  and  happy.  The  Americans  have  not 
found  in  their  great  and  good  ally  the  friend  that  they  sought  in  him  ;  they  have  a 
natural  aversion  even  for  the  title  of  a  king.  They  prefer  the  republican  institutions 
to  absolute  monarchy;  they  are  overloaded  with  an  immense  debt,  the  burden  of 
which  France  has  not  appeared  forward  to  lighten  for  them.  Their  paper  money  is 
fallen  to  such  a  degree  of  depreciation  that  they  have  given  forty  dollars  in  paper 
for  one  dollar  in  silver  worth  four  shillings  and  six  pence.  The  greatest  part  among 
them  groan  under  the  tyranny  of  those  who  have  made  themselves  masters  of  power, 
desiring  ardently" the  restoration  of  the  ancient  form  of  government;  their  troops 
ill  paid,  and  still  worse  clothed,  have  been  reduced  to  such  dreadful  extremities,  tbat 
the  last  summer,  in  the  course  of  a  fatiguing  march,  they  saw  themselves  reduced  to 
the  ration  of  a  handful  of  pease  a  day  ;  as  for  the  rest,  their  allies  know  as  much 
upon  this  i)oint  as  we.  A  Frenchman,  distinguished  by  his  talents,  sent  some  years 
ago  by  his  court  to  America  to  observe  the  disposition  of  the  people  and  the  state  of 
things,  etc.,  in  a  letter,  which  he  wrote  from  the  place  of  his  destination,  serves  [sic] 
himself  of  these  remarkable  expressions  :  "One  shall  find  iu  a  coffee  house  of  Paris  a 
great  deal  more  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  of  libertj'  than  in  any  part  of  America." 

Let  us  take  advantage  of  these  circumstances.  Let  us  put  an  end  to  the  war  of 
America,  to  the  end  that  we  may  unite  more  efficaciously  all  our  efforts  against  the 
house  of  Bourbon.  1  believe  we  shall  not  find  much  hostility.  France  has  not 
gained,  Spain  has  considerably  lost;  let  us  strike  both  the  one  and  the  other  more  de- 
cisive blows.  We  can  not  do  this  without  making  peace  with  America.  We  can 
not  obtain  this  peace  but  by  offering  reasonable  terms  of  reconciliation.  I  have 
matui'ely  examined  all  which  has  been  proposed  before  me.  I  have  come  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  plan  of  conciliation  drawn  by  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  I  may  say,  in- 
deed, that  I  have  taken  it  for  my  model.  But  I  have  departed  from  it  iu  the  most 
essential  point.  The  Earl  of  Chatham's  bill  had  for  its  foundation  this  express  con- 
dition, that  America  should  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Britain,  and  that 
each  assembly  should  furnish  to  the  mass  of  the  public  revenue  a  certain  quota. 
Certainly,  if  we  were  to  make  at  this  day  to  America  a  similar  proposition  they 
would  laugh  iu  our  faces,  and  would  treat  those  who  should  dare  to  make  it  as 
smartly  as  they  treated  the  commissioners  who  visited  her  iu  1778.  The  great  object 
of  my  bill  is  that  something  certain  should  be  done,  which  may  be  proper  to  con- 
vince America  of  the  sincerity  of  those  views  with  which  we  invite  her  to  enter  into 
some  conciliatory  convention  with  his  mnjesty.  In  one  word,  the  title  of  my  bill  is 
an  analysis  of  it,  A  hill  to  appease  the  troubles  which  have  some  time  subsisted  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  and  to  authorise  his  majesty  to  send  commissioners,  clothed 
tvith  full  powers,  to  treat  with  America. 

ITere  ends  General  Conway's  speech, upon  which  I  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  observations  upon  one  part  only.     [The  remainder  of  this 
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despatch  is  tlie  same  with  the  bracketed  portion  of  letter  to  M.  Geuet 
May  17,  1780,  s?/j>m.J 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Parts,  May  20  17S0. 

Sir:  In  tlie  House  of  Commons,  on  the  (>th  of  May,  General  Conway 
read  the  title  and  explained  the  clauses  of  his  proposed  bill  for  recon- 
ciliation or  i>eace  with  America.  It  consisted  in  the  repeal  of  all  the 
acts  which  have  revolted  America.  He  desired  that  the  House  would 
receive  it,  add  to  it,  subtract  from  it,  modify  and  alter  it,  as  they  pleased. 

Lord  Kugent  agreed  to  the  necessity  of  doing  something  which  should 
give  Great  Britain  a  hope  of  reconciliation  with  America.  He  did 
not  approv^e  the  tenor  of  the  bill,  although  he  seconded  the  motion,  but 
invited  the  house  to  prepare  one. 

It  is  certain  [said  Lord  Xugeut]  that  in  the  alarmiug  situation  we  are  in  it  is  of 
decisive  importance  to  make  peace  with  America,  for  iu  fact  we  have  nothing  but 
her;  there  does  not  remain  to  nsone  power  in  Europe,  and  what  is  worse,  an  armed 
nentrality  against  the  spirit  of  treaties,  speaking  the  language  of  neutral  powers,  sec- 
onds efficaciouslj'  the  powers  who  are  our  enemies.  Ifc  is  about  twenty  years  that  the 
state  of  atfairs  is  considerably  changed  in  Europe;  it  is  the  King  of  Prussia  who  has 
eft'ected  tliis  revolution.  Considering  the  turn  which  affairs  have  taken  under  his 
reign,  Prussia  gives  actually  as  much  umbrage  to  the  house  of  Austria  as  the  house  of 
Bourbon  gave  it  heretofore  ;  so  that  on  the  one  hand  the  difference  of  interests,  on  the 
other  the  influence  of  certain  courts,  and  in  several  other  cabinets  a  profound  indif- 
ference, have  totally  turned  what  is  called  the  balance  of  power;  nevertheless,  if 
those  of  the  princes  of  Europe  who  ought  to  sustain  us  contemplate  coldly  our  fall, 
they  have  not  ouly  renounced  the  principles  of  honor,  but  they  have  even  lost  out  of 
sight  their  proper  interests;  for  if  they  suffer  the  house  of  Bourbon  to  become  the 
first  maritime  power  of  Europe,  their  states  must  in  their  turn  partake  of  our  fall; 
hut  they  occupy  themselves  with  momentary  interests,  and  sacrifice  to  transient  con- 
siderations those  solid  and  permanent  interests  which  wise  men  never  lose  sight  of. 

By  comparing  this  speech  with  tbe  declaration  of  Lord  Xugent's  re- 
pentance for  having  called  us  rebels  and  the  ode  to  mankind,  and  alto- 
gether with  the  true  state  of  facts  and  political  interests  of  the  world 
at  present,  we  shall  see  that  his  lordship  is  more  of  a  poet  and  an 
honest  man  than  he  is  of  a  great  statesman ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  the 
armed  neutrality  is  not  against  the  spirit  of  treaties.  In  the  next  place, 
it  is  not  in  fact  the  King  of  Prussia,  but  the  United  States  of  America, 
who  have  effected  the  revolution  in  the  political  system  and  the  vari- 
ation in  the  balance  of  power.  Thirdly,  it  is  not  because  certain  powers 
contemplate  coldly  the  fall  of  England,  but  because  they  see  England 
is  unable  to  stand  in  the  rank  she  once  held,  and  that  there  is  a  new 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  79. 
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power  arising  in  the  west,  in  which  they  are  all  interested,  who  will  not 
only  maintain  her  gronnd,  bnt  advance  with  a  rapidity  that  has  no 
example,  and  that  it  is  the  interest  of  all  the  powers  that  no  one  of 
them  should  have  an  exclusive  monopoly  of  the  commerce  or  polit- 
ical weight  of  this  rising  state  that  stimulate  them  to  favor  it. 

But  it  is  really  surprising  to  observe  how  few  persons  there  are  in 
England  who  have  reflected  upon  the  present  state  of  the  world,  and 
have  had  sagacity  enough  to  penetrate  the  true  principles  of  its  policy. 

Mr.  Eden  followed  Lord  i^Tugent  in  the  debate,  and  indulged  himself 
in  sjiorting  with  the  flowers  of  rhetoric  and  pleasantries  of  wit,  without 
many  solid  observations  that  deserve  notice.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  remark  two  or  three  things,  however : 

In  general  [he  says]  the  object  of  tlie  Louorablo  member  (General  Conway)  is 
extremely  praiseworthy,  but  the  present  moment  is  not  proper  for  the  pursuit  of  it; 
it  is  not  at  present  that  Parliament  can  say  we  will  grant  this  or  will  refuse  that, 
because  they  ask  nothing  of  lis.  Every  unsolicited  offer  will  be  regarded  as  a  tacit 
confession  of  our  weakness;  a  useless  instrument  in  the  hands  of  the  well-inten- 
tioned inhabitants,  it  will  become  an  offensive  and  dangerous  arm  in  the  hands  of 
Congress.  It  is  important  for  the  present  to  leave  the  scales  in  the  equilibrium  where 
they  arc.  The  return  of  the  Americans  to  the  suggestions  of  duty  and  loyalty  now 
divides  the  continent  by  diminishing  the  number  of  the  supporters  of  rebellion,  now 
shaken  to  its  centre.  In  such  circumstances  a  manly  confidence,  wisdom,  and  mod- 
eration may  make  the  balance  iucliue  to  our  side.  Precipitation  in  our  councils, 
snportluous  discussions,  domestic  divisions,  premature  and  imprudent  overtures,  may 
draw  it  over  to  the  other  forever.  I  say  superfluous  discussions  ;  this  is  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  all  those  that  I  comprehend  in  the  number,  and  consequently,  to  put  an  end 
to  it  I  demand  the  order  of  the  day. 

Lord  George  Gordon  seconded  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eden,  not  because 
he  was  of  his  opinion,  for  he  ridiculed  it  with  all  the  wit  imaginable,  bnt 
because  the  General's  bill  appeared  to  him  to  announce  a  commission  as 
ridiculous  as  that  of  1780*,  since  probably  they  would  not  begin  by  ac- 
knowledging the  independence  of  America.  Mr.  Cruger  said  that  if  peace 
with  America  could  not  be  obtained  without  acknowledging  her  inde- 
pendence they  ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment.  Mr.  W.  Pitt  said  that 
neither  conciliatory  bills  nor  peace-making  commissioners  would  make 
peace  with  America.  The  ministry  must  retire.  The  Americans  will 
never  listen  to  any  propositions  until  the  present  ministers  resign  their 
places  to  men  who  have  not  lost  the  confidence  of  America  by  deceiv- 
iug  them  and  the  confidence  of  the  nation  by  imposing  upon  Parlia- 
ment. 

Here  is  another  proof,  among  many  that  are  given  every  day  by  the 
opposition  themselves,  of  their  hunger  for  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and 
that  they  do  not  mean  with  good  faith  to  make  peace.  America  would 
as  readily  make  peace  upon  proper  terms  with  the  present  ministry  as 
any  other,  and  she  would  not  make  peace  upon  improper  terms  with 
any  other  ministry  sooner  than  with  the  present. 

*It  is  thus  in  the  manuscript,  but  it  should  probably  be  1778. 
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Lord  George  Germain  said  : 

If  our  reconciliation  with  America  depended  npon  the  resignation  of  the  present 
ministers,  and  they  were  convinced  of  tlie  efficacy  of  this  measure,  I  am  persuaded 
they  would  take  it  unanimously  forthwith.  Mostcertainly  all  good  men  in  the  king- 
dom ought  to  wish  that  peace  he  made  upon  honorable  and  advantageous  terms. 
This  is  the  wish  of  my  heart,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  its  accomplishment  is  not  far 
off.  Tliis  is  not  speculation  ;  my  opinion  is  founded  upon  fresh  advices.  I  lirndy  he- 
lieve  that  the  moment  of  reconciliation  is  not  far  distant.  The  state  of  profound 
distress  to  which  tho  Americans  And  themselves  reduced  has  brought  tliem  back,  if 
not  to  duty  in  general,  at  least  to  reflection  and  to  a  knowledge  of  their  true  inter- 
ests; and  I  can  assure  the  House  that  the  greatest  number  not  oiUy  desire  to  return  to 
tlieir  allegiance,  but  express  the  desire  of  it,  and  testify  that  they  are  re.ady  to  seize 
a  favorable  opportunity,  and  would  not  wait  for  any  opportunity  if  they  were  not  held 
iu  by  the  tyranny  of  those  who  have  made  themselves  masters  of  power.  1  do  not 
think  that  the  Congress  will  ever  appear  disposed  to  enter  into  treaty;  but  the  misery 
of  the  people — but  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  money — but  the  burden  of  debt  under 
which  the  community  staggers — but  the  repugnance  which  all  orders  of  tlie  people 
ti'stify  for  the  alliance  which  they  have  made  them  contract  with  France,  the  little 
utility  which  this  alliance  has  been  of  to  America,  all  announce,  in  fine,  that  the 
different  assemblies  of  that  continent  will  not  be  long  before  they  come  to  terms. 

It  is  really  difficult  to  say  what  epithets  ought  to  be  given  to  this 
.•speech.  When  a  minister  of  a  great  nation  can  rise  in  its  great  coun- 
cil, and  with  so  much  cold  blood,  so  much  solemnity,  and  such  appear- 
ance of  reflection  and  deliberation  affirm  such  things,  what  shall  we 
nay  ? 

The  absurdity  of  his  distinctions  is  not  less  remarkable  than  the 
grossness  of  his  misinformation  respecting  facts,  that  Congress  will 
not  treat,  but  the  several  assemblies  will.  Is  not  Congress  the  crea- 
ture of  the  assemblies  ?  Do  not  the  assemblies  create  the  members  of 
Congress  every  year.  Can  not  they  annihilate  them  every  moment? 
Can  not  the  assemblies  instruct  their  members  of  Congress?  Can  not 
the  people  instruct  their  members  of  assembly  ?  But  it  is  endless  to 
remark.  The  same  system  of  fraud  and  misrepresentation  which  first 
deceived  Great  Britain  into  this  controversy  and  war  with  America 
still  deceives  them  into  the  continuance  of  it,  and  will  deceive  them  to 
their  ruin.  This  should  be  the  less  afflicting  to  America,  as,  since  there 
is  every  reason  to  think  that  Great  Britain  will  be  hereafter  our  nat- 
ural and  habitual  enemy,  disposed  to  war  with  us  whenever  she  can, 
the  more  completely  she  is  exhausted,  humbled,  and  abased  before 
the  peace  the  securer  we  shall  be  forever  after. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

P.  S.— The  charge  d'aflaires  of  Denmark  has  notified  to  the  min- 
istry at  Stockholm,  the  28th  of  April,  that  this  court  had  acceded  to 
the  armed  neutrality  to  which  the  Empress  of  Russia  had  invited  it, 
and  he  has  requested,  in  consequence,  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign,  his 
Swedish  majesty,  to  enter  into  the  same  confederation.  Although  no 
positive  answer  has  as  yet  been  given  him,  it  is  nevertheless  not  at  all 
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doubted  that  Sweden  will  concur  with  the  other  neutral  inaritiuu^ 
powers  to  restrain  the  excesses  of  the  armed  ships  and  cruisers  of  the 
belligerent  powers;  an  excess  of  which  the  rencounter  of  the  frigate 
Illerim  with  a  cruiser  from  Mahon  lurnished  a  new  examjile,  as  was  re- 
marked at  the  head  of  the  relation  which  the  court  has  published  of  it. 

J.  A. 


Luzerne  to  Washington.* 
[Translalion.] 

rniLADELPHiA,  May  21,1780. 
Sir  :  You  will  be  informed  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  of  Ihe 
measures  adopted  by  the  Congress  relative  to  the  operations  of  the  next 
campaign.  1  will  not  enter  into  a  detail  with  respect  to  them.  I  con- 
flue  myself  to  assure  your  excellency  of  the  eagerness  of  my  countrymen 
to  share  in  your  success,  of  tlie  zeal  which  animates  them  for  the  cause 
which  you  so  gloriously  defend,  and  of  the  desire  1  have  to  receive  your 
advice  and  orders  in  everything  in  which  you  shall  believe  that  I  may 
contribute  to  the  success  of  the  combined  operations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Luzerne. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

The  if  ague,  May  21,  1780. 

SiU:  The  express  sent  to  Petersburgh  with  the  answer  of  the  States- 
General  has  not  yet  returned.  In  the  mean  time  it  is  known  here,  by 
a  despatch  of  the  resident  of  the  republic  at  Petersburgh,  that  the  news 
of  the  provincial  resolution  of  Holland,  which  always  gives  the  tone  to 
the  others,  has  caused  there  a  very  agreeable  sensation  not  only  to  the 
court  of  Russia,  flattered  to  see  the  republic  enter  into  its  views,  but 
also  to  the  foreign  ministers  resident  there;  and  that  the  Prussian 
minister,  above  all,  expressed  himself  very  strongly  on  the  insolence 
of  the  English  and  on  the  indignity  of  their  procedure  to  the  republic; 
in  fine,  that  the  system  of  the  armed  neutrality  to  humiliate  the 
English  gains  force  more  and  more  at  the  court  and  among  the  powers, 
which  is  very  visible  in  the  conversations  among  the  ministers. 

I  wrote  some  days  ago  to  Amsterdam  to  advise  them  to  offer  to  the 
state  every  fifth  sailor  of  their  merchant  ships,  in  order  to  take  away 
the  pretext  of  the  scarcity  of  sailors  in  the  fleet  of  the  republic;  and  I 
recommended  to  them  to  prevent  evil  minded  i)ersons  i)resenting  a 
counter  address.  They  answered  me  that  the  address  demands  of  the 
states  the  prompt  protection  of  commerce,  and  offers  them  whatever 
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tboy  may  wish  to  dv.iw  froai  that  commerce,  whetlior  it  be  the  every 
tilth  or  third  seaman ;  and  that  though  all  have  iiot  signed  it,  no  one 
will  dare  to  opi)Ose  it.  This  address  will  be  presented  next  week,  and 
if  1  can  have  a  coi)y  of  it  soon  enouy;h  I  will  add  hereto  a  copy  or 
translation. 

We  flatter  ourselves  soon  to  see  Mr.  Laureus  arrive  here,  as  we  liave 
been  assured.  It  is  time  for  the  politics  as  well  as  for  the  credit  of 
America  that  some  person  as  distinguished  as  himself  should  (!ome 
here.  He  can  not.  yet  display  a  public  character  ;  but  his  presence  will 
do  none  the  less  good  among  the  friends  of  America  iu  this  country.  I 
wish  he  was  already  with  us. 

J  was  going,  sir,  to  close  this  packet  when  I  received  the  visit  of  ]M. 
Van  de  Perre,  partner  of  M.  Meyiu'rs,  who  form  together  the  most 
eminent  commercial  house  at  Middlebourg,  in  Zealand.  He  begs  me 
to  support  the  claim  that  he  has  made  through  Messrs.  I.  de  Neufville 
&  Son,  aiul  by  another  way  also,  to  Congress  on  the  ship  Berl-enhos, 
bound  from  Liverpool  to  Leghorn,  and  loaded  with  herrings  ami  lead 
for  Dutch  and  Italian  account,  taken  by  John  Paul  Jones,  captain  of 
the  Continental  frigate  Alliance.  M.  Van  de  Perre  is  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished family  in  Zealand,  director  of  the  East  India  Company, 
nephew  of  M.  Van  Berckel,  lirst  counselor  pensionary  of  Amsterdam, 
the  brave  republican  of  whom  all  my  letters  make  mention,  and  who 
is  the  great  friend  of  Americans.  I  have  no  need  to  say  anything 
more  to  recommend  the  affair  of  this  vessel  to  Congress. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Franklin  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  Maij  22,  1780. 
Sir. :  The  Baron  d'Arendt,  colonel  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States, 
having  expressed  to  me  a  desire  of  returning  to  the  service  in  America, 
though  not  entirely  cured  of  his  wound  which  occasioned  his  voyage  to 
Europe,  1  endeavored  to  dissuade  him  from  the  undertaking.  But  he 
having  procured  a  letter  to  me  from  M.  de  Vergennes,  of  which  I  send 
your  excellency  a  copy  herewith,  I  have  been  induced  to  advance  him 
twenty-five  louis  d'ors  towards  enabling  him  to  proceed.  To  justify 
his  long  absence,  he  intends  laying  before  Congress  some  letters  from 
William  Lee,  which  he  thinks  will  be  suflticient  for  that  purpose. 
With  great  respect,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


^MSS.  Dep.of  Statt^;    2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  102;    8  Sparks'  Frankliu,  455 ;  7 
Bigelow's  Frankliu,  59. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress/ 

Paris,  May  23,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  public  papers  announce  that  all  the  maritime  powers  have 
acceded  to  the  proposition  of  Russia  respecting  an  armed  neutrality. 
The  article  from  Stockholm  is  of  the  2d  of  May  : 

Our  court  has  accepted  the  plan  of  au  armed  neutrality  which  the  Empress  of  all 
the  Russias  has  proposed  to  it;  and  iu  cousequeuce  has  giveu  orders  to  equip  six 
more  ships  of  the  Hue  ;  so  that  our  naval  force  will  consist,  like  that  of  Denmark,  of 
six  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates,  whereof  six  vessels  of  war  will  remain  iu  the 
port  of  Carlserona,  equipped  and  ready  to  be  employed  on  the  iirst  order. 

The  article  from  Copenhagen  is  of  the  0th  of  May : 

The  court  has  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  her  majesty  the  Empress  of  Russia  in 
regard  to  an  armed  neutrality,  and  in  consequence  they  are  busy  in  taking  measures 
for  the  armament.  Besides  the  four  vessels  of  the  line  and  the  two  frigates  wliich 
they  equipped,  the  court  have  further  put  in  commission  two  other  ships  of  the  line, 
Uie  Jylland,  of  ten  guns,  and  the  Mars,  of  sixty,  and  they  are  taking  all  possible  jiain.s, 
both  here  and  in  Norway  and  in  the  other  provinces  of  this  kingdom,  to  recruit  the 
number  of  men  necessary  for  this  armament.  Two  of  our  ships  of  the  line,  the  If'a- 
grien  and  the  Infods,  passed  into  the  road  last  Saturday.  The  same  day  Captain  Zier- 
vogel,  conmianding  a  frigate,  set  sail  with  the  officers  and  crews  necessary  to  bring 
here  the  two  frigates  which  are  at  Fredericksham,  in  Norway.  The  Russian  ships  of 
war.  Captain  Spendof,  who  has  wintered  here,  and  the  frigate  of  the  same  nation 
which  was  upon  its  return  from  Norway,  set  sail  yesterday  for  Petersburgh. 

There  is  another  article  from  Paris  of  the  12th  of  May  : 

The  court  of  Portugal  [they  say]  has  given  assurance  to  ours  of  arming  if  neces- 
sary to  maintain  the  neutrality,  and  by  means  of  the  accession  of  this  power  to  the 
system  it  appears  that  there  can  remain  little  hope  to  England  of  finding  an  ally  who 
will  make  a  common  cause  with  her,  and  aid  her  to  preserve  the  empire  of  the  seas, 
of  which  she  llattered  herself  she  would  never  be  dispossessed. 

Another  article  from  Hamburg  of  the  12th  of  May : 

At  a  time  when  there  is  an  extraordinary  dearth  of  news  our  politicians  occupy 
themselves  al)out  the  declaration  of  the  court  of  Russia  to  the  belligerent  powers 
and  the  proposition  of  this  same  court  to  the  neutral  powers.  Already,  they  say,  it 
is  no  longer  doubtful  that  the  courts  of  Sweden,  of  Denmark,  and  the  States-General 
of  the  United  Provinces  have  acceded  to  the  proposition  of  the  Empress  of  Russia, 
and  that  they  arm  themselves.  It  is  now  the  problem  to  know  if  the  court  of  Portu- 
gal will  follow  their  example.  In  the  mean  time  our  speculators  appear  iu  general 
very  curious  to  know  what  will  be  the  measures  which  the  neutral  powers  will  take 
for  the  execution  of  their  designs,  and  at  what  time  the  plan  of  this  armed  neutrality 
can  have  its  effect. 

Another  is  an  article  from  London  of  the  12th  of  May  : 

The  day  before  yesterday  the  court  received  despatches  from  its  ministers  in  the 
northern  courts,  which  confirm  the  news  of  a  plan  of  confederation  formed  by  the 
powers  of  that  part  of  Europe  for  the  protection  of  their  respective  subjects  against 
the  attacks  of  the  belligerent  powers.  The  despatches  of  Sir  Joseph  Yorke  announce, 
they  say,  an  approaching  negotiation  between  the  court  of  London  and  the  States- 
General,  to  the  end  to  adjust  amicably  the  difterence  arisen  between  the  two  nations 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  87. 
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relative  to  tlio  captnro  of  some  Dutch  vessels  and  the  insnlt  oflored  to  the  fla;;  of  the 
republic  by  Commodore  Fielding.  It  is  believed  that  this  affair  will  bo  terminated 
to  the  inntual  satisfaction  of  the  two  parties,  and  that  this  negotiation  may  well 
serve  to  pave  the  way  to  a  reconciliation  among  the  powers  at  war,  to  which  there  is 
no  doubt  England  would  sincerely  agree  upon  honorable  conditions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

p.  s. — A  second  division  is  said  to  be  preparing^  at  Brest  of  several 

shii)s  of  the  line  and  several  thousand  men. 

J.  A. 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Translation.] 

Versailles,  May  24, 1780. 

Sir  :  I  liave  received  the  two  letters  which  you  have  done  me  the 
lionor  to  write  to  me  on  the  12th  and  19th  of  the  present  month.  I  had 
no  need  of  your  apology  to  induce  me  to  render  justice  to  the  patriotic 
sent  iments  with  which  you  are  animated.  Ton  un<lerstand  the  interests 
and  engagements  of  your  country,  and  I  ani  persuaded  you  will  never 
liave  any  other  object  than  to  consolidate  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
You  can  judge  by  this,  sir,  what  confidence  v.e  place  in  your  principles 
and  what  security  we  feel  beforehand  as  to  the  conduct  you  will  hold 
in  case  the  court  of  London  should  propose  to  you  overtures  of  concili- 
ation. 

I  offer  you  many  thanks  for  the  American  gazettes  which  you  hav^e 
been  so  kind  as  to  send  me.  I  will  take  care  that  they  shall  all  be 
returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


Report  of  a  Committee  of  Congress  on  a  Conference  with  the  French  Min- 
ister.! 

In  Congress,  May  24,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  on  the 
subject  of  supplies  and  other  matters  mentioned  in  this  appointment 
report  as  follows : 

In  their  first  conference  with  the  minister  he  mentioned  his  solicitude 
to  procure  the  necessary  provisions  for  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  that  he  wished  to  render  every  step  he  should  take 
on  this  subject  conformable  to  the  designs  of  Congress  and  conducive  to 
the  support  of  the  combined  forces;  that  he  would  therefore  lay  before 

*  8  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  88  ;  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  177, 
tMSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  68fi. 
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the  committee  tlie  measures  that  he  had  already  ent  -red  into,  and  was 
desirous  to  agree  upon  any  plan  for  our  mutual  benefit  which  we  should 
think  it  proper  to  adopt. 

That  previous  to  our  appointment,  the  moments  being  precious,  ho 
had  despatched  an  agent  to  consult  the  commander-in-chief  and  General 
Greene  on  the  subject  of  supplies,  and  would  inform  us  of  their  senti- 
ments at  his  return  ;  that  lest  his  purchases  might  interfere  with  those 
which  the  States  should  make  on  account  of  the  continent,  he  had 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  let  the  whole  business  pass  through  their 
hands,  and  had  accordingly  written  to  Governor  Trumbull  for  a  limited 
supply  of  beef,  pork,  and  nuitton,  leaving  it  to  his  option  either  to  be 
paid  in  bills  upon  France,  specie,  or  Continental  bills  of  credit. 

The  committee  have  stated  this  information,  that  Congress  may,  if 
they  should  find  it  necessary,  give  them  their  directions  before  they 
digest  any  plan  with  the  minister  of  France  on  the  return  of  his  agent. 

The  committee  conceive  the  establishment  of  posts  and  expresses, 
who  shall  bring  the  earliest  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  of  our 
ally  and  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  as  so  necessary  to  the  right  applica- 
tion of  our  force,  that  they  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  comaiittee  of  intelligence  be  directed  to  establish 
regular  posts  to  and  from  the  different  parts  of  the  seaco.ists  of  this 
continent,  from  Charleston  to  Boston,  in  such  manner  as  will  most  ef- 
fectually procure  information  of  the  approach  of  the  fleet  of  our  ally 
and  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  consequence  thereof. 

The  committee  are  further  of  opinion,  from  the  representations  of  the 
minister  of  France,  that  every  means  should  be  used  to  add  to  the 
strength  of  the  fleet  of  our  ally  on  their  arrival,  particularly  by  complet- 
ing the  ship  America^  since  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  naval  force 
which  the  enemy  may  send  to  this  coast,  in  order  to  frustrate  the 
friendly  endeavors  of  our  ally  in  our  behalf,  will  be  adajited  to  that  of 
France,  without  taking  into  calculation  any  addition  which  it  may  receive 
here.    They  therefore  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  directed  to  fit  for  sea,  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  the  several  ships  of  war  and  frigates  now  in  port. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  respective  States 
within  whose  ports  any  of  the  said  ships  or  frigates  may  be  to  afford 
every  assistance  to  the  board  of  admiralty  on  this  application  for  artifl. 
cers,  laborers,  and  materials  for  preparing  the  same  for  sea  and  for 
completing  this  complement  of  men. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  defray  every  necessary  exiieiise  which 
any  State  shall  incur  in  consequence  of  the  above  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  empowered,  if  they  shall 
think  it  advisable  to  dispose  of  the  Saratoga,  to  apply  the  jiroceeds 
thereof  to  complete  the  America,  or  any  of  the  frigates  which  may  by 
that  means  be  shortly  fitted  for  sea. 
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AtkI  whereas  it  is  proper  to  make  provision  for  repairing  any  dam- 
age which  the  fleets  of  onr  ally  may  sustain  by  storms  or  otherwise  : 

Eesolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  be  directed  to  cause  as  mauy 
masts,  yards,  and  spars  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  the  above  pur- 
poses to  be  procured. 

Resolved,  That  they  may  be  also  directed  to  settle  signals  with  the 
commanding  officers  of  any  ship  or  ships  of  our  ally  which  may  now 
or  shall  hereafter  be  upon  the  coasts  of  tlic  United  States. 

And  for  the  promoting  of  harmony  and  forwarding  the  common  views 
of  France  and  America,  it  was  further  agreed  between  the  minister  of 
France  and  your  committee  that  they  should  suggest  to  Congress  the 
propriety  of  adopting  measures  to  prevent  desertions  from  the  fleet  and 
army  of  our  allies,  in  which  view  they  submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  these  United 
States  to  pass  laws  for  the  punishment  of  such  persons  as  shall  en- 
courage desertions  from  the  fleets  or  armies  of  any  foreign  power, 
who  shall  prosecute  the  war  in  America  in  conjunction  with  these 
United  States,  and  for  the  recovering  such  deserters  as  shall  endeavor 
to  conceal  themselves  among  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Robert  K.  Livingston, 

Chairman. 


J.  Adams  to  A.  Lee.* 

Paris,  May  25,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  kind  favor  of  April  12  is  yet  unanswered. 
With  nothing  at  all  to  do,  I  am  as  busy  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life. 
Whether  any  good  will  result  from  it  time  must  discover.  I  have 
undertaken  to  inform  Congress  a  little  more  particularly  than  they 
are  wont  to  be  informed  of  some  things  that  have  passed  in  Europe 
which  will  ultimately  affect  them,  but  I  find  it  is  in  vain  to  put  my 
eyes  out  writing,  for  when  letters  are  written  we  can  not  get  them 
across  the  water.  I  have,  however,  sworn,  and  I  will  perform.  If  it 
is  possible  to  get  letters  to  them  by  the  way  of  Spain  or  Holland,  or 
any  other  way,  let  the  expense  be  what  it  will,  they  shall  go.  I  have 
a  very  good  opinion  of  Count  Sarsfield,  and  have  the  honor  to  see 
him  sometimes,  though  not  so  often  as  I  wish.  Too  many  unsuitable 
characters,  it  is  very  certain,  have  been  permitted  to  meddle  in  our 
affairs,  but  when,  or  how  it  will  be  remedied,  God  only  knows.  In  a 
country  where  everything  goes  and  is  done  by  protection,  and  when 
the  maxims  of  government  are  the  direct  opposites  of  ours,  I  see  no 
prospect  of  having  it  otherwise,  let  who  will  be  in  or  out. 

As  to  jobs,  I  never  had  and  never  will  have  anything  to  do  in  any, 
let  the  consequence  to  me  and  my  family  be  wnat  it  will.     The  trusts 

*  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  177. 
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with  which  you  and  I  liave  beou  honored  by  our  country  are  too  sacred 
to  be  tarnished  by  the  little  seltish  intrigues  in  which  the  insects  about 
•a,  court  are  eternally  buzzing.  If  I  had  neither  a  sense  of  duty,  nor  the 
pri<lc  of  virtue,  nor  any  other  pride — if  1  had  no  higher  princii)le  or 
quality  than  vanity,  it  would  mortify  this  in  an  extreme  degree  to  sully 
and  debase  so  pure  a  cause  by  any  such  practices.  On  the  characters 
you  mention  I  shall  never  condescend  to  bestow  my  contidence,  nor  my 
resentment,  nor  contempt.  They  have  ever  been  treated  by  me,  and 
ever  will  be,  with  justice  and  civility  ;  but  they  will  never  be  my  friends. 
I  have  received  a  letter  by  the  way  of  Bilboa  for  you,  which  I  do  my- 
self the  honor  to  enclose. 

1  was  in  hopes  you  would  have  been  at  Congress  before  now.  Your 
situation  must  be  disagreeable,  but  I  know  from  experience  it  can  be 
borne. 

Pray,  how  do  you  relish  Clinton's  letter  !*  1  think  the  policy  of  France 
and  Spain  is  pointed  out  by  it  in  sunbeams.  1  hope  they  will  profit  by 
it.  They  seemed  to  be  convinced  of  it  before  this  letter  arrived.  They 
have  now  the  testimony  of  our  enemy  to  the  truth  and  justice  of  what 
you  and  I  had  the  honor  to  represent  to  them  in  conjunction  with  our 
colleague  last  January  was  twelve  months. 
I  am,  with  much  esteem,  etc.,  yours, 

John  Adams. 

I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Dr.  Gordon ;  both  desire  to 
be  remembered  to  you.  No  news  from  either,  only  respecting  our  con- 
stitution, which  it  seems  the  convention  have  adopted  without  any 
essential  alterations.  They  have  i)ublished  their  result  for  the  remarks 
and  opinidil!^  Of  the  Jieople,  after  which  they  are  to  revise  it.  If  two- 
Ihii-ds  df  tlie  people,  in  1795,  shall  desire  a  convention  to  revise  and 
^iter,  as  experience  shall  find  necessary,  it  is  to  be  done.  Massachu- 
setts very  intent  on  filling  up  theit  quota  of  the  Ooutiueutal  Army. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.t 

Paris,  May  L*0,  1780. 

Sir:  At  a  numerous  assembly  of  gentlemen  of  the  law  in  Dublin, 
held  the  30th  of  April,  Captain  Henry  Hewartin  the  chair,  after  having 
collected  the  votes,  Henry  Grattan  was  unanimously  admitted  an  hon- 
orary member;  and  it  was  agreed  with  the  same  unanimity  that  the 
following  address  should  be  presented  to  him  : 

Siu  :  The  body  of  tlie  gentlemeu  of  the  luw,  ambitions  of  associating  to  themselves 
a  ruau  whom  they  cousifler  as  an  ornament  of  his  conntry  and  as  the  lirm  siipi)ort  of 
her  rights,  unanimonsly  prays  yon  to  accept  the  title  of  honorary  member  of  this 

•  A  forgery.     See  the  letter  of  W.  Lee  to  J.  Adams,  July  8,  1780,  infra. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  :?  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  89. 
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society,  as  an  unequivocal  testimony  of  their  admiration  of  vast  talents  when  they 
are  displayed  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  virtue.  They  request  you  particularly  to 
accept  of  their  most  affectionate  thanks  for  the  noble  effort  that,  in  concurrence  with 
several  of  the  most  respectable  persons  in  the  kingdom,  you  made  on  Wednesday,  the 
19th  current,  in  defense  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  iu  endeavoring  to  unite  the 
British  empire.  They  ass  ;re  you  that  although  the  event  has  not  entirely  answered, 
either  to  their  expectations  or  to  the  nobleness  of  your  efforts,  they  are  firmly  det'  r- 
mined  to  sustain  their  rights,  such  as  they  are  laid  down  in  the  resolutions  which 
you  have  proposed.  They  esteem  it  happy  to  see  that,  without  excepting  even  the 
servants  of  the  crown,  all  the  members  of  the  House  have  acknowledged  the  truth 
of  the  principle  upon  which  those  resolutions  stood,  although  the  majority  has  not 
accented  them,  alleging  that  at  this  critical  time  it  Avas  not  necessary  to  renew  the 
declarations  already  standing  on  the  journals  of  the  House  and  subsisting  in  full  force. 

To  this  address  Mr.  Grattau  made  the  following  reply : 

Gentlemen  :  I  esteem  myself  infinitely  honored  to  be  a  member  of  an  association 
which  has  merited  fo  a  long  time  my  attention  and  my  admiration.  By  declaring 
that  there  is  no  power  capable  of  subjecting  this  country  but  the  king,  the  peers,  and 
commons  of  Ireland,  you  render  a  great  service  to  this  nation,  because  yon  give  to 
all  the  other  corps  of  volunteers  the  great  example  to  make  the  same  declaration  of 
their  rights  under  the  sanction  of  your  corps,  who  not  only  protect  the  nation  in  arms, 
but  by  your  knowledge  and  authority  propagate  the  great  principles  of  law  and 
liberty. 

In  a  country  which  possesses  laws  like  ours,  and  men  of  your  merit  agitate  the  great 
question  of  liberty,  it  is  to  be  free.  I  rejoice,  then,  that  the  rights  of  Ireland  have 
been  discussed.  This  discussion  has  opened  the  eyes  of  a  people  who  had  slept  during 
the  course  of  a  century,  and  forced  almost  all  the  representatives  of  this  people  who 
are  susceptible  of  principle  to  deny  that  any  foreign  legislature  has  rights  over  Ire- 
land, and  makes  this  declaration  circulate  through  all  the  great  associations  of  the 
kingdom,  and  will  finally  extirpate  all  that  remains  of  authority  usurped  by  the 
British  Parliament. 

I  observe  with  satisfaction  that  you  think,  like  me,  that  liberty  is  the  tie  which  pre- 
serves the  union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  We  are  attached  to  Great  Britain, 
but  not  to  its  yoke.  Common  privileges  formed  oriijinally  our  connection  with  Great 
Britain  ;  these  same  privileges  will  render  this  connection  indissoluble.  If  Irelaiid 
acknowledged  as  a  slave  the  supremacy  of  the  British  Parliament,  she  would  be  tlie 
enemy  of  British  liberty,  because  in  that  case  she  would  league  herself  with  the  min- 
isters to  annihilate  the  system  of  government  and  precipitate  all  the  subjects  of  his 
majesty  into  a  state  of  equality. 

I  regard  the  liberty  of  Ireland  as  adding  to  the  safety  of  that  of  Great  Britain, 
which,  instead  of  protestations  of  loyalty  extorted  from  a  province  devoted  to  pillage, 
will  actually  receive  a  tribute  of  affection  sensibly  felt  on  the  part  of  a  free  peojde. 
As  a  friend  of  the  constitutions  of  the  two  kingdoms,  as  desirous  of  an  honorable  and 
permanent  union,  I  esteem  myself  happy  to  see  myself  enrolled  among  men  who  have 
your  courage  and  your  principles. 

Ou  the  13th  of  April  the  British  frigate  the  Rijwna,  Captaiu  Thomp- 
son, arrived  at  Gibraltar  at  midnight,  having  escaped  the  fire  of  three 
batteries,  three  chebecs  of  twenty-eight  guns  each,  and  a  frigate  of 
thirty-two.  Don  Barcelo,  in  the  Spanish  Admiral,  pursued  him  in  a 
fifty-gun  ship.  The  Don's  squadron  consists  of  six  ships  of  the  line, 
one  frigate  of  thirty-two  guns,  tliree  chebecs  of  twenty-eight  guns  each, 
and  a  number  of  fire  ships  and  galleys,  which  intercept  all  which  pass  the 
gut,  and  completely  blockade  Gibraltar,  and  the  squadron  of  Commo- 


704  DirLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE, 

dore  Elliot,  reduced  to  the  Panther,  the  Enterprise,  and  three  smaller 
vessels.  The  garrison  is  said  to  be  in  good  spirits,  although  a  malig- 
nant fever,  brought  in  by  the  Spanish  prisoners,  has  carried  oft"  a  great 
many  men,  particularly  in  the  regiment  of  Uighlanders.  The  wants  of 
the  garrison,  however,  will  soon  be  very  great,  particularly  of  fuel.  Cap- 
tain Thompson  carried  the  news  that  they  are  soon  to  have  a  powerful 
succor  from  Admiral  Graves.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  ministry 
may  send  Graves  to  attempt  to  act  over  again  the  part  of  Admiral  Kod- 
iiey,  and,  after  throwing  assistance  into  Gibraltar,  pass  on  to  America. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Graves  will  not  have  Rodney's  luck.  It  is  pretty 
certain  he  has  not  all  his  dexterity.  Yet  I  can  not  but  think  the  Span- 
iards are  imprudently  exposed  in  that  part.  The  English  have  tilled 
all  the  newspapers  of  Europe  for  three  weeks  with  lists  of  ships  of  the 
line  to  compose  the  grand  fleet  in  the  channel,  which  they  have  made 
amount  to  forty.  But  at  last  comes  out  a  frank  and  honest  confession 
in  the  Courier  de  VEurope  that  they  can  muster  but  twenty. 

On  the  16th  Admiral  Edwards  hoisted  his  flag  at  Portsmouth  on  board 
the  Portland,  of  tifty  guns,  and  made  the  signal  of  departure  for  all  the 
merchant  ships  which  he  is  to  convoy  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  commander-in-chief  of  the  channel  fleet,  governor 
of  Greenwich  hospital,  and  a  representative  of  Plymouth,  is  dead. 
Itivingston  is  next  in  command,  but  it  is  said  the  place  of  commander- 

in  chief  will  be  ottered  to  Admiral ,  who  refused  it  before  Hardy 

was  appointed. 

We  read  from  Hamburg,  19th  of  May : 

Conversiitiou  here  tiirus  wholly  upon  the  plan  of  au  armed  neutrality  proposed 
by  the  Empress  of  Russia  ;  and  the  more  we  examine  the  more  we  are  convinced  of 
the  great  advantages  which  this  plan  will  procure  not  only  fur  the  present,  but  the 
future.  In  the  meantime  we  learn  that  the  neutral  powers  will  not  delay  to  put  to 
sea  strong  squadrons  to  protect  their  commerce;  and  it  is  even  pretended  that  if 
the  English  continue  to  snolest  neutral  ships  it  may  well  happen  in  a  little  time  that 
they  may  form  against  them  some  enterprise  of  conseciuence.  It  is  assured  that  the 
Hanseatic  towns  have  acceded  to  the  armed  neutrality  proposed.  It  is  reported  that 
conferences  between  the  maritime  powers  will  be  held  at  The  Hague,  and  that  they 
will  be  opened  as  soon  as  the  Baron  d'Erensworth,  the  new  minister  of  the  King  of 
Sweden  to  their  high  mightinesses,  shall  arrive  there.  They  say  in  London  that  the 
Baron  de  Nolker,  minister  of  Sweden,  has  presented  to  the  court  a  memorial  con- 
taining very  lively  complaints  touching  the  hostilities  committed  by  an  English 
vessel  against  the  Swedish  vessel  the  Illerim,  connnanded  by  the  Chevalier  d'An- 
kerlo,  iu  which  this  minister  demands  satisfaction  for  the  violences  committed  against 
the  said  ship.  They  add  that  his  excellency  at  the  same  time  declared  that  the  king, 
his  master,  was  resolved  to  defend  and  maintain,  with  his  arms  and  his  hands,  the 
system  of  neutrality  adopted  by  his  majesty. 

They  say,  too,  in  London,  16th  of  May,  that  government  have  had  the 
satisfaction  to  learn  that  the  convoy  from  Cork  and  from  Plymouth, 
consisting  in  merchant  ships  and  a  considerable  re-enforcement  of 
troops,  although  dispersed  after  their  departure,  had  arrived  iu  the 
West  India  Islands. 
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Paris,  May  U>. — Divers  advicos  annomico  that  the  English,  aiucc  the  dechiration 
made  to  tlie  States  General  of  tlie  United  Provinces,  have  already  stopped  several 
Dutch  ships,  loaded  only  with  innocent  merchaudises,  and  whereof  the  transporta- 
tion has  uever  been  prohibited  to  neutrals  by  the  treaties.  This  arbitrary  proceeil- 
iug  will  appear,  without  doubt,  so  much  the  more  surprising  to  the  maritime  powera 
of  the  uorth,  as  at  the  same  time  his  majesty,  always  guided  by  the  principles  of 
wisdom  and  the  most  exact  equity,  has  sent  the  strictest  orders  to  all  the  comnuind- 
ants  and  captains  of  his  vessels  of  war  and  privateers  of  his  kingdom  to  let  pass 
freely  and  without  any  hindrance  all  the  neutral  vessels,  without  distinction,  even 
although  bound  to  an  enemy's  port,  provided  they  are  not  loaded  with  any  arms  or 
warlike  stores,  whereof  the  transportation  is  forbidden  by  the  treaties.  Of  this  we 
maybe  assured  more  authentically  by  a  letter  written  by  M.  de  Sartine  to  M.  do  Mis- 
tral, coinmissary-geueral  of  the  ports  and  arsenals  of  the  marine  of  the  king,  and 
ordonnateur  of  the  port  of  Havre,  which  is  of  the  following  tenor: 

"  You  know,  sir,  that  the  war  undertaken  by  the  king  has  no  other  end  but  the  desire 
with  which  his  majesty  feels  himself  animated  for  the  maintenance  of  the  liberty  of 
navigation.  In  consequence,  he  has  seen  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  powers  of  the  uorth  incline  and  have  taken  the  resolution  to 
co-operate  in  it  already  by  regulations  relative  to  it,  as  his  majesty  has  made  known 
to  the  commanders  of  his  squadrons  his  intentions  relative  to  the  measures  and  pre- 
cautious which  the  captains  of  his  vessels  of  war,  and  other  vessels  ought  to  observe 
towards  ships  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  neutral  powers  and  which  the  former 
may  meet  at  sea. 

"  Ilis  majesty,  then,  has  charged  me  to  repeat  his  orders  given  in  this  regard,  and  to 
order  you  to  exhort  the  captains  and  other  officers  of  vessels  armed  as  privateers  to 
conform  themselves  with  more  attention  than  ever  to  the  tenor  of  the  regulations 
relative  to  neutral  vessels,  and  in  particular  to  those  belonging  to  the  Russians.  To 
this  end  his  nuijesty  orders  the  captains  of  vessels  armed  for  privateering  and  otiiers 
to  use  the  greatest  circumspection  toward  all  neutral  vessels,  and,  according  to  the 
exigence  of  the  case,  to  alibrd  them  all  the  assistance  of  which  they  may  stand  in 
need,  not  to  give  the  least  hindrance  to  their  navigation,  although  their  cargoes  may 
be  destined  for  the  enemy's  ports,  uor  to  stop  them,  except  in  cases  in  which  the 
captains  of  French  armed  vessels  shall  have  well-founded  reasons  to  believe  that  the 
said  vessels  navigate  for  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  England  under  the  shelter  of 
the  Hag  of  a  neutral  power,  to  the  end  to  avoid  by  this  way  the  being  visited  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  established  in  such  cases,  or  in  which  they  shall  attempt  to  transport 
to  the  enemy  the  effects  of  contraband,  such  as  arms  of  all  kinds  and  other  warlike 
stores. 

"  The  intention  of  the  king  is,  that  you  give  notice  of  these  presents  to  the  commis- 
saries of  the  department  of  Havre  de  Grace,  ordering  them,  at  the  same  time,  to  send 
copies  to  all  the  captains  of  vessels  armed  as  privateers  and  other  vessels  ready  to  go 
out  or  who  come  in,  to  the  eud  that  they  conform  themselves  with  the  greatest  cir- 
cumspection to  what  is  here  prescribed  in  regard  to  neutral  vessels,  and  in  particular 
to  those  belonging  to  Russia." 

They  write  from  Brest  the  8th  of  this  month  that  they  e.xpected  a 
fleet  from  Bordeaux,  loaded  witii  stores,  provisions,  and  wine,  the  arrival 
of  which  was  very  necessary  for  the  prompt  equipment  of  a  squadron 
destined  to  transport  a  second  division  of  troops  of  four  or  Ave  thou- 
sand men.  They  add  that  they  expect  al^o,  with  no  less  impatience,  in 
the  same  port,  the  convoy  which  went  out  from  St.  Malo  the  23d  of 
March,  which  is  still  detained  at  Clierbourg,  which  consists  in  a  great 
measure  in  cast  cannon  and  artillery  stores,  which  are  to  serve,  they 
say,  for  a  descent  which  is  projected  in  Euidand,  and  which  it  is  strongly 
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asserted  the  govenunent  lias  by  no  means  renounced.     The  latter  part 
is  probably  only  what  we  call  a  scarecrow. 

Hat/uc,  May  21.— Wo  sl'O  here  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  his  excellency  the  Couut 
de  Florida  Blanca,  secretary  of  state  of  his  Catholic  majesty,  to  the  Count  de  Kech- 
tereu,  minister  of  their  high  mightinesses  at  the  court  of  Spain,  dated  at  Aranjuez, 
the  1st  of  May,  1780,  which  is  of  the  following  tenor: 

"Sir:  His  majesty  has  learned  that  the  boat  of  a  chebec,  commanded  by  Don 
Barthelemi  Rose  lo,  having  seized  a  Dutch  vessel  named  the  Sjiaar,  Captain  Joliu 
Tierds  Wagenaar,  coming  out;  of  Gibraltar,  where  he  had  unloaded  a  cargo  of  Hour 
which  he  was  carrying  from  Ferrol  to  Cadiz;  on  account  of  the  purveyors  of  our 
marine  the  said  vessel  has  been  set  at  liberty,  npon  the  declaration  which  he  made 
that  he  had  been  taken  under  Cape  Espartel,  by  the  English  privateer  the  Maidntone, 
■who  had  conducted  him  to  that  place.  Nevertheless  we  have  proofs  that  the  vessel 
has  been  met  at;  the  entrance  of  the  port  of  Cadiz,  having  at  that  time  her  cargo; 
that  by  consequence  her  pretended  capture  by  the  English  privateer  is  a  pure  fiction, 
and  the  introduction  into  Gibraltar  of  a  load  of  live  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  and  a  quarter  quintals  of  Castile  of  Hour,  a  manifest  theft  committed  upon  the 
provisions  of  the  marine  of  the  king  ;  and  to  the  end  that  such  villainies  may  be  pun- 
ished and  prevented  hereafter,  his  majesty  has  ordained  that  a  prosecution  be  com- 
menced against  the  said  Wagenaar,  and  that  I  give  you  notice  of  it,  to  the  end  that 
you  may  inform  their  high  mightinesses,  to  whom  his  minister  at  The  Hague  has 
orders  to  complain  highly  of  a  theft,  which  ought  not  to  have  been  the  fruit  of  the 
complaisance  which  the  king  has  used  towards  the  dag  of  the  repuVilic.  I  shall  add 
that  his  majesty  hopes  that  their  high  mightinesses,  by  the  remedy  which  they  shall 
provide  and  by  the  severe  punishment  of  the  guilty,  will  spare  him  the  pain  of  taking 
himself  the  precautions  necessary  to  suppress  such  crying  excesses." 

In  The  Hague  Gazette  of  the  24th  of  May  is  the  following  article  from 

London  of  the  19th  of  May : 

On  the  17th  the  king  returned  from  Windsor  to  St.  James,  and  assisted  at  a  great 
council.  The  conduct  of  several  courts  of  Europe,  in  the  i)resent  conjuncture,  excites 
all  the  attention  of  our  ministry.  We  foresee  here  what  will  be  the  effects  of  an 
armed  neutrality,  and  we  fear  that  there  will  result  from  it  consequences  dangerous 
to  the  general  repose  of  Europe.  There  are  persons,  nevertheless,  who  pretend  to 
foresee  that  this  decision  of  the  neutral  powers  will  produce  events  which  will 
facilitate  an  accommodation  between  the  belligerent  ])owcrs,  but  that  there  will  be 
no  (luestion  about  it  until  after  that  France  and  Spain  shall  have  nuide  all  their 
efforts  to  take  away  from  England  the  empire  of  the  seas  and  procure  to  Europe  an 
entire  liberty  of  commerce,  two  points  on  which  they  found  their  present  hostilities, 
and  which  serve  as  attractions  to  excite  other  powers  to  cuter  into  their  views. 
England,  on  her  part,  will  employ  all  her  forces  to  maintain  her  superiority  at  sea, 
on  which  depends  the  prosperity  of  this  country  and  the  safety  of  its  detached  do- 
minions ;  and,  although  her  enemies  are  numerous  and  formidable,  she  is  not  without 
hopes  that  the  present  campaign  will  bring  back  the  Colonies  of  America  to  their 
ancient  relations  of  interest,  and  dispose  the  powers  at  war  to  hearken  to  conditions 
of  accommodation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Madrid,  May  26,  1780. 

Sir  :  Since  my  dei)arture  from  America  I  have  had  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing tlie  following  letters  to  your  excellency,  viz  :  2Uth,  22(1,  24th,  25th, 
25th,  2Gth,  and  27th  of  December,  1779,  from  Martinique;  and  27th  of 
January,  20th  28th,  and  29th  of  February,  and  3d  of  March,  1780,  from 
Cadiz.  I  am  still  uncertain  whether  any,  aud  which,  of  them  have  come 
to  your  bands,  and  request  the  favor  of  particular  iuformatiou  on  this 
subject. 

Of  such  of  tbem  as  respect  Immediately  the  business  committed  to 
me  I  uow  send  duplicates,  as  w^ell  as  copies  of  such  other  papers  as, 
taken  collectively,  will  give  Congress  a  full  and  accurate  state  of  their 
aft'airs  here. 

This  packet,  of  which  an  exact  copy  goes  by  another  vessel,  will 
appear  voluminous.  It  will  nevertheless  be  found  interesting.  I  have 
interspersed  such  observations  as  to  me  appeared  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explanation. 

On  the  22d  of  January,  1780,  I  arrived  at  Cadiz,  without  letters  of 
credit  or  recommendation  to  any  person  there.  The  Chevalier  Roche 
(a  passenger  with  us)  was  so  obliging  as  to  procure  me  credit  for  about 
two  hundred  pounds  sterling  with  a  relation  of  his,  to  whom  I  was 
obliged  to  give  a  bill  on  Ur.  Franklin  at  a  more  than  usual  short  sight, 
I  afterwards  became  acquainted  with  the  house  of  Le  Couteulx  &  Co., 
who  offered  me  what  money  I  might  want,  aud  furnished  me  accordingly 
with  great  cheerfulness.     I  was  very  disagreeably  circumstanced. 

Finding  reports  ran  hard  against  American  credit,  and  that  bills  on 
Dr.  Frankliu  were  held  very  cheap,  by  reason  of  his  having,  as  was 
there  said,  postponed,  delayed,  and  in  some  instances  refused  payment 
of  them  on  very  frivolous  pretenses,  I  did,  on  the  2Gth  of  January,  1780, 
inform  him  by  letter  of  my  arrival  and  of  these  reports. 

In  answer  to  this,  the  doctor,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1780,  wrote  me  a 
very  friendly  letter,  asserting  these  reports  to  be  false,  ami  enclosing  a 
certificate  of  his  banker,  which  proved  them  to  be  so.  Of  this  1  have 
made  the  proper  use,  and  as  the  same  reports  prevailed  in  Martinique, 
and  probably  in  the  other  islands,  I  wish  the  remedy  to  be  as  extensive 
as  the  mischief,  and  therefore  transmit  the  following  extract  from  his 
letter  on  that  subject  and  a  copy  of  the  certificate  mentioned  in  it: 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM   HIS  EXCELLENCY  DR.  EUANKLIN,  DATED   APRIL  7,  1780.t 

The  reports  you  tell  me  prevail  at  Cadiz  that  the  loan-ofiSce  bills  payable  in 
France  have  not  been  duly  honored  are  wicked  falsehoods.  Not  one  of  them,  duly 
indorsed  by  the  original  proprietor,  was  ever  refused  by  me  or  the  payment  delayed 
a  moment;  and  the  few  not  so  indorsed  have  been  also  paid  on  the  guaranty  of  the 
presenter,  or  some  person  of  known  credit.     No  reason  whatever  has  been  given  for 

*  MSS.  Dop.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  IGO,  with  verbal  changes, 
t  See  this  lettei",  supra. 
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irfiisiiij,'  payiiifiit  of  ;i  bill  except  this  very  good  one,  tliat  either  the  first,  second, 
third,  or  loiirlh  of  the  same  set  had  bceu  already  iiaid.  The  pretense  that  it  wag 
necessary  for  the  whole  set  to  arrive  before  the  money  could  be  paid  is  too  absurd  and 
ridiculous  for  any  one  to  make  use  of  who  knows  anything  of  the  nature  of  exchange. 
The  unexpected  large  drafts  made  upon  me  by  Congress  aud  others,  exclusive  of 
these  from  the  loan  office,  have  indeed  sometimes  embarrassed  me  uot  a  little  and 
put  mo  to  difficulties.  But  I  have  overcome  those  difficulties,  so  as  never  to  have 
been  obliged  to  make  the  snuillcst  excuse,  or  desire  the  least  delay  of  payment  from 
any  presenter  of  such  bills.  Tliose  reports  must  therefore  have  been  contrived  ))y 
enemies  to  our  country,  or  by  persons  who  proposed  an  advantage  to  tliemselves  by 
))urcluisiug  them  at  an  under  rate.  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  certilicate  of  our  banker  iu 
refutation  of  those  caluuiuies. 

COl'Y   OF    THE   AIi<)VE-MENTI()NEl>   CEUTIFICATE. 
ITrauslutioii.l 

I,  the  subscriber,  banker  at  Paris,  and  alone  charged  with  the  payment  of  the  bills 
of  tlie  loan  ofiice,  declare  that  I  have  paid,  without  exception  or  d<'lay,  all  such  bills 
to  this  date,  accepted  by  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin ;  that,  to  my  knowledge,  no  such 
bill  has  been  refused  payment,  but  that  several  have  been  presented  after  having 
been  once  jtaid. 

I  declare  further,  that  whatever  is  contradictory  to  this  present  is  false. 

In  testimony  of  which  I  have  here  signed  my  name  at  Paris  this  l.'')th  of  March, 
1780. 

Gl.AND. 

It  api)eariug  to  inc  of  importance  that  I  should  as  soon  as  possibhj  be 
iulbruied  of  the  measures  which  Mr.  Artliur  Lee  might  liave  tal<cn 
leading  to  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  I  did,  on  tlie 
26th  of  January,  1780,  write  him  a  letter,  of  which  the  folhjwingisa 

copy. 

Mr.  Lee,  in  answer  to  this,  wrote  me  a  polite  letter  on  the  17th  of 
March,  1780.     The  folh)\ving  is  a  copy  of  it. 

As,  for  reasons  wliich  will  appear  in  the  course  of  the  following 
papers,  aud  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  the  api)robation  of  Congress) 
it  became  proper  for  me  to  remain  in  Spain,  1  apprised  the  court  of 
France  of  it  by  a  letter  to  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Vergeunes  on 
the  27th  of  January,  1780,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

The  count's  answer  to  this  is  iu  the  followiug  words: 

[Translation.) 

Versailles.  March  13,  17S0. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  27th  of  January,  and  I  am  fully  sensible  of 
the  confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me  by  communicating  to  me  the  object  of  your 
mission,  You  know  too  well  the  attachment  of  his  majesty  to  the  United  States  uot 
to  feel  assured  that  he  sincerely  wishes  you  success  and  will  be  eager  to  contribute 
to  it.  The  Count  de  Montmorin  has  received  instructions  accordant  with  this  dispo- 
sition, and  I  do  not  doubt  that  your  confidence  in  him  will  enable  him  to  fulfill  them 
to  your  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vekgennes. 
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On  the  9tli  of  May,  1780,  I  replied  to  the  count  as  follows : 

AuAXJiJKZ,  May  9,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  letter  which  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  rae  on  the  13th 
of  March  last  was  delivered  to  me  by  the  Count  do  Montnioriu  on  my  arrival  at 
Madrid. 

I  should  not  have  thus  long  delayed  the  pleasure  of  replying  to  it  if  I  could  have 
prevailed  upon  myself  to  have  given  your  excellency  complimentary  professions,  in- 
stead of  sincere  assurances.  Unreserved  confidence  in  an  ambassador  of  our  great 
and  good  ally  was  just,  as  well  as  natural;  and  I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  find  that 
personal  considerations,  instead  of  forbidding,  prompt  it.  M.Gerard,  whose  judg- 
ment I  greatly  respect,  had  given  me  a  very  favorable  impression  of  this  gentleman, 
and  I  am  convinced  from  my  own  observation  that  he  was  not  mistaken.  His  con- 
duct towards  me  has  been  that  of  a  wise  minister  and  a  candid  gentleman.  Your 
excellency  may  therefore  rely  upon  his  receiving  all  that  confidence  from  me  which 
these  considerations  dictate.  Permit  me  to  add  that  I  never  indulge  myself  in  con- 
templating the  future  happiness  and  independence  of  my  country  without  feeling  the 
warmest  attachment  to  the  prince  and  people  who  are  making  such  glorious  exertions 
to  establish  them. 

With  the  most  lively  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

1  requested  the  favor  of  M.  Gerard  to  inform  me  to  which  of  the  min- 
isters of  Spain  it  would  be  proper  to  address  any  letters  which  I  might 
tliink  proper  to  write  to  that  court.  He  told  me  M.  Galvez,  and  enu- 
nuirated  his  reasons  for  thinking  so.  Cn  the  27th  of  January,  1780,  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  that  minister.    The  following  is  a  copy  of  it. 

Mr,  Oarmichael  was  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  and  as  his  going  to  Mad- 
rid to  expedite  an  answer  to  it  would  give  him  an  opportunity  of  ac- 
quiring as  well  as  giving  information  on  several  subjects,  I  gave  him 
the  following  instructions. 

I  have  desired  Mr.  Oarmichael,  for  greater  certainty,  to  give  me  notes 
in  writing  of  all  the  information  he  gained  in  pursuance  of  these  instruc- 
tions, but  he  has  postponed  it  for  the  sake  of  enlarging  them  by  some 
important  additions. 

My  letter  to  M.  Galvez  was  answered  the  24th  of  February,  1780,  by 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca. 

To  this  letter  I  replied  as  follows,  viz  : 

Cadiz,  AFarch  C^,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  excellency's  favor  of  the  24th  ultimo,  which 
letter  did  not  come  to  my  hand  till  some  time  after  its  arrival. 

The  sentiments  which  his  majesty  is  pleased  to  entertain  of  me,  together  with  the 
polite  manner  in  which  your  excellency  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  express  them,  de- 
mand my  warmest  acknowledgments  and  give  additional  force  to  the  many  motives 
which  render  me  desirous  of  a  permanent  union  between  his  majesty  and  the  United 
States. 

The  honor  !ind  probity  which  have  ever  characterized  the  conduct  of  Spain,  to- 
gether with  tlie  exalted  reputation  his  nnijesty  has  acquired  by  being  an  eminent 
example  of  both,  have  induced  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  repose  the  higliest 
confidence  in  the  i)roofs  they  have  received  of  his  friendly  disposition  towards  them, 
and  to  consider  every  engagement  with  this  monarchy  as  guarantied  by  that  faith 
and  secured  by  that  ingennousiii-ss  which  hnvo.  so  gloriously  distinguished  his  majesty 
and  this  kingdom  among  the  other  princes  and  nations  of  the  earth. 
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Permit  me  to  request  tbe  favor  of  your  excellency  to  assure  his  majesty  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  convinced  that  virtue  alone  can  animate  and  sup- 
port their  governments,  and  that  they  can  in  no  other  way  establish  aud  perpetuate 
a  national  charactor,  honorable  to  themselves  aiid  their  posterity,  than  by  an 
unshaken  adherence  to  the  rules  which  religion,  morality,  aud  treaties  may  prescribe 
for  their  conduct.  His  royal  mind  may  also  be  persuaded  that  gratitude  will  never 
cease  to  add  the  iutlueuco  of  inclination  to  the  power  of  dignity  in  rendering  them 
solicitous  for  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those  generous  nations  who  nobly 
strengthened  their  opposition  to  a  torrent  of  oppression,  and  kindly  aided  in  freeing 
them  from  the  bondage  of  a  nation  whose  arrogance  and  injustice  had  become 
destructive  of  the  rights  of  mankind  and  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
Christendom. 

Having,  therefore,  the  most  perfect  conviction  that  the  candor  and  benignity  of 
his  intentions  are  equal  to  the  uprightness  and  sincerity  of  those  of  Congress,  I  shall 
set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Madrid  with  the  pleasing  expectation  that  there  will  be  lit- 
tle delay  or  difiiculty  in  adjusting  the  terms  of  a  union  between  amagnanimous  mon- 
arch and  a  virtuous  people,  who  wish  to  obtain  by  an  alliance  with  each  other  only 
reciprocal  benefits  and  mutual  advantages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect  aud  consideration,  your  excellency's 

most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 

On  the  4tb  of  April,  1780,  I  arrived  at  Madrid,  and  Mr.  Carmicliael 
delivered  to  nie  the  following  questions  from  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blaiica,  to  which  he  had  declined  giving  answers,  viz  : 

QUKSTIONS  FROM  THK  COUNT  DE  FLOUIDA  I5LANCA,  DATED  THE  9TH  OF  MARCH,  1780. 

[Translation.! 

Before  entering  into  a  discussion  with  Mr.  Jay  or  Mr.  Carmichacl,  jointly  or  sepa- 
rately, on  the  subject  of  the  all'airs  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  and  their 
mutual  interest  with  respect  to  Spain,  it  is  judged  iiulispensable  at  Madrid  that  the 
Catholic  king  should  be  exactly  informed  of  the  civil  and  military  state  of  the  Amer- 
ican provinces,  and  of  their  resources  to  continue  the  present  war,  not  only  for  the 
defense  of  their  own  liberty,  but  also  with  respect  to  the  aid  and  succors  they  nuiy 
be  able  to  atford  Spain  in  its  operations  in  case  hereafter  this  crown  should  become 
the  ally  of  America.     The  ciril  state  ought  to  comprehend — 

(1)  A  true  account  of  the  population  and  form  of  government  of  each  province  of 
the  Union,  aud  the  resolution  of  the  inhabitants  to  continue  the  war  with  vigor  as 
long  as  it  is  necessary. 

(2)  Whether  there  is  any  powerful  party  in  favor  of  England,  and  what  conse- 
quences are  to  be  apprehended  from  it;  whether  the  heads  of  this  party  suffer  them- 
selves to  be  seduced  by  the  great  promises  of  the  British  Government. 

(3)  A  statement  of  the  revenues  of  these  provinces,  and  of  their  ability  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  general  expense;  to  which  may  be  added  whether  they  will  be  able  long 
to  support  this  burden,  and  evea  to  increase  it  should  it  be  judged  necessary. 

(4)  A  statement  of  the  public  debts,  and  of  the  particular  debts  of  each  State,  taken 
collectively  or  separately,  of  their  resources  to  lessen  them,  aud  the  possibility  of 
their  being  able  to  support  their  credit  in  all  tbe  operations  of  government  in  the 
commerce  of  their  inhabitants,  and  above  ail  in  the  protection  of  national  industry. 

(fi)  By  what  means,  or  with  what  branchesof  commerce,  will  the  States  of  America 
have  it  in  their  power  to  indemnify  Spain  whenever  tliis  power  may  second  the  views 
and  operations  of  the  Americans  ;  and  particularly  the  court  wishes  to  know  whether 
it  may  be  convenient  for  tlie  said  States  to  furnish  ships  of  w.ir  of  the  best  construc- 
tion for  the  Spanish  marine,  and  likewise  timber  and  other  articles  for  tbe  king's 
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firsciials,  and  the  whole  without  loss  of  time,  and  iixiiig  the  terms  on  .vhich  they 
would  make  an  aj^reenient  of  this  nature,  and  who  would  bo  commissioned  to  hr'\u<r 
the  vessels  and  these  naval  stores  to  Spain, 

With  respect  to  the  militari/  slate  of  America,  it  is  necessary  to  be  informed  first,  of 
the  number  and  strength  of  the  diflereiit  bodies  of  troops  armed  by  the  provinces, 
and  of  their  present  situation,  in  order  to  judge  whether  they  are  sufficient  to  oppose 
the  enemy  wherever  they  may  go,  and  particularly  in  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

Farther,  it  may  be  expedient  to  know  the  means  of  augmenting  the  American 
army  in  case  it  is  necessary,  or  to  keep  it  always  on  the  same  footing,  notwithstand- 
ing its  daily  losses.  In  what  condition  their  clothing  and  arms  are  at  present; 
whether  they  are  partly  in  want  of  those  articles,  and  how  much  it  would  recjnire  to 
remedy  those  defects. 

The  subsistence  of  an  army  being  an  object  of  the  greatest  consequence,  the  court 
desires  to  know  if  proper  measures  have  been  taken  for  that  purpose,  that  it  may  be 
ascertained  whether  it  can  act  everywhere,  if  necessary,  even  in  the  above-mentioned 
})rovinces,  without  danger  of  being  in  want  of  necessaries. 

It  is  highly  essential  for  the  provinces  of  America  to  keep  a  marine  to  act  against 
the  common  enemy  and  to  secure  their  own  possessions  during  the  present  war.  The 
Spanish  minister  therefore  is  desirous  of  knowing  its  strength,  including  the  armed 
vessels  belonging  to  individuals,  and  by  what  means  it  maybe  augmented,  and  what 
succors  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

The  court  of  Spain,  desirous  of  information  on  these  subjects  with  all  possible 
frankness  and  precision,  does  not  pretend  to  dive  into  matters  which  Mr.  Jay  or  Mr. 
Carmichael  may  regard  as  reserved  to  themselves.  Its  only  aim  is  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  present  state  of  the  American  forces,  tbeir  resources,  and  ability  to  continue 
the  war,  so  that  if  it  was  in  consideration  for  new  allies  to  supply  them  with  succors 
of  any  kind,  the  former  might  be  able  to  plan  on  solid  grounds  their  operations  con- 
venient for  the  common  cause  and  for  the  particular  advautageof  these  States,  with- 
out running  the  risk  of  being  misled  by  false  calculations  for  want  of  foresight  and 
jtroper  information. 

Paudo,  Mureh  0,  1780. 

My  answer  to  these  questions  is  contained  in  a  letter  I  wrote  to  the 
Count  <le  Florida  Blanca,  on  the  25th  of  April,  1780 ;  the  removal  of 
the  court  to  Aranjuez,  and  his  attending  the  king-  at  that  time  at  an 
annual  chase,  renderiug  it  useless,  and  perhaps  improper,  to  endeavor 
to  call  his  attention  to  these  matters  sooner.    The  following  is  a  copy 

of  it: 

Madrid,  April  25,  1780. 

Sir:  Mr.  Carmichael  has  delivered  to  me  a  paper  he  had  the  honor  of  receiving 
from  your  excellency  before  my  arrival  here,  containing  heads  of  many  important 
inquiries  respecting  which  it  was  judged  necessary  that  his  Catholic  majesty  should 
be  exactly  informed  before  entering  into  a  discussion  with  me  and  Mr.  Carmichael, 
Jointly  or  separately,  on  the  subject  of  the  aifairs  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  their  mutual  interest  with  respect  to  Spain  ;  but  that  the  court,  though 
desirous  of  information  on  these  several  articles,  with  all  possible  frankness  and  pre- 
cision, did  not  mean  to  dive  into  matters  which  Mr.  Carmichael  and  myself  might 
regard  as  reserved  to  ourselves  only. 

Being  persuaded  (hat  direct  and  accurate  information  respecting  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  commissions  given  to  that  gentleman  and  myself  would  be  very  agree- 
able to  your  excellency,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  the  following  copies  of 
each : 

"The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  Ncuv  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Hay,  Rhode 
Island  and  rrovidence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Peunsylva- 
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iiiii,  Dcliiwaro,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in 
Congress  assembled,  to  all  who  shall  see  Ibese  presents,  greeting  : 

"  Whereas  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  majesty  and  the  citi- 
zens of  tliese  United  States,  founded  on  the  princii)1('s  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and 
frieudsliip,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations,  and  it  being  the  sincere  de- 
sire of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  aunty  and  commerce 
with  his  Catholic  majesty:  Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  confiding  in  the  integrity, 
prudence,  and  ability  of  the  honoral)le  John  Jay,  late  President  of  Congress,  and 
chief-justice  of  the  State  of  New  York,  have  nominated  and  constituted,  audby  these 
presents  do  uoniinato  and  constitute,  him,  the  said  John  Jay,  our  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary ;  giving  him  full  power,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer, 
treat,  agree,  and  conclude,  with  the  ambassador  or  plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic 
majesty  vested  with  equal  powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, and  of  alliance,  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded  for  us  and  in 
our  names  to  sign,  and  thereupon  make  such  treaty  or  treaties,  conventions  and 
agreements,  as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view  in  as  ample 
form,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  if  wo  were  personally  present  and  acted  therein, 
hereby  promising  in  good  faith  that  wo  will  accept,  ratify,  fnllill,  and  execute  what- 
ever shall  be  agreed,  concluded,  and  signed  by  our  said  uiiuisteipl(;uipotentiary,  and 
that  wo  will  never  act,  nor  sutler  any  person  to  act,  contrary  to  thesame  in  the  whole 
or  in  any  part. 

"In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Phil- 
ailelphia,  the  2'.ltli  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  scn'euty-nine,  and  tiu',  fonrtii  year  of  th(^  ludependence  of  tlu;  United 
.Slates  of  America. 

"  Signed  by  the  President  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 

"Samukl  Huntington, 

"  President. 

"Attest: 

"Charlks  Thomson, 

"  Secretary." 

"The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress   assembled  to  the  honorable  William 
Carmichael,  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  greeting: 

"We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  ability,  conduct, 
and  fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  a|ipoiut  you,  during  our  ])leasure, 
secretary  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  ajipointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce  and  of  alliance  with  his  Catholic  majesty.  You  are  therefore  carefully 
and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  secretary,  by  doing  and  performing  all  things 
tliercunto  belonging,  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  our  said  minister,  -^  on  are  to  signify 
it  to  us  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  on  such  event  we  authori/,e  and  direct  you  to 
take  into  your  charge  all  our  public  affairs  which  were  in  the  hands  of  said  minister 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  which  may  be  atldressed  to  him  before  notice  thereof,  and 
proceed  therein  according  to  the  instructions  to  our  said  minister  given  until  our 
further  orders. 

"Witness  his  excellency  Samuel  lluntiugton.  President  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  at  Phihulelphia,  the  '29th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of 
nnr  Lord  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  Indepeiulence. 

"Samiikl  Huntington, 

''  President. 
"Attest: 

"Ciiai;lks  Thomson, 

"Secretary." 

The  inquiries  in  question  are  niiUH'rons  iind  iinjiortnuf.  They  do  honor  to  tho 
s;i;^;(city  which  suggested  them,  and  if  fully  .-luswenMl   would   produce  a  very  inter- 
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estiiig  liistt)ry  of  tlie  present  condition  of  the  American  States.  On  some  of  the  sub- 
jects proposed  I  can  >;ive  yonr  excellency  full  and  positive  intelligence;  on  others 
only  general  and  by  no  means  precise  information.  On  all,  however.  I  shall  write 
with  candor. 

Snch  is  the  nature  of  the  American  governments  and  Confederacy,  that  the  Congress 
and  all  other  rulers  of  the  people,  are  responsible  to  them  for  their  conduct,  and  can 
not  vpithhold  from  their  constituents  a  knowledge  of  their  true  situation  without 
subjecting  themselves  to  all  the  evils  which  they  experience  who  substitute  cunning 
in  the  place  of  wisdom.  Ileuce  it  is  that  a  kuowledge  of  their  affairs  is  easily  at- 
tainable by  all  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  collecting  it,  and  as  it  is  neither  the 
policy  nor  inclination  of  America  to  draw  a  veil  over  any  part  of  their  affairs,  your 
excellency  may  be  persuaded  that  every  consideration  forbids  their  servants,  by  a 
suppression  or  misrepresentation  of  facts  to  deceive  or  mislead  those  whose  amity 
they  so  sincerely  endeavor  to  cultivate  as  they  do  that  of  Spain. 

Your  excellency  has  with  great  propriety  arranged  the  subjects  of  your  inquiry 
under  two  heads  :  the  civil  and  militarij  states  of  North  America.  The  iirst  of  these 
is  again  branched  into  several  subdivisious,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 

POPULATION   OF   EACH  STATE. 

The  exact  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  United  States  has  not,  I  believe,  been 
ascertained  by  an  actual  census  in  more  than  two  or  three  of  them.  The  only  com- 
putation made  by  Congress  was  on  the  20th  of  July,  1775  ;  the  manner  and  occasion 
of  which  exclude  every  suspicion  of  its  exceeding  the  true  number.  Congress  had 
emitted  bills  of  credit  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  were  apprised  of  the  neces- 
sity of  emitting  more.  Justice  demanded  that  this  debt  should  be  apportioned  among 
the  States  according  to  their  respective  abilities;  an  equitable  rule,  whereby  to  de- 
termine that  ability  became  indispensable.  After  much  consideration  Congress 
resolved  "  that  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  colony  should  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  ages  (including  negroes  and  mnlattoes)  in 
each  colony,"  but  as  that  could  not  then  be  ascertained  exacllij,  they  were  obliged  to 
judge  of  and  compute  the  number  from  circumstantial  evidence.  The  delegates 
gave  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  population  of  their  respective  colonies,  made  from 
the  best  materials  then  in  their  power,  and  so  great  was  their  confidence  in  each 
other,  that  from  these  accounts  that  computation  was  principally  formed.  Yonr 
excellency  will  readily  perceive  that  the  delegates  were  far  from  being  under  any 
temptations  to  exaggerate  the  number  of  their  constituents;  they  were  not  ignorant 
that  by  such  exaggerations  they  would  increase  their  portion  of  aids,  both  of  men 
and  money,  and  that  whatever  errors  they  might  commit  could  not  be  rectified  by  an 
actual  enumeration  during  the  war.     The  computation  then  formed  was  as  follows: 

Delaware '37,219 


Maryland *.310,  174 

Virginia 4'J(i,  "278 

North  Carolina 248,1.59 

South  Caroli  na 248, 139 


3,  000,  000 


New  Ilampsliirc "124,069 

Massachusetts  Bay 434, 244 

Rhode  Island '71,  959 

Connecticut. 248,139 

New  York 248,139 

New  Jensey * IGl,  290 

Pennsylvania ! "372,208 

Exclnsiveof  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia,  who  were  not  at  that  time  represented  in 
Congress,  and  of  whose  numbers  1  have  no  information  that  I  can  confide  in. 

THE   FORM   OF   GOVERNMENT   OF   EACH   STATE. 

In  the  pamphlets  I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency,  viz, 
No,  l,No.  2,  No.  3,  No.  4,  and  No.  5,  you  will  find  tlie  constitutions  of  New  York,  New 

*  And  a  half. 
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Jersey,  Peuusylvania,  Delaware,  anil  Smith  Carolina.  The  others  I  have  not  with 
me.  The  great  ontlines  of  them  all  are  very  similar.  By  the  last  accounts  from 
America  it  appears  that  Massachusetts  Bay  had  not  as  yet  agreed  upon  their  consti- 
tution, but  had  it  then  under  consideration. 

It  can  not  he  necessary  to  ohserve  to  your  excellency  that  these  new  modes  of 
government  were  formed  by  persons  named  and  authorized  by  the  people  for  that 
express  purpose  ;  that  they  were  in  general  instituted  with  great  temx)er  and  delib- 
eration upon  such  just  and  liberal  principles  as,  on  the  one  hand,  to  give  effectual 
security  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  on  the  other  make  ample  provision  for  the 
rights  of  justice  and  the  due  exercise  of  the  necessary  powers  of  government. 

The  Articles  of  Confederation  r.greed  upon  by  Congress  and  approved  by  every 
State  in  the  Union  except  Maryland  provide  for  the  general  government  of  the  Con- 
federacy and  the  ordering  of  all  matters  essential  to  the  prosperity  and  preservation 
of  the  Union  in  peace  and  war.  I  ought  also  to  inform  your  excellency  that  the 
reasons  why  Maryland  has  as  yet  withheld  her  assent  to  those  articles  do  notarise 
from  any  disalfection  to  the  common  cause,  but  merely  froni  their  not  having  adopted 
certain  x>rinciple8  respecting  the  disposition  of  certain  lands. 

THU    UNION   AN1>    RESOLUTION     OF    THE    INHABITANTS     TO    CONTINUE     THE    WAR   WITH 
VIGOR   AS    LON(;   AS   MAY   HE   NECESSARY. 

On  this  subject  I  can  give  your  excellency  certain  and  positive  information.  The 
storm  of  tyranny  and  oppression  which  had  for  some  years  been  constantly  growing 
more  black  and  more  terrible  began  to  burst  with  violence  on  the  people  of  North 
America  in  the  year  1774.  It  was  seen  and  felt  and  deprecated  by  all  except  those 
who  expected  to  gather  spoils  in  the  ruins  it  was  dissigned  to  occasion.  These  were 
those  who  enjoyed  or  expected  emoluments  from  Great  Britain,  together  with  their 
.immediate  dependents  and  connections,  such  as  the  officers  of  government  through- 
out the  Colonies,  but  with  some  very  distinguished  exceptions;  those  of  the  clergy 
of  the  Church  of  England  almost  without  exception,  who  received  annual  salaries 
from  the  society  established  in  England  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts; 
foreign  adventurous;  buyers,  and  sellers,  who,  being  no  further  attached  to  the  coun- 
try than  as  it  afforded  the  means  of  giiin,  soon  prepared  to  speculate  in  confiscations, 
and  courted  the  notice  of  their  sovereign  by  intemperate  zeal  for  the  ruin  of  liis  sub- 
jects. With  these  exceptions  the  great  body  of  the  people  move  together,  and  united 
in  such  firm  and  considerate  measures  for  the  common  safety,  and  conducted  their 
affairs  with  such  regularity,  order,  and  system  as  to  leave  no  room  to  suppose  them 
to  be  the  work  of  only  a  prevailing  party,  as  our  enemies  have  always  represented 
and  affected  to  consider  them. 

There  was,  it  is  true,  another  class  of  persons  not  much  less  dangerous,  though  far 
more  contemptible,  than  those  I  iirst  mentioned ;  persons  who  in  every  revolution, 
like  floating  weeds  in  every  storm,  obey  the  strongest  wind,  and  pass  from  side  to  side 
as  that  liappens  to  change.  I  mean  the  neutrals,  a  pusillanimous  race,  who,  having 
balanced  in  their  minds  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  the  gains  and  dangers  of 
joining  either  side,  are  seduced  by  their  fears  to  form  a  thousand  pretexts  for  joining 
neither;  who,  to  manifest  theii  loyalty  to  their  king,  when  his  armies  were  success- 
ful, gave  them  every  aid  in  their  power,  except  drawing  th^ir  swords  against  their 
country,  and  who,  when  their  countrymen  prevailed,  were  ready  to  render  them  all 
possible  service,  except  taking  arms  against  their  prince. 

The  auxiliaries  which  the  British  measures  and  forces  found  in  the  country  con- 
sisted of  persons  from  these  classes.  And  although  when  these  first  appeared  in  and 
wounded  the  bosom  of  America  she  was  obliged  to  extend  her  arms  to  rejiel  the  as- 
saults of  a  foreign  enemy,  yet  such  was  the  union  and  spirit  of  her  inhabitants,  that 
she  was  soou  enabled  not  only  to  put  them  under  her  feet,  hut  on  the  ruins  of  her 
former  governments  to  erect  new  ones  in  the  midst  of  invasions  from  without  .'ind 
treacherous  combiuatious  from  within.     Being  able  to  obtain  no  other  terms  of  peace 
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than  iinconditioncal  obedience,  she  had  sufficient  courage  to  declare  herself  indepen- 
dent in  the  face  of  one  of  the  best  appointed  armies  Britain  could  ever  boast,  as  wtdl 
as  snflicieut  strength  to  limit  its  operations  and  reduce  its  numbers. 

It  nuiy  perhaps  be  observed  that  the  first  object  of  the  war  was  a  redress  of  (griev- 
ances; that  the  present  object  is  independence;  and  it  may  be  asked  whether  the 
people  are  as  much  united  with  respect  to  the  last  as  they  were  with  respect  to  the 
first. 

I  am  certain  that  the  people  of  America  never  were  so  well  united  us  they  are  at 
present  in  that  of  their  independence.  Exclusive  of  actual  observation  on  the  spot 
I  think  so,  because — 

(1)  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  made  by  Congress  at  a  time  when  the 
great  body  of  tlieir  constituents  called  for  it. 

(2)  Because  that  declaration  was  immediately  recognized  by  the  general  assemblies 
and  legislatures  of  the  several  States  without  exception. 

(3)  Because  the  successful  army  under  General  Burgoyne  was  defeated  and  cap- 
tured by  a  great  collection  of  the  neighboring-  militia,  to  whom  he  had  offered  peace 
and  tranquillity  on  their  remaining  at  home,  terms  which  it  was  natural  to  suppose  a 
great  many  of  them  would  have  accepted  had  the  Declaration  of  Independence  been 
disagreeable  to  them. 

(4)  Because  the  Congress,  who  consists  of  members  annually  elected,  have  repeat- 
edly, expressly,  and  unanimously  declared  their  determination  to  support  it  at  every 
hazard. 

(5)  Because  their  internal  enemies  have  been  either  expelled  or  reduced,  and  their 
estates,  to  a  very  great  amount  in  some  of  the  States,  confiscated  and  actually  sold. 

(())  Because  constitutions  and  forms  of  government  liave  since  been  instituted  and 
completely  organized,  in  which  the  people  participate,  from  which  they  have  expe- 
rienced essential  advantages,  and  to  which  they  have  of  consequence  become  greatly 
attached. 

(7)  Because  Congress  unanimously  refused  to  enter  into  treaty  with  the  British 
commissioners  on  any  terms  short  of  independence,  and  because  every  State,  though 
afterwards  separately  solicited,  refused  to  treat  otherwise  than  collectively  by  their 
delegate's  in  Congress. 

(H)  Because  the  inhuman  and  very  barbarous  manner  in  which  the  war  has  been 
c<njducted  by  the  enemy  has  so  alienated  the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  King 
and  Government  of  Britain,  and  filled  their  hearts  with  such  deep-rooted  and  just 
resentments,  as  render  a  cordial  reconciliation,  much  less  a  dependence  on  them, 
utterly  impossible. 

(9)  Because  the  doctrine  propagated  in  America  by  the  servants  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  that  no  faith  was  to  be  kept  with  Americans  in  arms  against  him,  and 
the  uniformity  with  which  they  have  adhered  to  it  in  their  practice  as  well  as  pro- 
fessions, have  destroyed  all  confidence,  and  leave  the  Americans  no  room  to  doubt  but 
that,  should  they  again  become  subjects  of  the  King  of  Britain  on  certain  terms,  that 
those  terms  would  as  little  impede  the  progress  of  future  oppression  as  the  capitula- 
tion of  Limerick  in  1691  did  with  respect  to  Ireland. 

(10)  Because  the  treaty  with  France,  and  consequently  virtue,  honor,  and  every 
obligation  due  to  the  reputation  of  a  rising  nation,  whose  fame  is  unsullied  by  vio- 
lated compacts,  forbid  it. 

(11)  Because  it  is  the  evident  and  well-known  interest  of  North  America  to  remain 
independent. 

(12)  Because  the  history  of  mankind,  from  the  earliest  ages,  with  a  loud  voice  calls 
upon  those  who  draw  their  swords  against  a  prince  deaf  to  the  supplications  of  [his] 
people  to  throw  away  the  scabbard. 

(13)  Because  they  do  not  consider  the  supjxirt  of  their  independence  as  difficult. 
The  country  is  very  defensible  ;ind  fertile;  (he  i)eople  are  all  soldiers,  who  with  rea- 
son consider  1  heir  liberty  and  lives  as  the  most  valuable  of  the  iiossessious  left  them, 
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and  which  they  are  cletorniiiied  shall  neither  be  wrested  or  purchased  from  thorn  but 
with  blood. 

(14)  Because  for  the  support  of  their  independence  they  have  expressly,  by  a  most 
solemn  act,  pledged  to  each  other  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor; 
so  that  their  bond  of  union  for  this  very  purpose,  thus  formed  of  all  the  ties  of  com- 
mou  interest,  common  safety,  mutual  affection,  general  resentments,  and  the  great 
obligations  of  virtue,  honor,  patriotism,  and  religion  may  with  reason  be  deemed 
equal  to  the  importance  of  that  great  object. 

WHETHER  THERE  IS  ANY  POWERFUL  TARTY  IN  FAVOR  OF  ENGLAND,  AND  WHAT  CON- 
SEQUENCES ARE  TO  BE  APPREHENDED  FROM  IT  ?  WHETHER  THE  HEADS  OF  THIS 
PARTY  SUFFER  THEMSELVES  TO  BE  SEDUCED  BY  THE  PROMISES  OF  THE  BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT  ? 

What  has  been  already  said  on  the  subject  of  the  union  of  the  people  in  North 
America  will,  I  imagine,  in  a  great  measure  answer  these  questions. 

If  by  a  party  in  favor  of  England  is  meant  a  party  for  relinquishing  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  aud  returning  to  the  dominion  of  Britain  on  any  terms 
whatever,  I  answer  there  is  no  such  party  in  North  America ;  all  the  open  adherents 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  having  either  voluntarily  quitted  or  been  expelled  from 
the  country. 

That  Britain  has  emissaries  and  masked  adherents  in  America,  industrious  in  their 
little  spheres  to  perplex  the  public  measures  and  disturb  the  public  tranquillity,  is  a 
fact  of  which  I  have  not  the  most  distant  doubt,  and  it  is  eq^ually  true  that  some  of 
these  wicked  men  are  by  a  few  weak  ones  thought  to  be  patriots;  but  they  can  not 
with  any  propriety  be  called  a  party,  or  even  a  faction.  The  chief  mischief  they  do 
is  collecting  and  transmitting  intelligence,  raising  false  reports,  aud  spreading  cal- 
uuniieh  of  public  men  and  measures  ;  such  characters  will  be  found  in  every  country 
so  circumstanced,  and  America  has  not  been  negligent  iu  providing  laws  for  their 
punishment. 

The  obvious  policy  of  the  court  of  Loudon  has  induced  them  to  boast  perpetually 
of  tlieir  party  iu  America;  but  where  it  is,  of  whom  composed,  what  it  has  done  or 
is  doing,  are  questions  to  which  they  constantly  give  evasive  answers.  Much  also 
have  they  said  of  the  numbers  that  have  joined  their  arms  in  America.  The  truth 
is,  that  at  Boston,  lihode  Island,  Now  York,  and  Philadelphia  they  gleaned  some  of 
that  refuse  of  mankind  to  be  found  and  purchased  by  anybody  in  all  commercial 
cities.  It  is  also  true  that  some  men  of  weight  and  inliueuce  in  the  country,  who 
joined  the  enemy  on  their  lirst  successes,  did  draw  away  with  them  several  of  their 
innnediate  dependents,  whom  they  persuaded  or  otherwise  influenced  to  enlist  in 
their  service.  To  these  may  also  be  added  the  prisoners,  who  at  different  times  f  hey 
forced  into  their  service  by  famine  and  other  severities  too  numerous  as  well  as  bar- 
barous to  be  here  particularized.  But  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  all  of  these 
aids  put  together  ever  exceeded  three  thousand  men.  This  business,  however  (ex- 
cept with  res[iect  to  prisoners)  has  long  been  over,  and  before  I  left  America  many 
of  those  deluded  people  had  returned  and  implored  the  pardon  of  their  country. 

In  America,  as  in  all  other  popular  governments,  your  excellency  knows  there 
must  and  ever  will  be  parties  for  and  against  particular  measures  and  particular 
men.  The  enemy,  adverting  to  this  circumstance,  have  had  address  enough  to 
ascribe  diflterences  and  temporary  lieats  arising  from  this  source,  in  which  they  were 
not  interested,  to  causes  much  higher  and  more  flattering  to  their  importance ;  and 
this  they  have  done  with  so  much  art  as  to  have  nnposed  in  some  instances  on  the 
credulity  of  men  high  in  reputation  for  sagacity  and  discernment. 

If  your  excelhnicy  will  bo  pleased  to  peruse  a  pamphlet  marked  No.  6,  which  you 
will  find  enclosed  with  the  other  papers  I  herewith  transmit,  and  entitled  "  (Jl)serva- 
tioiis  on  the  Americiui  Revolution,"  you  will  po>-ceive  that  nothing  is  to  be  appre- 
hend<'(l  from  this  suiq)os('d  party  iu  North  America. 
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A  STATKMKNT  OP  THE  REVENUES  OF  TIIK  STATES  AND  OF  TIIEIK  ABILITY  TO  CONTHIli- 
UTE  TO  TUE  GENERAL  EXPENSE;  WHETHER  THEY  WILL  BE  ABLE  LONG  TO  SUrJ'OllT 
Tins    BURDEN,  AND    INCREASE  IT,  IF    NECESSARY? 

The  Confeileratcd  States  have  no  fixed  revenues,  nor  are  such  revenues  necessary, 
because  all  the  private  property  in  the  country  is  at  the  public  service.  The  only 
restriction  imposed  by  the  people  is  that  it  be  taken  from  them  with  irisdom  and  _/((s- 
ttce,  or,  to  be  more  explicit,  that  the  suuis  retjnired  be  proportionate  to  the  public 
exigencies,  and  assessed  on  the  individuals  in  proportion  to  their  respective  abilities. 

A  nation  can  seldom  be  destitute  of  the  means  of  continuing  a  war  while  they  remain 
unsubdued  in  the  field  and  cheerfully  devote  their  all  to  that  service.  They  may 
indeed  experience  great  distress,  but  no  distress  being  ecpial  to  that  of  subjection  to 
exasperated  opi)ressors,  whose  most  tender  mercies  are  cruel,  the  Americans  had  little 
difficulty  in  making  their  election. 

A   STATE    OF    THE    I'UBLIC    DEBTS. 

This  subject  your  excellency  will  lind  fully  discussed  in  an  address  of  Congress  to 
their  constituents,  in  which  they  compute  their  debts,  and  mention  the  means  tiiey 
had  taken  to  preserve  the  public  credit.  It  is  also  herewith  enclosed,  and  marked 
No.  7. 

A  STATE   OV   THE   DEBTS   OF    EACH   PARTICULAR   STATE. 

Although  exact  accounts  of  these  debts  are  contained  in  the  [lublic  printed  acts  of 
each  State,  yet  as  I  neither  have  any  of  those  acts  or  extracts  from  them  with  me, 
and  my  general  knowledge  on  this  head  is  very  imperfect,  1  am  deterred  from  giving 
your  excellency  any  infornuitiou  respecting  it  by  the  very  great  risk  I  should  run  of 
misleading  you  on  this  point. 

THE   RESOURCES  TO   LESSEN  THESE   DEBTS. 

Taxes;  foreign  and  domestic  loans;  sales  of  confiscated  estates;  and  ungranted 
lands. 

THE  POSSIBILITY  OF  TIIEIP.  SUPPORTING  THEIR  CREDIT  IN  ALL  THE  OPERATIONS  OF 
GOVERNMENT,  IN  THE  COMMERCE  OF  THEIR  INHABITANTS,  AND,  ABOVE  ALL,  IN 
THE   PROTECTION   OF   NATIONAL  INDUSTRY. 

As  to  the  possibility  of  supporting  their  credit  in  the  cases  mentioned,  there  is  no 
doubt  it  is  very  possible.  How  far  it  is  probable  is  a  question  less  easy  to  answer.  If 
the  taxes  called  for  by  Congress  last  fall  be  duly  paid  all  will  be  safe.  But  whether 
they  have  been  paid  or  uot  I  am  wholly  uninformed,  except  that  I  find  in  a  public 
paper  that  Virginia  had  made  good  her  first  payment.  As  I  daily  expect  to  receive 
advices  from  America  on  this  subject,  I  shall  postpone  saying  anything  further  on  it 
at  present,  but  your  excellency  may  rely  on  my  communicating  to  you  a  full  state  of 
what  intelligence  I  nniy  have  respecting  it. 

As  to  supporting  their  credit  in  commerce,  it  is  attended  with  considerable,  though 
not  insurmountable,  ditticulties.  They  are  of  two  kinds,  the  want  of  sufficient  com- 
modities for  remittances  and  the  risk  of  transporting  them.  In  ordinary  North 
America  abounds  in  valuable  commodities,  such  as  fish,  oil,  lumber,  provisions  of  fiesh 
and  corn,  iron,  tobacco,  and  naval  stores,  peltry,  indigo,  potash,  and  other  articles,  all 
of  which  have  greatly  diminished  since  the  war;  the  laborers  formerly  employed  in 
producing  them  having  been  often  called  to  the  field  and  by  other  eftects  of  the  war 
been  prevented  from  regularly  following  their  usual  occupations.  Of  some  of  these 
articles  America  still  produces  more  than  is  necessary  for  her  own  consumption,  but 
the  risk  of  transporting  them  to  Europe  renders  her  remittances  very  uncertain. 
The  asylum  which  all  British  armed  vessels  find  in  the  ports  of  Portugal  enables  them 
to  cruise  very  conveniently  and  with  great  advantage  off  the  Western  Islands,  and 
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otber  sitiiatious  proper  for  auuoj'iuj;  vessels  going  from  thonco  to  France,  Spain,  or 
tbo  Mediterranean.  Hence  it  is  tliat  the  trade  from  America  to  St.  Eustatia  has  of 
late  so  greatly  increased,  it  being  earned  on  principally  in  small  fast-sailing  vessels 
that  draw  bnt  little  water,  and  that  the  chief  remittances  to  Europe  have  been  in 
bills  of  exchange  instead  of  produce. 

With  respect  to  the  protection  of  national  industry,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  will 
always  tionrish  where  it  is  lucrative  and  not  discouraged,  which  was  the  case  iu 
North  America  when  I  left  it;  every  man  being  then  at  liberty,  by  the  law,  to  culti- 
vate the  earth  as  he  pleased,  to  raise  what  he  pleased,  to  manufacture  as  he  pleased, 
and  to  sell  the  produce  of  his  hibor  to  whom  he  j)leased,  and  for  the  best  prices,  with- 
out any  duties  or  impositions  whatsoever.  I  have,  indeed,  no  apprehensions  whatever 
on  this  subject.  I  believe  there  are  no  people  more  industrious  than  those  of  America, 
and  whoever  recurs  to  their  population,  their  former  exports,  and  their  present  jiro- 
ductions  amidst  the  horrors  of  lire  and  sword  will  be  convinced  of  it. 

BY  WHAT  MEANS  OR  WHAT  BRANCHES  OF  COMMERCE  WILL  THE  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
HAVE  IT  IN  THEIR  POWER  TO  INDEMNIFY  SPAIN  WHENEVER  THIS  POWER  MAY 
SECOND  THE  VIEWS  AND  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  AMERICANS  ? 

America  will  indemnify  Spain  in  two  ways,  by  lighting  the  enemy  of  Si)ain  and  by 
commerce.  Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  remark  that  Spain,  as  well  as  Amer- 
ica, is  now  at  war  with  Britain,  and  therefore  that  it  is  the  interest  of  both  to  sup- 
port and  assist  each  other  against  the  common  enemy.  It  can  not  be  a  question 
whether  Britain  will  be  more  or  less  formidable  if  victorious  or  defeated  in  America; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  every  nation  interested  in  the  reduction  of  her 
power  will  be  compensated  for  any  aids  they  may  afford  America  by  the  immediate 
a])plication  of  those  aids  to  that  express  purpose  at  the  expense  of  American  blood. 

Your  excellency's  well-known  talents  save  me  the  necessity  of  observing  that  it  is 
the  interest  of  all  Europe  to  join  iu  breaking  down  the  exorbitant  power  of  a  nation 
who  arrogantly  claims  the  ocean  as  her  birthright,  and  considers  every  advantage  iu 
connuerce,  however  acquired  by  violence  or  used  with  cruelty,  as  a  tribute  justly  due 
to  her  boasted  superiority  in  arts  and  in  arms. 

By  establishing  the  independence  of  America  the  empire  of  Britain  will  be  divided 
and  the  sinews  other  power  cut.  Americans,  situated  in  another  hemisphere,  intent 
only  on  the  cultivation  of  a  country  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy  their  desires,  will 
reuuiin  unconnected  with  European  politics,  and  not  being  interested  in  their  objects, 
will  not  partake  in  their  dissensions.  Happy  in  having  for  their  neighbors  a  people 
distinguished  for  love  of  justice  and  of  peace  they  will  have  nothing  to  fear,  but  may 
flatter  themselves  that  they  and  their  posterity  will  long  enjoy  all  the  blessings  of 
that  peace,  liberty,  and  safety  for  which  alone  they  patiently  endure  the  calamities 
incident  to  the  cruel  contest  they  sustain. 

While  the  war  continues  the  commerce  of  America  will  be  inconsiderable  ;  but  on 
the  restoration  of  peace  it  will  soon  become  veiy  valuable  and  extensive.  So  great 
is  the  extent  of  country  in  North  America  yet  to  be  cultivated  and  6o  inviting  to  set- 
tlers, that  labor  will  very  long  remain  too  dear  to  admit  of  considerable  manufac- 
tures. Reason  and  experience  tell  us  that  when  the  poor  have  it  in  their  power  to 
gain  atilnence  by  tilling  the  earth  they  will  refuse  the  scanty  earnings  which  manu- 
facturers may  offer  them.  From  this  circumstance  it  is  evident  that  the  exports  from 
America  will  consist  of  raw  materials,  which  other  nations  will  be  able  to  manufac- 
ture for  them  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  themselves.  To  those  who  consider  the 
future  and  jjrogressive  population  of  that  country,  the  demands  it  will  have  for  the 
manufactures  and  productions  of  Europe,  as  well  to  satisfy  their  wants  as  to  gratify 
their  luxury,  will  appear  immense,  and  far  more  than  any  one  kingdom  in  it  can 
supply.  Instead  of  paying  money  for  fish  and  many  other  articles  as  heretofore, 
Spain  will  then  have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  them  in  exchange  for  her  cloths, 
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silks,  winea,  and  frnits ;  uotwitlistanding  which,  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the 
commerce  of  the  American  States  will  forever  procure  them  such  actual  wealth  as  to 
enable  them  punctually  to  repay  whatever  sums  they  may  borrow, 

now  FAK  IT  MAY  Bi:  CONVENIENT  FOR  THESE  STATES  TO  FURNISH  SHIPS  OF  WAR, 
TIMBER,  AND  OTHER  ARTICLES  FOR  THE  KING'S  ARSENALS  W'lTHOUT  DELAY,  AND, 
IF  IN  THEIR  POWER,  ON  WHAT  TERMS  ? 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  determine  at  present,  and  therefore  will  by  uo  means  give 
your  excellency  my  conjectures  for  intelligence. 

It  is  ccrtaiu  that  in  ordinary  times  America  can  build  ships  as  good  and  cheaper 
than  any  other  people,  because  the  materials  cost  them  less.  The  ships  of  war  now 
in  her  service,  as  to  strength  and  construction,  are  not  exceeded  by  any  on  the  ocean. 
On  this  subject  I  will  write  to  America  for  information,  and  give  your  excellency  the 
earliest  notice  of  it.  Naval  stores,  and  particnlaily  masts  and  spars,  may  certainly 
be  had  there,  and  of  the  best  quality,  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  Americans  would 
carry  them  to  the  Havana  or  New  Orleans,  though  1  suspect  their  being  in  a  manner 
destitute  of  proper  convoys  for  the  European  trale  would  render  them  backward  in 
bringuig  them  to  Spain  on  terms  equal  to  the  risk  of  capture  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  expectations  of  purchasers  on  the  other. 

THE  NUMBER  AND  STRENGTH  OF  THE  AMERICAN  TROOPS,  THEIR  PRESENT  SITUA- 
TION AND  ABILITY  TO  OPPOSE  THE  ENEMY,  ESPECIALLY  IN  GEORGIA  AND  CARO- 
LINA. 

Six  months  have  elapsed  since  I  left  America,  and  I  had  not  seen  a  return  of  the 
army  for  some  time  before  that  period.  It  did  not,  I  am  certain,  amount  to  its  full 
complement,  and  in  my  opinion  did  not  in  the  whole  exceed  thirty  or  thirty-five  thou- 
sand men  ;  I  mean  regular  troops. 

The  commander-in-chief,  whoso  abilities,  as  well  as  integrity,  merit  the  highest 
confidence,  was  authorized  to  conduct  all  the  military  operations  in  the  United 
States  at  his  discretion,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  such  orders  as  the  Congress  might 
think  proper  from  time  to  time  to  give.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  for  me  (not  having 
received  a  single  letter  on  these  subjects  from  America  since  my  arrival)  to  decide  in 
what  manner  or  proportions  these  troops  are  employed  or  stationed,  though  I  am 
confident  it  has  been  done  in  the  best  manner. 

AU  the  men  of  proper  age  in  America  are  liable  to  do  military  duty  in  certain  cavses, 
and  with  a  few  exceptions  in  all  cases.  The  militia  is  for  the  most  part  divided  into 
a  certain  number  of  classes,  and  whenever  re-enforcements  to  the  main  army  or  any 
det.achment  of  it  are  wanting,  they  are  supplied  by  these  classes  in  rotation.  These 
re-enforcements  while  in  the  field  are  subject  to  the  like  regulations  with  the  regular 
troops,  and  with  them  sul)mit  to  the  severest  discipline  and  duty.  Hence  it  is  that 
the  iieople  of  America  have  become  soldiers,  and  that  the  enemy  have  never  been 
able  to  make  a  deep  impression  in  the  country,  or  long  hold  any  considerable 
lodgments  at  a  distance  from  their  iieets.  Georgia  laid  South  Carolina,  indeed,  enjoy 
these  advantages  in  a  less  degree  than  the  other  States,  their  own  militia  not  being 
very  numerous,  and  speedy  re  enforcements  from  their  neighbors  of  North  Carolina 
and  Virginia  rendered  difticult  by  the  length  of  the  way.  They  have,  nevertheless, 
given  proofs  of  their  spirit  by  various  and  great  exertions,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  all  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  provide  for  their  safety,  by  furnishing  them 
with  a  proper  body  of  troops  under  Major-General  Lincoln,  a  very  good  officer,  as 
well  as  a  very  good  man. 

Arms  are  still  wanting  in  America,  many  of  those  imported  proving  unfit  for  use, 
and  the  number  of  inhabitants  who  were  without  proper  arms  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war  calling  for  great  supplies.  The  army  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  militia, 
especially  in  the  northern  States,  have  in  general  gor>d  arms. 

The  article  of  clothing  ha,s been,  and  still  it:,  a  very  interesting  one  to  the  American 
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anijy.  It  is  impossible  to  describe,  iuid,  indeed,  almost  impossible  to  believe,  the  liard- 
slii[is  they  have  endured  for  want  of  it.  There  have  been  instancs— and  I  speak  from 
the  most  undoubted  authority — of  considerable  detachnienls  marching  bare-footed 
over  rugged  tracts  of  ice  and  snow,  and  marking  the  route  they  took  by  the  blood  that 
issued  from  their  feet ;  but  neither  these  terrible  extremities  uor  the  alluring  offers 
of  the  enemy  could  prevail  on  them  to  quit  their  standards  or  relax  their  ardor.  Their 
condition,  however,  has  of  late  been  much  bettered  by  supplies  from  France  and  Spain 
and  American  privateers;  but  adequate  provision  has  not  j'et  been  made  for  the  en- 
suing winter,  and  1  can  not  conceal  from  your  excellency  my  anxiety  on  that  head. 
A  supply  of  clothing  for  twenty  thousand  men,  added  to  what  is  engaged  for  them 
in  France,  would  make  that  army  and  all  America  happy. 

I  foresee  no  other  dilTiculties  in  providing  subsistence  for  the  American  armies  in 
every  station  in  which  tliey  may  be  placed  than  those  which  may  attend  the  trans- 
portation of  it.  But  when  I  rellect  on  the  obstacles  of  this  kind  which  they  have 
already  met  with  and  surmounted,  I  have  little  uneasiness  about  future  ones.  The 
last  crops  in  America  promised  to  bo  plentiful  when  I  left  it,  but  whether  there 
wouldbeany  and  what  considerable  overplus  for  exportation  was  then  undetermined; 
the  damages  done  the  wheat  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  by  a  fly 
which  infested  those  countries  not  being  to  my  knowledge  at  that  time  ascertained. 

How  many  ships  of  war  belong  to  Congress  is  a  question  I  can  not  answer  with  cer- 
tainty. I  think  there  are  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  in  the  whole.  Of  privateers 
there  are  a  great  number,  but  how  many  exactly  has  not  been  computed.  In  my 
opinion  they  exceed  one  hundred;  several  of  them  very  tine  ships.  The  governor  of 
Martinique  told  me  that  in  that  island  alone  the  American  privateers  had  brought 
and  sold  above  fiv.;  thousand  African  slaves  which  they  had  taken  from  the  enemy. 
Nine-tenths  at  least  of  all  the  rum  and  sugar  used  in  North  America  those  three  years 
past  have  been  obtained  in  the  same  way,  and  to  their  successes  have  the  public  been 
indebted  for  the  n^ost  seasonable  and  valuable  supplies  of  nulitary  stores  they  have 
received.  I  left  several  vessels  on  the  stocks  at  Philadelphia,  and  heard  of  more  in 
other  ports. 

Upon  the  whole,  his  majesty  may  rest  perfectly  assured  that  the  Americans  are 
determined,  though  forsaken  by  all  mankind,  to  maintain  their  independence,  and  to 
jiart  with  it  only  with  their  lives;  the  desolations  and  distresses  of  war  being  too 
familiar  to  them  to  excite  any  other  jiassions  than  indignation  and  resentment. 

That  the  country  will  supply  its  inhabitants  with  provisions,  some  clothing,  and 
some  articles  of  commerce. 

That  there  is  no  party  in  America  in  favor  of  returning  under  the  dominion  of 
Britain  on  any  terms  whatever. 

That  the  King  of  France  is  very  popular  in  America,  being  in  all  jiarts  of  it  styled 
the  protector  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  and  that  they  will  hold  the  treaty  made  with 
him  inviolate. 

That  the  i^eople  in  America  have  very  high  ideas  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
Spanish  nation,  and  of  his  Catholic  majesty  especially,  and  that  this  respect  and 
esteem  unites  with  their  interest  in  rendering  them  so  desirous  of  his  friendship  and 
alliance. 

That  the  greatest  difficulty  under  which  America  labors  arises  from  the  great 
depreciation  of  her  bills  of  credit,  owing  principally  to  a  greater  sum  having  been 
emitted  than  was  necessary  for  a  medium  of  commerce,  and  to  the  impossibility  of 
remedying  it  by  taxes  before  regular  governments  were  established. 

That  great  attempts,  seconded  by  the  general  voice  of  the  people,  have  been  made 
to  retrieve  the  credit  of  those  bills  by  taxation,  the  issue  of  which  was  as  yet  uncer- 
tain; but  if  unsuccessful,  a  recurrence  to  taxes  in  kind  was  still  left  and  would  be 
practised,  though  it  is  an  expedient  which  nothing  but  necessity  can  render  eligible. 

That  if  France  and  Spain  were  to  unite  their  endeavors  to  conquer  Britain  in 
America  by  furnicihing  the  latter  with  the  necessary  aids  of  ammunition,  clothing, 
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and  some  mouej^  there  is  reasou  to  believe  tbat  the  house  of  Bonrlion  would  find  it 
the  most  certain  and  least  expensive  method  of  reduciug  the  power  of  their  irrecon- 
cilable enemy,  and  not  only  command  Ihe  gratitude  and  perpetual  attachment  of 
America,  but  the  general  approbation  of  all  who  wish  well  to  the  tranquility  of 
Europe  and  the  rights  of  mankind;  thus  would  that  illustrious  house  erect  glo- 
rious and  lasting  monuments  to  their  virtues  in  the  hearts  of  a  whole  people. 

I  fear  your  excellency  will  consider  the  intelligence  here  given  less  full  and  precise 
than  you  expected.  I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  render  it  more  so,  but  it  is 
not.  I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  thought  sufficient  to  open  a  way  to  those  further  dis- 
cussions which  must  i^recede  the  measures  necessary  to  bind  America  to  Spain  as  well 
as  to  France,  and  thereby  complete  the  division  and  consequently  the  humiliation  of 
the  British  empire;  a  work  too  glorious  and  laudable  not  to  merit  the  notice  of  so 
magnanimous  a  prince  as  his  majesty,  and  engage  the  attention  of  a  minister  of  such 
acknowledged  abilities  as  your  excellency. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  will  apologize  for  my  trespassing 
so  long  on  your  excellency's  patience  so  soon  after  your  return  to  Aranjuez. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

This  letter  gives  occasion  for  many  observations,  which  I  am  per- 
suaded will  not  escape  Congress,  and  therefore  I  forbear  repeating 
them.  Your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe  that  on  some  of  the 
subjects  of  it  I  ought  to  be  without  delay  apprised  of  the  intentions  of 
Congress,  and  furnished  with  such  information  and  instructions  as  may 
be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  fulfill  them. 

On  the  27tli  of  April  last  I  received  at  Madrid  a  letter  from  the 
committee  of  foreign  aflairs,  enclosing  copies  of  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress of  the  23d  and  29th  of  November,  1779,  for  drawing  on  Mr. 
Laurens  and  myself  for  £100,000  sterling  each.  I  went  the  next  day  to 
Aranjuez,  and  the  day  after  wrote  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  in 
the  words  following,  viz. 

Aranjuez,  April  29,  1780. 

Sm:  By  the  address  of  Congress  to  their  constituents  on  the  subject  of  their 
finances,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excellency,  you  have  doubt- 
less observed  that  in  September  last  Congress  came  to  a  resolution  of  emitting  no 
more  bills  than,  with  those  already  emitted  and  in  circulation,  would  amount  to 
$200,000,000  ;  that  about  the  same  time  they  called  upon  their  constitueuts  to  raise 
money  by  taxes,  aud  assigned  the  first  day  of  January  last  for  the  tirst  payment,  at 
which  day  it  was  supposed  that  the  bills  to  be  emitted  would  be  nearly  expended. 

Congress,  perceiving  that  at  once  to  stop  the  great  channel  of  supplies  that  had  been 
open  ever  since  the  war,  and  to  substitute  another  equally  productive,  was  not  one 
of  those  measures  which  operate  almost  insensibly,  without  hazard  or  difficulty,  and 
well  knowing  that  if  the  first  payment  of  these  taxes  should  be  delayed  beyond  the 
limited  time  the  treasury  would  be  without  money  and  the  public  operations  ob- 
structed by  all  the  evils  consequent  to  it,  they  were  of  opiuion  that  collateral  and  aux- 
iliary measures  were  necessary  to  insure  success  to  the  great  system  for  retrieving  aud 
supporting  the  public  credit.  So  early,  therefore,  as  the  2:?d  day  of  November  last  they 
took  this  subject  into  their  most  serious  cousideratiou,  aud  although  they  had  the 
highest  reason  to  confide  in  the  exertions  of  their  coustituents,  yet  having  received 
repeated  assurances  of  his  majesty's  friendly  disposition  toward  them,  and  being  well 
persuaded  that  they  could  avail  themselves  of  his  majesty's  friendship  on  no  occasion 
more  agreeable  to  him  and  advantageous  to  them  than  on  one  so  interesting  to  the 
United  States  and  important  to  the  common  cause,  they  adopted  a  measure  which, 
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but  for  these  considerations,  miglit  appear  extraordinary,  viz,  to  draw  bills  upon  me 
for  £100,000  sterling,  payable  at  six  months'  sight. 

The  drawing  bills  previous  to  notice  of  obtaining  money  to  satisfy  them  may  at 
first  view  appear  indelicate,  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  whole  success  of  this 
measure  depended  on  its  taking  place  between  the  23d  of  November  and  the  1st  of 
January  last,  in  which  period  it  was  impossible  to  make  the  application,  his  majesty's 
magnanimity  will,  I  am  persuaded,  readily  excuse  it. 

As  I  shall  always  think  it  my  duty  to  give  your  excellency  all  the  information  in 
my  power  that  may  enable  his  majesty  from  time  to  time  to  form  a  true  judgment  of 
the  state  of  American  affairs,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  inform  your  excellency  that 
Congress,  having  reasons  to  believe  that  a  loau  might  be  obtained  in  Holland,  did 
shortly  after  my  leaving  America  take  measures  for  that  purpose,  and  ou  the  23d  of 
November  last  resolved  to  draw  bills  ou  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  to  whom  that  business 
had  been  committed,  for  the  sum  of  £100,000  sterling. 

I  greatly  regret  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  advise  your  excellency  of  these 
matters  sooner;  but  it  was  not  until  the  27th  instant,  at  Madrid,  that  I  received  the 
letter  which  informed  me  of  them. 

As  further  remarks  would  draw  this  letter  into  greater  length  than  the  opinion  I 
have  of  your  excellency's  discernment  will  permit  me  to  think  necessary,  I  forbear 
longer  to  engage  your  time  and  attention  than  to  request  the  favor  of  your  excel- 
lency to  lay  it  before  his  majesty. 

The  eyes  of  America  are  now  drawn  towards  him  by  their  opinion  of  his  virtues 
and  the  situation  of  their  affairs ;  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will  not  be  long  before  their 
hearts  and  affections  will  also  be  engaged  by  such  marks  of  his  majesty's  friendship 
as  his  wisdom  and  liberality  may  prompt  and  their  occasions  render  expedient. 
With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

On  the  subject  of  this  and  my  former  letter  I  had  a  confereuce  with 
the  count  on  the  11th  of  May,  1780,  of  which  the  following  are  notes 
taken  immediately  after  it  ended : 

Aranjuez,  May  11,  1780. 

Mr.  Jay  having  waited  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  in  cousequence  of  a  mes- 
sage received  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  the  latter  commenced  the  conversation  by 
observing  that  he  was  sorry  that  his  ignorance  of  the  English  language  prevented 
him  from  speaking  with  that  ease  aud  frankness  with  which  he  wished  to  do  in  his 
confereuce  with  Mr.  Jay,  and  which  corresponded  with  his  own  disposition  aud  char- 
acter. 

He  observed  that  he  intended  to  speak  on  two  points.  The  first  related  to  the 
letter  Mr.  Jay  had  written  to  him  ou  the  subject  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  ou  him 
by  Congress,  that  being  an  afiair  the  most  pressing  and  more  immediately  necessary 
to  enter  upon.  He  said  that  the  last  year  he  should  have  found  no  difficulty  on  that 
head,  but  that  at  present,  although  Spain  had  money,  she  was  in  the  situation  of 
Tantalus,  who,  with  water  in  view,  could  not  make  use  of  it;  alluding  to  the 
revenue  arising  from  their  possessions  in  America,  which  they  were  not  able  to  draw 
from  thence.  That  their  expenses  had  been  so  great  in  the  year  1779,  particularly 
for  the  marine,  as  to  oblige  them  to  make  large  loans,  which  they  were  negotiating 
at  present.  He  entered  into  a  summary  of  those  expenses,  and  particularized  the 
enormous  expense  of  supporting  thirty-five  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates  in 
French  ports.  He  observed  that  to  do  this  they  had  prepared  a  very  expensive  and 
numerous  convoy  at  Ferrol  and  other  ports  of  Spain,  loaded  with  provisions,  naval 
stores,  and  every  other  article  necessary  for  the  squadron  before  mentioned,  which 
convoy  did  not  arrive  at  Brest  until  the  day  on  which  the  Spanish  fleet  sailed  from 
thence.  That  the  supplies  so  sent  had  emptied  their  magazines  at  Cadiz,  Ferrol,  and 
their  other  ports,  and  had  oonsequeutly  obliged  them  to  buy  at  enormous  prices  the 


MAY    26,  1780.  723 

necessary  stores  to  supply  the  fleet  under  the  admirals  Cordova  and  Gaston  on  tliair 
arrival  in  the  ports  of  Spain.  That  they  had  been  forced  to  sell  these  stores  thus  sent 
to  France  and  others  purchased  for  tiie  same  purpose  at  Bordeaux,  Nantes,  and  else- 
where at  half  price;  and  added  that  their  loss  on  this  occasion  could  scarce  be  cal- 
culated. This,  joined  to  other  expenses,  and  the  great  losses  they  had  sustained  in 
their  marine  and  commerce,  but  chiefly  in  the  former,  and  the  great  expenses  they 
were  at  in  consequence  thereof,  rendered  it  difficult  for  the  king  to  do  for  America 
what  he  could  have  done  easily  the  last  year,  and  which  he  declared  repeatedly,  and 
in  the  strongest  manner,  it  was  his  intention  to  do,  and  might  be  judged  from  his 
conduct  heretofore;  touching  slightly  on  the  succors  sent  us  from  Spain,  the  Havana, 
and  Louisiana,  but  dwelling  on  his  conduct  in  the  negotiation  last  year  with  Great 
Britain,  in  which  he  would  on  no  account  be  brought  to  sacrifice  the  interest  of 
America. 

Such  being  his  majesty's  disposition  and  intentions  previous  to  the  war,  Mr.  Jay 
might  easily  judge  that  he  was  not  less  determined  at  present  to  support  their  inter- 
ests, whether  formerly  connected  with  America  by  treaty  or  not.  That,  notwith- 
standing the  losses  and  misfortunes  sustained,  the  king's  resolution,  courage,  and 
fortitude  induced  him  to  continue  the  war,  and  that  therefore  they  were  obliged  to 
incur  much  expense  in  order  to  till  their  magazines  and  make  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions for  this  campaign  and  the  next,  yet  that  it  was  his  majesty's  intention  to  give 
America  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  That  it  was  as  much  his  inclination  as  duty 
to  second  these  dispositions,  and  that  he  had  received  the  king's  orders  to  confer  with 
his  colleagues  thereon.  He  observed,  however,  that  although  he  was  first  secretary 
of  state,  he  must  first  confer  with  them  on  this  subject;  and  from  his  own  personal 
inclinations  to  second  the  king's  intentions  and  to  serve  America  he  was  desirous  of 
concerting  with  Mr.  Jay  measures  in  such  a  manner  as  would  prevent  him  from  meet- 
ing with  opposition  from  his  colleagues,  and  therefore  he  spoke  to  him  not  as  a  min- 
ister, but  as  an  individual. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this,  he  said  it  was  necessary  to  make  some  overtures  for  a 
contract,  in  case  Mr.  Jay  was  not  absolutely  empowered  to  make  one;  and  then  he 
pointed  out  the  object  most  essential  to  the  interests  of  Spain  at  the  present  conjunc- 
ture. He  said  that  for  their  marine  they  wanted  light  frigates,  cutters,  or  swift-sail- 
ing vessels  of  that  size.  That  for  ships  of  the  line,  they  could  procure  them  themselves; 
that  if  America  could  furnish  them  with  the  former,  they  might  be  sent  to  their  ports 
in  Biscay,  loaded  with  tobacco  or  other  produce,  and,  discharging  tneir  cargoes,  be 
left  at  the  disposition  of  Spain.  He  also  mentioned  timber  for  vessels,  but  said  that 
was  an  article  which  was  not  so  immediately  necessary,  though  it  might  be  an  object 
of  consequence  in  future.  He  observed  that  he  mentioned  this  at  present  in  order 
that  Mr.  Jay  might  turn  his  thoughts  on  that  subject  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  he 
would,  in  order  to  explain  himself  with  more  precision,  send  him,  either  on  Saturday 
or  Sunday  next,  notes  containing  his  ideas  on  this  subject,  and  adding  that  he  hoped 
that  the  one,  viz.  Jay,  would  assist  the  other,  meaning  himself,  to  manage  matters  in 
such  a  way  as  to  procure  the  means  of  obtaining  for  America  present  aid. 

With  respect  to  the  bills  of  exchange  which  might  be  presented,  he  said  that  at 
the  end  of  the  present  year,  or  in  the  beginning  of  the  next,  he  would  have  it  in  his 
power  to  advance  twenty-five,  thirty,  orYorty  thousand  pounds  sterling;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  should  these  bills  be  presented  for  payment,  he  would  take  such  measures 
as  would  satisfy  the  owners  of  them,  viz,  by  engaging,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  to 
pay  them,  observing  that  the  king's  good  faith  and  credit  were  so  well  known  that 
he  did  not  imagine  this  would  be  a  difficult  matter.  He  also  said  that,  in  consequence 
of  what  Mr.  Jay  had  written  with  respect  to  clothing  for  the  American  army,  it  might 
be  in  his  power  to  send  supplies  of  cloth,  etc.,  which  he  would  endeavor  to  do. 

Mr.  Jay,  in  answer,  assured  him  of  his  high  sense  of  the  frankness  and  candor  with 
which  he  had  been  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  the  king's  intentions  and  his  own 
sentiments,  and  gave  him  the  strongest  assurances  that  ho  should,  for  his  part,  with 
the  same  frankness  and  candor,  give  him  all  the  assistance  and  information  in  his 
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power  to  forward  his  generous  iutentions  in  favor  of  bis  country,  and  that  he  might 
depend  that,  in  doing  this,  he  woukl  neither  deceive  him  in  his  information,  nor  mis- 
lead him  by  ill-grounded  expectations. 

The  count  then  expressed  his  confidence  in  these  assurances,  said  he  had  been  well 
informed  of  the  cbaracters  both  of  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Carmichael  (who  was  present 
at  the  conference),  said  he  considered  them  as  les  Jiomrues  honnetes,  aud  that  no  con- 
sideration could  have  prevailed  upon  him  to  have  treated  with  men  who  did  not  sus- 
tain that  reputation. 

The  count  then  proceeded  to  the  second  point,  viz,  with  respect  to  the  treaty  in 
contemplation  between  Spain  and  America.  He  began  by  observing  that  he  now 
spoke  as  a  minister,  and  as  such  that  he  would  be  as  candid  aud  frank  as  he  had 
just  been  speaking  as  a  private  man  ;  aud  that  it  was  always  his  disposition  to  do  so 
with  those  from  whom  he  expected  the  same  conduct.  He  then  proceeded  to  observe 
that  there  was  but  one  obstacle  from  which  he  apprehended  any  great  difficulty  in 
forming  a  treaty  with  America,  aud  plainly  intimated  that  this  arose  from  the  pre- 
tensions of  America  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  He  repeated  the  informa- 
tion which  the  court  had  received  from  M.  Miralles,  that  Congress  had  at  oue  time 
relinquished  that  object;  that  he  also  knew  from  the  same  source  that  afterwards 
they  had  made  it  an  essential  point  of  the  treaty.  He  expressed  his  uneasiness  on 
this  subject,  and  entered  largely  into  the  views  of  Spain  with  respect  to  the  bound- 
aries (he  mentioned  Cape  Antonio  and  Cape  ,  and  expressed  their  resolu- 
tion, if  possible,  of  excluding  the  English  entirely  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico)  they 
wished  to  fix  by  a  treaty,  which  he  hoped  would  be  perpetual  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. He  spoke  amply  of  the  king's  anxiety,  resolution,  aud  firmness  on  this  point, 
and  insinuated  a  wish  that  some  method  might  be  fallen  upon  to  remove  this  obstacle. 
He  observed  that  the  king  had  receiA-edall  his  impressions  with  respect  to  the  ueces- 
sity  of  this  measure  previous  to  his  being  in  place,  and  appeared  to  regard  it  as  a  point 
from  which  his  majesty  would  never  recede  ;  reijeatiug  that  still,  however,  he  was 
disposed  to  give  America  all  the  aid  in  his  power,  consistent  with  the  situation  of  his 
affairs,  to  distress  the  common  enemy  ;  that  this  point  being  insisted  on,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  the  court  of  Spain  to  obtaiu  the  most  accurate  knowledge  of  local  cir- 
cumstances, with  which  ho  supposed  Mr.  Jay  and  his  constituents  were  more  fully 
apprised  than  his  majesty's  ministers  could  be.  That  for  this  purpose  they  had 
already  written  to  the  Havana  and  Louisiana,  in  order  to  obtain  all  the  necessary  in- 
formation, which  he  gave  reason  to  believe  that  they  had  not  yetreceivd.  He  dwelt 
on  the  necessity  of  this  information  previous  to  any  treatj',  aud  expressed  his  own 
re""ret  that  ways  and  means  could  uot  be  found  to  obviate  or  overcome  this  impedi- 
ment. 

Mr.  Jay  here  took  an  opportunity  to  mention  that  many  of  the  States  were  bounded 
by  that  river  and  were  highly  interested  in  its  navigation,  but  observed  that  they 
were  equally  inclined  to  enter  into  any  amicable  regulatious  which  might  prevent 
any  inconveniences  with  respect  to  contraband  or  other  objects  which  might  excite 
the  uneasiness  of  Spain. 

The  count  still,  however,  appeared  to  be  fully  of  opinion  that  this  was  an  object 
that  the  king  had  so  much  at  heart  that  he  would  never  relinquish  it,  adding,  how- 
ever, that  he  hoped  some  middle  way  might  be  hit  on  which  would  pave  the  way  to 
get  over  this  diflSculty,  and  desired  Mr.  Jay  to  turn  his  thoughts  and  attention  to  the 
subject,  in  which  he  assured  him  he  was  as  well  disposed  to  assist  him  as  in  the  means 
of  procuring  the  assistance  and  succors  for  America  before  mentioned  ;  always  repeat- 
in"-  the  king's  favorable  disposition,  his  inviolable  regard  to  his  promise,  etc.  On 
this  subject  he  also  subjoined  that,  whenever  Mr.  Jay  chose  to  go  to  Madrid  he  desired 
to  have  previous  notice  of  it ;  for  iu  those  cases  he  would  leave  his  sentiments  in  writ- 
ing for  him  with  Mr.  Carmichael,  or  if  he  should  also  go  to  Madrid,  that  he  would 
then  write  to  Mr.  Jay  there,  to  which  he  might  return  an  answer  by  the  ParJe  (a 
post  which  goes  to  and  from  Madrid)  to  Araujuez,  every  twenty-four  hours. 

Mr.  Jay  expressed  his  full  confidence  in  what  the  count  had  done  him  the  honor  to 
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communicate  to  him,  and  assnred  him  of  his  satisfaction  and  happiness  in  having  the 
good  fortune  to  transact  a  business  so  important  to  both  countries  with  a  minister  so 
Jibei'al  and  candid  iu  his  manner  of  thinking  and  acting. 

The  conference  ended  with  mnch  civility  on  the  one  i)art  and  on  the  other,  and 
with  au  intimation  from  tlie  count  that  he  should  take  an  opportunity  of  having 
the  pleasure  of  Mr.  Jay's  company  at  dinner,  and  of  being  on  that  friendly  footing 
on  which  he  wished  to  be  with  him. 

What  passed  in  the  course  of  this  conference  needs  no  comment, 
though  it  calls  for  information  and  instructions.  If  Congress  remains 
firm,  as  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  respecting  the  Mississippi,  I  think 
Spain  will  finally'  be  content  with  equitable  regulations,  and  I  wish  to 
know  whether  Congress  would  consider  any  regulations  necessary  to 
prevent  contraband  as  inconsistent  with  their  ideas  of  free  navigation. 
I  wish  that  as  little  as  possible  may  be  left  to  my  discretion,  and  that 
as  I  am  determined  to  adbere  strictly  to  their  sentiments  and  directions, 
I  may  be  favored  with  them  fully  and  iu  season. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  had  upon  all  occasions  treated  me  with 
so  much  fairness,  candor,  and  frankness,  that  between  the  confidence 
due  to  him  and  the  footing  I  was  and  ought  to  be  on  with  the  French 
ambassador  embarrassed  me  exceedingly,  especially  as  there  is  little 
reason  to  doubt  of  their  being  on  confidential  terms  with  each  other. 
I  was  reduced  to  the  necessity,  therefore,  of  acting  with  exquisite 
duplicity,  a  conduct  which  I  detest  as  immoral  and  disapprove  as  im- 
l^olitic,  or  of  mentioning  my  difficulties  to  the  count  and  obtaining  his 
answer.     I  preferred  the  latter,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to  him : 

Aranjuez,  May  12,  1780. 

Sir:  It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctance  that  I  can  prevail  upon  myself  to  draw  your 
excellency's  attention  from  the  great  objects  that  perpetually  engage  it.  But  the 
liberality,  frankness,  and  candor  which  distinguished  your  conduct  towards  me  the 
last  evening  has  impressed  me  with  such  sentiments  of  correspondent  delicacy  as 
to  place  me  in  a  most  disagreeable  situation. 

Deeply  sensible  of  the  benefits  received  by  my  country  from  their  illustrious  ally, 
prompted  by  duty  and  inclination  to  act  not  only  with  the  highest  integrity,  but  the 
greatest  frankness  towards  him  and  his  ministers,  and  influenced  by  the  good  opinion 
I  have  imbibed  of  the  talents,  attachment,  and  prudence  of  the  Count  de  Montmorin, 
I  have  given  him  and  his  court  assurances  that  he  should  receive  from  me  all  that 
confidence  which  these  considerations  dictate.  These  assurances  were  sincere;  I 
have  most  strictly  conformed  to  them,  and  as  no  circumstances  of  delicacy  forbid  it, 
I  have  communicated  to  him  the  information  I  gave  your  excellency  relative  to 
American  affairs  and  the  resolution  of  Congress  for  drawing  bills  upon  me,  these 
being  the  only  transactions  within  my  knowledge  and  department  which  related  to 
that  proposed  connection  between  Spain  and  America  for  the  accomplishment  of 
which  the  King  of  France  has  been  pleased  to  interpose  his  kind  offices  with  his 
Catholic  majesty. 

But,  sir,  my  feelings  will  not  allow  me  to  permit  the  confidence  due  to  one  gentle- 
man to  interfere  with  that  which  may  be  due  to  another.  Honor  prescribes  limits 
to  each  which  no  consideration  can  tempt  me  to  violate.  You  spoke  to  me  last 
evening  in  the  character  of  a  private  gentleman  as  well  as  a  public  minister,  and 
in  both  without  reserve.  Let  me  entreat  your  excellency,  therefore,  to  inform  me 
whether  lam  to  consider  your  conferences  with  me,  either  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
as  confidential.     1  am  apprised  of  the  delicacy  of  this  question,     I  wish  I  could 
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know  yonr  sentiments  without  putting  it.  I  assure  yon  my  esteem  and  respect  are 
too  sincere  and  too  great  not  to  make  me  regret  every  measure  that  can  give  you  an 
uneasy  sensation.  On  tliis  occasion  I  am  urged  by  justice  to  yovi  as  well  as  to  myself, 
and  that  must  be  my  apology. 

Unpractised  in  the  ways  of  courts,  I  rejoice  in  finding  that  I  am  to  transact  the 
business  committed  to  me  with  a  gentleman  who  adorns  his  exalted  station  with 
virtues  as  well  as  talents,  and  looks  down  on  that  system  of  finesse  and  chicanery 
which,  however  prevalent,  wisdom  rejects  and  probity  disapproves. 

With  sentiments  of  attachment  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

To  this  I  received  the  following  answer : 

[Translation.]  , 

Aran.tuez,  May  14,  1780. 

Sir:  Sensible  of  the  favorable  opinion  yon  are  pleased  to  entertain  of  my  conduct 
both  as  a  minister  and  a  private  gentleman,  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  that  on 
every  occasion  you  shall  experience  nothing  but  frankness  and  candor  on  my  part. 
Besides  that  my  own  principles  are  invariable  on  these  points,  I  am  certain  thereby 
to  follow  the  example  and  good  intentions  of  the  king,  my  master. 

The  delicacy  which  induced  you  to  doubt  whether  there  would  be  any  impropriety 
in  communicating  to  the  ambassador  of  France  the  explanations  we  had  in  the  course 
of  our  late  conference  accords  well  with  the  idea  I  first  formed  of  your  character, 
and  I  am  pleased  with  this  mark  of  your  attention.  Besides,  it  appears  to  me  that 
you  may  do  it  freely,  especially  as  those  explanations  are  founded  on  principles  of 
equity  and  wisdom  for  the  benefit  of  the  common  cause. 

But  if  hereafter  circumstances  demand  a  more  pointed  reserve,  by  accidents  we 
can  not  now  foresee,  we  shall  always  have  time  to  agree  upon  those  points  which  it 
may  be  necessary  to  keep  secret. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  most  sincere  attachment  and  the  most  perfect  consideration, 
your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Count  de  Florida  Blanca. 

I  have  not  yet  received  from  his  excellency  the  notes  mentioned  in 
the  conference,  and  therefore  can  not  have  the  satisfaction  of  sending 
copies  of  them  to  Congress  by  this  opportunity. 

On  the  9th  April,  1780,  Sir  John  Dalrymple  arrived  here  from  Portu- 
gal with  his  lady.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  I  heard  of  it,  and  the 
next  morning  sent  the  following  card  to  the  French  ambassador  at 
Aranjuez,  viz: 

Mr.  Jay  presents  his  compliments  to  his  excellency  Count  Montraorin,  and  informs 
him  that  Sir  John  Dalrymple  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday  from  Lisbon,  and 
it  is  said  intends  to  be  at  Aranjuez  to-day.  What  business  should  call  this  gentlemen 
here,  or  enable  him  to  obtain  license  to  come,  are  questions  which  I  am  persuaded 
will  receive  from  your  excellency  all  the  attention  due  to  their  extent  and  impor- 
tance. 

Madrid,  April  11,  1780. 

To  this  I  immediately  received  the  following  answer  on  that  subject, 
viz: 

[Translation.]* 

M.  de  Montmorin  received  this  morning  Mi-.  Jay's  note,  and  thanks  him  for  the 
information.     M.  de  Montmorin  is  fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  it,  and  although 
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he  is  far  from  eotertainins  the  least  doubt  on  the  sentiments  of  the  Spanish  niinis- 
•  try,  ho  will  not  fail  to  take  the  precaution  to  he  informed  of  everything  connected 
with  Sir  John  Dalrymple's  arrival.  He  advises  Mr.  Jay  to  follow  the  same  course. 
Courts  are  so  beset  with  intrigues  that  nothing  should  be  neglected  which  may  tend  to 
discover  them.  He  repeats  that  he  has  not  the  slightest  cause  to  suspect  the  Spanish 
ministry,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  the  strongest  reasons  for  confiding  in  its  integrity 
and  honor. 

M.  de  Montmorin  begs  Mr.  Jay  to  accept  his  compliments,  and  to  present  his  respect- 
ful homage  to  Mrs.  .Jay. 

Learning  that  Sir  John  had  obtained  leave  to  go  to  France  in  his  way 
to  England,  I  apprised  Mr.  Adams  of  it  in  a  letter  of  the  26th  of  April, 
1780,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

Sir  John  Dairy  mple  is  here ;  he  came  from  Portugal  for  the  benefit  of  his  lady's  health, 
as  is  said.  He  is  no  w  at  Aran  j  uez.  He  has  seen  the  imperial  ambassador,  the  governor 
of  the  city,  Senor  Campomanes,  the  Duke  of  Alva,  and  several  others  named  to  him 
I  suppose  by  Lord  (Jrantham,  who  I  find  was  much  respected  here.  He  will  return 
through  France  to  Britain.  I  shall  go  to  Aranjnez  the  day  after  to-morrow,  and  shall 
form  some  judgment  of  that  gentlemen's  success  by  the  conduct  of  the  court  towards 
America. 

On  waiting  on  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  a  few  days  afterwards  at 
Aranjnez,  he  told  me  that  Sir  John  had  applied  to  him  to  obtain  from 
him  permission  to  go  through  Spain  to  France  and  to  the  French  min- 
ister for  a  passport  through  that  kingdom  to  England.  The  indisposi- 
tion of  his  lady  was  the  reason  assigned  for  not  going  from  Portugal  by 
water.  That,  in  conversation,  Sir  John  took  occasion  to  say  several 
things  respecting  the  war  and  the  manner  of  drawing  it  to  a  conclu- 
sion. Tliat  the  count  desired  him  to  reduce  what  he  would  wish  to  say 
on  that  subject  to  writing,  and  that  Sir  John  thereupon  sent  him  a  paper 
entitled  "A  Historical  Anecdote,"  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

A  PROJECT  OF  LORD  ROCHFORD  TO  PREVENT  THE  WAR. 

Before  the  declaration  of  France  in  favor  of  America  Lord  Rochford,  formerly 
ambassador  in  Spain  and  in  France,  formed  a  project  to  prevent  the  war.  It  was, 
that  England  should  propose  a  great  treaty  of  confederation  between  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  and  England,  the  object  of  which  should  be  the  three  following:  The  first, 
a  mutual  guaranty  between  these  four  powers  of  their  possessions  in  America  and 
the  two  Indies,  with  a  proviso  that  a  war  in  Europe  should  never  be  a  war  in  those 
remote  regions  on  any  pretext  whatever,  fixing  also  the  number  of  troops  and  ves- 
sels to  be  furnished  by  the  contracting  powers  against  the  power  that  should  contra- 
vene the  i)eace  in  those  distant  parts.  The  second  object  was,  to  grant  a  participa- 
tion in  the  commerce  of  America  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  as  far  as  snch 
participation  might  not  be  incompatible  with  the  common  interests  and  without  the 
rivalship  of  English  America  and  England.  The  third  object  was,  the  adjustment  of 
the  contested  privileges  of  the  Americans  upon  principles  jnst  and  honorable  for 
them.  Lord  Rochford  was  at  that  time  secretary  of  state.  He  told  me  that  the  first 
person  to  whom  he  had  communicated  this  project  was  the  late  Prince  of  Mazarano, 
ambassador  of  Spain,  and  that  though  old  and  indisposed,  he  arose  and  embraced 
him,  and  said,  "  Ah!  my  lord,  what  divinity  has  inspired  yon  ?"  Lord  Rochford  also 
communicated  it  to  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  then  and  still  continues  one  of  the  minis- 
ters of  the  King  of  England,  who  gave  it  his  approbation:  but  Lord  Rochford  soon 
after  quitted  tfie  ministry  and  retired  to  the  country,  by  which  accident  the  project 
failed  of  being  presented  to  the  cabinet  of  the  king. 
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I  have  ffiven  a  relatiou  of  this  auecdote,  because  I  am  one  of  the  four  or  five  per- 
sons who  alone  know  the  truth  of  it,  and  because  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  yet 
too  late  to  revive  a  project  which  will  save  a  million  of  Christians  from  becoming 
widows  and  orphans.  As  to  the  first  object  of  such  a  confederacy,  Lord  Rochford 
did  not  doubt  of  the  proposition's  being  accepted  by  all  the  powers,  because  it  was 
the  interest  of  all  to  accept  it.  The  losses  of  France  in  the  two  Indies  the  last  war, 
and  their  misfortunes  in  the  East  Indies  in  the  present  one,  where  in  six  weeks 
they  have  lost  all  they  possessed  ;  the  losses  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  last  war  in  the 
two  Indies,  and  even  the  stroke  the  other  day  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras  by  a  young 
captain  with  a  handful  of  soldiers;  the  facility  with  which  Portugal  lost  the  island 
of  St.  Catharine  in  the  Brazils,  and  the  misfortunes  of  the  English  armies  the  three 
last  years  in  America,  all  prove  that  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  England  have 
their  tender  parts  in  America  and  the  two  Indies,  and  of  consequence  that  they  have 
all  an  interest  in  a  mutual  guaranty  of  their  possessions  in  those  throe  parts  of  the 
world. 

As  to  the  second  object  of  the  confederacy,  I  am  sensible  that  the  idea  of  the  other 
three  powers  participating  in  the  commerce  of  America,  under  the  limitation  of  its 
not  being  incompatihle  with  the  common  interests  of  English  America  and  England, 
is  an  idea  somewhat  vague  and  subject  to  disputes.  lint  fortunately  for  humanity, 
there  are  five  iiersons  in  those  five  countries  of  characters  which  render  them  proper 
to  draw  the  outlines  of  some  determinate  regulations  which  will  admit  of  no  dis- 
putes, and  may  enrich  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  without  impoverishing  England 
and  her  Colonies.  In  America  there  is  Dr.  Franklin,  perhaps  the  first  genius  of 
the  age,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  commercial  connections  between  America 
and  England  ;  France  has  her  comptroller-general,  who  from  his  youth  has  been 
brought  up  in  the  practice  of  commerce ;  in  Spain  we  find  M.  Campomanes,  who  has 
employed  the  maturity  of  his  life  in  studies  that  give  him  a  superiority  in  discussions 
of  this  kind  ;  Portugal  will  be  assisted  by  the  counsels  of  the  Dnke  of  Braganza,  who 
has  gathered  knowledge  in  almost  every  field — in  courts,  in  libraries,  and  even  on  the 
exchanges  of  the  merchants  of  Europe  ;  and  as  for  England,  she  has  a  minister  who, 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  true  interests  of  commerce,  will  not  refuse  to  America  what 
be  has  just  granted  to  Ireland. 

As  to  the  third  object  of  the  confederation  :  England,  who  much  boasts  of  her  own 
Magna  Charta,  will  make  no  difficulty  in  granting  a  Magna  Charta  to  the  liberties 
of  America.  Perhaps  the  best  means  to  expedite  this  measure  would  be  to  give  a 
carte  hianche  to  Dr.  Franklin.  A  generous  confidence  is  the  surest  means  to  secure  a 
generous  man.  Spain  has  two  very  solid  interests  in  the  success  of  such  a  confeder- 
acy and  against  the  independence  of  America.  The  first  is,  that  if  English-America 
becomes  independent  Spanish-America  will  be  overrun  with  the  contraband  of  the 
Americans  thus  independent  of  England.  (1)  England  is  bound  by  treaties  with 
Spain  not  to  carry  on  the  contraband  trade.  (2)  She  is  restrained  by  the  fear  of  this 
contraband's  drawing  a  war  upon  her  in  Europe,  which  was  the  consequence  of  it 
in  the  times  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  (3)  The  dearness  of  English  and  European  com- 
modities sets  natural  bounds  to  the  quantity  of  this  contraband.  But  when  the 
Americans  are  independent,  they  will  say,  first,  they  are  not  bound  by  the  treaties  of 
the  English  ;  secondly,  they  will  not  be  restrained  by  fear,  being  so  far  from  Spain, 
and  having  defended  themselves  against  eighty  thousand  English  soldiers  and  ma- 
rines, they  would  but  little  dread  the  forces  of  Spain  ;  and  thirdly,  the  low  price  of 
American  commodities  will  cover  the  Spanish  colonies  with  contraband.  Indeed, 
necessity  itself  will  oblige  the  Americans  either  to  carry  on  this  contraband  or  to 
make  war  on  Spanish  and  Portuguese  America  and  their  islaiuls.  They  have  neither 
gold  nor  silver  among  themselves,  and  without  tiiese  precious  metals  they  can  neither 
cultivate  their  lands  nor  carry  on  commerce.  They  will  only  have  four  sources  from 
whence  to  draw  them:  First,  their  commerce  with  Europe;  secondly,  pensions  from 
France  and  Spain  ;  thirdly,  a  contraband  trade  with  the  provinces  of  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal in  the  New  World  :  and  fourthly,  a  war  in  these  provinces. 
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While  the  Americans  contiuue  iu  a  state  whieh  the  English  call  rebellion,  their 
commerce  with  Enrope  will  he  interrupted  by  English  cruisers.  Thus>  they  will  draw 
but  a  small  quantity  of  these  precious  metals  from  this  first  source.  The  pensions  of 
France  and  Spain  will  be  much  too  inconsiderable  to  support  the  agriculture  and 
manufactures  of  so  extensive  a  country.  Their  only  renuiiniug  source,  then,  for  these 
metals  will  be  in  the  contraband  or  wars  with  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  provinces. 
To  prevent  this  contraband,  thetreaty  of  confederation  might  make  provision  against 
the  contraband  both  of  the  English  and  Americans.  It  is  a  delicate  point  for  an 
Englishman  to  suggest  the  means,  but  were  the  two  nations  sincerely  disposed  for 
peace,  J  could  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  suggest  the  infallible  means. 

Spain  has  another  interest,  perhaps  still  greater,  against  the  independence  of  the 
Americans,  and  consequently  in  favor  of  the  treaty  in  question.  The  Americans,  who 
will  be  able  to  fly  with  their  sails  wherever  they  please,  will  make  establishments  in 
New  Zealand,  the  islands  of  Otaheite,  or  some  other  islands  in  the  South  Sea,  from 
whence  they  will  torment  the  Spaniards  iu  that  sea,  and  even  the  English,  the  B'rench, 
the  Portuguese,  and  the  Dutch  in  the  East  India  seas.  Being  independent,  no 
treaty  will  prevent  their  making  such  establishments.  They  may  make  them 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  nations.  Captain  Cook,  in  his  last  printed  voyages, 
8^8  there  are  forty-seven  thousand  seafaring  people  iu  the  island  of  Otaheite 
alone;  and  Captain  Wallis,  who  discovered  those  Islands,  told  me  at  Lisbon  a 
few  days  ago  that  the  inhabitant  of  Otaheite  went  to  the  masthead  of  the  Eng- 
lish ships,  and  ran  on  the  yard-arms  as  well  in  three  days'  time  as  the  English 
mariners,  and  gave  me  two  reasons  for  it.  The  first  was,  that  living  on  fish,  they  are 
all  seafaring  people;  and  the  second,  that  those  who  wear  no  shoes  are  always  the 
most  dexterous  in  mounting  the  upper  parts  of  a  ship.  Captain  Cook  also  in  the 
same  voyage  gives  a  description  of  a  port  and  city  iu  New  Zealand  which  might  in  a 
few  weeks  be  made  impregnable,  and  one  needs  only  look  at  the  shape  of  the  islands 
in  the  South  seas  iu  the  maps  we  have  of  them  to  be  convinced  that  they  have  no 
small  number  of  these  impregnable  ports. 

I  show  myself  as  much  a  friend  to  Spain,  to  France,  to  Portugal,  and  Holland  as 
to  England  in  disclosing  the  following  idea,  which  may  have  escaped  others :  Heretofore 
it  was  impossible  to  go  to  the  South  seas  with  any  safety  but  iu  the  mouths  of  De- 
cember and  January,  and  by  the  dreadful  latitudes  round  Cape  Horn.  But  the  late 
discoveries  of  Captain  Cook  and  other  Euglishmen  have  demonstrated  the  practica- 
bility of  going  thither  in  every  month  of  the  year  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  fine  latitude  of  New  Zealand,  and  in  almost  the  same  time— the  one  being  a 
passage  of  four  and  the  other  of  five  months— because  the  same  west  wind,  which 
blows  almost  the  whole  of  the  year  and  retards  the  vessels  passing  by  Cape  Horn, 
carries  them  with  rapidity  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  New  Zealand.  Hence  it 
follows  that  when  the  Americans  quarrel  with  Spain  perhaps  on  the  subject  of  the  con  - 
traband,  they  will  send  their  ships  on  the  coast  of  Chili  from  their  establishments  in 
the  South  seas  by  the  latitudes  of  New  Zealand,  and  with  the  west  winds,  which 
always  blow  in  that  quarter.  This  is  a  voyage  of  only  five  weeks;  for  Captain 
Cook  in  one  voyage,  and  Captain  Fourneaux  in  another,  went  from  New  Zealand  to 
Cape  Horn  in  less  time,  and  the  journal  of  the  winds  annexed  to  the  voyage  of  Cap- 
tain Cook  shows  that  the  west  winds  in  those  latitudes  bear  to  the  east  the  propor- 
tion of  ten  to  one.  When  their  vessels  are  on  the  coast  of  Chili  they  will  take  the 
advantage  of  the  land  wind,  which,  blowing  constantly  from  south  to  north,  will 
carry  them  along  the  coasts  of  Chili  and  Peru.  AVith  this  wind  they  will  go  m  four- 
teen days  to  the  Bay  of  Panama,  and  in  the  course  of  this  voyage  they  will  ravage 
the  seacoasts,  and  make  prizes  of  all  the  vessels  they  meet.  The  naval  force  of 
Spain  at  Lima  will  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  hinder  them,  for  the  same  south  wind 
which  will  push  the  Americans  forward  will  prevent  the  fleets  of  Spain  going  to  meet 
them  From  the  Bav  of  Panama  they  will  return  by  the  great  wind  of  the  tropics, 
which  never  fails  blowing  from  east  to  west,  either  to  their  settlements  in  the  South 
seas  or  to  sell  their  prizes  in  the  seas  of  China  or  India,  from  whence  they  will  per- 
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haps  again  return  with  new  vessels,  newly  manned,  to  repeat  their  ravages.  Their 
retnrn  will  either  be  by  New  Zealand  in  coming  from  the  Indies,  or  by  the  latitude  of 
forty  north  in  coming  from  China.  In  this  last  case  they  will  fall  on  Mexico,  and 
profiting  of  the  laud  winds  which  always  blow  there  from  north  to  the  Bay  of  Pan- 
ama, they  will  ravage  Mexico  as  before  they  ravaged  Chili  and  Peru.  From  the  Bay 
of  Panama  they  will  return  by  the  great  tropic  wind  either  to  their  own  homes  in 
the  South  seas  or  to  the  seas  of  Asia,  to  renew  a.  war  insulting,  tormenting,  and 
without  remedy. 

On  the  other  hand,  when  at  war  witli  England,  France,  Porttigal,  or  Holland,  they 
will  direct  their  course  from  their  establishments  in  the  South  Seas  and  fall  upon  the 
possessions  of  those  powers  in  the  East  Indies,  They  will  have  two  great  routes  to 
go  and  return  by — the  one  to  the  west  of  New  Zealand,  the  other  by  the  islands  be- 
tween China  and  New  Holland,  and  in  this  they  will  have  as  many  passages  as  there 
are  islands.  Thence  follows  the  impossibility  of  waylaying  their  vessels  either  going 
or  on  their  return.  These  consequences  may  all  be  prevented  by  the  treaty  proposed 
by  Lord  Eochford,  in  which  it  might  be  stipulated  that  those  islands  shall  forever 
belong  to  their  present  inhabitants  and  their  posterity,  for  certainly  the  nation  who 
shall  first  possess  herself  of  them  will  command  the  commerce  of  the  South  Seas  and 
those  of  Asia.  * 

Europe,  wishing  for  the  independence  of  America,  resembles  a  man  asleep  on  ice 
and  not  sensible  that  ice  thaws,  and  therefore  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  the  con- 
federation Holland  and  Denmark,  who  have  interests  in  both  the  New  Worlds,  might 
be  invited  to  become  contracting  parties  to  those  articles  of  treaty  which  regard  the 
mutual  guaranty. 

The  reason  of  the  frequent  breach  of  treaties  is  that  they  are  made  withont  provi- 
sion for  the  future  reciprocal  interests  of  the  contracting  nations.  The  only  ones 
that  I  know  of  that  pay  attention  to  this  object  are  the  treaties  between  Portugal 
and  England,  by  which  Portugal  gains  a  preference  for  the  sale  of  her  wines  in  Eng- 
land and  England  for  the  sale  of  her  cloths  in  Portugal.  The  consequence  is  that 
there  never  has,  and  in  appearance  never  will  be,  a  war  between  Portugal  and  Eng- 
land. It  would  not  be  difficult,  either  in  the  general  confederation  or  by  separate 
treaties  of  commerce  between  England  on  the  one  part,  and  the  three  kingdoms  of 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  France,  respectively,  on  the  other,  to  advance  infinitely  the 
commercial  interests  of  all  three  by  their  connections  with  England.  Spain  having 
wines,  oil,  fruits,  salt,  fine  wools,  and  some  other  articles,  which  England  has  not, 
and  England  having  iron,  with  coal  in  the  same  fields  for  the  manufacturing  of  it, 
and  by  the  moistness  of  her  climate  long  wool  for  cloths  of  a  low  i^rice,  also  tin,  fish, 
with  some  other  articles,  which  Spain  has  not,  it  follows  that  when  England  is  rich 
she  will  buy  more  articles  of  Spain,  and  when  Spain  is  rich  she  will  buy  more  articles 
of  England,  and,  consequently,  that  one  can  not  enrich  herself  without  enriching  the 
other.  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  natural  connections  between  England  and 
Portugal.  There  is  even  a  natural  connection  between  England  and  France  in  many 
articles  of  commerce,  if  the  jealousy  of  fools  and  misinformed  persons  did  not  perpet- 
ually interrupt  it.  I  have  heard,  from  certain  authority,  that  had  the  Abb^  Terray 
continued  in  the  ministry  of  France  there  would  have  been  a  tariff  between  France 
and  England  for  the  entry,  on  the  most  favorable  conditions,  of  the  wines  and  arti- 
cles of  mode  of  the  one  nation  and  the  manufactures  of  iron  and  wheat  of  the  othei", 
and  England  might  have  procured  the  consent  of  Portugal  for  the  diminution  of  her 
commerce  of  wines  with  England  by  other  indemnifications.  England,  in  favor  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  might,  without  injury  to  herself,  even  permit  the  ex- 
portation of  those  wools,  paying  a  duty  at  the  exportation  thereof.  The  exportation 
of  the  superfluous  wool  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  in  Eng- 
land, to  the  king  in  furnishing  him  a  new  revenue,  and  to  those  three  nations  in 
giving  them  an  article  necessary  for  their  manufactures. 

Unfortunately  for  humanity  the  Abbe  Terray  is  no  more ;  but  happily  for  human- 
ity Dr.  Franklin,  the  comptroller-general  of  France,  M.  Campomanes,  the  Duke  of 
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Braganza,  and  Lord  North  are  all  still  living,  and  the  King  of  Spain,  with  the  Connt 
de  Florida  Blauca,  may  pnt  all  these  five  in  motion. 

ior  my  part  I  have  no  authority  from  the  English  minister  to  present  this  project, 
but  living  in  friendship  with  the  greater  part  of  them,  and  on  an  intimate  footing 
•with  the  others,  I  am  certain  that  some  of  the  sentiments  in  this  memorial  correspond 
with  their  manner  of  thinking  on  the  subject.  I  confess  I  received  a  letter  in  Portu- 
gal, fourteen  days  before  my  departure  for  Spain,  from  Lord  Rochford,  who  is  not  at 
present  in  the  ministry,  but  who  is  so  taken  up  with  a  project  that  does  him  so  much 
honor  that  he  has  advised  me  to  feel  the  pulses  on  the  possibility  of  making  it  suc- 
ceed, and  that  I  have  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  from  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  who 
entered  into  the  views  ot  my  Lord  Rochford  not  as  a  politician,  but  as  a  friend  to  hu- 
manity. 

Encouraged  by  such  men,  and  still  more  by  the  dictates  of  my  own  heart,  I  wrote  to 
one  of  the  English  ministers  that  if  I  did  not  iind  minds  too  much  heated,  and  there 
wasnodangerofgivingoflfense,  lintendedtodojustice  to  the  project  of  my  Lord  Roch- 
ford in  Spain  and  in  France,  and  begged  him  to  send  me  an  answer  to  Paris  whether 
the  miuistry  of  England  approved  or  disapproved  my  intentions. 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  my  views  being  to  unite  and  not  to  separate  nations,  I 
have  no  objection  that  the  ministers  of  France  and  Dr.  Franklin  should  each  have 
a  copy  of  this  memorial." 

The  count  spoke  of  Sir  Joliii  and  his  anecdote  very  properly,  and 
concluded  with  assurances  of  the  king's  firmness. 

The  manner  in  which  Sir  John  speaks  of  Dr.  Franklin,  however 
just,  I  impute  to  a  design  of  injuring  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
his  constituents. 

The  house  of  Gardoqui,  at  Bilboa,  are  rich,  in  favor  with  the  ministry, 
and  friends  to  America.  The  navy  board  have  sent  to  them  for  goods 
for  the  use  of  the  navy,  and  have  remitted  to  them  only  an  inconsider- 
able part  of  the  sum  to  which  they  will  amount,  desiring  the  residue  on 
credit,  and  promising  speedy  payment.  One  of  the  house  now  here 
spoke  to  me  on  the  subject;  I  advised  him  to  complete  the  orders.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  navy  board  be  punctual  in  their 
remittances.  American  credit  is  not  high,  and  ought  to  be  higher.  I 
am  the  more  anxious  on  this  subject,  as  that  house  is  exceedingly  well 
disposed,  and  a  disappointment  would  not  only  be  injurious  to  them,  but 
much  more  so  to  us.  Perhaps  it  would  be  a  good  rule  if  the  United 
States  were  to  contract  debts  only  with  governments,  and  never  with 
individuals  abroad. 

1  received  a  letter  last  week  from  a  Captain  Hawkins,  at  Cadiz,  in- 
forming me  that  the  Americans  who  had  escaped  from  captivity  and 
were  collected  there  were  fitting  out  a  vessel  for  America,  which  they 
were  arming,  and  wished  to  be  enabled  to  act  ofl'ensively  and  defensively 
in  their  way  home,  by  having  a  proper  commission  from  me  for  that 
purpose.  As  I  had  neither  blank  commissions  nor  authority  to  grant 
them,  I  referred  him  to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Congress  will  be  pleased  to  consider  how  far  it  may  be  proper  to  re- 
move these  obstacles  by  sending  me  both.  This  leads  me  again  to  re- 
mind your  excellency  of  several  letters  I  wrote  you  from  Cadiz  respect- 
ing American  seamen  coming  to  Spain  from  captivity  at  Gibraltar  and 
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other  places.  As  coj^ies  of  these  letters  have  been  sent  by  different 
vessels,  I  presume  some  of  them  have  reached  you.  It  certainly  is  nec- 
essary that  provision  be  made  for  these  people,  and  in  a  regular  estab- 
lished manner.     I  am  very  desirous  of  instructions  on  this  subject. 

The  credit  given  me  by  Congress  on  Dr.  Franklin  is  expended,  and 
I  am  without  other  means  of  obtaining  supplies  than  by  private  credit, 
which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  satisfy.  To  apply  to  and  be  maintained  by  the 
court  is  in  my  opinion  too  humiliating  to  be  for  the  public  good;  and 
as  yet  I  have  neither  received  nor  heard  of  remittances  from  America. 
It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  kuow  in  what  manner  Congress  mean  I 
should  be  supplied,  and  whether  any  measures  have  been  taken  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am  much  embarrassed  for  the  means  of  conveying  and  receiving 
intelligence.  Being  at  a  great  distance  from  the  sea,  all  my  letters  to 
and  from  thence  here  must  either  be  conveyed  by  private  couriers  or 
the  public  post.  All  my  letters  by  the  latter,  whether  in  France  or 
Spain,  are  opened.  By  that  conveyance,  therefore,  it  would  not  always 
be  proper  to  write  either  to  Congress,  to  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams, 
or  others  with  that  freedom  which  would  often  be  useful,  and  some- 
times necessary.  The  salary  allowed  me,  so  far  from  admitting  the  ex- 
pense of  private  couriers,  is  inadequate  for  the  common  purposes  for 
which  it  was  given.  This  is  a  delicate  subject,  and  I  wish  it  was  not  my 
duty  to  say  anything  respecting  it.  This  place  is  the  dearest  in  Europe. 
The  court  is  never  stationary,  passing  part  of  the  year  in  no  less  than 
five  different  places,  viz :  Madrid,  Pardo,  Aranjuez,  St.  Ildefonso,  and 
the  Escurial ;  hence  considerable  expenses  arise.  I  forbear  enumerat- 
ing particulars,  my  design  being  only  to  mention  this  matter  to  Con- 
gress, not  to  press  it  upon  them.  I  shall  always  live  agreeably  to  my 
circumstances;  and  if,  from  their  being  too  narrow,  inconveniences 
result  to  the  public,  they  ought  to  be  informed  of  it.  I  hope  what  I 
have  said  will  be  viewed  in  this  light  only.  So  far  as  I  am  personally 
interested  T  am  content. 

Mr.  Harrison,  a  gentleman  of  Maryland,  now  here,  will  be  the  bearer 
of  this  letter  to  Cadiz.  I  therefore  embrace  this  good  and  unusual  op. 
portunity  of  being  so  minute  and  explicit  in  it. 

The  family  of  Galvez  is  numerous  and  of  weight.  The  one  on  the 
Mississippi  has  written  favorably  of  the  Americans  to  his  brothers  here, 
three  of  whom  are  in  office.  It  would  be  well  to  cultivate  this  disposi- 
tion whenever  opportunities  of  doing  it  offer. 

The  resolution  providing  for  Spanish  prisoners  at  New  York  was  well 
judged. 

Dr.  Franklin  is  more  advantageously  circumstanced  than  I  am  to 
gain  and  transmit  to  Congress  intelligence  of  the  disposition  of  Holland 
and  of  the  northern  powers. 

From  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  here  I  have  no  reason  to  predict 
much  to  our  advantage.    Tliey  are  cold,  and  I  have  received  nothing 
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more  than  common  civility  from  any  of  tliem,  except  the  ministers  of 
Holland  and  Sweden,  and,  indeed,  not  much  from  them.  Perhaps  they 
have  been  rendered  unusually  cautious  by  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Madrid  in  the  Leyden  paper,  mentioning  the  precious  reception  Mr. 
Carmichael  met  with  here,  and  the  attentions  he  received  from  the  for- 
eign ministers.     You  have  probably  seen  it  in  the  Courier  de  VEurope. 

From  what  I  hear  of  the  character  of  the  Empress  of  Eussia  I  can 
not  but  think  that  a  prudent  agent  there  would  be  very  useful.  They 
say  she  is  sensible,  proud,  and  ambitious.  Hence  I  infer  that  such  a 
mark  of  attention  would  be  grateful,  and  consequently  useful. 

I  should  have  given  your  excellency  seasonable  intelligence  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  and  armament,  which  lately  sailed  from  Cadiz,  as  I  be- 
lieve, to  the  Havana,  and  whose  objects  I  suspect  to  be  the  Floridas 
or  Jamaica,  or  probably  both;  but  I  omitted  writing  on  that  subject 
I)revious  to  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  from  a  persuasion  that  any  let- 
ters by  the  post  containing  such  advices  would  not  be  permitted  to 
proceed,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  unnecessary  ;  nor  will  1  now  swell 
the  pages  of  this  letter,  already  very  voluminous,  by  entering  into  par- 
ticulars relative  to  it,  especially  as  that  armament  will  probably  have 
begun  its  operations  before  this  letter  will  come  to  your  excellency's 
hands. 

The  reports  of  dissensions  in  Congress,  which  prevailed  here  prior  to 
my  arrival  and  the  causes  to  which  they  were  ascribed,  had  tilled  this 
court  with  apprehensions  ;  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  assure  you  that 
the  present  appearance  of  union  in  Congress  is  attended  here  with  very 
happy  ettects. 

The  people  in  this  country  are  in  almost  total  darkness  about  us. 
Scarce  any  American  publications  have  reached  them,  nor  are  they  in- 
formed of  the  most  recent  and  important  events  in  that  country.  The 
affairs  of  Stony  Point,  Paulus  Hook,  etc.,  had  never  been  heard  of  here, 
except,  perhaps,  by  the  great  otiicers  of  state,  and  they  could  scarcely 
believe  that  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  was  even  tolerated  there. 

There  are  violent  prejudices  among  them  against  us.  Many  of  them 
have  even  serious  doubts  of  our  being  civilized,  and  mention  a  strange 
story  of  a  ship  driven  into  Virginia  by  distress,  about  thirty  years  ago, 
that  was  plundered  by  the  inhabitants,  and  some  of  the  crew  killed  in 
a  manner  and  under  circumstances  which,  if  true,  certainly  indicate 
barbarity.  The  king  and  ministry  are  warm,  yet  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  bulk  of  the  nation  is  cold  towards  us ;  they  appear 
to  me  to  like  the  English,  hate  the  French,  and  to  have  prejudices 
against  us. 

I  mention  these  things  to  show  in  a  stronger  light  the  necessity  of 
punctuality  in  sending  me  from  time  to  time  all  American  intelligencfc 
of  importance,  and  observing  such  conduct  towards  Spaniards  in  gen- 
eral as  may  tend  to  impress  them  with  more  favorable  sentiments  of 
us.     There  was  a  little  uneasiness  among  the  mercantile  people  at  Cadiz 
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respectiDg  the  capture  of  some  Spanish  vessels  by  privateers.  I  hope 
tlie  former  have  had  ample  justice  done  them.  It  certainly  is  of  great 
importance  that  they  should  have  reason  to  be  satisfied. 

Your  excellency  may  observe  that  I  have  written  very  particularly. 
Both  this  court  and  that  of  France  have  very  particular  information 
respecting  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 

Want  of  prudence,  rather  than  virtue,  I  believe  to  be  the  cause.  I 
nevertheless  think  it  my  duty  to  give  Congress  from  time  to  time  full 
information  of  their  affairs  here,  and  shall  not  be  restrained  by  the  ai> 
l)rehension  of  any  consequeuces  that  may  result  from  want  of  secrecy 
there.  I  make  it  a  rule  to  write  on  these  subjects  only  to  Congress, 
and  to  them  very  particularly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 

P.  S. — Congress  may  think  it  extraordinary  that  Mr.  Carmichael's 
handwriting  does  not  a^jpear  in  this  letter.  He  is,  with  my  approba- 
tion, now  at  Aranjuez,  and  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  is 
always  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  duty  as  secretary. 


J.  Adams   to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  May  27, 1780. 
Sir  :  In  the  beginning  of  this  controversy  with  Great  Britain  the 
Americans  made  such  extensive  researches  into  the  principles  of  the 
British  constitution  and  into  those  controversies  which  had  taken 
place  in  former  ages  concerning  their  application  to  external  dominions 
in  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales,  Gascoine,  Guienne,  Jersey,  Guernsey, 
Man,  etc.,  and  published  the  result  of  their  inquiries  to  the  world, 
which  were  read  with  avidity  everywhere,  that  I  consider  those  publi- 
cations as  having  laid  the  foundation  of  most  of  the  events  that  have 
happened  since.  The  proceedings  of  Ireland  in  1779  and  1780  may  be 
read  in  some  publications  made  in  America  in  1774  or  1775.  I  have 
long  expected  to  see  something  i)roduced  by  the  same  principles  in 
tlie  East  Indies,  and  at  last  I  find  I  am  not  disappointed.  In  the  Gen- 
eral Advertiser  of  May  13  is  this  paragraph  : 

We  are  authorized  to  correct  the  accouut  that  appeared  iu  this  paper  ou  last 
Thursday  concerniug  the  petitions  lately  arrived  from  the  East  Indies.  It  is  not  true 
that  the  British  inhabitants  of  Bengal  have  sent  over  a  petition  to  his  majesty  to 
abolish  the  court  of  judicature  established  there.  Their  petition  is  addressed  and 
will  shortly  be  presented  to  Parliament ;  and  so  far  from  wishing  to  abolish  the 
ci>urt  of  justice,  they  only  pray  that  its  constitutional  powers  may  be  restrained.  The 
grand  object  of  their  petition  is  to  obtain  "  a  trial  by  jury  in  all  cases  where  it  is  by 
law  established  in  England,"  which  they  conceive  is  one  of  those  inherent,  unalien- 
able, and  indefeasible  rights  of  which  neither  time  nor  circumstance  can  deprive  a 

"MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  95. 
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British  subject,   living  under  British  laws,  and  which  the  judges  in  Bengal  have 
lately  ventured  to  declare  they  are  not  entitled  to  except  in  criminal  cases. 

The  prayer  of  the  Persian  petitions  already  prese^ted  to  one  of  the  secretaries  of 
state  from  the  natn-es  of  different  districts  in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and 
Orissa  is,  we  understand,  to  be  relieved  from  the  hardships  they  suffer  by  the 
establishment  of  the  English  court  of  judicature.  They  express  in  the  strongest 
language  their  distress  aud  terror  at  the  extraordinary  powers  assumed  and  exercised 
by  the  judges.  They  pray  to  be  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  to  whose 
rules  they  are  utter  strangers,  aud  from  the  control  of  laws  which  they  consider  as 
calculated  for  a  different  state  of  society,  aud  which  are  abhorrent  to  the  manners 
institutions,  aud  religion  of  their  forefathers. 

If  tbis  war  coiitiuues  we  shall  hear  more  of  the  East  Indies  and  their 
claims.  Great  Britaiu  holds  them  by  a  slender  thread,  and  by  the 
goodwill  only  of  a  few  individuals. 

Among  the  English  papers  which  I  enclose  to  Congress  will  be  found 
a  dialogue  in  the  Shades  between  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  and  Mr.  Charles  Yorke.  It  was  written  by  Edward  Jennings, 
of  Maryland,  now  residing  at  Brussels,  a  gentleman  of  great  merit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Jay  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs." 

Madrid,  May  27,  1780. 
Gentlemen:  On  the  27th  of  last  month  I  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceiving your  favor  of  the  11th  December,  1779,  with  copies   of  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  for  drawing  on  Mr.  Laurens  aud  myself  for 
£100,000  sterling  each. 

1  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Congress  yesterday  very  fully  respect- 
ing their  affairs  in  this  kingdom,  and  jiarticularly  on  the  subject  of 
those  resolutions. 

I  have  not  3^et  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  of  Mr.  Laurens'  arrival 
about  which  I  am  anxious.     Be  pleased  to  assure  Congress  that  Mr. 
Laurens  shall  receive  from  me  every  mark  of  attention  and  all  the  aid 
jn  my  i)ower  to  attbrd.    The  latter,  I  fear,  will  not  be  great. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Jay  to  James  Lovell.t 

Madrid,  3fay  27,  1780. 
Sir  :  Eight  days  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receivingva  packet  con- 
taining journals  aud  newspapers. 
From  an  indorsement  I  conjecture  that  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  it. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev. ,  Corr.,  205,  with  verbal  changes. 
f  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  205. 
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There  was  uo  letter  enclosed  in  it    I  am  much  obliged  by  this  attention. 
American  intelligence  is  of  more  importance  here  (where  tbey  have 
little  of  it)  than  can  well  be  imagined. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Carmichael  to  Jay.* 

Aeanjuez,  31ay  27,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  25th  instaut  I  have  very  strong 
reason  to  believe,  in  consequence  of  conversations  which  I  have  had 
with  persons  who  ought  to  be  well  informed,  that  the  fleet  and  troops 
which  sailed  from  Cadiz  the  28th  ultimo  are  destined  in  the  first  in- 
stance to  the  Windward  Islands,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  squadron 
of  the  Count  de  Guichen,  from  thence  as  circumstances  may  render  it 
proper  they  will  proceed  to  Jamaica  or  the  Floridas ;  for  it  appears  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  Spanish,  as  well  as  of  the  French,  court  to  de- 
tach a  part  at  least  of  their  force  in  the  islands  to  the  continent,  as 
soon  as  the  hurricane  season  in  the  West  Indies  renders  it  dangerous 
for  them  to  act  against  the  enemy  in  that  part  of  the  world.  I  do  not 
mention  by  letter  my  source  of  information,  because  I  do  not  choose  to 
hazard  the  loss  of  intelligence  which  I  may  gain  in  future  from  the 
same  persons  by  the  miscarriage  of  letters.  I  shall,  however,  mention  it 
to  ;>ou  viva  voce,  in  order  to  enable  you  to  judge  of  the  credit  due  to 
my  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmichael. 


Carmichael  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.! 

Aranjues,  May  28, 1780. 
Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Jay  having  judged  it  proper  for  me  to  reside  at 
this  place  while  the  court  remains  here,  I  did  not  know  until  his  letters 
for  Congress  were  closed  that  Mr.  Harrison,  who  charges  himself  with 
the  care  of  them  to  Cadiz,  was  on  the  point  of  setting  out  from  Madrid 
for  that  city.  This  prevented  me  from  assisting  him  in  copying  papers 
which  he  tells  me  he  has  transmitted  by  this  opportunity.  I  regret 
exceedingly  my  not  having  received  earlier  information,  because  I 
wished  to  convey  several  iiai)ers  which  I  do  not  choose  to  trust  to  the 
ordinary  post.  Our  situation  in  this  respect  is  very  disagreeable  and 
delicate,  for  we  can  neither  send  nor  receive  letters  without  their  being- 
subject  to  the  inspection  of  others,  and,  indeed,  we  have  sometimes  the 
mortification  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  letters  from  America  in  the  sea- 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  206,  with  verbal  changes, 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev,  Corr.,  19,  with  verbal  corrections. 
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ports,  which,  uotwithstiindiug',  never  reach  us.  Our  opportuuities  of 
iuformatiou  thus  become  very  precarious,  aud  I  am  much  afraid 
that  the  same  cause  will  frequently  interrupt  our  correspondence  with 
Congress. 

Before  Mr.  Jay  arrived  in  the  capital  I  did  myself  the  honor  to 
inform  his  excellency  the  President  of  my  arrival  at  Madrid,  and 
enclosed  him  copies  of  the  letters  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Jay  on  the  subject  of 
his  reception  and  of  the  disposition  in  which  the  court  appeared  to  be. 
As  I  sent  several  copies  of  these  letters,  I  subjoined  all  that  occurred 
worthy  of  the  notice  of  Congress  in  the  interval  between  the  departure 
of.  the  different  copies.  Not  having  had  any  instructions  to  address 
myself  to  Congress  unless  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Jaj",  or  in  case  of  any 
event  that  deprived  the  public  of  his  services,  I  know  not  whether  I 
may  not  appear  officious  at  X)i'esent ;  particularly  as  I  have  already 
communicated  to  him  regularly  all  the  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to 
procure,  as  also  my  reflections  on  that  intelligence,  which  his  ability 
and  long  experience  in  affairs  will  enable  him  to  put  in  a  much  clearer 
point  of  view  than  I  can  pretend  to  do.  If  I  err,  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee will  set  me  right  and  instruct  me  how  to  conduct  myself  in 
future. 

The  king,  the  Prince  of  Asturias,  and  the  ministry  appear  favorable 
to  our  cause,  but  I  am  much  afraid  their  ability  to  assist  us  in  the  article 
of  money  is  neither  equal  to  our  expectations  or  their  desires  to  serve 
us.  The  papers  sent  by  Mr,  Jay  will  show  the  sentiments  of  this  court 
with  respect  to  the  object  of  his  mission.  I  think  the  negotiation  will 
be  attended  with  more  delay  than  Congress  had  reason  to  apprehend 
when  we  left  America,  This  court  manifest  a  strong  desire  of  exclud- 
ing every  other  nation  from  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and, 
indeed,  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  situation  of  the  affairs  of  America 
will  undoubtedly  regulate  the  conduct  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  and 
I  hope  it  will  be  such  as  to  enable  them  to  adhere  to  the  rights  of  all 
the  States. 

Our  enemies  are  making  use  of  the  time  before  Spain  takes  a  decided 
opinion  to  sow  jealousies  between  us.  Governor  Johnson  sounded  the 
dispositions  of  this  court  early  last  winter.  At  the  close  of  it.  Sir  John 
Dalrymple  obtained  permission  to  come  to  Madrid  on  the  pretense  of 
the  bad  state  of  health  of  his  lady.  His  strange  memorial  to  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blanca  is  transmitted  to  you.*  I  have  no  doubts  that  other 
attempts  will  be  made  to  bring  about  a  negotiation.  If  they  succeed 
no  better  than  Sir  John's,  we  shall  not  have  much  to  apprehend  on  that 
score.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  appears  to  act  with  much  candor, 
and  gives  Mr.  Jay  such  strong  and  frequent  assurances  of  the  king's 
favorable  intentions,  and  his  own  disposition  to  second  them,  that  I 
hope  we  may  rely  on  what  he  tells  us.     His  character  for  probity  is 


*  See  "J  Project  of  Lord  L'ochford  to  Prevent  the  JVar,"  supra,  euclosed  iu  Jay  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  May  26,  ITdO. 
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high  ill  this  country  and  among  the  foreign  ministers  at  this  court.  As 
1  have  frequent  opportunities  of  mixing  with  the  latter,  I  have  not 
omitted  to  give  them  proper  impressions  of  our  strength,  union,  and 
firmness,  without  seeming  too  solicitous  to  do  it.  It  is  possible  that 
if  the  neutral  maritime  powers  were  fully  persuaded  of  the  reality  of 
this  unanimity  and  firmness,  and  were  sincerely  disposed  to  bring  about 
a  peace,  instead  of  regarding  with  pleasure  the  mutual  losses  of  the 
house  of  Bourbon  and  Great  Britain,  they  might  end  the  war  by 
declaring  their  disposition  to  acknowledge  our  independence. 

The  King  of  Prussia  seems  to  be  a  cool  speculator,  prepared  to  profit 
by  the  general  distress.  Denmark  is  influenced  by  Eussia,  and  Sweden 
by  France.  Britain  also  still  retains  some  influence  in  Denmark.  The 
court  of  Vienna  will  be  adverse  to  ns  as  long  as  the  empress  queen 
exists.  How  the  emperor  is  inclined  I  do  not  know.  Sardinia  and 
Portugal  are  friendly,  and  attached  to  England.  The  Dutch  are  divided 
into  parties,  neither  of  which  is  strong  enough  to  give  firmness  and  de- 
cision to  the  conduct  of  the  republic.  The  stadtholder  and  his  party 
find  means  to  thwart  and  retard  all  the  vigorous  resolves  which  the 
French  and  republican  party  engage  the  states  to  enter  into  to  support 
their  honor  and  dignity.  The  hopes  entertained  in  Britain  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  former  party,  and  the  proneness  of  the  king  and  his  min- 
isters to  violent  measures  induced  the  late  extraordinary  conduct  of 
that  court  with  respect  to  the  Dutch.  They  will  submit  to  this  and 
more  rather  than  go  to  war.  If  the  Empress  of  Eussia  is  determined 
to  support  her  late  declaration,  and  to  coincide  eflectually  with  the 
powers  whom  she  has  invited  to  accede  to  it.  Great  Britain  must,  how- 
ever, recede  from  her  present  conduct,  or  offend  highly  the  neutral 
powers. 

The  negotiation  between  Eussia  and  Holland  proceeds  slowly.  The 
court  party  in  England  has  gained  once  more  its  superiority  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  a  feigned  sickness  of  the  speaker,  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  (for  I 
have  i)een  since  informed  that  he  will  have  a  title),  gave  the  minister 
time  to  rally  his  forces,  since  which  opposition  grows  more  feeble  every 
day.  That  of  Ireland,  for  want  of  system  and  union  among  its  mem- 
bers and  by  the  promises  of  places  and  honors,  is  a  little  staggered. 
There  is,  however,  a  fermentation  in  both  nations,  which  the  continuance 
of  the  war  and  its  consequent  distresses  will  probably  increase,  if  not 
bring  to  maturity.  The  distresses  of  our  army  last  winter,  the  depre- 
ciation of  our  paper  money,  the  exaggerated  accounts  of  our  divisions, 
and  our  apparent  inactivity  have  had  a  bad  effect  in  Europe,  which  I 
hope  the  firmness  and  unanimity  of  Congress,  added  to  the  exertions 
of  our  ally  and  these  of  this  court,  will  entirely  efface. 

The  expedition  which  sailed  from  Cadiz  the  28th  ultimo,  consisting 
of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  besides  frigates,  and  eleven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred men,  proceeds  to  the  Windward  Islands,  and  there  joins  M.  de 
Guicheu,  or  goes  against  Jamaica  or  the  Floridas,  as  circumstances 
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may  render  it  proper.  Another  exijedition  from  France  follows  M. 
Ternay's,  I  believe,  to  re-enforce  M.  de  Guiclieu,  who,  if  I  am.  not  de- 
ceived, will  join  the  Spaniards  to  the  leeward  in  the  hurricane  months, 
and,  if  necessary  and  practicable,  send  eight  or  ten  ships  to  our  coasts 
in  the  beginning  of  the  autumn.  This  depends,  however,  much  on  the 
events  of  war.  Spain,  in  concurrence  with  France,  will  have  between 
forty  and  fifty  sail  of  the  line  to  oppose  the  grand  English  fleet,  which 
I  am  informed  will  sail  the  last  of  this  month  or  beginning  of  next. 
The  allied  fleet  is  not  in  such  readiness.  Strong  interest  is  making  for 
the  Count  d'Estaing  to  command  in  chief,  and  I  think  he  will  be  nomi- 
nated. 

A  very  little  time  will  determine  the  fate  of  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr. 
Jay.  I  received  the  first  last  week  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Nesbitt,  of 
L'Orient,  who  very  prudently  did  not  negotiate  it  until  he  consulted 
me  on  the  subject.  I  am  also  informed  that  bills  on  Mr.  Laurens  are 
in  circulation,  and  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  his  arrival.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana,  and  if  I  have  not 
heard  from  them  oftener  I  impute  it  to  the  miscarriage  of  their  letters, 
which  was  the  case  of  those  of  Dr.  Franklin  the  first  two  months  after 
my  arrival  at  Madrid.  Mr.  Jay  will  transmit  an  account  of  the  reve- 
nues and  expenses  of  Spain,  with  which  I  have  furnished  him,  which 
will  show  that  Congress  can  not  depend  on  such  pecuniary  assistance 
from  this  nation  as  they  expected. 

Mr.  Jay's  situation  has  been  particularly  disagreeable  ;  the  sum  al- 
lotted by  Congress  by  no  means  accords  with  his  necessary  expenses, 
even  if  he  received  his  salary  as  it  became  due.  I  do  not  complain,  al- 
though I  have  been  obliged  since  my  departure  from  America  to  expend 
more  than  £650  and  have  not  as  yet  received  more  than  £200  of  my 
salary.  Almost  everything  that  passes,  even  in  Congress,  is  known 
here  either  by  intercepted  letters  or  otherwise.  You,  gentlemen,  will 
conceive  how  delicate  Mr.  Jay's  situation  must  be  if  he  delivers  faith- 
fully his  sentiments  of  men  and  measures.  I  must  repeat  again,  how- 
ever, that  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  candor  and  good  faith.  The 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  M.  Galvez  speak  with  much  apparent 
civility  and  frankness,  and  seem  desirous  of  doing  all  that  is  possible  to 
succor  us  consistent  with  the  actual  situation  of  their  finances ;  the  for- 
mer particularly. 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  via  Bilboa  and  another  from  Cadiz.  I 
have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  one  letter  from  any  one 
member  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmichabl. 
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Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Madrid,  May  28,  1780. 

Sir:  Iu  the  journal  of  the  proceediugs  of  Congress  of  November, 
1779,  I  find  that  on  the  8th  day  of  that  month  they  were  pleased  to 
come  to  the  following  resolution : 

^^ Resolved,  That  the  late  and  former  Presidents  of  Congress  be  de- 
sired to  lodge  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can  iu  the  secretary's  office 
copies  of  all  public  letters  by  them  respectively  written  during  their 
Presidentship." 

After  I  resigned  the  chair,  and  immediately  on  your  excellency's  elec- 
tion, I  delivered  a  book  containing  copies  of  the  public  letters  I  had 
written  during  my  Presidentship  to  your  excellency,  who  promised  to 
lodge  it  iu  the  secretary's  oflflce,  which  I  am  persuaded  was  accordingly 
done.  It  gives  me  concern,  therefore,  to  find  this  resolution  is  made  to 
extend  to  me,  and  I  flatter  myself  Congress  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
let  it  appear  by  the  entry  to  be  made  on  their  journals  of  the  receipt 
of  this  letter,  that  I  had  done  that  part  of  my  duty  in  season  and  with- 
out their  ex])ress  request. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress. t 

Madrid,  May  28,  1780. 
Sir  :  Since  closing  my  letter  of  the  26th  instant  I  have  received  from 
Mr.  Carmichael  the  interesting  intelligence  contained  in  the  enclosed 
paper-l  He  is  now  here,  and  has  communicated  to  me  the  channel 
through  which  he  obtained  it,  from  which  1  think  the  information  de- 
serves belief,  and  his  address  in  obtaining  it  credit. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  Torris.^ 

Passy,  31ay  30,  1780. 
Sir  :  In  my  last,  of  the  27th  instant,  I  omitted  one  thing  I  had  in- 
tended, viz,  to  desire  you  would  give  absolute  orders  to  your  cruisers 
not  to  bring  in  any  more  Dutch  vessels,  though  charged  with  enemy's 
goods,  unless  contraband.  All  the  neutral  states  of  Europe  seem  at 
present  disposed  to  change  what  had  never  before  been  deemed  the  law 
of  nations,  to  wit,  that  an  enemy's  property  may  be  taken  wherever 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev,  Corr.,  207,  with  verbal  changes. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  206,  with  verbal  chauges. 
t  See  Carmichael  to  Jay,  May  27,  1780,  sui^ra. 
^  MSS.  Dep,  of  State. 
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found,  and  to  establish  a  rule  that  free  sliips  sLall  make  free  goods. 
This  rule  is  in  itself  so  reasonable,  and  of  a  nature  to  be  so  beneficial 
to  mankind,  that  I  can  not  but  wish  it  may  become  general;  and  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  Congress  will  agree  to  it  in  as  full  an  extent 
as  France  and  Spain.  In  the  mean  time,  and  until  I  have  received  their 
orders  on  the  subject,  it  is  my  intention  to  condemn  no  more  English 
goods  found  in  Dutch  vessels  unless  contraband,  of  which  I  thought 
it  right  to  give  you  this  previous  notice,  that  you  may  avoid  the  trouble 
and  expense  likely  to  arise  from  such  captures  and  the  detention  of 
them  for  a  decision. 

With  great  regard  and  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  enter- 
prises, I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  etc.* 


Franklin  to  Sartine.t 

Passy,  May  30,  1780. 

Sir:  I  am  under  the  greatest  uneasiness  to  find  that  great  part  of 
the  clothing  sent  to  Brest  to  be  shipped  for  America  was  left  behind, 
and  that  the  Alliance  alone  had  not  sufticient  room  to  receive  it,  with 
the  arms  and  gunpowder,  which  the  king  has  been  so  good  as  to  order 
for  us,  and  which  are  also  much  wanted  in  the  American  armies.  A 
proposition  has  been  made  of  asking  to  borrow  the  Ariel  to  assist  in 
carrying  these  things.  It  is  said  that  a  suflicient  number  of  men  and 
officers  can  be  furnished  for  her  out  of  the  Alliance. 

I  am  so  unacquainted  with  ship  business  that  I  can  not  judge  of  the 
fitness  of  that  vessel ;  but  if  your  excellency  should  approve  of  that 
proi)osal,  and  be  inclined  to  favor  us  with  the  loan  of  that  or  any  other 
ship  more  convenient  for  the  purpose,  it  will  be  an  essential  service  to 
the  United  States,  and  for  which  they  will  be  under  great  obligations. 

With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  I  am  your  excellency's  most 
obedient,  etc., 


Neufville  to  Jay.t 

[Without  date.] 

Sir  :  By  vessels  lately  arrived  from  the  continent  and  from  St.  Eu- 
statia  there  appeared  here  some  bills  drawn  by  the  treasurer  of  loans 
in  America  on  Henry  Laurens,  commissioner  for  the  States  in  Am- 
sterdam. Everybody  has  been  surprised  at  it,  and  we  in  particular,  as 
we  were  directly  applied  to.     We  said  at  the  first  that  we  expected  Mr. 


"  This  letter  appears  in  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  10:5;  8  Sparks'  FrankliD,  458;  7 
Bigelow's  Franklin,  62,  entitled  "Franklin  to  an  agent  of  American  Cruisers." 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  207. 
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Laurens  would  be  in  town  very  soon,  begging  them  to  keep  tliose  bills 
a  fortnight,  and  that  at  all  events  we  would  accept  them.  We  have 
seen  others  since  more  willing  to  wait;  but  not  knowing  what  sums 
may  have  been  drawn  for  already,  we  are  in  hopes  to  be  soon  released 
from  this  anxiety  by  the  arrival  of  the  minister.  As  we  think  your 
excellency  may  have  some  intelligence  about  this  matter,  and  have  it 
in  your  power  at  the  same  time  to  save  the  credit  of  America  if  Mr. 
Laurens  by  any  accident  should  not  arrive,  we  beg  the  favor  to  be 
informed  how  to  conduct  ourselves.  In  the  mean  time  we  will  do  what 
lies  in  our  power  to  prevent  all  noise  and  trouble  about  them.  In  case 
Mr.  Laurens  should  not  arrive,  your  excellency  will  have  time  left  to 
make  or  provide  for  remittances,  as  the  bills  are  drawn  at  six  months' 
sight. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  de  I^eufville  &  Son. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

MADRID,  May  30,  1780. 
Sir  :  On  the  26th  instant  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  a  very  long  and 
particular  letter  to  your  excellency  by  the  way  of  Cadiz,  of  which  a 
duplicate  has  also  been  sent.  To  the  contents  of  that  letter  I  have 
nothing  new  to  add,  except  that  two  of  the  bills  directed  to  be  drawn 
upon  me  have  arrived. 

I  shall  go  to-morrow  to  Aranjuez,  from  whence  I  shall  embrace  the 
first  opportunity  of  communicating  to  Congress  the  further  progress  of 
their  aflairs  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  the  President  of  Congress,  t 

Passy,  3rmj  31,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  wrote  to  your  excellency  the  4th  of  March  past,  to  go  by  this 
ship,  the  Alliance,  then  expected  to  sail  immediately.  But  the  men 
refusing  to  go  till  paid  their  share  of  prize  money,  and  sundry  difii- 
culties  arising  with  regard  to  the  sale  and  division,  she  has  been 
detained  thus  long,  to  my  great  mortification,  and  I  am  yet  uncertain 
when  I  shall  be  able  to  get  her  out.  The  trouble  and  vexation  which 
these  maritime  affairs  give  me  is  inconceivable.  I  have  often  ex- 
pressed to  Congress  my  wish  to  be  relieved  from  them,  and  that  some 
person  better  acquainted   with   them  and  better  situated   might  be 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  with  verbal  changes. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  103;  3  Sparks'  Franklin,  459;   7 
Bigelow's  Franklin,  63. 


MAY    31,  1780.  743 

appointed  to  manage  them;  much  money,  as  well  as  time,  would,  I  am 
sure,  be  saved  by  such  an  appointment. 

The  Alliance  is  to  carry  some  of  the  cannon  long  since  ordered,  and 
as  much  of  the  powder,  arms,  and  clothing  (furnished  by  government 
here),  as  she,  together  with  a  frigate,  the  Ariel,  we  have  borrowed,  can 
take.  I  hope  they  may  between  them  take  the  whole,  with  what  has 
been  provided  by  Mr.  Ross.  This  gentleman  has,  by  what  I  can  learn, 
served  the  Congress  well  in  the  quality  and  prices  of  the  goods  he  has 
purchased.  I  wish  it  had  been  in  my  power  to  discharge  his  balance 
here,  for  which  he  has  importuned  me  rather  too  much.  We  fur- 
nished him  with  about  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  discharge 
his  first  accounts,  which  he  was  to  replace  as  soon  as  he  received  remit- 
tances from  the  committee  of  commerce.  This  has  not  been  done,  and 
he  now  demands  another  nearly  equal  sum,  urging  as  before  that  the 
credit  of  the  States  as  well  as  his  own  will  be  hurt  by  my  refusal. 

Mr.  Bingham,  too,  complains  of  me  for  refusing  some  of  his  drafts  as 
very  hurtful  to  his  credit,  though  he  owns  he  had  no  orders  from  Con- 
gress to  authorize  those  drafts.  I  never  undertook  to  provide  for  more 
than  the  payment  of  the  interest  bills  of  the  first  loan.  The  Congress 
have  drawn  on  me  very  considerably  for  other  purposes,  which  has 
sometimes  greatly  embarrassed  me,  but  I  have  dul^^  accepted  and  found 
means  to  pay  their  drafts;  so  that  their  credit  in  Europe  has  been  well 
supported.  But  if  every  agent  of  Congress  in  different  parts  of  the 
world  is  permitted  to  run  in  debt  and  draw  upon  me  at  pleasure  to 
support  his  credit,  under  the  idea  of  its  being  necessary  to  do  so  for  the 
honor  of  Congress,  the  difficult^'^  upon  me  would  be  too  great,  and  I 
may  in  fine  be  obliged  to  protest  the  interest  bills.  I  therefore  beg 
that  a  stop  may  be  put  to  such  irregular  proceedings. 

Had  the  loans  proposed  to  be  made  in  Europe  succeeded  these 
practices  might  not  have  been  so  inconvenient;  but  the  number  of 
agents  from  separate  States  running  all  over  Europe  and  asking  to 
borrow  money  has  given  such  an  idea  of  our  distress  and  poverty  as 
makes  everybody  afraid  to  trust  us.  I  am  much  pleased  to  find  that 
Congress  has  at  length  resolved  to  borrow  of  our  own  people  by  mak- 
ing their  future  bills  bear  interest.  This  interest  duly  paid  in  hard 
money,  to  such  as  require  hard  money,  will  fix  the  value  of  the  princi- 
pal, and  even  make  the  payment  of  the  interest  in  hard  money  for  the 
most  part  unnecessary,  provided  always  that  the  quantity  of  principal 
be  not  excessive. 

A  great  clamor  has  lately  been  made  here  by  some  merchants,  who 
say  they  have  large  sums  in  their  hands  of  paper  money  in  America, 
and  that  they  are  ruined  by  some  resolution  of  Congress,  which  reduces 
its  value  to  one  part  in  forty.  As  1  have  had  no  letter  explaining  this 
matter,  I  have  only  been  able  to  say  that  it  is  probably  misunderstood, 
and  that  I  am  confident  the  Congress  have  not  done,  nor  will  do,  any- 
thing unjust  towards  strangers  who  have  given  us  credit.    I  have,  in- 
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deed,  been  almost  ready  to  complain  tliat  I  hear  so  little  and  so  seldom 
from  the  committee  of  correspondence ;  but  I  know  the  difliculty  of 
communication,  and  tlie  frequent  interruption  it  meets  in  this  time  of 
war.  I  have  not  yet  received  a  line  this  year,  and  the  letters  written 
by  the  Confederacy — as  I  suppose  some  must  have  been  written  by 
her — have  not  yet  come  to  hand, 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  ray  having  commuuicated  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Nantes,  the  order  of  Congress  appointing  him  to  examine 
the  account  and  his  acceptance  of  the  appointment.  Nothing,  how- 
ever, has  yet  been  done  in  pursuance  of  it;  for  Mr.  Deane  having  writ- 
ten that  he  might  be  expected  here  by  the  middle  of  March,  and  as  his 
presence  would  be  very  useful  in  explaining  the  mercantile  tran- 
sactions, I  have  waited  his  arrival  to  request  Mr.  Johnson's  coming  to 
Paris,  that  his  detention  here  from  his  affairs  at  Nantes  might  be  as 
short  as  possible.  Mr.  Deane  is  not  yet  come ;  but  as  we  have  heard 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Fendant  in  Martinique,  in  which  ship  he  took  his 
passage,  we  imagine  he  may  be  here  in  some  of  the  first  ships  from 
that  island. 

The  medal  for  M.  de  Fleury  is  done  and  delivered  to  his  order — he 
being  absent.  I  shall  get  the  others  prepared  as  soon  as  possible  by 
the  same  hand,  if  1  can  not  find  a  cheaper  equally  good,  which  I  am 
now  inquiring  after.  Two  thousand  livres  appear  to  me  a  great  sum 
for  the  work. 

With  my  last  I  sent  a  copy  of  my  memorial  to  the  court  of  Denmark. 
I  have  since  received  an  answer  from  the  minister  of  that  court  for 
foreign  affairs,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose.  It  referred  me  to  the  Dan- 
ish minister  here,  with  whom  I  have  had  a  conference  on  the  subject. 
He  was  full  of  professions  of  the  good-will  of  his  court  to  the  United 
States,  and  would  excuse  the  delivery  of  our  prizes  to  the  English  as 
done  in  conformity  to  treaties  which  it  was  necessary  to  observe.  He 
had  not  the  treaty  to  show  me,  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  such 
a  treaty  on  inquiry.  After  my  memorial,  our  i^eople  left  at  Bergen 
were  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  b}^  an  order  from  court,  their 
expenses  during  the  winter  that  they  had  been  detained  there  all  paid, 
necessaries  furnished  to  them  for  their  voyage  to  Dunkirk,  and  a  pas- 
sage thither  found  for  them,  all  at  the  king's  expense.  I  have  not 
droi)ped  the  application  for  a  restitution,  but  shall  continue  to  push  it, 
not  without  some  hopes  of  success.  I  wish,  however,  to  receive  in- 
structions relating  to  it,  and  I  think  a  letter  from  Congress  to  that 
court  might  forward  the  business  5  for  I  believe  they  are  sensible  they 
have  done  wrong,  and  are  apprehensive  of  the  inconveniences  that  may 
follow.  With  this  1  send  the  protests  taken  at  Bergen  against  the  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  Alliance,  in  her  last  cruise,  met  with  and  sent  to  America  a  Dutch 
ship,  supposed  to  have  on  board  an  English  cargo.  The  owners  have 
made  application  to  me.    I  have  assured  them  that  they  might  depend 
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on  the  justice  of  our  courts ;  and  that  if  they  could  prove  their  property 
there  it  would  be  restored.  M.  Dumas  has  written  to  me  about  it.  I 
enclose  his  letter,  and  wish  despatch  may  be  given  to  the  business,  as 
well  to  prevent  the  inconveniences  of  a  misunderstandiucf  with  Hol- 
land as  for  the  sake  of  justice. 

A  ship  of  that  nation  lias  been  brought  in  here  by  the  Blade  Prince, 
having  an  English  cargo.  I  consulted  with  Messrs.  Adams  and  Dana, 
who  informed  me  that  it  was  an  established  rule  with  us,  in  such  cases, 
to  confiscate  the  cargo,  but  to  release  the  ship,  paying  her  freight,  etc. 
This  I  have  accordingly  ordered  in  the  case  of  this  ship,  and  hope  it 
may  be  satisfactory.  But  it  is  a  critical  time  with  respect  to  such  cases, 
for  whatever  may  formerly  have  been  the  law  of  nations,  all  the  neutral 
powers,  at  the  instance  of  Eussia,  seem  at  present  disposed  to  change 
it,  and  to  enforce  the  rule  that  free  sJiips  shall  make  free  goods,  except 
in  the  case  of  contraband.  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Holland  have 
already  acceded  to  the  proposition,  and  Portugal  is  expected  to  follow. 
France  and  Spain,  in  their  answers,  have  also  expressed  their  approba- 
tion of  it.  I  have  therefore  instructed  our  privateers  to  bring  in  no  more 
neutral  ships,  as  such  prizes  occasion  much  litigation  and  create  ill 
blood. 

The  Alliance,  Captain  Landais,  took  two  Swedes  in  coming  hither,  who 
demand  of  us  for  damages— one,  upward  of  sixty  thousand  livres,  and 
the  other  near  five  hundred  pounds  sterling ;  and  I  can  not  well  see  how 
the  demand  is  to  be  settled.  In  the  newspapers  that  I  send  the  Congress 
will  see  authentic  pieces  expressing  the  sense  of  the  European  powers  on 
the  subject  of  neutral  navigation.  I  hope  to  receive  the  sense  of  Con- 
gress for  my  future  government  and  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  neutral 
nations  now  entering  into  the  Confederacy,  which  is  considered  here  as 
a  great  stroke  against  England.  In  truth,  that  conntry  seems  to  have 
no  friends  on  this  side  of  the  water ;  no  other  nation  wishes  it  success 
in  its  present  war,  but  rather  desires  to  see  it  effectually  humbled ;  no 
one,  not  even  their  old  friends  the  Dutch,  will  afford  them  any  assist- 
ance.  Such  are  the  mischievous  effects  of  pride,  insolence,  and  injustice 
on  the  affairs  of  nations  as  well  as  on  those  of  private  persons. 

The  English  party  in  Holland  is  daily  diminishing,  and  the  states 
are  arming  vigorously  to  maintain  the  freedom  of  their  navigation. 
The  consequence  may  possibly  be  a  war  with  England,  or  a  serious  dis- 
position in  that  mad  nation  to  save  what  they  can  by  a  timely  peace. 

Our  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  American  prisoners  has  been  some 
time  at  a  stand.  When  our  little  squadron  brought  near  five  hundred 
into  Holland  England  would  not  at  first  exchange  Americans  for  them 
there,  expecting  to  take  them  in  their  passage  to  France.  But  at  length 
an  agreement  was  made  between  the  English  and  French  ambassadors, 
and  I  was  persuaded  to  give  them  up,  on  a  promise  of  having  an  equal 
number  of  English  delivered  to  my  order  at  Morlaix.  So  those  were 
exchanged  for  Frenchmen.    But  the  English  now  refuse  to  take  any 
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Euglish  iu  exchange  for  Americans  that  have  not  been  taken  by  Amer- 
ican crnisers.  They  also  refuse  to  send  me  any  Americans  in  exchange 
for  their  prisoners  released  and  sent  home  b^^  the  two  flags  of  truce 
from  Boston.  Thus  they  give  up  all  pretensions  to  equity  and  honor, 
and  govern  themselves  by  caprice,  passion,  and  transient  views  of 
present  interest. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  duty  to  Congress,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
■with  great  respect,  your  excellency's,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


La  Fayette  to  President  Reed.* 

Headquarters,  Morristown,  May  31,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Though  you  must  on  this  moment  be  more  particularly 
engaged  in  public  business,  I  can't  help  indulging  the  strong  desire  I 
feel  of  writing  some  lines  to  you,  and  from  the  affectionate  sense  I  have 
of  our  old  friendship  I  flatter  myself  you  will  have  no  objection  to  lose 
a  few  minutes  in  this  epistolary  conversation.  What  I  want  to  tell  you, 
my  dear  friend,  has  been  fully  explained  in  public  letters  and  in  a  pri 
vate  one  from  our  respected  and  heroic  friend.  I  shall  therefore  confine 
myself  to  imparting  to  you  confidentially  my  private  feelings  on  this 
important  affair. 

It  is  only  as  an  American  soldier — as  an  ardent  lover  of  our  noble 
cause,  as  one  who,  having  been  lately  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  may 
the  more  properly  foresee  good  and  bad  consequences — that  he  has  been 
here  and  there  led  [let]  into  the  secrets.  It  is  not  only  on  all  the  afore- 
said accounts  that  I  am  far  concerned  in  the  operations  of  the  campaign. 
But  you  may  lately  guess  I  was  not  a  stranger  to  the  planning  of  the 
co-operation  which  I  then  thought  to  be  very  important  to  America, 
which  I  now  find  to  be  necessary,  and  in  the  course  of  those  arrange- 
ments I  need  not  mention  that  I  ever  spoke  with  a  becoming  pride  of 
the  American  army,  of  the  effects  which  the  virtue  of  America  would 
make  towards  an  honorable  cooperation. 

Those  people  are  coming,  my  good  friend,  full  of  ardor  and  sanguine 
hopes,  and  may  be  every  day  expected.  France  and  Spain  are  in  high 
expectations.  The  world  is  looking  on  us,  and  all  the  Ji^uropean  powers 
that  never  saw  America  but  through  a  spyglass  are  watching  the  op- 
portunity of  fixing  at  once  their  fluctuating  opinions. 

It  is  from  me,  on  the  moment  of  their  arrival,  that  the  French  generals 
expect  intelligence,  and  you  may  guess  that  packets  shall  be  by  them 
immediately  despatched  to  Europe.  An  army  that  is  reduced  to  nothing, 
that  wants  provisions,  that  has  not  one  of  the  necessary  means  to  make 
war — such  is  the  situation  wherein  1  found  our  troops,  and  however  pre- 
pared I  could  have  been  to  this  unhap[),v  sight  by  our  past  distresses,  I 

*  2  Reed's  Life,  207. 
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confess  that  I  had  no  idea  of  such  an  extremity.  Shall  I  be  obliged  to 
confess  our  inability,  and  what  shall  be  my  feelings  on  the  occasion,  not 
only  as  an  American  and  American  soldier,  but  also  as  one  that  has 
highly  boasted  in  Europe  of  the  spirit,  the  virtue,  the  resources  of 
America.  Though  I  had  been  directed  to  furnish  the  French  court 
and  the  French  generals  with  early  and  minuted  intelligence,  I  con- 
fess pride  has  stopped  my  pen,  and  notwithstanding  past  promises  I 
have  avoided  entering  into  any  details  till  our  army  is  put  in  a  better 
and  more  decent  situation. 

We  have  men,  my  dear  sir;  we  have  provisions;  we  have  everything 
that  is  wanted,  provided  the  country  is  awakened  and  its  resources  are 
brought  forth.  That,  you  know,  can't  be  done  by  Congress,  and  unless 
the  States  take  the  whole  matter  upon  themselves  we  are  lost.  You 
will,  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  politician,  easily  foresee  that  the  crisis  is 
one  way  or  other  a  decisive  one,  and  that  if  proper  exertions  are  made 
we  may  expect  everything  that  is  good. 

As  you  are  a  military  man  (and  1  wish  it  was  for  the  moment  the  case 
with  the  other  leading  men  in  America),  you  know  that  filling  up  im- 
mediately the  Continental  battalions  is  the  way  of  having  an  army,  and 
that  can  not  be  done  but  by  militia  drafts.  Your  State  is  the  only  one 
who  undertook  to  give  to  their  officers  a  decent  clothing.  In  all  other 
matters  I  hope  it  will  take  the  lead.  As  far  as  it  depends  upon  your 
influence  in  Pennsylvania,  and  that  goes  a  great  length,  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  we  shall  be  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  that  State.  The 
expectations  are  also  strengthened  by  the  sense  I  have  of  your  friend- 
ship to  our  general.     But,  my  good  friend,  no  time  is  to  be  lost. 

In  asking  your  pardon  for  this  long  and  confidential  letter,  I  am,  with 
the  most  perfect  regard,  your  affectionate, 

La  Fayette. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  1,  1780. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  an  advertisement  published  to  this  effect,  the 
corporation  of  the  citizens  of  Dublin,  having  assembled  on  the  11th  of 
May,  at  Thalsel,  the  committee  named  the  29th  of  February  last  to 
prepare  and  present  resolutions  relative  to  the  affairs  of  the  times  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  unanimously  approved: 

We,  members  of  the  committee  appointed  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
held  the  29th  of  last  February,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  objects  the  ex- 
amination of  which  was  committed  to  us,  submit  to  our  fellow-citizens  the  following 
resolution: 

That  we  think  that  it  is  the  absolute  duty  of  every  virtuous  citizen  to  declare,  in 
the  most  explicit  manner,  what  he  thinks  relatively  to  the  great  constitutional  ob- 
jects, which  have  been  suspended  in  the  moment  when  we  expected  it  the  least,  as 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip. Rev.  Corr., 99. 
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well  as  toco-operate  with  courage  and  nnanimity  in  everything  which  can  tend  to  the 
acquisition  of  these  same  objects.  That  our  sincere  desire  is  to  maintain  an  invio- 
lable connection  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  to  establish  and  fix  this  connec- 
tion upon  the  only  basis  which  can  render  it  stable  and  permanent,  that  of  a  royalty 
inseparable  from  the  common  rights  of  an  equal  liberty.  That  it  is  at  this  time  neces- 
sary to  declare,  that  the  king,  the  peers,  and  commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only  powers 
to  which  it  belongs  to  make  laws  for  binding  this  kingdom. 

That  in  putting  in  use  all  the  constitutional  means,  whatever  be  the  public  or  pri- 
vate character  with  which  we  may  be  clothed,  whether  we  are  magistrates,  jurors, 
or  simple  individuals,  we  will  maintain  and  propagate  these  principles,  and  we  will 
adhere  invariably  to  the  great  and  important  objects  of  our  instructions,  those  of 
establishing  the  independence  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland  and  of  obtaining  a  modi- 
fication of  Poyning's  law. 

That  all  the  plans  of  reformation  which  may  be  proposed  are  necessarily  vain  and 
of  no  effect,  while  the  influence  of  the  crown,  arising  from  the  profusion  with  which 
the  people  bestow  their  grants  and  from  the  imprudent  prodigalty  of  ministers  shall 
not  be  diminished ;  and  that  we  ought  constantly  to  employ  our  efforts  to  obtain 
a  system  of  retrenchment  and  economy,  to  the  end  the  better  to  diminish  the  means 
of  corruption. 

That  the  independent  electors  of  Ireland  are  particularly  called  upon  to  make  their 
efforts  to  procure  for  the  nation  more  virtuous  representatives,  more  equality  in  the 
rejueseutatiou  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  and  to  study  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  obtain  these  desirable  ends.  We  think  that  the  said  electors  can  not  better  suc- 
ceed than  by  refusing  with  firmness  to  vote  for  any  man  provided  either  with  places 
or  pensions,  or  who  shall  have  acted  in  any  manner  contrary  to  the  inherent  rights  or 
manifest  sentiments  of  the  people;  and  by  giving  for  instructions  to  their  represent- 
atives to  make  all  their  exertions  to  obtain  an  augmentation  in  the  number  of  mem- 
bers who  represent  the  counties,  the  populous  cities,  and  the  independent  towns. 

That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other,  and  all  to  our  country,  by  all  which  men 
know  that  is  sacred,  to  take  the  foregoing  resolutions  for  the  rule  of  our  conduct, 
and  that  at  all  opportunities  and  by  all  constitutional  means  we  will  support  the 
spirit  and  principles  of  them. 

In  testimony  of  this  solemn  declaration  we  have  all  signed  the  said  resolutions. 

Resolved,  nnammonshj,  That  the  said  resolution  thus  signed  by  the  members  of  the 
committee  shall  be  deposited  in  the  coffee-house  at  the  royal  exchange,  there  to 
receive  the  signatures  of  the  citizens. 

CONTINUATION  OP  SAID  REPORT. 

We,  members  of  the  committee,  etc.,  propose  further  to  our  fellow-citizens  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

That  our  sincere  thanks  be  presented,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  to  Henry 
Grattan  for  the  motion,  excellently  well  conceived,  which  he  has  made  in  parlia- 
ment the  19th  of  April  last,  tending  to  a  declaration  that  his  most  excellent  majesty 
the  king,  the  peers,  and  commons  of  Ireland  are  the  only  power  to  which  it  belongs 
to  nuikelaws  capable  of  binding  this  kingdom. 

That  thanks  also  be  presented  to  the  ninety-eight  members  which  supported  this 
great  constitutional  assertion  ;  passed  unanimously. 

That  our  sincere  thanks  be  presented  in  the  most  respectful  manner  to  Barry  Yel- 
vertou  for  the  patriotic  motion  which  he  made  in  parliament  the  25th  of  last  April, 
to  the  end  to  introduce  regulations  concerning  the  manner  in  which  bills  are  trans- 
mitted from  this  kingdom  to  England  ;  the  object  of  this  motion  being  to  hinder  the 
unconstitutional  interposition  of  the  privy  council  in  obtaining  the  modification  so 
much  desired  of  Poyning's  law. 

That  thanks  be  given  also  to  the  one  hnndred  and  six  members  who  seconded  this 
manly  effort ;  passed  unanimously. 
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That  our  sincere  thanks  be  presented  to  our  worthy  representatives  Dr.  William 
Clement  and  Sir  Samuel  Bradstreet,  bai-onet,  on  account  of  the  uniformity  of  their 
conduct  in  parliament,  and  particularly  for  the  zeal  with  which  they  have  supported 
the  two  important  motions  aforesaid;  conforminjj  themselves  in  this  to  the  late 
instructions  which  they  have  received  from  us  and  seconding  the  general  wish  of 
this  kingdom;  passed  unanimously. 

That  our  sincere  thanks  and  full  gratitude  be  presented  in  the  most  respectful  man- 
ner to  the  noble  lords  who  have  opposed,  and  to  those  who  had  the  courage  to  pro- 
test against,  the  last  paragraph  of  the  address  which  the  house  of  peers  presented  to 
the  throne  the  2d  of  March  last.  The  said  paragraph  contains  insinuations  which 
were  neither  founded  uiiou  fact  nor  authorized  by  actions,  implying  reproaches 
which  the  people  of  Ireland  have  not  merited,  and  contained  in  these  words:  "  That 
they  would  use  all  possible  endeavors  to  discourage  and  disappoint  all  endeavors 
which  ill-advised  men  may  employ  to  the  end  to  excite  ill-founded  fears  in  tbe  minds 
of  the  people  of  his  majesty  or  to  divert  their  attention  from  those  advantages  rela- 
tive to  commerce  which  have  been  granted  to  us  in  so  great  an  extent; "  passed  with 
three  negatives. 

That  we  earnestly  request  our  magistrates  not  to  give  in  any  manner  nor  on  any  occa- 
sion any  effect  to  any  law  which  does  not  proceed  from  or  has  not  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  king,  the  peers,  and  commons  of  Ireland.  That  while  they  conduct  them- 
selves thus  they  shall  receive  from  us  the  most  constant  and  the  most  firm  support,  to 
the  end  to  anuihiiate  the  ill-founded  hope  which  may  have  been  conceived  of  subject- 
ing Ireland  in  any  case  to  a  foreign  legislation;  passed  unanimously. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  the  two  great  and  favorite  objects  of  the 
people,  viz,  a  declaration  of  its  rights  and  the  modification  of  Poyning's  law  having 
been  suspended  in  Parliament  in  a  manner  so  unexpected,  it  appears  at  this  time  of 
absolute  necessity  to  form  a  committee  of  correspondence,  to  the  end  to  cooperate  with 
such  other  committees  of  the  same  nature  as  may  be  formed  iu  the  kingdom  in  the 
measures  the  most  proper  to  give  extension  and  safety  to  the  advantages  relative  to 
commerce  which  wo  have  at  last  obtained,  to  restore  still  further  our  rights  and  lib- 
erties, and  to  preserve  tlie  coustitution  of  Ireland  free  and  independent;  passed  with 
one  negative. 

The  committee  of  correspondence  was  named  upon  tbe  spot,  and 
formed  of  fifteen  members. 

Thus  a  new  epocha  is  formed  in  the  politics  of  Ireland.  Hitherto  they 
had  left  the  supreme  direction  of  affairs  in  the  hands  of  parliament.  The 
people  have  now  taken  it  into  their  own  hands.  The  committee  of  Dub- 
lin, by  communicating  with  other  committees  through  the  kingdom,  will 
be  able  to  conduct  the  body  of  the  kingdom  and  unite  the  various  parts 
of  it  in  certain  principles  which  will  by  degrees  work  themselves  into  a 
system  and  complete  the  independence  of  Irish  legislation.  This  will 
depend,  however,  upon  the  continuance  of  the  war ;  for  if  England 
should  be  wise  enough  to  make  peace,  of  which  there  is  little  proba- 
bility, the  spirit  of  Ireland  will  evaporate,  and  their  beautiful  edifice 
dissolve  like  the  fiibric  of  a  vision. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  1,  1780. 

Sir  :  This  morning  a  friend  at  Versailles  sent  me  two  English  papers 
of  the  26tli  and  27tli  of  May,  containing  Eodney's  account  of  an  action 
between  the  French  and  English  fleets  on  the  17th  of  April.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  battle,  says  Rodney,  the  enemy  might  be  said  to  bo 
completely  beat.  How  easy  it  is  to  say  and  write  this  !  Much  easier 
than  to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  i)ersons  ready  to  believe  it.  Such 
was  the  distance  of  the  van  and  the  rear  from  the  centre  and  the  crip- 
pled condition  of  several  ships,  particularly  the  Sandicich,  which  for 
twenty-four  hours  was  with  difficulty  kept  above  water,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  pursue  them  that  night  without  the  greatest  disadvantage. 
He  found  it  in  vain  to  follow  them  with  his  majesty's  fleet  in  the  con- 
dition they  were  in  to  Guadaloupe,  and  accordingly  put  away  to  Fort 
Koyal  Bay,  Martinique,  there  to  wait  for  them. 

The  French  admiral  appeared  to  Rodney  a  brave  and  gallant  officer, 
and  was  nobly  supported  during  the  whole  action.  The  killed  on  board 
the  English  fleet  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  ;  the  wounded,  three 
hundred  and  fifty-three;  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  in  all.  These 
circumstances  are  very  far  from  giving  authenticity  to  the  idea  that  the 
French  were  beaten.  It  has  every  appearance  of  a  third  general  drawn 
battle,  in  which  the  English  have  ultimately  the  worst.  Drawn  battles 
do  not  maintain  the  empire,  the  dominion,  the  sovereignty,  the  master- 
ship of  the  seas.  To  all  these  they  pretend,  and  they  must  make  good 
their  i^retensions  by  clear  victories  or  they  are  undone.  The  French 
court  has  not  yet  received  any  account. 

ENGLISH  LINE  OF  BATTLE. 

The  iSterling  Castle  to  lead  with  the  starboard  tack,  the  Magnificent 
with  the  larboard  tack. 

PvEA.R-ADMIRAL  PARKER'S  DIVISION. 


Vessel. 


Sterling  Castle. 

Ajax 

Elizabeth 


Princess  Royal 

Albion 

Terrible 

Trident 

Greyhound,  frigate. 


Captain. 


Casket 

Uvedale 

Maitlaud 

C  R.  A.  Parker, 
}  C.  Hammond, 

Bawyer 

Douglas 

Mallov 
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500 
600 
COO 


600 
600 

500 
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Vessel. 


Captain. 


Grafton  (Commander  Collingwood •  Kewnham . 

Yarmouth ^   Bateman . . 

Cornwall ]  Edwards.. 

Sandwich  (Sir  G.  Rodney) I  C.  Young. . 

Suffolk. Crespin  ... 

Boyne Cotton 

Vigilant j  Home 

Venus,  to  repeat  signals ;  Deal  Castle,  Pegasus,  frigates. 


Guns. 

Men. 

74 

617 

61 

500 

74 

GOO 

90 

732 

74 

600 

68 

520 

64 

500 

REAR-ADMIRAL  ROWLEY  S  DIVISION. 


Vengeance  (Commander  Hotham) HoUoway  ... 

Medway Affleck 

Montague ■ Houlton 

Conqueror  (R.  A.  Rowley) Watson 

Intrepid St.  John 

Magnificent i  Elphinstone 

Andromeda,  frigate  ;  Centurionto  assist  the  rear  in  case  of  need. 


74 

617 

60 

420 

74 

600 

74 

617 

64 

500 

74 

600 

On  the  24th  of  May  Governor  Pownal  moved  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  "  to  enable  the  king  to  make  a  conven- 
tion or  truce,  or  to  conclude  a  peace,  with  the  Colonies  on  terms  con- 
venient and  necessary."  This  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  after  debate  the  order  of  the  day  was  moved,  which  was  carried  by 
113  against  52. 

It  is  said  that  Johnstone  despatched  C.  Maclawrin  from  Lisbon  to  S. 
G.  Eodney,  with  advice  that  fourteen  sail  of  the  line,  with  ten  thousand 
troops,  sailed  from  Cadiz  to  the  westward  the  28th  of  April. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Beaver,  Captain  Moore;  the 
Sea  Horse,  Christopher ;  the  Prince  Rupert,  Prichards ;  and  the  King 
George,  Fowler,  have  completed  their  lading  at  Gravesend  and  will 
soon  sail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  the    President  of  Congress.* 

Passy,  June  1,  1780. 
Sir:  Commodore  Jones,  who,  by  his  bravery  and  conduct  has  done 
great  honor  to  the  American  flag,  desires  to  have  that  also  of  present- 
ing a  line  to  the  hands  of  your  excellency.    I  cheerfully  comply  with 
his  request  in  recommending  him  to  the  notice  of  Congress  and  to  your 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;    2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  108;  8  Sparks'  Franklin,  465 ;  7 
Bigelow's  Franklin,  69. 
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excelleucy's  protection,  tbougli  his  actions  are  a  more  effectual  recom- 
meudatiou,  aud  render  any  from  me  unnecessary.  It  gives  me,  however, 
an  opportunity  of  showing  my  readiness  to  do  justice  to  merit,  and 
of  professsing  the  esteem  and  respect  wit'^  which  I  am  your  excel 
lency's,  etc.  ,^ 

B.  Franklin. 


Neufville  &  Son  to  Jay.  * 

Amsterdam,  June  1,  1780. 
Sir  :  Craving  reference  to  our  last,  we  have  now  the  honor  to  propose 
to  your  excellency  on  what  terms  we  think  all  difficulty  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  Henry  Laurens  as  commissioner  from  Congress  here  may 
be  prevented.  We  write  the  same  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  France,  offering 
him  to  accept  all  those  bills,  provided  he  gives  us  permission  to  redraw 
directly  on  him  for  account  of  Congress,  and  to  do  it  even  at  seven  or  eight 
months,  until,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  or  in  some  other  way,  this 
matter  may  be  arranged,  for  there  must  certainly  be  provision  made  for 
those  bills,  and  the  sums  we  do  not  think  will  exceed  two  hundred 
thousand  or  three  hundred  thousand  guilders  before  Mr.  Laurens' ar- 
rival here  may  be  known  in  America  and  matters  are  settled.  We  even 
offered  those  transactions  without  any  view  of  interest  as  for  a  com- 
mission. The  importance  of  the  business  must  have  iniiuence  with 
every  one  who  has  any  regard  for  the  United  States;  and  this  embol- 
dened us  even  to  trouble  your  excellency  with  this  relation,  not  doubting 
but  you  might  equally  find  means  to  make  matters  easy  at  all  events; 
for  the  terrible  loss  which  there  would  be  on  such  bills  if  protested 
must  be  prevented,  and  the  honor  of  the  credit  of  America  must  be 
saved.  We  hope  our  endeavor  for  it  may  be  approved  of  aud  have  the 
desired  end. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  de  Neufville  &  Son. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  Jiine  2,  1780. 
Sir  :  When  a  minister  of  an  ancient  nation,  which  has  been  renowned 
for  its  wisdom  aud  virtue  as  well  as  power,  rises  in  a  popular  assem- 
bly, which  is  tbe  most  conspicuous  theatre  in  Europe,  and  declares, 
as  it  were,  in  the  face  of  all  the  world,  and  with  an  air  of  reflection,  of 
deliberation,  and  of  solemnity,  that  such  aud  such  are  his  own  opinions 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  208,  with  verhal  changes, 
t  MSS.   Dep.  of  State  ;   3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  108,  with  verhal  changes;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  180. 
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concerning  the  triUh  of  facts  and  the  probability  of  future  events,  one 
can  not  call  in  question  bis  good  faitli,  although  we  may  know  his  in- 
formation to  l)e  false  and  his  judgment  erroneous. 

Lord  George  Germain,  in  the  debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the 
(jth  of  May,  declared  tbat  "be  flattered  bimself  the  completion  of  the 
chief  wish  of  his  heart,  peace  with  America,  on  wbat  he  thought  good 
and  honorable  terms  for  Great  Britain,  was  not  far  oflf.  He  verily  be- 
lieved, and  his  belief  was  not  merely  speculative,  but  founded  on  recent 
information,  that  the  moment  of  conciliation  was  near.  His  lordship 
described  the  misery  which  the  Americans  felt  at  this  time,  and  stated 
that  the  greatest  majority  of  the  people  there  were  ready  and  desirous 
to  return  to  their  allegiance,  but  that  they  were  prevented  by  the 
tyranny  of  those  who  had  got  the  power  of  government  into  their  own 
hands.  He  did  not  believe  the  Congress  would  ever  treat  for  peace, 
but  from  the  condition  of  affairs  in  America,  from  the  depreciation  of 
their  ])aper  currency,  from  the  poverty  and  distress  of  the  countiy,  from 
the  great  debt  it  groaned  under,  from  the  dissatisfaction  which  all  ranks 
of  people  expressed  at  the  alliance  with  France,  from  the  little  benefit 
America  had  derived  from  that  alliance — from  all  these  considerations 
he  did  believe  that  the  people  of  America  and  the  assemblies  of  Amer- 
ica would  soon  come  to  terms." 

Tb ere  may  be  some  ambiguity  in  the  phrase  "  good  and  honorable 
terms  for  Great  Britain,"  but  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  his 
lordship  meant  either  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  or 
at  least  to  make  a  peace  with  her  separate  from  France.  Whether  the 
Americans  ever  will  agree  to  such  terms  or  not,  being  a  question  con- 
cerning a  future  event,  can  not  be  decided  by  witnesses,  nor  any  other 
way,  but  by  probable  arguments.  There  is  one  argument  which  his 
lordship  does  not  a[)pear  to  have  considered.  It  is  of  some  weight.  It 
is  this,  that  in  order  to  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, or  make  a  peace  with  him  separate  from  France,  they  must  in- 
volve themselves  in  a  certain  war  with  France  and  Spain  at  least,  and 
indeed,  according  to  present  appearances,  with  Russia,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Holland,  and  Portugal,  for  every  one  of  these  powers  appear  to 
be  as  decided  against  the  claims,  pretensions,  and  usurpations  of  Great 
Britain  upon  the  seas  as  Finance  and  Spain  are.  There  is  not  an  Amer- 
ican merchant,  yeoman,  tradesman,  or  seaman  but  knows  this,  or  will 
know  it  very  soon.  Americans  must,  therefore,  be  destitute  of  that 
common  share  of  reason  which  God  has  given  to  men  to  exchange  the 
friendship  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world  for  their  enmity  merely  for  the 
sake  of  returning  to  a  connection  with  Great  Britain,  which  could  not 
protect  them,  and  which  they  have  the  best  reasons  to  dread  as  the 
greatest  evil  that  could  befall  them  from  the  unheard-of  tyrannies  and 
cruelties  they  have  already  experienced  from  her.  His  lordship  is  de- 
sired to  consider  this,  and  to  ask  himself,  if  he  was  an  American, 
whether  he  would  wish  to  run  under  the  broken  fragments  of  an  empire 
WH— VOL  III 18 
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that  is  dashed  in  pieces  like  a  China  vase,  and  commence  a  fresh  war 
against  a  combination  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world  who  discover  a 
degree  of  esteem  and  regard  for  America. 

If  the  Americans  are  as  miserable  as  his  lordship  represents  them,  will 
they  be  likely  to  increase  that  misery  tenfold,  and  make  it  perpetnal, 
by  espousing  the  cause  of  a  rniued  empire,  and  going  to  war  with  half 
a  dozen  that  are  not  ruined  "? 

If  we  believe  the  testimonies  of  witnesses  who  come  from  all  parts 
of  America  we  shall  be  convinced  that  his  lordship  deceives  himself. 
Every  man  from  that  country  who  knows  the  principles  and  opinions 
of  the  people  declares  that  they  are,  with  an  unanimity  that  is  unex- 
ampled in  any  other  revolution,  firmly  determined  to  maintain  their 
sovereignty  and  their  alliances,  and  that  there  is  nobody  there  who 
utters  a  wish  of  returning  to  the  Goverinnent  of  Great  Britain,  or  even 
of  making  a  separate  ))eace. 

But  if  his  lordship  was  a  candid  inquirer  alter  truth,  and  had  a  mind 
sufficiently  enlightened  to  discover  the  means  that  are  in  the  power  of 
all  men  of  obtaining  it,  he  might  have  seen  his  error.  There  are  cer- 
tain marks  by  which  the  opinions,  principles,  inclinations,  and  wishes 
of  a  people  may  be  discovered  with  infallible  certainty,  without  recur- 
ring to  witnesses  or  to  far-fetched  arguments. 

The  press,  the  towns,  the  juries,  and  the  assemblies  are  four  sources 
from  whence  an  unerring  demonstration  of  the  true  sentiments  of  the 
peojde  of  America  may  be  drawn.  There  is  not  in  any  nation  of  the 
world  so  uidimited  freedom  of  the  press  as  is  now  established  in  every 
State  of  America,  both  by  law  and  practice.  Everyman  in  Europe 
who  reads  their  newspapers  must  see  it.  There  is  nothing  that  the 
people  dislike  that  they  do  not  attack.  They  attack  officers  of  every 
rank  in  the  militia  and  in  the  army  5  they  attack  judges,  governors,  and 
magistrates  of  every  denomination ;  the^^  attack  assemblies  and  coun- 
cils, members  of  Congress,  and  Congress  itself,  whenever  they  dislike 
their  conduct.  But  I  appeal  to  every  newspaper  ui)on  the  continent 
whether  one  paragraph,  one  wish  or  hint  of  returning  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  or  of  making  a  separate  peace,  has  ever  ap- 
peared. 

The  towns  in  many  parts  of  America  are  small  districts  of  territory 
on  an  average  perhaps  six  miles  square.  By  the  ancient  laws  of  the 
country,  which  are  still  in  force,  any  seven  inhabitants  of  one  of  these 
towns  have  a  right  to  demand  of  the  magistrates  a  public  assembly  of 
all.  There  are  necessarily  several  of  these  town  meetings  every  year, 
and  generally  a  great  number  of  them.  In  these  assemblies  every  man, 
high  and  low,  every  yeoman,  tradesman,  and  even  day  laborer,  as  well 
as  every  gentleman  and  public  magistrate,  has  a  right  to  vote  and  to 
speak  his  sentiments  upon  public  affairs,  to  propose  measures,  to  in- 
struct their  representatives  in  the  legislature,  etc.  This  right  was  con- 
stantly and  frequently  used  under  the  former  government,  and  is  now 
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mucli  more  frequently  used  under  the  new.  The  world  has  seen  some 
hundreds  of  sets  of  instructions  to  representatives  under  the  former 
government,  wherein  they  enjoined  an  open  opposition  to  judges,  gov- 
ernors, acts  of  Parliament,  king,  lords,  and  commons  of  Great  Britain. 
What  is  there  now  to  prevent  them  from  opposing  Congress?  Nothing. 
Has  a  single  vote  of  any  one  of  these  towns  been  read  or  one  speech 
heard  proi)osing  or  uttering  a  wish  to  return  to  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  ?  Not  one.  Is  not  this  a  demonstration  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  ? 

Juries  in  America  were  formerly  another  organ  by  which  the  senti- 
ments of  tlie  people  were  conveyed  to  the  public.  Both  grand  juries 
and  petit  juries  have  expressed  themselves  in  language  sutiiciently  bold 
and  free  against  acts  of  Parliament  and  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain. 
But  has  any  one  ever  uttered  a  word  against  Congress,  or  the  assem- 
blies,  or  the  judges  under  their  new  governments,  or  a  wish  to  return 
to  the  obedience  of  J^^ugland  '?  Not  one.  But  it  is  said  the  paper 
money  embarrasses  Congress.  What  then?  Does  this  tend  to  make 
them  dissolve  their  union— to  violate  their  alliances  ?  Would  the  paper 
money  embarrass  Congress  less  if  they  had  a  war  to  maintain  against 
France  and  Spain  than  it  does  now  !  Would  not  the  embarrassment  be 
much  greater?  Does  the  paper  money  jirevent  the  increase  and  the 
population  of  the  States  ?  No.  Does  the  war  prevent  it  ?  No.  Both 
the  population  and  the  property  of  the  States  have  increased  every 
year  since  this  war  began,  and  all  the  efforts  of  Great  Britain  can  not 
prevent  it.  On  the  contrary,  has  the  wealth  and  population  of  Great 
Britain  increased?  Das  her  commerce  increased?  Has  the  political 
weight  of  the  nation  in  the  scales  of  Europe  increased  ?  Let  a  melan- 
choly Briton  tell. 

His  lordship  talks  about  the  misery  of  the  people  in  America.  Let 
him  look  at  home  and  then  say  where  is  misery— where  the  hideous 
prospect  of  an  internal  civil  war  is  added  to  a  war  with  all  the  world  ! 
The  truth  is,  that  agriculture  and  manufactures,  not  of  luxuries,  but  of 
necessaries,  have  been  so  much  increased  by  this  war,  that  it  is  much  to 
be  doubted  whether  they  ever  fed  or  clothed  themselves  more  easily  or 
more  comfortably.  But,  besides  this,  the  immense  depredations  they 
have  made  upon  the  British  trade  have  introduced  vast  quantities  of 
British  merchandises  of  every  sort ;  and  in  spite  of  all  the  exertions  of 
the  British  fleet  their  trade  is  opening  and  extending  with  various 
countries  every  year,  and  Britain  herself  is  forced  to  aid  it,  and  will  be 
more  and  more;  a  recent  proof  of  which  is  the  permission  to  import 
American  tobacco  into  the  kingdom  from  any  part  of  the  world  in 
neutral  bottoms. 

The  great  debt  is  also  mentioned.  Do  they  pay  an  interest  for  this 
debt?  Is  every  necessary  and  convenience  of  life  taxed  to  perpetuity 
to  pay  this  interest  ?  Is  the  whole  equal  in  proportion  to  their  abilities 
to  the  debt  of  England?    Would  the  debt  be  rendered  less  by  joining 
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Great  Britain  against  France  and  Spain?  Wonld  tlie  war  against 
France  and  Spain  be  shorter,  less  expensive,  or  less  bloody  than  the 
war  against  England  "?  By  returning  to  England  would  not  their  debt 
be  ten  times  more  burdensome  ?  This  debt  is  as  nothing  to  America. 
Once  give  her  peace,  let  the  Americans  trade  freely  with  one  another 
and  with  all  other  nations,  and  this  debt  would  be  but  a  feather. 
Let  them  come  under  Great  Britain  again,  and  have  the  communica- 
tion between  one  colony  and  another  obstructed  as  heretofore  and 
their  trade  confined  to  Great  Britain  as  heretofore,  aud  this  debt  would 
be  a  heavier  millstone  about  their  necks  than  that  of  England  is  about 
theirs. 

A  general  repugnance  to  the  alliance  with  France  is  mentioned.  A 
greater  mistake  was  never  made.  On  the  contrary,  every  step  of  Con- 
gress, every  proceeding  of  every  assembly  upon  the  continent,  every 
prayer  that  is  made  in  the  pulpit,  and  every  speculation  in  the  news- 
papers, demonstrates  the  high  sense  they  have  of  the  importance  of 
tbis  alliance.  It  is  said  that  this  alliance  has  been  of  little  utility.  Has  it 
not  employed  the  British  army?  Has  it  not  cut  out  work  enough  for 
the  British  navy  ?  Has  it  not  wasted  for  England  her  annual  twenty 
millions?  Has  it  not  prevented  these  from  being  employed  against 
America  1  Has  it  not  given  scope  to  American  privateers  1  Has  it  not 
protected  the  American  trade  ?  Has  it  not  hurt  that  of  Great  Britain  *? 
Has  it  not  engaged  Knssia,  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Portugal 
at  least  to  a  neutrality  ?  At  least  has  it  not  contributed  much  to  these 
vast  advantages  to  America— has  it  not  taken  away  from  Great  Britain 
the  dominion  of  the  sea,  so  far  as  to  allow  liberty  of  navigation  to 
others?  It  is  true  the  alliance  might  have  been  of  more  utility  to  all 
the  allies  with  the  same  expense  if  France  and  Spain  had  sooner 
adopted  the  policy  of  sending  more  of  their  forces  to  America.  But 
they  are  now  so  well  convinced  of  it  that,  unless  miracles  are  wrought 
to  prevent  it,  America  and  England  too  will  soon  see  more  of  the  effects 
of  this  alliance.  Let  Britain  tremble  at  the  consequences  of  her  own 
folly  and  her  ov.n  crime. 

His  lordship  says  that  the  people  would  return  to  their  allegiance  if 
they  were  not  restrained  by  the  tyranny  of  those  who  have  got  the 
powers  of  the  government.  These  are  the  assemblies,  senates,  govern- 
ors, and  Congress.  Now  what  power  have  any  of  these  but  what  the 
people  please  to  allow  them  ?  By  what  engine  is  this  tyranny  exer- 
cised ?  Is  it  by  the  militia  ?  In  order  to  judge  of  this,  let  us  consider 
the  constitution  of  the  militia.  The  militia  is,  in  fact,  the  whole  peo- 
ple ;  for,  by  the  laws  of  every  State,  every  man  from  sixteen  to  sixty 
years  of  age  belongs  to  the  militia— is  obliged  to  be  armed,  to  train, 
and  march  upon  occasion,  or  find  a  substitute.  The  ofiQcers  are  chosen 
by  the  men,  except  the  general  officers,  who  are  appointed  by  the  as- 
semblies.   It  is  this  very  militia  which  form^  the  body  of  voters  wUo 
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annually  choose  the  members  of  the  assembly  and  the  senators  and 
governors.  Is  it  possible  these  men  should  tyrannize  over  men  upon 
whom  they  are  so  entirely  dependent  ?  As  well  might  it  be  reproached 
to  his  lordship  and  his  colleagues  in  administration  that  they  tjran- 
uized  over  their  royal  master,  who  can  displace  them  at  his  pleasure. 
The  assemblies  thus  annually  chosen  by  the  people  or  militia  annually 
choose  the  delegates  in  Congress,  and  have  power  to  recall  them  at 
pleasure.  Will  the  militia,  then,  obey  either  assemblies  or  Congress  in 
the  execution  of  tyrannical  orders,  or  any  orders  that  are  not  generally 
agreeable  to  them  ?  The  thing  speaks  for  itself.  Is  it  the  Continental 
army,  then,  that  is  the  instrument  of  their  own  servitude  and  that  of 
their  country  ?  Every  officer  holds  his  commission  at  the  pleasure  of 
Congress.  But  his  lordship  and  his  colleagues  often  represent  the  Con- 
tinental army  as  so  small  and  feeble  as  to  be  unable  to  make  head 
against  the  British  troops;  and  it  is  true  that  they  are  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  the  militia.  What  would  become  of  them,  then,  if  the 
militia,  or  any  considerable  number  of  them,  were  to  join  the  British 
troops "? 

There  has  never  been  any  part  of  the  Continental  army  in  more  than 
three  or  four  of  the  thirteen  States  at  a  time,  watching  the  motions  of 
the  British  army  and  confining  them  to  the  protection  of  their  men-of- 
war.  What  has  there  been  then  in  the  remaining  nine  or  ten  States 
for  an  instrument  of  tyranny  f  This  is  too  ridiculous  to  need  many 
words. 

His  lordship  concludes  with  a  distinction,  if  possible,  less  grounded 
than  his  assertions.  He  says  that  Congress  will  never  treat,  but  that 
the  people  and  the  assemblies  will.  Where  does  his  lordship  find  the 
ground  of  his  difference  between  the  Congress  and  the  assemblies  ?  Are 
not  the  members  of  Congress  made  of  the  same  clay  ?  Are  they  not 
themselves  members  of  the  assemblies?  Are  they  not  the  creatures  of 
the  assemblies?  Are  they  not  annually  created  ?  Are  they  not  de- 
pendent every  moment  upon  the  assemblies  for  their  existence  !  Have 
not  the  assemblies  a  right  to  recall  them  when  they  please,  and  ap- 
point others  by  law  and  the  constitution  ?  Have  not  the  assemblies  a 
right  to  instruct  them  how  to  act  ?  If  they  do  not  obey  these  instruc- 
tions, can  not  the  assemblies  displace  them  and  appoint  others  who 
will  be  more  obedient  ?  If  the  assemblies  desired  a  reconciliation  with 
England,  would  not  they  appoint  a  Congress  who  desired  it  too?  If 
the  people  desired  it,  could  not  they  appoint  assemblies  who  would 
soon  make  a  Congress  suitable  for  their  purpose?  But  I  have  been 
too  long.  His  lordship  betrays  such  misinformation  of  facts,  such  an 
inattention  to  those  obvious  marks  of  the  feelings  of  a  people  as  are 
infallible  indications  of  their  designs,  and  such  a  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  excite  astonishment 
in  an  impartial  examiner,  and  a  real  commiseration  for  the  unhappy 


758  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

nation  who  are   devoted   to   destruction   from   his  errors   and    delu- 
sions.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adam.s 


J.  Adams  to  the  Pre.sident  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  Jwjje  2,  1780. 

Sir  :  We  are  informed  from  The  Hague,  of  the  28th  of  May,  that  the 
merchants  of  the  republic  have  presented  two  petitions,  one  to  their 
high  mightinesses  and  the  other  to  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses. 
The  tenor  of  the  first  is  as  follows  : 
To  iheir  hiijh  mightinesses  our  lords  the  States-  General  of  the  United  Provinces  : 

The  uudersigued,  merchants,  assurers,  and  owners  of  vessels,  and  freighters,  estab- 
lished in  these  provinces,  give  respectfully  to  understand  that  it  is  with  sentiments 
of  the  most  sensible  gratitude  that  the  commerce  has  been  informed  of  the  aftection- 
ate  resolution  taken  by  your  high  mightinesses  to  equip  a  numl)er  of  vessels  of  war 
to  the  end  to  protect  the  free  navigation  of  the  subjects  of  this  state.  Bnt  as  the  peti- 
tioners were  ignorant  that  the  activity  of  the  progress  of  the  said  equipment  has  to 
this  time  been  retarded  both  by  the  sickness  which  prevails  among  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  ready  to  put  to  sea  and  by  the  want  of  experienced  seamen  necessary  to  the 
equipment  of  vessels  put  into  commission  aud  by  other  causes,  while  in  this  interval 
the  most  favorable  season  for  navigation  slips  away,  many  ships  loaded  with  mer- 
chandises dare  not  set  sail  from  the  ports  of  this  country  for  want  of  the  necessary 
protection,  while  they  can  not  find  means  here  nor  elsewhere  of  insuring  but  a  small 
portion  of  those  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  and  that  even  at  enormous  premiums,  such 
as  have  uever  before  been  demanded,  being  from  20  to  :^0  per  cent.,  which  occasions 
an  interruption  and  an  inactivity  to  their  navigation  so  excessive,  as  well  as  to  their 
commerce,  th.at  their  total  ruin  must  necessarily  result  from  it;  all  the  conuuissions 
for  merchandises  passing  elsewhere,  without  a  hope  of  being  able  ever  to  see  them 
return  here,  which  an  unfortunate  experience  has  already  many  times  proved.  For 
these  causes  the  petitioners  humbly  pray  that  it  may  please  your  high  mightinesses 
to  grant  and  etiectuate  as  soon  as  possible  the  protection  necessary,  as  the  commer- 
cial interest  on  their  part  are  ready  to  co-operate  eflectually  to  complete  the  crews 
and  to  submit  to  all  prompt  and  convenient  measures  which,  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  case  and  the  urgent  circumstances  your  high  mightinesses,  according  to 
your  enlightened  wisdom,  shall  judge  to  be  the  most  proper  for  the  preservation  of 
commerce  aud  the  navigation  of  your  subjects. 

"Barriers  between  Great  Britain  and  the   United  States  of  America  to  a  reconciliation, 

alliance  or  even  peace. 

(1)  The  malice,  revenge,  pride,  obstinacy,  and  absurdity  of  the  king  and  royal 
family. 

(2)  The  guilt  and  danger  of  the  ministry,  danger  to  their  lives  and  present  safety, 
as  well  as  of  ruin  to  their  fortunes,  characters,  and  reputations. 

(3)  The  ambition  and  avarice  of  the  ministry,  whose  chiefs  have  the  same  hunger 
for  the  loaves  and  fishes  as  the  ministers  ;  as  little  attention  to  and  affection  for  the 
public  as  they,  and  therefore  dare  not  displease  the  king,  and  so  give  up  their 
hopes  of  his  favor  by  adopting  any  principles  or  espousing  any  system  that  could 
lead  to  reconciliation  or  to  peace. 

(4)  The  general  prevalence  of  prolligacy. 
t  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  103. 
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The  second  petition  is  as  follows  : 

To  their  nohle  and  (jrand  m ir/h  tinesses  our  lords  the  states  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland  : 
Tbo  subsciibing  luercliaiits,  assurers,  owners  of  aliips,  and  freighters,  all  living  in 
these  provinces,  give  respecrfully  to  nnderstand  that  the  petitioners,  pressed  by  the 
nrgent  necessity  and  to  the  end  to  ward  off  the  total  ruin  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion, without  which  neither  they  nor  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
public can  subsist,  liave  addressed  themselves  to  your  high  mightinesses  our  lords 
the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  to  solicit  a  prompt  protection,  by  the  way 
of  petition,  of  which  the  petitioners  have  the  honor  to  annex  a  copy. 

Nevertheless,  although  the  petitioners  have  every  reason  to  Hatter  themselves  that 
an  arrangement  equally  ready  and  efficacious  will  soon  fulfill  iheir  wishes  ;  neverthe- 
less, the  better  to  complete  their  views,  and  for  the  preservation  of  commerce  and 
navigation,  the  soul  and  the  nerve  of  the  prosperity  of  the  repnblic,  and  to  the  end 
to  prevent  its  inaction,  as  well  as  the  total  ruin  of  the  jietitioners,  which  wonld  in- 
fallibly follow,  they  think  tiiat  it  would  be  very  necessary  that  it  may  please  your 
noble  and  grand  niiglitinesses  to  second  in  this  the  petitioners  as  in  your  high  wis- 
dom you  shall  judge  expedient  and  convenient. 

I  Lave  before  sent  a  copy  of  what  was  published  for  the  answer  of 
the  court  of  Madrid  to  the  Russian  declaration.  But  as  that  court  has 
now  published  an  authentic  copy,  which  is  a  little  difterent  from  that, 
althougli  more  clear  and  better,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  Congress  with  a 
translation  of  it : 

The  king  has  been  informed  of  the  fashion  of  thinking  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  in 
regard  to  the  powers,  both  belligerent  and  neuter,  by  a  memorial  which  M.  Stephen 
de  Ziuowioff,  minister  of  that  sovereign,  has  presented  on  the  15th  of  this  month  to 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  first  secretary  of  state.  The  king  considers  this  act  of 
the  empress  as  an  effect  of  the  just  confidence  which  his  majesty  has  merited  on  his 
part;  and  it  is  to  him  so  much  the  more  agreeable,  as  the  principles  adopted  by  this 
sovereign  are  those  which  have  ever  governed  the  king,  and  which  his  majesty  en- 
deavored by  all  possible  means,  although  without  effect,  to  induce  England  to  observe 
during  the  time  that  Spain  herself  was  neuter.  These  principles  are  those  of  justice, 
of  equity,  and  of  moderation  ;  these  same  principles,  in  fine,  Russia  and  all  the  jjowers 
have  acknowledged  in  the  resolutions  of  his  majesty,  and  it  is  only  by  the  conduct 
which  the  English  navy  has  established  both  in  the  last  and  present  war  (a  conduct 
which  subverts  the  rules  the  most  constantly  observed  in  regard  to  neutral  powers) 
that  his  majesty  h-as  seen  himself  under  the  necessity  of  imitating  it,  because  the 
English,  not  respecting  the  neutral  flag  when  it  had  on  board  the  effects  of  an  enemy, 
although  they  were  not  contraband,  and  this  flag  not  defending  itself  against  these 
violences,  they  could  not  with  justice  hinder  Spain  from  using  equal  reprisals  to 
secure  herself  from  the  enormous  pnyudice  which  would  result  from  an  inequality  in 
this  respect. 

The  neutral  powers  on  their  side  have  also  given  occasion  to  the  incouveniences 
•which  they  have  suffered  by  having  served  themselves  with  double  papers  and  other 
artifices  to  the  end  to  prevent  the  capture  of  their  vessels.  From  this  have  followed 
the  numerous  captures  and  detentions,  as  well  as  the  consequences  which  have  re- 
sulted from  them;  although  in  truth  these  have  not  been  so  prejudicial  as  has  been 
pretended.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  that  some  of  these  detentions  have  tuined  to 
the  advantage  of  the  owners  of  the  cargoes;  the  provisions  of  which  they  were  com- 
posed having  been  sold  in  the  port  where  the  ships  were  tried,  at  a  price  higher  than 
the  price  current  at  the  place  of  their  destination. 

The  king,  nevertheless,  not  content  with  these  proofs  of  his  justification,  mani- 
fested to  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  would  at  this  day  have  the  glory  of  being  the  first  to 
give  the  example  of  respecting  the  neutral  flag  of  all  the  courts  which  have  con- 


760  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bente.l,  or  wbich  shall  consent,  to  defend  it,  nntil  his  majesty  shall  see  the  part  which 
the  English  navy  shall  take,  and  nntil  he  shall  discover  by  e  perience  whether  this 
navy  will  restrain  itself  or  not,  as  well  as  the  English  privateers.  And  to  this  end 
to  make  it  appear  to  all  powers  how  ready  Spain  is  to  observe,  now  she  is  at  war, 
the  same  rnles  which  she  desired  while  she  was  neuter,  bis  majesty  conforms  himself 
to  the  other  points  contained  in  the  declaration  of  Russia,  it  being  well  understood 
that  what  concerns  the  place  blockaded,  of  Gibraltar,  the  danger  of  entering  into 
that  subsists  in  the  manner  in  which  this  point  is  ascertained  by  the  fourth  article  of 
the  said  declaration  by  the  means  of  the  number  of  vessels  stationed  there  to  form 
the  blockade;  a  danger,  however,  which  the  neutral  vessels  may  avoid  by  conform- 
ing to  the  rules  of  precaution  established  in  the  declaration  of  his  majesty  of  the 
IHth  of  March  last,  which  has  been  communicated  to  the  court  of  Petersburg  by  the 
means  of  its  minister. 
Aranjuez,  April  18,  1780. 

De  Florida  Blanca. 

There  are  two  articles  worth  translating  from  the  foreign  gazettes,  if 
it  were  only  as  specimens  of  the  art  which  is  employed  to  keep  the  en- 
emy in  uncertainty  about  the  designs  of  this  court  and  the  destinations 
of  their  fleets,  whether  successfully  or  not. 

The  first  is  Amsterdam,  29th  of  May.  A  letter  from  Toulon  of  the 
8th  of  this  month  contains  the  following  details: 

Orders  have  arrived  here  from  court  to  send  out  into  the  road  as  soon  as  may  be 
the  ships  of  the  line  the  Zele  and  the  MurseUlois ;  but  as  the  destination  of  these  two 
ships  is  kept  extremely  secret,  we  exhaust  ourselves  in  conjectures  concerning  the 
object  of  the  operations  which  they  are  ordered  to  execute.  Some  will  have  it  that 
they  have  orders  to  go  and  join  the  squadron  of  Don  Solano,  which  sailed  from  Cadiz 
the  28th  of  last  month,  which  it  is  pretended  is  bound  to  Brest.  Others  presume  that 
they  have  no  other  commission  than  to  go  and  cruise  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mahon, 
to  keep  in  the  privateers  which  frequently  come  out  from  thence,  and  which  give  ex- 
treme trouble  to  the  navigation  of  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean ;  in  line,  there  are 
some  who  believe  that  these  ves.sels  are  to  co-operate  in  an  important  enterprise  which 
is  to  be  attempted  in  that  sea.  However  this  may  be,  as  we  know  that  a  number  of 
vessels  have  been  taken  up  upon  freight  on  account  of  the  king,  and  that  they  may 
easily  embark  in  our  port  eleven  or  twelve  thousand  men;  as,  moreover,  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  on  the  one  hand  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  being  suf- 
ficiently guarded  by  the  Spaniards,  so  that  there  will  not  be  occasion  for  a  strong 
squadron  to  protect  the  transport  vessels  which  may  be  employed  in  an  expedition 
against  Mahon,  and  that  on  the  other  hand  the  English,  being  sufficiently  Occupied  on 
divers  sides,  may  not  be  able  easily  to  send  to  the  relief  of  this  island,  we  conclude 
from  the  combination  of  these  different  dircumstauces  that  it  may  very  well  happen 
that  they  may  attempt  this  conquest,  the  success  of  which  does  not  appear  in  effect  to 
present  any  very  insurmountable  difficulties,  and  which  would  procure,  after  all,  an 
advantage  sufficiently  important  to  the  good  of  our  commerce  in  general  to  merit  that 
at  least  we  should  make  the  essay. 

The  other  article  is  in  the  Amsterdam  Gazette  of  the  30th  of  May, 
and  from  Paris  the  23d  of  May,  1780  : 

We  are  of  opinion  here  that  M.  de  Ternay  is  ordered  to  conduct  the  division  of  M. 
de  Rochambeau  to  Canada,  and  that  with  so  much  the  more  foundation,  as  we  see 
everywhere  what  M.  de  Sartiue  has  published  of  the  dispatches  of  the  Count  de 
Guichen,  that  the  arrival  of  his  squadron  in  the  seas  of  the  Antilles  was  sufficient  to 
give  us  there  a  decided  superiority.  We  can  not,  moreover,  but  applaud  the  prudence 
of  M.  de  Guichen  and  M.  de  Bouill^  in  not  sacrificing,  perhaps  in  vain,  a  great  many 
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ivesto  expel  the  Eujflisli  from  the  Island  of  St,  Lucia,  these  two  generals  having 
without  doubt  designs  more  important  and  the  success  of  which  appears  to  them 
more  certain,  which  naturally  raises  conjectures  that  M.  de  Guicheu  proposed  very 
soon  to  put  to  sea.  However  this  may  be,  there  are  nevertheless  other  people  who 
presume  that  if  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  does  not  go  directly  to  Canada  he  may 
very  well  go  and  disembark  at  Rhode  Island,  where  he  may  make  a  place  of  arms,  In 
order  to  go  from  thence  and  join  himself  to  General  Washiugton,  and  attack  New 
York  together  while  it  is  unfurnished  with  a  strong  garrison. 

In  this  mauiier  it  is  that  some  person  or  other  is  employed  to  give 
scope  to  the  speculations  and  conjectures  of  the  public,  while  tlie  courts 
ot  Europe  flatter  themselves  that  their  real  councils  are  iiept  secret. 
There  is  reason,  however,  to  believe  that  in  fact  the  councils  of  all  the 
courts  of  Europe  are  penetrated  by  their  enemies.  The  councils  of 
Congress  in  many  striking  and  important  instances,  although  neces- 
sarily confided  to  such  numbers,  have  been  much  more  inviolably  kept 
without  the  aid  of  hired  paragrajih  writers  to  disguise  them.  Our 
character  and  interest  depend  upon  improving  this  fldelity,  as  well  as 
upon  discountenancing  both  by  manner,  and  authority  that  base  art  so 
prevalent  in  Europe,  that  of  political  lying. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to   Morris.* 

Passy,  June  3,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  kind  letter  of  March  31,  acquainting  me 
with  your  having  engaged  in  M.  dela  Frete's  affairs  on  my  recommenda- 
tion. I  tliank  you  very  much,  and  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  any  rec- 
ommendation of  yours  will  be  regarded  by  me  with  greatest  attention. 
The  letter  you  enclosed  to  M.  Dumas  is  forwarded  to  him.  We  are 
impatient  to  hear  from  America;  no  account  of  the  operations  at 
Charleston  later  than  the  9th  of  March  having  yet  come  to  hand. 
Everything  here  in  Europe  continues  to  wear  a  new  face.  Russia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland  are  raising  a  strong  naval  force  to 
establish  the  free  navigation  for  neutral  ships  and  of  all  their  cargoes, 
though  belonging  to  enemies,  except  contraband— that  is,  military 
stores.  France  and  Spain  have  approved  of  it,  and  it  is  likely  to 
become  henceforth  the  law  of  nations  that  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
England  does  not  like  this  confederacy.  I  wish  they  would  extend  it 
still  further,  and  ordain  that  unarmed  trading  ships,  as  well  as  fisher- 
men and  tanners,  should  be  respected  as  working  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  mankind,  and  never  to  be  interrupted  in  their  operations  even  by 
national  enemies ;  but  let  those  only  fight  with  one  another  whose  trade 
it  is  and  who  are  armed  and  paid  for  the  purpose. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  I  am  ever,  dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servant,  ^   Franklin. 


N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc,  1878  ;  8  Sparks'  Franklin,  4«5;  7  Bigelow's  Franklin,  70. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Paris,  June  4,  1780. 

Sir  :  We  learn  from  The  Hague  the  30tli  of  May  that  their  noble  and 
grand  mightinesses  liave  resolved,  since  the  offer  of  the  commerce,  to 
take  for  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  of  war  put  into  commission  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  crews  of  merchant  ships. 

As  I  wish  to  inform  Congress  at  some  time  or  other  of  all  the  con&i)ic- 
uous  characters  in  lOurope  who  have  penetrated  enough  of  the  system 
of  events  that  compose  the  present  great  epoch,  and  have  had  snfldcient 
firmness  to  resist  the  unnatural  eiforts  and  solicitations  which  Great 
Britain  has  made  to  disturb  it,  I  think  it  is  proi)er  to  take  notice  that 
the  Count  de  Panin,  who  has  been  very  ill  of  a  chronical  disorder,  was 
on  the  2d  of  May  much  better,  and  made  his  appearance  at  the  court  of 
St.  Petersburg!!.  This  minister,  I  fancy,  will  have  great  merit  with 
posterity  for  the  part  he  has  acted  for  several  years  in  the  politics  of 
Europe. 

Extract  from  a  letter  from  Cadiz,  2d  of  May  : 

ThecouvoyunilertbeescortofMessrs.de  Thoniasco  and  de  Solano  continued  in 
sight  all  day  the  28th  of  April;  the  29th  it  went  off  with  a  fair  wind,  which  contin- 
ues to  this  time.  Wo  exp 'ct  the  division  of  Toulon  in  fifteen  days.  Then  Don  Gaston 
will  go  out  with  a  squadron  of  twelve  ships  and  all  the  French  vessels  which  may 
be  collected  in  Cadiz.  If  the  thirteen  vessels  which  are  ready  at  Ferrol  joins  this 
commander  his  lleet  will  he  very  respectable,  and  will  not  fear  that  the  enemy  should 
oppose  his  junction  with  that  of  Brest. 

Toulon,  Mai/  10. — The  order  which  the  king's  ships  the  Zc'/t'and  the  MarseUlois,  of 
seventy-four  guns,  have  received  unexpectedly  to  sail  gives  place  to  several  conjec- 
tures. The  most  probable  is  that  they  are  to  join  the  division  of  French  vessels 
which  are  in  the  P>ay  of  Cadiz  ;  and  that  after  they  shall  be  united  they  will  go  in 
concert  with  a  Spanish  squadron  to  Brest,  to  form  a  part  of  the  fleet  destined  to  cruise 
in  the  English  channel.  There  have  been  taken  up  in  our  \io\t  several  merchant 
vessels  on  account  of  tljc  king,  to  the  end  to  go  and  carry  to  Cadiz  the  provisions  of 
the  French  division  conunauded  by  the  Chevalier  Beausset.  It  isconOrmed  that  the 
Experiment,  commanded  by  M.  de  Martelly  Chantard,  is  arrived  at  Marseilles,  to  es- 
cort from  thence,  in  concert  with  the  frigate  the  GraclenU;  and  the  cutter  the  Naiade 
a  considerable  convoy  of  vessels  bound  for  the  islands  in  America. 

Brest,  May  15. — The  convoy  which  was  coming  here  from  Bordeaux,  to  form  the 
second  division  of  the  expedition  nnder  the  command  of  Messrs.  de  Teruay  and  de 
Rochambeau,  escaped  the  gale  of  wind  by  taking  shelter  in  L'Orient.  The  Mayna- 
nime,  which  was  coming  here  from  Rochfort,  having  lost  an  anchor,  was  obliged  to 
return  thither. 

Paris,  May  2.5.— Letters  from  Cadiz,  dated  the  5th  of  this  month,  announce  the  de- 
parture of  the  French  squadron,  which  was  in  the  road,  under  the  command  of  M.  de 
Beausset.  It  was  furnished  with  provisions  for  six  months,  and  before  it  put  to  sea 
it  took  ill  more,  for  six  weeks  ;  it  was  to  have  sailed  the  fith.  We  are  absolutely  ig- 
norant of  the  object  of  his  expedition.  M.  Beausset  has  dispatches,  which  he  is  not  to 
open  until  he  arrives  at  a  certain  latitude.  This  squadron,  c  imposed  of  live  ships  of 
the  line  and  loaded  with  provisions  for  seven  and  a  half  months,  is  it  bound  to  the 
Indies?  We  do  not  believe  that  it  is.  But  to  combine  with  M.  de  Ternay  at  a  cer- 
tain latitude?  Some  persons  presume  so.  Others  maintain  that  this  squadron  is  to 
make  part  of  the  fleet  of  observation  in  the  channel,  and  that  the  circumstance  of 
seven  and  a  half  months'  provision  is  a  falsity  which  ought  not  to  be  believed. 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  114. 
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They  write  from  Eoclifort  that  the  Tuvincible,  a  new  ship  of  oue  hun- 
dred and  four  guns,  is  actually  in  tlie  road.  The  command  of  This 
vessel  has  been  given  to  M.  de  la  Gary. 

The  following  article  shows  that  some  foreign  merchants  are  enter- 
prising a  trade  towards  America  : 

Ostend,  May  2:5.— T»lie  sliip  the  Cifi/  of  Brussels,  Captain  Peter  Vouglieu,  of  five  Inm- 
dred  tons  belonginj;-  to  iiieicliaiits  of  BnisseLs,  who  had  loaded  her  for  St.  Eiistatia,  has 
had  the  misfortune  to  strike,  the  20th  of  this  month,  in  going  out  of  the  basin.  In  spite 
of  the  alacrity  with  which  they  labor  to  get  her  alloat  and  repair  the  damage  she  has 
sustained  on  tlie  occasion,  we  think  she  can  not  again  be  put  iu  a  condition  to  pro- 
ceed to  her  destination. 

Leyden,  JUay  :?0,  17H0.— The  convoy  of  troops  which  has  arrived  so  apropos  at  Bar- 
badocs,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Lucia,  at  the  very  instant  that  the  Count  de  Guicheu 
conducted  to  the  Antilles  a  considerable  re-enforcement  for  the  French  troops,  is  that 
which  sailed  from  Portsmouth  the  27th  and  from  Plymouth  the  30th  of  January,  under 
convoy  of  the  Intrepid,  of  sixty-four  guns,  with  some  frigates,  and  which  was  dis- 
persed u))on  the  coast  of  Ireland.  An  officer  of  the  sixty-eighth  regiment  (one  of  the 
four  regiments  embarked  upon  this  convoy)  writes  from  Antigua  the  19th  of  March  : 
"  We  have  been  arrived  liore  two  days ;  we  sailed  from  Plymouth  the  30th  of  January, 
iu  concert  with  the  eighty-seventh,  ninetieth,  and  ninety-first  regiments,  under  con- 
voy of  the  Intrepid,  of  sixty-four  guns.  The  next  day  we  were  separated  from  the 
convoy  by  agreat  storm,  which  lasted  six  days,  and  we  saw  nothing  more  of  any  vessel. 
Having  no  orders  concerning  our  destination,  as  we  were  not  to  receive  them  till 
we  had  doubled  Cape  Lizard,  we  Avere  iu  great  pain  concerning  the  part  we  should 
take.  Commanding  eighty  soldiers  on  board  this  vessel,  it  fell  to  me  to  direct  their 
route.  I  ordered  the  master  to  conduct  us  to  the  first  of  our  West  India  islands, 
which  we  could  gain,  and  in  consequence  we  arrived  here  safe  and  sound.  God  knows 
■what  is  become  of  the  rest  of  the  convoy  ;  I  hope  that  it  will  join  us  soon." 

The  following  article  I  add  from  the  Mercury  of  France  of  the  3d  of 
June.  I  can  not  answer  for  the  truth  of  it,  nor  do  I  know  that  it  is 
false : 

They  write  from  London  the  11th  of  May  that  a  courier,  dispatched  from  The 
Hague  by  Sir  Josejih  Yorke,  had  arrived  with  the  following  uews :  Iu  consequence 
of  the  permission  granted  by  the  States-General  for  the  passage  of  the  recruits  from 
Brunswick,  Hesse,  Haynau,  etc.,  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain,  through  the  territory  of 
the  republic,  and  for  their  embarkation  iu  one  of  their  ports,  one  ship  of  war  and 
transports  have  sailed  from  England  to  take  on  board  these  recruits  destined  for  the 
army  iu  Canada.  But  scarcely  were  the  troops  and  their  baggage  embarked  when 
there  arrived  au  order  of  the  States-General  to  stop  their  departure.  They  attribute 
this  conduct  of  the  States-General  to  the  formal  demand  which  they  have  made  upon 
Great  Britain  of  the  restitution  of  the  Dutch  vessels  taken  by  Commodore  Fielding. 
In  consequence,  the  transports  and  recruits  would  remain  iu  Holland  until  entire 
satisfaction  should  be  given  to  the  States-Geueral  upon  this  object. 

Brussels,  May  30. — The  arrival  of  extraordinary  couriers  continually  from  Versailles 
and  Madrid  to  Lisbon  gives  rise  to  conjectures  that  the  good  iutelligence  which  reigns 
between  this  court  and  that  of  London  may  very  well  change  in  part,  and  that  at 
least  his  most  faithful  majesty  is  not  far  from  adopting  the  system  of  Holland  and  the 
northern  powers,  the  effect  of  which  must  be  the  maintenance  of  the  liberty  of  the 
uavigatiou  and  of  the  commerce  of  their  respective  subjects  against  the  continual 
depredations  of  privateers. 

Paris,  May  30.— We  learn  by  letters  from  Ferrol  that  the  iutendaut  of  the  marine 
in  that  port  h.ad  received  orders  to  send  out  without  delay  eight  ships  of  the  line  and 
four  frigates,  and  to  deliver  them  packets,  which  are  sent  him,uot  to  be  opened  but 
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iu  a  certaiu  latitude.  They  write  from  Brest  that  they  continue  to  work  at  the  arma- 
ment of  the  vessels  intended  for  the  fleet;  there  are  several  of  them  already  in  the 
road.  The  Acfif,  of  seventy-four  gnns,  came  in  on  the  17th.  They  expected  in  that 
port  the  fleet  from  Bordeaux,  loaded  with  stores,  provisions,  and  wine.  Their  arrival 
is  necessary  to  equip  completely  the  squadron  destined  to  transport  a  second  division 
of  troops  of  four  or  five  thousand  men.  The  convoy  which  sailed  from  St.  Malo  on  Good 
Friday  was  still  at  Cherbourg.  It  is  so  much  the  more  valuable,  as  it  consists  partly 
of  cast  cannons  and  other  i)ieces  of  artillery,  brought  in  wagons  from  the  arsenals, 
for  the  descent  which  was  to  have  l)eeu  made  last  year.  The  English,  who  know  its 
value,  do  not  lose  sight  of  it,  as  they  say  ;  and  it  is  said  if  they  Avere  not  restrained 
by  a  calculation  of  the  expense  they  would  bombard  Cherbourg,  if  they  could  not 
come  at  the  vessels  in  port  to  burn  them.  It  is  believed  that  a  few  ships  of  the  line 
may  soon  go  out  of  Brest  to  give  chase  to  the  English  and  scatter  them  from  Cher- 
bourg. 

London,  May  20. — The  despatches  which  the  court  has  received  from  its  ministers 
in  the  northern  courts  confirm  the  plan  of  confederation  of  the  powers  of  this  i)art  of 
Europe  to  protect  the  commerce  of  their  subjects  against  the  attacks  of  the  belligereut 
powers,  and  we  can  not  dissemble  that  more  moderation  on  our  part  would  have  hin- 
dered this  event,  which  is  about  to  strike  the  last  blow  to  our  maritime  supremacy, 
and  snatch  from  lis  forever  the  empire  of  the  seas,  which  are  about  to  become  again 
free,  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Cadiz,  May  5. — The  fleet  which  sailed  from  this  port  the  28th  of  last  month  has 
been  met  in  the  latitude  of  Lagos  by  a  vessel  which  arrived  yesterday.  Since  that 
time  the  progress  of  it  has  not  been  retarded.  The  wind  is  changed,  and  is  favor- 
able. It  is  composed  of  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  seven  x>rivateer8  armed 
by  the  trade,  sixty-four  transport  vessels,  with  twelve  thousand  laud  forces,  artil- 
lery, and  warlike  stores,  and  fifty-nine  merchant  vesseLs,  three  of  which  are  French 
and  three  Americau.  There  remain  in  this  port  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  whereof 
ten  are  ready  to  go  to  sea;  the  five  others  will  be  immediately.  There  are  eight  at 
Corunna,  i\ve  frigates  and  one  cutter,  in  condition  to  sail  at  the  first  orders.  The 
convoy  Avhich  sailed  from  Brest  on  the  14th  is  arrived  there  with  the  frigate  the 
Leocadia.  We  have  seen  come  to  anchor  in  this  bay  the  flag  of  truce  the  Sarline, 
which  brings  from  the  ludies  M.  de  Belleconibe,  formerly  governor  of  Pondicherry, 
and  the  other  officers.  This  vessel,  beiug  off  St.  Vincent,  had  the  misfortune  to  meet 
the  squadron  of  Commodore  Johnstone.  He  made  the  signals  of  a  flag  of  truce,  and 
seeking  to  fly,  Avhen,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations.  Commodore  Johnstone,  who 
was  in  the  Romney,  nent  him  two  broadsides,  which  killed  and  wounded  twenty- 
five  persons  on  board  the  Sartine.  The  captain  and  two  officers  are  iu  the  number 
of  the  slain.  They  expected  so  little  such  an  attack,  that  the  people  were  all  upon 
the  tillace,  and  one  bullet  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  M.  de  Bellecombe.  Johnstone,  know- 
ing his  error,  or  at  least  pretending  to  have  been  mistaken,  ceased  firing,  and  wrote 
a  letter  of  excuse.  One  would  think  he  should  not  come  oif  so  easily,  and  that  his 
nation  should  not  even  content  herself  to  disavow  his  conduct. 

M.  de  Beausset  set  sail  yesterday  with  his  five  vessels;  he  goes  to  cruise  iu  the 
latitude  of  Lisbon,  and  he  may  very  well  combine  himself  Avith  the  scA'en  vessels 
which  were  to  go  out  of  Ferrol.  It  is  believed  he  will  return  here  as  soon  as  the 
squadron  of  Toulon  shall  arrive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Report  of  a   Committee   of  Congress   respecting  Communications  from  the 

French  Minister.* 

In  Congress,  June  5,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communications  of  his  excel- 
lency the  minister  of  France,  relating  to  supplies  for  the  forces  of  his 
most  Christian  majesty  and  on  other  matters,  beg  leave  to  report  that, 
in  a  conference  had  on  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  the  minister  was 
pleased  to  make  the  following  communications,  viz  : 

That  M.  de  Corney,  commissary  of  the  troops  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  had  orders  to  purchase  a  number  of  horses  and  to  purchase  or 
hire  a  number  of  teams  in  the  States  where  they  could  be  most  conven- 
iently procured  for  the  use  of  the  forces  of  his  most  Christian  majesty 
that  should  arrive  to  cooperate  with  the  forces  of  these  United  States. 

That  M.  de  Corney  had  also  orders  to  endeavor  to  procure  in  the  sev- 
eral States  where  it  should  be  found  most  convenient  provisions  for  the 
forces  above  mentioned  in  such  manner  as  should  least  interfere  with  the 
purchaser  of  the  States  or  agents  of  Congress,  and  as  should  be  best 
adapted  to  support  and  establish  the  credit  of  the  paper  currency. 
That  M.  de  Corney  would  apply  to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the 
several  States  in  which  the  purchases  were  to  be  made  for  their  advice 
and  aid  in  the  matter. 

To  obtain  which  the  minister  wished  for  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
and  that,  if  they  should  think  fit,  letters  might  be  written  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  several  States,  requesting 
their  advice  and  aid  to  M.  de  Corney  in  procuring  those  supplies. 

That  M.  de  Corney  had  received  £7,000  of  the  bills  lately  emitted  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  use  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned, 
and  would  in  his  negotiation  avail  himself  of  all  opportunities  for  con- 
tributing to  the  utmost  of  his  power  for  establishing  the  currency  of 
the  public  bills  of  credit. 

That  it  would  be  necessary  to  give  the  said  forces  of  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  the  option  of  receiving  their  pay  in  specie,  from  their  unac- 
quaintedness  with  paper  money  in  general,  and  ignorance  of  the  lan- 
guage in  which  the  bills  of  these  United  States  are  struck. 

Which  circumstance  the  minister  thought  projier  to  suggest,  that 
Congress  might  take  any  measures  they  should  judge  necessary  to  pre- 
vent uneasiness  arising  therefrom  to  the  troops  of  these  United  States, 
who  might  receive  their  pay  in  a  different  manner. 

That  to  prevent  loss  happening  to  any  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States  from  receiving  from  the  troops  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  any 
small  coins  they  may  be  possessed  of  that  shall  be  below  the  standard 
alloy,  the  same  will  be  exchanged  for  other  coins  by  persons  that  shall 
receive  orders  therefor. 

The  minister  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  mode  of  intelligence  Con- 
gress would  rely  on  to  give  them  immediate  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the 
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forces  from  France  and  for  keepiug  up  a  coustant  communication  after 
their  arrival,  and  again  re[)eated  his  wishes  tliat  nothing  might  l)e  left 
unprovided  for  that  could  promise  despatch  to  their  operations  and  ren- 
der them  most  extensively  useful  to  these  United  States. 

The  minister  also  wished  to  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress M.Louis  Ethis  de  Corney,  provincial  commissary  of  the  troops  in 
the  service  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  for  the  honor  of  a  brevet  com- 
mission of  lieutenant-colonel,  which  title  his  oflice  has  given  him  in  the 
French  service.  M.  de  Corney  desired  not  command  or  pay,  but  was 
ambitious  to  deserve  a  mark  of  honor  from  these  United  States  from 
which  benefits  might  result  to  him  hereafter. 

Upon  the  foregoing  information  your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  following  resolutions  : 

That  a  brevet  commission  of  lieutenant-colonel  be  granted  to  M.  Louis 
Ethis  de  Corney. 

That  Monsieur  de  Corney  be  furnished  with  letters  from  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  supreme  executive  powers  of  the  several  States,  or  to  such 
of  them  as  M.  de  Corney  shall  apply  for,  requesting  their  advice  and  aid 
to  him  in  procuring  i^rovisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  forces  of 
his  most  Christian  majesty  expected  to  arrive  in  these  United  States,  in 
such  manner  as  will  best  avoid  a  competition  of  purchases  for  the  use 
above  mentioned  and  those  for  the  use  of  the  troops  of  these  United 
States. 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  Con- 
gress that  the  x)ublic  service  will  be  best  promoted  by  having  the  same 
currency  made  use  of,  so  far  as  may  be,  to  procure  supplies  for  the  forces 
of  his  most  Christian  majesty  as  for  those  of  these  United  States. 

That  the  governors  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  be  re- 
quested immediately  to  engage  trusty  persons  in  those  States  respect- 
ively, at  proper  distances  from  each  other,  on  the  main  road  from  Cape 
Henry  in  Virginia  to  Philadelphia,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness, 
should  the  French  fleet  be  discovered  off  that  Cape  or  the  adjacent 
coast,  to  forward  intelligence  thereof,  and  any  despatches  that  may  be 
received  from  them  to  Congress,  in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 


"Washington  to  Luzerne." 

MoRRiSTOWN,  June  5,  1780. 
Sir  :  My  time  has  been  so  entirely  engrossed  in  the  preliminary 
arrangements  of  immediate  necessity  towards  the  intended  co-oi)eration, 
that  I  have  not  been  able  till  now  to  do  myself  the  honor  to  thank  your 
excellency  for  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  May.  We  have  too  many  proofs 
of  the  general  zeal  of  your  countrymen  in  the  cause  of  America  not  to 
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be  entirely  convinced  of  it,  and  to  feel  all  that  the  most  grateful  sensi- 
bility can  inspire. 

I  am  happy  in  believing  that  the  troops  and  citizens  of  these  States 
will  eagerly  embrace  every  opportunity  to  manifest  their  affection  to 
the  troops  and  citizens  of  your  nation,  as  well  as  their  gratitude  and 
veneration  to  a  i)rince  from  whom  they  had  received  the  most  impor- 
tant benefits.  Penetrated  with  a  sense  of  these,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty 
to  cultivate  correspondent  sentiments  as  far  as  my  influence  extends. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  given  me  an  account  of  all  your  excel- 
lency has  done  for  the  advancement  of  the  combined  operations.  It 
will  no  doubt  contribute  essentially  to  their  success,  and  gives  you  a 
claim  to  the  acknowledgments  of  the  two  countries. 

I  am  too  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  permission  you  gave  me  to  solicit 
your  aid  in  everything  in  which  you  can  continue  to  afford  us  your 
good  offices  not  to  make  use  of  it  as  frequently  as  possible.  I  begin 
by  entreating  you  to  favor  me  with  your  advice  with  the  greatest  free- 
dom on  whatever  occurs  to  you  interesting  to  our  afliiirs  at  this  period. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

George  Washington. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  5,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  fleets  of  Graves  and  Walsinghain  are  real  objects  of  humor. 
All  Europe  was  amused  with  Walsingham's  squadron,  and  assured  that 
it  was  to  sail  as  long  ago  as  last  January  or  February.  There  has 
scarcely  a  newspaper  appeared  in  Europe  since  that  time  but  has  had 
some  article  respecting  it,  all  tending  to  show  that  it  was  ready,  or 
nearly  ready,  to  sail.  This  is  in  order  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  friends 
and  at  the  same  time  play  upon  the  fears  of  enemies.  The  last  Cou- 
rier de  VEurope  has  the  following  article : 

Torlay,  May  20.— Although  the  winds  had  been  favorable  for  ten  days  past,  Walsiug- 
ham's  fleet  could  not  have  taken  advantage  of  them,  the  commodore  having  received  on 
the  10th  orders  from  the  admiralty  to  wait  for  the  rest  of  the  transports  bound  to 
Quebec  and  the  East  India  ships  which  now  lie  at  Portsmouth.  He  will  escort 
them,  without  altering  his  course,  as  far  as  Ma-leira. 

Plymouth,  May  9— The  squadron  of  Admiral  Graves  sailed  from  hence  this  morning  is 
destined  for  Jamaica.  It  consists  of  four  ships  of  the  line,  two  frigates,  and  trans- 
porta,havingon  board threethousandlaudforces.  Thislleet  isthe  re-enforcement  which 
the  armament  which  was  in  preparation  at  Jamaica  for  an  expedition  waited  for  the 
9th  of  April  last,  when  the  packet-boat  sailed.  The  passage  of  such  a  fleet  can  not 
take  less  than  two  months ;  so  that  it  can  not  arrive  at  Jamaica  until  the  end  of 
July.  Never  was  there  such  confusion  and  timidity  and  irresolution  and  unsteadi- 
ness in  the  naval  and  maritime  aflfairs  of  England.  Witness  the  following  para- 
graph : 

Portsmouth,  May  22.— The  following  vessels  of  war  had  come  to  sail  with  thoir  respec- 
tive convoys,  but  they  have  returned  here  again  :  The  Endymion,  of  forty-four  guns, 
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Captain  Ciirtaret ;  the  Beaver's  Prize,  of  sixteen,  Captain  Drninmond  ;  and  the 
Zeij7i//r  of  fourteen,  Captain  luglis,  for  the  coast  of  Guinea.  Tho  fri^'ate  Aurora  for 
Plymouth,  the  sloops  Swallow  and  Wasp. 

May  25.— It  is  said  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Rainsford  passed  through  Loudon  to  go 
to  Portsmouth  destined  to  Jamaica.  It  will  be  escorted  out  of  the  channel  by  the 
grand  fleet,  then  it  will  make  a  common  course  up  to  a  certain  latitude  with  the 
fleet  destined  for  the  East  Indies. 

Fetershurgh,  jifay  9.— Our  fleet  destined  to  maintain  the  neutrality  at  sea  is  ready  to 
sail  from  Cronstadt.  They  say  that,  after  having  passed  the  sound,  it  will  clear  off  all 
cruisers  whatsoever  not  only  in  the  Baltic  Sea,  but  those  which  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Norway,  as  far  as  Archangel.  The  report  prevails  even  that  we  shall  equip 
immediately  a  second  squadron,  destined  to  re-enforce  the  first. 

Hague,  May  31.— The  coru  merchants  living  in  Amsterdam  presented  last  Friday 
two  petitions,  the  first  of  which  is  of  the  following  tenor : 
To  their  high  mightinesses  our  lords  the  Slates  General  of  the  United  Provinces: 

"  The  subscribing  merchants,  trading  chiefly  in  grain  at  the  exchange  of  the  corn 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  respectfully  make  known  that  the  scarcity  of 
grain  among  foreigners  having  been  the  cause  that  they  have  been  charged  for  some 
time,  and  from  all  parts,  with  very  considerable  commissions  for  sending  oft'  theirs, 
which  can  not  but  give  a  new  activity  to  this  important  branch  of  commerce ;  the 
difticulties  which  in  the  present  situation  of  aftairs  embarrass  navigation  have 
raised  the  price  of  freight  to  such  a  degree  that  several  masters  of  ships  have  en- 
tirely refused  to  navigate  towards  the  south,  considering  that  they  could  not  expose 
themselves  to  execute  the  commissions  of  the  said  merchants  in  grain  without  run- 
ning the  risk  of  being  seized  and  taken,  which  became  extremely  prejudicial  to  the 
corn,  which  is  liable  to  take  hurt  and  corrupt ;  from  whence  it  must  necessarily  result, 
that  for  want  of  sales  the  petitioners  see  themselves  on  one  hand  deprived  of  a  rea- 
sonable profit,  and  on  the  other  find  themselves  forced  to  keep  their  grain  in  their 
magazines  for  a  longer  space  of  time,  while,  moreover,  the  importation  by  the  Baltic, 
which  diminishes  by  this  means  considerably,  can  not  fail  also  to  give  to  this  branch 
of  commerce,  so  interesting  for  the  republic  a  most  sensible  blow,  to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  the  petitioners  as  well  as  to  the  agriculture  of  these  provinces,  the  advantage 
of  which  increases  in  proportion  to  the  augmentation  of  the  export  of  corn. 

For  these  causes  the  petitioners  address  themselves  in  all  humanity  to  your  high 
mightinesses,  respectfully  praying  that,  according  to  your  known  wisdom  and  fore- 
sight, it  may  please  your  high  mightinesses  to  grant  them  a  remedy,  and  grant  them 
a  protection  as  ]>rompt  as  convenient  to  commerce  and  to  the  navigation  of  the  pe- 
titioners, to  the  end  that  their  vessels  loaded  with  corn  may,  without  any  impedi- 
ment, make  sail  toward  all  places  that  are  free.  The  petitioners,  on  their  part,  will 
be  zealous  to  second  vigorously  all  the  measures  which  in  this  respect  your  high 
mightinesses  may  judge  convenient  and  necessary." 

The  secoud  of  tbe  petitions  contains  as  follows : 

To  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  our  lords  the  States  of  the  Province  of  Holland  and 

of  West  Friesland: 
"The  undersigned,  merchants,  dealing  chiefly  in  grain  at  the  exchange  of  the  corn 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  give  respectfully  to  understand,  that  to  the  end 
to  preserve  and  maintain  this  branch  of  commerce,  so  important  for  them,  they  had 
found  it  of  the  last  necessity  to  address  themselves,  by  the  way  of  a  petition,  to  their 
high  mightinesses  the  States-General  of  the  United  Provinces,  tending  to  request  a 
prompt,  convenient,  and  sufficient  protection  in  favor  of  their  navigation,  for  the 
reasons  more  fully  particularized  m  the  said  petition,  of  which  they  take  the  liberty 
to  annex  a  copy,  humbly  requesting  your  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  to  cast  a 
propitious  eye  upon  the  address  of  the  petitioners,  and  to  be  so  good  as  to  favor  it 
with  your  powerful  protection,  that  they  may  be  at  length  remedied  against  the  un-r 
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just  vexations  iind  the  ruiiioiis  Beiziire  of  their  ships,  and  ai^ainst  all  the  shackles 
which  have  been  put  upon  their  commerce,  while  the  petitioners,  ou  their  part,  oft'er 
to  concur  with  all  their  hearts  and  with  zeal  in  all  convenient  measures  which  in 
this  respect  j'our  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  shall  judge  to  be  necessary  to  come 
at  the  end  proposed." 

Hamburg,  May  '26. — They  write  from  Stockholm  that  the  court  of  Sweden  had  pos- 
itively accepted  the  plan  of  an  armed  neutrality  proposed  by  Russia,  and  gisen  or- 
ders to  equip  six  more  ships  of  the  liuc,  so  that  at  present  the  naval  forces  of  Sweden, 
like  those  of  Denmark,  consist  in  ten  ships  of  the  line  and  six  frigates,  whereof  six 
ships  of  the  line  are  ready  to  make  sail  from  the  pjrt  of  Carlscroon. 

We  learn  from  the  Sound  that,  the  21st  of  this  mouth  the  Knglish  ship  the  Chat- 
ham, of  Hfty  guns,  commanded  by  Captain  G.  Altan,  was  arrived  there,  as  well  as 
the  frigates  the  Siren,  the  Lizard,  and  the  Lynx,  under  the  command  of  the  captains 
Dodde,  Parry,  and  Britton,  of  twenty-four  and  twenty  guns.  The  cutters  the  Busisy, 
Captain  Coaths,  of  twelve  guns,  and  the  Frederick,  C.  Pasechall,  of  eight.  These  two 
last  have  sustained  in  the  North  Sea  a  brisk  action  with  two  French  cutters,  one  of 
which  was  named  the  Alexander,  of  fourteen  guns,  which  they  have  conducted  to  the 
Sound.  It  is  not  known  what  is  become  of  the  other  prize,  which  they  think  is  sunk 
or  carried  to  Norway. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Dumas.* 

Passy,  June  5,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  gentleman  whose  name  you  wished  to  know,  in  one 
of  yonr  late  letters,  is  M,  Westhuysen  echevin  et  conseiller  de  la  viUe  de 
Earlem,  I  shall  probably  send  an  order  to  that  place  for  some  of  the 
types  of  which  you  have  sent  me  the  prices  he/ore  I  leave  Eunrpe.  I 
think  them  very  good,  and  not  dear. 

A  Dutch  ship,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Littledale  &  Co.,  of  IJotterdam, 
being  brought  into  France  as  having  an  English  cargo  on  board,  I  have 
followed  your  opinion  with  regard  to  the  condemnation  of  the  cargo, 
which  I  think  the  more  right,  as  the  English  have  in  the  West  Indies 
confiscated  several  of  our  cargoes  found  in  Dutch  ships.  But,  to  show- 
respect  to  the  declaration  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  1  have  written  to 
the  owners  of  our  privateers  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  judgment,  for  your  use,  if  you  hear  of  any  complaint. 
I  approve  much  of  the  principles  of  the  confederacy  of  the  neutral  pow- 
ers, and  am  not  only  for  respecting  the  ships  as  the  house  of  a  friend, 
though  containing  the  goods  of  an  enemy,  but  I  even  wish,  for  the  sake 
of  humanity,  that  the  law  of  nations  may  be  further  improved  by  de- 
termining that,  even  in  time  of  war,  all  those  kinds  of  people  who  are 
employed  in  procuring  subsistence  for  the  species,  or  in  exchanging  the 
necessaries  or  conveniences  of  life  which  are  for  the  common  lenefit  of 
mankind— such    as    husbandmen  on  their  lands,  fishermen   in   their 

*  Franklin  Letter  Book,  Dep.  of  State:  2  Sparks' Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  108,  with  verbal 
changes;  8  Sparks'  Franklin,  4G(i. 
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barks,  and  traders  in  unarmed  vessels— shall  be  permitted  to  prose- 
cute their  several  innocent  and  useful  employments  without  interrup- 
tion or  molestation,  and  nothing  taken  from  them  even  when  wanted 
by  an  enemy,  but  on  paying  a  fair  price  for  the  same. 

I  think  you  have  done  well  to  print  the  letter  of  Clinton ;  *  for,  though 
I  have  myself  had  suspicions  whether  some  parts  of  it  were  really  writ- 
ten by  him,  yet  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  facts  stated,  and  think  the  piece 
valuable,  as  giving  a  true  account  of  the  state  of  British  and  American 
affairs  in  that  quarter.  On  the  whole,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  letter 
written  by  a  general  who  did  not  approve  of  the  expedition  he  was 
sent  upon  ;  who  had  no  o])inion  of  the  judgment  of  those  who  drew  up 
his  instructions ;  who  had  observed  that  the  preceding  commanders- 
Gage,  Burgoyne,  Keppel,  and  the  Howes— had  all  been  censured  by 
the  ministers  for  having  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  execute  injudi- 
cious instructions  with  unequal  force;  and  he  therefore  wrote  such  a 
letter  not  merely  to  give  the  information  contained  in  it,  but  to  be  pro- 
duced in  his  vindication  when  he  might  be  recalled,  and  his  want  of 
success  charged  upon  him  as  a  crime;    though  in  truth,  owing  to  the 

•General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  born  in  1738,  wa3  the  son  of  Admiral  George  Clin- 
ton, who  was  governor  of  New  York  from  1741  to  1754,  and  was  the  grandson  of 
Francis  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  tlioreforo  closely  related  to  the  family  of  tlie  ducal  house 
of  Newcastle.     General  Clinton  began  his  military  service  in  New  York  when  his 
father  was  governor.   He  served  in  Europe  during  the  seven  years'  war ;  became  major- 
general  in  1772;  took  command   in  Boston  in  May,  1775,  and  had  general  command 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  where  he  so  greatly  distinguished  himself  that  he  was 
made  a  local  lieutenant-general  in  September,  1775,  and  a  local  general  in  January, 
1776.    In  the  last  year  he  was  sent  to  America  again  with  re-enforcements,  and  a  com- 
mission to  act  as  second  in  command  to  Sir  William  Howe.     He  reached  Staten  Island 
with  three  thousand  men  in  August,  1776,  and  played  so  great  a  part  in  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  on  16th  August,  and  in  the  capture  of  New  York  on  15th  September,  that 
be  was  promoted  lieutenant-general  and  made  a  knight  of  the  Bath  in  the  following 
year.     Sir  William  Howe  returned  to  England  in  May,  1778,  and  Clinton  became  com- 
piandcr-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  North  America.     He  at  once  evacuated  Philadelphia 
and  concentrated  at  New  York,  and  pursued  a  policy  of  sending  out  predatory  expe- 
'ditions  and  not  attempting  military  operations.     These  were  all  successful,  and  oije 
expedition,  in  May,  1779,  under  Major-General  Mathew,  alone  destroyed  property 
worth  £:300,00()  on  the  Chesapeake  River.     But  Clinton  wa^  not  happy  ;  Lord  Corn- 
wallis.  his  second  in  command,  held  a  dormant  commission  to  succeed  him,  a  circuqi- 
stance  which  aU/ays  arouses  distrust,  and  he  would  form  large  military  plans,  which 
were  repugnant  to  the  instincts  of  Clinton,  and  whicli  he  knew  he  had  not  sufHcieut 
force  to  carry  into  execution.     However,  in  December,  1779,  he  agreed  to  go  to  the 
southern  States,   and   in   January,   1780,   he  took  Charleston,  in  conjunction  with 
Admiral  Marriott  Arbuthnot,  with  six  thousand  prisoners  and  four  hundred  guns,  with 
^  loss  to  his  own  army  of  only  seventy-nine  kill-d  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
wounded.     Clinton  then  returned  to  New  York  and  left  Cornwallis  to  operate  in  the 
south,  and  the  younger  general  in  1781  made  the  famous  march  which  ended    in  the 
capitulation  of  Yorktown,  and  the  final  loss  of    the  American   Colonies.     (H.  M. 
Stephens  in  Leslie  Stephens'  Diet,  of  Biog.)     He  resigned  his  command  in  1781,  and 
on  his  return  was  cordially  received  at  court,  and  in  1794  was  appointed  governor  of 
Gibraltar,  at  which  post  he  died  in  December,  1795.— See   infra,  Adams  to  Dumas, 
June  6,  1780. 
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folly  of  the  ministers  who  had  ordered  him  on  impracticable  projects, 
and  persisted  in  them,  notwithstanding-  his  faithful  informations,  with- 
out furnishin*^'  the  necessary  number  of  troops  he  had  demanded.  In 
this  view  much  of  the  letter  may  be  accounted  for  without  supposing 
it  fictitious;  and  therefore,  if  not  genuine,  it  is  ingeniously  written. 
But  you  will  easily  conceive  that,  if  the  state  of  public  facts  it  contains 
were  known  in  America  to  be  false,  such  a  publication  there  would 
have  been  absurd,  and  of  no  possible  use  to  the  cause  of  the  country. 
I  have  written  to  M.  Neufville  concerning  the  bills  you  mention.  I 
have  no  orders  or  advice  about  them,  know  nothing  of  them,  and  there- 
fore can  not  prudently  meddle  with  them ;  especially  as  the  funds  in 
my  power  are  not  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  the  Congress  bills  for 
interest  and  other  inevitable  demands.  He  desired  to  know  whether  I 
would  engage  to  reimburse  him  if  he  should  accept  and  pay  them  ;  but 
as  I  know  not  the  amount  of  them,  I  can  not  enter  into  any  such  en- 
gagement ;  for  though,  if  they  are  genuine  Congress  bills,  I  am  per- 
suaded all  possible  care  will  be  taken  by  Congress  to  provide  for  their 
punctual  payment,  yet  there  are  so  many  accidents,  by  which  remit- 
tances are  delayed  or  intercepted  in  the  time  of  war,  that  I  dare  not 
hazard  for  these  new  bills  the  possibility  of  being  rendered  unable  to 
pay  the  others. 

With  great  esteem,  I  am,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 


Adams  to  Dumas.* 

Paris,  June  0, 1780. 

Sir  :  I  thank  you  for  j'our  letter  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  21st  of 
May,  and  for  your  kind  congratulations  on  my  arrival  here. 

Mr.  Brown,  with  whom  you  took  your  walks  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Paris,  has  been  gone  from  liome  some  weeks  on  his  way  hence.  I  should 
have  had  much  pleasure  if  I  had  been  one  of  the  party.  I  have  rambled 
in  most  of  the  scenes  round  this  city  and  find  them  very  pleasant,  but 
much  more  indebted  to  art  than  to  nature.  Philadelphia,  in  the  pur- 
lieus of  which,  as  well  as  those  of  Baltimore  and  Yorktown,  I  have  often 
sought  health  and  pleasure  in  the  same  way  in  company  with  our  ven- 
erable secretary,  Charles  Thomson,  will  in  future  time,  when  the  arts 
shall  have  established  their  empire  in  the  New  World,  become  much 
more  striking.  But  Boston  above  all,  around  which  I  have  much  oftener 
wandered  in  company  with  another  venerable  character  little  known  in 
Europe,  but  to  whose  virtues  and  public  merits  in  the  cause  of  man- 
kind history  will  do  justice,  will  one  day  present  scenes  of  grandein- 
and  beauty  superior  to  any  other  place  1  have  yet  seen. 

The  letter  of  General  Clinton,  when  I  transmitted  it  to  you,  was  not 

*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  304. 
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suspected  to  be  an  iinpositiou.  There  are  some  circumstauces  which  are 
sufficient  to  raise  a  question,  but  I  thinli  none  of  them  are  conclusive, 
and  upon  the  whole  L  have  little  doubt  of  its  authenticity.  I  shall  be 
much  mortitied  if  it  proves  a  fiction,  not  on  account  of  the  importance 
of  the  letter,  but  the  stain  that  a  practice  so  disingenuous  will  bring 
upon  America.  When  I  first  left  America  such  a  fiction,  with  all  its 
ingenuity,  would  have  ruined  the  reputation  of  the  author  of  it  if  dis- 
covered, aiul  I  think  that  both  he  and  the  printer  would  have  been  pun- 
ished. With  all  the  freedom  of  our  presses,  I  really  think  that  not  only 
the  government  but  the  populace  would  have  resented  it.  I  have  had 
opportunities  of  an  extensive  ac(iuaintauce  with  the  Americans,  and  I 
must  say,  in  justice  to  my  countrymen,  that  I  know  not  a  man  that  I 
think  capable  of  a  forgery  at  once  so  able  and  so  base.  Truth  is  iiuleed 
resi^ected  in  America,  and  so  gross  an  affront  to  her  I  hope  will  uot,  and 
I  think  can  not,  go  unpunished. 

Whether  it  is  genuine  or  uot,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  facts, 
in  general;  and  I  have  reasons  to  believe  that  if  the  secret  correspond- 
ence of  Bernard,  Hutchinson,  Gage,  Howe,  and  Clinton  could  all  be 
brought  to  light  the  world  would  be  equally  surprised  at  the  whole 
thread  of  it.  The  British  administration  and  their  servants  have  car- 
ried toward  us  from  the  beginning  a  system  of  duplicity  in  the  conduct 
of  American  affairs  that  will  appear  infamous  to  the  public  whenever  it 
shall  be  known. 

You  have  seen  Rodney's  account  of  the  battle  of  the  17th  of  A[)ril. 
The  scepter  of  the  ocean  is  not  to  be  maintained  by  such  actions  as 
this,  and  Byron's  and  Keppel's.  They  must  make  themselves  more 
terrible  upon  the  ocean  to  preserve  its  dominion.  Their  empire  is 
founded  only  in  fear — no  nation  loves  it.  We  have  no  news. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Landais.* 

Passy,  June  7,  1780. 
Sir  :  1  received  yours  of  the  29th  past,  and  after  the  manner  in  which 
you  quitted  the  ship,  my  clear  and  positive  refusal  of  replacing  you, 
contained  in  mine  of  March  the  12th  and  my  furnishing  you  with  a  con- 
siderable sum  to  enable  you  to  go  to  America  for  a  trial,  I  am  surprised 
to  find  you  at  L'Orient,  when  I  thought  you  had  long  since  been  on  your 
voyage,  and  to  be  told  that  "you  had  been  waiting  ever  since  your  ar- 
rival there  for  my  orders  to  retake  the  command  of  the  Alliance,''^  when 
I  had  never  before  heard  of  your  being  there  or  giving  you  the  least 
expectation  of  the  kind.  The  whole  aftair  between  us  will  be  laid 
before  our  superiors,  who  will  judge  justly  of  the  consistency  and  pro- 
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priety  of  your  couduct  and  of  miue.     I  waive,  therefore,  any  further  dis- 
pute with  you.     But  I  charge  you  not  to  meddle  with  the  command  of 
the  Alliance,  or  create  any  disturbances    on  board  her,   as  you   will 
answer  the  contrary  at  your  peril. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc. 


Report    of   a    Committee    of  Congress    respecting    a    Conference    with    the 

French  Minister.* 

In  Congress,  Jmie  7,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minister  of  France  on 
the  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  for  the  forces  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty  and  on  other  matters,  report : 

That  the  minister  of  France  has  communicated  to  your  committee 
that,  as  M.  de  Corney,  commissary  of  the  troops  of  his  most  Christian 
majesty,  will  go  into  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  procure  some  supplies, 
it  wonld  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive  there  an  advance  of  money 
from  these  United  States,  either  in  Continental  bills  or  the  bills  of  that 
State,  to  be  replaced  in  specie  on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  from  France, 
and  the  minister  engages  that  the  moneys  which  shall  be  so  advanced 
by  these  United  States  to  M.  de  Corney,  shall  be  replaced  in  specie  as 
above  mentioned. 

Upon  which  communication  your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  the  following  resolution,  viz  : 

That  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  receive,  on  account  of  these  United  States,  out  of  the 
moneys  raised  by  that  State  more  than  sufficient  to  discharge  the  drafts 
heretofore  made  by  Congress  and  to  comply  with  the  requisition  of 
Congress  of  the  20th  of  last  month,  or  out  of  the  bills  that  shall  be  com- 
pleted and  lodged  in  the  Continental  loan  office  in  that  State  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
18th  of  March  last,$l,200,000  of  the  bills  now  in  circulation,  or  $30,000 
of  the  bills  last  mentioned,  or  a  proportion  of  each,  on  the  application 
of  M.  de  Corney,  commissary  of  the  troops  in  the  service  of  his  most 
Christian  majesty,  and  advance  the  same  to  him,  taking  his  receipt 
therefor,  to  replace  the  same  in  specie  in  the  treasury  of  these  United 
States  when  required  by  Congress ;  said  receipts  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  treasury  board  as  soon  as  may  be. 
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Neufville  &  Son  to  Jay.* 

Amsterdam,  June  8, 1780. 

May  it  please  your  excellency  that,  in  conformity  with  what  we  have 
informed  yon,  we  had  eng'aged  for  the  acceptance  of  some  of  the  bills 
drawn  on  Henry  Laurens,  commissioner  for  the  United  States  of  North 
America  residing  in  Amsterdam,  since  nothing  being  heard  again  [sic] 
we  accepted  those  on  the  first  instant  by  absence,  and  we  hope  your 
excellency,  as  well  as  Dr.  Franklin,  may  approve  of  our  proceeding, 
and  of  the  method  we  have  proposed  for  our  reimbursement  in  case 
Mr.  Laurens  may  not  appear,  or  that  they  should  not  be  provided  for 
in  time.  Certain  it  is  that  those  bills  should  be  honored  for  the  credit 
of  America.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  a  mercantile 
house  to  stand  for  the  whole;  and  the  measure  proposed  may  make  it 
easy,  since  the  sums  will  not  be  so  large  but  that  tliey  may  be  easily 
provided  for  in  Spain  and  France  by  the  plenipotentiary  ministers. 
And  for  ourselves  we  only  want  to  be  properly  empotvered  to  draw 
again  for  any  sums  we  may  accept.  As  there  was  no  time  to  get  the 
matter  previously  adjusted,  we  will  go  on  and  see  how  our  plan  may  be 
agreed  to  and  approved  of. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  always,  witli  the  most  devoted  regard,  etc., 

John  de  NEtiFviLLE  &  Son. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  June  10,  1780. 

Sir:  We  read,  under  the  liead  of  Hamburg,  of  the  20th  of  May,  that 
the  project  of  a  confederation,  armed  for  the  maintenance  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  neutral  powers,  appears  every  day  to  assume  more  con- 
sistency. The  fleet  armed  in  Eussia  for  the  protection  of  her  neutrality 
and  of  her  commerce  is  composed  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  four  frig- 
ates, and  a  large  number  of  smaller  vessels.  Their  orders  are  to 
sweep  not  only  the  Baltic  Sea  but  the  Swedish  Sea  and  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Archangel  of  all  the  corsairs  of  the  belligerent  powers.  They 
assure  us  at  the  same  time  that  orders  are  given  to  equip  at  Revel 
and  at  Archangel  a  second  fleet  of  twenty  ships  of  the  line;  Sweden 
arms  ten  and  six  frigates.  She  will  send  out  at  first  but  four  of  the 
former;  the  six  others  will  remain  at  Carlscroon,  but  in  a  condition  to 
sail  at  the  first  signal.  They  are  busy  in  Denmark  in  arming  a  like 
number.    They  assure  us  even  that  there  are  orders  to  augment  it. 

The  opinion  the  most  general  is  that  the  powers  which  are  to  enter 
into  the  armed  neutrality  will  confine  themselves  at  first  to  make  their 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State  4  Spark's  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,209,  with  yariations  and  omissions. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  .3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  122. 
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navigation  to  be  respected,  ami  will  not  appear  as  mediators  but  when 
they  shall  see  that  the  fate  of  arms  shall  make  the  balance  incline  too 
much  to  one  side  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  other.  It  will  be  then 
that  they  will  intervene  for  a  re-establishment  of  the  equilibrium  by 
moderating  the  too  excessive  pretensions  of  some,  and  by  repairing  the 
losses  which  the  misfortune,  the  negligence,  or  the  unskillful ness  of 
others  shall  have  occasioned  them.  One  does  not  know  which  we  ought 
to  admire  most,  the  immutability  of  the  English  in  the  midst  of  all  the 
movements  which  they  excite,  or  the  movements  themselves,  which 
they  are  no  doubt  themselves  astonished  to  have  excited.  This  recalls 
the  saying  of  an  Englishman,  who,  seeing  a  magnificent  chapel  built 
for  the  accomplishment  of  a  vow  made  in  the  midst  of  a  battle,  cried, 
"  When  the  emperor  made  this  great  vow  he  had  great  fear."  Is  it  not 
astonishing  that  the  most  formidable  maritime  powers  of  Europe  should 
have  beli<n-ed  their  rights  so  much  in  danger  as  to  make  it  their  duty 
to  confederate  against  the  arbitrary  pretensions  of  England  ?  It  would 
be  much  more  astonishing  if  she  should  be  able  to  realize  them  ;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  presumed. 

Under  the  head  of  Italy,  Genoa,  the  10th  of  May,  we  read : 

They  write  from  Trieste  tliattbey  are  actively  employed  there  iu  arniiuo-  a  company 
of  commerce  for  the  East  Indies.  The  grant  (charter,  patent,  octroi)  is  very  soon  to 
appear  in  print,  that  every  one  may  have  shares  in  it  and  have  a  part  in  the  advan- 
tages that  shall  result,  from  it.  As  it  is  of  importance  to  our  court  that  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country  should  be  transported  to  foreigners,  this  company  will  obtain 
all  the  privileges  necessary  to  put  it  upon  a  flourishing  footing.  They  are  taking  all 
possible  measures  that  the  funds  advanced  should  produce  to  the  proprietors  a  con- 
siderable interest.  Austria  proposes  to  observe  the  most  exact  neutrality  with  all  the 
maritime  powers  and  to  form  alli.ances  with  the  states  of  Barbary.  In  the  mean 
time,  that  we  may  have  nothing  to  fear  from  these  last,  our  vessels  will  be  partly 
armed  for  war  and  partly  loaded  with  merchandises. 

A  sensible  letter  from  London  (real  or  fictitious,  I  know  not)  says: 

The  armed  neutrality  engages  still  the  attention  of  our  court.  We  do  not  cease 
to  dread  here  that  it  will  have  melancholy  consequences.  If  some  persons  flatter 
themselves  that  it  may  lead  to  peace,  others  think  that  we  can  not  make  an  advan- 
tageous one.  France  and  Spain  appear  determined  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until 
they  shall  have  taken  away  from  us  the  empire  of  the  seas  and  rendered  commerce 
and  navigation  free.  We  are  not  ignorant  that  the  wish  of  Europe  is  in  their  favor, 
and  the  armed  neutrality  has  sufficiently  demonstrated  it.  Our  ministry,  well  con- 
vinced that  it  is  upon  a  superiority  at  sea  that  depends  the  safety  of  our  posessions 
in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  will  neglect  nothing  to  preserve  it.  But  it  is  at 
least  necessary  that,  by  a  prudent  conduct  toward  the  neutral  powers,  we  should 
engage  them  to  i)ermit  us  to  enjoy  it.  The  part  which  we  act  can  not  but  alienate 
them.     Far  from  retracting,  we  go  directly  on. 

According  to  the  account  of  the  officers  arrived  in  the  cartel  ship  the 
Sartine,  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Hughes,  in  its  passage  from  Europe 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  suffered  considerable  losses,  which  have 
very  much  diminished  it.  They  are  persuaded  that  it  has  not  suffered 
less  in  its  route  to  the  Indies,  during  which  it  has  had  constantly  con- 
trary winds,  and  that  it  has  been  scarcely  able  to  land  in  Asia  a  number 
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of  troops  sufQcient  to  put  the  Englisli  forces  therein  tlie  condition  they 
were  in  before  the  war.  Admiral  Hughes  had  said  to  the  governor  of 
the  cape  that  his  orders  were  to  go  and  attack  Manilla.  But  it  is  most 
probable  that,  at  his  arrival  at  Madras,  he  found  himself  in  an  impos- 
sibility of  undertaking  anything  this  year.  He  has  not  a  sufiicient 
number  of  troops  with  him,  and  far  from  being  able  to  take  any  in  India, 
those  already  there  are  suflicieutly  occupied  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
country,  and  have  occasion  for  re-enforcements.  Nadgiskan,  general  of 
the  Emperor  of  Mogul,  threatens  them  iu  Bengal.  The  Marattas  dis- 
turb them  at  Bombay  ;  and  Hyder  Aly  Khan  upon  the  coast  of  Coro- 
mandel.  The  English,  troubled  in  their  own  possessions,  have  more 
cause  to  think  of  preserving  them  than  of  attempting  elsewhere  expe- 
ditions that  would  weaken  them. 

The  last  letters  from  the  gold  coast  of  Africa  contain  the  following 
details : 

One  of  our  outforts,  called  Snccoudde,  lias  been  attacked  some  time  since  by  a 
French  frigate,  of  forty  guns.  Slie  cast  anchor  in  the  bay  within  cannon  shot  of  the 
fort,  which  was  falling  in  rnins,  defended  solely  by  some  pieces  of  artillery  almost 
out  of  a  condition  for  service,  and  iu  which  was  a  garrison  of  four  men,  to  wit,  the 
commandant,  one  sergeant,  and  two  soldiers,  whicli  in  such  a  condition  could  not 
make  a  long  resistance.  Nevertheless,  before  they  surrendered  they  killed  six  Freucli- 
ineu  and  wounded  twelve.  The  sergeant  of  the  fort  was  killed  ;  and  the  command- 
ant, seeing  that  the  enemy  had  effected  their  lauding  with  two  hundred  men,  saved 
himself  by  retreating  back  into  the  country.  The  French  liave  derived  neither  honor 
nor  profit  from  the  expedition  ;  they  have  found  nothing  but  the  eflects  of  the  com- 
mandant, valued  at  £800  sterling,  which  they  destroyed.  The  fort  contained 
nothing  valuable.  They  spiked  tlie  cannon,  which  they  found  upon  carriages,  and 
broke  off  the  trunnions;  after  which  they  went  off  without  attemptiug  anything 
against  the  other  forts.  The  same  letters  add  that  the  governor  of  Cape  Coast  Castle, 
and  those  of  the  other  forts,  were  preparing  to  quit  a  service  in  which  they  could 
not  long  remain,  the  company  having  stopped  the  arrearages  which  were  due  to 
them,  as  well  as  to  those  in  general  who  have  been  employed  since  the  month  of 
December,  1778,  and  having  refused  to  reimburse  them  the  sums  which  they  have 
advanced  out  of  their  pockets  for  the  maintenance  of  the  forts  of  the  government, 
and  which  amount  to  half  of  their  private  fortunes.  By  a  conduct  so  unjust,  and  with- 
out example,  the  principal  oflicers  find  themselves  ruined,  and  the  Inferior  officers 
and  soldiers  are  dying  with  hunger.  There  was  scarcely  an  English  vessel  upon  the 
coast,  and  the  price  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life  Avere  raistnl  more  than  a  hundred  per 
hundred.  What  defense  could  be  made  by  people  in  such  a  situation  if  attacked  by 
the  French,  who  burn  with  a  desire  of  forming  an  establishment  upon  that  coast. 

The  losses  in  Africa  are  considerable,  and  the  English  are  threatened 
with  more  considerable  in  India,  where  the  natives  of  tiie  country  be- 
gin to  be  weary  of  the  vexation  of  foreigners,  who  come  from  Europe  to 
subject  them  to  the  yoke.  Tbe  Emperor  of  Mogul  threatens  them  in 
Bengal,  the  Marattas  at  Bombay,  and  the  famous  Hyder  Aly  upon  the 
coast  of  Coromandel,  and  the  domestic  troubles  which  have  arisen  iu 
the  bosom  of  their  establishments  may  put  them  out  of  a  condition  to 
defend  them.  All  Europe  prays  for  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  and  waits 
with  impatience  the  effects  of  the  union  of  the  maritime  powers,  which 
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must  put  a  bridle  upon  the  violent  aud  arbitrary  proceedings  of  tlie 
English. 

On  tlie  18th  aud  19th  of  May  there  were  warm  debates  in  the  House 
of  Commons  of  Ireland,  where  the  patriotic  party  carried  a  duty  of  12 
shillings  per  quintal  on  sugars  imported  from  England.  On  the  22d  it 
was  resolved  by  an  hundred  and  forty  voices  against  eighteen  that  a 
bill  should  be  brought  in  for  the  punishment  of  mutiny  and  desertion 
and  to  establish  better  regulations  ibr  the  land  forces.  This  is  a  decisive 
measure,  and  if  it  is  admitted,  it  concedes  the  principle  that  the  British 
Parliament  has  no  authority  over  Ireland. 

Hague.  June  4. — M.  de  Nowicoflf,  secretary'  of  the  Prince  de  Gallitzin,  envoy  extraor- 
dinary of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  being  returned  here  the  1st  of  this  mouth  at  night 
from  Fetersburgh,  where  he  has  been  as  express  some  weeks  ago,  the  Priuce  de  Gal- 
litzin had  the  next  day  a  conference  with  some  members  of  government.  A  second 
express,  sent  to  Petersburgh  by  the  same  minister  about  the  middle  of  April,  returned 
last  night.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  the  despatches  which  they  bring  will  contribute 
to  accelerate  the  execution  of  the  project  of  an  armed  neutrality,  for  which  her 
Imperial  majesty  continues  to  testify  the  most  favorable  dispositions,  provided  that 
the  other  neutral  powers  act  readily  in  concert  with  her. 

The  merchants  of  Dort  and  Rotterdam  have  followed  the  example  of  those  of  Am- 
sterdam, by  presenting  on  the '2d  a  petition  to  the  States-General  to  the  eud  to  suppli- 
cate them  to  hasten  the  equipment  of  the  vessels  which  it  has  been  resolved  to  arm, 
and  to  give  to  commerce  the  effectual  enjoyment  of  the  protection  of  the  state.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ordiuance  projected  to  accelerate  this  equipment,  "  no  merchant  vessel  be- 
longing to  the  subjects  of  the  republic  can  put  to  sea  without  voluntarily  delivering 
to  the  college  of  the  admiralty  at  least  the  third  man  of  her  crew,  under  penalty  of  600 
florins  per  head  upon  the  captains  aud  freighters  of  the  vessel,  which  shall  attempt  to 
go  out  without  having  made  the  said  delivery."  It  will  not,  however,  take  place  but 
twice  a  year,  viz,  the  two  first  voyages  which  a  vessel  shall  make  ;  aud  from  this  will 
be  excepted  those  upon  which  there  shall  be  but  two  men  besides  the  master,  the  ves- 
sels employed  in  the  different  fisheries,  the  ships  of  the  East  India  Company,  and 
those  of  the  West  Indies;  in  fine,  the  foreign  vessels  manned  with  crews  of  their  own 
nation,  etc. 

Ajnil  21,  1780.— It  happened  that  the  French  privateer  the  Spring,  commanded  by 
Capt.  John  Hue,  and  mounted  with  four  guns,  which  had  anchored  in  the  road  of 
Helvoetsluys,  put  to  sea  in  company  with  some  Dutch  vessels  bound  to  the  Green- 
land fishery.  Three  Scotch  coal  vessels  put  to  sea  at  the  same  time,  and  soon  after 
two  others,  somewhat  larger.  The  three  largest  having  come  just  opposite  the  point 
of  Westlaud,  the  French  privateer,  which  was  uot  at  a  distance  of  more  than  four  yards 
from  the  shore,  opposite  the  Cape  of  the  Isle  of  Goree,  wore  round  to  return  into 
port;  the  three  coal  vessels,  perceiviug  it,  made  the  same  maneuver,  and  bore  down 
upon  the  French  privatoer,  upon  which  the  latter,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer 
the  coast,  and  passing  along  very  near  it  under  the  city  of  Goree,  to  enter  into  the 
port,  they  began  to  fire  upon  him  with  ball,  and  they  continued  to  caunouade  him 
incessantly,  although  this  little  vessel,  which  in  truth  carried  French  colors,  did  not 
answer  them  with  more  than  one  gun.  They  pursued  him  quite  up  to  the  light- 
house of  Goree  only  at  the  distance  of  about  six  yards  (I  suppose  ship's  yards)  west  of 
the  idace,  where  they  forced  her  to  run  ashore.  The  vessel  was  there  stopped  upon 
the  sand,  and  the  crew,  crawling  along  upon  the  bowsprit  in  the  sea,  saved  them- 
selves at  laud.  Meantime  the  three  coalmen  did  not  cease  to  fire  upon  the  little 
privateer,  without  regarding  even  a  large  number  ot  workmen  who  were  about  their 
business  on  shore;  so  that  the  bullets  passed  through  the  midst  of  these  people  and 
ju8t  over  their  heads,  and  they  were  very  happy  to  run  off  aud  save  themselves  in 
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the  Downs.  The  three  coalmen,  not  content  to  liave  pnshed  thus  far  their  enterprise, 
continued  not  only  to  lire  upon  the  privateer  stopped  in  the  sand  without  any  crew, 
but  in  line  they  came  to  anchor  at  the  distance  of  about  forty  y.ards  from  this  vessel, 
while  the  two  smaller  coalmen  were  come  out  of  the  Bay  of  Hclvoetslnys  and  were 
under  sail  near  and  round  it,  firinjf  upon  it  until  noon,  when  the  tide  began  to  set 
afloat  the  privateer  which  had  been  stopped  for  two  hours.  Then  the  English  went  on 
board  with  their  boats,  took  down  the  French  flag,  took  the  vessel  off  the  shore,  and 
attached  her,  broadside  and  broadside,  to  the  largest  of  the  coalmen.  They  took 
away  from  her  many  effects,  under  the  eyes  of  the  Dutch  coasting  pilots,  who,  having 
asked  in  English  what  was  their  design  in  regard  to  the  privateer,  and  having 
cautioned  them  to  take  care  what  they  did,  the  captain  of  the  largest  of  tlie  coalmen 
answered,  "We  will  take  her — we  are  also  privateers." 

Their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  the  States  of  Holland  and  West  Friesland,  after 
having  stated  these  circumstances  to  the  States-General,  have  adopted  in  their  re- 
port—"That  they  considered  tliis  excessive  audacity  of  the  English  or  Scotch  coal- 
men as  a  manifest  and  voluntary  violation  of  the  territory  of  the  republic,  accom- 
panied with  circumstances  the  most  aggravated,  as  having  been  committed  in  going 
out  of  a  harbor  of  this  country,  and  in  a  place  where  it  could  not  be  doubtful  that 
they  were  within  reach  of  the  cannon  of  the  shore,  since  their  own  balls  reached  the 
land  without  the  least  provocation  from  the  French  privateer,  which  did  not  fire  a 
single  gun  ;  so  that  this  action  of  the  coalmen  has  had  no  other  cause  than  a  pre- 
meditated hostility,  whilst  there  was  not  the  least  reason  to  fear  that  the  privateer 
after  having  got  to  sea,  would  interrupt  one  of  them,  considering  that  the  attack  was 
begun  on  their  part  in  the  very  moment  when  the  privateer  had  t.acked  about  to 
quit  the  open  sea  and  return  into  port,  besides  tliat  he  was  pursued  for  two  hours 
after  that  he  was  indubitably  aground  ni)on  the  shore,  and  that  the  enterprise  was 
finished  by  taking  aw.iy  the  French  privateer  from  the  Dutch  shore,  contrary  to  the 
exhortation  and  warnings  of  the  coasting  pilots.  That  in  the  judgment  of  their  noble 
and  grand  mightinesses  the  States-General  had  not  only  a  right  to  complain  of  the 
insolence  so  excessive  on  the  part  of  the  English  or  Scotch  masters,  which  their  high 
mightinesses  admit  into  the  ports  of  the  republic,  but  that  they  can  not  even  sufier 
them  without  wounding  the  neutrality  which  they  have  embraced  in  the  present 
troubles,  and  without  prejudicing  the  dignity,  the  sovereignty,  and  the  independence 
of  the  state  ;  and  having  been  under  obligation  eftectually  to  have  opposed  and  hin- 
dered them  even  by  force,  if  they  could  have  been  informed  in  time  of  these  vio- 
lences, they  can  not  excuse  themselves  from  demanding,  in  a  manner  the  most  serious, 
the  vessel  which  was  taken,  and  from  demanding  from  his  Britannic  majesty  a  suit- 
able satisfaction  for  this  conduct  of  his  subjects." 

After  this  report  the  States-General  have  resolved,  the  loth  of  May,  "That  advice 
of  these  facts  should  be  sent  to  the  Count  de  Welderen,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  of  their  high  mightinesses  at  the  British  court,  by  sending  him  copies 
of  the  depositions,  joined  to  the  letter  of  the  receiver-general  of  the  customs  of  their 
noble  and  grand  mightinesses  in  the  country  of  Voorne,  dated  the  4th  day  of  May 
last,  by  which  he  has  informed  of  the  facts  the  lords  the  deputy  counselors  of  Hol- 
land, as  the  said  depositions  are  annexed  to  the  letter  which  the  said  counselors 
have  addressed  to  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  the  r)th  of  the  same  month 
concerning  this  affair;  and  at  the  same  time  the  Count  de  Welderen  should  be  in- 
structed to  give  notice,  in  the  manner  that  he  shall  judge  the  most  convenient  and 
the  most  effectual,  of  the  said  insolences  committed  by  the  masters  of  the  English  or 
Scotch  coal  vessels,  and  to  complain,  in  the  name  of  their  liigh  mightinesses,  of  a  viola- 
tion so  incontestable  of  their  territory  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  by  the  way  of  open 
force,  that  their  high  mightinesses  can  not  think  that  his  Britannic  majesty  can  or 
will  suffer  that  his  subjects  should  allow  themselves  in  such  excesses;  that,  in  conse- 
quence, the  Count  de  Welderen  should  demand  a  suitable  satisfaction;  that  the 
masters  of  the  coal  vessels  should  undergo  a  correction,  and  that  the  French  vessel 
taken  should  be  brought  back  to  the  place  from  whence  she  has  been  taken,  or  at 
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least  that  she  should  be  restored  to  their  high  mightinesses,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
dispose  of  her  ia  the  manner  they  shall  judge  proper;  and  that  the  damages  caused 
to  this  vessel  directly  upon  the  territory  of  their  high  mightinesses,  where  she  ought 
to  have  enjoyed  the  same  safety  as  the  coal  vessels  in  the  road  of  Helvootsluys  and 
through  all  the  extent  of  the  territory  of  their  high  mightinesses,  should  he  made 
good." 

The  Englisli  frigate  the  Ambuscade,  Captain  Phipps,  has  taken,  on 
the  24th  of  April  last,  in  tlie  Bay  of  Biscay,  four  Dutch  ships,  wliich 
have  made  some  resistance,  so  that  there  were  some  men  killed  and 
wounded  on  both  sides.  One  of  the  Dutch  captains  was  killed.  They 
were  bound,  it  is  said,  from  Helvoetsluys  to  Spain.  They  have  been 
carried  into  Plymouth,  where  arrived  at  the  same  time  a  Spanish 
frigate  of  thirty  guns,  taken,  they  say,  by  the  English  frigate  the 
Medea,  off  the  port  of  Brest,  where  she  was  going  with  despatches  from 
the  court  of  Madrid  relative  to  the  Junction  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
fleets.  This  is  not  likely,  since  the  despatches  go  by  laud  from  court  to 
court. 

I  shall  finish  this  tedious  letter  by  enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Count 
d'Urre  Molaus,  proposing  to  raise  some  horse  at  the  expense  of  himself 
and  his  officers.  I  promised  to  enclose  it  to  Congress,  which  was  all  I 
could  do.  But  I  hope,  before  an  answer  can  come  the  American  States 
will  have  no  more  occasion  for  cavalry. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  \2,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  following  is  given  in  the  public  papers  as  a  copy  of  the  bill 
proposed  by  Governor  Pownal,  on  the  24th  of  May,  for  putting  Great 
Britain  in  a  situation  for  making  peace  with  America  : 

lu  order  to  remove  all  doubts  or  disabilities  which  may  prevent,  obstruct,  or  delay 
the  happy  work  of  peace,  may  it  please  your  majesty  that  it  may  be  declared  and 
enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  enacted,  etc., 

That  his  majesty  is  empowered  to  make  a  convention  or  truce,  or  to  conclude  a 
peace,  with  the  inhabitants  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providi-nce  Plantatious,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New^  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
three  Delaware  Counties,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina, 
in  North  America,  convened  in  Congress,  or  in  any  other  assembly  or  assemblies,  or 
with  any  person  or  persons  authorized  to  act  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  same,  in  such 
form  and  manner  as  he,  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  of  his  crown,  hath  power  to  do 
in  all  other  cases,  and  on  such  terms  aud  conditions  as  in  the  course  of  events  shall 
become  convenient  and  necessary  for  the  honor  aud  welfare  of  his  majesty  and  his 
people.  And  in  order  thereto,  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  from 
aud  after  the  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majesty  to  ap- 
point such  per.son  or  persons  (subjects  of  Great  Britain)  as  his  majesty  in  his  wisdom 
shall  think  lit,  aud  fully  to  authorize  and  empower  the  same  to  treat,  consult,  and 
ao-ree  with  the  said  Americans,  or  with  ony  part  of  them,  or  with  any  person  or  per- 
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sons  acting  for  and  in  their  hebalf  to  tlio  said  pnrpose  of  convention,  trnce,  or  peace. 
And  he  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after  tiie  passing  of  this  act  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  his  majesty  to  grant  safe  conduct  to  any  such  person  or  persons 
whatsoever  as  bis  majesty  shall  see  cause  and  judge  proper  to  receive  on  the  ground 
of  treaty  for  such  convention,  truce,  or  peace  in  like  mauner  as  be  is  by  divers  an- 
cient statutes  empowered  to  do  iu  the  cases  therein  specified. 

Oil  tlie  19th  of  May,  at  a  meeting  of  the  wholesale  merchants  of  Dub- 
lin and  several  merchants  of  the  outports,  convened  by  the  committee 
of  merchants,  the  following  resolutions  were  nnanimously  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  this  kingdom  can  not  possibly  derive  any  material  advantages  from 
a  free  trade  with  the  British  ishmds  in  the  West  Indies  without  securing  a  market 
here  for  raw  sugar ;  that  being  the  capital  article  luire  of  the  produce  of  th"ose  islands 
and  the  i>rincipal  return  to  be  obtained  for  any  manufactures  of  Ireland  which  may 
be  exported  to  the  British  Colonies. 

Besolved,  That  a  market  here  for  our  raw  sugar  can  only  bo  secured  in  a  tolerable 
degree  by  laying  an  additional  duty  on  refined  sugar  of  16  shillings  and  7  pence  lialf- 
penny  per  hundred-weight,  being  three  times  the  additional  duty  to  which  the  raw 
material  is  intended  to  be  subjected. 

JU'soh-ed,  That  we  view  with  the  utmost  concern  and  astonishment  a  measure  likely 
to  be  adopted  not  only  destructive  of  the  sugar  refinery  of  this  kingdom,  but,  con- 
sequently, frustrating  the  professed  benefits  held  out  to  Ireland  on  laying  open  to  her 
the  colony  trade. 

Resolved,  That  we  verily  believe  this  to  be  the  insidious  intention  of  those  in  Great 
Britain  w^ho  have  suggested  the  measure. 

Resolved,  That  we  can  not  but  hold  iu  the  utmost  contempt  and  detestation  every 
Irishman,  of  whatever  rank  or  station,  who,  from  private  and  selfish  considerations, 
shall  prove  base  enough  to  be  subservient  to  the  insidious  purpose  of  those  who 
aim  at  baffling  and  defeating  the  commercial  interests  of  this  too-long  oppressed  and 
unkindly  treated  country. 

Resolved,  Tliat  if  we  find  the  commercial  interests  of  our  country  deserted  where 
we  have  aud  ought  to  expect  guardianship,  wiiether  from  ignorance  of  the  subject, 
misrepresentations  received  and  too  easily  listened  to,  or  any  other  cause,  it  will  then 
be  incumbent  on  us,  as  the  only  remedy  for  self  preservation,  to  enter,  along  with  our 
fellow-citizens  and  countrymen  of  whose  general  concurrence  on  such  a^necessary 
occasion  we  enlertain  no  doubt,  into  such  an  ettectual  association  against  the  im- 
l>orlation  and  use  of  the  manufactures  of  this  kingdom  as  may  secure" to  the  indus- 
try of  Irishmen  the  benefits  at  least  of  their  own  consumption. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  transmit  copies  of  these  resolutions  to 
the  merchants  of  the  principal  trading  towns  in  this  kingdom,  and  that  the  said 
committee  do  consist  of  Mr.  Hartley,  etc. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  committee  be  empowered  to  convene  a  general  meeting  when 
they  shall  think  fit. 

On  the  15th  of  May  Mr.  Martin,  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  Ireland, 
after  having  laid  open  in  great  detail  the  increase  which  had  crept  in' 
by  degrees  npon  the  civil  establishment  of  Ireland,  proposed  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed,  and  especially  instructed  to  examine 
into  this  alarming  augmentation,  and  to  propose  a  plan  of  economy,  by 
means  of  which  they  might  lighten  the  bnrden  of  the  civil  establish, 
ment  of  Ireland  of  the  useless  weight  which  overloaded  it;  but  he 
withdrew  his  motion  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  the  time  and  the 
assurance  that  was  given  him  that  his  object  should  be  one  of  the  tirst 
attended  to  next  session. 
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The  I7th  the  House,  iu  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  resolved 
upon  a  duty  of  os.  IM.  per  hundred- weight  to  be  hiid  on  refined  sugar 
imported  from  England. 

The  18th  they  were  about  to  confirm  the  resohition,  when  an  opposi- 
tion arose,  and  Mr.  Yelverton  spoke  with  so  much  energy  that  the  next 
day,  the  19th,  the  House  resolved  upon  a  duty  of  12s.,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  refiners  of  sugar  at  Loudon.  Mr.  Yelverton's  oratory 
was  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  he  woukl  head  the  people,  the  only 
argument  which  carries  any  decisive  weight  in  that  House,  and  this 
very  seldom  fails. 

Nothing  which  is  now  or  will  soon  be  interesting  to  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  United  States  is  improper  for  me  to  send  to 
Congress. 

The  port  Vendres,  situated  in  Roussillon,  twenty  leagues  from  Barce- 
lona and  four  from  Roses,  ui)ou  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  having 
been  a  long  time  filled  up  and  abandoned,  the  king  has  ordered  the  repa- 
ration of  it,  and  it  is  now  in  a  condition  to  receive  not  only  merchant 
vessels  of  any  size  but  frigates,  and  will  very  soon  be  fit  for  ships  of 
the  line.  This  port,  the  position  of  which  forms  the  centre  of  the  coast 
of  the  Mediterranean,  receives  by  its  right  all  that  comes  out  of  the 
Straits  and  by  its  left  what  comes  from  the  levant  and  the  coast  of 
Italy  at  the  passage  of  tlie  Gulf  of  Lyon  ;  and  it  presents  to  all  the 
commercial  nations  not  only  a  center  of  union  the  most  advantageous 
for  reciprocal  commerce,  but  at  the  same  time  a  mart  and  an  asylum 
so  much  the  more  safe,  as  this  port  is  sheltered  from  all  the  winds  by 
the  mountains  which  surround  it,  and  as  vessels  are  there  as  quiet  as 
in  a  canal;  and  as  it  is  not  yet  known  but  to  those  who  within  a  year 
past  have  taken  refuge  in  bad  weather  and  have  owed  their  safety  to 
it — several  having  perished  for  want  of  knowing  it— they  have  given 
two  points  by  which  to  know  it,  by  painting  white  the  fort  St.  Elme 
and  the  tower  of  Massane,  placed  upon  the  highest  mountain  of  the  Pyr- 
enees, which  are  seen  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  leagues  at  sea, 
and  they  have  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  port  a  light-house,  which 
throws  its  light  more  than  five  leagues  in  the  night.  Roussillon,  more- 
over, can  furnish  by  itself  wines  of  the  first  quality,  oils,  iron,  silks, 
and  wools  almost  as  beautiful  as  those  of  Spain,  and  many  other  pro- 
ductions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  12,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  can  not  omit  to  request  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  debate 
in  the  House  of  Peers  on  the  1st  of  June  upon  Lord  Shelburne'smotion 
for  a  variety  of  state  papers  to  be  laid  before  the  House.    I  have  had 
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the  houor  to  transmit  these  papers  to  Congress  before.  His  lordship 
in  his  speech  upon  this  occasion  has  displayed  more  knowledge  of  the 
aH'airs  of  Europe  than  all  the  debates  in  the  two  Houses  and  all  the 
newspapers  and  pamphlets  have  contained  for  a  long  time.  I  will 
translate  from  a  French  translation,  not  having  the  original  before  me, 
what  he  says  of  Russia : 

With  regard  to  the  papers  which  concern  Russia,  I  see  in  the  first  place,  in  the 
declaration  made  by  that  court  iu  1771),  that  under  pretense  of  some  disorders  com- 
mitted in  the  Baltic  Sea  by  an  American  privateer  (Captain  McNeal,  I  suppose),  the 
empress  announces  to  Great  Britain  that  she  is  about  to  form  a  league  with  the  kings 
of  Sweden  and  Denmark  for  the  protection  of  commerce  in  that  sea.  This  princess 
must  have  known  our  ministers  perfectly  well  to  hope  that  they  would  fall  into 
the  snare.  Yes,  she  knew  that  they  would  bite  at  the  hook  when  it  was  covered  with 
the  bait  of  some  appearance  of  hostility  against  tlie  Americans.  While  they  were 
running  after  the  dainty  worm  all  Europe  saw  clearly  that  this  exclusion  from  the 
Baltic  Sea  wasgeueral  for  all  armed  vessels,  whether  American  or  English;  but  Rus- 
sia was  too  wise  to  begin  by  speaking  of  English  vessels.  It  is,  nevertheless,  curious 
to  consider  the  nature  of  the  right  alleged  by  the  courts  of  Petersburgli,  Stockholm,  and 
Copenhagen,  to  arrogate  to  themselves  the  dominion  of  the  Baltic;  a  dominion  no 
mention  of  which  is  made  iu  any  treaty  existing,  and  of  which  no  one  ever  heard  any 
mention  made.  They  say  to  you  that  God  Almighty  intended  that  these  three  powers 
should  govern  exclusively  over  this  vast  sea.  The  terms  of  the  declaration  say  ex- 
pressly that  nature  has  given  them  this  right;  if  this  declaration  is  extraordinary 
and  without  example,  the  last  declaration  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  is  much  more 
astonishing.  This  princess  dares  to  announce  a  maritime  code  which  will  serve  as  a 
rule  for  all  Europe.  I  will  acknowledge  that  when  this  imperial  decree  for  the  first 
time  fell  into  my  hands  I  was  confounded  ;  I  felt  in  a  moment  that  Russia— this  em- 
pire coming  out  of  the  cradle,  scarcely  reckoned  a  few  years  ago  iu  the  number  of 
maritime  powers — this  Russia,  w4iich  the  ministers  declare<l  to  us  was  our  friend  and 
our  ally,  was  disposed  not  only  to  refuse  ns  assistance,  but  moreover  to  contribute  to 
the  annihilation  of  the  maritime  power  of  Great  Britain.  The  empress  declares  in 
this  manifesto  that  free  ships  render  the  effects  free  that  they  have  on  board;  she 
does  not  confine  herself  to  establish  this  principle  in  favor  of  tbe  vessels  of  her  nation, 
she  makes  it  general,  she  invites  all  the  states  of  Europe,  whether  neutral  or  bellig- 
erent, to  unite  with  her  to  maintain  it,  and  to  set  them  an  exampleshe  informs  them,, 
that  to  maintain  it  etlectnally  she  equips  a  powerful  squadron.  What  has  given  oc- 
casion to  this  astonishing  measure?  The  infraction  of  treaties  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain.  By  the  treaties  of  167:5  and  1674  Holland  had  a  right  to  carry  all  which  was 
not  expressly  declared  contraband  ;  in  spite  of  the  existence  of  these  treaties  Commo- 
dore Fielding  received  the  extravagant  orders  to  seize  a  Dutch  convoy.  This  act  of 
madness  alarmed  Russia,  who  forthwith  published  her  manifesto,  which  Holland, 
France,  and  Spain  have  received  with  all  the  marks  of  the  most  perfect  satisfaction. 
France  has  not  failed  to  seize  this  opportunity  to  press  the  completion  of  the  mari- 
time code  announced  by  the  empress,  promising  to  adopt  it  and  to  nnite  with  her  to 

support  it. 

Such  is  the  situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves  ;  not  a  single  ally  !  There  did  re- 
main to  ns  one  friend.  Administration  has  found  the  secret  to  break  with  him.  Is 
it  not  the  most  consummate  madness  not  to  have  sought  to  insure  a  single  ally  ?  Op- 
iportunities  have  presented  themselves  more  than  once,  more  than  twice,  more  than 
four  times.  If  at  the  end  of  the  war  administration  was  weary  of  the  connection 
with  the  King  of  Prussia ;  if  they  preferred  the  friendship,  or  even  the  alliance  of  the 
house  of  Austria,  the  opportunity  of  making  sure  of  it  presented  itself  a  few  years 
ago.  In  1773,  the  epocha  of  the  troubles  in  Poland,  Great  Britain  would  have  made 
a  friend  of  this  house  by  interposing  its  authority ;  this  measure  would  have  been 
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ajifreeable  to  more  thau  one  power  of  Europe.  If  we  had  preferred  the  alliance  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  an  opportunity  lias  presented  more  receuUy  of  procuring  it — that  of 
the  death  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  Some  time  before  this  event  France  foresaw  it 
with  terror.  She  perceived  how  much  it  might  turn  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  how  mucli  the  war  that  it  would  infallibly  occasion  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Berlin  would  be  contrary  to  her  interests.  What  parts  have  our  minis- 
ters acted  in  this  circumstance  ?  They  let  it  escape  like  the  first.  Instead  of  concil- 
iating the  friendship  of  Austria,  or  renewing  that  of  Prussia,  they  have  discovered 
the  secret  of  disgusting  these  two  powers,  as  well  as  nearly  all  those  of  Europe  ;  they 
have  suffered  that  France  should  be  the  mediator  between  them  and  make  their 
peace. 

Their  conduct  in  regard  to  the  court  of  Pctersburgh  has  been  equally  chargeable 
with  negligence;  they  have  let  slip  one  or  two  occasions  of  conciliating  the  friend- 
ship of  that  court.  At  the  time  of  her  rupture  with  the  Porte  what  part  have  thej' 
acted  ?  They  did  not  enter  into  the  negotiation  ;  but,  which  they  will  perhaps  have 
cause  to  repent,  they  sent  vessels  to  the  Russians  to  teach  tliem  how  they  might  ob- 
tain and  preserve  that  domination  of  the  seas  to  which  they  pretend  at  this  day.  Such 
are  the  fruits  of  the  prudence  of  our  ministers.  They  have  lost  America,  the  most 
beautiful  half  of  the  empire,  and  against  the  half  that  remains  to  us  they  have  ex- 
cited all  the  powers  of  Europe.  I  say  decidedly  that  they  have  lost  America,  because 
after  what  has  passed  in  Holland  and  in  Russia  one  must  be  very  short-sighted  not 
to  see  that  in  tine,  and  at  present,  the  independence  of  America  is  consummated. 
The  maritime  code  confirms  the  rest.  France  and  the  other  maritime  powers,  whose 
interest  it  is  that  America  should  never  return  to  the  domination  of  England,  will 
take  care  to  comprehend  her  in  the  cotle  ;  but  I  forewarn  the  administration  that  this 
code  will  soon  be  in  force  ;  that  if  they  do  not  speedily  make  arrangements  with 
Holland  there  will  be  soon  held  at  Tlie  Hague  a  congress  to  the  eli'ect  to  give  the 
sanction  of  maritime  Europe  to  the  law  which  establishes  that  free  ships  shall  make 
free  goods. 

I  can  not  say  that  his  lordship  is  perfectly  fair  iu  this  speech,  nor 
that  he  has  been  much  wiser  than  the  minister.  The  true  cause  why 
the  minister  suffered  France  to  make  the  peace  between  Eussia  and  the 
Turk  and  between  Austria  and  Prussia  was  the  American  war.  While 
they  pursued  that  phantom,  all  their  men,  all  their  ships,  and  all  their 
money  were  necessary,  aud  the  whole  not  enough ;  so  that  they  had  not 
the  power  to  lend  troops,  ships,  or  guineas  to  the  emperor,  the  King  of 
Prussia,  the  grand  seignior,  nor  the  Empress  of  liussia.  If  they  had 
been  wise,  ma-de  peace  with  Amenca,  acknowledged  her  equal  station 
with  the  powers  of  the  earth,  and  conciliated  as  much  as  they  then 
jnight  have  .done  her  affection.aud  her  commerce,  they  might  have  pre- 
served th^r  importance  in  Europe  at  the  peace  of  Teschen  and  the 
.other  peace.  But  my  Lord  Shclburne  should  have  remembered  that 
he  was  at  that  time  as  much  against  acknowledging  American  inde- 
pendence and  as  much  for  prosecuting  the  war  against  America  as  the 
ministers;  so  that  it  does  not  appear  that  his  wisdom  was  so  much 
greater  than  theirs.  I  am  glad,  however,  that  his  lordship  is  convinced, 
and  I  hope  some  time  or  other  the  minister  will  be;  but  they  have  all 
called  us  rebels  till  they  have  turned  their  own  heads.  This  word  re- 
bellion makes  Englishmen  mad ;  they  still  continue  to  use  it,  and  by 
this  means  as  well  as  many  others  to  nourish  and  cherish  the  most 
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rancorous  aud  maliguaut  passions  in  their  own  bosoms  against  us,  and 
they  will  continue  to  do  so  a  long  time  to  come. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Jay." 

Passy,  June  13,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Yesterday,  and  not  before,  is  come  to  hand  your  favor 
of  April  14,  with  the  packets  aud  despatches  from  Congress,  etc.,  which 
you  sent  me  by  a  French  gentleman  to  Nantes. 

Several  of  them  appear  to  have  been  opened,  the  i)aper  around  the 
seals  being  smoked  aud  burnt  as  with  the  flame  of  a  caudle  used  to 
soften  the  wax,  and  the  impression  defaced.  The  curiosity  of  people 
iu  this  time  of  war  is  unbounded.  Some  of  them  only  want  to  see  news, 
but  others  want  to  find  (through  interested  views)  what  chance  there  is 
of  a  speedy  peace.  Mr.  Ross  has  undertaken  to  forward  the  letters  to 
England.  I  have  not  seen  them  ;  but  he  tells  me  they  have  all  been 
opened.  I  am  glad,  however,  to  receive  the  despatches  from  Congress, 
as  they  communicate  to  me  Mr.  Adams'  instructions  and  other  partic- 
ulars of  which  1  have  long  been  ignorant. 

1  am  very  sensible  of  the  weight  of  your  observation,  "  that  a  con- 
stant intei  change  of  intelligence  and  attentions  between  the  public  serv- 
ants at  the  different  courts  is  necessary  to  procure  to  their  constituents 
all  advantages  capable  of  being  derived  from  their  appointment."  I 
shall  endeavor  to  perform  my  part  with  you,  as  well  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  your  correspondence  as  from  a  sense  of  duty.  But  my  time  is 
more  taken  up  with  matters  extraneous  to  the  functions  of  a  minister 
than  you  can  possibly  imagine.  I  have  written  often  to  the  Congress 
to  establish  consuls  in  the  ports  and  ease  me  of  what  relates  to  mari- 
time and  mercantile  affairs,  but  no  noti<;e  has  yet  been  taken  of  my 
request. 

A  number  of  bills  of  exchange,  said  to  be  drawn  by  order  of  Congress 
on  Mr.  Laurens,  are  arrived  iu  Holland.  A  merchant  there  has  desired 
to  know  of  me  whether,  if  he  accepts  them,  I  will  engage  to  reimburse 
him.  1  have  no  orders  or  advice  about  them  from  Congress ;  do  you 
know  to  what  amount  they  have  drawn?  I  doubt  I  can  not  safely  med- 
dle with  them. 

Mrs.  Jay  does  me  much  houor  in  desiring  to  have  one  of  the  prints 
that  have  been  made  here  of  her  countryman.  I  send  what  is  said  to 
be  the  best  of  five  or  six  engraved  by  different  hands  from  different 
paintings.  The  verses  at  the  bottom  are  truly  extravagant.  But  you 
must  know  that  the  desire  of  pleasing  by  a  perpetual  rise  of  compli- 
ments in  this  polite  nation  has  so  used  up  all  the  common  expressions 


*  2  Jay's  Life,  5:5 ;  8  SpiU-ks'  Fraukliu,  4G9  ;  7  Bigelow'a  Franklin,  81. 
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of  approbation  that  they  are  become  flat  ami  insipid,  and  to  use  them 
ahnost  implies  censure.  Hence  music,  that  formerly  might  be  suffi- 
ciently praiseil  when  it  was  called  bonne,  to  go  a  little  further  they 
called  it  excellente,  then  snperhe,  magnijique,  exquise,  celeste,  all  which 
being  in  their  turns  worn  out,  there  only  remains  divine;  and  when 
that  is  grown  as  insignificent  as  its  predecessors  I  think  they  must 
return  to  common  speech  and  common  sense;  as  from  vying  with  one 
another  in  tine  and  costly  paintings  on  their  coaches,  since  I  tirst  knew 
the  country,  not  being  able  to  go  farther  in  that  way,  they  have  re- 
turned lately  to  plain  carriages,  painted  without  arms  or  figures,  in  one 
uniform  color. 

The  league  of  neutral  nations  to  protect  their  commerce  is  now  estab- 
lished.    Holland,  ofteiuled  by  fresh  insults  from  England,  is  arming 
vigorously.     That  nation  has  madly  brought  itself  into  the  greatest 
distress,  and  has  not  a  friend  in  the  world. 
With  great  esteem,  etc., 

Benjamin  Franklin, 


Franklin   to  Vaughan.* 

I'ASSY,  June  13,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  duly  the  large  parcel  of  letters  and  papers  you 
favored  me  with  by  Mr.  Austin,  to  which  I  shall,  when  I  can  get  a  little 
time,  answer  particularly.  1  received  also  a  box  containing  twelve  of  the 
4tos  and  four  of  the  8vos  in  boards,  with  the  Si)anish  dictionary  and 
grammar,  and  I  think  some  pamphlets.  A  bound  4to  is  also  come  to 
hand,  I  know  not  whether  it  is  from  you  or  some  other  friend,  but  sup- 
])ose  it  is  from  you.  I  have  given  most  of  these  away  to  friends  here 
who  have  presented  me  with  their  works,  and  I  wish  to  have  dozen, 
half  8vos  and  half  4tos,  and  to  know  what  number  was  printed,  and 
whether  they  are  likely  to  sell,  for  I  should  be  sorry  that  Mr.  Johnson 
were  a  loser. 

I  can  now  only  answer  yours  of  the  2d  instant,  relating  to  Lord  Tau- 
perville's  affair,  which  you  represent  as  pressing.  If  his  past  conduct 
has  been  as  you  intimate  it  will  undoubtedly  have  weight  on  occasion. 
I  know  nothing  of  the  existence  of  the  law  you  mention.  The  Congress 
make  no  laws,  and  each  State  governs  its  own  particular  affairs  by  its 
own  internal  laws,  which  rarely  come  to  my  hands  here.  I  think  an 
attorney  or  attorneys  should  be  appointed  to  solicit,  if  necessary,  and 
transact  the  business.  A  memorial  to  the  Congress  would  be  improper. 
It  must  be  (if  such  a  thing  is  found  necessary)  to  the  government  of 
Virginia.  I  have  not  time  just  now  to  look  for  the  papers  you  formerly 
sent  me  relating  to  this  business,  but  I  will  peruse  them,  and  if  then 
anything  occurs  to  me  worth  while  I  will  mention  it  to  you. 


*MSS.  Dep.  of  State. 
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Remember  uie  affectionately  to  your  father  and  tlie  good  family,  to 
Drs.  P.  and  P.,  and  present  my  respects  to  L.  S.,  if  you  think  they  may  be 
acceptable.  1  just  now  hear  that  the  mob  have  burnt  several  houses  of 
the  ministers.  If  they  went  no  further  1  should  be  less  concerned  at  their 
extravagances,  as  such  a  taste  of  fire  may  make  those  gentlemen  sensi- 
ble of  the  wanton  malice  with  which  they  have  encouraged  the  burning 
of  poor  people's  houses  in  America.  Mr.  S.  Wharton,  lately  here, 
gave  me  for  you  a  coi»y  of  one  of  my  letters  to  him  which  he  says  he 
showed  to  some  of  the  ministry  as  soon  as  he  received  it,  but  they  were 
incapable  ot  being  the  better  for  any  warning.  I  send  it  you  enclosed, 
And  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours,  most  affectionately, 


Franklin  to  Landais.* 

Versailles,  June  16,  1780. 
Sir:  I  am  much  suri)rised  to  learn   that  you  have,  contrary  to  the 
express  orders  contained  in  mine  of  the  7th   instant,  taken  upon  your- 
self the  command  of  the  frigate.     I  do  hereby  repeat  those  orders,  and 
charge  you  to  quit  the  ship  immediately. 
1  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  June  10,  1780. 
Smi:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Nantes,  brought  in  a  ship 
from  New  London.  I  enclose  your  excellency  a  ne\vspa[>er  enclosed  iu 
it  and  an  extract  of  the  letter,  which  is  from  a  gentleman  who  is  a 
member  of  the  assembly  and  one  of  the  judges  of  Boston.  This  is  all 
the  news  1  have.  1  hope  your  excellency  has  more  by  the  same  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

P.  S. — I  have  mislaid  the  letter  from  Boston.  The  extract  informed 
that  a  bill  had  passed  the  two  houses  of  assembly  adopting  the  resolu- 
Ijions  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March,  and  establishing  an  annual  tax 
for  seven  years,  for  the  redemption  of  their  part  of  the  bills  payable  in 
silver  and  gold  or  in  produce  at  the  market  price  iu  hard  money. 


*MSS.  Dep.  ot  State. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  144,;  7  J.  Adams'  Works.  187. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  10,  1780. 
Sir:  I  Lave  lately  obtained  a  sight  of  a  miuiber  of  pamphlets  pub- 
lished in  London,  which  are  given  ont;i,s  written  by  Mr.  Galloway, t  but 
there  are  many  circumstances  in  them  which  convince  me  they  iire 
written  in  concert  by  the  refugees.  I  see  many  traces,  which  appear 
unequivocal,  of  the  hand  of  Governor  Hutchinson  |  in  some  of  them.     I 

*MSS.  Dei>.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  liev.  Corr.,  Ii7,  vvitli  verbal  cbaugcs. 

t  Joseph  Galloway  was  liorn  in  Maryland  in  17:50,  but  moved  in  early  life  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  reaehed  hij;h  eminence  as  a  lawyer.  He  was  in  his  e.arly  pro- 
fessional career  in  friendly  relations  witll  Fraukliii,  which  was  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that  Franklin  left  many  valuable  papers  in  Galloway's  custody.  With  Frank, 
lin,  Galloway  took  strong  ground  in  l7G4  in  favor  of  the  establishment  in  Pennsyl- 
vania of  a  royal  as  distinguished  from  a  proprietary  government ;  and  as  a  delegate 
to  the  first  Congress  of  1774  he  agreed  with  the  liberal  interests  as  to  the  necessity 
of  a  redress  of  grievances.  The  redress  he  pr()[iosed  was  the  establishment  of  a  vice- 
roy over  America,  something  like  that  established  in  Ireland,  having  a  council,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  colonial  assemblies,  reserving  a  veto  to  the  liritish  Parliament.  This 
plan,  however,  was  not  acceptable  to  the  niiijoiity,  w  hose  tendency  Avas  towards 
independence,  while  to  Galloway  the  idea  of  independence  was  intolerable.  He  be- 
came an  avowed  tory,  and  was  employed  by  Sir  W.  Howe,  as  we  have  seen,  in 
various  capacities  during  the  British  occupation  of  Philadelphia  in  1777-'78.  When 
the  British  army  left  Philadeliihia  he  left  with  it,  and  shortly  afterwards  went  with 
his  daughter  to  England.  The  Pennsylvania  assembly  thereupon  confiscated  his 
estate,  amounting,  according  to  his  appraisement,  to  £40,000;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  received  from  Sir  W.  Howe  several  lucrative  otHces  (see  Introduction,  ^  30), 
and  on  his  settling  in  England  obtained  a  considerable  allowance  to  compensate  him 
for  his  losses.  After  his  death  also,  which  took  place  in  England  in  1803,  his  daugh- 
ter succeeded  in  recovering  a  consitlerable  portion  of  the  Pennsylvania  confiscation. 
Galloway's  position  when  in  England  was  similar  to  that  of  Hutchinson's,  already 
discussed  (Introduction,  ^28).  As  long  as  conciliation  could  have  restored  hia 
estates  and  have  recovered  for  him  political  intluence  ho  was  for  conciliation.  When, 
however,  conciliation  involved  the  autonomy  of  the  Colonies,  by  which  his  exile 
would  have  been  peri)etuated  and  the  confiscation  of  his  projierty  would  have  been 
made  absolute,  then  he  reuotinced  conciliation  as  shameful  and  odious,  and  called 
for  such  warlike  measures  from  Britain,  as,  if  they  had  been  carried  out,  would  have 
established  in  America  a  military  despotism.  He  turned  with  bitterness  on  generals 
who  had  directed  the  British  campaigns  in  America,  charging  them  with  incapacity 
and  with  iuditi'ereuee.  On  Sir  W.  Howe,  in  particular,  his  former  patron,  he  poured 
merciless  invectives,  eliciting  a  reply  which  is  elsewhere  partially  given.  (Intro- 
Unction,  ^  30.) 

Galloway's  literary  ability  ])laced  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  loyalists  so  far  as 
controversial  power  was  concerned.  His  leading  works  in  this  line  were  his  "Can- 
did Examination  of  the  Claims  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,"  New  York,  1775; 
"  Letters  to  Noblemen,"  Loudon,  1779 ;   "  Reply  to  Sir  W.  Howe,"  London,  1780. 

That  Galloway  and  Hutchinson  co-operated  in  preparing  some  of  the  papers 
attacking  the  British  management  of  the  war  we  may  infer  from  Hutchinson's  own 
notes  ;  thus,  for  instance,  we  find  Galloway  saying  to  Hutchinson  on  August  29, 1781, 
that— 

"  Our  generals  have  had  it  repeatedly  pointed  out  to  them,  and  yet  they  go  on  their 
old  wretched  way,  entering  provinces  and  then  deserting  them,  leaving  the  unhappy 
loyalists  the  sacrifices  to  their  folly.— 2  Hutchinson's  Diary,  371. 

t  As  to  Hutchinson,  see  Introduction,  $§  22,23,  and  28. 
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have  read  them  with  pleasure  and  surprise,  because  it  seems  to  me  that 
if  their  professed  iuteutioii  had  beeu  to  convince  America  that  it  is  both 
her  interest  and  duty  to  support  her  sovereignty  and  her  alliance,  they 
could  not  have  taken  a  method  so  effectual. 

Such  treaties  [says  he — that  is,  an  offensive  and  defensive  a.lliance  between  France 
and  America]  will  niitnrally  coincide  with  their  several  views  and  interests  as  soon 
as  American  independence  shall  be  acknowledged  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  America 
■will  natnrally  wish,  while  she  is  risinj^  from  her  infant  state  into  opulence  and  power, 
to  cover  her  dominions  under  the  protection  of  France,  and  France  will  lind  new  re- 
sources of  strength  in  American  commerce,  armies,  and  naval  force. 

The  recovery  of  America  from  the  disasters  and  distresses  of  war  will  be  rapid  and 
sudden.  Very  unlike  an  old  country,  whose  population  is  full,  and  whose  cultivation, 
commerce,  and  strength  have  arrived  at  their  height,  the  multiplication  of  her  num- 
bers and  the  increase  of  her  power  will  surpass  all  expectation.  If  her  sudden 
growth  has  already  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  ideas,  it  is  certain  that  the  increase 
of  her  strength,  when  supported  and  assisted  by  France  and  pushed  forward  by  the 
powerful  niotives  arising  from  her  sejjarate  interest,  her  own  preservation,  and  the 
prospect  of  her  own  arising  glory  and  importance  among  nations,  will  far  outrun 
any  idea  we  have  had  of  her  late  population.  Nor  will  it  be  the  interest  of  America 
to  cheek  the  ambition  of  France  while  contiued  to  Europe.  Her  distance,  and  the 
safety  arising  from  it,  will  render  her  regardless  of  the  fate  of  nations  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic  as  soon  as  her  own  strength  shall  be  established.  The  i)ro8perity  or 
ruin  of  king.loms,  from  whose  power  she  can  have  nothing  to  fear  and  whose  assist- 
ance she  can  never  want,  will  be  matters  of  e(iual  indifference.  She  can  wish  for  no 
other  connection  with  Europe  than  that  of  commerce,  and  this  will  be  better  secured 
in  the  hands  of  an  ally  than  in  those  with  whom  she  holds  no  other  connection.  [The 
word  710  is  an  evident  error  in  the  press.  J  So  that  it  will  be  of  little  concern  to  her 
whether  Great  Britain,  Spain,  Holland,  Germany,  or  Russia  shall  be  ruled  by  one  or 
more  monarchs.  The  new  States  are  and  will  continue  the  allies  of  France,  our  nat- 
ural enemy,  unless  reduced,  and  although  at  this  time  by  far  the  greater  i^art  of  the 
people  wishand  hope  for  an  union  with  this  country,  and  are  ready  to  unite  with  us 
in  reducing  the  power  of  their  tyrants  in  the  moment  the  least  encouragement  shall 
be  given  for  that  purpose,  which  the  infatuated  ]iolicy  of  every  commander  has 
hitherto  withheld,  yet  should  they  be  disappointed  in  their  hope,  it  will  compel  them 
to  unite  with  the  enemies  of  this  kingdom. 

The  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  more  cruel  to  friends  than  to  foes,  added  to  the 
inhumanity  and  treachery  of  this  country  in  not  exerting  its  powers  for  their  relief, 
will  not  fail  to  create  permanent  enmity  and  resentnuiut,  and  the  obligations  of 
gratitude  to  the  nation  which  sliall  save  them  from  our  ravages  will  stamp  impres- 
sions never  to  be  effaced.  Advantage  will  be  taken  of  these  dispositions  l)y  the 
policy  of  France  to  establish  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  tliem,  whicii  will 
be  founded  on  two  great  principles,  their  own  mutual  interest  and  tiie  subduing  the 
power  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  if  she  should  be  permitted  to  trade  with  them  at  all,  it 
will  only  be  to  share  with  other  natious  in  the  worthless  remains  after  their  own  and 
the  purposes  of  their  allies  are  served. 

Here  Congress  will  see  the  extreme  ignorance  or  decei>tion  of  the 
writer,  in  affirming  that  the  "far  greater  part  of  the  people  wish  and 
hope  for  an  union  with  Great  Britain,  and  are  ready  to  unite  in  reduc- 
ing," etc.  But  notwithstanding  the  bad  faith  of  the  writer,  we  see  that 
such  is  the  force  of  truth,  that  he  can  not  adduce  an  argument  to  per- 
suade the  English  to  continue  the  war  without  producing  at  the  same 
time  a  much  stronger  argument  to  persuade  the  Americans  to  adhere 
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to  the  last  to  tlieir  sovereignty  and  their  alliances.     Of  this  nature  are 
all  his  other  argnnients. 

"  With  the  iiitlependence  of  America,"  says  he,  ''  we  must  give  up  our 
fisheries  on  the  bank  of  Newfoundland  and  in  the  American  seas." 
Supposing  this  to  be  true,  which  it  is  in  part,  but  not  in  the  whole,  if 
Great  Britain  loses  her  fisheries,  does  not  America  gain  them!  Are 
they  not  an  object  then  to  America  as  important  and  desirable  as  to 
Great  Britain?  Has  not  America  then  at  least  as  strong  and  pressing 
a  motive  to  tight  for  them  as  Great  Britain  ?  The  question  then  is  re- 
duced to  another — Which  has  the  best  prospect  of  contending  for  them 
successfully?  America,  favored  by  all  the  world,  or  Great  Britain, 
thwarted  and  opposed  by  all  the  world.  And  to  whom  did  God  and 
nature  give  them?  The  English  lay  great  stress  upon  the  gifts  of  God 
and  nature,  as  they  call  the  advantage  of  their  insular  situation,  to  jus- 
tify their  injustice  and  hostilities  against  all  the  maritime  powers  of  the 
world.  Why  should  the  Americans  hold  the  blessings  of  Providence 
in  a  lower  estimation,  which  they  can  enjoy,  without  doing  injury  to 
any  nation  or  individual  whatsoever? 

"  With  American  independence  we  must  give  up  thirty-five  thousand 
American  seamen,  and  twenty-eight  thousand  more  bred  and  main- 
tained in  those  excellent  nurseries  the  fisheries.  Our  valuable  trade, 
carried  on  from  thence  with  the  Eoman  Catholic  states,  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  America.  These  nurseries  and  this  trade  will  ever  remain 
the  natural  right  of  the  people  who  inhabit  that  country.  A  trade  so 
profitable,  and  a  nursery  of  seamen  so  excellent  and  so  necessary  for 
the  support  of  her  naval  force,  will  never  be  given  up,  or  even  divided 
by  America  with  any  power  whatsoever." 

If  Great  Britain  loses  sixty-three  thousand  seamen  by  our  independ- 
ence— and  I  believe  she  will  not  lose  much  less,  I  mean  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years — will  not  America  gain  them  ?  Are  sixty-three  thousand 
seamen  a  feebler  bulwark  for  America  than  Great  Britain  ?  Are  they 
weaker  instruments  of  wealth  and  strength,  of  power  and  glory,  in  the 
hands  of  Americans  than  in  those  of  the  English;  at  the  command  of 
Congress  than  at  the  command  of  the  King  of  England  ?  Are  they  not, 
then,  as  strong  a  temptation  to  us  to  continue  the  war  as  to  them? 
The  question  then  recurs  again,  which  has  the  fairest  prospect  of  suc- 
cess— America,  which  grows  stronger  every  year,  or  England,  which 
grows  weaker  ? 

"The  British  islands,"  he  adds,  "in  the  West  Indies  must  fall  of 
course.  Tlie  same  power  that  can  compel  Great  Britain  to  yield  up 
America  will  compel  her  to  give  up  the  West  Indies.  They  are  evi- 
dently the  immediate  objects  of  France." 

The  true  political  consequence  from  this  is  to  stop  short,  make  peace, 
and  save  the  British  islands  while  you  can  ;  once  taken,  it  will  be  more 
difficult  to  get  them  back.  Tiie  whole  returns  again  to  the  question, 
Are  you  able  to  keep  peace  at  home  and  m  Ireland  and  the  East  Indies, 
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to  settle  matters  with  the  maritime  jjowers,  and  ^o  on  with  the  war 
long-  eiioiiah  to  beat  France  and  Spain,  make  tliem  renonnce  the  war, 
and  after  that  reduce  the  United  States  of  America  to  submission? 
Will  your  soldiers,  your  seamen,  and  your  revenues  hold  out  till  this  is 
done,  and  after  it  shall  be  done  be  sufficient  to  keep  up  a  force  sufficient 
to  keep  down  France,  Spain,  and  America? 

"France,"  he  subjoins,  "expects  from  the  independence  of  America, 
and  the  acquisition  of  the  West  India  islands  the  sovereignty  of  the 
British  seas,  if  not  of  Great  Britain  itself/' 

Is  not  this  the  strongest  of  all  arguments  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
war?  J!^ow  you  may  make  peace  and  keep  the  West  India  islands,  and 
secure  the  neutrality  at  least  of  America  for  the  future ;  and  in  this  case 
you  may  at  least  maintain  your  own  sovereignty  and  the  freedom  of 
the  British  seas.  France  at  present  claims  no  more  than  freedom  on 
any  seas.  If  you  make  peace  at  present,  you  may  have  more  of  Amer- 
ican trade  in  future  than  France,  and  derive  more  su]>port  to  your  navy 
than  she  will  to  her  nmrine  from  that  country,  and  consequently  may 
preserve  your  liberty  upon  all  seas;  but  by  pushing  the  war  you  will 
weaken  yourselves  and  strengthen  France  and  Spain  to  such  a  degree 
that  they  will  have  in  the  end  such  a  superiority  as  may  endanger  your 
liberty.  But  if  Great  Britain  is  to  lose  the  West  India  islands  and  the 
sovereignty  of  the  seas  by  the  independence  of  America,  surely  France, 
Spain,  or  America,  or  all  three  together,  are  to  gain  them.  And  are 
not  these  advantages  as  tempting  to  these  powers  as  to  England,  and 
as  urgent  motives  to  pursue  the  war  ?  So  that  we  come  again  to  the  old 
question,  Wiiich  is  likely  to  hold  out  the  longest?  The  immense  inex- 
liaustil)]e  resources  of  France,  Si)ain,  and  America  togetiier,  or  the 
ruined,  exhausted,  or  distracted  kingdom  of  Great  Britain. 

The  writer  goes  on  :  "  France  has  long  struggled  to  rival  us  in  our 
manufactures  in  vain ;  this  will  enable  her  to  do  it  with  effect."  If  En- 
gland were  to  make  peace  now,  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  P^'rance  would 
be  able  to  rival  lier  in  manufactures — those  I  mean  which  are  most 
wanted  in  America,  of  wool  and  iron.  But  if  she  continues  the  war, 
France  will  be  very  likely  to  rival  her  to  effect,  as  it  is  certain  she  is 
taking  measures  for  the  purpose,  and  the  longer  the  war  continues  the 
more  oi)portunity  she  will  have  of  i)ursuiug  those  measures  to  effect. 

"  We  receive,"  says  he,  "  from  the  West  India  islamls  certain  com- 
modities absolutely  necessary  to  carry  on  our  manufactures  to  any  ad- 
vantage and  extent,  and  which  we  can  procure  from  no  other  country. 
We  must  take  the  reinains  from  France  or  America,  after  they  have 
supplied  themselves  and  fulfilled  their  contracts  with  their  allies,  at 
their  own  prices,  and  loaded  with  tlie  expense  of  foreign  transportation, 
if  we  are  junMnitted  to  trade  for  them  at  all."  Is  it  possible  to  demon- 
strate the  !iecessity  of  nniking  peace  now  while  we  may  more  clearly? 
We  may  now  preserve  the  West  India  islands,  but  continuing  the  war 
we  lose  them  infallibly. 
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"  But  this  is  not  all  we  shall  lose  with  the  West  Indies,"  says  the 
writer.  "  We  must  add  to  our  loss  of  seamen  sustained  by  the  iude- 
])endence  of  America  at  least  twenty  thousand  more  who  have  been 
bred  and  maintained  in  the  trade  from  Great  Britain  to  the  West  lu- 
clies  and  in  the  West  India  trade  among  themselves  and  with  other 
parts,  amounting-  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of  eighty  thousand;  a  loss 
which  can  not  fail  to  affect  the  sensibility  of  every  man  who  loves  this 
country  and  knows  that  its  safety  can  only  be  secured  by  its  navy." 

Is  not  this  full  proof  of  the  necessity  of  making  peace?  These  sea- 
men may  now  be  saved,  with  the  islands  whose  commerce  supports  them. 
But  if  we  continue  the  war  will  Prance  and  Spain  be  less  zealous  to 
conquer  your  islands?  Because  by  this  means  they  will  certainly  take 
away  from  you  and  divide  amoug  themselves  twenty  thousand  seamen. 
Taking  these  islands  from  you  and  annexing  them  to  France  and  Spain 
will  iu  fact  iiu;rease  the  trade  of  France  and  Spain,  the  United  Brov- 
inces  of  the  Low  Countries,  the  United  States  of  America,  and  Den- 
mark; and  the  twenty  thousand  seamen  will  be  divided  ia  some  pro- 
portion among  all  these  powers.  The  Dutch  and  the  Americans  will  have 
the  carriage  of  a  good  deal  of  this  trade  in  consequence  of  their  dis- 
memberment from  you  and  annexation  to  France  and  Spain.  Do  you 
expect  to  save  these  things  by  continuing  the  war?  Or  that  these 
powers  will  be  less  zealous  to  continue  it  by  holding  out  to  them  such 
temptations  f 

"  Will  not  Great  Britain  lose  much  of  her  independence  iu  the  i)res- 
eut  state  of  Europe,"  coutinues  the  writer,  "  while  she  is  obliged  to 
other  countries  for  her  naval  stores?  In  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  we 
paid  at  Stockholm  £3  per  barrel  for  pitch  and  tar  to  the  extortionate 
Swede  ;  and  such  was  the  small  demand  of  those  countries  for  the  manu- 
factures of  this,  that  the  balance  of  tra<]e  was  greatly  in  their  favor. 
The  gold  which  we  obtaineil  in  our  other  commerce  was  continually 
pouring  into  their  laps.  But  we  have  reduced  that  balance  by  our  im- 
portation of  large  quantities  of  those  supplies  from  America." 

But  what  is  there  to  hin<ler  Great  Britain  from  importing  pitch,  tar, 
and  turpentine  from  America  after  her  independence"?  She  may  be 
obliged  to  give  a  somewhat  higher  price,  because  France,  Spain,  Hol- 
land, and  all  other  nations  will  im[)ort  them  too.  But  will  this  higher 
price  in<Uice  America  to  give  up  her  independence  ?  Will  the  prospect 
which  is  opened  to  the  other  maritime  powers  of  drawing  these  sup- 
plies from  America  in  exchange  for  their  productions  make  them  less 
zealous  to  support  American  independence?  Will  the  increase  of  the 
demand  upon  the  northern  powers  for  these  articbs,  iu  consequence  of 
the  destruction  of  the  British  monopoly  in  America,  make  these  powers 
less  inclined  to  American  independency?  The  British  monopoly  and 
British  bounties  it  was  in  fact  which  leduced  the  piice  of  these  arti- 
cles iu  the  northern  markets.  The  ceasing  of  that  monopoly  and  those 
bounties  will  rather  raise  the  price  iu  the  Baltic,  because  those  States 
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iu  America  in  wlticli  ])itcb  ami  tar  cliiefly  grow  liave  so  many  articles 
of  more  ])rotituble  cultivation,  that  without  bounties  it  is  not  probable 
that  trade  will  ilourish  to  a  degree  to  reduce  tbe  prices  in  the  north  of 
Europe. 

"  Sliould  a  war  take  place  between  us  and  the  northern  powers,  where 
are  we  to  i)rocure  our  uaval  stores  "  inquires  the  pamphleteer. 

I  answer,  make  peace  with  America,  and  procure  them  from  her.  But 
if  you  go  to  war  with  America  and  the  northern  i)owers  at  once,  you 
will  get  them  nowhere.  This  writer  appears  to  have  had  no  suspicion 
of  the  real  intentions  of  the  northern  powers  when  he  wrote  his  book. 
What  he  will  say  now,  after  the  confederation  of  all  of  them  against 
Great  Britain — ibr  I  can  call  it  no  otherwise — I  am  at  a  loss  to  conjee 
ture. 

"Timber  of  every  kind,  iron,  saltpeter,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  and 
hemp  are  raised  and  manufactured  in  America.  Fields  of  a  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  hemp  are  to  be  seen  spontaneously  growing  between 
the  Ohio  and  the  ^Mississippi,  and  of  a  quality  little  inferior  to  the 
European." 

Are  not  these  articles  as  i)recious  to  France,  Spain,  and  Holland  as 
to  England  'i  Will  not  these  powers  be  proportionably  active  to  procure 
a  share  of  them,  or  a  liberty  to  trade  in  them,  as  England  will  be  to  de- 
fend her  monopoly  of  them  !  And  will  not  America  be  as  alert  to  obtain 
the  freedom  of  selling  them  to  the  best  advantage  in  a  variety  of  markets 
as  other  nations  will  for  that  of  purchasing  them  ? 

Will  the  coasting  trade,  and  that  of  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean, 
with  the  small  inten^ourse  we  have  in  our  bottoms  with  other  nations, 
furnish  seamen  sutiicient  for  a  navy  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
Great  Britain  and  its  trade!  Will  our  mariners  continue  as  they  are 
when  our  manufactures  are  laboring  under  the  disadvantages  of  re- 
ceiving their  materials  at  higher  and  exorbitant  prices  and  selling  at 
foreign  markets  at  a  certain  loss "?  Will  these  nurseries  of  seamen,  thus 
weakened,  sui)ply  the  loss  of  eighty  thousand,  sustained  by  the  inde- 
pendence of  America  and  the  conciuest  of  the  West  Indies  ? 

But  ^hatis  the  tendency  of  this  ?  If  it  serves  to  convince  Britain  that 
she  sli  .aid  continue  the  war,  does  it  not  serve  to  convince  the  allies 
that  they  ought  to  continue  it  too  1  For  they  are  to  get  all  that  Britain 
is  to  lose,  and  America  is  to  be  the  greatest  gainer  of  all ;  whereas  she 
is  not  only  to  lose  these  objects,  but  her  liberties  too,  if  she  is  subdued. 
France,  Spain,  and  all  the  other  maritime  powers  are  all  to  gain  a  share 
of  these  objects  if  Britain  loses  them ;  whereas  they  not  only  lose  all 
share  in  them,  but  even  the  safety  and  existence  of  their  flags  upon  the 
ocean  may  be  lost  if  America  is  reduced  and  the  British  monopoly  of 
American  trade,  fisheries,  and  seamen  is  revived. 

"It  does  not  require  the  spirit  of  divination  to  perceive  that  (xreat 
Britain,  robbed  of  her  foreign  dominions  and  commerce,  her  nurseries 
of  seamen  lost,  her  navy  weakened,  and  the  jjower  of  h<*r  ambitious 
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letter  of  Dprember  the  11th  folio  win, ij:.  This  they  thought  they  might 
risk,  considering  the  importance  of  the  object;  but  as  the  time  of  your 
arrival  in  Europe  could  not  be  counted  upon  with  certainty,  and  as  the 
negotiation  might  not  be  immediately  practicable,  and,  moreover,  as  a 
disappointment  would  be  highly  injurious  to  tbe  public  faith,  they  de- 
termined to  draw  the  bills  at  six  months'  sight,  which  we  hope  will  allow 
sufhcient  leisure  for  every  preparation. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that  Congress  have  not  taken  this 
measure  without  some  circumstances  of  encouragement  that  a  fund  to 
satisfy  the  draft  would  not  be  unattainable.  Since  the  agreeable  news 
of  your  arrival,  and  to  answer  a  purpose  of  great  national  utility,  Con- 
gress, by  their  resolution  of  the  19th  instant,  have  directed  bills  to  be 
drawn  for  the  additional  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  payable 
at  sixty  days'  sight.  The  exertions  necessary  at  this  crisis  require  the 
command  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  ;  but  these  drafts,  we  hope, 
will  not  be  increased  till  we  have  intelligence  from  you  respecting  your 
prospects  and  assurances.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
from  the  measures  which  have  lately  been  adopted,  and  with  wU'ch  you 
are  made  acquainted  by  the  journals,  the  finances  begin  to  assume  a 
better  appearance,  and  our  public  aftairs  in  general  will,  we  hope,  be 
delivered  from  many  of  the  embarrassments  under  which  the  lia , 
labored,  but  we  earnestly  entreat  you  to  push  every  possible  exertion  li 
procuring  aids  of  money  from  the  court  of  Spain,  without  which  we  are 
fearful  the  measures  of  Congress  fully  to  restore  the  currency  and  prv)S- 
ecute  the  war  with  good  etl'ect  will  fall  short  of  the  desired  success. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

James  Lovell, 
Robert  R.  LivinostonT 
William  C.  HoijSTOn. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.*  ' 

Paris,  June  1%,  1780. 
Sir:  The  refugees  in  England  are  so  great  an  obstacle  to  pfcj.ce,  that 
it  seems  not  improper  for  me  to  take  notice  of  them  to  Congress.  Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson  is  dead.  Whether  the  late  popular  insurrections,  or 
whether  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  .^hirch  respecting 
their  finances,  by  suddenly  extinguishing  the  last  rays  o'  ins  hopes,  put 
a  sudden  end  to  his  life,  or  whether  it  was  owing  to  any  other  cau.se,  1 
know  not.  He  was  born  to  be  the  cause  and  the  victim  of  popular 
fury,  outrage,  and  confiagrations.  Descended  from  an  ancient  and  hon- 
orable family;  born  and  educated  in  America,  professing  all  the  zeal  of 
the  Congregational  religion  ;  aflectmg  to  honor  the  characters  of  the 
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neigbbors  tliua  strengthened  and  iucrea.sed,  will  not  be  able  to  main- 
tain her  independence  among  the  nations." 

If  she  would  now  make  peace  she  might  preserve  not  onl^^  her  in- 
dependence, but  a  great  share  of  her  present  im[)ortance.  If  she  con- 
tinues this  war  but  a  year  or  two  longer,  she  will  be  reduced  to  the 
government  of  her  own  island  in  two  independent  kingdoms — Scotland 
and  England  probably.  As  to  conquest  and  subordination  to  some 
neighboring  power,  none  that  has  common  sense  would  accept  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  island,  because  it  would  cost  infinitely  more  to  main- 
tain it  than  it  would  be  worth. 

Thus  I  have  given  some  account  of  these  "  cool  thoughts  on  the  con- 
sequences of  American  independence,"  wlii(5h  I  consider  as  the  result  of 
all  the  consultations  and  deliberations  of  the  refugees  ujion  this  subject. 

I  think  it  might  as  well  have  been  entitled  an  essay  towards  demon- 
strating that  it  is  the  clear  Interest  and  the  indispensable  duty  of 
America  to  maintain  her  sovereignty  and  her  alliances  at  all  events, 
and  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  all  the  maritime  powers  to  support 
her  in  the  possession  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


\  Franklin  to  the  Officers  and  Seamen  of  the  Alliance." 

VEUSA.TLLES,  June  IG,  1780. 
Oentlemen  :  Having  judged  fit  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
to  apf  )oint  Ooinmodore  Jones  to  the  command  of  the  Alliance  in  her  i)res- 
ent  int^mded  voyage  to  America,  I  hereby  direct  you  to  obey  him  as  your 
captain  till  further  orders  shall  be  given  by  the  honorable  Congress. 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

'  B.  Franklin, 

Minister  Plenipoicntiary  from  the  United  IStates,  etc. 


Lovell  et  al.,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Jay.t 

Philadelphia,  June  IG,  1780. 
^IR  :  The  embarrassments  which  the  dei)reciation  of  the  currency  had 
cicated  in  th3  public  affairs  at  the  time  of  ytnir  dei)arture  for  Europe 
were,  as  you  may  well  remember,  very  distressing,  and  have  till  lately 
continued  to  increase.  Congress,  greatly  anxious  to  avail  themselves 
of  ev^ery  possible  means  of  checking  this  evil,  on  the  23d  of  November 
last  ventured  on  the  expedient  of  drawing  bills  ui)on  you  for  one  hun- 
dred thousand  pounds  sterling,  as  you  have  been  already  advised  by 

'M8S.  Dep.  of  state. 
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first  planters  of  the  New  World,  and  to  vindicate  the  character  of 
America,  and  especially  of  New  England;  early  initiated  into  public 
business;  industrious  and  indefatigable  in  it ;  beloved  and  esteemed  by 
the  people;  elected  and  trusted  by  them  and  their  representatives;  his 
views  opened  and  extended  by  repeated  travels  in  Europe;  minutely 
informed  in  the  history  of  his  country  ;  author  of  an  history  of  it  which 
was  extensively  read  in  Europe;  engaged  in  extensive  correspondence 
in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America;  favored  with  the  crown  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  possessed  of  its  honors  and  emoluments;— possessed  of  all  these 
advantages  and  surrounded  by  all  these  circumstances,  he  was  perhaps 
the  only  man  in  the  world  who  could  have  brought  on  the  controversy 
between  Great  Britain  and  America  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time  it 
was  done,  and  involved  the  two  countries  in  an  enmity  which  must  end 
in  their  everlasting  separation.  Yet  this  was  the  character  of  the  man 
and  these  his  memorable  actions.  An  inextinguishable  ambition  and 
avarice,  that  were  ever  seen  among  his  other  qualities,  and  which  grew 
with  his  growth  and  strengthened  with  his  age  and  experience,  and  at 
last  predominated  over  every  other  passion  of  his  heart  and  principle 
of  his  mind,  rendered  him  credulous  to  a  childish  degree  of  everything 
that  favored  his  ruling  passion,  and  blind  and  deaf  to  everything  that 
thwarted  it  to  such  a  degree,  that  his  representations,  with  those  of  his 
fellow  laborer  Bernard,  drew  on  the  king,  ministry,  Parliament,  and 
nation  to  concert  measures  whicli  will  end  in  their  reduction  and  the 
exaltation  of  America. 

I  thiidc  I  see  visible  traces  of  his  councils  in  a  number  of  pamphlets 
not  long  since  published  in  London,  and  ascribed  to  Mr.  Galloway.  It 
is  most  probable  that  they  were  concerted  between  the  ministry  and 
the  refugees  in  general,  and  that  Mr.  Galloway  was  to  be  given  out  as 
the  ostensible,  as  he  probably  was  the  principal,  autlior. 

"Tlie  Cool  Thoughts  on  the  Consequences  of  American  Independ- 
ence," although  calculated  to  inflame  a  hasty,  warlike  nation  to  i)ursue 
the  conquest  of  America,  are  sober  reasons  for  defending  our  independ- 
ence and  our  alliances,  and  therefore  ])roper  for  me  to  lay  before  my  coun- 
trymen. The  pajnphlet  says:  "It  has  been  often  asserted  that  Great 
Britain  has  expended  in  settling  and  defending  America  more  than  she 
will  ever  be  able  to  repay,  and  that  it  will  be  more  to  the  profit  of  this 
kingdom  to  give  her  independence  and  to  lose  what  we  have  expended 
than  to  retain  her  as  a  part  of  her  dominions."'  To  this  he  answers: 
"That  the  bounties  on  articles  of  commerce  and  the  expense  of  the  last 
war  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  America,  and  that  the  sums  expended 
in  support  of  colonial  governments  have  been  confined  to  New  York, 
the  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Nova  Scotia,  and  East  and  West  Florida.  The 
New  England,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and 
Virginia  have  not  cost  Great  Britain  a  farthing,  and  that  tlse  whole 
expense  of  the  former  is  no  more  than  £I,7(»),(MK);  and  when  we  deduct 
the  £700,000  extravagantly  expended  in  buihliug  a  key  at  Halifax, 
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we  can  only  call  it  one  iiiillioii/'     He  concludes:  "Tliat  ])osterity  will 
feel  that  America  was  not  only  worth  all  that  was  spent  upon  her,  but 
that  a  just,  firm,  an<l  constitutional  subordination  of  the  Colonies  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  independence  and  existence  of  Great  Brit- , 
ain."     Here  1  think  I  see  the  traces  of  Mr.  Hutchinson. 

Another  argument,  he  says,  much  relied  ou  by  the  advocates  for 
American  independence  is,  "  that  a  similarity  of  laws,  religion,  and 
manners  has  formed  an  attachment  between  the  people  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  America  which  will  insure  to  Great  Britain  a  preference  in  the 
commerce  of  America."  He  agrees  "  that  a  uniformity  of  laws  and 
religion,  united  with  a  subordination  to  the  same  supreme  authority,  in 
a  great  measure  forms  and  fixes  the  national  attachment.  But  when 
the  laws  and  the  supreme  authority  are  abolished,  the  manners,  habits, 
and  customs  derived  from  them  will  soon  be  effaced.  When  different 
systems  of  laws  and  governments  shall  be  established,  other  habits  and 
manners  must  take  place.  The  fact  is  that  the  Americana  have  al- 
ready instituted  governments  as  opposite  to  the  principles  upon  which 
the  British  Government  is  established  as  human  invention  could  pos- 
sibly devise.  New  laws  are  made,  and  will  be  made,  in  conformity  to 
and  in  support  of  their  new  political  systems,  and,  of  course,  destructive 
to  this  national  attachment.  Their  new  States  being  altogether  popular, 
their  essential  laws  do  already  and  will  continue  to  bear  a  greater  re- 
semblance to  those  of  the  demooratical  cantons  of  Switzerland  than  to 
the  laws  and  i)olicy  of  Great  Britain.  Thus  we  find  in  tlieir  first  acts 
the  strongest  of  all  proofs  of  an  aversion  in  their  rulers  to  our  national 
policy,  and  a  sure  foundation  laid  to  obliterate  all  affection  and  attach- 
ment to  this  country  among  the  people.  How  long,  then,  can  we  expect 
that  their  attachment,  arising  from  a  similarity  of  laws,  habits,  and 
manners,  if  any  such  should  remain,  will  (continue  ?  No  longer  than 
between  the  United  Provinces  and  Si)ai!i,  or  the  Corsi(;aus  and  the 
Genoese,  which  was  changed,  from  the  moment  of  their  separation,  into 
an  enmity,  which  is  not  worn  out  to  this  day." 

How  it  is  possible  for  these  rulers,  who  are  the  creatures  of  the  ])eo- 
ple,  and  constantly  dependent  upon  them  for  their  political  existence-;, 
to  have  the  strongest  aversion  to  the  national  policy  of  Great  Britain, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  far  greater  part  of  the  people  wish  and  hope 
for  a  union  with  that  country  and  are  ready  to  unite  in  reducing  the 
powers  of  those  rulers  as  this  author  asserts,  1  know  not.  1  leave  him 
to  reconcile  it.  If  he  had  l)een  candid  and  confessed  that  the  attach- 
ment in  American  minds  in  general  is  not  very  strong  to  the  laws  and 
Government  of  England,  and  that  they  rather  prefer  a  different  form 
of  govi'rnment,  I  should  have  agreed  with  hiin,  as  I  certainly  shall  agree 
that  no  attachment  between  nations  arising  merely  from  a  similarity  of 
laws  and  government  is  ever  very  strong,  or  sufficient  to  bind  nations 
together  who  have  opposite  or  even  different  interests. 

"As  to  the  attachments,"  says  he,  "  arising  from  a  similarity  of  religion. 
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they  will  appear  .still  more  groundless  aud  ridiculous.  America  has  no 
predominant  religion.  There  is  not  a  religious  society  in  P^urope  which 
is  uot  to  be  found  in  America.  If  we  wish  to  visit  the  churches  of 
England,  or  the  meetings  of  the  Lutherans,  Methodists,  Calvinists, 
Presbyterians,  Moravians,  Menonists,  Swintielders,  Dumi)lers,or  Koman 
Catholics,  we  shall  find  them  all  in  America. 

"  What  a  motley,  or  rather  how  many  different  and  oi)posite  attach- 
ments will  this  jumble  of  religions  make! 

"  Should  there  be  auy  remains  of  this  kiiul  of  national  attachment,  we 
may  conclude  that  the  Lutherans,  Calvinists,  jNIenonists,  Swiufielders, 
Dumi)lers,  and  Moravians  will  be  attached  to  Germany,  the  country 
from  whence  they  emigrated  and  where  their  religions  are  best  toler- 
ated j  the  Presbyterians  and  Puritans  to  Ireland;  aud  the  Roman 
Catholics  to  France,  Spain,  and  the  pope,  and  the  small  number  of  the 
Church  of  England  to  Great  Britain. 

"  Do  we  not  daily  see  monarchies  at  war  with  monarchies,  infidels  with 
infidels,  Christians  with  Christians,  Catholics  with  Catholics,  and  dis- 
senters with  dissenters  '?  What  stress  then,  can  be  justly  laid  on  an 
attachment  arising  from  a  similarity  of  laws,  governiuent,  or  religion? 

"It  has  also  been  asserted  that  America  will  be  led  from  motives  of 
interest  to  give  the  prefereiu;e  in  trade  to  this  country,  because  we  can 
supply  her  with  manufactures  cheaper  thau  she  can  raise  them  or  pur- 
chase them  from  others. 

"  But  a  commercial  alliance  is  already  ratified  greatly  injurious  to 
the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  should  France  succeed  in  supporting 
American  independence,  no  one  can  doubt  but  other  treaties  yet  more 
injurious  will  be  added;  and  as  to  the  ability  of  America  to  manufac- 
ture, she  possesses,  or  can  produce,  a  greater  variety  of  raw  materials 
than  any  other  country  ou  the  globe.  When  she  shall  have  a  separate 
and  distinct  interest  of  her  own  to  pursue,  her  views  will  be  enlarged, 
her  policy  exerted  to  her  own  benefit,  and  her  interest,  instead  of  being 
united  with,  will  become  not  only  different  from,  but  opposite  to,  that 
ot  Great  Britain.  She  will  readily  perceive  that  manufactures  are  the 
great  foundation  of  commerce,  that  commerce  is  the  great  means  of 
acquiring  wealth,  and  that  wealth  is  necessary  to  her  own  safety.  With 
these  interesting  prospects  before  her  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  that 
she  will  not  exert  her  capacity  to  promote  manufactures  aud  commerce. 
She  will  see  it  to  be  clearly  her  interest  not  only  to  manufacture  for 
herself,  but  others.  Laws  will  be  made  granting  bounties  to  encourage 
it,  and  duties  will  be  laid  to  discourage  or  prohibit  foreign  importations. 
By  these  measures  her  manufactures  will  increase,  her  commerce  will 
be  extended ;  and  feeling  the  benefits  of  them  as  they  rise,  her  industry 
will  be  excited,  until  she  shall  not  only  supply  her  own  wants,  but  those 
of  Great  Britain  herself,  with  all  the  manufactures  made  with  her  own 
materials.  The  nature  of  commerce  is  roving;  she  has  been  at  differ- 
ent periods  m  possession  of  the  Phoeuiciaus,  Carthageuiaus,  aud  the 
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Venetians ;  Germany  and  France  lately  en  joyed  lier,  and  snpplied  Great 
Britain  with  their  manufactures.  Great  Britain  at  present  I'olds  her  in 
her  arms." 

Surely  it  was  never  intended  that  any  American  should  read  this 
pamphlet,  it  contains  so  many  arguments  and  motives  tor  perseverance 
in  our  righteous  and  glorious  cause.  It  is  astonishing,  however,  that 
instead  of  stimulating  England  to  pursue  tlieir  unjust  and  inglorious 
enterprise,  it  does  not  convince  all  of  the  impracticability  of  it,  and 
induce  them  to  make  peace. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Frank]  ill  to  Carmicliael.* 

Passy,  June  17,  1780. 
Dear  Sir  :  Your  favor  of  the  22d  i>ast  canu^  duly  to  hand.  John  Dal- 
rymple  has  been  here  some  tin)e,  but  I  hear  nothing  of  his  political  oi)er- 
ations.  The  learned  talk  of  the  discovery  he  has  made  in  the  Escurial 
library  of  forty  epistoles  of  Brutus,  a  missing  part  of  Tacitus,  and  a 
piece  of  Seneca,  that  have  never  yet  been  printed,  which  excite  much 
curiosity.  He  has  not  been  with  me,  and  1  am  told  by  one  of  his  friends 
that  though  he  wished  to  see  me,  he  did  not  think  it  i)rudent.  So  1 
suppose  I  shall  have  no  communication  with  him,  for  1  shall  not  seek 
it.  As  Count de  Vergenucs  has  mentioned  nothing  to  me  of  any  memo- 
rial from  him,  I  suppose  he  has  not  presented  it;  perhaps  discouraged 
by  the  reception  it  met  with  in  Spain.  So  I  wish,  for  curiosity's  sake, 
you  would  send  me  a  copy  of  it.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived 
safely  at  Boston  on  the  28th  of  April,  and  it  is  said  gave  expectations 
of  the  coming  of  a  scjuadron  and  troops.  The  vessel  that  brings  this 
left  New  London  the  2d  of  May.  Her  captain  reports  that  the  siege 
of  Charleston  was  raised,  the  troops  attacked  in  their  retreat,  and 
Clinton  killed;  but  this  wants  conlirmation.  London  has  been  in  the 
utmost  confusion  for  seven  or  eight  days.  The  beginning  of  this  Jiionth 
a  mob  of  fanatics,  joined  by  a  mob  of  rogues,  burnt  and  destroyed 
property  to  the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  a  million  sterling.  Chapels  of 
foreign  ambassadors,  houses  of  members  of  I'arliament  that  uad  pro- 
moted the  act  for  lavoriug  Catholics,  and  the  houses  of  many  private 
persons  of  that  religion  were  pillaged  and  consumed  or  i)ulled  down  to 
tlie  number  of  tifty ;  among  the  rest  Lord  ManstiehFs  is  burnt,  with  all 
his  furniture,  pictures,  books,  and  papers.  Thus  he  who  approved  the 
burning  American  houses  has  had  fire  brought  home  to  him.  [Had  the 
mob  burned  none  other  we  might  have  more  easily  excused  them.]! 
He  himself  was  horribly  scared,  and  Governor  Hutchinson,  it  is  said, 
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died  outright  of  the  fright.  The  luob,  tired  with  roaring  and  rioting  seven 
days  and  nights,  were  at  h^ugth  sa[)pressed,  and  (juiet  restored  on  the 
9th  in  the  evening.  I^ext  day  Lord  George  Gordon  was  committed  to 
the  tower. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  little  piece  you  desire.*  To  understand  it 
rightly  you  should  be  accjuainted  with  some  few  circuujstances.  The 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed  is  Madame  Brillon,  a  lady  of  most 
respectable  character  and  pleasing  conversation,  mistress  of  an  amiable 
family  in  this  neighborhood  with  which  I  spend  an  evening  twice  in 
every  week.  She  has,  among  other  elegant  accomplishments,  that  of 
an  excellent  musician,  and,  with  her  daughters,  who  sing  prettily,  and 
some  friends  who  play,  she  kindly  entertains  me  and  my  grandson  with 
little  concerts,  a  dish  of  tea,  and  a  game  of  chess.  I  call  this  my  opera, 
for  1  rarely  go  to  the  o[)era  at  Faris. 

The  Moulin  Joly  is  a  little  island  in  the  Seine,  about  two  leagues  from 
hence,  part  of  the  country  seat  of  another  friend  (Watelet),  where  wo 
visit  every  summer,  and  spend  a  day  in  the  pleasing  society  of  the  in- 
genious, learned,  and  very  polite  persons  who  inhabit  it.  At  the  time 
when  the  letter  was  written  all  conversations  at  Paris  were  filled  with 
disputes  about  the  music  of  Gluck  and  Picini,  a  German  and  Italian 
musician,  who  divided  the  town  into  violent  parties.  A  friend  of  this 
latly,  having  obtained  a  copy  of  it  under  a  promise  iiot  to  giv^e  another, 
did  not  observe  that  promise,  so  that  many  have  been  taken,  and  it  is 
become  as  i)ublic  as  such  a  thing  can  well  be  that  is  not  printed  ;  but 
I  could  iiot  dream  of  its  being  heard  of  at  Madrid.  The  thought  was 
partly  taken  from  a  little  piece  of  some  unknown  writer,  which  I  met 
with  fifty  years  since  in  a  newspaper,  and  which  the  sight  of  the 
ephemera  brought  to  my  recollection. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours,  most  affectionately, 

B.    FliANKLlN. 

[Your  namesake  will  send  you  copies  of  what  passed  between  Lee  and 
M.  Grand.  What  relates  to  the  ditfereuce  between  Sir  George  and  M. 
Dumas  I  nmy  tell  you  some  time  or  other;  it  is  not  very  important  to 
you  to  know  at  present  and  is  improper  to  write.  Mr.  Lee  has  been  long 
at  D'Orient  (sic),  waiting  for  a  passage  on  board  the  Alliance.  1  have 
yesterday  received  several  letters  acquainting  me  with  a  mutiny  on 
board  that  ship  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  instigated.  I  have  ob- 
tained and  sent  down  orders  to  apprehend  and  imprison  some  of  the 
chiefs,  which  I  hope  will  produce  quiet.  That  restless  genius,  where\  er 
he  IS,  must  either  find  or  make  a  quarrel. 

I  received  the  act  you  mention  from  the  State  of  Maryland,  with  a 
letter  from  the  governor,  desiring  me  to  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  the 
trustees  in  London,  and  to  learn  from  them  whether  they  would  execute 
it,  by  selling  the  stock  and  paying  the  bills  to  be  drawn  on  them.     1  have 
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accordingly  sent  the  act  and  written  to  them  requesting  an  answer,  but 
have  yet  received  none.  It  is  only  in  case  of  their  refusal  to  act  that  I 
am  empowered  to  name  one  of  the  several  persons  mentioned,  and  I 
apprehend  that  if  they  refuse  it  will  be  on  this  principle,  that  they 
were  appointed  and  intrusted  by  an  act  of  the  ohl  government;  that 
the  new  is  not  yet  acknowledged  in  England  sufficiently  to  authorize 
the  operation  it  requires;  and  that  if  by  the  fortune  or  (of"?)  war  the  old 
should  be  restored,  they  may  be  subject  to  a  suit  for  breach  of  trust  in 
com[)lying  with  the  directions  of  a  law  not  made  by  due  authority,  etc. 
I  also  think  that  if  they  refuse,  my  nomination  of  another  will  also  be 
deemed  insufficient  by  the  bank,  which  never  pays  money  it  has  been 
intrusted  witii  but  to  the  order  of  the  persons  who  actually  dei)osited  it, 
and  who  in  this  case  were  the  trustees.  1  remember  that  having,  when 
in  Jjondon,  about  thirty  thousand  pounds  in  my  bauds  belonging  to  the 
assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  was  ordered  to  deposit  in  the  bank 
subject  to  their  drafts,  the  bank  refused  to  receive  it  on  such  condition, 
acquainting  me  that  they  never  took  in  money  for  account  of  persons 
residing  in  other  countries—never  but  for  account  of  persons  residing  at 
the  time  in  London,  on  whose  drafts  only  it  was  to  be  repaid;  so  that 
I  was  obliged  to  dei»osit  the  money  as  in  my  own  name,  and  the  assem- 
bly to  draw  upon  me.  This  (thus?)  1  imagine  that  if  the  trustees  re- 
fuse the  act  will  prove  abortive,  for  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  the 
bank,  even  if  it  would  formerly  have  i)aid  respect  to  an  act  of  as- 
sembly, will  in  this  case  take  upon  itself  to  acknowledge  the  authority 
of  the  new  State  before  it  is  acknowledged  by  government,  and  pay  to 
a  person  of  my  nomination  moneys  deposited  with  them  by  Messrs. 
Hanbury,  etc  But  if  it  sliall  i)rove  that  1  am  mistaken,  1  will  then,  as 
you  decline  the  service,  take  your  advice  in  the  nomination  of  another.]* 


Franklin  to  Jones.  + 

Passy,  June  17,  1780. 
Sir  :  Having  been  informed  by  several  gentlemen  from  L'Orient  that 
it  is  there  generally  understood  the  mutiny  on  board  your  shii)  lias 
been  advised  or  i)ri)nioted  by  the  honorable  Arthur  Lee,  es<|.,  whom  I 
had  ordered  you  to  receive  as  a  i)asseuger,  I  hereby  withdraw  that 
order  so  far  as  to  leave  the  execution  of  it  to  your  discretion  ;  that  if, 
from  the  circumstances  which  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  it  should 
appear  to  you  tiuit  the  peace  and  good  government  of  the  ship  during 
the  voyage  may  be  endangered  by  his  presence,  you  may  decline  tak- 
ing that  gentleman,  which  I  apprehend  need  uot  obstruct  his  return  to 
America,  as  there  are  several  ships  going  under  your  convoy,  and  no 
doubt  any  of  their  passengers  may  be  prevailed  with  to  change  places. 
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But  if  you  Judge  those  suspicious  groundless,  you  will  comply  with  the 
order  aforesaid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble 
servant. 


Franklin  to  Nesbit.* 

Passy,  June  17,  1780. 

SiK  :  1  thank  you  for  the  inforniation  contained  in  your  favor  of  the 
13th  instant.  Orders  are  gone  down  from  the  government  to  secure 
Captain  Landais,  and  assist  Captain  Jones  in  recovering  the  command 
of  his  ship.  I  am  sensible  the  ofiScers  and  men  must  have  been  misled, 
n)0st  probably  by  the  person  you  suspect  as  much  as  by  Captain  Lan- 
dais, and  I  doubt  not  their  returning  to  their  duty,  and  that  your  ship 
will  have  the  benefit  of  being  under  the  care  and  convoy  of  that  brave 
commander. 

With  great  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  etc. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes." 

Passy,  June  18, 1780. 
Sir  :  I  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing me  the  17th  of  this  month,  together  with  the  letters  enclosed  of  M. 
de  Sartine  and  of  the  ambassador  of  Holland.  ConcCTuing  the  ship 
i^/om,whicli  had  been  brought  into  Cherbourg  by  the  BlacT^  Prince  \}t\- 
vateer,  your  excellency  will  see  by  the  enclosed  paper  that  I  had  already 
given  orders  for  the  release  of  the  vessel,  with  payment  of  damages, 
before  the  ambassador's  complaint  was  made,  and  by  letter  to  the 
owners  may  be  seen  what  my  sentiments  are  with  regard  to  the  prin- 
ciple about  to  be  established  by  neutral  powers.  This  single  cargo  I 
nevertheless  condemned  to  the  use  of  the  captors,  excei)ting  what 
should  be  reclaimed  on  oath  by  the  subjects  of  Holland.!  My  reasons 
for  doing  so  were  : 

(1)  Because  the  law  has  been  settled  in  America  that  enemies'  prop- 
erty found  in  neutral  ships  might  be  taken  out  of  the  same,  paying  the 
freight  that  would  have  been  due  if  the  ships  had  completed  their  voy- 
ages, together  with  all  costs  and  damages.  Of  this  there  have  been 
alrea<ly  several  instances,  and  foreign  owners  have  been  so  well  satis- 
tied  with  the  hantlsome  treatment  their  ships  met  with  when  carried 
into  our  ports  on  such  occasions,  that  I  never  heard  of  any  complaint. 

(2)  Because  the  English  have  always  condemned  and  confiscated 
American  property  found  in  Dutch  ships,  of  which  there  have  been,  I 
am  informed,  many  instances  in  America;  and  neither  the  Dutch  cap- 
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tains  nor  owners  have  ever  complained  of  this  as  a  violation  of  the  flag 
of  their  nation  nor  claimed  its  right  of  protecting  onr  goods  in  their 
ships,  but  have  delivered  them  up  to  the  English  on  receiving  their 
freight. 

(3)  Because  a  treaty  has  been  long  since  offered  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  to  Holland,  in  which  there  was  an  article  that  free  shii)s 
should  make  free  goods,  but  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  that  offer, 
and  it  was  understood  that  till  such  a  treaty  was  entered  into  the  old 
law  of  nations  took  place,  by  which  the  property  of  an  enemy  was 
deemed  a  good  prize  wherever  found;  and  this  vessel,  charged  with 
English  property,  being  brouglit  in  on  the  captain's  voluntary  declara- 
tion that  it  was  such,  l)efore  the  intention  of  the  neutral  powers  to 
change  that  law  could  be  known,  it  was  thought  that  the  captor's 
right  to  the  cargo  could  not  fairly  be  refused. 

I  hope  these  reasons  and  the  orders  I  had  given  will  be  satisfactory 
to  his  excellency  the  ambassador  of  their  high  mightinesses,  whom  I 
highly  esteem  and  respect.  1  am  perfectly  convinced  of  the  wis<lom  of 
your  excellency's  reflections  on  the  subject,  and  you  will  always  find 
mei)ursuing  a  conduct  conformable  to  those  just  sentiments. 

With  regard  to  the  observation  of  M.  de  Sartine  on  the  "inconven- 
ience resulting  from  American  privateers  fitted  out  as  the  Black  Prince 
is,  by  Frenchmen,  and  yet  not  subject  to  the  same  forms  and  laws  with 
your  privateers,"  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  by  the  express  words  of 
the  commission  granted  to  them  they  are  directed  to  submit  the  i)rizes 
they  shall  carry  into  any  port  in  the  dominions  of  a  foreign  state  to  the 
judgment  of  the  admiralty  courts  established  in  such  ports  or  states, 
and  acconling  to  the  usages  there  in  force.  Several  of  our  first  [)rizes 
brought  into  France  were,  if  I  mistake  not,  so  judged;  and  it  was  not 
upon  any  request  of  mine  that  such  causes  were  afterwards  referred  to 
me,  nor  am  I  desirous  of  continuing  to  exercise  that  jurisdiction.  If, 
therefore,  the  judgment  I  have  given  in  the  case  of  the  Flora  is  lujt 
approved,  and  the  Council  of  Prizes  will  take  the  trouble  of  re-examin- 
ing and  trying  that  cause  and  those  of  all  other  prizes  to  be  brought  in 
hereafter  by  American  cruisers,  it  will  be  very  agreeable  to  me,  and 
from  the  very  terms  above  mentioned  of  the  commission  I  think  it  will 
also  be  agreeable  to  the  Congress.  Nor  do  I  desire  to  encourage  the 
fitting  out  of  privateers  in  France  by  the  king's  subjects  with  American 
commissions.  1  have  had  many  applications  of  the  kind,  which  I  have 
refused,  advising  the  owners  to  apply  for  the  commissions  of  his  maj- 
esty. The  case  of  the  Blade  Prince  was  particular.  She  had  been  an 
old  smuggler  on  the  coasts  of  England  and  Ireland,  was  taken  as  such 
and  carried  into  Dublin,  where  her  crew  found  means  to  break  prison, 
cut  their  vessel  out  of  the  harbor,  and  escaped  with  her  to  Dunkerque. 
It  w^ns  represented  to  me  that  the  people,  being  all  English  and  Irish, 
were  afraid  to  continue  their  smuggling  business,  lest  if  they  should 
be  again  taken  they  might  be  punished  as  British  subjects  for  their 
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crime  at  Dublin,  aud  that  they  were  willing  to  go  a  privateering  against 
the  English;  but  speaking  no  other  language,  they  imagined  they 
might,  if  taken,  better  pass  as  Americans  if  they  had  an  American 
commission,  than  as  Frenchmen,  if  under  a  French  commission.  On 
these  grounds  I  was  applied  to  for  a  commission,  which  I  granted  be- 
lieving that  such  a  swift  vessel,  with  a  crew  that  knew  so  well  all  parts 
of  the  enemy's  coasts,  might  greatly  molest  their  coasting  trade.  Her 
first  success  occasioned  adding  the  Black  Princess,  by  the  same  owners, 
and  between  them  theyhave taken  and  sent  in,orrausomed  or  destroyed, 
an  amazing  number  of  vessels;  I  think  near  eighty.  But  1  shall  continue 
to  refuse  granting  any  more  commissions  except  to  American  vessels; 
and  if,  under  the  circumstances  above  represented,  it  is  thought  never- 
theless inconvenient  that  the  commissions  of  the  Black  Prince  and  Prin- 
cess should  coutiune,  I  willimine<liately  recall  them. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  am,  your  excellency's. 


Jay  to  Neiifville  &  Son,  at  Amsterdam. 

Madrid,  June  IS,  1780. 

Gentlemen  :  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  favors  on  the  subject  of 
the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens.  The  kind  concern  you  take  in  the 
credit  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States  merits  their  acknowledg- 
ments, and  1  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  of  communicating  to  Con- 
gress 3'our  very  friendly  propositions  relative  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
bills. 

Whether  Dr.  Franklin  is  in  (iircumstances  to  agree  to  these  i)roposi- 
tions  1  know  not.  They  certainly  are  very  generous  and  liberal,  and 
would  be  attended  with  very  happy  effects.  I  am  persuaded  that  Con- 
gress would  strain  every  nerve  to  fulfill  them.  I  have  no  intelligence 
whatever  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  am  much  at  a  loss  to  conjecture  what 
should  detain  hini. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress. 
[TrauslatioiJ.] 

Philadelphia,  June  18,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  undersigned,  minister  of  France,  has  witnessed  the  efforts 
of  Congress  to  enable  the  commander-in-chief  to  make  a  glorious  com- 
mencement of  the  campaign  ;  he  is  convinced  of  the  zeal  with  which  all 
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its  members  are  animated,  and  if  the  army  has  not  hitherto  receiv^ed 
any  of  the  re-enforcements  announced  in  January  last,  he  is  persuaded 
that  Congress  deeply  lament  those  delays,  and  are  sincerely  desirous 
to  prevent  the  fatal  consequences  which  might  result  from  them.  The 
undersigned  has  since  the  beginning  of  this  year  continued  to  make  the 
most  pressing  representations  on  this  subject,  and  all  the  answers  that 
he  has  received  tend  to  assure  him  that  the  arrangements  which  were 
announced  would  be  carried  into  full  execution  at  the  beginning  of 
this  month.  Now  that  the  time  fixed  for  putting  the  army  on  a  re- 
spectable footing  has  passed  by,  and  it  is  but  too  certain  that  the  re-en- 
forcements demanded  four  or  five  months  ago  have  not  yet  arrived,  he 
earnestly  entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased  to  pay  immediate  attention 
to  the  supply  of  these  troops  and  to  the  fulfillment  of  their  promises. 

The  king,  after  the  i^ositive  assurances  which  he  has  received,  has 
not  the  least  doubt  that  the  American  army  is  now  twenty-five  thousand 
strong,  not  including  commissioned  officers,  and  that  it  is  at  this  moment  in 
a  condition  to  undertake  the  most  vigorous  offensive  operations  against  the 
enemy  in  the  posts  ichich  he  occupies  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  Congress,  while  giving  these  assurances,  expressed  in  a!i  urgent 
manner  the  wish  that  a  French  squadron  should  facilitate  the  opera- 
tions of  the  land  troops.  The  king  has  been  eager  to  comi)ly  with  the 
requests  of  the  thirteen  States.  Their  assurances  are  the  basis  of  the 
measures  which  his  majesty  has  taken.  A  squadron  is  on  the  x^oint  of 
arrival,  and  the  French  generals  expect  to  find  forces  respectable  in 
numbers  ready  to  enter  upon  action.  If  at  the  moment  of  their  arrival 
they  are  deprived  of  the  co  operation  upon  which  thej"  have  reason  to 
rely,  the  most  precious  time  for  action  will  be  lost;  the  enemy  will  have 
time  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  defense,  and  perhaps  to  receive 
re  enforcements ;  the  soldiers'  ardor  will  be  quenched  in  inaction,  and 
this  delay  will  cause  the  loss  of  all  the  advantages  of  a  campaign, 
which,  if  conducted  with  suitable  promptness  and  activity,  might  have 
been  made  most  useful  to  the  common  cause,  and  perhaps  decisive. 

It  being  manifestly  necessary  to  complete  the  army,  the  undersigned 
has  no  doubt  that  Congress,  as  well  from  regard  to  the  public  interest 
as  to  its  own  glory  and  the  performance  of  its  promises,  will  immediately 
take  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  measures  more  effectual  thau 
those  which  have  hitherto  been  taken.  He  hopes  also  that  the  proper 
arrangements  will  be  made  for  constantly  maintaining  during  the 
whole  campaign  the  number  which  has  been  announced,  and  he  takes 
the  liberty  of  recommending  this  important  object  in  an  equal  degree  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  minister  of  France,  convinced  of  the  zeal  for  the  public  good 
which  inspires  this  assembly,  as  well  as  of  its  wisdom  and  prudence, 
hopes  that  it  will  see  in  his  representations  only  a  new  proof  of  his  at- 
tachment to  the  common  cause;  that  it  will  not  be  offended  at  the  free- 
dom with  which  he  expresses  himself  ui)on  so  important  a  subject,  and 


JUNE    21,  1780.  805 

that  it  will  be  pleased  to  put  biiu  iu  a  situation  to  transmit  to  his  court 
satisfactory  details  respectiug-  the  fultilliueut  of  the  assurances  made 
to  him  by  Congress  in  January  last.* 

Luzerne. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  June  20, 1780. 

Sir:  Last  evening  I  received  the  letter  an  extract  of  which  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose.  It  is  from  Gerry,  a  member  of  Congress,  who 
has  been  a  member  of  their  treasury  board  from  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1776.]: 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Congress  did  not  publish  their 
resolution  to  pay  oft"  the  loan-office  certificates  according  to  the  value 
of  money  at  the  time  of  their  being  respectively  issued  with  their  reso- 
lutions of  the  ISth  of  March;  because  this,  I  think,  would  have  pre- 
vented the  alarm  that  has  been  spread  in  Europe.  It  will  be  found 
that  almost  all  the  interest  that  European  merchants  or  others  have  iu 
our  funds  lies  in  these  certificates,  and  that  almost  all  the  paper  bills 
now  in  possession  of  their  factors  in  America  have  been  received  within 
a  few  months  immediately  before  the  18th  of  March,  and  consequently 
received  at  a  depreciation  of  forty  for  one  at  least,  perhaps  at  a  much 
greater. 

Although  some  Euroi)eans  may  have  considerable  sums  in  loan- 
office  certificates,  yet  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  whole  will  be 
found  much  less  than  is  imagined.  They  have  realized  their  property 
generally  as  they  went  along.  Some  may  have  purchased  lands,  others 
have  purchased  bills  of  exchange,  others  have  purchased  the  produce 
of  the  country,  which  they  have  exported  to  St.  Eustatia,  to  the  French 
West  India  islands,  and  to  Europe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.  ^ 

[Translation.] 

Versailles,  June  21,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  v^^rite  to  me  on  the  16th  of  this  month,  and  also  the  extract  of  the  let- 
ter addressed  to  you  from  Boston,  dated  April  26. 


*  See  the  proceedings  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  this  letter  in  the  public  jour- 
nal of  Congress  under  the  date  of  June  21,  17d0. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  149 ;  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  188. 

t  See  Gerry  to  J.  Adams,  May  o,  1780,  supra. 

§MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Cor.,  150,  with  verbal  changes ;  7  J.  Adams' 
Works,  1<J0. 
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From  this  it  appears  that  the  assembly  of  Massachusetts  has  deter- 
miued  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  Congress  fixing  the  value  of  the  paper 
money  at  forty  for  one  in  specie.  On  reading  that  resolution  I  was  per- 
suaded that  it  had  no  other  object  than  that  of  restoring  the  value  of 
the  paper  money  by  lessening  its  quantity,  and  that  in  conseqnence  of 
that  operation  the  paper  not  brought  in  would  take  its  course  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances,  that  would  give  it  a  greater  or  less  degree  of 
credit.  What  confirmed  me  in  this  opinion  was  the  liberty  given  to  the 
possessors  of  the  paper  money  to  carry  it  to  the  treasury  of  their  State 
or  to  keep  it  in  their  own  possession.  But  from  the  information  I  have 
since  received,  and  the  letter  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate to  me,  f  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress 
to  maintain  the  paper  money  invariably  at  the  exchange  of  forty  for 
one,  and  to  settle  on  that  footing  all  the  })aper  money  which  has  been 
thrown  into  circnlation,  in  order  to  reduce  insensibly  the  two  hnndred 
millions  of  dollars  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  five  inillions. 

1  will  not  presume,  sir,  to  criticise  upon  this  operation,  because  I  have 
no  right  to  examine  or  comment  upon  the  internal  arrangements  which 
Congress  may  consider  as  just  and  i)rofitable  ;  and  moreover  I  readily 
agree  that  there  may  be  some  situations  so  critical  as  to  force  the  best 
regulated  and  best  established  governments  to  adopt  extraordinary 
measures  to  repair  their  finances  and  put  them  in  condition  to  answer 
the  public  expenses  ;  and  this  I  am  persuaded  has  been  the  principal 
reason  that  induced  Congress  to  depreciate  the  money  which  they  them- 
selves have  emitted. 

But  while  T  admit,  sir,  that  that  assembly  might  have  recourse  to  the 
expedient  above  mentioned  in  order  to  remove  their  load  of  debt,  I  am 
tar  from  agreeing  that  it  is  just  or  agreeable  to  the  ordinary  course  of 
things  to  extend  the  effect  to  strangers  as  well  as  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  confined  to 
Americans,  and  that  an  exception  ought  to  be  made  iufavor  of  strangers, 
or  at  least  that  some  means  ought  to  be  devised  to  indemnify  them  for 
the  losses  they  may  suffer  by  the  general  law. 

In  order  to  make  you  sensible  of  the  truth  of  this  observation,  1  will 
only  remark,  sir,  that  the  Americans  alone  ought  to  support  the  expense 
which  is  occasioned  by  the  defense  of  tlieir  liberty,  and  that  they  ought 
to  consider  the  depreciation  of  their  paper  money  only  as  an  impost 
which  ought  to  fall  ujjon  themselves,  as  the  paper  money  was  at  first 
established  only  to  relieve  them  from  the  necessity  of  paying  taxes.  I 
will  only  add  that  the  French,  if  they  are  obliged  to  submit  to  the  re- 
duction proposed  by  Congress,  will  find  themselves  victims  of  their  zeal, 
and  I  may  say  of  the  rashness  with  which  they  exposed  themselves  in 
furnishing  the  Americans  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  clothing;  and, 
in  a  word,  with  all  things  of  the  first  necessity  of  which  the  Americans 
at  the  time  stood  in  need.  You  will  agree  with  me,  sir,  that  this  is  not 
what  the  subjects  of  the  king  ought  to  expect ;  and  that,  after  escaping 
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the  dangers  of  the  sea,  the  vigihxnce  of  the  English,  instead  of  dread- 
ing to  see  themselves  plundered  in  America  they  ought,  on  the  contrary, 
to  expect  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  of  all  the  Americans,  and  believe 
that  their  ])roperty  will  be  as  secure  and  sacred  in  America  as  in  France 
itself. 

It  was  with  this  pe.  suasion,  and  in  reliance  on  public  faith,  that  they 
received  paper  money  in  exchange  for  their  merchandise,  and  kept  that 
paper  with  a  view  to  employ  it  in  new  speculations  of  commerce.  The 
unexpected  reduction  of  this  paper  overturns  all  their  calculations,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  ruins  their  fortune.  I  ask,  sir,  if  these  conse- 
quences can  induce  you  to  believe  that  this  act  of  Congress  is  proper  to 
advance  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to  inspire  a  confidence  in  their 
promises,  to  invite  the  European  nations  to  run  the  same  risks  to  which 
the  subjects  of  his  majesty  have  exposed  themselves  ? 

These,  sir,  are  the  principal  reflections  occasioned  by  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  March.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate 
them  to  you  with  an  entire  confidence,  because  you  are  too  enlightened 
not  to  feel  the  force  and  justice,  and  too  much  attached  to  your  country 
not  to  use  all  your  endeavors  to  engage  it  to  take  steps  to  do  justice  to 
the  subjects  of  the  king. 

I  will  not  conceal  from  you  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has  re- 
ceived orders  to  make  the  strongest  representations  on  this  subject, 
and  that  the  king  is  firmly  persuaded  that  the  United  States  will  be 
forward  to  give  to  him  on  this  occasion  a  mark  of  their  attachment  by 
granting  to  his  subjects  the  just  satisfaction  which  they  solicit  and  ex- 
pect from  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


J.  Adams  to  Franklin.* 

PARIS,  June  22, 1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  the  honor  of  a  letter  from  his  excellency  the 
Count  do  Vergennes  on  the  subject  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of 
the  ISth  of  March  concerning  the  paper  bills,  in  which  his  excellency 
informs  me  that  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  has  orders  to  make  the 
strongest  representations  upon  the  subject.  I  am  not  certain  whether 
his  excellency  means  that  such  orders  were  sent  so  long  ago  as  to  have 
reached  the  hand  of  the  minister  at  Congress,  or  whether  they  have 
been  lately  expedited.  If  the  latter,  I  submit  to  your  excellency 
whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  request  that  those  orders  may  be 
stopped  until  proper  representations  can  be  made  at  court,  to  the  end 
that  if  it  can  be  made  to  appear,  as  I  firmly  believe  it  may,  that  those 
orders  were  given  upon  misinformation,  they  may  be  revoked;  otherwise 
sent  on. 

'MSS.  Dop.  of  state;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  162,  with  verbal  changes. 
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Your  excellency  will  excuse  this,  because  it  appears  to  me  a  matter 
of  very  j^reafe  importance.  Tiie  atiair  of  our  paper  is  sufficiently  dan- 
gerous and  critical,  and  if  a  representation  from  his, majesty  should  be 
made  atlvantages  will  not  fail  to  be  taken  of  it  by  the  tories  and  by 
interested  and  disappointed  speculators,  who  may  spread  an  alarm 
among  many  uninformed  people  so  as  to  endanger  tlie  public  peace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

N.  B. — This  letter  was  written  and  sent  on  the  22d,  though  dated  by 
mistake  the  23d. 


J.  Adams  to  Veigennes.* 

Paris,  June  22,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  this  day  the  letter  which  your  excellency  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  21st  of  this  month. 

1  thank  your  excellency  for  the  coufidenee  which  induced  you  to  com- 
municate this  letter  to  me,  and  the  continuance  of  which  1  shall  ever 
study  to  deserve. 

When  your  excellency  says  that  his  majesty's  minister  at  Congress 
has  already  received  orders  to  make  representations  against  tlie  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  of  the  ISth  of  March  as  far  as  they  affect  his  sub- 
jects, I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  with  certainty  whether  your  excellency 
means  only  that  such  orders  have  lately  passed  and  are  sent  off  to  go 
to  America,  or  whether  you  mean  that  such  orders  were  sent  so  long 
ago  as  to  have  reached  the  hand  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 

If  the  latter  is  your  excellency's  meaning,  there  is  no  remedy;  if  the 
former,  J  would  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration  whether 
those  orders  may  not  be  stop[)ed  and  delayed  a  little  time,  until  his 
excellency  Mr.  Franklin  may  have  opportunity  to  make  his  representa- 
tions to  his  majesty's  ministers,  to  the  end  that,  if  it  should  appear  that 
those  orders  were  issued  in  consequence  of  misinformation,  they  may 
be  revoked  ;  otherwise  sent  on. 

I  will  do  myself  the  honor  to  .write  fully  to  your  excelloucy  upon  this 
subject  without  loss  of  time ;  and  although  it  is  a  subject  on  which  I 
pretend  not  to  an  accurate  knowledge  in  the  detail,  yet  I  flatter  myself 
I  am  so  far  master  of  the  principles  as  to  demonstrate  that  the  plan  of 
('Oiigress  is  not  only  wise,  but  just. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


*MSS.  De|).  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rov.  Con-.,  I'vi;  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  193. 
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Franklin  to  Johnson.* 

Passy,  June  22,  1780. 

Sir:  I  duly  received  the  bouor  of  your  letter  acquaiuting-  me  with 
your  acceptance  of  the  trust  you  were  appoiuted  to  by  Congress,  aud 
your  readiness  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  it.  I  have  delayed  hith- 
erto requesting  your  coining  to  Paris  for  that  purpose,  because  Mr. 
Deane,  who  had  the  chief  management  of  all  the  mercantile  affairs  and 
whose  presence  as  well  as  papers  might  be  necessary  to  explain  those 
transactions,  has  been  long  daily  expected  here,  having  written  to  me 
in  December  last  from  A'irginia  that  he  was  there  on  his  way  to  France, 
was  to  sail  in  the  Fendant,  a  French  man-of-war,  for  Martinique,  and 
thence  take  a  passage  hither.  We  have  heard  some  time  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Feudant  at  that  island,  but  I  hear  nothing  of  Mr.  Deane.  When 
I  reflect  on  my  time  of  life  1  grow  more  impatient  to  have  those  ac- 
counts settled  ;  if,  therefore,  Mr.  Deane  should  not  arrive  in  the  course 
of  a  month  I  must  then  desire  you  would  come  up.  Bring  with  you,  if 
you  can,  a  good  clerk  that  is  an  accountant,  to  copy,  etc.,  and  let  us  do 
the  business  together  as  well  as  we  can. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  act  of  assembly  from  Maryland  relating  to  their 
money  iu  England,  I  wrote  to  the  commissioners  there,  sent  them  the 
original  act  after  taking  a  copy,  and  desired  their  immediate  answer 
whether  they  would  execute  the  trust,  as  something  was  required  of  me 
to  be  done  in  case  of  their  refusal.  I  have  but  just  learnt  by  a  letter 
from  Mr.  liussel  that  mine  got  to  hand.  He  wrote  me  of  the  13th  in- 
stant that,  Mr.  Haubury  being  at  Bath  for  his  health,  he  had  written  to 
him,  desiring  to  see  him  iu  town  to  answer  my  letter ;  that  the  answer, 
dated  the  10th  current,  was  he  should  certainly  be  in  town  in  a  month 
or  sooner;  and  Mr.  Eussel  adds,  when  he  comes  you  may  depend  on 
our  answer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  June  22,  1780. 

Sir:  I  this  day  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  21st. 

I  have  the  honor  to  agree  with  your  excellency  iii  opinion  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  Congress  to  redeem  all  their  paper  bills  which  are  ex- 
tant at  an  exchange  of  forty  for  one,  by  which  means  the  two  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  which  are  out  will  be  reduced  to  about  live  millions. 


*MSS.  Dep.  of  state. 

t  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  153  ;  7  J.  Adama'  Works,  193.  This  letter  is  criticised 
hy  Vergeuues  to  Frankliu,  aud  hy  Vergeunes  to  Adaius,  June  30,  1780;  aud  Franklin 
afterwards  disseuted  from  it  in  a  letter  to  Vergeuues,  July  10,  1780,  infra. 
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1  appreheiul,  with  your  excellency,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Con- 
gress to  ])ut  themselves  in  a  condition  to  defray  the  pul)lic  expenses. 
They  found  their  currency  to  be  so  depreciated  and  so  rapidly  depre- 
ciating, that  a  farther  emission,  sufficient  to  discharge  the  public  ex- 
penses another  year,  would  have  probably  depreciated  it  to  two  hun- 
dred for  one;  perhaps  would  have  so  totally  discredited  it  that  nobody 
"would  have  taken  it  at  any  rate.  It  was  absolutely  necessary,  then,  to 
stop  emitting.  Yet  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  an  army  to 
save  their  cities  from  the  fire  and  their  citizens  from  the  sword.  That 
army  must  be  fed,  clothed,  paid,  and  armed,  and  other  expenses  must 
be  defrayed.  It  had  become  necessary,  therefore,  at  this  time  to  call 
in  tlieir  paper;  for  there  is  no  nation  that  is  able  to  carry  on  war  by 
the  taxes  which  can  be  raised  within  the  year.  But  I  am  far  from 
thinking  that  this  necessity  was  the  cause  of  their  calling  it  in  at  a 
depreciated  value,  because  I  am  well  convinced  that  they  would  have 
called  it  in  at  a  de[)reciated  value  if  the  British  fleet  and  army  had 
been  withdrawn  irom  the  United  States  and  a  general  peace  had  been 
concluded.  My  reason  for  this  belief  is  the  evident  injustice  of  calling 
it  in  at  its  nominal  value — a  silver  dollar  for  a  paper  one.  The  imblic 
has  its  rights  as  well  as  individuals,  and  every  individual  has  a  share 
in  the  rights  of  the  public.  Justice  is  due  to  the  body  politic  as  well 
as  to  the  possessor  of  the  bills;  and  to  have  paid  off  the  bills  at  their 
nominal  value  would  have  wronged  the  body  politic  of  thirty-nine  dol- 
lars in  every  forty  as  really  as  if  forty  dollars  had  been  paid  for  one  at 
the  first  emission  in  1775,  when  each  paper  dollar  was  worth  and  would 
fetch  a  silver  one. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  excellency  whether  you  judge  that  the  Con- 
gress ought  to  pay  two  hundred  millions  of  silver  dollars  for  the  two 
hundre<l  millions  of  paper  dollars  which  are  abroad!  I  presume  your 
excellency  will  not  think  that  they  ought,  because  Ihave  never  met  with 
any  man  in  America  or  in  Europe  that  was  of  that  opinion.  All  agree 
that  Congress  ought  to  redeem  it  at  a  depreciated  value.  The  only 
question,  then,  is  at  what  depreciation?  Shall  it  be  at  seventy-five, 
forty,  thirty,  twenty,  ten,  or  five  for  one?  After  it  is  once  admitted 
that  it  ought  to  be  redeemed  at  a  less  v^alue  than  the  n.ominal,  the  ques- 
tion arises  at  what  value!  What  rule?  I  answer,  there  is  no  other  rule 
of  justice  than  the  current  value,  the  value  at  which  it  generally  i)asses 
from  man  to  man.  The  Congress  have  set  it  at  forty  for  one,  and  they 
are  the  bestjudges  of  this,  as  they  represent  all  parts  of  the  continent 
where  the  paper  circulates. 

I  think  there  can  be  little  need  of  illustration,  but  two  or  three  ex- 
amples may  make  my  meaning  more  obvious.  A  farmer  has  now  four 
thousand  dollars  for  a  i)air  of  oxen,  whi(;h  he  sells  to  a  commissary  to 
subsist  the  army;  when  the  money  was  issued  in  1775  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  taken  one  hundred.  A  laborer  has  now  twenty  dol- 
lars a  day  for  his  work;  five  years  ago  ho  would  have  been  rejoiced  to 
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Lave  received  half  a  dollar.  Tlie  same  with  the  artisan,  merchant,  and 
all  other.s,  but  those  who  have  fixed  salaries  or  money  at  interest. 
Most  of  these  persons  would  be  willing  to  take  hard  money  for  his  work 
and  his  produce  at  the  rate  he  did  six  years  ago.  Where  is  the  reason, 
then,  that  Congress  should  pay  them  forty  times  as  much  as  thej  take 
of  their  neighbors  in  private  life? 

The  amouut  of  an  ordinary  commerce,  external  and  internal,  of  a 
society  may  be  computed  at  a  fixed  sum.  A  certain  sum  of  money  is 
necessary  to  circulate  among  the  society  in  order  to  carry  on  their 
business.  This  precise  sum  is  discoverable  by  calculation  and  reducible 
to  certainty.  You  may  emit  paper  or  any  other  currency  for  this  pur- 
pose until  you  reach  this  rule,  and  it  will  not  dei)reciate.  After  you 
exceed  this  rule  it  will  depreciate,  and  no  power  or  act  of  legislatiou 
hitherto  invented  will  prevent  it.  In  tlie  case  of  paper,  if  you  go  on 
emitting  forever,  the  whole  mass  will  be  worth  no  more  than  that  was 
which  was  emitted  within  the  rule.  AVhen  the  paper,  therefore,  comes 
to  be  redeemed  this  is  the  only  rule  of  Justice  for  the  redemption  of  it. 
The  Congress  have  fixed  fiv^e  millions  for  this  rule.  Whether  this  is 
mathematically  exact  I  am  not  able  to  say;  whether  it  is  a  million  too 
little  or  too  much  I  know  not.  But  they  are  the  best  judges;  and  by  the 
accounts  of  the  money  being  at  seventy  for  one  and  bills  of  exchange 
at  fifty-five  for  one  it  looks  as  if  five  millions  was  too  high  a  sum  rather 
than  too  small. 

It  will  be  said  that  the  faith  of  society  ought  to  be  sacred,  and  that 
the  Congress  have  pledged  the  public  faith  for  the  redemption  of  the 
bills  at  the  value  on  the  face  of  them.  I  agree  that  the  public  faith 
ought  to  be  sacred.  But  who  is  it  that  has  violated  this  faith  ?  Is  it 
not  every  man  who  has  demanded  more  paper  money  for  his  labor  or 
his  goods  than  they  were  worth  in  silver  !  The  public  faith,  in  the 
sense  these  words  are  here  used,  would  require  that  Congress  should 
make  up  to  every  man  who  for  five  years  past  has  paid  more  in  paper 
money  for  anything  he  has  purchased  than  he  could  have  had  it  for  in , 
silver.  The  public  faith  is  no  more  pledged  to  the  present  possessor 
of  the  bills  than  it  is  to  every  man  through  whose  hands  they  may  have 
passed  at  a  less  value  than  the  nominal  value.  So  that,  according  to 
this  doctrine,  Congress  would  have  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  to 
pay  to  the  present  possessors  of  the  bills,  and  to  make  up  to  every 
man  through  whose  hands  they  may  have  passed  the  dili'erence  at  which 
they  passed  between  them  and  silver. 

It  should  be  considered  that  every  man,  whether  native  or  foreigner, 
who  receives  or  pays  this  money  at  a  less  value  than  the  nominal  value 
breaks  this  faith.  For  the  social  compact  being  between  the  whole  and 
every  individual,  and  between  every  individual  and  the  whole,  every 
individual,  native  or  foreigner,  who  uses  this  paper  is  as  much  bound 
by  the  public  faith  to  use  it  according  to  the  terms  of  its  emission  as 
the  Congress  is.     And  Congress  have  as  good  a  right  to  reproach  every 
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individual  who  now  <leinaiid,s  more  paper  for  Ids  gooda  than  silve)  with 
a  breach  of  the  public  faitli  as  he  has  to  reproach  the  public  or  their 
representatives. 

I  must  beg  your  excellency's  excuse  for  calling  your  attention  a  little 
longer  to  this  head  of  public  faith,  because  1  can  not  rest  easy  while 
my  country  is  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  of  their  faith,  and  in  a 
case  where  I  am  clear  they  have  not  been  so,  especially  by  your  excel- 
lency, whose  good  opinion  they  and  I  value  so  much.  This  pTd)lic  faith 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  mutual  covenant,  and  he  who  would  claim  a  bene- 
fit under  it  ought  to  be  careful  in  first  fulfilling  his  part  of  it.  When 
Congress  issued  their  bills,  declaring  them  in  effect  to  be  equal  to  sil- 
ver, they  unquestionably  intended  that  they  should  be  so  considered, 
and  that  they  should  be  received  accordingly.  The  people  or  indi- 
viduals covenanted  in  eUect  to  receive  them  at  their  nominal  value; 
and  Congress,  in  such  case,  agreed  on  their  part  to  redeem  them  at  the 
same  rate.  This  seems  to  be  a  fair  and  plain  construction  of  this  cov- 
enant or  i)ublic  faith  ;  and  none  other  I  think  can  be  made  that  will 
not  degenerate  into  an  unconscionable  contract,  and  so  destroy  itself. 

Can  it  be  supposed  that  Congress  ever  intended  that  if  the  time 
shouldcome  when  the  individual  refused  to  accept  and  receive  their  bills 
at  their  nominal  value,  and  demanded  and  actually  received  them  at  a 
less  value,  that  in  that  case  the  individual  should  be  entitled  to  de- 
mand and  receive  of  the  public  for  those  very  bills  silver  equal  to  their 
nominal  value?  The  consideration  is,  in  fact,  made  by  the  public  at 
the  very  instant  the  individual  receives  the  bills  at  a  discount ;  and 
tliere  is  a  tacit  and  implied  agreement,  springing  from  the  principles  of 
natural  justice  or  equity,  between  the  public  and  the  individual,  that 
as  the  latter  has  not  given  to  the  former  a  consideration  equal  to  the 
nominal  value  of  the  bills,  so  in  fact  the  public  shall  not  be  held  to  pay 
the  nominal  value  in  silver  to  the  individual.  Suppose  it  otherwise, 
aiul  how  will  the  matter  stand  ?  The  public  offers  to  an  individual  a 
bill  whose  nominal  value  is,  for  example,  forty  dollars,  in  lieu  of  forty 
silver  dollars;  the  individual  says,  1  esteem  it  of  no  more  value  than 
one  silver  dollar,  and  the  public  pays  it  to  him  at  that  value;  yet  he 
comes  the  next  day,  when  the  bill  may  be  payable,  and  demands  of  the 
public  forty  silver  dollars  in  exchange  for  it.  And  why  ?  Because  the 
bill  purports  on  the  face  of  it  to  be  equal  to  forty  silver  dollars.  The 
answer  is  equally  obvious  with  the  injustice  of  the  demand.  Upon  the 
whole,  as  the  depreciation  crept  in  gradually,  and  was  unavoidable,  all 
reproaches  of  a  breach  of  public  faith  ought  to  be  laid  aside  ;  and  the 
only  proper  inquiry  now  really  is,  what  is  jiaper  honestly  worth '?  What 
will  it  fetch  at  market  1    And  this  is  the  only  just  rule  of  redemption. 

It  becomes  me  to  express  myself  with  deference  when  I  am  obliged 
to  differ  in  opinion  from  your  excellency ;  but  this  being  a  subject  pe- 
culiar to  America,  no  example  entirely  similar  to  it,  that  I  know  of, 
having  been  in  Europe,  I  may  be  excused,  therefore,  in  explaiumg  my 
sentiments  upon  it. 
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]  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  your  excellency  so  far  as  to  think 
that  no  general  distinction  can  be  made  between  natives  and  foreign- 
ers. For,  not  to  mention  that  this  would  open  a  door  to  numberless 
frauds,  I  think  that  foreigners  when  they  come  to  trade  with  a  nation 
make  themselves  temporary  citizens,  and  tacitly  consent  to  be  bound 
by  the  same  laws.  And  it  will  be  found  that  foreigners  have  had 
quite  as  much  to  do  in  depreciating  this  money  in  proportion  as  na- 
tives, and  that  they  have  been  in  proportion  much  less  sufferers  by  it. 
I  might  go  further,  and  say  that  they  have  been  in  proportion  greater 
gainers  by  it  without  suffering  any  considerable  share  of  the  loss. 

The  paper  bills  out  of  Am  erica  are  next  to  nothing.  I  have  no  reason 
to  think  that  there  are  ten  thousand  dollars  in  all  Europe ;  indeed  I 
do  not  know  of  one  thousand  dollars.  The  agents  in  America  of  mer- 
chants in  Europe  have  laid  out  their  paper  bills  in  lands,  or  in  indigo, 
rice,  tobacco,  wheat,  flour,  etc. ;  in  short,  in  the  produce  of  the  country. 
This  produce  they  have  shipped  to  Europe,  sold  to  the  king's  sliips,  and 
received  bills  of  exchange,  or  shipped  to  the  West  India  islands,  where 
they  have  i)rocured  cash  or  bills  of  exchange.  The  surplus  they  have 
put  into  the  loan  offices  from  time  to  time,  for  loan  offices  have  been  open 
all  along  from  1776,  1  believe,  to  this  time.  Whenever  an^^  person  lent 
paper  bills  to  the  public,  and  took  loan-officecertificates,  he  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  taken  silver  in  exchange  for  the  bills  at  their  then 
depreciated  value.  Why  should  he  not  be  willing  now  ?  Those  who 
lent  paper  when  two  paper  dollars  were  worth  one  in  silver  will  have  one 
for  two  ;  those  who  lent  when  forty  were  worth  one,  will  have  one  for 
forty  ;  and  those  who  lent  when  paper  was  as  good  as  silver,  will  have 
dollar  for  dollar. 

Your  excellency  thiidcs  it  would  be  hard  that  those  who  haveescai)ed 
the  perils  of  the  seas  and  of  enemies  should  be  spoiled  by  their  friends. 
But  Congress  have  not  spoiled  any;  they  have  only  prevented  them 
selves  and  the  public  from  being  spoiled.  No  agent  of  any  European 
merchant,  in  making  his  calculations  of  profit  and  loss,  ever  esliniated 
the  depreciated  bills  at  the  nominal  value  ;  they  all  put  a  i)rofit  upon 
their  goods  sufficient  to  defray  all  expenses  of  insurance,  freight,  and 
everything  else,  and  had  a  great  profit  besides,  receiving  the  bills  at 
the  current,  not  the  nominal  value. 

it  may  not  be  amiss  to  state  a  few  prices  current  at  Boston  the  last 
and  the  present  yeai',  in  order  to  show  the  profits  which  have  been 
made.  Bohea  tea,  forty  sons  a  pound  at  L'Orient  and  Nantes,  forty-five 
dollars  ;  salt,  which  costs  very  little  in  Europe  and  used  to  be  sold  for 
a  shilling  a  bushel,  forty  dollars  a  bushed,  and  in  some  of  the  otiier 
States  two  hundred  dollars  at  times;  linens,  which  cost  two  livres  a 
yar<l  in  France,  forty  dollars  a  yard  ;  broadcloths,  a  louis  d'or  a  yaid 
here,  two  hundred  dollars  a  yard  ;  ironmongery  of  all  sorts,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  for  one;  millinery  of  all  sorts  at  an  advance  far  ex- 
ceeding.    These  were  the  prices  at  Boston.     At  Philadelphia  and  in  all 
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otber  States  they  were  iniicli  higher.  These  prices  I  think  must  con- 
vince your  excellency  that  allowing  one  half,  or  even  two  thirds,  of  the 
vessels  to  be  taken,  there  is  room  enongh  lor  a  handsome  profit,  de- 
ducting all  charges  and  computing  the  value  of  bills  at  the  rate  of  sil- 
ver at  the  time. 

There  are  two  other  sources  from  which  foreigners  have  made  great 
profits:  The  difference  between  bills  of  exchange  and  silver.  IJuring 
the  whole  of  our  history,  when  a  man  could  readily  get  twenty  five 
l)aper  dollars  for  one  in  silver,  he  could  not  get  more  than  twelve  paper 
dollars  for  one  in  a  bill  of  exchange.  Nearly  this  proi)ortion  was  ob- 
served all  along,  as  I  have  been  informed.  Tlie  agent  of  a  foreign  mer- 
chant had  only  to  sell  his  goods  for  paper,  or  buy  paper  with  silver  at 
twenty-five  for  one,  and  isn mediately  go  and  buy  bills  at  twelve  for  one. 
So  that  he  doubled  his  money  in  a  moment. 

Another  source  was  this :  The  paper  money  was  not  alike  depreciated 
in  all  places  at  the  same  time.  It  was  forty  for  one  at  Philadelphia 
sometimes  when  it  was  only  twenty  at  Boston.  Tlie  agent  of  a  foreign 
merchant  had  only  to  sell  his  goods  or  send  silver  to  Philadelphia  and 
exchange  it  for  paper,  which  he  could  lay  out  at  Boston  for  twice  what 
it  cost  him,  and  in  this  way  again  double  his  proi)erty. 

This  depreciating  paper  currency  being,  therefore,  such  a  fruitful 
source  for  men  of  penetration  to  make  large  profits,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  that  some  have  written  alarming  letters  to  their  corresi)ond- 
ents. 

No  man  is  more  ready  than  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  obligations  we  are 
under  to  France  ;  but  the  flourishing  state  of  her  marine  and  commerce, 
and  the  decisive  influence  of  her  councils  and  negotiations  in  Europe, 
wliich  all  the  world  will  allow  to  be  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
separation  of  America  from  her  inveterate  enemy  and  to  her  new  con- 
nections with  the  United  States,  show  that  the  obligations  are  mutual. 
Aiul  no  foreign  merchant  ought  to  expect  to  be  treated  in  America 
better  than  her  native  merchants,  who  have  hazarded  their  pro[)erty 
through  the  same  perils  of  the  seas  and  of  enemies. 

In  the  late  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  from  the  years  1745  to 
1750,  we  had  full  experienceof  the  operation  of  paper  money.  The  prov- 
ince engaged  in  expensive  expeditious  against  Louisburg  and  Canada, 
which  occasioned  a  too  plentiful  emission  of  paper  money,  in  consecpience 
of  which  it  depreciated  to  seven  and  a  half  for  one.  In  1750  the  British 
Parliament  granted  a  sum  of  money  to  the  province  to  reimburse  it  for 
what  it  had  expended  more  than  its  proportion  in  the  general  ex[)ense 
of  the  emi)ire.  This  sum  was  brought  over  to  Boston  in  silver  and  gold, 
and  the  legislature  determined  to  redeem  all  their  pai)er  with  it  at  the 
depreciated  value.  There  was  a  similar  alarm  at  first,  and  before  the 
matter  was  understood;  but  after  the  peoi)le  had  time  to  think  upon 
it,  all  were  satisfied  to  receive  silver  at  fifty  shillings  an  ounce,  although 
the  face  of  the  bills  promised  an  ounce  of  silver  for  every  six  shillings 
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and  eight  pence.  At  that  time  the  British  merchants  were  more  in- 
terested in  onr  paper  money,  in  proportion,  than  any  Europeans  now 
are,  yet  they  did  not  charge  the  province  with  a  breach  of  faith,  or 
stigmatize  this  as  an  act  of  bankruptcy.  On  the  contrary,  they  were 
satisfied  with  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  your  excellency  that  at  that  time  the  laws  of 
Massachusef^s  were  subject  not  only  to  the  negative  of  the  king's  gov- 
ernor, but  to  a  revision  by  the  king  in  council,  and  were  there  liable  to 
be  affirmed  or  annulled.  And  from  the  partial  preference  which  your 
excellency  well  knows  was  uniformly  given  to  the  subjects  of  the  king 
within  the  realm  when  they  came  in  competition  with  those  of  the 
subjects  of  the  Colonies,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  if  that  measure, 
when  thoroughly  considered,  had  been  unjust  iii»  itself,  but  the  mer- 
chants in  England  would  have  taken  the  alarm  and  procured  the  act 
to  be  disallowed  by  the  king  in  council.  Yet  the  merchants  in  England, 
who  well  understood  their  own  interests,  were  quite  silent  upon  this 
occasion,  and  the  law  was  confirmed  in  the  council ;  nor  can  it  be  sup- 
l)Osed  to  have  been  confirmed  there  in  a  raajiuer  unnoticed.  It  had 
met  with  too  much  opposition  among  a  certain  set  of  interested  specu- 
lators in  the  then  province  for  that  supposition  to  be  made.  And  the 
case  of  the  British  merchants  at  that  time  differed  in  no  respect  from 
the  present  case  of  the  French  or  other  foreign  merchants,  except  that 
the  credits  of  the  former  were  vastly  greater,  and  they  must  have  con- 
sequently been  more  deeply  interested  in  that  measure  of  government 
than  the  latter  are  in  the  present  one.  Their  acquiescence  in  the 
measure  and  the  confirmation  of  that  act  must  have  rested  upon  the 
full  conviction  of  the  British  administration  and  of  the  merchants  of 
the  justice  of  it.  Your  excellency  will  agree  in  the  difficulty  of  making 
any  distinction  between  the  French  merchant  and  the  Spanish  or  Dutch 
merchant  by  any  general  rule,  for  all  these  are  interested  in  this  busi- 
ness. 

Your  excellency  is  pleased  to  ask  whether  I  think  these  proceedings 
of  Congress  proper  to  give  credit  to  the  United  States,  to  inspire  con- 
fidence in  their  promises,  and  to  invite  the  European  nations  to  par- 
take of  the  same  risks  to  which  the  subjects  of  his  majesty  have  exposed 
themselves  ? 

I  have  the  honor  to  answer  your  excellency,  directly  and  candidly, 
that  1  do  think  them  proper  for  these  ends,  and  J.  do  further  think  them 
to  be  the  only  measures  that  ever  could  acquire  credit  and  confidence 
to  the  rjnited  States.  I  know  of  no  other  just  foundation  of  confidence 
in  men,  or  bodies  of  men,  than  their  understanding  and  integrity ;  and 
Congress  have  manifested  to  all  the  world  by  this  plan  that  they  un- 
derstand the  nature  of  their  paper  currency ;  that  its  fluctuation  has 
been  the  grand  obstacle  to  their  credit,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to 
draw  it  to  a  conclusion  in  order  to  introduce  a  more  steady  standard  of 
commerce;  that  to  this  end  the  repeal  of  their  laws  which  made  the 
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])a])er  a  tender  aud  g^iving-  a  free  circulation  to  silver  aud  gold  were 
necessary.  They  have  further  manifested  by  these  resolutions  that 
they  are  fully  possessed  of  the  only  principle  there  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  for  doing  justice  in  this  business  to  the  public  and  to  individuals, 
to  natives  aud  foreigners,  and  that  they  a' e  sufficiently  possessed  of 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  there  is  sufficient  vigor  in  their  gov- 
ernment to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Notwithstanding  all,  if  any  European  merchant  can  show  any  good 
reason  for  excepting  his  particular  case  from  the  general  rule,  upon  a 
representatiou  of  it  to  Congress  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  do  him  jus- 
tice. 

Moreover,  if  his  excellency  tlie  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  can  show  that 
the  sum  ot  five  millii^ns  of  dollars  is  not  the  real  worth  of  all  the  paper 
money  that  is  abroad,  and  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  is  the  true  sum,  I 
doubt  not  Congress  would  alter  their  rule,  aud  redeem  it  at  twenty  for 
one.  But  I  doubt  ver^^  much  whether  this  can  be  shown.  But  I  can  not 
see  that  any  distinction  could  be  made  between  French  merchants  and 
those  of  other  nations  but  what  would  be  very  invidious  and  founded 
upon  no  principle.  1  can  not  see  that  any  distinction  can  be  made  be- 
tween natives  and  foreigners  but  what  would  have  a  most  unhappy 
effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  in  America,  and  be  a  partiality  <iuite 
unwarrantable ;  and,  therefore,  your  excellency  will  see  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  take  any  steps  to  persuade  Congress  to  retract,  because  it 
would  be  acting  in  direct  repugnance  to  the  clearest  dictates  of  my  un- 
derstanding and  judgment  of  what  is  right  and  fit. 

I  can  not  excuse  myself  from  adding  that  most  of  the  arras,  ammuni- 
tion, atul  clothing  for  the  army  have  been  contracted  for  here  by  the 
ministers  of  Congress,  and  paid  for,  or  agreed  to  be  paid  for,  here  in 
silver  and  gold.  Very  little  of  these  articles  have  been  shipped  by  pri- 
vate adventurers.  They  have  much  more  commonly  shipped  articles  of 
luxury  of  which  the  country  did  not  stand  in  need,  and  upon  which  they 
must  have  made  vast  profits. 

Thus  Lave  I  communicated  to  your  excellency  my  sentiments  with 
that  freedom  which  becomes  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  intrusted  by 
the  public  with  some  of  its  interests.  I  entreat  your  excellency  to  con- 
sider them  as  springing  from  no  other  motive  than  a  strong  attachment 
to  the  union  of  the  States  and  a  desire  to  prevent  all  unnecessary  causes 
of  [)artie8  and  disputes,  and  from  a  desire  not  only  to  preserve  the  alli- 
ance in  all  its  vigor,  but  to  prevent  everything  which  may  unnecessa- 
rily oppose  itself  to  the  afl'ection  and  confidence  between  the  two  na- 
tions, which  1  wish  to  see  increased  every  day,  as  every  day  convinces 
me  more  and  more  of  the  necessity  that  France  and  America  will  be 
under  of  cherishing  their  mutual  connections. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Franklin  to  Dumas.  * 

Passy,  June  22,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  for  the  gentleman  you  recom- 
mend  to  me.  He  seems  to  be  a  man  of  abilities.  The  words  "  before 
I  leave  Europe^^  had  no  relation  to  my  particular  immediate  atten- 
tion, but  to  the  general  one  1  flatter  myself  with,  of  being  able  to  re- 
turn and  spend  there  the  small  remains  of  life  that  are  left  me. 

1  have  written  distinctly  to  Messrs.  de  Keufville  concerning  those 

bills.    1  hear  that was  at  Newbern  the  12th  of  April,  and  soon 

to  sail  from  thence  or  from  Virginia  for  France.  Probably  he  might 
not  sail  in  some  weeks  after,  as  vessels  are  often  longer  in  fitting  out 
than  was  expected.  If  it  is  the  Fier  Roderique,  a  fifty-gun  ship,  that 
he  comes  in,  I  have  just  heard  that  she  would  not  sail  till  the  middle 
of  May.  Herewith  you  have  the  judgment  relating  to  the  Flora,  which 
I  thought  had  been  sent  before.  The  mischiefs  done  by  the  mob  in 
Loudon  are  astonishing.  They  were,  I  heard,  within  an  ace  of  de- 
stroying the  bank,  with  all  the  books  relating  to  the  funds,  which  would 
have  created  infinite  confusion. 

I  am  grieved  at  the  loss  of  Charleston.  Let  me  hope  soon  to  hear 
better  news  from  the  operations  of  the  French  and  Spanish  forces  gone 
to  America. 

B.  Franklin. 

P.  S. — As  the  English  do  not  allow  that  we  can  make  legal  prizes, 
they  certainly  can  not  detain  the  Dutch  ship  the  Berkctdoos  on  pretense 
that  it  was  become  American  property  before  they  took  it.  For  the  rest, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  Congress  will  do  what  shall  appear  to  be  just  on 
a  proper  representation  of  facts  laid  before  them,  which  the  owners 
should  appoint  some  i)ersous  in  America  to  do.  Those  gentlemen  may 
depend  on  my  rendering  them  every  service  in  my  power. 


Jay  to  De  Neufville  &  Son.t 

Madrid,  June  25, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  Your  favor  of  the  8th  instant  came  to  hand  yesterday. 
The  receipt  of  the  letters  referred  to  in  it  was  acknowledged  by  the  last 
post.  Your  plan  for  paying  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens  is  noble 
and  generous.  I  heartily  wish  it  may  succeed,  and  that  things  could  be 
so  adjusted  as  that  you  might  not  be  exposed  to  loss  or  inconvenience 
by  it.  But,  gentlemen,  as  to  this  matter  I  have  neither  instructions 
nor  the  means  of  preventing  the  evils  you  mention.  If  I  had  the  money, 
or  could  procure  it,  I  would,  without  hesitation,  engage  to  repay  you 
punctually,  but  that  is  not  the  case.    That  Congress  will  repay  you, 

*8  Sparks'  Franklin,  475  ;  7  Bigelow's  Frauklm,  91. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  211. 
WH — VOL  III 52 


818 


DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPONDENCE. 


with  gratitude,  I  am  certain,  but  wbetlier  quite  so  soon  as  your  conve- 
nieuce  may  require  is  more  doubtful,  because  the  abseuce  of  Mr.  Laurens 
is  an  event  they  did  not  foresee,  and  consequently  did  not  provide 
against.  If  you  could  make  a  loan  for  the  United  States  in  your  coun- 
try the  money  might  be  applied  for  the  discharge  of  these  bills.  I  am 
sure  you  would  do  Congress  a  very  acceptable  service  by  it.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  from  Dr.  Franklin  on  this  subject.  You  may  rely  on  all  the 
aid  in  my  power  to  render,  and  I  should  be  very  ha])py  if  it  could  be 
equal  to  the  present  exigency.  I  am  not  without  difficulties  respecting 
the  bills  drawn  upon  me.  If  these  difficulties  should  cease,  and  1 
should  be  in  a  capacity  to  assist  you,  I  will  immediately  let  you  know 
it,  but  of  this  there  is  as  yet  no  great  prospect. 

As  a  man  I  admire  and  esteem  your  conduct,  and  as  an  American  1 
thank  you.  Be  assured,  therefore,  that  I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of 
convincing  you  of  the  regard  and  attachment  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  26,  1780. 

Sir:  The  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  ISth  of  March,  respecting 
the  paper  bills,  appeared  first  in  Euroi)e,  as  recited  in  the  act  of  the 
assembly  of  Pennsylvania;  they  were  next  published  in  the  English 
newspapers,  as  taken  from  a  Boston  paper  published  by  the  council ; 
at  last  the  resolutions  appeared  in  the  journals  of  Congress. 

A  great  clamor  was  raised  and  spread  that  the  United  States  had 
violated  their  faith,  and  had  declared  themselves  bankrupts,  unable  to 
l>ay  more  than  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  A  gentleman  soon  after  called 
on  me,  and  told  me  that  the  court  was  alarmed,  and  that  the  Comte  de 
Vergennes  would  be  glad  to  consult  me  upon  the  subject.  I  then  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Boston,  acquainting  me  that  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts  had  ado])ted  the  plan.  Of  this  letter  I  sent  an  extract 
immediately  to  the  comte,  and  waited  on  him  at  Versailles,  where  I 
had  the  honor  of  a  long  conversation  with  his  excellency  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  desired  me  to  converse  with  his  first  secretary,  which  I  did 
particularly. 

His  excellency  told  me  he  had  written  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  that 
I  should  receive  the  letter  the  next  day.  On  my  return  from  Versailles 
I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gerry,  informing  me  of  the  resolutions  to 
pay  the  loan-office  certificates  at  the  value  of  money  at  the  time  when 
they  were  issued.  I  had  before  told  the  comte  that  I  was  persuaded 
this  was  a  part  of  the  plan.  I  sent  an  extract  of  this  letter  also  to  the 
comte,  without  loss  of  time.    The  ne:^t  day  I  received  the  letter  frou; 
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his  excellency,  the  copy  of  which  and  of  my  answer  are  enclosed. 
Yesterday  Mr.  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  favored  me  with  a  law  of 
the  State  respecting  this  matter  and  an  estimate  of  the  gradual  prog- 
ress of  depreciation.  These  papers  I  forthwith  transmitted  to  his 
excellency.  I  am  determined  to  give  my  sentiments  to  his  majesty's 
ministers  whenever  they  shall  see  cause  to  ask  them,  although  it  is  not 
withiu  my  department,  until  I  shall  be  forbidden  by  Congress  ;  and  to 
this  end  I  shall  go  to  court  often  enough  to  give  them  an  opportunity 
to  ask  them,  if  they  wish  to  know  them. 

The  clamor  that  has  been  raised  has  been  so  industriously  spread, 
that  I  can  not  but  suspect  that  the  motive  at  bottom  has  either  been  a 
wish  to  have  an  opportunity  of  couliiiuing  the  profitable  speculations 
which  artful  men  are  able  to  make  in  a  depreciating  currency,  or  else, 
by  spreading  a  difl&deuce  in  American  credit,  to  discourage  many  from 
engaging  in  American  trade,  that  the  profits  of  it  may  still  continue  to 
be  confined  to  the  few. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Franklin  to  Sartine. 


Passy,  June  27,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  am  very  thankful  to  his  majesty,  in  behalf  of  the  suffering 
owners  of  the  brigantine  Fair  Flay,  for  his  goodness  in  ordering  to  be 
paid  to  them  fifteen  thousand  livres  out  of  your  treasury.  But  as  that 
sum  is  conceived  by  your  excellency  to  be  a  favorable  allowance,  in  con- 
sideration that  the  misfortune  happened  by  the  fault  of  Captain  Gid- 
dings,  and  the  owners  apprehend  there  was  no  fault  on  his  part  (being 
so  informed  by  deposition  upon  oath),  and  none  was  mentioned  or  sup- 
posed in  the  governor  of  Guadaloupe's  first  letter  to  your  excellency  on 
the  subject,  I  fear  they  will  think  the  sum  very  small  as  an  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  loss  of  their  vessel,  valued  at  six  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

I  therefore  request  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to  examine  with 
some  attention  the  said  depositions  and  the  valuation  (of  which  I  en- 
close the  duplicates),  and  if,  on  the  whole,  you  should  judge  the  matter 
improper  to  be  offered  at  present  for  his  majesty's  reconsideration,  you 
would  at  least  favor  me  with  the  informations  that  have  been  sent  to 
your  excellency  from  Guadaloupe  of  the  blamable  conduct  of  the  cap- 
tain, as  oy  communicating  those  informations  to  the  owners  I  may 
more  easily  satisfy  them  of  the  favorableuess  of  the  sum  his  majesty 
has  been  pleased  to  grant  them. 

Your  excellency  will  perceive  by  their  letter,  which  I  send  herewith, 
that  they  desire  Mr.  Jonathan  Williams,  of  Nantes,  might  receive  for 
them  the  sum  that  should  be  granted.     I  am  therefore  farther  to  request 
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that  your  excellency  would  be  pleased  to  give  orders  to  your  treasurer 
to  accept  aud  pay  bis  drafts  for  the  smCL  fifteen  thousand  livres. 
With  great  respect,  sir,  etc., 

B  Franklin. 


J.  Paul  Jones  to  Morris.* 

L'Orient,  June  27,  1780. 

Honored  and  Dear  Sir  :  I  have  deferred  writing  to  you  since  my 
return  to  this  kingdom  because  I  had  orders  myself  to  return  in  the 
Alliance  immediately  to  Philadelphia.  I  was  under  a  necessity  of  going 
to  court  in  April  to  procure  the  free  sale  of  the  ISerapis  aud  our  other 
prizes,  and  was  received  by  the  royal  family,  government,  aud  people 
with  that  open  armed  affection  that  so  nobly  marks  the  character  of 
this  generous-minded  nation.  His  majesty  ordered  a  superb  sword  to 
be  made  for  me,  with  an  inscription  in  Latin  on  the  blade  that  would  do 
honor  to  the  greatest  admiral  in  history.  The  king  directed  his  minis- 
ter to  write  a  special  letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  expressing  in 
the  strongest  terms  his  i)ersonal  esteem  towards  me,  with  his  entire  ap- 
probation of  my  conduct,  i^articular  desire  to  promote  my  future  suc- 
cess, and  to  see  me  again  at  his  court,  etc.  To  this  his  majesty  was 
pleased  to  add  a  letter  to  his  minister,  M.  le  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne, 
directing  him  to  ask  i^ermission  of  Congress  to  invest  me  with  the 
order  of  Military  Merit ;  an  honor  that  was  never  before  offered  to  a 
stranger  who  had  not  actually  served  either  in  the  army  or  navy  of 
France. 

I  returned  here,  being  charged  with  despatches  of  government,  aud 
having  obtained  the  king's  ship  Ariel  to  assist  with  the  Allia7icc  in 
transporting  to  America  the  supply  of  arms  aud  clothing  that  is  now 
here,  and  so  much  wanted  in  our  armies.  The  Luzerne  and  several 
other  merchant  vessels  with  cargoes  amouutiug  to  two  millions  of  livres 
were  waiting  for  my  convoy.  But  to  the  astonishment  of  every  i)erson, 
on  the  13th  of  this  moutii  Captain  Landais  went  on  board  the  Alliance 
while  I  was  on  shore  with  the  commandant  of  the  marine  to  take  meas- 
ures for  the  despatch  of  the  Ariel,  and  declared  he  came  to  take  the 
command.  I  made  immediate  application  to  the  commandant,  not 
choosing  to  have  any  particular  disi)ute  with  Captain  Landais  after  the 
charge  I  had  given  in  against  him,  aud  for  which,  with  the  approbation 
of  this  government.  Dr.  Frauklin  had  displaced  him  seven  months  before 
aud  given  him  money  to  bear  his  expenses  to  America  for  trial.  I  was 
advised  to  send  an  express  with  the  account  immediately  to  court.  I 
weut  up  myself  and  returned  in  six  days. 

I  found  the  Alliance  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Louis,  and  every  neces- 
sary disposition  was  made  to  stop  her  from  going  out,  agreeable  to  the 

*  N.  Y,  Hist.  Soc,  1878,  44G. 
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within  document;  but  my  humanity  would  not  suffer  me  to  remain  a 
silent  wituess  of  bloodshed  between  tbe  allied  subjects  of  France  and 
America.  My  haviug  prevented  that  scene  of  horror  has  beeu,  I  am 
persuaded,  no  small  disappointment  to  the  wicked  heart  and  empty 
head  of  Captain  Landais'  two  principal  advisers.  Such  a  scene  would 
have  been  an  excellent  ground  of  argument  for  the  tools  of  England 
against  France.  One  of  these  two  would-be  great  men  will  now  have 
his  carriage,  baggage,  and  family  transported  from  hence  in  the  space 
on  board  the  Alliance  that  should  have  been  occupied  by  the  soldiers' 
clothing;  while  the  red-ribboned  commodore  has  taken  advantage  of 
the  confusion,  and  inveigles  away  (Americans?)  from  English  dungeons 
and  fed  for  three  months  on  board  the  Alliance  in  order  to  man  the 
Ariel.  The  brave  men  who  so  gloriously  served  with  me  in  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  are  now  confined  as  prisoners  in  the  hold  of  the  Alliance 
and  treated  with  every  mark  of  indignity.  I  had  requested  them  to 
complete  a  crew  for  the  Ariel,  and  have  demanded  them  in  vain  for  that 
purpose.  I  can  not  see  where  all  this  will  end,  but  surely  it  must  fall 
dreadful  on  the  heads  of  those  who  have  stirred  up  this  causeless  mu- 
tiny. For  my  own  part  I  shall  make  no  other  remarlc  than  that  I  never 
directly  nor  indirectly  sought  after  the  command  of  the  Alliance  ;  but 
after  having,  in  obedience  to  orders,  commanded  her  seven  months,  and 
after  Mr.  Lee  had  made  a  written  application  to  me  as  commander  of 
that  ship  for  a  passage  to  America,  I  am  at  a  loss  what  name  to  give 
Mr.  Lee's  late  conduct  and  duplicity  in  stirring  up  a  mutiny  in  favor 
of  a  man  who  was  at  first  sent  to  America  contrary  to  Mr.  Lee's  opinion 
by  Mr.  Deane,  and  who  is  actually  under  arrest  by  order  of  his  sover- 
eign. What  gives  me  the  greatest  pain  is  that  after  I  had  obtained 
from  government  the  means  of  transporting  to  America  under  a  good 
protection  the  arms  and  clothing  I  have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Lee 
should  have  found  means  to  defeat  my  intentions.  I  thank  God  that  I 
am  of  no  party  and  have  no  brothers  or  relations  to  serve,  but  I  am 
convinced  that;  Mr.  Lee  has  acted  in  this  matter  merely  because  I 
would  not  become  the  enemy  of  the  venerable,  the  wise,  and  good 
Franklin,  whose  heart  as  well  as  head  does  and  will  always  do  honor  to 
human  nature.  I  know  the  great  and  good  in  this  kingdom  better, 
perhaps,  than  any  other  American  who  has  appeared  in  Europe  since  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  and  if  my  testimony  could  add  anything  to  Frank- 
lin's reputation  I  would  witness  the  universal  veneration  and  esteem 
with  which  his  name  inspires  all  ranks,  not  only  at  Versailles  and  all 
over  this  kingdom,  but  also  in  Spain  and  Holland.  And  I  can  add  from 
the  testimony  of  the  first  characters  of  other  nations  that  with  them 
envy  is  dumb  when  the  name  of  Franklin  is  but  mentioned. 

You  will  bear  me  witness,  my  worthy  friend,  that  I  never  asked  a 
favor  for  myself  from  Congress,  for  you  have  seen  all  my  letters  and 
know  tliat  I  never  sought  any  indirect  influence,  though  my  ambition 
to  act  an  eminent  and  useful  part  in  this  glorious  revolution  is  un- 
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bounded.  I  pledge  myself  to  you  and  to  America  that  my  zeal  [derives] 
new  ardor  from  the  oppositions  it  meets  with,  and  1  live  but  to  over- 
come them  and  to  i>rove  myself  no  mock  patriot,  but  a  true  friend  to 
the  rights  of  human  nature  upon  principles  of  disinterested  phihm- 
thropy.  Of  this  I  have  already  given  some  proofs,  and  I  will  give 
more.  Let  not,  therefore,  the  virtuous  Senate  of  America  be  misled 
by  the  insinuations  of  fallen  ambition.  Should  anything  be  said  to  my 
disadvantage,  all  I  ask  is  a  suspension  of  judgment  until  1  can  appear 
before  Congress  to  answer  for  myself. 

I  repeat  that  I  am  determined  to  steer  clear  of  party  and  to  keep 
within  my  line  of  duty  as  an  officer.  Deeply  sensible  of  the  obligation 
I  owe  to  your  friendship,  and  ardently  wishing  to  merit  the  affection  of 
every  good  American,  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  highest  esteem  and 
respect,  your  most  obliged  and  very  humble  servant, 

Jno.  p.  Jones. 

N.  B. — I  will  do  my  utmost  to  return  immediately  to  America.  I  re- 
turn you  my  best  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  4th  November. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Trauslatiou.] 

Philadelphia,  Jxme  28,  1780. 

Sm :  The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  the  honor  of  inform- 
ing Congress  that  the  court  of  Madrid  has  sent  to  Havana  land  and 
naval  forces  sufficient  to  make  a  powerful  diversion  there.  The  gov- 
ernor of  Havana,  having  been  informed  of  the  assurances  given  by  this 
assembly  on  the  16th  of  December  last  respecting  the  provisions  of 
which  the  islands  and  the  fleet  of  his  Catholic  majesty  might  stand  in 
need,  is  desirous  that  such  quantities  of  corn  as  shall  not  be  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  armies  destined  to  act  upon  this  continent 
may  be  successively  sent  to  him.  It  is  desirable  that  the  quantity  now 
about  to  be  sent  should  amount  to  three  thousand  barrels,  and,  with 
the  approbation  of  Congress,  the  undersigned  will  give  immediate  or- 
ders to  some  merchants  of  this  city  to  make  purchases  in  the  States  in 
such  manner  as  Congress  shall  think  proper. 

The  governor  of  Havana  is  also  desirous  of  being  supplied  with  beef 
and  pork,  suet,  lard,  and  vegetables,  and  with  large  and  even  small 
live  cattle.  The  minister  of  France  entreats  Congress  to  be  pleased  to 
enable  him  to  send  to  Havana  a  favorable  answer  to  these  different  de- 
mands, and  he  will  take  pleasure  in  transmitting  to  the  court  of  Madrid 
the  intelligence  of  the  facilities  for  supplies  of  provision  which  the 
Spanish  colonies  shall  have  enjoyed  throughout  the  thirteen  States. 

Luzerne. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  694.  Another  translation  is  given  in  the  secret  journals 
of  date. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  June  29,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  disputes  about  the  Alliance  have  beeu  so  critical  and  disa- 
greeable, that  Congress  will  pardon  me  for  making  a  few  observations 
ui)on  our  arrangements  here. 

I  appreheud  that  many  of  the  disputes,  delays,  and  other  inconven- 
iences that  have  attended  our  affairs  in  this  kingdom  have  arisen  from 
blending  the  ofBces  of  political  minister,  board  of  admiralty,  chamber 
of  commerce,  and  commercial  agent  together.  The  business  of  the  min- 
ister is  to  negotiate  with  the  court,  to  propose  and  consult  upon  plans 
for  the  conduct  of  the  war,  to  collect  and  transmit  intelligence  from 
other  parts,  especially  concerning  the  designs  and  the  forces  of  the  en- 
emy. This  is  business  enough  for  the  wisest  and  most  laborious  man 
the  United  States  have  in  their  service,  aided  by  an  active,  intelli- 
gent, and  industrious  secretary.  But  added  to  all  this,  our  ministers 
at  the  court  of  Versailles  have  ever  been  overloaded  with  commercial 
and  admiralty  business,  complicated  and  perplexed  in  its  nature,  and 
endless  in  its  details.  But  for  this  I  am  persuaded  much  more  might 
have  been  done  in  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  the  United  States  might 
have  had  more  effectual  assistance,  and  France  and  Spain  too  fewer 
misfortunes  to  bewail. 

1  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  propose  to  appoint  a  consul,  without 
loss  of  time,  to  reside  at  Kantes,  and  to  him  consign  all  vessels  from  the 
United  States.  I  think  it  should  be  an  American,  some  merchant  of 
known  character,  abilities,  and  industry,  who  would  consent  to  serve 
his  country  for  moderate  emoluments.  Such  persons  are  to  be  found 
in  great  numbers  in  the  United  States.  There  are  many  applications 
from  French  gentlemen.  But  I  think  that  a  want  of  knowledge  of  our 
language,  our  laws,  customs,  and  even  the  humors  of  our  people — for 
even  these  must  be  considered — would  prevent  them  from  giving  satis- 
faction or  doing  justice.  Besides,  if  it  is  an  honor,  a  profit,  or  only  an 
opportunity  to  travel  and  see  the  world  for  improvement,  I  think  the 
native  Americans  have  a  right  to  expect  it ;  and,  further,  that  the  pub- 
lic have  a  right  to  expect  that  whatever  advantages  are  honestly  to  be 
made  in  this  way  should  return  some  time  or  other  to  America,  together 
with  the  knowledge  and  experience  gained  at  the  same  time. 

These  consuls,  as  well  as  the  foreign  ministers,  should  all  be  in- 
structed to  transmit  to  Congress  written  accounts  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary constitutions  of  the  places  where  they  are,  as  well  as  all  the  ad- 
vantages for  commerce  with  the  whole  world,  especially  with^*the 
United  States.  These  letters  preserved  will  be  a  repository  of  political 
and  commercial  knowledge  that  in  future  times  may  be  a  rich  treasure 
to  the  United  States.    To  these  consuls  the  commercial  concerns  of  the 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  state;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  163^  with  verbal  chauges ;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  208. 
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public  should  be  committed,  and  the  vessels  of  war.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary sometimes  to  send  a  frigate  to  Europe  to  bring  intelligence,  to 
bring  passengers,  even  perhaps  to  bring  commodities  or  fetch  stores. 
But  I  hope  no  frigate  will  ever  again  be  sent  to  cruise  or  be  put  under 
the  command  of  anybody  in  Europe,  consul  or  minister.  They  may 
receive  their  orders  from  the  navy  board  in  America,  and  be  obliged  to 
obey  them.  I  have  liad  a  great  deal  of  experience  in  the  government 
of  these  frigates  when  I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  ministers  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  Versailles  and  afterwards  at  ]Srantes,L'Orient, 
and  Brest,  when  I  was  seeking  a  passage  home.  Disputes  were  per- 
petually arising  between  officers  and  their  crews,  between  captains  and 
their  officers,  and  between  the  officers  of  one  ship  and  another.  There 
were  never  officers  enough  to  compose  a  court-martial,  and  nobody  had 
authority  to  remove  or  suspend  officers  without  their  consent ;  so  that, 
in  short,  there  was  little  order,  discipline,  subordination,  or  decency. 

Another  thing,  when  frigates  are  under  the  direction  of  an  authority 
at  a  distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  miles  so  much  time  is  lost  in  writing 
and  sending  letters  and  waiting  for  answers,  it  has  been  found  an  intol- 
erable embarrassment  to  the  service.  It  is  now  two  years  since  consuls 
were  expected  and  a  secretary  to  this  mission.  It  is  a  great  misfortune 
to  the  United  States  that  they  have  not  arrived.  Every  man  can  see  that 
it  has  been  a  great  misfortune,  but  none  can  tell  how  great.  There  is 
much  reason  to  believe  that  if  our  establishments  here  had  been  upon 
a  well-digested  plan  and  completed,  and  if  our  affairs  had  been  urged 
with  as  much  skill  and  industry  as  they  might  in  that  case  have  been, 
that  we  should  at  this  moment  have  been  blessed  with  peace,  or  at  least 
with  tranquillity  and  security,  which  would  have  resulted  from  a  total 
expulsion  of  the  English  from  the  United  States  and  the  West  India 
islands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Franklin.* 

Paris,  June  29,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  to  me  of  the  21st  of  this  month  and  a  copy  of  my  answer  to 
his  excellency  of  the  22d. 

This  correspondence  is  upon  a  subject  that  has  lain  much  out  of  the 
way  of  my  particular  pursuits,  and  therefore  I  may  be  inaccurate  in 
some  things;  but  in  the  principles  I  am  well  persuaded  I  am  right.  I 
hope  that  things  are  explained  so  as  to  be  intelligible,  and  that  there 
is  nothing  inconsistent  with  that  decency  which  ought  in  such  a  case  to 
be  observed. 


3  Sparks'  Dip.  R.v.  Corr.,  Ifir, ;  7  J.  Arl.ams'  Works,  211. 
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If  your  excellency  thinks  me  materially  wrong  in  anything,  I  should 
be  nuicli  obliged  to  you  to  point  it  out  to  me,  for  I  am  open  to  convic- 
tion. 

This  affair  in  America  is  a  very  tender  and  dangerous  business,  and 
requires  all  the  address,  as  well  as  all  the  firmness,  of  Congress  to  extri- 
cate the  country  out  of  the  embarrassment  arising  from  it ;  .and  there 
is  no  possible  system,  I  believe,  that  could  give  universal  satisfaction 
to  all ;  but  this  appears  to  me  to  promise  to  give  more  general  satisfac- 
tion than  any  other  that  I  have  ever  heard  suggested.  I  have  added 
copies  of  the  whole  correspondence. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Jefferson.* 

Paris,  June  29, 1780. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Mazzei  t  called  on  me  last  evening  to  let  me  know 
he  was  this  morning  at  3  to  set  off  on  his  journey  to  Italy.  He 
desired  me  to  write  you  that  he  has  communicated  to  me  the  nature  of 
his  errand,  but  that,  his  papers  being  lost,  he  waits  for  a  commission 
and  instructions  from  you  ;  that  being  limited  to  five  per  cent.,  and  more 
than  that  being  given  by  the  powers  of  Europe,  and,  indeed,  having 
been  offered  by  other  States,  and  even  by  the  ministers  of  Congress,  he 

*  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  210. 

t  Philip  Mazzei  was  born  in  Tuscany  in  1730,  and  from  1755  to  177.3  was  engaged  in 
business  in  London.  In  December,  1773,  he  came  to  Virginia,  with  a  p.arty  of  Ital- 
ians, witli  the  view  of  superintending  the  introduction  of  grapes  and  other  fruits  and 
of  sillc  culture  in  Virginia.  When  in  America  he  became  intimate  with  Jefterson, 
Madison,  and  Adams.  In  1779  he  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  arms 
for  Virginia;  and  when  in  Paris  came  in  contiict  witli  P>anlclin,  who  discounte- 
nanced all  movements  on  behalf  of  separate  States  to  obtain  European  aid.  This  pro- 
duced in  him  a  prejudice  against  Franklin, afterwards  deprecated  by  Jetierson.  Mazzei 
revisited  the  United  States  in  1784,  but  afteward  returned  to  Europe,  where  he  at. 
tained  political  preferment  in  Poland.  In  1802,  when  the  li^mperor  Alexander  was 
interested  in  the  illuminati,  to  whose  mystical  views  Mazzei  approached,  Mazzei  re- 
ceived a  Russian  pension,  which,  strange  as  the  inconsistency  may  appear,  lie  seems 
to  have  enjoyed  till  his  death.  It  was  to  Mazzei  that  Jefferson  wrote  a  famous  letter 
(April  24,  1796,  4  Jetf.  Works,  139),  which,  as  translated  (for  the  original  never  was 
produced)  seemed  to  imply  that  Wasliington  was  affected  by  the  reaction  towards 
Congress  then  exhibiting  itself  in  the  United  States.  With  Madison  Mazzei  was  in 
constant  correspondence  (see  1  Madison's  Writings,  44,444),  and  he  appears  to  have 
been  on  friendly  terms  with  Patiick  Henry  (id.,  77).  His  visit  to  the  United  States  in 
1784  was,  in  part,  to  obtain  a  foreign  consulate,  in  which  he  was  disappointed.  "  Mr. 
Adams  is  the  only  public  man  whom  he  thinks  favorably  of,  or  seems  to  have  asso- 
ciated with ;  a  circumstance  which  their  mutual  characters  may  perhaps  account 
for."  (Madison  to  Jefferson,  April  25,  1784,  id.,  78.)  From  this  letter,  and  from  that 
of  Jefferson,  to  which  it  is  a  reply,  it  appears  that  Jefferson  looked  with  no  favor  on 
Mazzei's  political  utterances.  Neither  Madison  nor  .Jefferson  had  any  idea  that  Maz- 
zei was  then  a  Russian  pensioner.     Mazzei  published  in  1788  a  work  on  America, 
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has  little  hopes  of  succeeding  at  so  low  au  interest;  that  he  shall,  how- 
ever, endeavor  to  prepare  the  way  in  Italy  for  borrowing,  and  hopes  to 
be  useful  to  Virginia  and  the  United  States. 

I  know  nothing  of  this  gentleman  but  what  I  have  learned  of  him 
here.  His  great  affection  for  you,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Mason,  and  other 
choice  spirits  in  Virginia,  recommended  him  to  me.  I  know  not  in  what 
light  he  stands  in  your  part ;  but  here,  as  far  as  I  have  had  opportu- 
nity to  see  and  hear,  he  has  been  useful  to  us.  He  kept  good  company 
and  a  good  deal  of  it.  He  talks  a  great  deal,  and  is  a  zealous  defender 
of  our  affairs.  His  variety  of  languages  and  his  knowledge  of  Amer- 
ican affairs  gave  him  advantages  which  he  did  not  neglect. 

What  his  success  will  be  in  borrowing  money  I  know  not.  We  are 
impatient  to  learn  whether  Virginia  and  tlie  other  States  have  adopted 
the  plan  of  finances  recommended  by  Congress  on  the  18th  of  March. 
I  think  we  shall  do  no  great  things  at  borrowing,  unless  that  system  or 
some  other,  calculated  to  bring  things  to  some  certain  and  steady 
standard,  succeeds. 

Before  this  reaches  you  you  will  have  learned  the  circumstances  of 
the  insurrections  in  England,  which  discover  so  deep  and  so  general  a 
discontent  and  distress,  that  no  wonder  the  nations  stand  gazingatone 
another  in  astonishment  and  horror.  To  what  extremities  their  confu- 
sions will  proceed  no  man  can  tell.  Tliey  seem  unable  to  unite  in  any 
principle,  and  to  have  no  confidence  in  one  another.  Thus  it  is,  when 
truth  and  virtue  are  lost.  These,  surely,  are  not  the  people  who  ought 
to  have  absolute  authority  over  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever;  this  not 
the  nation  which  is  to  bring  us  to  unconditional  submission.  The  loss 
of  Charleston  has  given  a  rude  shock  to  our  feelings.  1  am  distressed 
for  our  worthy  friends  in  that  quarter.  But  the  possession  of  that  town 
must  weaken  and  perplex  the  enemy  more  than  us. 


which,  troin  its  ultra  radicalism  and  its  inisconceptloa  of  the  Ainericaii  system,  Madi- 
son severely  condemns  in  a  letter  to  Mazzei  of  Decenil)er  10,  1768.     (Id.,  444.) 

Mazzei — for  Mazzei's  correspondence  with  John  Adams,  see  .John  Adams'  Works, 
vol.  7,  p.  608 ;  vol.  9,  p.  .552. 

An  interesting  letter,  dated  April  10, 17«1  of  Patrick  Henry,  recommending  Mazzei 
is  in  the  Dreer  Collection  in  Philadelphia. 

The  only  letter  on  record  from  Franklin  to  Mazzei  was  written  before  Franklin  left 
for  France,  and  relates  mainly  to  Mazzei's  plans  for  silk  and  fruit  culture  in  America. 
Mazzei's  abandonment  of  his  silk  and  fruit  enterprise  in  Virginia  arose  from  his 
inability  to  obtain  Italian  experts  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  estate  of  CoUei,  near  Mouticello,  which  was  bought  for  him  by  an  Ameri- 
can company  as  a  vineyard  for  experiment,  has  since  been  shown  to  be  in  a  climate 
suited  for  that  culture.  This  neighborhood  brought  about  Jefferson's  acquaintance 
with  him,  and  the  obnoxious  passage  about  reaction,  above  alluded  to,  which  Mazzei 
selected  for  publication,  was  given  at  the  end  of  a  long  answer  by  .letforson  to  en- 
quiries by  Mazzei  as  to  his  private  affairs.  It  may  be  a  mistake  to  distrust  Mazzei's 
professions  of  radicalism,  but  his  relations  to  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  his  bitter 
antagonism  to  American  statesmen  of  democratic  tendencies  make  his  sincerity  open 
to  doubt. 
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By  this  time  you  know  more  than  I  do  of  the  destination  and  the 
operations  of  French  and  Spanish  armaments.     May  they  have  suc- 
cess, and  give  us  ease  and  liberty,  if  the  English  will  not  give  us  peace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  affectionate  respect,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Vergennea  to  Franklin.* 

Versailles,  June  30, 1780. 

Sir:  I  did  not  until  this  day  receive  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me  on  the  2'ith  of  this  month. 

You  request,  in  consequence  of  an  application  made  to  you  by  Mr. 
Adams,  that  the  orders  given  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  relative  to 
a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18th  of  March  last  should  be  revoked,  or 
at  least  suspended,  as  that  plenipotentiary  is  able  to  prove  that  those 
orders  are  founded  on  false  reports. 

Mr.  Adams,  on  the  22d,  sent  me  a  long  dissertation  on  the  subject  in 
question,  but  it  contains  only  abstract  reasonings,  hypotheses,  and  cal- 
culations which  have  no  real  foundation,  or  which  at  least  do  not  apply 
to  the  subjects  of  the  king,  and  in  tine  principles,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  less  analogous  to  the  alliance  subsisting  between  his  majesty 
and  the  United  States. 

By  this,  sir,  you  can  judge  that  the  pretended  proofs  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Adams  are  not  of  a  nature  to  induce  us  to  change  our  opinion,  and 
consequently  can  not  effect  a  revocation  or  suspension  of  the  orders 
given  to  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  The  king  is  so  firmly  persuaded, 
sir,  that  your  private  opinion  respecting  the  eflects  of  that  resolution 
of  Congress,  as  far  as  it  concerns  strangers,  and  especially  Frenchmen, 
differs  from  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  is  not  apprehensive  of  laying 
you  under  any  embarrassments  by  requesting  you  to  support  the  repre- 
sentations which  his  minister  is  ordered  to  make  to  Congress.  And 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do  this  with  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
case,  his  majesty  has  commanded  me  to  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Adams,  the  observations  of  that  plenipotentiary,  and  my  answer 
to  him. 

The  king  expects  that  you  will  lay  the  whole  before  Congress,  and 
his  majesty  flatters  himself  that  that  assembly,  inspired  with  principles 
different  from  those  which  Mr.  Adams  has  discovered,  will  convince 
his  majesty  that  they  know  how  to  prize  those  marks  of  favor  which  the 
king  has  constantly  shown  to  the  United  States. 

However,  sir,  the  king  does  not  undertake  to  point  out  to  Congress 

the  means  which  may  be  employed  to  indemnify  the  French  who  are 

holders  of  the  paper  money.     His  majesty,  with  respect  to  that,  relies 

entirely  on  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  that  assembly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Yergennes. 


»2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  110, 
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Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.* 

[Translation.] 

Versailles,  June  30,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  lionor  to  write 
me  oil  the  22d  instant  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
March  18  last.  I  have  already  informed  you  that  it  was  by  no  means 
my  intention  to  analyze  this  resolution  as  it  respects  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  nor  examine  whetlier  circumstances  authorize  the 
arrangement  or  not.  I  had  but  one  object  in  writing  to  you  with  the 
confidence  which  I  thought  due  to  your  knowledge  and  your  attachment 
to  the  alliance,  which  was  to  convince  you  that  the  French  ought  not  to 
be  confounded  with  the  Americans,  and  that  there  would  be  an  evident 
injustice  in  making  them  sustain  the  loss  with  which  they  are  threat- 
ened. 

The  details  into  which  you  have  thought  proper  to  enter  have  not 
changed  my  sentiments ;  but  I  think  that  all  further  discussion  between 
us  on  this  subject  will  be  needless,  and  I  shall  only  observe  that  if  the 
king's  council  considers,  as  you  pretend,  the  resolution  of  Congress  in 
a  wrong  point  of  view,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  who  is  on  the  spot, 
will  not  fail  to  elucidate  the  matter  ;  and  if  Congress  on  their  part  shall 
not  adopt  the  representations  which  that  minister  is  charged  to  make 
to  them,  they  will  undoubtedly  communicate  to  us  their  reasons  to  jus- 
tify their  refusal. 

Should  they  be  well  founded,  the  king  will  take  them  into  considera- 
tion, his  majesty  demanding  nothing  but  the  most  exact  justice.  But 
should  they  be  otherwise,  he  will  renew  his  instances  to  the  United 
States,  and  will  confidently  expect  from  their  penetration  and  wisdom 
a  decision  conformable  to  his  demand.  His  majesty  is  the  more  per- 
suaded that  Congress  will  give  their  whole  attention  to  this  business, 
as  this  assembly,  which  has  frequently  renewed  the  assurance,  values, 
as  well  as  yourself,  sir,  the  union  which  subsists  between  France  and 
the  United  States,  and  that  they  will  assuredly  perceive  that  the  French 
deserve  a  preference  before  other  nations  who  have  no  treaty  with 
America,  and  who  even  have  not  as  yet  acknowledged  her  indexjend- 
ence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 


*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Coir.,  ICO,  with  verbal  changes;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  212. 
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J.  Adams  to  Vergeiines.  * 

Paris,  July  1, 1780. 

Sir  :  I  had  this  moruing  the  houor  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  June. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  representations  from  his  majesty  whichmay 
be  made  by  his  minister,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  will  be  attended 
to  by  Congress  with  all  possible  respect,  and  its  due  weight  will  be 
given  to  every  fact  and  argument  that  he  may  adduce,  and  I  am  well 
persuaded  that  Congress  Mill  be  able  to  give  such  reasons  for  their  final 
result  as  will  give  entire  satisfaction  to  his  majesty  and  remove  every 
color  of  just  complaint  from  his  subjects. 

As  in  my  letter  of  the  22d  of  last  month  I  urged  such  reasons  as  aj)- 
peared  to  me  incontestable  to  show  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  18th  of  March,  connected  with  the  other  resolution,  to  pay  the  loan- 
ofiBce  certificates  according  to  the  value  of  money  at  the  time  they  were 
emitted,  being  a  determination  to  pay  the  full  value  of  all  the  bills  and 
certificates  which  wercout;  and  the  depreciation  of  both,  beingmore  the 
act  and  fault  of  their  possessors  than  of  government,  was  neither  a  vio- 
lation of  the  public  faith  nor  an  act  of  bankruiJtcy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  agree  with  your  excellency  in  oiHuion  that  any 
further  discussion  of  these  questions  is  unnecessary. 
I  have  the  houor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Protest  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam.t 

[Extracted  from  the  resoliitious  of  the  council  of  that  city  of  the  29th  of  June, 
17»0,  and  inserted  iu  the  acts  of  the  provincial  assembly  of  Holland,  at  The  Hague, 
July  1,  1780.] 

The  deputies  of  the  city  ot  Amsterdam,  in  the  name  and  on  the  part 
of  their  constituents,  in  order  to  justify  themselves  to  posterity,  have 
declared  in  the  assembly  of  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses  that 
their  committee  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary,  without  loss  of  time, 
10  write  on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  M.  de  Swart,  their 
resident  at  the  court  of  Kussia,  and  charge  him  to  enter  into  a  con- 
ference, the  sooner  the  better,  with  the  commissioners  of  her  Imperial 
majesty  of  Eussia  and  of  other  neutral  powers  in  the  place  of  his  res- 
idence and  elsewhere  where  it  shall  be  judged  suitable,  in  order  to  con- 
clude together  a  convention  for  the  mutual  protection  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  neutral  powers  on  the  basis  of  the  declaration  made 
by  her  majesty  to  the  belligerent  powers,  and  of  the  resolution  adopted 
on  this  subject  by  their  high  mightinesses  on  the  24th  of  April  last, 
adding  to  it  only  that  said  M.  de  Swart  shall  take  for  the  rule  of  his 
conduct  the  simplicity  which  her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia  herself  has 

»3  Sparks'  Dip,  Rev.  Corr.,  167 ;  7  J.  Adams' Works,  213. 
t5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.   Corr,,  306. 
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proposed  in  the  explanations  which  she  made  on  five  points  at  the 
request  of  his  Swedish  majesty,  and  which  M.  de  Swart  has  communi- 
cated to  their  high  mightinesses,  to  the  end  that  with  such  a  provisional 
convention  they  would  be  well  pleased  to  decree  together  the  reciprocal 
protection  of  the  merchant  ships  of  each  other,  which,  fortified  with  the 
requisite  papers,  shall  be  nevertheless  insulted  on  the  sea ;  so  that  these 
merchant  vessels,  being  in  reach  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  of  one  of 
the  allied  powers,  wherever  it  may  be,  they  may  receive,  in  virtue  of 
such  an  alliance,  any  assistance;  and  that  at  the  same  time  the  con- 
tracting powers  engage  to  put  to  sea,  provisionally,  all  the  vessels  of 
war  they  can,  and  to  give  to  the  officers  who  shall  command  tbem 
necessary  orders  and  instructions,  that  they  may  be  able  to  fulfill  these 
general,  salutary,  and  simple  views. 

And  that,  further,  as  to  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the  future, 
which  may  require  more  particular  detail,  and  which  can  not  be  adjusted 
with  the  expedition  which  the  present  perilous  state  of  the  navigation 
of  the  neutral  powers  in  general  and  of  this  province  iu  particular  de- 
mands, M.  de  Swart  will  reserve  all  this  for  a  separate  article,  of  which 
her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia  made  mention  in  the  above-named  expla- 
nations, and  that  he  will  declare  iu  regard  to  this  that  their  high 
mightinesses  have  given  thereon  their  final  and  precise  orders,  in  which 
they  will  constitute  one  or  more  plenipotentiaries,  who  will  be  able  to 
treat  of  the  necessary  arrangements  on  this  subject  with  the  neutral 
powers. 

That  said  constitutents,  to  give  greater  weight  to  their  present 
advice,  add  further  to  the  above,  that  if  this  advice  was  rejected,  and 
if  the  affair  was  negotiated  on  the  basis  of  the  previous  opiniou,  exhib- 
ited on  the  23d  of  June  last,  in  the  assembly  of  Holland,  the  conse- 
quence of  it  will  be  that  the  Russian  squadron,  which,  according  to 
orders  of  her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia,  must  have  already  put  to  sea, 
will  appear  iu  the  seas  bordering  on  this  country  without  giving  any 
protection  to  the  commerce  of  this  country;  while,  on  the  other  side, 
though  commerce  has  been  a  long  time  charged  with  double  duties, 
their  high  mightinesses,  meantime,  grant  it  no  protectiou,  because  the 
colleges  of  admiralty  of  this  country  profess  themselves  unable  to  do  it, 
or  at  least  to  put  to  sea  sufficient  convoys  to  avoid  affronts  like  those 
which  the  squadron  under  the  orders  of  Rear- Admiral  de  Byland  had 
lately  endured. 

That  from  this  total  failure  of  protection  to  the  navigation  of  this 
country,  on  the  one  side,  and  from  the  continual  insults  of  which  their 
high  mightinesses  every  day  receive  grievous  complaints,  on  the  other, 
there  must  naturally  ensue  an  entire  suspension  of  the  commerce  of  this 
country;  and  thence  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  this  commerce  will  be  di- 
verted and  take  its  course  by  other  European  channels,  and  that  the 
burdensome  impositions  with  which  it  is  charged,  iu  order  to  obtain 
weans  for  its  protection  being  continued,  vyiH  precipitate  its  ruin, 


JULY    1,   1780.  831 

That  in  this  confusion  of  atfairs,  and  in  the  extreme  necessity  in 
which  they  find  themselves  to  take  advantage  of  an  offer  of  assistance 
and  succor  so  generously  and  magnanimously  made  and  proposed  by 
her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia  to  this  state  on  a  footing  so  easy  and  so 
little  burdensome,  the  lords  constituents  will  leave  posterity  to  judge 
of  the  weight  of  the  reasons  alleged  by  some  members  of  the  assembly 
of  their  noble  and  grand  mightinesses,  in  the  deliberation  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  if  the  acceptance  of  said  means  for  the  necessary  protection  of 
the  commerce  of  this  country,  and  in  particular  of  foreign  succor,  could 
be  considered  a  means  of  drawing  on  a  war  on  the  part  of  those  against 
whom  it  is  found  necessary  to  defend  ourselves  in  making  use  of  said 
means  to  all  lawful  purposes  ;  and  as  if  we  ought  for  this  reason  to  de- 
cline the  said  offer  of  assistance,  unless  her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia, 
beside  her  said  magnanimous  plan  of  re-establishing  the  liberty  of  the 
seas,  will  also  engage  with  the  other  neutral  powers  to  guaranty  to  this 
nation  all  its  possessions  fixed  and  immovable  both  in  and  out  of  Europe. 

That  the  lords  constituents  will  only  remark,  that  in  order  that  such 
an  attack  on  the  fixed  and  immovable  possessions  of  the  republic  may 
appear  likely,  it  would  be  necessary,  at  least,  to  allege  some  plausible 
reasons  or  pretexts  to  defend  it,  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  from  the  most 
manifest  injustice  and  violence;  whereas  it  is  clear  that  such  hostilities 
could  not  have  any  foundation  on  a  protection  of  commerce  to  which 
their  high  mightinesses  find  themselves  absolutely  forced  by  the  open 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  with  England  in  1674; 
that  thus  the  probability  of  an  attack  of  this  sort,  seeing  the  manifest 
injustice  of  such  an  enterprise,  must  vanish  ;  and  this  especially  if  we 
consider  the  great  number  of  enemies  that  England  has  drawn  upon  her, 
and  that  it  would  be  madness  to  increase  the  number;  that  such  being 
the  case,  the  said  suppositions  are  of  too  small  weight,  and  too  far  re- 
moved from  all  probability,  to  refuse  the  moans  which  are  offered  of 
protecting  the  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  the  state,  and  that  to  refuse 
an  aid  so  powerful,  while  it  is  not  in  a  condition  to  protect  its  commerce 
by  its  own  unaided  forces,  will  be  evidently  to  renounce  all  protec- 
tion possible,  while  the  burdensome  imposts  under  which  commerce, 
in  expectation  of  some  protection,  has  a  long  time  groaned  and  still 
groans,  would,  against  all  reason,  remain  in  their  rigor. 

That,  in  addition  to  this,  the  lords  constituents  will  remark  further, 
that  it  appears  by  the  successive  despatches  of  M.  de  Swart  to  their 
high  mightinesses  on  this  aifair,  that  he  insists  strongly  on  hastening  the 
business,  and  on  sending,  the  sooner  the  better,  necessary  instructions  for 
this  purpose,  after  tlie  example  of  Sweden,  who  has  already  instructed  her 
minister  to  conclude  the  sai<l  convention.  That  this  is  the  more  neces- 
sary, because  we  know  that  all  sorts  of  indirect  means  are  set  to  work 
to  deprive  the  republic  of  the  advantage  of  an  alliance  so  beneficial,  and 
to  involve  it  in  a  war  with  France. 

From  this  it  is  clf.ar  that  such  pernicious  views  will  be  accomplished 
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if  not  only  they  put  off  the  completion  of  the  convention,  but  also,  as  is 
but  too  apparent,  if  they  evade  it  altogether,  by  making  her  Imi^erial 
majesty  of  Russia  j)ropositions  of  guaranty,  which  not  only  are  entirely 
foreign  to  the  plan  which  this  princess  has  laid  before  the  eyes  of 
Europe,  but  which  her  majesty,  in  the  exi)lanations  she  has  given,  has 
roundly  declared  she  would  never  listen  to. 

In  fine,  that  the  lords  constituents  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  her  Imperial  majesty  of  Russia,  by  making  the 
declaration  in  question  on  the  part  of  their  high  mightinesses  to  the 
belligerent  powers,  and  by  assuring  her  majesty  that  as  soon  as  said 
convention  shall  be  signed  their  high  mightinesses  will  make  the  said 
declaration  to  the  courts  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Meantime,  the  committee  referred  thereon  to  the  better  advice  of  the 
honorable  council.  On  which  having  deliberated,  and  the  voices  hav- 
ing been  taken,  the  burgomasters  and  counselors  thanked  the  commit- 
tee for  the  trouble  they  had  taken,  and  agreed  to  the  above  advice. 

A.  Van  Hingelandt. 


Couteulx  to  Jay.* 

Cadiz,  July  4,  1780. 

Sir  :  With  your  esteemed  letter  22d  June  last  we  received  an  en- 
closed one  for  Mr.  Harrison,  to  whom  it  was  immediately  conveyed. 
Said  gentleman  arrived  here  about  a  fortnight  ago  and  has  remitted  us 
your  favor  5th  May  last  introducing  him  to  our  acquaintance.  We 
have  done  everything  in  our  power  to  convince  him  of  our  true  regard 
for  the  recommendation  he  brought,  and  though  few  occasions  have 
presented  of  being  useful  to  him,  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  facilitat- 
ing to  him  some  commercial  affairs  advantageous  to  his  interest,  and 
have  also  presented  him  to  our  new  governor-general,  Orielly. 

About  the  regulations  expected  on  the  treatment  to  be  allowed  to 
American  seamen,  we  see  that  you  are  expecting  answers  from  the  Con- 
gress to  your  letters  on  the  subject;  in  the  interim  are  of  opinion  to 
continue  on  the  same  plan  laid  out  at  your  departure.  We  are  very 
willing  to  follow  that  case,  though  we  must  confess  to  you  that  in  itself 
it  is  a  tiresome  and  disagreeable  job  enough  by  the  multiplicity  of  peo- 
l)le  that  ijresent  themselves  every  day,  the  kind  of  trial  that  must  be 
made  of  each  in  particular  to  us,  if  they  are  grounded  in  the  succor 
they  pretend,  and  more  than  all  by  the  difficulty  of  collocating  them, 
and  the  strange  and  monstrous  j)retensions  of  many,  who  (as  sailors  in 
fine)  lavish  themselves  in  very  free  terms  upon  upbraiding  their  own 
country  that  does  not  provide  better  for  its  seamen,  and  threatening  to 
engage  on  board  of  English  vessels  rather  than  to  famish.  There  is 
now  here  a  gang  of  fourteen  of  them  come  from  Lisbon  with  French 
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and  Spaiiisli  passes  that  denote  tlieiu  to  be  Aaiericaus,  They  won't  be 
satisfied  with  one  real  of  phite  a  day.  There  are  but  two  American 
ships  here,  so  lull  of  peoi)le  that  they  can  not  be  engaged  for  love  or 
money  to  take  more.  We  have  proposed  to  them  to  go  and  stay  on 
board  some  of  the  men-of-war  now  here  with  the  allowance  that  they 
might  go  away  whenever  they  please,  but  they  have  such  a  terrible 
relvictauce  to  it,  that  it  is  difficult  to  determine,  as  they  may  still  remain 
here  long  time  enough. 

Here  enclosed  we  remit  you  accounts  of  our  disbursements  to  this 
day,  which  you  will  please  to  direct  us  for  the  reimbursement  of,  and 
at  the  same  time  it  may  serve  you  to  form  a  judgment  on  the  annual 
expense,  considering  it  however  a  half  more  for  the  future  on  account 
of  the  dear  price  of  provisions,  that  does  not  afford  people  living  at 
one  real  a  day  as  I  had  taxed  them. 

We  are  very  happy  to  hear  that  Mrs.  Jay's  health  is  better.  The 
beautiful  walks  of  Aranjuez  gardens  will  perhaps  have  contributed 
to  the  recovery  of  her  health.  We  will  learn  the  continuation  of  it 
with  pleasure,  as  also  Colonel  Livingston's,  to  whom  we  present  our 
compliments.  We  beg  you  would  be  good  enough  to  tell  Mr.  Car- 
michael  that  we  never  could  get  any  intelligence,  neither  from  the  people 
at  Mrs.  Murphey's  nor  at  the  French  consul's,  of  General  Washington's 
picture,  of  which  we  lament  much  the  loss.  We  assure  this  gentleman 
of  our  civilities.  There  is  now  in  the  bay  a  formidable  fleet,  composed 
of  thirty-two  men  of  first  rank  of  the  line,  twenty-four  of  them  Spanish 
and  eight  French.  We  expect  still  four  French  more  from  Toulon, 
after  which  arrival  we  think  this  fleet  shall  go  to  cruise  in  the  channel. 
God  grant  they  may  succeed  as  well  as  M.  Guichen.  We  should 
expect  soon  good  news  from  America  and  West  Indies  from  said  ad- 
miral and  from  M.  de  Ternay. 
We  remain,  etc., 

L.   COUTEULX. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  G,  1780. 
Sir  :  In  looking  over  the  long  list  of  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States  taken  and  destroyed,  and  recollecting  the  whole  history  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  our  navy,  it  is  very  difficult  to  avoid  tears.  Never- 
theless, what  we  have  done  and  lost  shows  what  we  can  do.  Our  re- 
sources of  materials,  artists,  and  seamen  are  not  exhausted.  But  it  is 
impossible  not  to  inquire  whether  we  have  not  committed  errors  In  the 
destination  of  our  vessels  1  W^hether  our  navy  is  equal  to  ohe  attack 
or  defense  of  places  %  Whether  our  articles  of  war  for  the  government 
of  the  marine  are  adequate  to  the  introduction  of  that  obedience  and 
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discipline  that  are  necessary  ?  Whether  cruising- for  the  protection  of 
our  own  trade  against  the  depredations  of  i)rivateers  and  smaller  ves- 
sels of  war  of  our  enemies,  and  for  the  purpose  of  making  prizes  of 
transports  and  merchant  ships,  is  not  the  object  fittest  in  the  jjresent 
stage  of  our  naval  history  to  encourage  seamen  to  engage  in  our  service, 
to  form  officers,  to  supply  the  United  States  with  many  things,  to 
weaken  and  distress  our  foes  '?  Officers,  who  have  a  thirst  for  glory  and 
wish  to  distinguish  themselves  by  brilliant  battles,  ought  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged, but  I  can  not  but  tliink  that  at  this  period  they  would  do 
more  essential  service  to  their  country  by  a  line  of  conduct  leading  to 
fewer  laurels,  but  more  wealth. 

In  all  events,  however,  it  is  to  be  hoped  and  presumed  that  Congress 
will  give  great  attention  to  their  navy,  to  the  augmentation  of  shi[)s, 
the  multiplication  of  seamen,  the  improvement  of  discipline,  nnd  the 
formation  of  officers.  Americans,  I  see,  must  cherish  their  own  navy. 
I  fear  that  no  other  nation  would  grieve  very  much  at  the  total  destruc- 
tion of  it  before  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  I  am  sorry  to  say  this,  but 
I  have  heard  such  hints  as  convince  me  that  it  is  my  duty  to  put  Con- 
gress on  their  guard,  and  to  entreat  them  to  leave  nothing  unattempted 
to  put  their  marine  upon  the  best  footing  in  their  power. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  G,  1780. 
Sir  :  In  the  puplic  papers  of  the  latter  end  of  June  are  lists  of  the 
vessels  of  war  and  privateers  taken  and  destroyed  by  the  powers  at  war. 

Vessels  taken  from  France. 


Vessels. 

G-nns. 

Kemarks. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Prot6e 

64 

42 

36 

36 
34 
32 

Taken    by    A  d  lu  i  r  a  1 

Digby. 
Taken  by  Admiral  Kow- 

ley. 
Taken  by  Admiral  Row- 

ley. 
Kuby,  Everett. 
Experiment,  Wallace. 
Admiral  Vernon. 

32 
30 
26 
26 
14 

14 

14 

Alcniene 

Oi.seau 

Adventure 

Pilote 

Pro.serpino,  Sutton. 
Apollo,  Pownal. 
Admiral  Arbuthnot. 
Commodore  Reynolds, 

Do. 

Coureur 

Admiral  Kennel. 

1 

DESTROYED. 


Valeur. 


Experiment,  Wallace 


Recluse . 


24 


Experiment,  Wallace. 
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Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

liemarks. 

64 

50 
32 
32 

28 
28 
20 

D'Orvilliera. 
D'Estaiug. 

Le  Bouriroync. 
La  Junon. 

D'Estaiug. 

Lively 

20 
18 
16 
16 
14 
10 
8 

D'Orvilliers. 

Experinjont 

D'Estaing. 

Montreal 

Fox 

Senegal 

Alert 

D'Orvilliers. 

Ariel 

Thunder  Bomb . . 

D'Estaing. 

DESTROYED. 


Juno 

Flora  . . . 
Lark  ... 
Orpheus 
Quebec 


At  Rhode  Island. 


By  the  Surveillante. 


Cerberus 28 

Rose 20 

Falcon I  18 

King  Fisher 16 


At  Rhode  Island. 
At  Savannah. 
At  Rhode  Island. 
Do. 


Privateers  taken  from  France. 


Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

Komarks. 

40 
40 
36 
30 
30 
30 

Comte  d'Artois . 

28 
28 
20 
16 
10 

Monsieur 

Due  de  Cogny  . . . 

Retaken  by  the  French. 

Helena 

Do. 

M6nag6re  

Do. 

S.  Domingo  . 
S.  Eugeuio   , 


Vessels  taken  from  Spain, 


Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

80 
70 
TO 

By  Admiral  Rodney. 

Ammonica 

Margarita 

32 

28 

Pearl,  Montagu. 

Johnstone. 

Princessa 

DESTROYED. 


70     By  Admiral  Rodnej'. 
70 


S.Julian 
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rrivateers  taken  from  the  Spaniards. 


Vessels. 

Guns. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

G4 

52 
32 
30 

Sta  Teresa 

28 

20 

Solidad 

26 

Vessels  of  war  taken  from  Congress, 


Vessels. 

Guns. 

Kcmarks. 

Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Hancock 

32 

Ilainbow,    Sir     George 

Harapden 

20 

Sir  George  Collier. 

Collier. 

Triuiibull 

20 

Venus,  Fergu.son. 

Raleigh 

32 

Experiment,  Wallace, 

Cumberlaud 

20 

Pomona,  Waldgrove. 

IMovidence 

32 

Aduiiral  Arbulhuot. 

Rauger 

20 

Admiral  Arbutlinot. 

32 

Do. 

Alfred 

20 

30 

18 

Sir  George  Collier. 
Uope,  Dawson. 
Alert,  Bazeley. 

30 

Cabot 

18 

Oliver  Cromwell. 

24 

Beaver  Sloop,  Jones. 

Lexington 

16 

DESTROYED. 


Bricole,    pierced 

40 

Admiral  Arbutlinot. 

Washington  .  - , . 

32 

Captain  Henry. 

for  60,  mouut- 

Efflngham  ...... 

28 

Do. 

ing 

Queen  of  Prance 

28 

Admiral  Arbuthnot. 

44 

Serapis,  Pearson. 

Fruit     

20 

Do. 

Kichard. 

General  Moultrie 

20 

Do. 

Kandolph 

36 

Yarmouth,  Vincent. 

Notre  Dame 

16 

Do. 

32 

Sir  George  Collier. 

N.  B. — Seventeen  armed  ships,  from  fourteen  to  twenty-four  guns,  de- 
stroyed by  Sir  George  Collier  at  Penobscot;  three  frigates  and  two 
sloops  destroyed  by  the  same  upon  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth ;  the  gal- 
leys destroyed  upon  Lake  Champlain,  in  Georgia,  etc.;  the  ships  de- 
stroyed in  Egg  Harbor,  at  Bedford,  etc. 

Vessels  of  war  taken  by  Congress. 


Vessels. 

Guns. 

Remarks. 

Vessels. 

Gun.s. 

Remarks. 

Serapis 

44  I  Paul  Jones. 

18     Ranger,  Paul  Joues. 

Countess       o  f 
Scarborough. 

32 

Paul  Joues. 

DESTROYED. 


Augusta. 
Acteon  .. 


At  Mud  Fort. 
At  Fort  Sullivan. 


Mermaid 
Merlin  .. 


Off  Cape  Henlopen. 
At  Mud  Fort. 
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Somerset  . 
Repulse. .. 
Arethiisa . 
Liverpool . 

Sjren 

Leviathan 
Grampus  . 
Tortoise  .. 
Glasgow  . . 

Vestal 

Mercury.. 


Vessels. 


Guns. 


Vessels. 


Cruiser  ... 

Otter 

Pomona... 

Zebra 

Cupid 

Savage 

Pegasus  .. 

Spy 

Swallow  .. 
Viper 


Guns. 


16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 
14 
U 
U 
14 


FRENCH. 


Roland . 

Zephyr 


Monarque 
Fox 


SPANISH. 


Pondersoso  . . 
Notre  Dame  . 
St.  Joseph  . . . 


Rosa 

Congres 
Carraes  . 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.*' 

Paris,  July  7, 1780. 
Sm:  On  the  27th  of  June  Mr.  Hartley,  after  a  speech  of  an  hour 
long,  moved  that  the  liouse  would  give  him  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
the  end  to  empower  the  court  to  adopt  the  most  proper  means  to  make 
peace  with  America.  After  a  short  debate,  the  question  being  jnit,  the 
majority  was  for  the  negative.  This  motion  is  said  to  have  had  the  less 
success  because  it  is  founded  on  a  principle  absolutely  false  and  derog- 
atory to  the  royal  prerogative.  The  King  of  England,  to  make  peace, 
wants  nothing  but  the  will.  It  is  in  this  case  only  that  he  is  absolute. 
The  American  war  was  commenced  without  the  participation  of  Parlia- 
ment. Why  should  they  give  the  king  new  powers  to  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion?  There  is  but  one  means  of  forcing  him  to  it,  and  that  is  by 
refusing  him  the  necessary  subsidies ;  and  they  are  now  further  from 
this  than  ever.     But  it  is  ridiculous  to  labor  to  clothe  the  king  with 
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powers  which  are  inherent  in  his  title.     It  is,  in  other  words,  to  permit 
him  to  be  a  king;. 
The  bill  is  of  the  following  tenor : 

Whereas  for  some  years  there  have  arisen  unfortunate  disputes  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  several  provinces  of  Nortli  America,  which  have  occasioned  the  calamities 
of  war :  To  the  end  to  prevent  a  greater  elfusion  of  blood,  and  to  re-establish  peace, 
be  it  enacted,  that  his  majesty  be  permitted,  by  virtue  of  letters  patent,  to  nominate 
commissioners,  with  power  to  treat,  consult,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  restoring 
peace,  in  concert  with  persons  authorized  for  this  purpose  by  the  said  provinces  of 
North  America.  That,  to  facilitate  the  good  intentions  of  this  bill,  be  it  enacted, 
that  the  king  give  power  to  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to  be  suspended  all  hos' 
tilities,  by  land  and  by  sea,  for  so  long  a  time  and  under  such  conditions  and  restric- 
tions as  they  shall  judge  proper.  That,  to  the  end  to  establish  upon  a  good  founda- 
tion a  cordial  reconciliation  and  a  durable  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  said 
provinces,  by  reinstating  them  in  their  ancient  friendship,  his  majesty  may  legally 
permit  his  said  commissioners  to  grant  and  to  ratify,  from  time  to  time,  any  article 
of  pacification  which,  thus  granted  and  ratified,  shall  have  its  full  and  entire  effect 
for  ten  years,  to  be  dated  from  the  1st  of  August  of  the  present  year.  That,  for  re- 
moving every  obstacle  which  may  oppose  itself  to  the  full  execution  of  any  article  of 
pacification,  his  majesty  shall  be  at  liberty,  by  an  order  in  writing,  signed  with  hishand 
and  countersigned  by  one  or  more  secretaries  of  state,  to  authorize  the  said  commis- 
sioners to  suspend,  during  ten  years,  to  be  dated  from  the  1st  of  August  of  the  present 
year,  the  execution  of  any  act  of  Parliament  which  concerns  the  said  provinces,  so 
far  as  the  said  acts,  their  clauses  or  conditions,  may  put  any  obstacle  to  the  full  effect 
and  to  the  execution  of  any  article  of  pacification  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Said  provinces.  That,  to  the  end  to  establish  a  durable  reconciliation  and  a  perpetual 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  said  provinces,  be  it  enacted,  that  all  and  every 
article  of  pacification,  resolved  and  ratified  for  ten  years  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  from 
time  to  time  communicated  to  both  houses  of  Parliament,  to  be  by  them  examined,  as 
forming  the  base  of  a  sincere  and  durable  union;  and  that  every  one  of  the  said 
articles,  having  been  once  approved  in  Parliament,  shall  have  forever  its  full  and 
entire  effect.     That  the  present  act  shall  remain  in  force  until  the  31st  of  December. 

Having  been  disappointed,  by  another  accident,  of  my  English  pa- 
pers, I  have  been  obliged  to  translate  this  bill  from  the  Courrier  de 
VEurope.  I  hope  to  transmit  the  original  in  a  few  days.  It  is,  how- 
ever, of  so  little  consequence,  that  it  is  scarce  worth  transcribing.  Other 
grounds  must  be  taken  than  that  of  General  Conway,  Governor  Pownal, 
or  Mr.  Hartley  before  anything  will  be  done  in  earnest  towards  peace. 
The  history  of  Charleston,  and  the  numberless  fictions  with  which  the 
the  stockjobbers  have  decorated  it,  have  raised  the  stocks  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  and  have  given  such  a  temporary  intoxication  to  the  ])eo- 
ple,  that  scarce  anything  is  talked  of  but  unconditional  submission. 

The  affair  of  Mobile,  the  dispersion  of  both  the  outward  and  home- 
ward bound  Quebec  licet,  the  indecisive  battles  between  de  Guichen 
and  Rodnej',  and  the  anxiety  for  Walsingham's  fleet,  and  twenty  other 
fears  begin  now  to  sink  their  spirits  again. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 

N.  B. — Sir  George  Saville  moved  on  the  same  day  a  resolution  that 
the  American  war  was  unconstitutional,  expensive,  and  ruinous;  but 
this  motion  was  rejected  by  nearly  the  same  majority. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

Paris,  July  7,  1780. 
Sir  :  Oil  the  21st  of  last  month  the  merchants  of  the  city  of  Amster- 
dam arrived  at  The  Hague,  and  presented  to  their  high  mightinesses  a 
petition  conceived  in  these  terms  : 

To  their  high  mightinesses  our  lords  the  States- General  of  the  United  Provinces  : 

The  subscribers,  all  merchants,  trading  to  the  West  Iiulies,  and  established  iiuder 
the  jnrisdiction  of  this  state,  give  respectfully  to  understand  that,  to  their  great  re- 
gret, the  petitioners  have  learned,  by  the  way  of  a  ship  lately  arrived  from  Curasao, 
the  unheard-of  ill  treatment  exercised  by  the  English  iu  taking  the  barks  belonging 
to  the  subjects  of  their  high  mightinesses  which  trade  with  the  French  possessions 
in  the  said  countries,  and  wliich,  loaded  with  the  productions  of  the  said 
countries,  purchased  or  consigned,  make  sail  to  return  to  the  islands  or  places 
which  belong  to  the  dominions  of  their  high  mightinesses,  without  having,  even 
to  this  time,  that  your  petitioners  know  of,  returned  either  the  barks  or  car^ 
goes;  but  so  far  from  it,  that  tiie  cargoes  of  some  of  them  have  been  already  con- 
demned and  the  barks  restored  empty,  a  fate  which  the  petitioners  fear  to  see  others 
undergo  likewise.  And  as  by  these  vexatious  and  unparalleled  ill  treatment  the 
subjects  of  your  high  mightinesses,  contrary  to  all  kinds  of  right,  are  deprived  of 
their  properties  and  effects  embarked,  as  well  as  of  the  liberty  which  is  assured  to 
them  by  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the  crown  of  England  and  this  state,  and  by 
these  means  see  themselves  reduced  to  an  impossibility  of  being  able  to  procure  for 
the  ships  sent  from  home  to  the  West  Indies  the  cargoes  necessary  for  their  return, 
all  expeditions  and  adventures  of  merchandises  from  our  countries  Jo  these  places 
must  absolutely  cease,  and  draw  after  it  the  inevitable  ruin  of  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, so  imjiortant,  "as  well  as  that  of  many  of  the  subjects  of  your  high  mightinesses, 
both  iu  this  country  and  iu  the  West  Indies. 

For  these  causes  the  petitioners  pray,  iu  all  humility,  that  your  high  mightinessea 
would  be  pleased  to  take  this  navigation  and  commerce,  forming  an  object  so  consid* 
erable,  under  your  effectual  protection  ;  in  the  first  place  by  granting  the  necessary 
convoy  to  ships  which  go  to  the  West  Indies  or  which  return  from  thence  ;  and  in  the 
next  place  to  order  to  cruise  iu  those  seas  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  of  war,  or 
even  to  order  them  to  escort  the  barks  iu  question  and  other  trading  ships  loaded 
with  productions  and  efiects  jjermitted  by  the  treaties  and  making  sail  for  the  French 
colonies  or  returning  from  them,  to  the  end  to  secure  them  from  all  further  insult; 
which  will  preserve  at  the  same  time  the  petitioners,  as  well  as  many  other  subjects 
of  the  republic,  from  total  ruin.  That  it  may,  moreover,  please  your  high  migbti- 
nesses  to  charge  the  Count  de  Welderen,  your  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  British 
court,  to  make  the  necessary  representations  touching  the  seizure  of  these  barks,  to 
seek  to  obtain  of  the  English  ministi-y  that  the  requisite  orders  may  be  sent  to  the 
colonies  of  his  Britannic  majesty  for  releasing  the  aforesaid  barks,  with  their  cargoes, 
paying,  at  the  same  time,  the  expenses  occasioned  by  their  seizure  ;  in  fine,  that  by 
the  good  and  efficacious  offices  of  his  excellency  things  may  be  directed  in  a  manner 
that  on  the  part  of  the  court  of  St.  James  they  may  write  to  Jamaica  and  elsewhere 
not  to  interrupt  for  the  future  the  subjects  of  their  high  mightinesses  iu  the  exercise 
of  tbis  lawful  commerce,  but  to  leave  them  to  enjoy  a  free  navigation  and  commerce, 
such  as  have  been  solemnly  accorded  and  guarantied  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  iG74. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  175,  with  verbal  changes. 
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Congress  to  the  Minister  of  France.* 

Jn  Congress,  July  7,  1780. 

The  minister  of  France  having,  in  a  note  dated  the  28tli  of  June,  in- 
formed Congress  that  the  court  of  Madrid  has  sent  to  the  Havana  a 
considerable  body  of  forces  to  make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter;  and 
that  the  Governor  of  Havana  desires  that  as  much  flour  and  fresh  pro- 
visions, such  as  cattle,  hogs,  suet,  lard,  and  pulse,  as  can  be  spared 
should  be  sent  thither ;  and  the  minister  having  intimated  that  three 
thousand  barrels  of  flour  are  immediately  wanted,  and  that  he  will  un- 
dertake to  have  that  quantity  purchased  and  sent,  if  Congress  approve 
the  measure,  the  following  answer  was  returned : 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed  that,  through  the  loss  of 
Charleston,  the  numerous  army  the  States  are  under  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  in  the  southern  department,  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  lightness  of  the  crops  in  the  middle  States,  as  well  as  the  present 
extraordinary  demand  for  the  purposes  of  an  effectual  co-operation  witli 
the  expected  armament  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  have  not  left 
these  States  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  any  considerable  export  of  pro- 
visions; yet  Congress,  desirous  to  testify  their  attention  to  the  neces- 
sities of  his  Catholic  majesty's  colonies  and  armaments,  and  as  far  as 
lies  in  their  power  to  compensate  for  the  failure  of  supplies  of  rice, 
which  an  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the  southern  States  has 
unhappily  rendered  it  impracticable  to  afford,  have  resolved,  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  State  of  Maryland  to  grant  permission  to  such 
agent  as  the  minister  of  France  shall  appoint  to  purchase  within  that 
State  any  quantity  of  flour,  not  exceeding  three  thousand  barrels,  and 
to  ship  the  same  to  such  colonies  of  his  Catholic  majesty  in  the  West 
Indies  as  the  minister  of  France  may  direct.  That  many  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  minister  being  such  as  the  colonies  of 
his  Catholic  majesty  furnish  upon  better  terms  than  they  can  be  pro- 
cured from  these  States  in  their  present  situation,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
they  will  feel  no  inconvenience  from  Congress  not  entering  at  this  time 
into  any  determination  thereon. 

Resolved.,  That  (Congress  will  from  time  to  time  afford  such  supplies 
to  the  colonies  of  his  Catholic  majesty  as  their  circumstances  may  re- 
quire and  the  situation  of  these  States  enable  them  to  grant. 


W.  Lee  to  J.  Adams.t 

Brttssels,  Jnly  8,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  prevented  by  indisposition,  otherwise  should  have 
had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  sooner  on  a  subject  which  apjiears  to 
affect  the  honor  of  America,  of  Congress,  and  its  agents  in  Europe. 

"  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  695.        t  7  J.  Adams'  Works.  ai5. 
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The  copy  of  General  Clinton's  letter  that  was  intercepted,  which  you  sent 
here  to  Mr.  Jennings,  having  afterwards  appeared  in  most  of  the  public 
papers,  there  was  a  formal  contradiction  of  its  authenticity,  first  in  The 
Hague  Gazette,  and  inserted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  the  world 
believe  that  this  contradiction  came  from  Sir  Jos^^ph  Yorke,  the  Eng- 
lish minister.  The  Leyden  Gazette  confirmed  in  some  measure  this 
contradiction,  in  which  it  was  followed  by  the  Courier  du  Bas-Rhin, 
though  it  had  before  given  the  letter  at  length  as  having  been  origi- 
nally published  by  order  of  Congress;  but,  after  the  intelligence  of  the 
surrender  of  Charleston,  this  same  gazetteer,  namely,  the  Courier  du 
Bas-Khin,  in  No.  51,  June  24,  1780,  positively  states  that  letter  to  have 
been  a  forgery,  and  concludes  in  these  injurious  terms :  "  Done  il  vant 
mieuxse  bien  defendre  et  sebien  battre  que  desupposer  des  lettres  qui 
ne  peuvent;  abuser  le  public  qu'uu  moment."  You  must  be  sensible  of 
the  injury  it  will  bring  to  America  and  the  cause  of  liberty  if  the  world 
is  permitted  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that  Congress  and  its  agents 
are  base  enough  to  be  guilty  of  such  a  mean  and  pitiful  conduct  as  to 
forge  and  publish  the  grossest  falsehoods  as  solid  truths. 

Mr.  Dumas,  who  is  styled  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane  the 
American  agent  at  The  Hague,  and  who  is  actually  paid  witli  the  money 
of  America,  has  a  particular  connection  with  the  editor  of  the  Leyden 
Gazette,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  has  a  correspondence  with  the 
Bas-Rhin  ;  therefore  one  would  naturally  imagine,  as  it  was  his  duty, 
he  could  have  taken  some  measures  to  prevent  such  a  censure  on 
America,  or  from  spreading  further  than  in  the  same  circle  in  which 
The  Hague  Gazette  circulates  !*  The  Bas-Rhin  Gazette,  as  well  as  that 
of  Berlin,  is  generally  looked  on  as  a  Prussian  court  gazette,  being 
printed  in  the  capital  of  the  Prussian  dominions  on  the  Rhine,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  if  the  Prussian  minister  at  Paris  was  spoken  to  on  the 
subject  a  repetition  of  such  conduct  would  at  least  be  prevented  in  the 
editor  of  that  gazette. 

As  Don  Solano  has  returned  to  Cadiz  with  his  squadron,  leaving  only 
four  ships  of  the  line  to  convoy  the  fleet  to  the  West  Indies,  all  my 
pleasing  prospects  of  peace,  from  the  hopes  of  the  enemy  suffering 
some  capital  loss  there  in  this  campaign,  are  totally  vanished,  for  on 
the  arrival  of  Graves  and  Walsingham,  who  have  been  permitted  to 
go  unmolested,  the  superiority  of  tho  enemy  at  sea  will  be  so  decided, 
that  France  will  be  fortunate  if  she  loses  no  more  than  those  islands  she 
had  before  taken  from  the  English.  Hitherto  Rodney  has  only  sliown 
his  superiority  in  the  art  of  boasting,  which  is  certainly  his  forte.  The 
original  force,  intended  to  go  under  M.  Ternay,  has  unhappily  been 
diminished  one-half ;  no  effectual  offensive  operation  can  be  expected 


*This  is  unjust  to  M.  Dumas.  He  was  directefl  by  Dr.  Frankliu  and  by  Mr. 
Adams  to  cause  this  letter  to  be  inserted  in  the  Leyden  Gazette.  At  the  same  time 
he  suspected  the  trick,  and  first  opened  tlieir  eyes  to  it.  Perhaps  it  had  been  wiser 
in  him  not  to  have  so  hastily  followed  his  orders.— Note  to  7  John  Adams'  Works, 
216. 
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from  that  expedition ;  and  if  it  is  true,  as  it  is  reported,  that  in  the  fall 
M.  Ternay  goes  to  the  West  Indies,  the  progress  of  the  enemy  north- 
ward from  South  Carolina  maybe  greater  during  the  fall,  winter,  and 
spring  than  most  people  iuiagine ;  when  in  the  course  of  a  campaign  or 
two  the  four  eastern  States  and  France  may  too  late  repent,  one  for 
supporting,  and  the  others  for  not  crushing  in  the  bud  the  dangerous 
and  alarmiugdesigns  that  began  to  appear  in  Philadelphia  and  Congress 
eighteen  months  ago.  If  it  is  expected  that  M.  Ternay  is  to  render  any 
effectual  service  to  America,  it  is  most  clear  to  me  that  he  ought  to 
winter  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  in  Virginia,  where,  with  very  great  ease,  he 
may  be  secure  against  a  very  superior  force,  and  prevent  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  for  enlarging  their  quarters  northward  from  Carolina. 
If  the  court  of  Versailles  should  approve  of  such  a  plan  orders  accord- 
ingly can  not  be  sent  out  too  soon  to  M.  Ternay;  and  if  the  squadron 
in  the  West  Indies  is  to  be  re  enforced  or  relieved,  that  should  be  done 
with  clean  and  fresh  ships  from  Europe.  From  this  you  will  perceive 
that  a  speedy  peace  is  not  in  my  view.  Indeed,  it  is  not.  I  know  the 
enemy  too  well ;  they  will  not  seriously  think  of  peace  (though  they 
will  never  cease  in  their  attempts  to  divide  and  disunite  the  parties, 
which  I  well  know  they  are  endeavoring  at  now)  while  they  have  the 
least  glimmering  of  hope  left,  unless  it  is  on  the  terms  of  America  again 
submitting  to  British  yoke  and  France  relinquishing  the  islands  she 
has  taken.  Such  a  peace,  I  presume,  will  never  take  place.  I  am  sure 
it  can  not  while  America  continues  united. 

It  is  said  that  young  Mr.  Laurens  was  gone  from  Carolina  to  Con- 
gress, and  as  Mr.  Laurens  the  elder  has  not  yet  arrived,  there  seems  to 
be  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  his  having  met  with  some  unhappy 
accident  at  sea. 
Adieu. 

W.  Lee. 


Lovell  to  Dumas.* 

Philadelphia,  July  10,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  know  not  how  I  can  profess  all  the  regard  which  I  feel  for 
you  without  appearing,  on  the  one  hand,  to  do  it  upon  slight  grounds, 
or,  on  the  other,  to  have  delayed  it  too  long. 

I  have  been  steadily  in  Congress,  without  once  visiting  my  family  in 
Boston,  since  January,  1777,  and  from  May,  that  year,  have  been  a 
member  of  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs ;  consequently,  I  am  well 
informed  of  your  truly  republican  spirit,  your  particular  affection  for 
these  States,  and  your  industry  in  their  service,  most  of  your  numerous 
letters,  down  to  December  30,  1779,  having  come  to  hand. 

The  honorable  gentleman  who  will  deliver  this,  being  also  a  member 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  309. 
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of  Congress,  has  a  just  esteem  for  yon,  and  promises  himself  much  ad- 
vantage from  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  you.  Mr.  Searle  is 
well  able  to  make  a  due  return  of  the  beaeflts  from  the  fund  of  his  inti- 
macy with  American  state  affairs,  his  extensive  commercial  knowledge, 
and  his  science  of  mankind,  gained  by  former  travels. 

I  shall  shortly  write  to  you  again  by  another  respectable  gentleman 
of  our  assembly,  and  I  will  use  every  means  to  make  him  the  bearer  of 
what  you  have  so  rightfully  solicited,  as  a  faithful  first  correspondent 
of  our  committee,  from  whom  you  will,  probably,  have  regular  ofiQcial 
letters  under  a  new  arrangement  of  a  secretaryship,  which  has  been 
vacant  from  the  days  of  a  confusion  excited  by  an  indiscreet  and  illib- 
eral publication  here  on  the  5th  of  December,  1778,  and  which  you  have 
read  with  grief. 

In  the  mean  time  I  hope  you  will  receive  kindly  this  individual  testi- 
mony of  cordial  friendship,  from,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

JAilES   LOVELL. 


Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Madrid,  July  10,  1780. 

Sir  :  As  a  late  and  particular  letter  from  me  to  your  excellency  is 
now  on  the  way  to  America,  and  as  I  purpose  to  write  again  very  fully 
by  the  successor  of  M.  Miralles,  I  decline  saying  much  in  this  letter, 
which  I  shall  send  by  a  circuitous  and  hazardous  route. 

1  have  accepted  bills  to  the  amount  of  between  eleven  and  twelve 
thousand  dollars.  They  arrive  slowly  and  I  am  very  glad  of  it.  No 
news  of  Mr.  Laurens ;  I  regret  his  absence.  I  hope  the  terms  for  the 
sale  of  the  bills  on  me  will  not  be  lowered.  Remittances  have  really 
become  necessary.  Distressed  American  seamen  cost  a  good  deal. 
The  house  of  Le  Oouteulx  have  advanced  money  for  them  at  Cadiz. 
[I  received  their  account  this  morning.  Copy  of  this  letter  and  account 
are  enclo  sed.Jt 

I  had  yesterday  an  application  from  the  director  of  a  hospital  at  St. 
Andeira,  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  I  would  be  responsible  for  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  receiving  and  curing  a  New  England  master  of  a 
vessel, who  had  escaped  from  captivity  penniless,  having  one  of  his  legs 
so  injured  by  iron  fetters  as  to  be  in  danger  of  losing  it.  These  are 
calls  of  humanity'.  I  entreat  Congress  to  enable  me  to  obey  them,  and 
to  establish  specific  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  these  affairs. 

The  surrender  of  Charleston  is  the  subject  of  much  speculation  and 
many  unfavorable  conjectures.    I  have  received  no  public  letters  since 

*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  4  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  212,  with  verl>al  change.s  and  omis- 
sions. 

t  Passage  in  brackets  oiuitted  in  Sparks'  ed. 
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I  left  America,  except  one  from  the  committee,  enclosing  the  resolutions 
for  drawing  bills  on  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Jay. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.* 

PASSY,  Juhj  10,  1780. 

Sir:  I  received  the  letter  your  excellency  did  me  tlie  honor  of  writ- 
ing to  me,  dated  June  30,  together  with  the  pajiers  accompanying  it, 
containing  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Adams.t  1  have  talien  some 
pains  to  understand  the  subject  and  obtain  information  of  facts  from 
persons  recently  arrived,  having  received  no  letters  myself  that  ex- 
plain it.  I  can  not  say  that  I  yet  perfectly  understand  it;  but  in  this  I 
am  clear,  that  if  the  operation  directed  by  Congress  in  their  resolution 
of  March  the  18th  occasions,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  some  ine- 
quality of  justice,  that  inconvenience  ought  to  fall  wholly  on  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  States,  who  reap  with  itthe  advantages  obtained  by  the 
measure;  and  that  the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  that  foreign  mer- 
chants, particularly  the  French,  who  are  our  creditors,  do  not  suffer  by 
it.  This  I  am  so  confident  the  Congress  will  do,  that  I  do  not  think 
any  representations  of  mine  necessary  to  persuade  them  to  it. 

I  shall  not  fail,  however,  to  lay  the  whole  before  them;  and  I  beg 
that  the  king  may  be  assured  that  their  sentiments,  and  those  of  the 
Americans  in  general,  with  regard  to  the  alliance,  as  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  them,  not  only  from  private  letters  but  from  authentic 
public  facts,  differ  widely  from  those  that  seem  to  be  expressed  by  Mr. 
Adams  in  his  letter  to  your  excellency,  and  are  tilled  with  the  strongest 
expressions  of  the  friendship  of  France,  of  the  generous  manner  in 
which  his  majesty  was  pleased  to  enter  into  an  equal  treaty  with  us, 
and  of  the  great  obligations  our  country  is  under  for  the  important  aids 
he  has  since  afforded  us.J 

B.  Franklin. 

*  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  177;  8  Sparks'  479 ;  Franklin,  7  Bigelow's  Franklin.  10-2. 

t  See  Vergennes  to  Franklin,  June  80,  1780,  supra. 

t  Adams'  letter  to  Vergennes  of  June  22, 1780,  given  supra,  while  it  takes  untenable 
ground  as  to  the  standard  by  which  government  debts  are  to  be  paid,  only  by  impli- 
cation shows  unfrieudly  feeling  to  France.  Kut  Vergennes  understood  it  as  maintain- 
ing unjust  discrimination  against  Franco,  and  from  this  came  his  letter  to  FrankHn 
and  to  Adams,  each  of  June  30,  above  given.  To  that  to  Franklin  the  letter  in  the 
text  is  a  reply. 
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Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Afifairs,  to  Dohrman." 

Philadelphia,  July  11,  1780. 

Sir  :  Mr.  George  Anderson,  of  Virginia,  having  informed  us  of  the 
humane  and  benevolent  attention  uniformly  given  by  you  to  the  citizens 
of  these  States  who  have  been  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  captivated  at 
sea  and  carried  into  the  ports  of  Portugal,  we  represented  the  same  to 
Congress,  to  whom  it  gave  much  pleasure  to  know  that  those  men  had 
found  a  patron  and  friend  disposed  to  alleviate  their  distresses. 

The  enclosed  resolve  constitutes  you  an  agent  of  Congress,  and  you 
will  from  time  to  time  receive  powers  and  instructions  from  that  body 
through  this  committee.  At  present,  we  need  only  say  in  general  that 
the  affairs  of  the  citizens  of  America  applying  for  relief  in  captivity  are 
committed  to  your  discretion,  and  your  countenance  and  advice  in  mat- 
ters of  business  are  solicited  for  others. 

We  wish  to  learn  from  you  in  what  manner  you  would  be  repaid,  trust- 
ing that,  though  the  war  in  which  this  republic  is  engaged  oppresses 
it  with  expense,  and  calls  now  for  all  its  resources,  you  will  by  no  means 
fail  in  the  end  of  compensation. 

You  must  be  governed  in  your  advances  on  account  of  these  United 
States  more  by  that  economy  which  their  circumstances  make  essen- 
tial than  by  the  liberality  of  your  own  habits,  which  American  subjects 
in  distress  will  probably  but  too  often  stimulate.  You  ought  to  know 
that  Dr.  Franklin  and  others  who  have  advanced  moneys  to  Amer- 
icans under  the  misfortune  of  captivity  have  transmitted  receipts  reg- 
ularly, so  that  due  charges  may  be  made  against  those  who  are  in  public 
service,  and  repayment  may  be  had  of  those  who  are  in  condition  to  make 
it  while  in  private  employ. 

You  will  correspond  with  our  ministers  and  agents  in  France,  Spain, 
and  Holland  whenever  you  may  thereby  promote  the  interests  of  these 
United  States,  for  which  you  have  manifested  already  so  much  regard. 
We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

James  Lovell. 
William  C.  HousTON.t 


Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Franklin.* 

PHiLADELPniA,  July  11,  1780. 

Sir:  We  are  to  communicate   to  you  that  Congress   entertain    a 

favorable  sense  of  the  attention  and  services  of  Mons.  de  Chezaulx,  his 

most  Christian  majesty's  consul  at  the  port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  in 

the  late  aftair  of  the  prizes  sent  in  there  by  the  squadron  commanded 

*MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  2  Sparks'  Dh).  Rev.  Corr.,  112. 
t  Mr.  Dohrman  was  a  uierchaut  at  Lisbon,  Portugal. 
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by  Cai)tain  Jones,  and  we  beg  you  will  present,  througli  the  proper 
channel  the  acknowledgment  to  be  made  for  the  polite  respect  shown 
to  the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  these  States. 
We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 

James  Lovell. 
W.  0.  Houston. 


Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Franklin.* 

Philadelphia,  July  11th,  1780. 
Sir  :  Congress  having  appointed  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens  to 
solicit  a  loan  of  money  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Low  Countries,  in 
order  to  facilitate  his  success  the  enclosed  resolution  has  been  passed. 
We  need  say  nothing  to  explain  or  urge  it,  except  that  it  is  thought  a 
mark  of  attention  and  confidence  due  to  those  powers  named  in  it  that 
their  interest,  if  the  state  of  politics  inclines  them  to  exert  it,  will  have 
a  good  effect;  and  that  the  want  of  money  makes  this  loan  a  very  capi- 
tal object  to  the  United  States.  You  will,  we  are  sure,  give  Mr.  Lau- 
rens every  assistance  in  your  power,  and  solicit  the  countenance  of  the 
court  where  you  reside  to  forward  his  negotiations. 

Until  Mr.  Laurens  shall  arrive  Mr.  Adams  is  commissioned  and  em- 
powered to  undertake  that  business,  and  in  case  of  his  disability  Mr. 
Dana  is  in  like  manner  commissioned  and  empowered. 
We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

James  Loyell. 
W.  C.  Houston. 


Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Franklin,  t 

Philadelphia,  July  11, 1780. 
Sir  :  After  the  repeated  remonstrances  which  you  have  made  to  Con- 
gress on  the  subject  of  bills  of  exchange,  the  enclosed  resolution,  we  are 
well  aware,  will  need  an  apology.  We  regret  that  you  should  have  so 
much  trouble  and  be  put  to  so  many  expedients  in  matters  of  this  kind, 
well  knowing  how  delicate  a  point  it  is  to  solicit  further  advances  after 
so  many  have  already  been  made.  Congress,  attending  to  your  letters 
and  representations,  have  taken  this  step  with  reluctance ;  but  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  when  not  only  the  preparations  for  a  vigorous  campaign  call 
for  large  expenditures,  but  the  expectation  of  a  co-operating  force  makes 
great  additions  necessary,  has  induced  them  to  risk  the  sum  mentioned. 

*'2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  Ill,  with  verbal  changes. 
t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State ;  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  111. 
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The  bills  will  not  be  drawn  faster  tlian  indispensable  exig:encies  may 
require,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  mode  of  commanding  cash  will 
not  be  again  resorted  to. 
We  are,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 
VV.  C.  Houston. 


Lovell  and  Houston,  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  to  J.  Adams.* 

Philadelphia,  July  11,  1780. 
The  enclosed  resolutions  and  commission  will  explain  themselves  ;  t 
and  we  have  only  to  add  a  request  that,  in  the  event  of  your  not  being 
able  to  undertake  the  business  to  which  they  point,  you  will  furnish  Mr. 
Dana  with  the  papers,  as  we  have  not  time  to  make  out  or  procure  other 
copies  for  him. 

We  are,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 

William  Churchill  Houston. 


Lovell   to  Jay.t 

July  11,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  By  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Gardoqui  «&  Sons,  of  May  3, 
received  yesterday,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knovsingyou  were  then  well. 
In  a  postscript  to  me  of  his  former  of  February  24,  the  P.  S.  not 
dated,  he  says  he  hears  of  you  every  weeJc.  This  creates  a  chagrin,  as 
we  have  none  of  your  favors  later  than  March  3.  You  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  I  dare  to  complain;  I  have  read  ray  Bible  to  better  purpose. 
I  am  not  entitled  to  throw  the  "  first  stone,''  but  I  have  as  good  a  title 
as  anybody  to  palliate  my  own  faults,  and  to  shift  them  upon  others. 
There  is  said  to  be  a  committee  of  foreign  affairs;  each  member  is 
loaded  with  a  variety  of  business  5  two  have  amiable  wives  near  Phil- 
adelphia ;  I  miss  the  gentlemen,  therefore,  frequently.  Mr.  Livingston 
is  now  absent,  but  you  have  herewith  a  letter  he  sent  to  my  care  a 
few  days  ago.  The  weather  is  murderous  hot,  and  I  can  not  go  up 
and  down  to  the  offices  in  search  of  those  authenticated  papers,  which 
ought  to  be  regularly  forwarded  to  you  and  dignified  officers  abroad. 
You  will  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  know  from  me  individually,  and  by 
way  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  June  21,  certified  by  me,  that  Mr. 
Dohrmau,  of  Lisbon,  is  appointed  our  agent  in  Portugal. 


*7  J.  Adams'  Works,  217. 

t  The  resolutions  and  commission  authorizing  Mr.  Adams  to  execute  the  duties 
assigned  to  Mr.  Laurens  in  Holland  are  to  be  found  at  large  in  the  secret  journals  of 
Congress,  vol.  2,  pp.  314-317.— Note  to  7  J.  Adams'  Works. 

\  2  .Jay's  Life,  56. 
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Mr.  Searle  is  the  bearer  of  thit",  via  France,  and  Mr.  Laurens  will 
either  go  for  Holland  in  the  same  ship,  the  Jay,  or  will  sail  in  a  few 
days  by  another  opportunity  for  Holland.  The  former  gentleman  is  on 
business  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps  for  some  mercan- 
tile companies  also.  You  already  know  Mr.  Laurens  is  to  negotiate  a 
loan.  Indeed,  an  instruction  was  given  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a. 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these  States  at  Ver- 
sailles and  Madrid,  directing  them  to  inform  his  most  Christian  and 
Catholic  majesty  of  the  ai)pointmeut  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  to  solicit  the 
aid  of  their  majesties  respectively  on  this  occasion. 
I  am,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 


Lovell  and  Houston  to  J.  Adams.  * 

In  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs,  July  V2,  1780. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  description  of  the  bills  of  exchange  con- 
cerning which  we  have  written  you.  The  secret  checks  accompany  it. 
They  are  just  furnished  us  by  the  treasury  board,  and  we  are  sorry  that 
the  paper  is  so  indifferent,  but  hope  it  will  answer  the  purpose  of  in- 
formation. We  are  assured  the  copy  is  exact.  It  is,  however,  necessary 
to  observe  that,  unless  the  impression  of  the  bills  is  very  tine  and  clean, 
it  will  be  very  difhcult  to  discover  the  whole  of  the  secret  checks  per- 
fectly. 

We  are,  sir,  etc., 

James  Lovell. 

William  Churchill  Houston. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  July  13,  1780. 

Sir  :  By  the  treaty  of  alliance  of  the  6th  of  February,  1778,  his  njaj- 
esty  and  the  United  States  agreed,  in  case  of  war,  to  join  their  councils 
and  efibrts  against  the  enterprises  of  the  common  enemy;  to  make  it  a 
common  cause  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  offices,  their 
councils,  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  conjunctures; 
and  each  of  the  contracting  parties  in  the  manner  it  may  judge  most 
proper  is  to  make  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  against  the  common  enemy. 

I  have  cited  these  clauses  from  the  treaty  not  as  foundations  of  any 


*  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  218. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  178,  with  verbal  changes;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  218. 

To  this  letter  Vergennes  replied  July  20,  1780  (see  infra),  showing  the  naval  efforts 
France  was  then  making,  and  the  answer  those  efforts  gave  to  the  discontents  of 
which  Adams  spoke. 
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demand  that  I  have  to  make,  because  they  are  neither  proper  to  support 
any  demand,  nor  have  I  authority  to  make  any  if  they  were,  but  as  an 
apology  for  the  liberty  I  take  of  requesting  your  excellency's  attention 
to  a  few  observations  upon  the  present  conjuncture  of  aftairs. 

It  is  certain,  from  the  best  intelligence  from  London,  as  well  as  from 
the  debates  in  Parliament  on  the  several  motions  which  have  been  made 
for  a  pacification,  that  the  British  ministry  are  inflexibly  determined  to 
pursue  the  war  another  cami.aign  in  America,  to  send  more  troops  and 
ships  there  if  they  possibly  can  obtain  them,  and  to  put  to  the  hazard 
not  only  the  national  credit,  but  their  maritime  power,  and  even  their 
political  existence,  rather  than  give  up  their  designs  of  domination  over 
America;  and  indeed  this  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  min- 
isters and  the  nation  who  have  so  far  lost  their  justice,  their  humanity, 
and  policy  as  to  deliberately  form  and  pursue  the  plan  of  changing 
the  foundations  of  the  laws  and  government  of  thirteen  Colonies  and 
reducing  them  to  slavery,  and  who  have  pursued  their  object  with  such 
sanguinary  fury  for  so  many  years,  should  persist  so  as  to  bury  them- 
selves in  the  ruins  of  their  empire  rather  than  to  fail  of  their  purpose, 
when  it  is  plain  they  consider  the  same  ruin  m  the  independence  of 
America  and  her  connections  with  France. 

The  conduct  of  Count  de  Guicheu  on  the  17th  of  April  and  on  the 
15th  and  19th  of  May  in  the  West  Indies  does  great  honor  to  the 
national  bravery  as  well  as  their  science  in  naval  tactics,  and  shows  that 
there  is  no  cause  to  fear  that  the  enemy  will  obtain  any  advantage  there. 
Yet  nothing  has  yet  been  done  on  either  side  that  seems  decisive. 

The  advantages  which  Spain  has  gained  in  West  Florida,  and  partic- 
ularly of  late  at  Mobile,  and  the  probability  that  they  will  succeed  in 
acquiring  both  the  Floridas,  show  that  the  English  are  on  the  losing 
hand  in  that  quarter ;  but  it  is  not  the  loss  of  both  the  Floridas  nor  of 
all  the  West  India  islands,  in  my  opinion,  that  will  induce  them  to 
make  peace,  and  acknowledge  the  independence  of  America  in  alliance 
with  France.  They  will  see  every  possession  they  have  beyond  their 
island  lopped  ofl",  one  after  another,  before  they  will  do  this. 

I  presume  not  to  know  to  what  part  of  America  M.  de  Ternay  and  M. 
de  Rochambeau  are  destined,  but  to  whatever  part  it  is,  whether  Can- 
ada, Nova  Scotia,  New  York,  Carolina,  or  Georgia,  I  have  no  hopes  of 
anything  decisive  from  their  operations,  although  they  should  be 
instructed  to  co-operate  with  General  Washington.  If  they  should  be 
destined  against'Canada  or  Nova  Scotia  they  may  succeed;  but  this 
success  will  not  be  decisive.  If  they  are  intended  against  New  York, 
I  have  no  hopes  of  their  success.  The  naval  force  is  not  sufl&cient  to 
command  the  seas;  Admiral  Graves  added  to  the  ships  before  at  New 
York  will  be  superior;  and  I  shall  venture  to  give  my  opinion  that 
without  a  superiority  of  naval  force  New  York  will  never  be  taken.  It 
is  so  situated,  so  fortified,  it  is  garrisoned  with  troops  so  accustomed  to 
war,  and  so  embittered  and  inflamed  by  cruel  passions,,  carefully  nursed 
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up  intlieir  breasts  by  their  king  aud  their  generals,  aud  it  is  universally 
regarded  by  them  a  port  of  such  essential  importance,  that  I  confess  1 
should  despair  of  success  against  it  with  an  army  twice  as  numerous 
as  that  of  the  Generals  Washington  and  Rochambeau  united  while  the 
English  are  masters  of  the  seas,  or  even  while  they  have  there  an 
equality  of  naval  power. 

Most  people  in  Europe  have  wondered  at  the  inactivity  of  the  Amer- 
ican army  for  these  two  years  past;  but  it  is  merely  from  want  of  knowl- 
edge or  attention.  The  true  cause  of  it  is  the  English  have  confined 
themselves  to  their  strongholds  in  seaport  towns,  aud  have  been  shel- 
tered from  all  attacks  and  insults  there  by  the  guns  of  their  men-of-war, 
and  forever  will  be  so  while  they  have  the  superiority  of  the  sea.  If 
our  army  had  been  three  times  as  numerous  as  it  was  it  must  have 
remained  inactive  without  a  fleet  to  co  operate  with  it;  for  an  attack 
upon  New  York  without  a  fleet  would  have  been  only  sacrificing  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  brave  men  without  a  possibility  of  succeeding. 

Had  the  English  two  years  ago  marched  into  the  country  from  Phil- 
adelphia instead  of  retreating  back  with  precipitation  to  New  York 
Europe  would  have  heard  more  of  the  exertions  of  the  American  army— 
so  much  more,  that  in  my  opinion  you  would  have  heard  of  their  total 
destruction.  As  it  was,  they  were  closely  pursued,  attacked,  and  if 
not  beaten,  yet  they  had  much  the  worst  of  the  action,  for  besides  their 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  in  those  who  perished  under  the 
fatigue  aud  heat  of  the  day,  not  less  than  five  hundred  deserted  from 
them,  and  their  desertions  would  have  been  multiplied  in  every  unsuc- 
cessful engagement  within  the  country. 

If  the  last  year  the  enemy  had  marched  out  into  the  country  instead 
of  remaining  under  cover  of  their  men-of-war  I  am  equally  clear  that 
they  would  have  been  ruined.  The  English  ever  since  the  alliance 
have  been  fearfully  apprehensive  of  an  attack  upon  their  strongholds 
upon  the  seacoasts  by  the  French.  This  it  was  induced  them  to  re- 
treat from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  and  this  has  kept  tliem  almost 
wholly  confined  to  that  garrison  the  last  year.  I  mention  this  merely 
to  wipe  off  the  imputation  said  to  result  from  the  inactivity  of  our 
army  since  the  alliance,  by  showing  the  true  cause  of  it,  that  it  pro- 
ceeds not  from  any  change  of  sentiments  in  the  Americans,  but  from 
the  change  of  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  war  on  the  part  of  our  ene- 
mies. 

I  am,  however,  clearly  of  opinion,  and  I  know  it  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  America,  that  the  English,  both  in  North  America  aud  in  the 
West  India  islands,  have  been  for  these  two  years  past  absolutely  in 
the  power  of  their  enemies,  and  they  are  so  now,  and  will  continue  to 
be  so  in  such  a  degree  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  but  attention  to 
their  situation  and  a  judicious  application  of  the  forces  of  the  allies  to 
accomplish  the  entire  reduction  of  their  power  in  America.  In  order 
to  show  this  let  me  beg  your  excellency's  attention  to  a  few  remarks 
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upon  the  situation  of  the  English  and  upon  the  method  of  applying 
the  forces  of  the  allies  so  as  to  reduce  them. 

The  English  are  in  possession  of  Canada,  a  province  vastly  exten- 
sive, and  in  which  there  are  a  great  number  of  posts  at  a  great  distance 
from  each  other,  necessary  to  be  maintained  among  a  people,  too,  who 
are  by  no  means  attached  to  them,  but  who  would  readily  afford  all 
the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  united  forces  of  France  and  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  would  join  them  in  considerable  numbers.  In 
this  whole  province  the  English  have  not,  comprehending  the  garrisons 
of  all  their  posts,  more  than  four  thousand  men. 

The  English  are  in  possession  of  IS^ova  Scotia ;  they  have  in  Halifax 
and  the  other  posts  of  the  province  and  at  Penobscot  about  three 
thousand  men.  But  the  people  of  this  province,  being  descendants  and 
emigrants  from  New  England  chiefly,  are  discontented  with  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  and  desirous  of  joining  the  United  States.  They  are 
in  possession  of  New  York  Island,  Long  Island,  and  Staten  Island, 

where  they  have  in  all  of  regular  troops  perhaps  — thousand  men. 

The  militia,  volunteers,  etc.,  of  whom  they  make  such  an  ostentatious 
display  in  the  despatches  of  their  generals  and  in  the  gazettes  of  St. 
James  are  of  very  little  consideration  ;  their  numbers  are  much  exag- 
gerated ;  it  is  force  and  fear  and  policy  that  enrol  the  greater  part  of 
them  ;  there  are  perhaps  fifteen  thousand  inhabitants  of  the  city.  These, 
together  with  the  army  and  navy,  are  fed  and  supplied  with  provisions 
and  stores  and  fuel,  and  their  cattle  and  horses  with  forage,  brought 
by  sea  from  Quebec,  Halifax,  Ireland,  and  the  West  India  islands, 
except  the  small  quantity  which  they  draw  from  Long  Island  and 
Staten  Island. 

They  are  now  in  possession  of  Charlestowu,  in  South  Carolina,  and 
Savannah,  in  Georgia.  Their  armies  and  navies  in  these  places,  as 
well  as  the  inhabitants,  must  be  chiefly  supplied  by  sea  in  the  same 
manner.  They  are  still  perhaps  in  possession  of  St.  Augustine,  in  East 
Florida,  and  Pensacola,  in  the  West.  From  these  places  they  have 
drawn  of  late  years  great  supplies  of  lumber  and  provisions  for  their 
West  India  islands.     The  number  of  troops  in  Georgia  and  Carolina 

may  amount  to thousand.     They  are  in  possession  of  Jamaica, 

Barbadoes,  Antigua,  St.  Christopher's,  and  St.  Lucia,  and  of  other 
islands.  These  draw  supplies  of  provisions  and  lumber,  etc.,  from 
Quebec,  Halifax,  Pensacola,  and  Augustine— that  is,  from  the  Floridas. 
The  number  of  troops  they  have  in  each  island  I  am  not  able  to  ascer- 
tain ;  but  certainly  they  are  not  strong  in  any  of  them  ;  and  the  climate 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  Georgia  and  Carolina  is  making  a  rapid 
consumption  of  their  men. 

From  this  sketch  it  will  be  easily  seen  what  a  great  number  of  posts 
they  have  to  sustain;  how  these  are  mutually  connected  with  and  de- 
pendent on  each  other,  and  that  their  existence  in  all  of  them  depends 
upon  their  superiority  at  sea,  and  that  to  carry  on  the  intercourse  and 
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communication  between  these  various  places  a  vast  number  of  trans- 
ports, provision  vessels,  and  merchant  ships  are  necessary.  This  is  so 
much  the  fact  that  the  English  nation  has  now  little  navigation  left 
but  what  is  employed  in  maintaining  the  communication  of  these  places 
with  one  another  and  with  Europe.  Here,  then,  it  is  that  the  English 
commerce  and  navy  are  vulnerable ;  and  this  it  is  which  clearly  points 
out  to  their  enemies  the  only  sure  and  certain  way  of  reducing  their 
power  in  that  quarter  of  the  world ;  and  if  it  is  reduced  there,  it  is 
brought  into  a  narrow  compass  everywhere. 

The  policy  and  necessity  of  keeping  always  a  superior  fleet  both  in 
the  West  India  islands  and  on  the  coast  of  the  continent  of  North 
America  is  from  ail  this  very  obvious.  The  English  are  so  sensible  of 
this,  that  they  dread  it  as  the  greatest  evil  that  can  befall  them.  The 
appearance  of  the  Count  d'Estaiug  upon  the  coast  of  North  America 
never  failed  to  throw  the  English  into  the  utmost  terror  and  consterna- 
tion. 

The  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  upon  our  coasts  has  repeatedly  com- 
pelled, and  ever  must  compel,  the  English  to  call  oft'  from  their  cruises 
all  their  frigates  and  other  shii)S,  and  to  assemble  them  at  New  York 
for  their  security  and  the  defense  of  that  place.  These  are  among  the 
happy  efl'ects  of  such  a  measure.  The  communication  of  the  United 
States  not  only  with  each  other,  but  with  the  West  Indies,  with  France, 
and  all  other  parts  of  Europe  with  which  they  have  any  concern,  is  imme- 
diately opened,  and  they  are  thereby  easily  furnished  in  all  parts  with 
everything  fitting  and  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  greatest 
vigor.  His  majesty's  fleets  and  armies  will  be  amply  and  much  more 
cheaply  supplied,  and  his  subjects  will  reap,  in  common  with  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States,  the  benefits  of  this  free  commerce.  It  will 
give  free  sea  room  to  the  few  frigates  belonging  to  Congress  and  the 
several  States  to  cruise  for  the  merchant  ships,  provision  vessels,  and 
transports  of  the  enemy.  It  gives  opportunity  also  to  the  privateers  to 
do  the  same.  There  are  at  this  day,  notwithstanding  the  dreadful  sac- 
rifices made  at  Charlestown  and  Penobscot,  the  Continental  frig- 
ates, the  Confederacy,  which  is  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  the  Alliance, 
which  will  soon  be  there,  the  Trumbull,  the  Deane,  the  Bourbon,  and 
also  a  ship  of  fifty  six  guns  which  is  nearly  ready  for  sea.  The  State  of 
Massachusetts  has  two  frigates  and  several  smaller  vessels.  There  are, 
besides  these,  now  in  being,  belonging  to  Newburyport,  Beverly,  Salem, 
Marblehead,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  and  Rhode  Island,  about  forty  priva- 
teers.   There  are  several  belonging  to  Philadelphia. 

If  a  French  fleet  should  constantly  remain  on  that  coast,  the  number 
of  these  privateers  would  be  doubled  in  a  very  few  months.  What 
havoc,  then,  must  these  armed  vessels  make,  especially  if  a  few  French 
frigates  should  be  also  ordered  to  cruise  for  prizes  among  the  provision 
vessels,  merchant  ships,  and  transports,  passing  and  repassing  to  and 
from  America  and  the  West  Indies  to  Europe,  and  to  and  from  Amer- 
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ica  and  the  West  Indies,  and  to  and  from  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  New 
York,  Charlestowu,  Savannah,  and  the  Floridas.  Such  depredations 
have  several  times  been  made  by  our  cruisers  alone  as  to  reduce  the 
English  at  New  York  to  very  great  distress,  and  it  would  be  very  easy 
to  reduce  them  in  this  way  to  such  misery  as  to  oblige  them  to  surren- 
der at  discretion. 

I  therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration 
■whether  there  is  any  possible  way  that  a  marine  force  can  be  employed 
against  the  English  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  France  and  the  dis- 
advantage of  England  as  in  this  way,  and  whether  npon  the  principles 
of  French  interest  and  policy  alone,  even  without  taking  into  consider- 
ation that  of  the  United  States,  a  fleet  ought  not  to  be  constantly  kept 
in  North  America.  The  advantages  they  will  there  have  in  artists, 
supplies,  accommodations,  etc.,  above  the  English  are  obvious. 

But  the  question  will  arise,  where  shall  they  winter^  I  answer,  they 
can  winter  with  perfect  security  and  advantage  either  at  Boston,  Rhode 
Island,  Delaware,  or  Chesapeake  Bay. 

Another  question  will  arise,  whether  they  should  all  winter  together 
in  one  port  or  be  separated  to  several  ports  ?  I  apprehend,  however, 
that  it  would  be  most  prudent  to  leave  to  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  squadron  to  keep  the  squadron  together  or  to 
detach  parts  of  it,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  advising 
with  Congress  or  witli  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  from  time  to  time. 
Two  ships  of  the  line,  with  three  frigates,  stationed  at  Boston,  with 
orders  to  cruise  occasionally  for  the  protection  of  French  and  American 
trade  and  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  the  same  number  at  Rhode  Is- 
land with  the  same  orders,  the  same  number  at  Delaware  River  with 
similar  orders,  and  a  like  number  in  Chesapeake  Bay  with  like  orders, 
which  would  make  eight  ships  of  the  line  and  twelve  frigates,  T  have  a 
moral  certainty  would  in  one  year  reduce  the  power  of  the  English  in 
North  America  to  absolute  annihilation  without  striking  a  blow  on 
land.  These  ships  would  make  a  diversion  of  an  equal  force  of  the 
English  from  the  West  India  Islands,  so  that  they  would  be  in  that 
respect  as  usefully  employed  for  his  majesty  there  as  any\^here.  Eight 
ships  of  the  line  and  twelve  frigates  stationed  together  at  Rhode  Island 
with  orders  to  cruise  for  the  same  purposes  would  do  the  same  thing. 

Which  plan  would  be  the  best  I  dare  not  undertake  to  say,  but  until 
further  informed  and  instructed  by  Congress  I  should  think,  however, 
that  the  best  plan  would  be  to  station  the  fleet  for  the  winter  either  in 
Delaware  or  Chesapeake  Bay ;  and  as  the  war  has  lately  turned  to  the 
southward  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  Chesapeake  Bay  would  be  the 
most  proper. 

But  in  all  events,  I  beg  leave  to  entreat  in  the  most  earnest  manner 
that  a  powerful  fleet  may  be  ordered  to  winter  somewhere  in  North 
America.  By  this  means  I  think  there  is  a  moral  certainty  the  Englisl 
will  be  ruined  there,  whereas  if  dependence  is  had  upon  the  assauli 
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and  attack  of  their  strongholds  without  the  most  absolute  command  of 
the  sea  I  fear  it  will  end  in  disappointment  and  disgrace. 

There  is  the  more  urgent  reason  for  laying  these  cousiderations  be- 
fore your  excellency,  because  there  is  a  portion  of  the  people  in  America 
who  wish  to  return  to  the  domination  of  Great  Britain,  many  of  whom 
are  sensible  and  artful  men.  They  take  notice  of  every  circumstance 
of  the  conduct  of  France,  and  represent  it  in  such  a  light  as  they 
think  will  throw  a  prejudice  against  the  alliance  into  the  minds  of 
the  people.  They  represent  the  affair  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  Savan- 
nah and  of  some  other  things  as  proofs  that  the  court  of  France  do 
not  mean  to  give  any  effectual  aid  to  America,  but  only  to  play  off  her 
strength  against  that  of  Britain  and  thus  exhaust  both.  The  refugees 
in  England  concur  with  them  in  these  representations,  and  the  min- 
istry and  the  members  of  Parliament  in  their  public  speeches  represent 
the  same  thing. 

Even  Mr.  Hartley,  who  is  more  for  peace  than  any  man  in  that  king- 
dom, in  a  printed  letter  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York,  says: 
"It  is  our  duty  to  unravel  by  negotiation  the  combination  of  powers 
now  acting  against  us ; "  and  he  says  further,  in  express  words,  that 
"it  is  apparent  to  all  the  world  that  France  might  long  ago  have  put 
an  end  to  that  part  of  the  war  which  has  been  most  distressing  to 
America  if  they  had  chosen  so  to  do."  He  must  mean  here  the  war 
of  their  frigates  and  privateers  upon  our  trade.  "Let  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  France  be  considered,"  says  he,  "  from  the  beginning  down  to 
the  late  retreat  from  Savannah,  and  I  think  it  is  impossible  to  put  any 
other  construction  upon  it  but  this,  viz.,  that  it  has  always  been  the 
deliberate  intention  and  object  of  France,  for  purposes  of  their  own,  to 
encourage  the  continuation  of  the  war  in  America  in  hopes  of  exhaust- 
ing the  strength  and  resources  of  this  country  and  of  depressing  the 
rising  power  of  America."  This  is  not  only  the  language  of  Mr.  Hart- 
ley, but  the  general  language  of  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  and,  I  am 
well  informed,  of  conversation  in  England.  These  are  very  industri- 
ously sent  to  America  through  various  channels,  which  can  not  be 
stopped  by  laws,  art,  or  power. 

The  body  of  the  people  have  great  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of 
France ;  but  if  these  contrary  opinions  should  be  suifered  to  gain 
ground,  as  they  mo?t  assuredly  will  if  something  is  not  done  to  pre- 
vent it,  when  all  the  world  sees  and  declares  as  they  do  that  it  is  the 
best  policy  of  France,  if  she  considered  her  own  interest  alone  in  the 
conduct  of  the  war,  to  keep  a  superior  naval  force  upon  the  coasts  of 
the  continent  of  North  America,  I  leave  your  excellency  to  judge  what 
a  melancholy  effect  it  will  have  upon  our  affairs.  There  is  no  event,  in 
my  opinion,  which  would  have  so  direct  a  tendency  to  give  force  and 
extent  to  opinions  so  dangerous  to  both  nations  as  the  calling  off"  from 
the  continent  your  naval  force  during  the  winter  and  not  keeping  a 
superiority  there  through  the  year.    I  scruple  not  to  give  it  as  my 
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opinion  that  it  will  disunite,  weaken,  and  distress  us  more  than  we 
should  have  been  disunited,  weakened,  or  distressed  if  the  alliance  had 
never  been  made. 

The  United  States  of  America  are  a  great  and  powerful  people,  what- 
ever European  statesmen  may  think  of  them.  If  we  take  into  our  esti- 
mate the  numbers  and  the  character  of  her  people,  the  extent,  variety, 
and  fertility  of  her  soil,  her  commerce  and  her  skill  and  materials  for 
shipbuilding,  and  her  seamen,  excepting  France,  Spain,  England,  the 
Emperor,  and  Russia,  there  is  not  a  State  in  Europe  so  powerful. 
Breaking  oft"  such  a  nation  as  this  from  the  English  so  snddeidy  and 
uniting  it  so  closely  with  France  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
events  that  ever  happened  among  mankind.  The  prejudices  of  nations 
in  favor  of  themselves  and  against  all  other  nations,  which  spring  from 
self-love,  and  are  often  nurtured  by  policy  for  unworthy  purposes,  and 
which  have  been  ever  certainly  cultivated  by  the  English  with  the 
utmost  care  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans,  as  well  as  of  the  people  of 
every  other  part  of  their  dominions,  certainly  deserve  the  attention  of 
the  wisest  statesmen ;  and  as  they  are  not  to  be  eradicated  in  a  mo- 
ment, they  require  to  be  managed  with  some  delicacy. 

It  is  too  often  said  in  France  (where  the  prejudice  against  the  English 
has  not  been  foslered  with  so  much  rancor  because  France  never  had  so 
ujuch  to  fear  from  England  as  England  had  from  France)  that  "the 
Americans  and  the  English  are  the  same  thing,"  not  to  make  it  appear 
that  there  are  some  remnants  of  prejudices  against  the  Americans 
among  the  French,  and  it  must  be  confessed  there  are  some  in  America 
against  France.  It  is  really  astonishing,  however,  that  there  are  so 
few  ;  and  it  is  the  interest  and  duty  of  both  to  lessen  them  as  fast  as 
possible,  and  to  avoid,  with  the  nicest  care,  every  colorable  cause  of 
reviving  any  part  of  them. 

I  beg  your  excellency  to  excuse  this  trouble,  because  the  state  of 
things  in  America  has  really  become  alarming,  and  this  merely  for  the 
want  of  a  few  French  men-of-war  upon  that  coast. 
T  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Neufville  &  Son  to  Jay.* 

Amsterdam,  July  13,  1780. 
Sir  :  Never  letter  could  have  been  more  weh^ome  than  the  favor  your 
excellency  honored  us  with  of  the  25th  of  the  past  month,  as  it  expresses 
a  true  concern  about  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr.  Laurens  and  your  appro- 
bation of  our  conduct.  As  we  from  the  beginning  acted  from  princi- 
ple in  the  American  cause,  and  never  will  prevaricate,  this  is  only  from 
the  same  motive,  but  we  shall  be  sorry  if  we  should  not  be  supported, 
and  that  it  is  outof  your  excellency's  power  to  do  it.     We  can  not  judge 
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how  far  those  drafts  may  go,  and  if  we  bad  not  expected  that  your  excel- 
lency, as  well  as  Dr.  Franklin,  would  have  been  willing  and  able  to 
answer  for  a  trifle  (one  or  two  hundred  thousand  guilders)  in  such  a 
matter  as  this  it  would  have  been  a  folly  to  undertake  it. 

Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  us  that  people  would  be  satisfied  to  have  the 
bills  enregistered,  but  we  found  the  contrary ;  several  of  them  would 
have  them  duly  protested,  and  until  to  day  we  have  again  accepted 
them  all;  but  how  it  will  go  further  we  do  not  know.  We  were  very 
sensible  to  the  hint  your  excellency  was  pleased  to  give  us  of  making 
a  loan  here.  We  might  from  time  to  time  have  got  some  money  in  that 
way  if  properly  authorized  ;  and  our  good-will  and  influence  certainly 
would  have  brought  it  further  than  it  had  been  done  by  the  house  which 
was  formerly  intrusted  with  it,  and  we  have  long  ago  desired  a  loan 
should  be  opened  iu  our  hands,  but  we  never  could  properly  obtain  it. 
A  trifle  of  allowance,  and  chiefly  the  largeness  of  the  sum  which  was 
required  from  us  to  answer  for  at  once,  prevented  it,  so  we  did  not  fall 
on  the  idea  of  mentioning  it  again.  We  can  and  may  work  for  glory, 
but  on  a  large  scale  we  can  not  sacrifice  our  own  [interest].  Every 
catastrophe  in  favor  of  or  against  America  has  with  our  public  a  great 
influence.  So  the  capture  of  Charleston  would  be  very  much  against 
us  at  this  moment  for  such  a  purpose ;  and  though  we  could  not  flatter 
ourselves  to  go  any  length  with  it,  a  very  particular  circumstance  might 
revive  the  American  spirit ;  and  it  would  even  require  some  time  before 
such  a  power  was  brought  into  due  terms  whereon  we  could  engage 
anything. 

This  is  certain,  that  in  a  moraent  as  critical  as  the  present  a  small 
sum  would  save  the  honor  of  Congress,  and  in  that  light  could  not  be 
paid  for  too  dear,  which  made  us  think  on  a  method,  that  your  excel- 
lency could  employ  a  banker,  and  likewise  Dr.  Franklin  ;  that  we,  draw- 
ing on  either  of  your  excellencies,  if  we  were  sure  you  would  approve  of 
it,  could  prolong  terms  in  all  probability,  and  without  doubt  as  long  as 
should  be  needful,  and  until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  that  by 
his  ipeans  and  instructions  proper  measures  could  be  taken. 

We  must  also  expect  that  Congress  (as  on  the  first  days  of  May  they 
were  informed  that  Mr.  Laurens  had  not  sailed)  will  have  been  attentive 
to  provide  for  those  bills,  and  have  considered  the  consequences,  as  we 
do  in  Europe.  We  write  the  same  idea  to  Dr.  Franklin,  and  propose  to 
him,  if  he  should  not  approve  of  such  a  method  or  find  a  better,  to  em- 
power us  for  a  loan,  as  we  know  he  had  formerly  instructions  thereon. 
We  are  too  nice  and  anxious  for  the  credit  of  Congress  that  we  could 
make  any  use  thereof  if  it  should  hurt  matters  any  way;  but  it  is  not 
possible  to  know  what  may  be  done  before  a  proper  trial ;  and  we  are 
obliged  at  last  to  speak  plain,  that  whatever  bills  now  further  should 
oft'er  we  can  not  accept  any  more.  We  wish  our  proposals  may  not 
seem  incongruous;  we  make  them  with  the  more  assurance,  as  we  are 
not  conducted  by  any  other  motive  than  by  the  most  extended  desire 
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to  prevent  every  difficulty  which  coukl  in  any  way  hinder  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  de  Neufville  &  Son. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.' 

Paris,  July  14,  1780, 
SiE:  Tlie  advices  from  The  Hague  of  the  9th  are  that  the  talk  had 
been  of  a  congress  to  be  held  in  that  residence ;  hut  as  her  majesty 
the  Empress  of  Russia  had  given  to  understand  that  she  desired  that 
the  conferences  should  be  held  at  Petersburgh  the  States-General  have 
consequently  named,  upon  the  proposition  of  his  serene  highness  the 
Prince  Stadtholder,  the  Baron  de  Waassenaar  Starrenburg  and  the 
Baron  Van  Heckeren  de  Brantrenburg,  deputies  to  the  assemby  of  their 
high  mightinesses  on  the  part  of  the  provinces  of  Holland,  West  Fries- 
land,  and  Utrecht,  ministers  plenipotentiaries  to  go  to  Petersburgh,  to 
the  end  to  assist  there  at  the  conferences  which  are  to  be  held  for  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  of  neuters.  And  that  the  Chevalier  Llano, 
now  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic  majesty  to  their  high 
mightinesses,  had  arrived  at  that  residence. 

The  English  continue  to  fill  all  the  newspapers  of  Europe  with  the 
despatches  of  Clinton,  Cornwallis,  Tarleton,  etc.,  of  their  triumphant 
progress  in  Carolina;  and  we  are  unable  to  obtain  a  syllable  from  any 
part  of  America  to  contradict  it  or  explain  it.  It  is  devoutly  to  be 
wished  that  Congress  would  appoint  some  active  and  intelligent  secre- 
tary for  foreign  aflairs,  and  make  it  his  duty  to  transmit  the  journals, 
newspapers,  and  other  intelligence,  and  duplicates  and  triplicates  of 
them,  to  their  servants  abroad.  Vessel  after  vessel  arrives,  even  di- 
rectly from  Philadelphia,  and  we  can  not  get  the  journals,  papers,  and 
scarcely  a  private  letter  by  them.  Surely  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs  is  of  some  importance  to  the  United  States,  and  their  most  im- 
portant officers  abroad  ought  not  to  be  less  informed  than  every  private 
merchant.  The  successes  of  the  English  in  Carolina  have  filled  them 
with  the  most  ridiculous  exultations.  They  have  thrown  oft"  the  mask 
entirely,  and  talk  now  almost  universally  of  nothing  but  unconditional 
submission  ;  not  an  idea  of  peace  is  entertained.  They  are  perfectly 
confident  the  Congress  will  not  maintain  their  authority  three  months. 
They  have  filled  the  world  with  histories  of  insurrections  at  Philadel- 
phia, which  drove  the  Congress  to  Lancaster,  killed  the  French  minis- 
ter, etc.  The  stocks  rose  three  and  three-fourths  percent.  This  is  the 
wise  nation  that  is  to  govern  America,  as  they  think,  at  their  pleasure. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


*  MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  I8G,  with  verbal  changes. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  15,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  news  from  Constantinople  is  : 

That  npou  the  advice  that  a  tleet  of  French  iiierchantnien  from  Marseilles  was 
blocked  up  by  the  English  cruisers  in  the  port  of  Milo,  the  Conite  de  St.  Priest,  am- 
bassador of  France,  presented  a  memoir  to  the  Porte,  complaining  of  this  last  viola- 
tion of  the  last  aoreeraent  made  between  the  Ottoman  Government  and  the  amba.ssa- 
dors  of  the  belligerent  powers  for  the  maintenance  of  the  neutrality.  In  consequence 
the  Reis  Effendi  requested  Mr.  Aiuslie,  the  British  ambassador,  to  give  orders  conform- 
ably to  the  said  agreement  to  the  cruisers  of  his  nation  to  respect  the  coasts,  forts,  and 
havens  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  and  not  to  commit  hostilities  but  in  open  sea.  The 
ambassador  answered  "  that  he  approved  the  requisitions  of  the  Porte  too  much  not 
to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  his  power  to  make  the  English  cruisers  observe  the  orders 
which  had  been  before  given  them."  Nevertheless,  the  Comte  de  St.  Priest  judged 
proper,  by  way  of  further  precaution,  to  send  the  consul  of  his  nation  who  resides  at 
the  Dardanelles  to  the  Captain  Pacha,  who  is  now  in  the  Archipelago  with  his  tleet, 
to  desire  him  to  have  a  care  that  the  French  lleet  should  suffer  no  insult.  The  Otto- 
man admiral  immediately  complied  with  this  requisition  ;  and  wo  learn  by  the 
French  consul,  who  is  returned  here,  that  having  found  this  commandant  at  Metelin, 
he  had  no  sooner  learned  the  object  of  his  commi.ssion  than  ho  detached  some  to  go 
to  the  succor  of  the  fleet  blocked  at  Milo.  But  his  assistance  will  not  have  been  nec- 
essary, because,  according  to  letters  from  Smyrna,  the  six  English  cruisers  which  held 
the  French  fleet  shut  up,  having  had  the  audacity  to  attack  this  convoy  even  in  the 
port,  the  Chevalier  d'Entrecasteux  who  commanded  it,  had  shattered  them,  after  au 
engagement  of  several  hours,  in  such  a  manner  that  he  had  put  them  out  of  a  condi- 
tion to  keep  the  sea,  and  that  they  must  have  retired  to  Paros. 

Stockholm,  June  27. — The  king  having  judged  proper  to  name  an  admiral-general  of 
his  fleet,  has  chosen  for  this  eminent  post  the  major-general  and  connnander  of  the 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  the  Sword,  Henry  de  Trolle.  M.  de  Moussin  Puschkin, 
envoy  from  Russia,  is  arrived  here  from  Petersburgh. 

Hague,  July  10. — The  admiralty  of  Amsterdam  has  put  in  commission,  with  the 
advice  of  the  prince  stadtholder,  the  vessels  the  Admiral  de  Reister,  of  sixty-eight 
guns,  and  the  Hereditary  Prince,  of  fifty-six. 

Hamburg,  June  23. — The  Mars,  a  Danish  man-of-war  of  fifty  guns,  commanded  by 
Captain  Lukeu,  and  three  frigates,  with  .seventy-eight  merchant  ships  of  different 
nations,  under  convoy,  sailed  from  the  sound  the  18th  of  this  month. 

It  thus  appears  that  Russia,  Holland,  Sweden,  and  Denmark  are 
proceeding  in  earnest  to  convoy  their  trade  and  increase  their  naval 
force  to  protect  the  confederacy  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  neutrality. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


MSS.  Dep.  of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  189. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Pakis,  Juhj  15,  1780. 
Sir  :  It  is  worth  while  to  lay  before  Congress  the  following  statement, 
which  is  lately  published  in  the  papers : 

EnyVish  ships  of  the  line. 

Now  under  Roduey,  iucludiug  the  Triumjjh,  of  seveuty-foiir  gnns,  arrived  from 

Cork  the  beginning  of  May 22 

N.  B. — The  Fame,  of  seventy-four  guus,  was  taken  to  pieces  last  winter  to  repair 
the  other  vessels  of  Jamaica.  The  Sultan,  from  St.  Lucia,  and  the  Hector-,  from 
Europe,  joined  in  March  the  two  sixty-fours  which  were  at  that  station,  Jamaica     4 

Tkey  say  that  Arbuthnot  has  sent  to  Jamaica  the  Bussell  and  Bobust 2 

The  15th  of  May  sailed  with  Graves 7 

The  3d  of  June  sailed  with  Walsingham  4 

39 
French  and  Spaniards. 

With  DeGuichen 23 

Left  at  Martinique,  the  Dauphin  Ttotjal,  of  seventy-fonr  guns,  to  protect  the  port.  I 

At  the  Havana,  under  D.  Bonnet 8 

At  St.  Domingo,  under  De  la  Motte  Piquet 5 

Sailed  from  Cadiz  the  28th  of  April,  under  D.  Solauo 12 

M.  de  Teruay,  the  3d  of  May 7 

56 

A  superiority  against  which  all  the  events  of  the  war  evidently  show 

that  it  is  impossible  to  resist.     But  the  ministerial  people  have  made 

Rodney   take   Don  Solano  with   his   twelve  ships,  which  shifts   the 

balance  to — English,  fifty-one,  French  and  Spaniards,  forty  four. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.! 

Paris,  July  15,  1780. 
Sir  :  The  news  from  Petersburgh  of  the  13th  of  June  is,  that  the  last 
advices  received  from  Mohilon  have  confirmed  the  news  that  the  em- 
press would  return  sooner  than  was  at  first  expected,  and  that  the 
emperor,  under  the  name  of  the  Count  de  Falckenstein,  would  arrive  at 
the  same  time  at  Petersburgh ;  that  the  fleet  of  Cronstadt  had  been  eight 
or  ten  days  in  the  road  waiting  only  for  their  final  instructions  to  put 
to  sea.  It  will  be  separated  into  three  divisions,  each  of  five  ships  of 
the  line,  under  the  command  of  the  Rear- Admirals  Borisson,  Cruse,  and 
Polibin.  Since  the  departure  of  a  courier  which  the  Chevalier  Harris, 
the  British  envoy,  has  expedited  to  his  court  the  2Gth  of  last  month,  a 
report  has  been  spread  that  he  has  demanded  his  recall. 


*  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  191. 

t  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Kev.  Corr.,  187,  with  verbal  changes. 
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The  ordinance  wbicli  tlie  empress  has  passed  at  CzarskoZelo,  ou  the 
19th  of  May,  to  the  end  to  ascertain  the  rights  and  duties  of  her  sub- 
jects relative  to  the  neutrality,  is  too  remarkable,  in  the  present  con- 
juncture, not  to  be  given  entire  to  the  public.  The  iollowing  is  the 
preamble : 

The  maritime  war  subsisting  for  some  time  between  Great  Britain  on  the  one  part, 
anil  France  and  Spain  on  the  other,  has  began  hitely  to  do  eqnal  injnry  to  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  onr  faithful  subjects.  We  have  not  in  consequence  failed 
to  employ  for  their  piotection  and  indemnification  from  all  the  losses  which  have 
been  occasioned  to  them  onr  most  efficacious  intercession  ;  in  consequence  of  which 
several  merchants  have  already  obtained,  in  proportion  to  their  demands,  a  consider- 
able indemnification.  Nevertheless,  although  we  doubt  not  that  all  the  others  will 
be  equally  indemnified  by  the  belligerent  powers,  yet  we  can  not  regard  the  particu- 
lar compensation  of  individuals  as  a  suflicient  pledge  of  the  safety  upon  which  ueu. 
tral  nations  may  hereafter  depend.  From  this  motive  we  have  resolved  not  only  to 
take  measures  the  most  cfit'ectual  for  the  maintenance  of  the  maritime  commerce  of 
our  subjects,  but  to  put  them  in  execution  in  case  of  need.  They  have  already  been 
announced  to  all  Europe  by  a  declaration  delivered  in  the  same  terms  to  the  bellig- 
erent powers,  by  which  we  fix  expressly  and  with  precision  the  rights  and  preroga- 
tives of  a  commercial  neutral  flag.  The  one  and  the  other  are  founded  either  upon 
the  proper  terms  of  our  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  upon 
theevideut  and  immutable  principles  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations.  But  while  we 
require  of  other  nations,  for  our  proper  utility,  the  entire  and  unlimited  accomplish- 
ment of  their  duties,  we  are  not  less  fixed  in  the  intention  on  our  part  to  observe 
inviolably  in  regard  to  them  the  obligations  of  the  strictest  neutrality.  Thus  it  is 
necessary  that  all  our  subjects  should  conform  themselves  rigorously  in  their  mari- 
time commerce  and  in  the  enterpri  es  relative  to  it  to  this  onr  will;  in  default  of 
which  they  will  render  themselves  unworthy  of  our  protection  and  of  our  succor. 
But  to  the  end  that  no  man  may  fall  into  error  by  ignorance,  we  order  our  college  of 
commerce  to  notify  the  Russian  merchants  trading  in  our  ports  that,  while  we  enjoy 
an  entire  liberty  of  trading  and  sending  their  vessels  to  all  parts  of  Europe,  they  are 
bound  to  observe,  conformably  to  our  treaties  with  different  powers  and  to  the  ordi- 
nances of  each  place,  that  which  follows. 

This  is  the  preamble ;  the  purview  shall  be  sent  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  it  appears. 

It  seems  that  the  empress,  as  well  as  the  Ottoman  Porte,  has  not  a 
little  resented  the  indecent  and  groundless  assertions  with  which 
England  had  filled  Europe  and  America,  that  the  empress  would  take 
part  with  them,  and  that  there  were  misunderstandings  subsisting  be- 
tween Petersburgh  and  Constantinople.  I  think  it  can  be  no  longer 
doubted  that  Russia  will  never  take  part  with  England,  and  that  while 
she  is  determined  upon  a  neutrality,  every  other  maritime  power  of 
Europe  must  do  the  same  or  join  against  England  It  is  equally  plain 
that  England  must  come  into  the  system  of  rights  preparing  for  neu- 
trals or  go  to  war  with  all  the  maritime  powers  of  the  world.  This  is 
too  decisively  and  obviously  advantageous  to  North  America  to  need 
any  comments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

The  Hague,  July  15,  1780. 

Sir:  Since  mj  last,  of  the  21st  of  May,  nothing  has  passed  of  much 
interest  in  the  assemblies  of  this  province  to  deserve  repetition.  I  send 
an  account  of  all  that  passes  to  Dr.  Frauklin,  at  Paris,  almost  every 
post.  The  fitting  out  of  ships  of  the  republic  for  convoy  goes  on  slowly, 
and  the  resolutions  in  this  respect  and  for  the  negotiations  with  Russia 
drag  equally  slow.  The  English  party,  led  by  the  English  ambassador 
and  by  another  person  who  leads  the  majority  here,  continue  to  perplex, 
delay,  and  cross  everything,  and  he  who  is  at  the  head  of  all  follows 
their  impulses.  In  a  word,  the  Euglish  intrigue  more  here  than  in  all 
Europe  besides.  The  difficulties  they  excite  in  Germany  and  foment 
on  the  subject  of  the  coadjutor  of  Munster  and  Cologne  are  intended  to 
embarrass  this  republic  and  hinder  it  from  being  successfully  occupied 
in  the  reestablishmeut  of  its  navy.  It  was  in  agitation  to  make  choice 
of  a  prince  of  Austria  for  coadjutor,  and,  of  consequence,  for  future 
elector  of  Cologne.  The  King  of  Prussia  is  opposed  to  it,  and  France 
also.  England,  in  the  name  of  Hanover,  favored  the  views  of  the  house 
of  Austria.     This  may  kindle  a  war  in  Germany. 

The  protest  here  annexed  of  the  minority  in  the  chapter  of  Muuster 
is  a  paper  as  important  as  it  is  well  done.  I  received  it  in  German  and 
translated  it,  and  while  I  am  writing  this  a  copy  of  it  is  making. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  add,  except  that  a  body  of  ten  thousand 
Prussians  quartered  in  Westphalia  have  orders  to  hold  themselves 
ready  to  march  to  Munster  on  the  first  signal. 

The  misfortune  of  Charleston  has  animated  the  courage  of  the  Anglo 
manes  here  and  filled  our  friends  with  consternation.  1  do  my  best  to 
encourage  them,  and  I  succeed.  In  spite  of  the  intrigues  of  the  English 
they  will  gain  nothing  important  here,  because  there  must  be  unanimity 
in  the  resolutions  for  war  or  peace. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergennes.t 

Paris,  July  17,  1780. 
Sir  :  In  your  excellency's  letter  to  me  of  the  24th  of  February  last 
I  was  honored  with  your  opinion  in  the  following  words: 

With  regard  to  the  full  powers,  which  authorize  you  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  the  court  of  Lonclou,  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  not  to  communicate  them 

*5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  310. 

t  MSS.  Dep.of  State  ;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  192,  with  verbal  changes;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  228.  For  Vergennes'  protest  against  this  course,  see  Vergeuues  to 
Adams,  July  25,  1780,  infra,  where  he  gives  answers  speciticaliy  to  each  point  made 
by  Adams. 
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to  auybody  whatever,  and  to  take  every  necessary  precaution  that  the  British  min- 
istry may  not  have  a  premature  knowledge  of  them.  You  will  no  doubt  readily  feel 
the  motives  which  iuduce  me  to  advise  you  to  take  this  precautiou,  and  it  would  be 
needless  to  explain  them. 

(1)  1  should  have  been  very  happy  if  your  excellency  had  hinted  at 
the  reasons  which  were  then  in  your  mind,  because  after  reflecting  upon 
this  subject  as  maturely  as  I  can  I  am  not  able  to  collect  any  reasons 
which  appear  to  me  sufficient  for  concealing  the  nature  of  my  powers 
in  their  full  extent  from  the  court  of  London.  On  the  contrary,  many 
arguments  have  occurred  to  me  which  seem  to  show  it  to  be  both  the 
policy  of  the  CFnired  States  and  my  particular  duty  to  communicate 
them. 

(2)  Your  excellency  will  recollect  that  my  commissions  empower  me 
to  join  with  the  ministers  of  the  belligerent  powers  in  making  peace; 
to  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  ministers  of  his  Britannic 
majesty,  and  to  represent  the  Congress  as  their  minister  plenipotentiary 
at  the  court  of  London.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  inconsistent  with  the 
design  and  nature  of  my  appointments  to  conceal  them  from  the  court 
of  London. 

(3)  I  think,  also,  that  announcing  my  powers  to  the  court  of  London 
would  have  a  tendency  to  draw  out  from  them  some  proofs  of  their 
present  designs,  and  it  is  always  important  to  discover  early  the  inten- 
tions of  the  enemy,  that  the  people  may  be  prepared,  both  with  councils 
and  forces,  to  resist  them  if  hostile. 

(4)  The  English  nation  would  expect  of  the  ministers  that  some  an- 
swer should  be  given  to  me.  If  it  should  be  an  insolent  one,  as  there  is 
too  much  cause  to  expect,  it  will  prepare  the  minds  of  the  Americans 
and  of  the  other  belligerent  powers  for  what  they  are  to  expect,  and  it 
will  alarm  and  arouse,  if  anything  can,  the  people  of  England. 

(5)  At  this  particular  time,  when  an  election  approaches,  it  would 
throw  the  ministry  into  some  embarrassment,  for  the  people  of  England 
sigh  for  j)eace. 

(6)  Another  consideration  has  weight  with  me ;  a  great  part  of 
Europe,  as  well  as  the  people  of  England,  are  amused  by  the  English 
ministry  and  their  emissaries  with  reports  that  there  is  some  secret 
treaty  between  France  and  the  United  States,  by  which  the  former  has 
secured  to  themselves  exclusive  privileges  in  some  branches  of  the 
American  commerce,  which  misrepresentations,  as  they  are  at  present 
an  obstruction  to  peace,  would  be  cleared  up  by  the  communication  of 
my  powers. 

(7)  There  are  at  present  many  persons  of  consideration  in  England 
who  have  long  followed  the  ministry  in  the  war  against  America  who 
begin  to  see  the  impracticability  of  succeeding,  and  now  vote  for  jieace, 
and  will  lay  hold  of  every  occurrence  that  favors  its  accomplishment. 

(8)  At  this  moment,  under  the  wild  impression  that  the  surrender  of 
Charleston  has  made,  it  might  be  improper  to  make  the  communication, 
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but  upon  the  news  coming  of  M.  de  Teruay's  arrival,  of  Don  Solano's, 
or  both,  or  upon  the  receipt  of  some  intelligence  which  may  take  off  a 
part  of  this  impression,  I  submit  it  to  your  excellency's  consideration 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  communicate  my  appoint- 
ments to  Lord  George  Germain.  It  seems  to  be  most  proper  that  it 
should  be  done,  so  that  the  nation  may  consider  them  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Parliament,  and  that  those  who  are  for  peace  may  digest  their 
plans  accordingly. 

(9)  Notwithstanding  the  suppression  of  the  late  riots,  and  the  conse- 
quent temporary  relaxation  of  the  committees  and  associations,  the 
nation  is  in  a  most  critical  situation.  Those  disturbances  were  not 
simply  the  effect  of  fanaticism  and  bigotry,  but  of  deep  and  general 
discontent  and  distress  among  the  people;  and  although  the  ministry 
may  at  present  be  confident  they  have  suppressed  them  forever,  they 
will  surely  find  themselves  mistaken  if  they  pursue  this  war.  I  know 
of  no  measure  that  will  be  more  likely  to  increase  the  opposition  against 
administration  than  communicating  my  powers.  It  will  at  least  show 
all  the  world  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  consequent  ruin 
of  England  is  their  own  fault,  not  that  of  the  Americans,  who  are  ready 
to  make  peace  upon  terms  honorable  and  advantageous  to  Great  Britain. 

(10)  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  these  opinions  by  the  communication 
your  excellency  made  to  me  yesterday  of  the  message  sent  by  the  court 
of  London  to  the  court  of  Madrid.  I  am  convinced  in  my  own  mind 
that  that  message  is  insidious  in  the  last  degree,  and  that  it  is  intended 
to  answer  two  ends  only.  First,  to  spy  out  what  they  can  of  the  political 
and  military  plans  of  Spain ;  secondly,  and  principally,  to  amuse  France, 
Spain,  and  America  too.  with  false  ideas  of  pacific  inclinations,  simply 
in  order  to  slacken  and  enervate  their  i^reparations  for  the  next  cam- 
paign. 

(11)  Sincere  intentions  of  making  peace  upon  any  terms  which  France 
or  America  can  agree  to  consistent  with  subsisting  treaties  I  am  as 
sure  they  have  not  as  I  am  of  their  existence.  Now  I  think  there  is  no 
way  of  counteracting  this  insidious  policy  so  honorably  and  so  effectu- 
ally as  by  a  frank  and  decent  communication  of  my  full  powers.  This 
■will  necessitate  them  to  come  to  an  explanation  of  their  real  intentions 
concerning  America  ;  for  there,  sir,  lies  the  obstacle  to  peace  5  all  other 
questions  would  be  soon  arranged  if  that  was  settled. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  pardon  the  long  letters  I  write  you,  be- 
cause it  is  really  a  voluminous  subject  to  have  in  contemplation,  and 
mankind  in  general  are  little  less  interested  in  it  than  our  particular 
countries.  I  shall  hope  for  the  honor  of  your  excellency's  answer  upon 
these  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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Hartley  to  Franklin.*  » 

London,  July  17, 1780. 
My  Dear  Friend  :  Enclosed  I  seud  you  a  copy  of  a  couciliatory 
billt  which  was  proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  27th  of  last 
month.  It  was  rejected.  You  and  I  have  had  so  much  intercourse 
upon  the  subject  of  restoring  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
that  I  think  there  is  nothing  further  left  to  be  said  upon  the  subject. 
You  will  perceive  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  bill  that  it  proposes  a 
general  power  to  treat.  It  chalks  out  a  line  of  negotiation  in  very 
general  terms.  I  remain  in  the  sentiments  which  I  ever  have  and  which 
I  believe  I  ever  shall  entertain,  viz.,  those  of  seeking  peace  upon  honor- 
able terms.  I  shall  always  be  ready  and  most  desirous  to  join  in  any 
measures  which  may  facilitate  peace. 

I  am,  ever,  your  most  affectionate, 

D.  Hartley. 

*  2  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  113. 

t  DRAFT   OF   A   PROPOSED   BILL  FOR   CONCILIATION    WITH   AMERICA. 

A  bill  to  invest  the  crown  with  sufficient  powers  to  treat,  consult,  and  finally  to  agree  upon  the 
means  of  restoring  peace  with  the  provinces  of  North  America. 

Whereas  many  nufortuuate  subjects  of  contest  have  of  late  years  subsisted  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  several  provinces  of  North  America  hereinafter  recited,  viz., 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  which  have  brought  on  the  calamities 
of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces  :  To  the  end  therefore  that 
the  further  effusion  of  blood  maybe  prevented,  and  that  peace  may  be  restored,  may  it 
please  your  majesty  that  it  be  enacted  and  be  it  enacted,  by  the  king's  most  excellent 
majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  majesty,  by  letters  patent,  under  the  great  seal  of  Great 
Britain,  to  authoriae  and  empower  any  person  or  persons  to  treat,  consult,  and  finally 
to  agree  with  any  person  or  persons  propt-rly  authorized  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid 
provinces  of  North  America  upon  the  means  of  restoring  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  aforesaid  provinces  according  to  the  powers  in  this  act  contained. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  order  to  facilitate  the  good  purposes  of  this  act, 
his  majesty  may  lawfully  enable  any  such  person  or  persons,  so  appointed  by  his 
majesty's  letters  patent,  as  aforesaid,  to  order  and  proclaim  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties on  the  part  of  his  majesty's  forces  by  sea  and  land  for  any  time  and  under  any 
conditions  or  restrictions. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  lay  a  good  fonndation  for  a  cordial 
reconciliation  and  lasting  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces  of 
North  America,  by  restoring  an  amicable  intercourse  between  the  same  as  soon  as 
possible,  his  majesty  may  lawfully  enable  any  such  person  or  persons  so  appointed  by 
his  majesty's  letters  patent,  a'*  aforesaid,  to  enter  into  and  to  ratify,  from  time  to 
time,  any  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  and  pacification,  which  article  or  articles, 
so  entered  into  and  ratified  from  time  to  time,  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect  for 
the  certain  term  of  ten  years  from  the  first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty. 

Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  order 
to  remove  any  obstructions  which  may  arise  to  the  full  and  effectual  execution  of 
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Carmichael  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs.* 

Madrid,  July  17,  1780. 
Gentlemen:  Since  writing  the  preceding  letter  bills  to  the  amount 
of  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  presented,  and  at  a  time 
when  the  news  of  our  misfortune  at  Charleston  made  an  impression  much 
to  our  disadvantage.  These  bills,  however,  are  accepted,  and  the  Count 
de  Florida  Blauca  appears  to  interest  himself  more  than  ever  in  con- 
tributing to  aid  us,  repeating,  in  the  strongest  manner,  his  majesty's 
favorable  intentions.  What  he  hinted  at  with  respect  to  the  attempts 
of  the  enemy  to  thwart  Mr.  Jay's  negotiations  has  proved  true.  A  Mr. 
Cumberland,  secretary  to  Lord  George  Germain,  has  obtained  permis- 
sion to  come  to  Madrid,  and  is  actually  here  at  present.t  But  as  his 
excellency  has  promised  to  communicate  his  proposals,  whatever  they 
may  be,  on  the  subject  of  an  accommodation,  we  can  not  entertain  a 
doubt  but  that  he  will  do  it  with  the  same  frankness  with  which  he  made 
known  to  us  those  of  Sir  John  Dalrymple.     The  Count  de  Montmorin,  J 

any  article  or  articles  of  iutercourse  and  pacificatiou  as  before  mentioned,  that  it 
shall  and  may  bo  lawful  for  his  majesty,  by  any  iustrument  under  his  sign  manual, 
countersigned  by  one  or  more  of  his  majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state,  to  author- 
ize and  empower  any  such  person  or  persons  so  appointed  by  his  majesty's  letters 
patent,  as  aforesaid,  to  suspend  for  the  term  often  years  from  the  first  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  the  operation  aud  effect  of  any  act  or  acts 
of  Parliament  which  are  now  in  force  respecting  the  aforesaid  provinces  of  North 
America,  or  any  clause  or  clauses,  proviso  or  provisos,  in  any  such  act  or  acts  of  Par- 
liament contained  ;  inasmuch  as  they  or  any  of  them  may  obstruct  the  full  effect  and 
execution  of  any  such  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  and  pacification  which  may  be 
entered  into  and  ratified  as  before  mentioned  between  Great  Britain  and  the  afore- 
said provinces  of  North  America. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  order  to  establish  perpetual  reconcilement  and 
peace  between  Great  Britain  aud  the  aforesaid  provinces  of  North  America,  it  is 
hereby  required,  aud  be  it  enacted,  that  all  or  any  article  or  articles  of  intercourse 
and  pacification  which  shall  be  entered  into  and  ratified  for  the  certain  term  of  ten 
years,  as  before  mentioned,  shall  from  time  to  time  be  laid  before  the  two  houses 
of  Parliament  for  their  consideration  as  the  perpetual  basis  of  reconcilement  aud 
peace  between  Great  Britain  and  the  aforesaid  provinces  of  North  America;  and 
that  any  such  article  or  articles  of  intercourse  aud  pacification  as  before  mentioned, 
when  the  same  shall  have  been  confirmed  in  Parliament,  shall  remain  in  full  force 
and  effect  forever. 

Aud  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  continue  to  be  in  force  until  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one. 

•  MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  2:?,  with  verbal  corrections. 

t  A  full  narrative  of  Cumberland's  proceedings  when  on  this  mission  is  given  in  his 
life.  He  had  no  previous  diplomatic  experience,  though  much  literary  distinction  as 
a  dramatist.  According  to  his  account  he  was  received  in  Madrid  with  much  greater 
favor  than  the  letter  in  the  text  indicates.  But  he  did  nothing,  and  was  badly 
treated  by  his  own  government,  which  did  not  sustain  bis  claims  to  be  regarded  as  a 
public  minister,  and  refused  to  refund  him  the  large  outlays  he  made  in  supporting 
that  character. 

tMontmorin  became  in  1789  one  of  the  cabinet  of  Louis  XVI,  and  ))erisbed  in  the 
September  massacres.  His  wife  and  son  died  on  the  guillotine.  See  1  Gouverueur 
Morris'  Diary,  138. 
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ambassador  for  France  here,  is  not  the  least  alarmed  by  the  reception 
of  this  gentleman,  and  that  court  is  full  as  much  interested  as  we  are 
in  the  object  for  AYhich  he  is  sent.  Mr.  Jay  will  transmit  to  Congress  a 
narration  which  1  have  given  him  of  this  gentleman's  motions. 

We  have  likewise  received  an  account  of  the  death  of  M.  Miralles. 
He  will  soon  have  a  successor,  by  whom  we  shall  write  more  fully,  and 
I  hope  more  to  the  satisfaction  of  Congress.  Nothing  can  hurt  us 
here,  or  in  Europe,  so  long  as  we  are  united,  firm,  and  vigorous.  I 
experienced  at  first  a  little  coldness  from  the  foreign  ministers  at  this 
court  after  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Charleston,  but  that  is  worn 
off. 

The  public  papers  will  announce  the  disturbances  which  have  lately 
arisen  at  London  ;  all  is  at  present  quiet  in  that  quarter,  and  govern- 
ment seems  to  have  acquired  fresh  confidence  and  vigor.  The  Count 
d'Estaing  is  expected  at  St.  Ildefonso  the  1st  of  next  month,  to  go 
from  thence  to  take  the  command  of  the  united  fleets,  which  will  con- 
sist of  thirty-six  sail  of  the  line,  from  Cadiz,  including  the  French  from 
Toulon  and  other  French  ports,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  from  Brest.  The 
last  advices  import  that  the  English  squadron  amounted  to  twenty- 
eight,  chiefly  capital  ships;  they  left  port  about  the  20th  ultimo.  The 
rest  of  Europe  is  in  the  same  situation  that  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Since  writing  my  letter  of  the  2Sth  of  May  I  received  a  letter 
from  the  Baron  de  Schulenburg,*  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,  in 
answer  to  a  civil  letter  which  I  wrote  him  on  my  arrival  here,  repre- 
senting the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  a  favorable  light.  1  daily  expect 
another  letter  from  him  more  particular,  in  consequence  of  an  address 
which  I  have  transmitted  to  him,  by  which  he  may  write  to  me  in 
safety.  I  have  cultivated  the  friendship  of  the  foreign  ministers  and 
their  secretaries  as  often  as  I  have  had  occasiou,  and  as  I  have  always 
avoided  an  appearance  of  prejudice,  1  flatter  myself  that  I  have  been 
listened  to  with  attention.  My  conduct  has  been  the  same  with  those 
of  this  nation  with  whom  I  have  found  means  to  be  acquainted,  and  I 
doubt  not,  with  time  and  patience,  we  shall  ultimately  succeed.  I 
can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  the  Count  de  Moutuiorin, 
personally  or  politically.  M.  Gerard,  in  his  letters  to  rae,  expresses  the 
same  attachment  as  ever  to  our  cause,  and  his  late  acquisition  of 
dignity  and  consequence  puts  it  more  in  his  power  to  be  useful  to  us. 
As  yet  Mr.  Jay  has  received  but  one  letter  from  Congress,  which  con- 
veyed their  resolves  respecting  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  him. 
I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Houston 
last  week,  which  I  shall  answer,  if  possible,  by  this  opportunity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

William  Carmichabl. 

"  Misiiujr. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  19,  1780. 

Sir:  The  news  from  PetersburgU  of  the  16th  of  June  is  that  the 
fleet  destined  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  that  empire  was 
ready  to  sail.  Of  the  three  squadrons  of  which  it  is  composed,  one  is 
to  cruise,  as  they  learn,  in  the  North  Sea,  the  other  upon  the  coast  of 
Portugal,  and  the  third  in  the  Mediterranean.  This  last  will  winter  at 
Leghorn,  and  the  two  first  in  some  port  of  a  friendly  power  upon  the 
North  Sea  or  in  the  Baltic. 

The  news  from  Copenhagen  of  the  4th  of  July  is  that  "  the  maritime 
forces  of  the  northern  powers  begin  to  put  themselves  in  motion  for  the 
protection  of  their  commerce  in  regard  to  the  belligerent  powers.  The 
vessels  the  King  of  Jutland  and  the  Prince  FredericJc,  of  seventy  guns, 
commanded  by  the  captains  de  Kaas  and  Lous,  have  put  into  the  road 
the  30th  of  June.  The  better  to  man  them,  as  well  as  the  other  vessels 
of  our  squadron,  we  have  embarked  several  detachments  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry  of  Holstein,  Falster,  and  Jutland.  The  1st  of  July 
we  saw  pass  by  here  towards  the  sound  three  Swedish  ships  of  the  line 
coming  from  the  Baltic;  and  the  next  day  the  Eussiau  fleet,  composed 
of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line  and  of  sev^eral  frigates,  came  to  anchor  in 
our  road,  separated  into  three  divisions,  under  the  command  of  Yice- 
Admirals  de  Borislow,  de  Kruse,  and  de  Polibin.  They  say  that  is  to 
be  followed  by  the  admiral's  vessel,  commanded  by  Vice- Admiral  Greigh, 
in  quality  of  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  fleet." 

The  following  are  the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Empress  of  Rus- 
sia concerning  the  navigation  of  the  merchant  flag  of  Russia: 

Article  1.  They  may  not  take  any  part  in  the  war,  directly  nor  indirectly,  or  under 
any  pretext  whatsoever  ;  and  they  may  not  even  give  succor  to  any  of  the  powers  at 
war  by  carrying  them  merchandises  of  contraband  under  the  Russian  flag.  These 
consist,  namely,  in  cannon,  mortars,  muskets,  pistols,  bombs,  grenades,  bullets,  or 
balls,  proper  to  fire,  fusils,  flints,  matches,  powder,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  cutlasses,  pikes, 
swords,  scabbards,  gibernes,  saddles,  and  bridles.  They  ought  also  to  take  special 
care  that  there  be  not  found  on  board  of  any  vessel  more  of  these  warlike  stores  than 
they  have  occasion  for  for  their  own  use,  and  so  much  that  each  sailor  or  passenger 
may  be  sufficiently  provided. 

Art.  II.  All  other  merchandises,  whoever  may  be  the  owners,  and  even  although 
they  belong  to  the  subjects  of  one  or  another  of  the  belligerent  powers,  may  be  freely 
embarked  upon  Rnssian  vessels,  and  shall  enjoy  on  board  of  them  equally  with  the 
merchandises  of  our  subjects  tlie  protection  of  the  Russian  flag,  excepting  those  which 
are  contained  in  the  flrst  article  under  the  name  of  contraband,  as  in  fact  they  are 
declared  such  in  the  eleventh  article  of  our  treaty  of  commerce  with  England.  By 
means  of  this  safety  of  merchandises  permitted  in  neutral  vessels,  our  subjects  ought 
also  to  have  a  care  not  to  embark  efifects  which  belong  to  them  upon  vessels  of  nations 
engaged  in  the  war,  to  the  end  to  avoid  thus  all  disagreements  and  disagreeable  ren- 
contres. 

Art.  III.  Every  vessel  going  out  of  the  port  of  this  city,  or  of  any  other  of  our 
empire,  ought  to  be  furnished  with  sufQcient  proofs  that  she  belongs  to  Russian  sub- 
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jects;  to  wit,  with  sea-letters,  as  is  the  usage,  and  with  a  certificate  of  the  custom- 
house, in  which  it  may  be  declared,  first,  with  what  merchandises  she  is  loaded,  and 
how  much;  secondly,  on  the  account  of  whom  they  have  been  purchased,  and  to 
whom  the  vessel  and  the  cargo  are  addressed.  For  the  greater  safety  the  certificates 
sent  by  the  custom-house  shall  he  inspected  by  the  admiralty,  or  in  his  default  by 
the  magistrate  of  the  place. 

Art.  IV.  Not  only  our  native  subjects  shall  enjoy  these  prerogatives,  but  also 
strangers  who  are  settled  in  our  dominions  and  who  bear  like  them  the  public  bur- 
dens; that  is  to  say,  during  the  time  that  they  shall  sojourn  iu  our  country,  since 
in  no  other  case  can  it  be  permitted  them  to  emi)loy  the  merchant  flag  of  Russia. 

Art.  V.  Each  Russian  vessel,  oven  iu  case  one  single  owner  expedites  two  or  three 
vessels  at  a  time  for  the  same  place,  ought  to  be  provided  in  particular  with  the 
documents  mentioned  in  the  third  article,  which  may  serve  to  justify  their  property 
in  case  that  these  ships  should  separate  during  the  voyage  or  be  obliged  to  pursue 
different  routes. 

Art.  VI.  It  is  forbidden  to  every  Russian  vessel  to  have  counoissements,  charter- 
parties  or  other  sea  papers  double  or  doubtful,  much  Jess  false  declarations,  inas- 
much as  these  always  expose  to  an  inevitable  danger.  Thus  they  should  give  their 
principal  attention  that  their  documents  be  in  good  order,  and  prove  clearly,  as  it  is 
said  before,  the  true  destination  of  the  vessel  and  the  nature  of  her  cargo.  It  is  also 
necessary  that  the  contract  between  the  owner  of  the  merchandises  and  the  master 
of  the  vessel  or  the  agreement  known  under  the  name  of  charter-party  be  always  on 
board.  But  as  it  happens  very  often  that  the  owner  of  merchandises  in  making  his 
adventure,  whether  in  his  own  vessel  or  whether  in  a  neutral  vessel  freighted  by 
him,  fixes  the  sale  of  them  solely  by  speculation  by  preference  in  some  port,  and 
in  case  the  price  in  this  port  is  too  low,  in  some  port  more  distant;  in  this  case 
they  ought  not  to  fail  to  name  and  settle  the  two  ports  according  to  the  order  of 
the  route  and  their  situation  in  one  single  connoissement,  and  not  in  two.  They 
ought  also  to  observe  the  same  precautious  in  regard  to  the  charter-parties,  to  the 
end  that  there  may  be  no  difference  between  them  and  the  connoissements;  and  in 
case  that  any  one  of  our  subjects,  iu  contempt  of  these  dispositions,  shall  allow  him- 
self in  artifice  and  duplicity,  he  may  assure  himself  that  he  shall  never  enjoy  our 
protection,  which  is  granted  only  to  lawful  and  innoceut  commerce,  and  by  no  means 
to  illicit  and  fraudulent  traffic. 

Art.  VII.  Every  Russian  vessel  which,  after  having  unloaded  her  cargo  in  any 
foreign  port,  has  a  design  to  return  into  her  country,  or  to  proceed  farther  in  another 
foreign  place,  ought  to  provide  herself,  in  this  port  and  in  every  other  at  which  she 
may  stop  to  trade,  with  the  documents  required  by  the  usages  of  the  country,  to  the 
end  that  they  may  prove  at  all  times  the  nation  to  which  the  ship  belongs,  the  port 
from  which  she  conies,  that  to  which  she  is  bound,  and  the  merchandises  with  which 
she  has  been  loaded  anew. 

Art.  VIII.  Forasmuch  as  the  aforesaid  documents  are  indispensably  necessary  to 
lirove  the  neutral  property  of  effects  which  are  found  on  board  the  ship,  they  ought 
particularly  to  take  care  not  1o  throw  them  into  the  sea,  no  more  than  any  other 
writings  or  papers,  without  any  exception,  upon  any  occasion  whatever,  especially 
on  the  rencontre  of  any  other  vessel,  inasmuch  as  by  such  a  step  one  might  expose 
himself  to  well-founded  suspicious  and  to  disagreeable  consequences. 

Art.  IX.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a  scrupulous  attention,  that  there  be  not  on  board 
of  any  Russian  vessel  any  merchant,  clerk,  and  never  more  than  one-third  of  the  sea- 
men subjects  of  the  belligerent  powers,  because  by  conducting  differently  such  ves- 
sel might  expose  herself  to  sustain  disagreeable  disappointments.  But  as  a  similar 
inconvenience  may  easily  happen  to  those  sorts  of  ships  which,  in  time  of  war,  are 
purchased  of  the  subjects  of  the  belligerent  powers,  for  this  reason,  from  this  time, 
and  as  long  as  the  present  maritime  war  shall  last,  the  said  vessels  may  not  be  pur- 
chased unless  under  condition  that  they  shall  be  solely  employed  in  the  Baltic  or  the 
Black  Sea. 
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Art.  X.  The  carriage  of  all  merchandise  whatsoever  into  places  blocked  or  besieged 
by  sea  and  by  laud  is  entirely  prohibited,  in  consequence  of  which,  if  any  of  the 
merchants  of  this  empire,  engaged  by  the  hope  of  gain,  shall  intermeddle  in  any 
such  traffic,  whatever  loss  he  may  sustain,  he  can  not  ever  have  the  right  of  demand- 
ing our  protection. 

Art.  XI.  All  our  subjects  who,  by  reason  of  their  commerce,  find  themselves  in 
foreign  countries  ought  to  conform  themselves  exactly  to  the  civil  and  mercantile 
laws  which  shall  there  snbsist,  as  well  as  to  the  ordinances  of  every  place  where 
they  live  or  to  which  they  may  send  their  vessels.  Nevertheless,  to  the  end  that 
they  may  as  much  as  possible  be  instructed  in  those  laws  and  ordinances,  the  college 
of  foreign  at?'airs  will  communicate  to  that  of  commerce  all  the  writings  that  have 
relation  thereto,  that  they  may  be  able  to  give  notice  of  them  to  the  merchants  by 
the  means  of  the  public  papers. 

Art.  XII.  Although  our  intention  is  to  protect  efficaciously  and  vigorously  the 
navigation  and  the  commerce  of  our  faithful  subjects,  nevertheless  we  intend  not  by 
any  means  to  permit  that  there  result  from  it  the  least  prejudice  to  one  or  the  other 
of  the  belligerent  jiowers,  or  that  individual  merchants  should  profit  of  it  to  make 
unlawful  gain.  To  this  efl:ect  we  forbid  expressly  any  of  our  merchants  and  trading 
subjects  to  permit  strangers  to  negotiate  or  send  ships  to  sea  under  his  name. 
Every  person  who  shall  in  this  respect  transgress  our  will  shall  be  deprived  forever 
of  our  imperial  protection  for  his  vessels,  as  well  as  of  the  right  of  fitting  them  out 
in  future.  If  our  subjects  interested  in  maritime  commerce  follow  exactly  this 
ordinance  in  all  its  points  they  may  be  assured  of  our  entire  and  unlimited  protec- 
tion concerning  their  affairs  in  foreign  countries,  as  well  as  of  a  zealous  and  affec- 
tionate intervention  on  the  part  of  the  ministers,  agents,  and  consuls  who  reside 
there  on  our  part.  To  this  end  our  college  of  foreign  affairs  will  communicate  to 
them  in  sufficient  season  the  most  precise  instructions;  but  those  among  our  subjects 
who  shall  depart  from  these  regulations  ought  not  to  expect  the  least  protection  on 
our  part,  whatever  unfortunate  accidents  and  other  damages  they  may  sustain  by 
their  voluntary  transgression  of  the  orders  which  they  shall  have  received,  and  not 
to  depart  from  the  requisite  circumspection  recommended  to  them.  The  college  of 
commerce,  in  notifying  this  ordinance  to  the  body  of  Russian  merchants  trading  in 
our  ports,  shall  at  the  same  time  be  held  to  furnish  the  custom-houses  with  the  neces- 
sary instructions  relative  to  this  order,  as  well  as  to  communicate  our  will  to  the 
governors  of  provinces  where  there  are  ports,  that  at  the  same  time  they  may  be 
observed  in  all  the  tribunals  which  may  concern  them. 
"  Czarsko-Selole,  19</i  of  May,  1780." 

The  original  is  thus  subscribed  by  the  hand  of  her  Imperial  Majesty 
Catterine. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  Juhj  19,  1780. 
Sir  :  There  is  au  article  of  news  from  Copenhagen  of  the  4th  of  July : 
The  vessels  of  war  the  Prince  Frederick  and  the  Jutland,  each  of  seventy  guns,  and 
the  frigates  the  Pearl  and  the  Alsen  are  in  the  road.  The  admiral's  flag  will  be 
hoisted  on  the  6th  on  board  the  JusHtia,  of  seventy-four  guns,  and  all  the  Dutch  fleet 
will  consist  this  year  often  ships  of  the  line,  from  seventy-four  to  fifty  guns,  and  six 
frigates,  thirty-six  to  thirty.     There  has  already  sailed  of  this  fleet  one  ship  of  sixty 
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guns  for  the  coast  of  Guiuea ;  one  of  lifty  is  in  the  North  Sea ;  another  is  in  the  road 
ofElsinore  for  a  guard-ship,  and  three  frigates  have  sailed  for  America.  Thus  the 
squadron  will  remain  composed  of  seven  ships  of  the  line  and  three  frigates,  which 
are  to  join  the  Russian  lleet.  Yesterday  and  the  day  before  arrived  in  the  road  of 
this  city  a  Russian  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Borislow,  of  Vice-Admiral  Kruse,  and  of  the  Commandant 
Polibin;  and  on  the  1st  of  this  mouth  there  passed  before  the  port  of  this  city  the 
Swedish  ships  of  war  comiug  from  tlie  Baltic  Sea  and  making  sail  toward  the  Sound. 
Elshwre,  June  27.— There  has  sailed  from  this  port  a  convoy  of  eighteen  merchant 
ships,  destined  for  the  North  Sea,  under  the  convoy  of  a  Swedish  ship  of  the  line  and 
a  frigate. 

There  is  a  paragraph  in  the  Amsterdam  Gazette  of  the  14th  which 
is  worth  traiishitiug,  because  these  paragraphs  oftentimes  betray  a  great 
deal  of  politics.     It  is  this : 

The  conquest  of  Mobile,  made  by  the  Spaniards,  the  news  of  which  has  lately 
arrived  here,  appears  so  much  the  moi-e  important  as  it  leads  infallibly  to  that  of 
Pensacola,  by  which  the  Spaniards  may  cut  otf  one  of  theprincipalaveuues  of  oTamaica, 
and  may  in  time  intercept  the  commerce  and  the  provisions  of  this  island,  from  whence 
they  are  much  annoyed  at  Mexico  by  the  English,  who  sufficiently  incline  to  extend 
themselves  when  they  can,  and  had  made  since  the  peace  so  great  progress  in  this 
part  of  the  world  that  to  stop  them  the  war  was  become  almost  indispensable  to 
Spain. 

It  might  have  been  added  that  it  was  become  indispensable  to  France, 
too;  forthe  English  have  ever  made  it  a  maxim  to  go  to  war  with  France, 
as  she  had  a  fine  fleet  and  a  flourishing  commerce.  Burn,  sink,  and 
destroy  were  the  words  with  England  whenever  a  formidable  navy 
appeared  upon  the  ocean  belonging  to  any  other  nation. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc, 

John  Adams. 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adams.* 
[Translation.] 

Versailles,  July  20,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  mo  the  honor  to  write 
me  on  the  13th  of  this  month.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  confidence  with 
which  you  have  communicated  your  ideas  on  the  present  situation  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  need  they  have  of  the  immediate  assistance 
of  some  ships  of  the  line  and  some  frigates.  The  Chevalier  de  Ternay 
and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  are  sent  with  the  express  design  which 
is  the  subject  of  your  letter.  They  will  concert  their  operations  with 
Congress  and  with  General  Washington;  and  as  the  king  has  given 
them  no  precise  orders  with  regard  to  their  return  to  Europe,  but  has 
left  them  at  liberty  to  act  as  they  shall  jndge  proper  for  the  relief  of 
America,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  take  their  sta- 
tion during  next  winter  in  North  America,  if  that  shall  be  agreeable  to 
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Congress,  and  that  they  will  employ  the  ships  and  troops  under  their 
command  according  to  the  plan  that  shall  be  settled  between  them  and 
the  American  generals. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  by  this  detail  that  the  king  is  f\ir  from  aban- 
doning the  cause  of  America,  and  that  his  majesty,  without  having  been 
solicited  by  Congress,  has  taken  effectual  mer.sures  to  support  the  cause 
of  America.  I  tiatter  myself,  sir,  that  these  generous  proceedings  will 
excite  suitable  sensations  in  America,  and  that  they  will  prevail  over 
the  falsehoods  which  the  common  enemy  and  their  Avicked  adherents 
propagate  there  in  order  to  raise  suspicions  of  France,  and  to  induce 
the  Americans  to  take  resolutions  which  will  terminate  in  their  slavery 
and  dishonor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Yergennes. 


J.  Adams   to  "W.    Lee.* 

Paris,  Juhj  20,  1780. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  8th  I  received  in  due  course  of  post.  The 
letter  from  Clinton  arrived  first  at  L'Orient  in  a  Philadelphia  newspa- 
per, which  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Jay.  Mr.  Wharton,  I  think,  copied  it, 
and  sent  it  to  Dr.  Franklin,  who  communicated  it  soou  after  it  appeared 
in  Boston  and  other  newspapers,  witliout  a  hint  of  its  want  of  authen- 
ticity. Within  a  few  days  past  I  have  seen  a  gentleman  from  America, 
who  says  it  was  a  mere  jeii  tVesprit,  written  by  an  officer  in  the  army, 
upon  the  North  River.  I  have  been  all  along  afraid  that  our  country- 
men would  at  length  imitate  their  enemies  in  this  kind  of  imposition, 
and  I  always  thought  that  whenever  they  did  they  would  be  ingenious 
at  it. 

It  must  be  agreed  that  this  is  ingeniously  done,  and  conveys  a  great 
deal  of  solid  truth  and  important  instruction  under  this  fiction.  Yet  I 
can  not  think  the  ingenuity  of  it  a  justification  or  excuse.  We  have  no 
need  of  such  aids  as  political  lies.  Our  character  for  truth,  sincerity, 
and  candor  is  more  real  strength  than  ever  can  be  derived  from  such 
impostures,however  artfully  performed.  The  influence  this  practice  has 
upon  the  world  in  destroying  confidence  and  in  poisoning  the  morals  of 
the  people,  the  pure  and  single  source  of  which  is  truth,  ought  to  induce 
us  to  discountenance  the  practice  by  all  means.  The  liberty  of  the  press 
by  no  means  includes  a  right  of  imposing  on  mankind  by  such  detesta- 
ble forgeries.  I  can  not,  therefore,  think  that  the  reflection  you  quote 
from  the  newspaper  was  too  severe.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  write  to 
Congress  and  beseech  them  to  suppress  such  practices.  The  signature 
of  Charles  Thomson,  hitherto  sacred,  will  no  longer  be  credited  if 
soQiething  is  not  done  to  discountenance  such  abuses. 

•  7  J.  Adams'  Works,  231. 


872  DIPLOMATIC    CORRESPOJ>JDENCE, 

Don  Solano  has  not  returned  to  Cadiz;  but  wliat  will  be  done  in  the 
West  Indies  time  alone  cau  discover.  Whether  M.  de  Ternay  will  go 
to  the  West  Indies,  stay  in  America,  or  come  to  Europe  I  know  not. 
I  have  not  contented  myself  with  giving  my  sentiments  of  what  ought 
to  be  done  by  word  of  mouth,  but  I  have  stated  it  in  writing,  with  my 
reasons  at  large,  to  more  than  one  minister,  and  of  all  this  I  shall  in- 
form Congress  in  detail,  who  will  see  and  judge  who  is  right. 

You  say  that  a  speedy  peace  is  not  at  present  in  your  view.  This  is 
so  far  from  being  surprising  to  me,  that  I  wonder  you  ever  should  have 
had  any  pleasing  prospects  of  peace  from  the  enemy's  suffering  some 
capital  loss  in  the  West  Indies.  Tliey  are  in  such  a  sulky,  mulish, 
suicidal  temper,  that  they  would  not  make  peace  if  you  took  every  is- 
land they  have.  This  is  my  opinion.  The  suppression  of  the  riots,  com- 
mittees, associations,  correspondences,  and  all  have  given  ministry  more 
giddy  confidence  than  even  the  taking  of  Charleston. 

I  fear  America  must  reconcile  herself  to  the  thought  of  growing  up  in 
the  midst  of  war,  and  find  her  resources  in  labor,  patience,  and  econo- 
my, where  she  may  have  them  in  sufficient  abundance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


J.  Adams  to  Vergeunes.* 

Paris,  July  21,  1780. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me 
yesterday,  and  am  extremely  sensible  of  your  excellency's  confidence 
in  communicating  to  me  the  destination  of  the  armament  under  M.  de 
Ternay  and  the  Count  de  Eochambeau  and  the  probability  that  the 
ships  will  winter  in  North  America. 

I  assure  your  excellency  that  scarcely  any  news  I  ever  heard  gave  me 
more  satisfaction ;  and  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  afford  a  more  effec- 
tual assistance  to  America,  or  make  deeper  or  more  grateful  impression 
on  the  minds  of  her  inhabitants. 

I  am  infinitely  mistaken  if  the  service  of  the  king  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war,  both  in  the  West  Indies  and  North  America,  does  not  derive 
such  essential  advantages  from  this  measure  as  will  demonstrate  its 
wisdom  to  all  the  world,  as  well  as  to  the  English  and  Americans  the 
king's  determined  benevolence  to  the  American  cause. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 
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J.  Adatas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  22,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  kiug  of  England's  speech  at  the  prorogation  of  Parliament 
contains  nothing  remarkable  worth  the  attention  of  America,  except 
compliments  to  the  two  houses  upon  their  magnanimity  and  persever- 
ance in  the  pursuits  of  this  just  and  necessary  war,  which  he  says  has 
put  it  in  his  power  to  make  such  efforts  that  he  dares  hope,  with  the  aid 
of  divine  Providence,  to  disconcert  the  violent  and  unjust  designs  of 
his  enemies,  and  induce  them  to  listen  to  equitable  and  honorable  terms 
of  peace.  "  These  efforts  have  already  been  followed  by  success  both  by 
sea  and  land  ;  and  the  happy  and  important  turn  which  affairs  have 
hitely  taken  in  North  America  makes  me  conceive  the  best-founded  hopes 
of  the  return  of  the  affection  and  loyalty  of  my  subjects  of  the  Colonies, 
and  of  their  happy  reunion  with  their  mother  country." 

There  is  one  more  sentence  which  deserves  attention  : 

Exert  yourselves  to  inculcate  this  important  truth,  that  rebellious  insurrections  to 
resist  or  reform  the  laws  can  not  fail  to  terminate  in  the  destruction  of  those  who 
have  made  the  attempt,  or  by  the  subversion  of  our  happy  and  free  constitution. 

Americans  will  make  their  own  reflections  on  this  speech.  It  is  very 
certain  that  it  has  not  the  air  nor  the  spirit  of  peace. 

Madrid,  June  11. — We  expect  to  learn  in  a  few  days  the  formation  of  the  combined 
fleet  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz.  The  following  is  the  state  of  the  Spanish  vessels  which 
are  now  there,  ready  to  go  out  under  the  command  of  Lieuteuant-General  Don  Louis 
de  Cordova :  La  Tres  Sainte  Trinite,  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  guns  ;  the  Foudre  and 
S.  Ferdinand,  of  eighty  ;  the  Sainte  Isabelle,  the  Ange  Gardien,  the  Serieux,  the  Atlas, 
the  St.  Pierre  Apotre,  the  Orient,  the  St.  Baphael,  the  St.  Joachim,  the  St.  Damase,  the 
St.  Isidore,  the  St.  Eugene,  andthe<S<.  Laurent,  of  seventy  ;  the  J/«(o,  of  fifty-six;  the 
frigates  the  Sfe.  Lucie,  of  thirty-six;  the  Ste.  linfine.ot  twenty-eight  ;  the  Ste.  Barbe, 
and  the  Asso7nption,  of  twenty-six;  the  chebecs  the  Majorquais  and  the  If  m  men,  of 
thirty-six;  the  St.  Sebastian,  of  twenty-four;  and  the  corvette  the  Ste.  Catherine,  of 
eighteen.  To  these  vessels  must  be  added  the  squadron  of  Ferrol,  which  entered  on 
the  23d  of  May  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  under  the  command  of  Don  Athanasio  Baranda, 
and  composed  of  the  vessels  the  Conception, of  ninety;  the  St.  Charles  and  the  St. 
Vincent,  of  eighty  ;  the  Ferme,  the  Galice,  the  St.  Paschal,  and  the  Brilliant,  of  seventy ; 
the  Septentrion,  of  sixty-four;  the  frigates  El  Carmen  and  the  Perpetua,  of  thirty-six  ; 
as  well  as  the  corvette  the  Ste.  Helcne,  of  twenty-two  guns  ;  making  thus  a  total  of 
twenty-four  ships  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  four  chebecs,  and  two  cutters. 

Cadiz,  June2A. — The  squadron  of  M.  de  Bausset,  composed  of  seven  ships  of  the 
line,  anchored  on  the  18th  in  this  bay.  His  frigates  brought  in  two  small  ships, 
loaded  with  corn  and  flour  aud  a  cutter  of  twelve  guns.  The  cruise  of  this  squadron 
has  serv^ed  very  much  to  keep  the  enemy's  cruisers  at  a  distance  ;  and  the  neutrals, 
not  fearing  to  be  disturbed,  have  come  here  in  great  numbers.  The  19th  the  Protector, 
commanded  b>  M.  de  Achen,  arrived  here  ;  she  fell  into  the  midst  of  the  Quebec  fleet, 
but  as  she  sailed  ill  aud  had  no  frigate  (the  Galatea  having  been  separated  from  her), 
she  was  not  able  to  take  more  than  two  vessels,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  rich 
enough,  and  which  she  sent  into  Lisbon. 

Thus  the  French  and  Spanish  ships  at  Cadia  amount  to  thirty  of  the 
line.    This  fleet,  combined  with  that  of  Brest,  and  with  the  Active^  the 
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Gnerrier,  the  Ccesar,  gone  to  couvoy  mercbantnieu  to  a  certain  latitude, 
aud  to  a  ship  of  one  hundred  and  tea  guns  from  Rochfort,  and  all  com- 
manded by  the  Count  d'Estaing,  would  give  a  good  account  of  the 
English. 

Petershnrgh,  June  23. — The  squadron  equipped  at  Cronstadt,  baviug  received  its 
last  orders,  sailed  from  thence  the  19th  of  this  month.  As  the  service  to  which  it  is 
destiued  will  not  permit  it  to  return  before  winter  in  the  ports  of  this  empire,  the 
court  has  sent  to  its  ministers  in  Holland,  England,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark  orders  to  request  of  those  respective  powers  that  there  may  be  granted 
to  this  squadron  a  free  entry  into  their  ports,  and  all  the  succor  of  which  they  may 
have  occasion  in  case  they  should  be  obliged  to  put  in  there  by  any  accident,  etc. 

Copenhagen,  Juhj  4. — The  arrival  of  the  floet  of  fifteen  Russian  ships  of  the  line  in 
our  port  is  soon  to  be  followed  by  the  departure  of  the  Danish  fleet.  The  Justice, 
of  seventy-four  guns,  the  last  of  the  vessels  that  we  have  armed  to  form  it,  will  go 
to-morrow  into  the  road;  and  the  day  after  the  Vice-Adiniral  De  Schindel  will  hoist 
his  flag  on  board  of  her.  We  shall  then  have  in  service  eight  ships  of  the  line,  two 
fifty  guns,  and  six  frigates,  to  wit,  the  Justice  aud  the  Princess  Sophia  Frederick,  Com- 
mandant Krieger,  of  seventy-four  ;  the  Jutland  aud  the  Prince  Frederick,  commandants 
De  Kaas  and  Lous,  of  seventy  ;  the  Droit  d'lndig^nat  and  the  TVagrie,  captains  Gor- 
mar  andBille,  of  sixty-four;  the  Dannehrog  and  the  Holslein,  captains  Ellebracht  and 
U.  C.  Kaas,  of  sixty;  the  Mars  and  the  Greenland,  captains  Lutken  andKnudsen,  of 
fifty;  the  i)orH/ioZ»t  and  t\\G  Biel,  captains  Schaning  and  Tender,  of  thirty-six;  the 
Moen,  Captain  Budde,  of  thirty-four  ;  the  Cronberg,  Captain  Ziervogel,  of  thirty-two 
the  Alsen,  Captain  Count  de  Reventlau,  of  twenty-four;  and  the  CAHs/mn,  Captain 
Stockflelk,  of  twenty  guns.  Of  these,  nevertheless,  the  Holstsin  sailed  the  30th  for 
Guinea;  the  Bornliohn,  the  Moen,  and  the  Christian  are  in  the  islands  of  America,  and 
the  Greenland  serves  as  a  guard-ship  in  the  road  of  Helsingore. 

Whatever  may  be  the  part  that  other  powers  will  take  in  regard  to 
the  project  of  an  armed  neutrality,  the  three  crowns  of  the  north  api)ear 
uniform  in  their  measures  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  their 
subjects;  and  these  measures  have  already  the  eft'ect  that  their  ships, 
particularly  the  Swedish  and  Danish,  are  already  sought  for  freight 
in  the  Baltic  in  preference  to  all  others;  while  on  the  other  side  there 
arrive  no  neutral  vessels  from  the  North  Sea  in  the  sound  which  does 
not  make  the  most  bitter  complaints  concerning  the  ill  treatment  re- 
ceived from  English  privateers.  A  Dutch  ship  has  had  nineteen  of 
them  on  board  of  him  since  his  departure  from  the  coast  of  France,  aud 
a  Russian  ship  has  been  robbed  of  all  his  victuals  by  these  pirates,  who 
had  left  h'm  nothing  but  gruau  water  and  eighteen  pounds  of  bread 
upon  which  eight  men  were  to  subsist  during  three  weeks. 

Hague,  July  17.— Aflairs  between  our  republic  and  the  court  of  London  are  still  in 
the  same  state  of  indecision.  We  learn  that  the  latter  has  answered,  by  the  Viscount 
Stormont,  to  the  different  memoirs  presented  during  some  weeks  by  the  envoy  the 
Count  de  Weldereu,  in  which  he  insisted  upon  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  1674  : 
"That  in  answer  to  these  memorials,  and  to  all  those  which  eould  be  presented  of 
the  same  nature,  he,  Lord  Stormont,  observed  that  the  Count  de  Welderen  insisted 
upon  that  which  at  this  time  no  louger  existed  ;  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  repeat 
what  had  passed  upon  this  subject;  that  he  should  confine  himself,  therefore,  to  re- 
mind him  of  the  order  which  the  king  had  given  in  his  council  on  the  17th  of  last 
April,  aud  of  which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  give  him  official  iuformation." 
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I  am  thus  particular  iu  layiug  before  Congress  a  state  of  the  navies 
of  Europe,  because  they  show  the  unanimity  and  ardor  with  which  all 
the  maritime  powers  are  intent  upon  their  commercial  and  naval  in- 
terests, upon  the  freedom  of  commerce  and  navigation,  and  upon  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  to  show  that  America  is  universally  con- 
sidered by  them  as  such  a  magazine  of  raw  materials  for  manufactures, 
such  a  source  of  commerce,  and  such  a  nursery  of  seamen  and  naval 
power,  that  they  are  determined  that  no  one  power  in  Europe  shall  ever 
again  monopolize  it.  We  must,  however,  fight  our  own  battles  and 
bear  our  own  expenses;  for  the  slow  march  of  those  powers,  their 
maxims  of  dignity,  and  systems  of  etiquette,  are  such  that  they  must 
have  their  own  way  and  operate  in  their  own  time.  England  has  hints 
and  warnings  enough,  but  she  will  not  talvc  them.  These  events,  how- 
ever, all  show  the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  planning  the  first  treaty  which 
was  first  sent  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  upon  the  principle  of  perfect 
equality  and  reciprocity — granting  no  exclusive  privileges,  and  binding 
herself  to  no  obligation  not  to  admit  any  other  and  all  other  nations 
to  the  same ;  principles  from  which  it  is  to  be  presumed  we  shall  not 
depart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  22, 1780. 
Sir  :  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  his  majesty's 
minister,  iu  giving  me  notice  of  the  expedition  of  the  squadron  which 
arrived  at  Rhode  Island  on  the  12th  instant,  informs  me  that  particular 
considerations  relative  to  the  movements  of  the  English  have  induced 
his  majesty  to  send  in  two  divisions  the  forces  which  are  designated 
to  act  in  this  country.  The  first  division,  having  happily  arrived,  will 
be  immediately  ready  for  active  service.  With  regard  to  the  second,  it 
was  to  quit  the  French  coast  as  soon  as  circumstances  should  permit. 
Will  you  have  the  kindness,  sir,  in  imparting  this  news  to  Congress,  to 
inform  that  body  that  it  ought  to  be  kept  secret  till  the  moment  of 
execution.  I  hope  that  Congress  will  approve  of  this  reserve,  both  on 
account  of  the  uncertainty  of  events  at  sea  and  because  the  enemy 
should  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  our  measures. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Luzerne. 

•5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  G96. 
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Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress." 

The  Hague,  July  22,  1780. 

Sir  :  As  everytliing  is  here  iu  the  activity  of  summer,  nothiug-  new 
has  occurred.  The  States  of  the  province  of  Holland  do  not  assemble 
till  the  2Gth  of  this  mouth.  It  is  to  be  wished  that  we  may  soon  receive 
news  from  America  which  will  raise  again  the  courage  of  the  friends  of 
the  United  States,  to  whom  the  misfortune  of  Charleston  has  caused 
much  pain,  iu  pi'oportion  as  it  has  reanimated  those  who  favor  your 
enemies.  The  latter,  in  the  mean  time,  forge  and  utter  every  day 
rumors  injurious  to  the  United  States,  such  as  that  they  are  about  to 
submit.  "The  Cougress,"  say  they,  "  is  disunited  and  ready  to  dis- 
solve ;  the  southern  provinces  successively  yield,  and  they  flatter  them- 
selves in  England  that  those  in  the  north  will  follow  their  example." 
The  king  himself  flatters  his  Parliament  with  this  idea.  I  can  for  the 
present  only  oppose  patience  to  all  this,  and  keep  myself  mostly  out  of 
sight,  for  they  look  on  me  as  a  lost  man,  and  one  who  will  be  soon  aban- 
doned by  America  herself.  Besides,  my  feeble  health,  which  has  not 
been  able  to  resist  this  shock  and  a  concurrence  of  many  others,  forces 
me  to  this  inaction  for  a  time. 

Two  plenipotentiaries  depart  hence  to  regulate  at  Petersburgh  with 
the  Empress  of  Eussia  the  armed  neutrality.  The  court  of  Denmark 
has  followed  the  example  of  Russia  in  making  the  same  declarations  to 
the  other  powers.  It  appears  that  the  affair  of  Muuster  will  not  trouble 
the  peace  of  Germany.  This  election  must  be  made  the  16th  of  next 
month,  and  probably  the  archduke  will  be  coadjutor. 

July  24. 

The  sudden  declaration  of  Denmark,  unforeseen  by  all  the  world, 
much  embarrasses  those  here  who  hope  to  see  the  armed  neutrality 
fail.  Amsterdam  has  protested  against  sending  i)lenipotentiaries  to 
Petersburgh,  to  whom  embarrassing  instructions  have  been  given. 
She  wishes.,  with  reason,  that  they  would  be  content  simply  to  send 
full  powers  to  M.  de  Swart,  resident  of  the  republic  at  Petersburgh,  with 
orders  to  conform  to  the  resolution  of  their  high  mightinesses,  which 
is  positive  and  clear  on  the  accession  to  said  armed  neutrality.  It  is 
expected  that  Sweden  will  make,  on  the  first  opportunity,  a  like 
declaration.  Then  the  opposition  will  not  be  able  to  force  the  republic 
to  recede  without  making  themselves  odious. 

We  hope  by  the  next  post,  among  other  things,  to  receive  good  news 
from  the  combined  fleet  of  the  Count  de  Guichen  and  Don  Solano;  as 
also  from  M.  de  Ternay  and  from  the  continent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 

*  5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Cor.,  311,  whose  version,  coudeusing  the  original,  ia  here  given. 
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J.  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

Paris,  July  23,  1780. 

Sir  :  1  have  been  amused  some  time  with  dark  aud  unintelligible 
hints  in  letters  from  London  of  some  messenger  sent  from  Lord  Korth 
to  Madrid. 

Three  weeks  ago  I  waited  on  the  Comte  de  Vergennes,  at  Versailles,  to 
acqnaiut  him  that  I  had  an  intention  of  making  a  jouroey  to  Amster- 
dam for  a  few  weeks,  as  I  flattered  myself  I  might  form  some  acquaint- 
ances or  correspondences  there  and  collect  some  intelligeuce  that 
might  be  useful  to  the  United  States.  His  excellency  desired  me  to 
wait  some  time,  for  that  in  eight  or  ten  days  he  believed  he  should 
have  something  to  communicate  to  me.  1  assured  him  that  I  would 
not  go  until  I  saw  him  again  or  heard  further  from  him.  This  day 
sevennight  his  excellency  informed  me  that  he  was  ready  to  let  meknow 
that  a  messenger  from  the  court  of  London  had  arrived  at  Madrid ; 
that  the  Spanish  ministry  had  demanded  the  sentiments  of  the  British 
court  concerning  America.  He  said  he  was  not  instructed.  He  was 
told  he  must  previously  explain  himself  upon  that  subject.  He  deter- 
mined to  send  an  express  to  London  for  instructions.  This  the  Comte 
de  Vergennes  said  would  take  up  two  months,  and  consequently  leave 
me  time  enough  to  go  to  Holland,  but  if  anything  should  happen  in 
the  mean  time  he  would  give  me  the  earliest  information  of  it. 

In  the  Courier  de  VEurope  of  the  14th  of  Jul}-  is  this  paragraph  : 

The  report  runs  that  a  person  who  has  been  secretary  of  the  Marquis  d'Almodavar, 
during  his  embassy  from  the  court  of  Madrid  to  that  of  London,  arrived  here  (Lon- 
don) some  weeks  ago  on  board  the  Milford,  coming  from  Oporto  ;  that  after  a  stay 
of  eight  days  this  frigate  had  orders  to  transport  to  Lisbon  this  person,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Cumberland,  secretary  of  Lord  George  Germain,  whose  instructions  imply 
that  if  at  the  end  of  twenty  days  he  is  not  called  to  Madrid  he  is  to  return  here 
immediately.  As  soon  as  this  person  arrived  at  Lisbon  he  set  ont  for  Madrid,  where 
fifteen  days  after  Mr.  Cumberland  was  invited  to  go,  and  where  he  is  at  present. 

There  is  a  body  of  people  in  England  who  are  zealous  and  clamorous 
for  peace,  and  the  ministry  find  their  account  in  amusing  and  sileuciug 
them  by  equivocal  appearances  of  negotiations.  They  have  ever  made 
it  a  part  of  their  political  system  to  hold  out  to  America  some  false 
hopes  of  reconciliation  aud  peace,  in  order  to  slacken  our  nerves  and 
retard  our  preparations.  They  think  also  that  they  can  amuse  the 
courts  of  France  and  Spain  with  a  talk  about  conferences  and 
negotiations,  while  they  are  secretly  concerting  measures  to  succor 
Gibraltar  and  carry  on  their  operations  the  next  campaign.  But  seri- 
ous thoughts  of  peace  upon  any  terms  that  we  can  agree  to  I  am  per- 
suaded they  never  had ;  but  if  they  ever  did  entertain  any  thoughts  of 
negotiation,  it  must  have  been  at  the  time  of  their  consternation  for  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  and  their  despair  of  his  success. 

»MSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  205;  7  J.Adams'  Works,  233. 
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Tbe  total  and  absolute  suppression  of  the  tumults  in  London,  and 
the  triumi)hant  success  of  Clinton,  beyond  their  most  sanguine  expec- 
tations, has  now  given  them  such  confidence  and  exaltation  that  the 
people  of  America  will  dethrone  Congress,  and  like  the  Israelites  of 
old  demand  a  king,  that  they  now  think  of  nothing  but  unconditional 
submission,  or  at  least  of  delusive  iirofifers  of  terms,  which  they  know 
the  majesty  of  the  peojde  in  America  will  not  agree  to,  in  order  to 
divide  us,  to  make  a  few  gentlemen  apostates  and  some  soldiers  de- 
serters. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

John  Adams. 


Carmichael  to  Dumas.* 

Madrid,  July  24,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  confess  myself  very  remiss  in  not  answering  your  favor 
of  the  21st  ultimo  sooner.  The  removal  of  the  court  from  Aranjuez  to 
this  city,  and  a  bilious  disorder  which  has  oppressed  me  more  than  a 
month,  and  which  still  afflicts  me,  have  in  part  been  the  reason.  I  have 
no  news  to  communicate  to  you  which  can  console  you  for  our  late  mis- 
fortunes; I  can  assure  you,  however,  that  they  do  not  deject  me.  Per 
aspera  ad  astro.  Heaven  does  not  intend  to  exempt  us  from  the  adver- 
sities which  have  befallen  other  nations  who  struggled  for  their  liberty 
by  giving  us  almost  full  and  instantaneous  enjoyment  of  it.  I  have  full 
confidence  in  the  perseverance  of  our  countrymen.  They  will,  I  hope, 
act  with  more  vigor  in  consequence  of  their  misfortunes.  I  have  re- 
ceived letters  from  America,  dated  in  the  end  of  April  and  the  1st  of 
May,  which  speak  of  the  loss  of  Charleston  as  certain,  and  which  pre- 
dict other  successes  of  the  enemy  in  the  northern  States,  but  which 
show  no  desiiondency. 

I  shall  pay  implicit  obedience  to  the  request  you  make  me  with  re- 
spect to  your  family,  and  you  may  rely  upon  me  when  I  tell  you  that  as 
long  as  I  have  any  influence  or  any  friends  in  the  councils  of  America 
they  shall  not  want  strenuous  advocates;  and  this  letter  will  always 
be  a  memento  that  would  put  me  to  the  blush  should  I  be  deficient  in 
a  promise  which  I  think  myself,  even  in  justice  to  my  country,  obliged 
to  endeavor  to  fulfill  in  the  best  manner  possible. 

The  Spanish,  or  rather  allied,  fleet  has  returned  to  Cadiz,  except  a 
few  vessels  which  cruise  near  that  i^art.  The  Count  d'Estaing  is  ex- 
pected at  St.  Ildefonso  in  about  a  week,  the  count  being  now  at  that 
l>lace.     I  go  there  this  week. 

I  see  that  the  Gourncr  de  VEurope  mentions  that  Mr.  Jay  has  received 
his  conge,  etc.,  etc.  Not  a  word  of  truth.  The  English  jiapers  sent  our 
commissioners  from  France  frequently,  yet  a  treaty  was  made  by  these 
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same  conged  commissioners.  I  have  received  jour  cipher  safe.  Begin 
when  you  please  your  observations  on  men  and  things.  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you  to  separate  and  seal  up  all  the  letters  you  have  ever 
received  from  nie,  unless  it  be  this,  under  a  cover  for  me,  which,  in  case 
of  death — which  Heaven  forbid  ! — you  will  direct  to  me,  delivered  to  my 
orders. 

My  best  compliments  to  your  family  and  Messrs.  de  Neufville,  and 
believe  me  ever  your  friend  and  servant, 

AViLLIAM   CARMICHAEL. 


Dumas  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 

The  Hague,  July  25,  1780. 

Sir  :  The  21st  of  March  last  I  had  the  honor  to  write  your  excellency 
a  long  letter  on  my  own  concerns,  of  which  I  annex  here  an  extract.  I 
add  here  that  when  I  received  the  first  commission  of  the  committee 
on  the  partof  Congress  dated  in  December,  1775,in  which  they  honored 
me  with  their  orders  and  credentials,  I  did  not  solicit  to  be  employed ; 
I  did  not  even  think  of  it.  But  chosen  and  named  by  this  respectable 
body,  in  a  manner  as  unexpected  as  it  was  definite  and  authentic,  to 
serve  essentially  the  United  States,  my  ardent  thoughts  and  life  were 
consecrated  with  zeal  to  the  cause  of  the  United  States.  Persuaded 
that  it  was  the  cause  of  humanity,  of  liberty,  and  of  virtue,  I  have  sac- 
rificed everything  to  this  noble  service  during  nearly  five  years  with 
all  possible  zeal  and  fidelity.  The  Congress  also  testified  to  me  soon 
after  that  they  were  well  satisfied  with  my  services.  I  have  corre- 
sponded assiduously  since  that  time  with  the  committee  of  foreign 
aftairs,  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and 
with  a  number  of  other  servants  of  America.  I  have  raised  up,  cemented, 
and  nourished  in  Holland  a  considerable  party  in  their  favor,  whereby 
I  have  drawn  upon  myself  the  hatred  of  a  party  more  powerful,  which 
wishes  to  see  me  perish,  and  which  has  already  done  me  all  the  wrong 
and  all  the  mischief  of  which  it  was  capable.  I  have  participated  in  the 
adverse  fortune  of  America  in  the  just  confidence  that  the  United 
States  and  their  Congress  will  have  my  interest  at  heart,  as  I  have  con- 
stantly and  successfully  had  theirs,  and  as  their  magnanimity,  their 
dignity,  and  their  honor  require  in  the  eyes  of  the  European  public. 

I  have  yet  fully  this  confidence;  and  it  is  this  which  caused  me  to 
solicit,  more  than  a  year  since,  in  several  of  my  letters  to  the  committee 
of  foreign  aflairs,  a  formal  confirmation  of  my  agency  on  the  part  of 
Congress  for  my  safety  and  quiet.  1  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  second  my 
request,  and  obtain  for  me  a  resolution  as  favorable  as  my  demand  is 

just. 
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I  know  that  some  Americaus,  whom  I  honor  in  other  respects,  have 
entertained  and  propagated  the  idea  that  a  commission  of  the  honorable 
committee  of  foreign  aflairs  was  not  so  valid  as  one  of  Congress.  One 
of  them  said  so  to  me.  I  will  not,  sir,  give  myself  up  to  an  idea  so  in- 
jurious as  to  think  that  Congress  would  refuse  to  ratify  what  their  com- 
mittee has  done  and  the  engagements  it  has  made ;  but  this  body  is 
not  always  composed  of  the  same  persons;  it  has  many  other  affairs; 
it  may  forget  me,  and  I  may  be  cruelly  supplanted,  abandoned,  and 
consequently,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years,  ruined,  with  my  family,  without 
resource  and  without  means.  I  put,  then,  my  cause  into  the  hands  of 
your  excellency,  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for  me,  as  promptly  as  possible, 
the  satisfaction  I  desire,  and  to  send  me  the  commission  I  solicit.  The 
service  of  the  United  States  requires  it,  and  this  will  not  interfere  with 
the  powers  of  minister  plenipotentiary  who  may  be  sent  here ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  shall  be  useful  to  him,  if  God  spares  my  life. 

One  consideration  also  to  which  I  pray  Congress  to  give  their  atten- 
tion is,  that  far  from  being  recompensed  for  my  past  labors,  the  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  louis  d'ors  or  guineas  which  I  draw  yearly  for 
my  subsistence  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  journeys,  postages,  etc. — 
charges  which  from  prudence  and  considering  circumstances  I  have 
never  carried  to  the  account — are  not  sufficient,  and  I  have  been  obliged 
constantly  to  expend  my  own  in  addition.  Besides  my  age,  the  priva- 
tion not  only  of  a  copyist,  which  the  service  demanded,  but  even  a  valet, 
which  I  have  been  obliged  also  to  deny  myself,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
subsist,  for  about  three  years,  makes  my  life  extremely  sad  and  painful. 

In  perfect  trust  that  Congress  will  consent  to  give  attention  to  my 
petition  and  to  my  state,  I  commend  myself,  with  my  wife  and  daughter, 
to  their  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Dumas. 


Franklin  to  Vergennes.  * 

Passy,  July  25,  1780. 
Sill :  The  intention  of  his  majesty,  which  you  had  done  me  the  honor 
to  signify  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  to  have  the  contesta- 
tion relative  to  the  taking  of  the  ship  Flora  brought  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  realm,  there  to  be  judged  according  to  the  laws  and  rules  estab- 
lished for  French  privateers,  appears  to  me  so  perfectly  right,  that  I 
acquiesce  in  it  with  pleasure.  I  had  the  honor  of  acquainting  your  ex- 
cellency in  mine  of  the  18th  pj\st  with  the  motives  urged  to  me  for 
granting  an  American  commission  to  the  Black  Prince.  Afterwards  I 
was,  without  seeking  or  desiring  it,  drawn  into  the  exercise  of  a  kind 
of  judicial  power  respecting  her  prizes  by  being  assured  that  your 
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tribunals  refused  to  judge  of  prizes  made  by  American  cruisers,  aud 
by  beiug  sbowu  the  eleventh  article  of  the  king's  regulation  of  Sep- 
tember 27,  1778,  directing  the  officers  of  the  admiralty  to  send  me 
copies  of  all  their  proceedings  and  the  papers  relating  to  any  prize 
brought  into  your  ports  by  such  cruisers,  which  it  was  alleged  was  in- 
tended to  enable  me  to  judge  of  the  legality  of  these  prizes,  which  judg- 
ment was  therefore  demanded  of  me.  A  letter,  too,  which  I  had  the 
honor  of  receiving  from  M.  de  Sartine  seemed  to  confirm  this,  viz : 

Veusailles,  le  27  7bre  1779. 

J'ai  I'honneur,  Monsieur,  de  vous  envoyer  les  procedures  instriiites  par  les  ofHciers 
de  I'Amiraute  de  Brest  conceruaut  la  prise  Le  Jeuue  Doiuiui(iiie,  et  buit  Kancons 
laites  par  le  corsaire  aiu6ricaiu  Le  Priuce  Noir.  Vous  savez,  Mousieur,  que  le  couseil 
de  prises  n'a  pas  ing6  couveuable  de  prendre  couiioissauce  do  cos  sortes  de  proce- 
dures; et  je  vous  prie  de  m'accuser  la  reception  de  ces  differentes  pieces. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d'etre,  etc. 

These,  if  I  have  acted  improperly,  are  my  excuses.  1  shall,  as  you 
advise,  withdraw  the  only  two  commissions  1  have  issued  to  the  priva- 
teers fitted  out  by  the  king's  subjects. 

Being,  with  the  greatest  consideration,  yours, 


Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress.* 
[Translation.] 

Philadelphia,  July  25,  1780. 

Sir  :  As  the  present  state  of  things  may  render  the  frigati  s  an(1^other 
vessels  at  the  disposal  of  Congress  useful  to  the  combined  naval  oper- 
ations, I  pray  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  propose  putting  these  ves- 
sels under  the  orders  of  M.  de  Ternay,  commander  of  the  French  squad- 
ron, while  instructions,  such  as  shall  be  thought  proper,  are  given  to 
the  American  captains.  If  Congress  approves  of  this  proposition,  it 
will  be  ne(;essary  to  send  orders  to  the  frigates,  which  are  now  in  the 
eastern  ports,  so  that  they  may  join  the  French  squadron  as  soon  as 
possible;  if,  however,  they  have  been  destined  to  any  other  service, 
and  Congress  is  reluctant  to  change  their  destination,  do  not,  I  pray 
you,  sir,  insist  on  my  demand.  If  these  vessels  shall  receive  orders  to 
join  the  French  squadron,  I  wish  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  M. 
de  Ternay  at  what  time  he  may  look  for  them,  what  signals  they  will 
make  on  their  approach,  and  what  signals  he  shall  use  in  reply  to  theirs. 

I  had  hoped,  sir,  after  the  assurances  which  Congress  was  pleased  to 
give  me,  that  the  Confederacy  would  be  ready  about  the  15th  of  this 
month  at  ftirthest.     Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  let  me  know,  with 
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as  much  accuracy  as  circumstances  will  permit,  about  what  time  you 
think  that  she  will  be  ready  to  set  sail.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Luzerne. 


Reed  to  Luzerne. t 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  July  25,  1780. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  excellency's  favor  of  this  day,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  enlisting  any  deserter  in  the  Continental 
army  being  expressly  contrary  to  the  direction  of  the  commander-in- 
chief,  the  Hessian  deserters  are  quite  at  liberty  to  enter  into  the  serv- 
ice of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  if  his  officers  approve  it,  and  they 
will  in  that  case  receive  every  encouragement  from  us  so  to  do. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Joseph  Reed, 
President  of  Pennsylvania, 


Vergennes  to  J.  Adaius4 
[Trauslation.l 

Versailles,  July  25,  1780. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor 
to  write  on  the  17th  of  this  month.§  I  have  read  it  with  the  most 
seriou*  attention,  and  in  order  to  give  you  an  answer  with  greater  ex- 
actness I  have  placed  in  the  margin  every  paragraph  which  seemed  to 
require  observations  on  my  part.  You  will  there  see,  sir,  that  I  con- 
tinue to  be  of  opinion  that  the  time  to  communicate  your  plenipoten- 
tiary power  to  Lord  Germain  is  not  yet  come,  and  you  will  there  find 
the  reasons  on  which  I  ground  my  opinion.  I  have  no  doubt  but  you 
will  feel  the  force  of  them,  and  that  they  will  determine  you  to  think 
as  I  do.  But  if  that  should  not  be  the  case,  I  pray  you,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  king  request  you,  to  communicate  your  letter  and  my 
answer  to  the  United  States,  and  to  suspend,  until  you  shall  receive 

*  In  Congress,  July  27. 

Rcsoh'ed,  That  the  frig.ates  TrumhuU,  Confederacij,  aud  Deane,  and  the  bloop-of-war 
Saratoga,  be  put  iiuder  the  direction  of  General  Washington,  to  be  employed  in  co- 
operating with  the  fleet  of  his  most  Christian  majesty,  commanded  by  the  Chevalier 
de  Ternay,  in  auy  naval  enterprise  on  the  coasts  of  North  America. 

t5  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  697. 

tMSS.  Dep.  of  State;  3  Sparks'  Dip.  Rev.  Corr.,  207,  with  verbal  changes;  7  J. 
Adams'  Works,  235. 

$  Given  supra,  under  date.  For  Adams'  rejoinder,  see  infra,  July  26,  1780.  See 
coiniiieuts,  Introductiou,  ^  15. 
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orders  from  them,  all  measures  with  regard  to  the  English  ministry.  I 
shall,  on  my  psirt,  transmit  my  observations  to  America,  that  M.  de  la 
Luzerne  may  communicate  them  to  the  members  of  Congress,  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  that  assembly  will  think  the  opinion  of  the  ministry  of 
France  worthy  some  attention,  and  that  they  will  not  be  afrai<  1  of  neg- 
lecting or  betraying  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by  adopting  it 
as  a  rule  of  their  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

De  Vergennes. 
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